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HERE’S TO YOU, MRS. ROBINSON
ST. JOHN’S ENDOWMENT LARGEST EVER

by Daphne Blvimentiud '93
St. John's recently became 3.1 million dol-

lars richer thanks to Charles and Mara 
Robinson. The couple strongly believes in the 
educational ideals towards which St. John's 
aspires, and in the College's capacity for at-
taining these ideals. This gift is the largest that 
our school has ever received; and it has in-
creased thecampus' endowment by onethird. 
President Agresto is "overwhelmed" by the 
Robinsons' generosity.

Ms. Robinson received her Master's De-
gree at St. John's in '79. Initially, she studied 
opera in Italy, and then briefly pursued a 
career as a singer. She has attended George 
Washington University in DC, and was 
studying writing and psychology at NYU, 
when the couple decided to move to Santa Fe. 
Ms. Robinson was sorry to leave NYU, and it 
was suggested to her that she attend St John's. 
Ms. Robinson had attended several commu-
nity seminarsherewhichshe greatly enjoyed. 
Nevertheless, she was at first leery of becom-
ing a student, especially because of the math 
and science: "I didn't think I could do it." She 
was wrong. After graduating, Ms. Robinson 
served on the Board for six years. She has 
been on the presidential search committee 
and on fundr^ing committees. As much as 
she loves St. J ohn's, she no longer has the time 
to serve on the Board. Currently, she divides 
her time between Santa Fe and Venice. She is 
studying art, and French and Italiarc
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Mr. Robinsonisabusinessman, whoserved 
as undersecretary of state for economic af-
fairs in 1974 and deputy secretary of state in 
1976. He currently serves on the boards of 
several foundations eind corporations. The 
Robinsons have three grown daughters.

Ms. Robinson's experience at St. John's 
will probably soimd familiar when she was 
a student here, she was sleeping about two 
hours a night. 'T never drink coffee, but then 
I did," she says. But she "loved every minute 
of it" (with the exception of a certain Aristo-
telian theologian who will remainnameless). 
She has no favorite Program author "Each 
one prepares you for the next one." She went 
on to say that St. John's teaches its students 
"how to study, to learn, and to reason," 
thereby preparing us "to solve the problems 
of the world...from here you can go on to do 
anything."

When asked if the College could be im-
proved in any way, she mentioned the most 
commonly acknowledged problem with the 
Program: students need more help with 
writing. However, she feels that ideally stu-
dents should have learned to write papers 
before they enter college: "The tutors are 
overburdened as it is."

The Robinsons did not specify how the 
endowment should be used; Ms. Robinson 
said that the College should just "keep on 
doing more of what they do."0



DOWN FROM THE 
MOUNTAIN

by Pete Rubenstein *95

This week the news mysteriously broke down by religious lines. Go figure.
Muslim news: Key Muslim fundamentalists—slightly more fundamental 

than their peers—^were arrested in Algeria after bombing national police 
headquarters, slaying a soldier, and just generally being undiplomatic. Iran 
has b^ revealed as having paid for the upkeep of American hostages held 
in Lebanon and sporting one to two million a piece to have the hostages 
released. The New York Times has reported that the Saudi Arabians have been 
agitating the U.S. Government to renew its attempts to eliminate Iraq's 
Saddam Hussein. The Iraqi army and casualties during the Gulf War have 
now both been estimated as much smaller than was previously believed; of 
the now estimated 380,000 (down from 500,000) Iraqi troops that began the 
war, half are thought to have deserted during the air campaign, and at most 
25,000 (from 100,000) were now killed. The remaining 75,000 troops, much 
relieved, have apparently joined Chicago's Democratic Machine. In an 
unrelated gesture, Saddam predicted next year would house the "mother of 
all battles" in the Super Bowl as the Denver Broncos would "gouge out the 
eyeballs" of their N.F.C. opponent.

Jewish news; Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir lost his parliamentary 
majority when 2 right wing parties with a total of five representatives quit the 
government in hopes of stalling the Peace Talks. There will be early elections 
this year to establish a new governing coalition, but Shamir promised that 
they would not slow the progress of the Talks. Shamir kicked off his election 
campaign by promising West Bank settlers that Israel would hold onto that 
area "forever and ever" comparing the situation to the unbreakable hold of 
the Denver Broncos on the West Division of the American Conference. The 
People's Republic of China prepared to conclude full diplomatic ties with 
Israel in order to secure for itself a place in the ongoing Talks which leads me 
to...

Atheist news; Consumers in Russia and Uzbekistan demonstrated against 
high prices which must be noted to have sadly few defenders. Boris Yeltsin 
annoimced a cut in defense spending for the Russian Government to one- 
eighth of previous levels. Four people were killed in Serbia-Croatian fighting 
which was called a "strain on the truce." Two former East German border 
guards were convicted of shooting a man attempting to flee across the Berlin 
Wall in 1989. Forces loyal to former President Gamsakhurdia in the former 
Soviet Republic of Georgia won two cities while abandoning one of their 
strongholds. Gamsakhurdia was overheard to say, '7ohn Elway never siu- 
renders, and neither shall I." U.S. President George Bush unveiled a pledge 
to add $645 million to the approximately four-and-a-half billion in aid that 
will be given this year to the former Soviet Republics. Which provides me 
with a nice subtle saunter into...

Christian news: Hundreds of lawsuits are springing up across America 
following revelations that silicone breast implants that have been given to 
women sometimes bring with them a host of chronic diseases. A Senate panel 
in a politically charged move, passed 10-7 along party lines abill guaranteeing 
health insurance to all Americans. The Supreme Court agreed to review a 
Pennsylvania law requiring parental and spoused notification for abortions in 
that state. Bush's approval rating continues to plummet, reportedly causing 
him to weepishly burble "I feel like the Redskins as if they had faced this year's 
Broncos." Berkdey, California is laying plans to celebrate this October 12®* 
something they like to call 'Indigenous People's Day" which will take an 
honest look at the consequences of Columbus' voyage five-himdred years 
ago.

I'll go to sleep now. Good afternoon.O
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JOHNNY FACTS 
JUST FOR JPS
by Darien Large '95

Here's some information to help you JFs (and any other lost souls) get 
adjusted to campus life. No doubt you have been inundated by sundry 
manuals, schedules, guidelines, memos and instructions on variously 
colored slips of paper (imfortunately they are not yet color-coded). These 
can be suprisingly laseful, if you actually have time to read them all, take 
notes on them and remember where you put them. Otherwise, you are 
going to have a lot of questions about howtogetbyandgetthose dull but 
necessary things done. I'm here to help. Following is a run-down of some 
vital but out-of-the-way facts and helpful hints to make your life here just 
a little easier:

Extracurricular classes and activities are sponsored by the Student 
Activities Office (SAO), located in the basement of the Evans Science Lab. 
The head guy there is Mark St. John (you probably know him). You can 
go down there to sign up for classes, pay any acUvides fees, ask what's 
going on this semester, check out ski and camping equipment free of 
charge, or just marvel at their high level of organization. 'The south side 
of the main hall in the Peterson Student Center is a good place to look for 
posters announcing SAO classes and SAO sponsored trips as well as 
various study groups sponsored by students. But remember if you 
would like to see something going on here that isn't, start it yourself. IPs 
the only way it will happen. If enough interest is generated, you might be 
able to get sponsored by SAO, which means free money for your activity.

In the hall across from the Coffee Shop is the Polity Coimdl Bulletin 
board; go there to see what they are up to. Polity often allocates funds for 
student activities as weU, so it is a good place to go for sponsorship of 
exciting new and entrepreneurial stuff. Polity meets on Stmdays at 
4:00pm in the private dining room adjunct to the dining hall.

Existing clubs and activities may have a lower profile around here 
than might be ideal but look around all the walls of Peterson for 
announcements of meetings. Almost all clubs welcome new members at 
every meeting. Also look in the Ephemera every week (printed on the back 
leaf of The Moon) for a useful (but not exhaustive) list of lectures, activities, 
deadlines and important time-sensitive data.

The Treasurer's Office in Weigel Hall (a.k.a. the Tower Building) 
cashes checks from 12:30pm to 3:30pm every weekday. You can buy 
stamps at the Bookstore. You can look for jobs on the Student Employ-
ment Office bulletin board across from the mailboxes or go to their office, 
also in the basement of ESL. You can charge stuff to your student account 
at the Bookstore. You can charge prescription drugs to your student 
account if you ask the nurse to do so; you can even get them delivered to 
the school if you don't have a car. There is a town bus every weekday; it 
leaves from the Pladta at 4:00pm and leaves the Plaza downtown at 
5:30pm. You can check out LFs from the library music room (but not 
compact disks). Copies of all Friday night lectures are available in the 
Dean's office in the Tower Building (hint: Diane Trudell, the registrar, can 
answer almost any question you may have about Tower Building office 
procedures and she is incredibly friendly). You can reserve the Thorpe 
Room (second floor of Peterson Student Center) at the switchboard and 
watch movies on the VCR there. You can use the equipment and the 
pianos in the rooms of the Fine Arts Building; just check out a key at the 
Switchboard. From there you may also check out playing cards, ^ess or 
backgammon sets. You can reserve couches for the movies on Saturday 
nights; you just have to take them into the Great Hall during the day and 
return them where you found them afterwards. Mail is delivered twice 
a day, Monday through Friday; around 10:30am and 4:30pm. Campus 
mail is distributed at frequent intervals throughout the entire day. You 
can call Security (via the Switchboard during the day) if you get locked 
out of your dorm room. If you buy coffee at the Coffee Shop and bring 
your own mug you can get a discount, and you get one free reM no matter 
what. There are recycling bins everywhere; you can recycle all your glass, 
aluminum, tin, and paper. And if you have any more questions, remem-
ber librarian Inga Waite's exhortation to just "ASK!"

Welcome again all twenty-seven of you to St. John's and try not to get 
too stressed out; remember that a day or two of insanity just makes you 
appreciate all the other relatively normal days. Bon chancelO

r COMPUTER ]
I UPDRTE I
I by Hans Von Briesen, Tutor ■
I An update on the newStudent Computer Center is in order. The |
I Music Library has been moved to the Southwest Room of Meem, i 

freeing up the former room for a computer center. This is a very nice 
I room, and we are lucky to get it for the Student Computer Center I 
I with no modifications necessary. Its drawback is that we caimot I 
I have 24-hour access until some time in the future when we have i 
' more management experience with the center, and can then make 
I arrangements for 24-hour access. Meanwhile, access will be limited | 
I to hours when the library is open. I
I Apple is now processing our Higher Education Purchase Pro- .
I gram (HEPP) application through its contract department. The I 
I corporation is going through some changes, closing for three | 
I we^ over the holidays. Our initial order is in, but it won't be i 

processed until the contract is approved, and the shipment will be 
I made three weeks after the order is processed. Mr. Duran has been I 
I pushing this process as best he can, and at this time he is, to put it I 
I mildly, disappointed in Apple Corporation's response. Arrival i 
' will be about the time senior essays are due. *
I The upshot of this is that seniors should not, repeat, not, count |
I on the arrival of the Macintosh computers to complete their senior I 
■ essays. Sorry, folks; we did our best, and shall continue to do so. ■ 
I Meanwhile, Ms. Kate Halaow, Mr. Bobby McQees, and my- >
I self, with considerable help from Mr. Richard Kruempel, and the | 
I full support of Ms. Inga Waite, have moved the three aged but | 

upgrad^ Tandy PC clones from SAG'S computer room to the new 
I computer center. Ms. Halcrow has installed WordPerfect on all I 
I threemachinesandisoffeiingtohelpstudentsmastertheminimal I 
I command set. Command menus are on-screen, so reference to the i
• manual should be minimal. Those who have their own WordStar '
I system disks may continue to use them on these machines, but Ms. | 
I Halcrow rightly points out that it is well worth the little extra time I 
I toswitchto,andgetsomeexperiencein,oneoftheword-processing . 
I standards of the IBM-compatible world. WordStar is out, accord- ' 
I ing to conventional wisdom. |
I I carmot emphasize enough the importance of backing up your i

essay file to a second diskette hourly or at least daily. The traiuna 
I of losing a week or more of work to an unforeseen glitch is I 
I unforgettable—^and unnecessary. I
I By the time this is in press, the dean's computer committee will i
* have met to consider a policy statement for the center, and a user's * 
I agreement to be subscribed to by every user of the center. I | 
I anticipate that the staffing for the center will be worked out by a I 
I student computer committee, presently consisting of two seniors, . 
I Mr. Todd Fahmer and Mr. fean Smith, plus two work-study • 
I positions yet to be chosen by the library staff How the student | 
I committee should be constituted for the long run has yet to be i

worked out.
1 That's almost the story. I should add that the faculty machine in 1
I my office, a 386 with a laser printer, can be used for finished I 
I printout by arrangement. In addition, it is possible that the i 

Macintosh faculty machine can, in principle, be used for the same * 
I purposebyspedalarrangemenfbut wewillhaveto workitoutas | 
I the need arises, hopefully without temporal pressuresllO |

I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I
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ANNAPOLIS DEAN BRANN: WHAT WE ARE
The first of a troo-part series.
Eva Brann submitted this annual Statement of 
Educational Policy and Program totheFaadtyand 
the Board in her capacity as Chair of the Instruction 
Committee,

In this world of troubles it is a positive 
blessing to be afflicted with the lesser of two 
possible evils. The two evils that might bring 
acute harm to our college are internal discord 
and external pressure. At present we are 
blessed—apparently, and for the moment— 
insofar as we are sufficiently of one mind about 
the Program and its execution for our misgiv-
ings and differences to count as tokens of a 
vigorous commimal life.

Our basic unanimity is so mudi the more to 
be cherished since it is one condition for weath-
ering the fierce trials to vsMch the world is 
about to subject this tough and fragile little 
school.

Tomention only a sampling: Our admissions 
are threatened by justifiably rising tuitions, the 
bottoming-out of the high school population, 
and the competiticai of richer schools for stu-
dents whose parents are economically hard 
pressed. The study of the Western Great Books 
hasbecomeapolitidzedby-word,andthelisting 
of them in a canon is under academic attack. 
The balanced evaluation of effort, ability and 
performance we accord our students has to be 
defended against the new national mania for 
mandated quantitative outcomes assessment. 
Our appointments may become vulnerable to 
statisti<^ "diversity" d^ands, just when there 
is an acute shortage of minority academics, 
while a projected shortfall of college teachers in 
general will make the mcxlesty of our salaries 
an issue. We are beset by all sorts of legal 
liability considerations and by government re-
quirements affecting appointments, student 
discipline, alcoholanddnigpx>licies,retirement 
rules. We are driven into all kinds of statistical 
record-keepnng and -publishing. Our budget 
projections for the coming decade are grim, 
while public resources for institutional and 
student aid are being reallcxated a way from us. 
Yet fierce as they are, these external pressures 
cannot do us much long-term harm, provided 
we maintain oin internal integrity.

My original plan, conveyed to the Board last 
year, was to attempt an account of the relation 
St. John's might have to the coirntr/s present 
educational emergency, since, it seems to me, 
this is our moment Even as our ways are under 
attack, we have never been needed more and 
have never had a more eager, albeit latent, 
constituency. Meanwhile, however, the heav-
ens have op>ened and a flcxxl of writing in 
defense of traditional liberal education has come 
to our aid. It is not always couched our terms, 
but enough has been said about Great Bcx>ks, 
the role of the West, the Canon, to surfeit the 
most eager p3olemicalapp3etite. As things have 
develop>ed it seems best not to rejoin the aca-
demic fray until issues of inherent intdlectiud 
substance have reemerged from the debate of 
theday. Moreover, in the faceof the Annapolis 
camp>us's forthcoming re-accreditaticm reWew, 
a consensus seems to have developied that on

the East coast, at least, our best bet is to take the 
higfi ground and, refrainingfrom defensiveness, 
to present our case p>ersistently, candidly ancl 
caiWully. Our exp>ekation is that it will pnove 
irresistible on it own grounds. In textbcx>ks on 
educaticm our sort of program is dubbed 
"p>erennialism," and we might as well conduct 
oursdves accordingly.

1 thought that, instead, now might be the 
time for recalling to ourselves certain founding 
notions not of the Program, vdiidi is an intd- 
lectual construct, but of the College, vcMch is a 
living community. By describing us as a "living 
cammunity," 1 mean that we are a scxiety of 
p>eople united by a desire to know, \dio exp>ect 
to learn, at least in part, through common in- 
cpuiry, idio are readily accessible to each other 
at almost all hours for spwdfic advice and reflec-
tive conversation, and who p>articip>ate as 
faithfully aspx»siblein the scheduled occasions 
of the College.

The founding notions of this community are 
in need of recollection for two reasons. Rrst, a 
large p>ropx>rtion of our faculty and our board 
have joined us recently and may never have 
heard them. Second, in times of external stress 
and internal prospjerity communities tend to a 
certain insidious regularization, brought about 
by innocent small accommodations. We are 
larger, more extended, more complex, more 
formally qualified, (and also more actually 
learned) than we ever were. Having much to 
p>rotect, there is a danger that we may, gradu-
ally and imwittingly, recede from the divine 
madness that is our reason for being and our 
mark of distinction.

The notions I mean to recollect for us are the 
tenets of a radical p>edagogy—radical in con-
ception but moderated by earth-boimd good 
sense. I learned them in foe late fifties, in foe 
heady, halcyon days of my first years, from 
Jacob Klein, William Darkey, Rob^ Bart and 
Winfree Smith. I offer them here in foe shap>e of 
sixteen negative maxims, negative because they 
differentiate foe ways of this community of 
learning from normal academic p>ractice.

In my heart of hearts I myself, and sufficient 
number of my colleagues, l^eve in them. But 
a modem college is, we know, not to be main-
tained vfoollyfromourheartofhearts—p)efoap» 
more by foe skin of our teeth. The pxant is to 
preserve these tenets in principle even while 
breaching them, on occasion and with delib-
eration, in pn-actice (Steadfast action in this 
two-tiered mode is, 1 believe, called prudence.) 
Nevertheless, it is foe chief business of foe two 
deans to maintam, as best they can, the pure 
essence of foeschool—justasitisfoepresidents' 
main task to protect its solid existence. Our 
common task is, it seems to m^ to be sure that 
foe fotmding faith continues to irradiate that 
affairs of foe college, thereby preserving its 
essence, while devising foe wis^ compromises 
necessary to its continuing existence. To this 
pmrpxwe, mindfulness is everything.

l.WE RECEIVE NO COdPENSATTOSI.
In 1957 Winfree &nifo began a rep>ort of foe 

salary coirunittee with words to fills effect:

Teachingisnotajobbutavocation. Theexpres- 
sion of this understanding is foe fact that we are 
nothiredbutap>px)inted. Teachingisinvaluable 
and thus has no measurable value. The money 
weareglvenisnotacompiensation for lost time 
but a stipend for living. It ought to be decent- 
in piarticular it ought to provide for foe educa-
tion of tutors' children—^but no more. Work 
and p>ay are disjunct here. Consequently tutors 
owe foe college their waking time, simply: The 
college is our vocation and our pwychedcs are 
foe condition of its exercise.

Nevertheless foe Instruction Committee has 
steadfastly resisted foe idea of super-abundant 
teadiing assignments (defined as more than foe 
traditional three-thirds), and I piersistently de-
fend foe notion fiiat an extra load is a definable 
and oompiensable quantity: More work, extra 
pay.

1 hop>e we can continue to live in both modes 
at once—neither reckoning too dosdy foe need 
of foe college, nor impxising on our tutors' 
generosity or making their existence a hardship.

2. WEDEUVERNOCC»dMODITYTOOUR 
STUDENTS.

In foe tin-ear jargon of foe educational bu- 
reauCTacy students are now dubbed "users," 
Le consumers. Our students are, instead, p>ar- 
Udpants in learning. Our first criterion for 
tutorial appointments is, in fact, not foe ability 
to teach but foe ability to learn. We do have 
ample reason to think that our students' edu-
cation is somehow, in oxir, foe frculty's, hands.

Yet though we are p>erhap>s a necessary 
condition for it (and therefore blame ourselves 
for its failures), we are far from being sufficient. 
We are devoted teadhers who doubt whether 
teaching is pxissible. We do know that fellow 
learners can help each other. Accordingly we 
judge our students not only on foe progress of 
their sdf-imp>rovement but on foe contribution 
they make to their colleagues in foe dass.

All in all our chief p>e^gogical faith is that 
knowledge is not an artide sold to student but 
foe effed of commimal effort. And yet This 
education terrifically exp>ensive. Hard pressed, 
over extended, debt-ridden p>arents and stu-
dents naturally have foe sense of wanting 
somethingfbrfoeirmoney. Thestudents'money 
worrieshave to be ours (particularly foe deans'), 
and we have to help all we can. Nevertheless, 
foe disjunction of money and our activity, even 
thought it flies in foe face of all our economic 
instincts, has to be absolute; or we are tainted as 
tutors, help>ers of genuine learning.

3. WE DO NOT PREPARE STUDENTS TO 
MAKE A LIVING, but we do help them to 
examine and shapa fodr lives. Our program 
does not jig student into a career, thou^ it does 
prepare them to find a calling. Our students 
know this fact about their school very well—^it 
is foe subject of continual affectionate sour— 
sweet comment. The very efficacy of these four 
years in shapnng our students' future deprends 
on foefr fre^cm from practical pressure and

continued onpage 10
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POLITY MINUTES, SIMON G BONE STYLE
26 January 1992

Present: A. Ritter, Chair; Russ Ford, Vice Chair; Simon G Bone, Secretary; Tom Jacobson, Treasurer; Joanna 
Cooney; Steve Jablon; Angela Junk; CrispianSmith; Daniel Flaumenhof; Don Cook, Assistant Dean; visiting: David 
Harmon, Daphne Blumenthal, Pete Rubenstein

We're missing the nonstop excitement of the Super Bowl when Treasurer Tom Jacobson speaks. He has the 
books from last semester and says that we spent $11 (^, or $1161 more than the $9875 we had. This is what's known 
as deficit spending, and other nvightier govemnients do it all the time; imfortunately, rve can't print a lot more 
roubles to cover it.

Then, Greg Brown is here,with a charter for the HIV Task Force, whose goal is to "disseminate info" (check your 
Latin roots there, Greg) and prevent the spread of the human immunodeficiency virus. Looks like there'll be no 
prevention until next week, when Greg comes back with the full proposal.

Now, if s time for a hearty debate on a topic suggested by Assistant Dean Don Cook: whether townies can use 
the Polity drum kit. It turns out some Santa Fe citizen not affiliate xvith the college asked Chair Ritter and others for 
permission to use said drums. Is this a bad idea? Will the floodgates be opened to towme drummers if we choose 
to let this person use our trapset? Can we kill off our budget deficit by selling use of our drums to Santa Feans? The 
departure of Drum Head Josh Cohen means we don't have a single drum authority to help us dedde. There are 
a lot of connected matters (paying deposits, for example) for which there is no definitive answer, and we agree to 
ponder this question further in later meetings...

.. .but if s not just drums. Nay, when we said "drums," we meant 'Tolity stuff as a whole." Synecdoche? At 
Assistant Dean Cook's urging, the Polity Council must decide on the best way of checking out items at the 
switchboard. The coimcil aligns itself into two camps: the freedom-lovers, including me, who advocate a simple 
lef s-see-your-ID system, and the Li Peng fan club, who think it a good idea that you should have to leave your ID 
card at the switchyard. After some discussion, the latter approach was adopt^, 6 in favor, 2 opposed.

Don Cook wants to talk about the staff parking lot next to the library. A lot of students forgrt to move their 
vehicles before the staff parking time resumes at 7:30 on Mondays, arousing the ire of the staff who park there. 
Whaf s a student government to do? Cook asks if higher fines are a good idea, and Representative Jablon suggests 
that the time that student parking ends be moved forward to 3:00, with a "grace period" extending to 730. 
Representative Ctooney asks us why the staff have the parking lot closest to Lowers, when there are other staff 
parking lots that are seldom full. Why shouldn't it always be student parking? Cook says he'll try out our ideas on 
the other Powers That Be.

Just for the record: the Coimdl voted in favor of granting $100 each to the Seducers 'n' Corrupters party and the 
Super Bowl festivities.

"Put the kettle on, Baldrick."

Monday, 20 January 1992
Attending: Taeko Onishi, Mary V/dliver, Heather Howell, Tim Maher, Ron Scrogham.
The schedule for staffing the Student Tutoring Center was confirmed. There is a need for volunteer student tutors 

who would be able to be at the (Henter, in Meem Library, on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings from 8:00pm to 
10:00pm. Contact the S.I.C. through campus mail or at the Center if interested. Tlie Committee discussed ways to get 
people involved in student tutoring this year so that they will continue next year.

It seems that both the Student Tutoring Center and the math/lab assistant are not familiar to all students. In regards 
to this, a meeting will be held for all current freshmen and January freshmen to acquaint them with these available 
services. Also, a letter will be sent to the faculty reminding them of the presence of the Center for referrals. A meeting 
will be held with Thomas Cogdell, the math/lab assistant, to discuss the effectiveness and the awareness of students 
of the math/lab assistant program.

Next week, the Committee will meet with Mr. Houser regarding the recommendation of the faculty committee 
considering the art tutorial to to the Facility Instruction Committee. Also, the S.I.C. will meet with Mr. Cook concerning 
the absence policy and the effectiveness of the algebra test. Mr. (Zook has requested that juniors express to him any 
difficulties concerning algebra thus far encoimtered in the junior math tutorial. The meeting will be at 4:00pm, 
Wednesday 29 January, in the hallway in front of the dining hall.

Meetings will be held on Mondays at 4:00pm in the same hallway. All are invited to attend.

MINUTES
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Ofp-'E® (PAg'ES
The Moon is now offering an open forum to members of the community who wish to share their 
thoughts, opinions, and ideas through the newspaper. Send op-eds of any length to The Moon via campus 
mail.

BEAUTY IN THE BEAST
by Peter Rubenstein '95

Welcome and welcome back to intellec-
tual hinterland. My guess is that more than 
a few times during the weeks gone by you 
picked up your tattered copy of Riad, 
Pehpponesian Wars, Summa Theobgica, Tom 
Jones, or Brothers K, sought out a warm, 
comfortable, and well-lit spot, turned up 
some non-distracting listening material, 
settled in, searched for your correct leav- 
ing-off spot, and exclaimed, "Hell with 
this, rU go see a movie."

Well I did. One of these episodes occa-
sioned a visit to my local film purveyor to 
catch Disney's Beauty and the Beast. The 
movie was animated beautifully, the mu-
sic only vaguely aimoying, and it was one 
of the few cinematic offerings of which the 
spectacle of the big screen makes it almost 
worth shelling out the six bucks. This is not 
a film review, this film had an important 
problem: the ending stinks.

No, Disney didn't muck around with 
the story significantly, but they should 
have. It's the fairy tale wherein my com-
plaint lies. You know the one: beast meets 
girl, girl is repulsed by beast, beast charms 
girl, beast and girl fall in love, beast tuims 
into thecoverboyfor Seventeen with mucho 
dinero. Boy and girl live happily ever after. 
Rne, if sappy, up until that last bit.

The message of the first hour-and-a- 
half, as far as I could make out, was: Exterior 
appearances are unimportant; real beauty 
comes from within. The message of the last 
five minutes, the one that stays with the 
impressionable movie-goers, is this instead: 
Be subtle; don't pursue exterior beauty 
and material wealth in an obvious way— 
be patient and play your cards right and 
you'll get those things anyway.

The goal, the tale implies, is the same; 
only the methods differ. This idea is not 
limited to Beauty. Au contraire—^it per-
vades our entire culture and way of think-
ing about morality and virtue. It is the basis 
of the ages old exhortation of many religions 
to practice humility, virtue, and charity in 
exchange for "riches in heaven" or the 
equivalent. Marx called this ideology the 
"opiate of the people" but still accepted the 
presumption that economics is the vital

basis of human pursuits. My complaint is 
not so much that this mindset dupes the 
masses into accepting inequity of material 
distribution as that it cheapens the mean-
ing of virtue as a whole. If orw's ratiorule 
for forgoing the pursuit of material excess 
and sensual pleasures is to guarantee 
oneself...material excess and sensual 
pleasure wherein lies the morality?

Glaucon perceived this problem clearly 
in his discussion with Socrates in The Re-
public. He insisted that any contemplation 
of the just and the unjust person must be 
free of the intrusion of exterior fectors. To 
paraphrase him, the unjust person must be 
considered perfectly unjust to the extent of 
being able to make himself seem perfectly 
just and reap the rewards thereof. The just 
person, conversely, must be stripped of all 
semblance of justice, so that it is clear that 
he does not act justly to obtain the benefits 
conferred; he must be punished as if he 
were the worst of humans although he is 
the most just. Glaucon extended his para-
digm even to the gods themselves, de-
manding that they, too, must must be 
considered to dole out reward and con-
demnation based on solely the semblance 
of justice. The reason being that otherwise 
a person could be said to act justly or 
imjustly for the hope or fear of the afterlife. 
Glaucon wanted to have his argument 
disproved, but not by a disavowal of his 
conditions; rather he wanted an honest 
appraisal of the best way to live one's life 
for its own sake. Socrates took up the 
gauntlet and attempted to prove the desir-
ability of being just simply. The dialogue 
which follows may or may not present a 
compelling argument for the adoption of a 
just lifestyle, but at least it tackles the prob-
lem honestly, on its own terms.

I happened to catch an airing of The 700 
Club the other day which provided me 
with a glimpse into the message of modem 
televangelical religion. The episode was a 
discussion of the loss of moral values, of 
any sense of right and wrong, among 
today's teenagers. The solution the Very 
Reverend Pat Robertson had for this prob-
lem was very simple: send twenty dollars

a month to The 700 Club. He quoted con-
tinuously from the Gospels a passage to 
the effect that if you give your money to 
God, similar reward be pressed down 
upon you, overflowing with bounty. There 
was even an interview with a twenty-year- 
old Bible Belt man who forgoes some of his 
monthly expenses to send money to Pat. 
The man described an eleven dollar tip he 
received in his job as a waiter as "God's 
little way of saying thank you." The irony, 
of course, is that the "mordity" Robertson 
offers the "misguided youth" is nothing 
but a simple capitalist exchange of goods 
and services. He is blind to the feet that his 
own moral bankruprtcy is symptomatic of 
the societal attitude that produces in people 
a cynical view of right and wrong.

The conclusion of The Fountainhead by 
Ayn Rand is an example in literature of the 
dilution of an otherwise bold moral mes-
sage. Peter Keating, the anti-hero who 
spent his life pandering to the opinions of 
others, obtaining fame and popularity 
whileobliterating his soul, loses his wealth, 
renown, and looks, and comes to realize 
the depth of his own misery. Howard 
Roarke, the antiestablishmentarian archi-
tect with integrity, gains the lucre and 
reputation that he disdained to pursue. 
Keating should have retained his trapping 
and blissful ignorance, Roarke his igno-
miny and poverty, rather than having a 
fairy-tale ending ruin a compelling contrast 
of two pure and antithetic^ lifestyles.

Which returns me to an actual fairy-
tale: Beauty and the Beast. Perhapsonecould 
argue that the function of a fairy-tale is not 
to convey a message but to make people 
feel good. Nevertheless, Socrates' argu-
ment that childrens' tales should attempt 
to be positively formative has merit. Per-
haps they should not be, in deference to 
our society's premium on libertarianism, 
in the form of px>inted morality plays; but 
at least they should be clear and unflinch-
ing representations of the moral issues 
involved in human existence. The moral: 
The beast should have remained a beast; 
better yet, the beauty should have gotten 
uglytoo.O
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STANDARDS CAN BE HELPFUL
by Hallie Leighton '92

Many who have critidzed the Pro-
gram, be they non-Johnnies or dis-
gruntled ex-Johnnies, have pointed to 
its complete lack of regard for essential 
subjects such as history. 1 disagree that 
a St. John's education spits in the face of 
history as many may be led to believe 
from ^e lack of it in the Program. But 
in many cases the admissions policy 
does. The school is blissfully free of 
rigid admissions standards based 
heavily on GPA's and SAT scores. The 
school is small enough that we look 
beyond the nvunbers and get a more in- 
depth look at oior prospectives. But 
there is a difference between rejecting 
students who are not the "best and 
brightest," which Annapolis Dean 
Brann discourages in her Statement of 
Educational Policy (printed in this is-
sue), and rejecting students who have 
no background in subjects such as 
history.

Afewyearsagoafreshman enrolled 
at the Aimapolis campus at the age of 
fourteen. That was the most outstand-
ing, but not the only, case in which a 
student has been accepted perhaps 
prematurely. In some cases students 
have been accepted without finishing 
the tenth grade, or taking any remedi^ 
courses to prepare themselves for col-

lege. By accepting these students the 
school is denying them the opportunity 
to appreciate the Program fully. This is 
not to say a student should not be 
accepted because he/she did not re-
ceive adiplomabecauseof a failed gym 
class. It is iw)t even to say that the 
college should hold school to be the 
only place where a student can become 
learned. (As Mark Twain said, 'T will 
not let school get in the way of my 
education.") The school should how-
ever, be assured before admitting a 
student that he/she has both the neces-
sary tools needed to do well here and a 
passingknowledgeof subjects wedon't 
study here.

True, this is an unconventional col-
lege. But it does not ignore subjects 
studied elsewhere so much as it pre-
supposes a knowledge of them. I have 
struggled in math and science at this 
school, but probably would have fared 
ten times worse if I hadn't taken alge-
bra, geometry, trigonometry, biology, 
and chemistry before I came here. 
People who have taken calculus and 
physics have fared even better. The 
only thing we learn here that we were 
supposed tohaveleamed in high school 
is writing. This school doesn't teach us 
how to write a sentence, but, ideally.

how to write a paper our senior 
year.

Back to history, a subject we don't 
study or need here. In most cases 
knowledge of a Great Book author's 
historical backgroimd is trot even per- 
tinentorappropriatetoclassdiscussion. 
But it can still only abet a student's 
private reading of, say, Luther's Chris- 
fwn Liberty ard Tolstoi's Viarand Peace. 
Admittedly, we are supposed to look 
at the works free of our preconceptions 
and keep our outside knowledge to 
ourself here. Someone could un-
doubtedly do very well at this school 
without any background in history. 
But I still argue that an education 
without a knowledge of history is not a 
complete educatioa Therefore, I dis-
agree with Dean Brann'sstatement that 
this school should not be selective in 
intention. Brann says, 'Tt is...a rare 
tragedy that a person wants to learn 
here and is unequal to the Program." 
The above cases are examplesof people 
who are "unequal to the Program"; 
luckily, the problem could easily be 
remedied with a few preparatory 
coiu'ses beforehand, or even just some 
serious independent study.O

DOWN WITH PC, UP WITH S&C!
Moon Editorial

In the recent January Freshman/GI 
convocation speech. President Agresto 
pointed out that this is a school where we 
are happily free of political correctness. 
However, the administration's harming of 
the name "Seducers and Corrupters" two 
years ago makes one wonder if the phrase 
PC was invented here. It seems to us that 
the name and the mode of attire (freshman 
wear white; upperclassmen wear black) of 
the freshman initiation party is metaphori-

cal. The seduction is from the iimocence of 
blind faith into the thrill of the hunt for 
elusivetruth.Thecorruptionisoneintothe 
uncertain and somewhat subversive mode 
of thought that St. John's inspires. One 
could argue that this is not everyone's in-
terpretation. But that's the tricky thing 
about censorship: it doesn't take varying 
interpretations into accovmt. It shuts off the 
possibility of discourse by eliminating 
certain topics from being accessible to 
conversation. We could accidentally ban a

Great Bookon the same grounds. ..that it is 
considered offensive. (In fact, we could 
ban just about all of them on these grounds).

It has been stated by the administration 
that the party title is conducive to sexual 
harrassment, but one can only wonder 
whether a person who harrasses someone 
because of a name would not be inclined to 
do so anyway.

So, to keep St. John's a PC-free campus, 
we urgethattheadministration reconsider 
its banning of this less-than-sanitary 
name.O
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ARTIST / TEACHER 
CONTINUES SERIES
by Darien Large '95

Robert A. Nelson is the current artist in the St. John's 
College Artists/Teachers Series. For those of you who want 
to sign up for his class, sorry, it's a little late, but Mr. Nelson's 
exhibit will be on display through 30 January at the art 
gallery on the second floor of Petersoit

Mr. Nelson is a Professor of Art at Millersville University 
in Pennsylvania. His works have been exhibited in galleries 
andmuseuinsthroughouttheUnitedStatesand are included 
in the permanent collections of the Smithsonian Institute, 
the Minnesota Museum of Art, the Springfield Art Mu-
seum, the Seattle Art Museum and the U5. Embassies 
Abroad Collection among many others.

His current show is entitled Damaged Heroes, a collection 
of watercolors, drawings, and mixed media sculptures. 
Many of his works are based on "narratives involving 
archetypal heroes"; one of his most easy to recognize nar-
ratives is his painting of Little Red Riding Hood being 
unambiguously conquered by the Wolf. Mr. Nelson's work 
uses the vocabulary of arumals' bodies and man-made 
implements of destruction to tell stories of primal violence 
that are as fascinating to the viewer as they are shocking. 
Others of his work define human beings in terms of 
manufactured parts;humanbodies as assemblagesof wood, 
metal and glue. And yet at the same time these people are 
strangely beautiful.

Next up is Diane Katsiaficas from the University of 
Minnesota in Miimeapolis. Her showis entitled Limenfs and 
isdescribedasacollectionof"oilpastds,coii^uter-generated 
images, recycled materials, and mixed media works as 
visual metaphors for a growing isolation from irature." The 
Artist Reception and Gallery Talk for Ms. Katsiaficas and 
her show will be held on Sunday 2 February from 3-5pm, 
and she will be giving a public lecture on Wednesday 5 
February at 8pm.O

SEX ISSUES STUDY 
GROUP SPEAKS
by Jeremy Scott Davis '94

The Sl^ is being set up to discuss issues regarding: 
sexual orientation—thisincludesheterosexual,homosexual, 
lesbian, and bisexual; relations between parties in relation-
ships—^man vs. man, woman vs. man, woman vs. woman. 
Other topics might also include any other idea that the rest 
of the group agrees upon. The group will be meeting every 
Tuesday at 7KX) pm in the Thorpe room, with the first being 
on28 January to deddeontopicsforfuture meetings. Future 
topics will be posted, and all are welcome to the meetings.O

ROLL OVER DUKES 
OF HAZARD
by Laiurae Melbin '93

The Midwinter Film Series, sponsored by Dean Van 
Luchene begins Wednesday, 29 January with Martin 
Scorsese's Italian American. CWginally, former Dean Carey 
began the Series, and it has become a tradition. This year's 
Series was designed and engineered by Dorothy Van 
Luchene, Mr. Venkatesh (Tutor) and Matthew Kelty '92. 
The films are documentaries, focusing on "the event." They 
were chosen because of the political, historical and occasion-
ally personal issues they focus oa "The documentary is an 
ignored form of dnema...Between Mr. Venkatesh and my-
self, we have seen all of the mo vies and felt passionate about 
them. We thought they should be seen," said Mr. Kelty.

For All Mankind, an inspiring look at the first steps on the 
moon, and Triumph of the Will are classics, according to Mr. 
Kelty. Althoughoneusuallyexpects to see,as Mr. Venkatesh 
said, "a neutral recording of historic fact,"Triumph of the Will 
is an incredible piece of Nazi propaganda.

Filmed by Leni Rienfenst^, Hitler's favorite cinema-
tographer, Triumph of the Will plays February fifth. About 
the liurd Reich, "it is a dream, a beautiful dream...which 
almost makes you forget about the atrocities committed by 
Nazi Germany," said Mr. Kelty. "Documentaries canbe and 
usually are myth makers..History becomes myth through 
documentary," said Mr. Venkatesh. Mr. Kelty added that 
the series contains both extremes of fact and myth, charac-
terized by Italian American and Triumph of the Will, respec-
tively.

Italian American is an example of the "newer form of 
documentaiy," added Mr. Kelty, where the audience and 
the subjects are very aware of Ae director's role. Scorsese 
interviews his parents about their experiences as Italian 
immigrants in a moving and interesting film

Another political documentary. The Life and Times of 
Harvey Milk, was described as "one of the best films of the 
decade." It chronicles the life of MUk, the first openly gay 
personelectedtopublicofficeintheU.S.,andhissubsequent 
murder.

One film they were not able to get was The Sorrow and The 
Pity. For those who have seen Annie Hall, you might re-
member it as the film on the French Resistance during WWII 
that Woody Allen sees several times during the movie. If 
you get a chance to see it, Mr. Venkatesh says it is incredible.

All the documentaries are recommended highly by Mr. 
Venkatesh and Mr. Kelty. However, Mr. Kelty cautioned 
thrill seekers that "there are no car chases in them!"

The film series begins Wednesday, 29 January at 7.00 pm, and 
continues for six consecutive Wednesdays. For a complete list of 

films, consult Flicks, the film society's catalogue. The films are free 
ofcharge.O
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^ LECTURE!

« ^ «1;^|r irK^-Clttanm

ifig Hear the ixMn?
A: If sufficient depthoftopsoiKseven

to nine inches) is prOvid^ and you 
give them sufficicmt water in d)ty peri-
ods, (which drag On and on, furrowing 
into your soul, often), >«ou should be in 
fwctfy good shape to grow almost any 
annual that strikes your fancy. A tip 
don't get hopelessly drunk before you 
start, and don't approach the project 
through the miasma of despair. Also, 
remember the gloves and stay busy.

Q: The ermns of rny veronicas are rts- 
ine fl&fit'f the surface. Can J da anything 
about this?

A: Veronicas tend to raise their 
crowns if they're kept in the same spot 
too long. Thty'vc been stagnant and 
they're starting to fester; like madmen 
in *e dark, with great wild eyes they 
are coming to get you, because yew 
corrupted hand should iwver touch 
beauty.

If your heart is set on it, move the 
veronicasinalargesoilbag.Thenretum
to yoiu lifo of error and sin, unhi you, 
too, die and fester in a very large soil 
bag.

■We’re wishing for the moon. The ■ 
ZMooh  needs a new computer,"
■ preferably a Macintosh Il-series. ■
■Anyone interested in making a" 
■tax-deductible donation please" 
.contact Hallie Leighton at "
■ 984-8554 ■

by Darien Large *95
Friday night's lecture was given by Mr. 

LawreiKe Bans, a tutor at the Aiuiapolis 
campus, and was entitled "On the Rd^on 
Between Philosophy and Rdigioa"

Mr. Bems discussed the relationship be-
tween philosophy and religion as seen by 
andent,mediev^and modem philosophers. 
The piimaiy thesis was that philosophy and 
science canre into the world by separating 
themselves from religion. Thus philosophy 
defined itself in terms of religion: it is what 
religion is not In antiquity, philosophy as 
weU as religion looked for explanations in 
nature; however philosophy ukd as its only 
arbiter the human reason.

For ancient philosophy the ultimate ends 
can be found in nature itself. Thus Aiistofie 
speaks of the "final caused' of an organism as 
existing in the organism itself. contrast, 
medieval philosophy saw aH ends as redd-
ing withinsomeexteriorvoliticKvwithinsome 
intellect That ultimate residence of purpose 
is Gcxl. St. Hiomas Aquinas sees God as the 
one who wills plants to grow, animals to 
reproduce, humanity to organize as society.

It is in medieval rdigion and philosophy 
that their antagonistic rdatiorrship can be 
seen in sharpest relief . Revelation was hdd to 
besuperiortoreasonandphilosophy.FDrthe 
faithful, reason can never be the final author-
ity becairse foith implies the possibility of 
revealed truth and miraculous events. In 
contrast, reason must of necessity hold that 
faith is merely insufficient knowl^ge. Faith 
is cheating. Thus each stance presupposes 
what it needs to hold its own agaiw the 
other. "Rdigionandphilosophyappeartobe 
mutually irrefutable."

Modemphilosophy,ingeneral,isanthro- 
pocentric; that is, it holds humanity to be the 
source ofthe final end of all things.Humanity 
becomes the fountainhead of intdiigibility ^ 
theunivetseInaway,philosophytakesupa 
religious motive in that it loote for a reason 
forthingsbeingthewaytheyare;inparticu]ar, 
anthropocentric philosophy "secularizes fire 
santification of individuality," prrevioudy 
justified by the belief that ance God created 
individuals they must be acoormted for. 
Modem philosophy no longer looks further 
than hurnanity itsdf for its bases. Modem 
philosophers, in particular Hegel and 
Heid^ger, attempt to combine rdigkm and 
philosophy into what H^ called a "ratio-
ned kingdom onearth";Hdd^gerexpressed 
a similar sentiment when he asserted that 
'To question is the piety of fiiought"

Copies of all F^y ni^ lectures are 
availableintheDean'sOffioeonthefirst flora- 
ofWeigjeHalLO

RAVE
REVIEWS
Freshmen;

History: Petrified imaginatioa 
—Arthur Baer

History: Hie study of other people's mis-
takes.

—Philip Guedalla 

Sophomores:

Theology: Hiat madness gone systematic 
which tries to crowd God's fulln^ into a 
formula and a system.

—JoelKau

Theolog)^: A blind man in a dark room 
seardiing for a black cat vdiich isn't there— 
and finding it.

—Anon.

JunioiK

Newton once lived next door to a rather 
inquisitive widow, who was unaware of her 
neighbor's identity and renown. The lady 
was visited one day by a fellow of the Royd 
Society of Londoiv to whom she related the 
strange behavior of the "poor crazy gentle-
man" next door. "Every morning," she said, 
"when the sun shines so brightly that we are 
obliged to draw the window blinds, he takes 
hisseatinfiontofatubofsoapbubbles,blows 
through a common day pipe, and intently 
watches them until they burst." Following 
his hostess to the window, he said, "The 
person you suppose to be a poor lunatic is 
none other than the great Sir Isaac Newton, 
studying the refraction of light upon thin 
plate, a phenomenon which is brautifully 
exhibited upon the surface of common soap 
bubbles."

—QiftonFadiman

Seniors:

The journal Sdentifk American once ran a 
competitionfor the best exposition of relativ-
ity in three-thousand words. A prize of sev- 
e^ thousand dollars was at stsdee. "I'm the 
only one in my entire drde of friends who is 
not entering," rerrurked Einstein. "I don't 
believe I could do it."

—Clifton Fadittran
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BRANN continued from page 3

spedfic training—that is, after all, what was originally meant by "liberal" 
education: non-utilitarian education. Similarly the program itself is 
effective just insofar as it is only incidentally preparatory—^it prescribes 
studies that are primarily to be done for their own sake, though by reason 
of their universal scope they serve as the foundation of any worldly 
activity.

Qsnsequently we should be oiUy ndldly surprised if, while they are 
with us, our students are occasionally too cavalier about their careers, 
naively in love with the notion of perpetual contemplation, foolishly 
contemptuous of the world. These noble follies wear off soon enough, 
and most of our students scramble themselves into a perfectly respect-
able niche eventually.

That Is on the one hand. On the other, our alimml are rightly 
concerned that effective career counseling should not only be aveulable 
but used. Such counseling (we now have it) should do two things: 
instruct our relatively innocent students in the ways of the working 
world and give concrete graduate school and employment advice. We 
have to have it both ways. We have to insulate our students from the 
would for four years and yet launch them into it.

4.WE PRODUCE NO ASSESSABLE OUTCOME.
The shaping of a soul is a simply immeasurable event; moreover, it is 

sometimes not evident until mu^ time has passed. The small step 
toward serious reflection is more cherished here that the brilliant per-
formance. A singe moral resolve taken in ooirsequence of an intellectual 
insight has for us a worth beyond any score. We attach more value to 
thoughtfulness than to industry, to transformation than to performance, 
to understanding than to competence, to inquiry than to research, to 
heartfelt questions than tobrillimt answers. Three decades ago the world 
needed to hear that good discipline and genuine docility are the students' 
virtues. Now, when quantitative assessment is to redeemfaulty curricula, 
when retention rates are to reveal the quality of a school, we might well 
reaffirm our oldest traditions: Learning is a conversion of the soul; some 
A's are less meritorious than other C's; some ill-written papers contain 
invaluable thoughts; some students who leave the college after a year 
take away more than those who depart with a degree.

Nevertheless imless the rote learning and the detail work get done, the 
conversation will become vaporous. Hence we must keep a dose eye on 
daily performances, such as translations, demonstrations, and discus-
sions. Moreover our students (as do even the tutors) need the goads of 
praise and blame. Hence the don rags, our peculiar form of oral student 
evaluation by a board of all the students' tutors, are certainly assessments 
of objective performance, which we must be concerned with reporting 
accurately. But they are also diagnostic and advisory occasions, when we 
speak to students not about grades, but about the virtues that are our most 
legitimate concern, the intellectual virtues: effort in study, care in criti-
cism, honesty in expression, buthfulness in thought. Implidt in our 
Program is the hypothesis that good students in our sense will be good 
human beings in the world's sense.

5. WE ARE NOT AN ACADEMIC INSTITUTION; we are, instead, a 
community of learning.

We are not "academic" in the pejorative sense, insofar as our studies 
are not intended as a set of academic courses and exercises taken for 
"credit" and separable from the students' real lives; and our program of 
learning is not "institutionalized" insofar as the conventions of the 
college are not allowed to take on a force of their own.

We do have a multitude of institutional ways. In fact, the course of the 
year at the college is more completely determined than the academic 
schedule of any other school that I know (except perhaps our Annapolis 
neighbor to the east) by a calendar of enjoined activities, an iidinity of 
requirements, formalities, procedures, deposited in the files of the deans' 
and presidents' offices. But these way are not only convenient conven-
tions; they are carefully thought out furtherances to our real business, and 
we continually tinker with them to make them more perfectly express our 
educational purpose. Consequently the deans can be called on by any 
student—and often are—to give the rationale of any institutional form, a 
rationale in tune with our claim that this college is a human-scale 
community devoted to the essence and not the formalisms erf learning.

6. WE HAVE NO ADMINISTRATION;
There is no layer of functionaries with separate training and interests.

ostensibly ancillary to the central purpose of the college, but actually 
shaping affairs to its own convenience.

In the early days the college was largdy administered by the teaching 
faculty and some officers tried their hand at teaching (a custom happily 
being revived by our teaching presidents). Now that the complexities of 
institutional existence call for special professional competence and an 
inaeased staff, we preserve the old way as best we can by including the 
administrators in &e faculty; thus they are intimately involved in the 
communal mission. Of course, the presidents and the deans are tutors by 
the Polity, and the deans, normally come from and revert to the teaching 
faculty. Consequently no dedsiems are ever administratively isolated, all 
are made in the spirit of the Program. This institution is for the sake of the 
program, not the converse.

It is something of a grief to the officers of the school that some of us 
now sit in a separate office wing. We compensate by keeping no limited 
office hours: we are simply there as much as possible, and practice 
avoiding bureaucratic obstruction: 'To admiitister" is Latin for “to 
serve."

7. WE ARE NOT PROFESSORS, and perhaps not even teachers. We 
are tutors, guardians of leanung, at most From our founding text, the 
Platonic Meno, we know that the causal relation of teaching and learning 
is a mystery, though, somehow, the presence of a master-learner helps. 
Consequently, as was said, in making appointments andreappointments, 
the Instruction Committee looks first not to special competence, academic 
production, or even pedagogical talent but to the willingness and the 
ability to learn. Our hypothesis is that those who learn best teach best 
since they set the example, have the empathy, and possess the prepara-
tion. We have never looked, and never should look, for the normal 
academic qualifications, such as advanced degrees and scholarly publi-
cations. Some of our most respected—and learned—tutors have no 
doctorate, and some colleagues who have the most to say to us have no 
published writings. The willingness to complete a major piece of a 
academic research may be evidence of a live intellect—and so may the 
unwillingness.

As it happens, a large part of the faculty does have advanced degrees. 
But the competence of thef acuity within the Program, which is formidable, 
cannot be gauged by the usual academic standards. We have carefully 
articulated criteria of our own.

8. WE ARE NEITHER INTELLECTUALS NOR SCHOLARS, at least 
not as tutors. We are not intellectuals in this sense: We do not require 
ourselves to produce and defend intellectual constructs, theories, theses; 
we value inquiries over formulated outcomes. We are not scholars 
insofar as we do not expect ourselves to engage in productive research for 
advancement—first, because there is no advancement, since we have no 
title other than tutor and tenure decisions include not publications 
criterion, and second, because our energies are expected to be absorbed 
in the diverse and difficult leanungrequiredby the Program, thelocution 
"doing our own work" is not heard among us, and our extra-curricular 
productions win us no kudos.

As it happens a fairly large part of the faculty does publish articles and 
books, big and little. These are received with a decent minimum of polite 
interest.

9. WE ARE NOT SELECTIVE, at least not in intention. The notion of 
the "best and the brightest," imposed on students (or tutors) would be 
simply destructive to our central occasion, the senunar. How can a group, 
some of whose members are marked by such a label, talk seriously to ea^ 
other? Moreover, since we reject standard quantitative criteria, how 
would we even begin to justify these invidious differentiations? For us 
desire counts far more than any other qualification, and seriousness more 
than brilliance. Our chief question in admitting a freshman is: Can this 
student profit from the Program and be profitable to the class? It is, in fact, 
a rare tragedy that a person wants to learn here and is unequal to the 
Program on some respectable level. Weaker students may, for example, 
ask the most useful questions. Moreover, our communal style of learning 
is antithetical to competition—to competition, not to distinction.

It is, however, a fact that by the scores (SAT and the like) we appear 
to the world as a highly selective college, a fact of which we are occasionally 
forced to take advantage.

to be continued next week
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Hi folks, and welcome back to the 
monkey house. Snow melts, days 
grow longer, and people stiU wear 
plaid — some things never change. 
But here's how it is:

The St. John's basketball team was 
forced to forfeit two games over vaca-
tion. This tremendous bummer was 
unfortunately compoimded by a le-
gitimate loss on Wednesday, 23 
January. The Sultans of die High 
Court, despite being winless thus far 
this young season, remain focused 
andready,determined to do whatever 
they must in order to ensure a win at 
any cost, including blackmail and ar-

son. We wish them luck and eagerly await an 
article in next 
week's Moon by 
team captain 
Brendan O'Neill, chronicling in detail the trials and 
tribulations of our very own winsome warriors. 
Long live the missed layup!

Volleyball, perhaps the lone bastion of inno-
cence and mirth amid the tumultuous sea of orga-
nized sport and leisure, continues. These hardiest 
of folks still hit every Tuesday night, and newcom-
ers, no matter how bad their haircut, are always 
welcome.

Recently a little aardvark told me that several 
people are rabidly interested in beginning a ski 
team from the school. I suggested to him that all 
participants wear specified attire: fedoras, Cardi-
gan sweaters, clam diggers, and Buck leiderhosen 
—all black of course. Inthisway the St. John's team 
(also dorming concealing hoods and brandishing 
fire pokers rather than poles) would be the scourge 
of the slopes, the bane of all other winter 
recreationists,and assured of certain victory. Ifthis 
sounds even remotely appealing to you, please 
contact The Moon for sign-ups and details.

The same goes for a potential women's basket-
ball team that was jx’oposed at the end of last 
semester. For any and all, see The Moon or Laurae 
Melbin, who is interested in founding it.

Now for news of ti\e world: the Super Bowl has 
come and gone again, much like hulahoops and

velour ctunberbuhds. The result no surprise. The 
Washington Redskins soundly trounced the Buf-
falo Bills 37-24, with the score being hardly indica-
tive of the game's actual course of action. Here's 
how it was.

The Redskins came to play. They jumped out to 
an immediate 10 point lead in the first quarter, and 
added another touchdown to hold a commanding 
17-0 lead by halftime. The hapless Bills, in an 
apparent attempt to imitate the Denver Broncos of 
recent Super Bowls, promptly turned the ball over 
13 seconds into the third quarter. The opportunis-
tic Skins, or Lords of the Gridiron as they are 
known in some circles, again capitalized with yet 
another seven point score. The now desperate 
Buffalo quickly put a field goal and touchdown on 
theboard,butatthatpointitwasallfornaught. The

remainder of 
the game con-
sisted mainly 

trading off scores, as the Bills amassed two more 
touchdowns and the Redskins a touchdown and 
two more field goals. End result: the aforemen-
tioned score.

Standouts in the game were mostly from the 
D.C. area of our nation. Quarterback Mark Rypien 
was exceptional, running backs Ernest Byner, 
Gerald Riggs, and Ricky Ervins (with the former 
two providing three of the team's touchdowns), 
and wide receivers Art Monk, Gary Clark, and 
Ricky Sanders, the inimitable 'Tosse." The "Ho^" 
of the offensive line deserve special mention for 
their almost perfect protection of Rypien, as do 
linemanCharles Mann, linebacker WilbCT Marshall, 
and comerback Darrell Green, for their blanket-
like coverage and constant harrassment of Bills QB 
Jim Kelly and his various cohorts, RB Thurman 
Thomas and WR's Andre Reed and James Lofton. 
Kicker Chip Lohmiller was perfect as well. Heroes 
on the Buffalo side of the field were few and far 
between, though Kelly did have his moments, 
along with kicker Scott Norwood and defensive 
lineman Bruce Smith. All in all, an extremely 
satisfactory game won in fitting manner by the 
truly "better team." Ah.

And so, we again must part for the fleeting time 
of one week. Until then. Vim los muyfeo viciosos en 
la negro farmada!

I SUPER BOWL FLUKE: SKINS SQUEAK BY ^
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Ephe mer a
Tuesday 28 January
7KX) pm in the Thorpe Room
Sexual Issues Study Group meeting. All are welcome.
8:00 pm in the Junior Common Room
Charles Bell's Symbolic History Through Sight and Sound: "Early Christiaiuty: from the origins to the fall of 
Rome." Free admission.

Wednesday 29 January
7:00 pm in the Great Hall
The Sixth Annual Winter Film Series, spoi\sored by the dean. Free admission.
7KK) pm Italian American. Made by a young Martin Scorsese, showing the story of his family's immigration to 
America. <
9:15 pm Emil and Fifi. Director Brett Love goes to spend time with his grandfather Emil, author and activist 
before World War II, whose life now centers around his poodle, Fifi.
Six more documentaries will be shown in this series on Wednesdays, through 11 March.

Friday 31 January
8KX) pm in the Great Hall
Lecture. Richard Kennington, School of Philosophy, Catholic University of America: "Divine Creation and 
Final Causality in Descartes' Meditations."

Saturday 1 February
7KX) pm in the Great Hall 
Humphrey Bogart Night at the Movies.
7KX) pm The Big Sleep 
9:15 pm The Maltese Falcon

Real Meals
Jeremy Davis is now taking suggestions for food at Reality. Suggestions must be practical and low-cost. You 
must have the know-how to make what you suggest and, of course, include a recipe. Get them to him ASAP 
via Campus Mail.

Note from the Don
There will be an algebra class offered by Jennifer Graham begirming Wednesday, 26 February. I realize this is 
after the first test so if you would like to arrange for some tutoring in the meantime please come and see me. 
Don Cook 
Assistant Dean

Residents on Duty
Emergency Phone Number: 611 
January 28-30: the Richardsoi« (983-5045)
January 31-February 2: the Starrs (988-7316)
February 3-6: the Kirbys (984-2152)
February 7-9: the Perrys (983-1457)
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