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TUITION TAKES A HIKE
BOARD OF V&G VOTES ON INCREASE

by Matthew Kelty *92
Students may not be smprised to leam that they 

will be shelling out evoi more money to study andlive 
at St. John’s next year. At the most recent Board of 
Visitcvs and Governor’s meeting, which tocdr place 
hereon 17 and ISJanuary.tuition wasraisedby 8%, 
and room and board by ^ost 11%.

The quarterly meeting started blandly enough: the 
Student Life subcommittee met; the main topics of 
discussion revolved around the differences in resi-
dential life on the two campuses. The question of self- 
government came up. Annapolis has two methods of 
self-government the first is a Student Court, the 
second relies chi  student rqnesentation to the Del-
egate Council. Representatives on that campus are 
selected by dormitory floor (rather than by class, as in 
Santa Fe). They are expected to make floor residents 
aware of the rules of the Polity and to see that those 
rules are followed. Self-government, it was reasoned, 
might help to ease any “us-them” feelings on the part 
of the students; moreovo', it seems to be a truth that 
censure from othw students tends to carry mtwe 
weight than that from theadministration. The efficacy 
of these institutions in Arauqmlis w^ questioned, 
however Do students really feel ccHnfortable polic-
ing the acticxis of other students? Isn’t the Student 
Court in Ann^lis notoiously slow? Still, it was 
resolved to examine some methods of self-govon- 
ment on this campus, to d^ramine feasibility and 
student, faculty, and staff cqtinion.

That was pretty much it, though. There were 
almost no committee meetings scheduled, and all the 
Boardmembos seemed &irly relaxed. Ittqtpeared, at 
first glance, that this meeting was more or less a 
formality, and that no saious business would be 
acconq)lished.

But then, at the plenary session the next day (if 
you’ll pardon the onomatopoeia): whammo. Tte 
Board raised tuition by $1,138, up to $15,400; and
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room and board by $504, ig) to $5 ^00, The room 
charge breaks down to $271.11 pa month. That’s 
for a bedroom with p^)er-thin walls, (Mie common 
area for well over 100 people, and an insufficient 
kitchen area. The board charge breaks down to 
$306.66 a month. Fot  Marriott In short, it will cost 
$577.77 a month to sleep and eat at Qub St John’s 
next year. Off-campus life is looking betta and 
better, isn’t it folks? In short these charges risk the 
possibility that people will choose to live off-campus 
rather than pay these fees. There are alre^y 
grumblings of discontent among the students, usu-
ally alcxig the lines of, “I can’t believe I’m paying so 
much fffl- so little.” Even for peqrle who do live on- 
campus, thesefee raises will almostcertainly lead to 
a decline in our sense of being an on-campus com-
munity, an ideal to which we claim to be devoted in 
our literature.

We may also have reached the point of diminish-
ing returns with the tuition hike. There was concern 
expressed in the plenary session that we might have 
beaxne so expensive that students will choose to 
attend other colleges a* universities rather than pay 
our tuition. I think that this a good and important 
question for us to consido: despite the fact that the 
College remains dedicated to meeting 100% of 
demcHistrated financial need (see interview with 
Mike Rodriguez, this issue), a prospective student 
will not read that in our brochures if he or she looks 
first at our tuititm and throws our brochure away. 
Quite simply, families (pahaps especially in this 
dqxessedec<momy)donottrustaschoorsfinancial 
aid office to provide adequate assistance, and are 
terrified of escalating tuitions. Moreovw, the pec^le 
who will be most intimidated (and th^fore least 
likely to attend the College) are peq>le fixMn the 
lower—andmiddle—financialclasses, which means

continued on page 7



DOWN FROM THE 
MOUNTAIN

by Pete Rubenstein *95

Voters: whip out the pencils and note pads-^ere we go. Democratic 
frontrunner Governor Bill Clinton appear^ with his wife on 60 Minutes to 

attempt to defuse allegations that he bad been a participating member in a 12- 
year affair with young newcaster turned cabaret-singer Gennifer Flowers. 
Aside from the obvious question of: “Who in their right mind would spell 
‘Jennifer’ with a ‘G’,” there are others even more troublesome. Like: “Who 
in their right mind would spend a night in a hotel room with a woman named 
‘Gennifer Flowers’ and do nothing but receive a massage between lively 
debates on tax-revenue and water management?” Maybe there’s a question 
that’s being missed, though, like: “Who cares?” Meanwhile, President Bush 
declared that “we are winning” the war on illegal drugs while proposing an 
additional $12.7 billion to throw in, just for good measure mind you, next 
year. Why not pull a Vietnam: declare ourselves the victor, and get out? The 
Environmental President also quashed new rules which the EPA called 
“crucial to administering the Clean Air Act and reducing pollution.” Veep 
Dan Quayle explained that the move would curb “overzealous regulators”; 
go get ’em Tiger.

Mike Tyson’s rape trial—on the charges of an 18 year old beauty pageant 
contestant—began in Indianapolis Tuesday; the ex-champ is better known 
for his dextrous grabbing than his punching of late. Hundreds of Haitian 
refugees have been intercepted by the US Coast Guard. A drug resistant 
strain of tuberculosis which kills 75% of its victims has been sending doctors 
and researchers into a frothing panic. Depressing, isn’t it?

A two-day Mideast peace conference took place in Moscow, which was 
boycotted by Syria and the Palestineans—didn’t leave much to talk about, 
but they did anyway. The conference focused on mundane stufTlike water and 
peaceful cooperation...sigh. Israeli Prime Minister Shamir survived a no- 
confidence vote aided by right-wing parties that are not a part of his 
government but elections were moved up to June 23 so look for increasing 
confusion all around.

The UN protested the mistreatment of three weapons inspectors at the 
hands of an unruly Iraqi mob of around 40 while police stood by; the UN is 
a swell bunch of guys (and gals) but they have this thing for understatement 
Saddam Hussein has organized a special force culled from his Republican 
Guard to protect his two most valued Iraqi resources: himself and his palaces. 
Fighting between the Iraqi Army and Shiite rebels intensified to a dull, 
throbbing roar. The head of the French Red Cross and three government aids 
resigned and nearly passed out when People’s Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine leader George Habash, noted for conspicuous and ugly terrorism, 
was admitted to a Paris hospital for treatment of a stroke.

Fighting in the Caucasus between Azerbaijanis and Armenians left 60 
dead. The Church of England, in a move likely to provoke strokes among 
many a venerable Anglican, announced that it would begin in November to 
ordain women priests. South African police were ambivalent this week; they 
arrested and released the radical leftist leader of the Pan African Congress, 
then arrested the leader of the Neo-Nazi movement in that divided nation— 
changing times.

Leaders of UN Security Council nations gathered to discuss coordination 
of peace-keeping and non-proliferation policies. Reports that they spent 
much of the time holding belching and spitting contests instead are purely a 
figment of the writer’s imagination.

Eat poy and prosper. See you next week.
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LETTERS
WELL SHEE-OOT
Dear Afoon,

I am much heartened by your tqjparent 
renewed dedication to editorial elegance 
and restrainL I am therefore doubly in-
censed by Ms. Melbin’s flagrantly rasnal 
disregard for prqjer spellng (“Roll Over 
Dukes of Haz^ (sic)”) in your last issue. 
The correct spelling of tte title of the 
television program that spawned such 
much-loved charactos as Daisy Duke and 
Boss Hogg is The Dukes cfHazzard. I hope 
this letter will cause you to maybe think a 
little more before you pass that dictionary 
by.

Sincerely,
Ryan Underwood

Dear Sir:
In this era of deniability and alibi-mon- 

gering, I, for one, will take a stand. It was 
I who commited the flagrantfauxpas men-
tioned above. In my defense, I can only cite 
my own cultural illiteracy. You can be 
assuredthatthiserrorwUlrtotoccur again.

Respectfully,
Peter Rubenstein

LONG MAY IT 
DOMINATE
Dear Editors,

My dominant monad must have been 
suffering from a lapsed memory when it 
told Ms. Melbin(Afoon, 28 Jaa)diatMarcd 
Ophul’s l971GlmTheSorrowandthePity 
was about the French Resistance. Many 
apologies. The film, of course, is about tte 
French collaboration, which isn’t quite the 
same thing. The grand themes of betrayal 
and cowardice may help to explain Woody 
Allen’spassionateattachmenttothefilmin 
Annie Hall. The Sorrowand the Pity v/ovUd 
have been perfectin the Winter Film Series 
as a complement to the two films about 
Nazis, both by intoesting women direc-
tors.

Sincerely,
Krishnan Venkatesh, Tutor

‘RED’ TED BEATS RAP
by Peter Rubenstein ’95

“Red” Ted Gevrez has been exonerated of trespassing charges leveled by the 
Mumcipahty of Santa Fe as of last Monday. In addition, the City was ordered to pay
$1,000 in property damages to the artist, who had made his home f(W fifteen years in the
city-owned hills behind SL John’s until his eviction last September 11.

Gevrez had been found guily of criminal trespassing and his home ordo-ed demol-
ished; upon ^peal, however, the state District Court dismissed the charge without 
hearing. Gevrez and his 26 dogs were house-sitting for a friend p^ding the outcome of 
the case.

Sl  John’s students who have been concerned about Gevrez's ordeal jubilantly posted 
xooxes of the New Mexican article detailing the case’s dismissal.

Douglas Booth, who represented Gevrez during his trials, said that his client felt 
“somewhat vindicated” by the ruling and plaimed to buy a car with the damage 
proceedings.

Booth pointed ouL however, that the basic issue of housing Santa Fe’s homeless 
population ronains unsolved.

And the Winner Is...
Among Senior Essays 
1968-1991:

Shortest Title:
K
Runner-up:
I Am

Longest Title:
On the Defense of Kingdoms, the Pro-
tection of Damsels, the Relief of Chil-
dren and Orphans, the Chastisement 
of the Proud, and the Rewarding of the 
Humble.

Most Enigmatic Tide:
...(...)...
Rtumer-up:
Zero Eggbread

Prevalent Themes:

Rock Lyrics:
What We Need.. .Soul Power 
Ball and Chain
Freedom's Just Another Word for 
Nothing Left to Lose 
Within You, Without You

Show Tunes:
Ain't Nobody's Business if I Do? 
Singing in the Rain 
To Life

Engine:
The Little Onion that Could 
The Constitution that ThoughtitCould

Hamlet's Soliloquy:
To Be aiui Not To Be
'To Be or Not To Be?" Just Ain't The
Question!
ToBeorNotToBe:IsthattheQuestion?

Titles Witti Food Allegories:
Dante al Dente 
Of Cabbages and Kings 
The Joy of Cooking

Some Titles with Questions:
Alack, Why Thus?
World Peace, or. Can Man do his Own 
Thing and Survive?
What are Rhapsodes For?
What is it That One Should Do?
What Did You Mean You did not Un-
derstand What I Just Said?
What's So Funny?
Can't You Hear the Roar?
Who am I God? Who are You?
Who is this God Guy Anyway?

Title Most Likely to be Written at ttie 
Last Minute:
This is the Title of This Essay 
Runner-up:
Hegel, Hegel, Hegel

compiled by Hallie Leighton '92
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MIIKE RODRIGUEZ: IT WASN’T ME
by Matthew Kelty ’92

"I Just don’t want people to think this 
was my idea."—^Mike Rodriguez

Director, Financial Aid Office

As a person whose job it is to deal with 
people who are panicked over how they ’re 
going to pay for their Great Books educa-
tion, Mike Rodriguez has a right to be 
worried; he often gets blamed for the high 
cost of tuition, the slowness of a loan 
check, and a myriad of other things that 
aren’t under his control.

Mr. Rodriguez was very helpful in our 
interview, providing figures and explana-
tions. Moreover, he was reassuring, reiter-
ating the school’s commitment to meeting 
100% of demonstrated financial need, and 
explaining that his Financial Aid budget 
would rise in appropriate measure to match 
the new fee hikes (see the Board of Visitors 
and Governor’s report, this issue).

This 8% tuition hike wasacompromise, 
Mr. Rodriguez said. TheSantaFecampus 
originally had wanted an increase of about 
6%, while Annapolis was proposing a two- 
tiered system. Upperclassmen would have 
had their tuition increased by about 10%, 
while incoming freshmen would face a

much higher tuition hike that would have 
placed our tuition significantly higher than 
Harvard’s. (The “phase-in” proposal for 
freshmen was abantoed, and the 8% com-
promise arrived at after months of discus-
sion). The same was true for room and 
board charges; the agreed upon figures ate 
a compromise, with Santa Fe having pro-
posed slightly less, and Atuuprlis slightly 
more. Part of the reason for Annapolis’ 
higherproposals, Mr. Rodriguez expired, 
was that the campus was seeking “immedi-
ate relief’ for financial problems it experi-
enced last year.

The school also plans to raise the mini-
mum amount of money that juniors and 
seniors are required to borrow before re-
ceiving aid from the College. According to 
federal regulations, students ate allowed 
under the Stafford Loan program to bor-
row a maximum of $2,625 in their fiesh- 
men and sophomore years, and a maxi-
mum of $4,000 in the junior and senior 
years. For the last several J^ears, Sl  John’s 
has stayed with a $2,625 minimum for the 
full four years. Next year, juniors and 
seniors w^ be required to take out $3350 
in Stafford Loan funds before receiving 
money from the school. Mr. Rodriguez

had suggested a phase-in for this proposal, 
arguing that all of our current students had 
b^n told that they would not have to take 
out more than $10,500 in loans fiv their SL 
John’s career. That would have meant that 
the proposal would not have taken effect 
for two years (i.e., once next year’s fresh-
men, who could be warned that their loans 
would increase, were flying for finan-
cial aid for their junior year), but the phase- 
in was not implemented. Mr. RotMguez 
stressed that this new requirement was still 
less than the $4,000 limit permitted by 
federal law, and added that as far as loans 
go.StJohn’sisstillaprettygooddeal. The 
new “loan cap” fw SL John’s is $11,950, 
while the average for the schools to whom 
we compare ourselves is about $14,000 - 
16,000. Some schools even expect stu-
dents to take out two loans per year, which 
Sl  John’s has never required.

Mr. Rodriguezencouragedstudents who 
are worried about the fee hikes to come in 
and speak with him about options for pay-
ment and the possibility of financial aid. 
He mentioned that his office has Contribu-
tion Worksheets (a sort of preliminary 
Financial Aid Form) “readily available.” 
In closing, he added “Meet your dead-
lines!”

GUERILLA SEMINARS or JUNGLE BOOKS
by Mary Welliver ’92 
Guerilla Seminars are 

extracuricullar discussions orga-
nized by the Student Instruction 
Committee. Usually the reading is 
selected from a non-Progam book; 
and any undergraduate, graduate stu-
dent or tutor may participate.

Last year, the SIC was asked 
against whatGuerilla Seminars were 
warring. After trying out alternative 
names for the Seminars, including 
“Gorilla” and “Saturday Seminars,” 
the SIC unanimously voted to return 
to the former appellation. “Guerilla” 
is not meant to indicate a war against 
the Program, but rather a style of 
organization. These seminars, as

compared with those on Monday 
and Thursday nights, are informal, 
loosely organized, and impromptu.

Works read for Guerilla Semi-
nars in thepastinclude Kale Chopin’s 
The Awakening, stories of Edgar 
Allen Poe, poems of John Donne, 
selections from the Sl  John’s cata-
logue and Stringfellow Barr’s Notes 
on Dialogue, Thoreau’s Civil Dis-
obedience, Rabelais’ Gargantua, 
and the Beatle’s White Album. Any 
student who wishes to lead or sug-
gest a topic for a Guerilla Seminar 
may contact the SIC by campus 
mail.

The first Guerilla Seminar this

semester will be a Euclid Marathon 
on Sunday afternoon, 23 Febmary. 
We will attempt to complete the 
demonstrations inBooklofEuclid’s 
Elements and hold a short discus-
sion on Book I as a whole. This is 
intended as a refresher for fioshmen 
and JF’s, a review for seniors who 
are beginning Lobachevski, and an 
opportunity for GI’s, sophomores, 
and juniors to have a good time. We 
will not condemn those who carry 
their books to the chalkboaixi and 
preparation is advised, but not re-
quired. More information will ap-
pear soon—^please plan to join us.
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POLITY MINUTES BY SIMON G BONE
2 February 1992
Plesenc A. Ritto-, Chair, Russ Ford, Vice Chair, Tom Jacobson, Treasurer, and your host. Secretary Simon G Bone; voting members: 

Cri^ian Smith, Steve Jablon,AngdaJunk,JoannaCooney;nonvoting: PeteRubenstein,RockyMatino,Greg Brown, JustinCetas,Loren 
Eas^ Erich Honecker, Dqrhne Blumenthal, David Higel, Bob Fitzgerald, Brian McGuire

Wedon’thaveaCoke fountain anymcxe. Chair Ritter thinks we should do something about this; she seems to think that since Marriott 
has switched to Pqrsi (a scrft drink named—I kid not—afta: one of the princqral ingredients of vomit) that would be more likely
than Coke to offs' us a new soda dispenser. Treasurer Jacobson says he’ll lode into it, although it turns out J. Huebert is already in
negotiations with the sugar-water giants. Unfortunately, she isn’t li^, so I can’t tdl hs to get a machine fixxn Coca-Cola, and for that 
matter, make sure that it dispenses Tab.

Next, the Dnrm Club. David Ifigel has a charts' that altows non-Jdinnies to use the drum set As you might expect, the usual worst- 
casescenarios involving towniepsychopaths cots'the discussion,as does die ideaofcreatingaptecedentbyloaningout polity equ^ent 
“What if our drum set is totally smashed ip?,” shuddss Crispian Smith, and he proposes an amendment to prevent this fitom ht^ening 
by requiring a student sponsor to be ^jptoved by the Drum Head. After I give him some snotty advice about grammar, which he accepts, 
the amendment is put toavote, and passes withTin&vorandJablon opposed. Then the charts'itself is put toavote and the once-divided 
chambs' closes ranks to pass it unanimously.

New positions exist to be filled. The Vdkskammer votes unanimously once again; this time for David Higel as Drum Head, a great 
victory for musicians and patriots alike. Gensal Secretary Ritter tqipoints Comrade Ford to be liaison to the Drum Qub, which brings 
thunderous clause ftom all the fteely-chosen dqxrties of the people.

Also successful is A.’s suggestion to the OEBces of the Drum Head and the Liaison take charge of the keys to the instrument storage 
rooms. It passes 4 to 3.

Next, TomJacobson hasalotof financial irregularities to pointout.lt seems thepolity budget includes about $2600that is unaccounted 
for. Most of it seems to be explainable by simple bookkeqnngOTor,fa'example, $2000is the amounttowe gave for die computo'lab, 
and it looks like it was accidentally placed in a second account, while the amount was paid firan our main account Go figure. Tom vkdll 
look into the otho- expenses.

Thoe’s the matto'of the polity loudspeakers, vshich met their donise while checked out by the visiting Brian McGuire. Tom modons 
agroupheadedbyhimself to invesdgatepticesfornewortq)airedspeakas,butispersuadedtoparticq)ateinamore egalitarian committee, 
along with Troy Lewis, Russ Ford, Tim Mossop, and me. McGuire himself does not speak, but his pseudo-lawyer Bob Fitzgerald does, 
arguing thatit was unfair of A. to give hisclient only afew hours’ notice toprqrarehiscase. It turns out she sent the would-be defiaidant 
a note asking him to come to the polity meeting, which arrived at his mailbox only this morning. A. insists that she invited Mr. McGuire 
only because the topic was on the agenda, and that no accusation was intoided. Tom says in strong toms that he thinks Polity shouldn ’ t 
be accusing anyone of wrongdoirtg. No cme is really understanding anyone else, and the one thing to might resolve the issue—reading 
A.’s leUCT to find out exactly what she said—never h^ipens. We should probably desist and sing campfire songs, but the “discussion’’ 
continues until adjournment Unsere Situation war weit schlecter, als irgend jetnand afmte...

Monday 27 January 1992 '
Attending; BUI Blais, Heafliw Howell, John Laufer, Tim Maho-, Tad® Onishi, Ron Scrogham, Smith, Katherine Wright Ddxyah

Yodo'.

The Committee decidedtodiscaitinue daytime tutoring at theStudent Tutoring Center on Monday because of lack of use. The Cento-will
continue to be staffed at Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday nights from 8:00pm to 10:00pm. Coiconing the tutoring center, an informal poll
wiU be taken during lunch hour on Wednesday,Febniary 5, in the hallway outside of the diningroom. The purposeof the poll istogauge the 
students’famUiarity with the center and to detomine tiie best way that it mig)tt sove the college.

Also, toitterease the students’awaroKss of theavailability of math/lab assistance and writing assistance,an article vrill be piq)aredforT/K
Moon. The Conmittee dedded to it was important to the students know who the assistants are, where and when they can be found, and 
what they have to offo. In pursuit of this, tire Committee would advise students that the writing assistants have a new office in Meem Lilxary, 
room 110, around the coma'from the copyirig machine reran.

The opportunity for discussing academic issues and for woridng conceitedly with graduate institute students was G.I.’s will be
invited to attend the Euclid Marathon to will be held right afta the end of senior writing poiod. GL’s are invited to attend S J.C. meetings 
and to participate in student tutoring as well

IMor to spririg break, anotha meeting will be hdd for juniors and fieshmoi concerning annual essays. The Committee will try to get the 
writing assistants to attend and to offa some suggestions for writing a successful annual essay in a writirig period shorta than the past year’s. 

The SiC. meets on Mondays at 4:00pm in the hallway outside the dining hall. All are invited to attend

MINUTES
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The Moon is now offering an open forum to mem^rs of the community who wish to share their thoughts, 
opinions, andideas through the newspaper. Send opinion columns of any length to The Moon viacampusmaiL

RIGHTING PROBLEM: WRITING PROBLEM
by Daphne Blumenthal ’93

In a recent letter to the Moon, Dean Van 
Luchene mentioned that the formation of a 
writing handbook is under consideratioiL This 
seems like a good idea; the problem, of course, 
is what would go into such a handbook. Gram-
matical rules can be listed, as can those of math 
and science. But the problem of teaching a 
student ho w to write well goes much deeper. It 
seems that everyone who attended public high 
school was forced to conform to the “five- 
paragraph” essay format (this, in fact, is largely 
the reason I dropped out of high school). But 
“language is a form of life,” as I learned from 
my Wittgenstein precept Teachers (and tu-
tors) need to help students develop writing 
skills by means of continuous discourse; if a 
student hands in a p^r which is not entirely 
satisfactory, he or she should be made to work 
on it until it is.

One of the most frustrating aspects of my St. 
John’s experience has been working hard on a 
paper, and then getting it back with maybe one 
or two comments written on it. I know for a fact 
that my papers are not good enough that they 
should be received with such complacency. At 
this school we do more than research. We put 
ourselves into our papers, and this should be a 
valuable experience. But because we contem-
plate ideas, not cut-and-dry facts, the problems 
associated with writing papers about the Great

Books are numerous.
First of all, there is the problem of infinite 

regress. As Don Cook once put iu “Everything 
is, after all, cormected.” We want to prove and 
explore every statement we make, when writ-
ing a p^r. A tutor once wrote on my seminar 
essay; “What is selfhood?” Well, I could have 
attempted to write a whole other treatise on that 
alone; surely all pqrers written here bring up a 
multitude of questions, not all of which can be 
addressed in a single ptqrer. How do we know 
when an issue raised needs to be expanded 
upon? Furthermore, there is the question of 
citation. Hopefully we get the gist of a 
philosopher ’ s thought; when and where should 
we actually quote and/or cite him? To put the 
whole thing more generally: the topics we 
work with are so broad that it is far from easy 
to formulate a single thesis, and to explore it in 
depth without deviating from the original in-
tention.

I know of two people who received a nasty 
surprise at the end of their sophomore years 
(this was two years ago). Their Don Rags went 
well, but the standard ending question; “does 
the student need remedial writing assistance?” 
was answered with a “yes.” Both were sent to 
Committee although they had done well in 
their classes. Writing problems need to be 
identified freshman year. I understand that 
tutors are now taking greater pains to do so. But

surely almost everyone needs help. It’s great 
that many tutors take the time to seriously 
comment on students ’ papers, but it doesn’t do 
a whole lot of good once people feel that their 
work is finished. Therefore, I suggest that 
students be required to hand in a final draft of 
all biannual essays (including math and lab 
papers). That way, a good final product can be 
developed before the end of the semester.

Perhaps the problem of writing has not been 
dealt with in depth here because doing so could 
conceivably cause problems between students 
and tutors. Often the judgments concerned are 
subjective; that’s why we can’t just produce a 
“writing manual,” the way we do for math and 
science. Nevertheless, increased attention to 
students’ writing skills can only do more good 
than harm. Papers need to evolve; only through 
the help and attention of another can one identify 
and solve one’s writing problems.

In the ideal world students would seek help 
on their own. We often forget that even St. 
John’s is not the ideal world. Most of us are the 
products of a lary society. Students pay an 
astounding monetary price to become educated 
here. Conversation and ideas cost nothing; we 
are paying for guidance and attention. Writing 
is an indispensable form of expression and 
thought, one which cannot be ignored by an 
institution which claims to offer a liberal edu-
cation.

MAKE FRIENDS AND INFLUENCE PEOPLE
by Hallie Leighton ’92

Over Winter Break a fellow student told me about a problem she was 
having in her language class; it seems students had been using intimi-
dation and humiliation techniques inclass to “disprove” their classmates. 
'This evoked memories that dated as far back as freshman year for me. 
I remember a student in my Euclid class used to laugh out loud whenever 
he disapproved of what another student was saying. A story reached me 
once about a young man who had to run out of seminar while someone 
was speaking, overcome withlaughter. lused to watch two women inmy 
freshman lab continually exchange glances and smile when other peope 
were talking. This was in Aim^lis. Was laid-back, sunny Santa Fe any 
different? Not a chance. Sophomore year two young women had to run 
out of the classroom in a DeAnima seminar in tears of laughter. In my 
junior seminar interrupting people mid-sentence was so routine that a 
speaker dared not even take a pause in his/her speech, even for a second, 
for fear of losing his/her turn. My classes have been better this year in 
this respect—or perhaps I have just become oblivious to rude behavior 
because 1 am so accustomed to it.

At any rate, my friend’s predicament compelled me to write some 
guidelines as to what is appropriate and inappropriate in the classroom. 
After all, if we mean to attain any high level of discussion at this school, 
sixth-grade behavior should not be tolerated. So here are a few helpful 
etiquette hints to get you through your days at St. John’s without

forfeiting your human decency.
—If a person doesn’t like what someone is saying in class, rolling 

eyes, exchanging glances, and responding in an intimidating, rude tone 
of voice is inappropriate. A tactic to consider instead is disproving the 
classmate with sound, cogent arguments.

—One should not laugh at classmates, unless they mean to be funny. 
One should not whisper or giggle with one’s friends, even if it has 
nothing to do with what is going on in the classroom. Try paying 
attention instead.

—It is sometimes difficult to determine in class whether a classmate 
has finished a thought One should at least wait until a student has 
completed a sentence before speaking. This ^lies to tutors, too.

—^Burying one’s head on the table, or writing letters to friends while 
a conversation is going on that doesn’t Interest one should be avoided. 
One should at least pretend to be paying attention, even if one is not

Not paying attention in class, though, is not as harmful as being 
downright rude. Perhaps people exhibit such behavior in the classroom 
because the Great Books themselves are intimidating, but we shouldn’t 
impose this feeling of intimidation on our fellow classmates who are also 
trying to learn. Rather, we should be trying to help each other. Bad class 
dynamics may prevent reticent students from asking questions and 
taking a more active role in the class. It ruins the intellectual climate. We 
should try to refrain from such behavior to the best of our ability.

6



Johnnies POLICIES—NO SUBSTANCE
Speak-Easy
Compiled by Ellen Dornan ’93 and 
Daphne Blumenthal ’93

Question; What do you think about the 
banning of smoking in the Coffee Shop? 
“I don’t reckon I like it”—^Paul Krause 
“It’s the opression of the multitude for the 
benefit of the few.”—^Erin Taylor 
“It’s ruined my life.”—^Anonymous 
“It’s highly offensive and discrimina-
tory.”—^Justin Cetas
“It doesn’t seem fair to all parties in-
volved.”—^Female Junior 
“Long live the new conservatives.”—^Ri-
chard Saja
“It should be 9-5 in the Coffee Shop, as in 
Annapolis, but the 24-hour ban is full of 
it”—^Marriot Employee 
“It makes me proud not to be an Ameri-
can.”—A1 Simmons
“It’s a good idea up until 5pm—then they 
should open it up.”—^Brian McGuire 
“I like the way it’s separated the intelligent 
people from the stupid people.. .the intelli-
gent people have more room to smoke in 
the cafeteria. I also think it’s an interesting 
study of American business ethics—the 
way sales in the Coffee Shop have fallen 
drastically since the expulsion of the 
smokers.”—^Biad Jackson 
“I’m not a smoker, but I’d like to become 
one. Fight the power!”—^Aaron Fogarty 
“Is it just tobacco?”—Ryan Underwood 
“Secondhand smoke makes me sick and 
kills me. It’s not fair to non-smokers. But, 
being a quit smoker, I have to admit that if 
I still smoked I’d probably complain.”— 
Mike Summers
“Sales have decreased some.”—Christ!
Cibik, Marriot Manager
“Some?! A lot!!”—Marriot Employee

It’s not just a newspaper.. .it’s a big rock!

What turns you on? Whateveryourinterests and/ 
orareas of expeitise, you can contribute toeveiyone's 
education and awareness by writing an article about 
it for The Moon .The paper’s function is to stimulate 
the exchange of infoimation and ideas within the 
community. Send articles to The Moon via campus 
mail and/or attend Moon meetings on Tuesdays at 
4:00pm in ESL115. Bevarages served. Newcomers 
always welcome.

by Laurae Melbin ’93
Sl  John’s, as some may have noticed, 

has in recent years adopted a stricter public 
alcohol policy. “Public” means alcohol 
consumed at parties on campus. Naturally, 
New Mexico law prohibits consumption 
by persons under 21, but this system that 
limits students to four beers per party is 
entirely StJohn’s own. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Education distributes a standard 
set of rules to every college and university, 
requiring that the school give a clear state-
ment that it will impose disciplinary sanc-
tions on students and employees (consis-
tent with local. State and Federal law); in 
other words, it requires that schools ac-
quaint students with the penalties and haz-
ards of drug and alcohol use. Information 
about the specific penalties can be found in 
the student manual. Failure of the school to 
comply with these government regulations 
would result in the loss of federal funding, 
such as fmancial aid.

The current campus alcohol policy be-
gan during the summer of 1990, and was a 
compromise between the administration, 
faculty and students. It seems that the fac-
ulty wanted to ban alcohol completely; in 
reaction to continued complaints by stu-
dents of obnoxious drunken behavior, and 
an alleged alcohol-related r^. Members 
of the administration and faculty met with 
students to agree on the current policy. 
Unfortunately it was summer time and 
there werenotmany students around. “The 
alcohol policy is for public safety, to up-
hold the law.. .people have been good about 
cooperating,” said Assistant Dean Don 
Cook, “I have nothing but praise for the 
students.”

Along with this policy, new to those 
students who took a year off last year, is a 
brand new smoking policy. “We are ask-
ing people to change their 
habits...somethingthatisalwaysdifficult,” 
said Don Cook. Although there have been 
complaints about the ban in the Coffee 
Shop, it is true that students were given the 
opportunity to come forward last semester 
to voice their opinions about regulating 
smoking. The policy is based largely on, as 
Don Cook put it, “encouraging positive 
habits...the next step is to help with the 
substance abuse problem.”

The last policy that students may find

themselves struggling with is the required 
identiffcation to check out keys from the 
switchboard. Most people will probably 
forget to bring ID’s at first, and expect that 
because they are in class with the person at 
the switchboard, they will be able to get 
away with it But this will not be the case. 
“Somanychangesarehappeningatonce...it 
can be painful,” said Don Cook. Because 
of the recent rash of thefts, (and someone 
you know has probably suffered from 
them), it will be crucial to comply with this 
new regulation.

Finally, all those with complaints about 
the alcohol policy will find themselves 
unable to do anything about it There is no 
chance that it will relax, and “if it really got 
out of control we would consider banning 
[alcohol], but that won’t happen,” said Mr. 
Cook. As to the smoking policy it is clear 
that there is dissent among the students; 
although objections shouldhavebeenmade 
while it was still under consideration, it is 
this writer’s opinion that we should be 
given another chance to petition and per-
haps change it

HUT 1...HIKE!
continued from frontpage

that the College will have a more homoge-
neous student body than ever (if that’s 
possible). These concerns were answered 
in the plenary session with the statistic that 
even after these fee raises, the school will 
only be at about the mean for fees among 
the schools to whom wectxnpare ourselves. 
This seems to me a weak argument; on 
paper, and in our committee meetings, it 
may seem that we are vay reasonable, but 
to the student who is shopping around, it 
means that half the colleges to whom we 
compare ourselves have lower tuition than 
we do.

The problem, of course, is that we are a 
tuition-based school; the majority of our 
annual budgetdepends on tuition revenues. 
The answer is obvious: we have to move 
away fiom such a heavy dependence on 
tuition. We need to increase our endow-
ment to the point where we can operate off 
the intCTest. This goal is far away, but the 
capital campaign, which the Board offi-
cially launched at this meeting, will help. 
Wish them luck.
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ANNAPOLIS DEAN: WHAT WE ARE NOT
The second in a two-part series.
EvaBrannsubmittedthisannualStatementofEducationalPolicy 
and Program to the Faculty and the Board in her capacity as 
Chair of the Instruction Committee.

10. WE ARE NOT A PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY; 
instead we live by a Polity. From the first the faculty has tempered 
every recourse to numbers with complex constitutional devices. 
We do nothing important by pure plebiscite. While we make it 
possible for the conviction of a single objector to force a vote on 
instructional proposals, we try in the first instance to get by with 
consensus.

At the same time the spirit of collegial participation is strong 
and no one’s advice is ignored.

11. WE HAVE NO HIERARCHY. We are the most egalitar-
ian (permanent) academic community to be found in this country. 
We have no stars, no ranks, no authorities. Where it counts, in the 
classrooms and the other occasions of learning, everyone’s con-
tribution is expected to be open to judgment on the merits. We 
have gotten into the infelicitous mode of speaking of “senior 
seminar leaders,” but, while we do pair more experienced with 
less expaienced tutors, the two leaders’ responsibilities in guid-
ing and evaluating the students are equal. There are very few 
perquisites that tenured tutors have; those that exist are all 
concerned with decisions concaming the long-range interests of 
the college. In the assignments of classes, justas the freshman year 
is most carefully staffed, so the development of newer tutors t^es 
precedence over the preferences of tutors with long^ service. In 
short, here all the usual occasions for power are transformed into 
responsibilities.

The aspect of the college has remained singularly pure due to 
the vigilance of the faculty and the understanding of the board.

12. WE ARE INTRINSICALLY NON-POLITICAL. Our 
mode is radical inquiry—the laborious attempt to get to the 
bottom of things, including human affairs; we t^ our stand not 
so much above politics as beneath. We do not pretend to be unable 
to distinguish between applied politics and political theory, and so 
our classrooms and conferences have been singularly from 
political impositions. Attempts to politicize the space of common 
learning would incur swift censure. This policy leaves all of us, 
students and tutors, free to engage in the politics of our choice 
elsewhere.

Unfortunately,inthelastdecadetheclaimtobebeyondpolitics 
is read by the academic world as being just one more insidious 
power play; The critical tradition of passionate objectivity has a 
poor press these days in academia. Unhappily, the claim that the 
philosophical tradition is itself single-mindedly political is inca-
pable of refutation. It belongs to that species of argument which 
turns every reply into further proof for fte original doctrine. What 
is left for us is simply to show in practice that the tradition 
nourishes all conceivable opinions, though some turn out to hold 
up better than others in reasonable discourse.

In the world we are, again unfortunately, sometimes labelled 
conservative. As John Agresto said to us when he came to

Annapolis for his presidential interview: There is nothing intrin-
sically conservative about reading Western Great Books. To the 
liberals who view us with suspicion we might say they are in 
danger of handing liberal education over by dekulL To the 
conservatives who want to coopt us we might say that we are, if 
anything, conservationists, anxious to see no wisdom lost To the 
radicals we might say: You don’t begin to know what radical is; 
we are the ones who go to the roots.

13. WE ARE NOTOUR STUDENTS’ COMPANIONS. We 
are devoted to them in the mode of teachers; that devotion dictates 
distance rather than intimacy. Long before such matters w^-e 
legally regulated, we looked askance on the too-close involve-
ment of tutors with students that seemed to be countenanced in 
some other schools. Consequently our warmest friendships often 
begin after graduation.

On the other hand, we are very sensitive to our students’ 
continually expressed desire to see us socially. There are all sorts 
of difficulties: the faculty’s large work load, their family obliga-
tions, the need to hve out of town, and, not least, an older 
generation’s aversion to the obligatory loud social music. But we 
try. And pray for the return of afternoon tea parties.

14. WE ARE NOT A WRITING BUT A SPEAKING 
SCHOOL. From the beginning our prevailing and pervasive 
mode has been conversation. Conversation is the public comple-
ment to that original dialogue of the soul with itself that is called 
thinking. Conversation has the sponteneity, receptivity and re-
sponsiveness that is ^rpropriate to conunon inquiry. Convosa- 
tion leaves no material trace (permission was never given to tape 
class discussion) and is therefore the best medium of learning. 
Spoken follies may most easily flow into oblivion while heard 
wisdom ismostactively recollected. Many of us assent to Socrates’ 
denigration in the Phaedrus of written words as unresponsive to 
questioning and conducive to forgetfulness. And yet, how can we 
fail, at the same time, to hold writing in the highest respect, when 
the very warning against it comes from one of the hundred-odd 
books on which we base our learning? Nforeover, we know that 
it is by writing that thinking is clarified and honed.

Hence all of us take our students’ “writing problem” seriously. 
Their problem is that the fundamentals of correct form and 
expressive diction are often not attended to before college. Our 
problem is two-pronged: First, though we require students to read 
good books well, few of them are in original English, so studoits’ 
memories are not well stocked with good models. Second, we 
cannot bring ourselves to subvert the great rule of discourse, that 
language should be significant, by subjecting students to mere 
writing exercises. In their earnest struggle for substance our 
students sometimes neglect form, and we, attmding to the strength 
of their thought, often overlook the weakness of their writing. 
Writing is an urgent problem for us that, try as we will, we can 
probably never resolve completely.

15. WE ARE NOT AN EXPERIMENTAL COLLEGE, or 
ever were. From the founding, the Program was not conceived as

continued on next page
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BRANN: SJC NOT EXPERIMENTAL
continued from previous page

a possible alternative to the main stream, 
but as the best education—best for every 
citizen—theoriginatois coulddevise. Their 
basic hypothesis was that the best prepara-
tion for action is contemplation, guided by 
the reading of the best books known to 
them.

If it seemed eccentric, it was only be-
cause university education was out of kil-
ter, if it seemed traditional, it was only 
because the revival of original reading was 
misunderstood as antiquarianism. ThePto- 
gram was based on some very fundamental 
intellectual principles (set out elsewhere) 
that, while to be continually re-thought, 
were not regarded as vulnerable to testing 
by further research or experience. The 
practical embodiment of these principles 
in tutorials, laboratories and seminars, on 
the other hand, is subject to continuous 
empirical revision.

Of course, if none of our founding prin-
ciples had worked in brute fact, we would 
eventually have had to give up. Happily, 
statistics and experience are with us. Our 
students do well by totally extrinsic stan-
dards of achievement

16. WE HAVE NO METHOD. We do 
have our communal ways, but they are the 
opposite of methodical procedures; they 
are all intended to make a space for the 
freest, least premise-ridden, least system- 
driven inquiry possible. The same holds 
for the Program. It is a schedule of com-
mon studies, not a method of learning. 
Consequently itis Justus misleading to call 
our ways “the St John’s method” as it is a 
contradiction in terms to speak of “the 
Socraticmethod.”Theyarerather the time- 
proven customs of a community of learn-
ing. So, for instance, once we have ex-
plained that a seminar has two leaders, that 
it begins with a question, that students 
must have the assigned text in their mind 
and the book on the table, that address is 
formal and conversation responsive, that 
all should participate and support their 
opinions with argument—^when that has 
been said, all has been said. There is no 
further method. The rest develops as a 
living conversation.

Of course we all collect our bag of tricks 
and of private procedures. But for the most 
part our motions in class are guided by the 
intellect at work.

If we were periodically to nail to the 
doors of McDowell and Santa Fe Hall 
these sixteen negative theses, these inhibi-
tions to institutional normalcy, what would 
we be saying to ourselves and to the coun-
try? We would, I think, be delineating a 
community ever mindful of the paradoxes 
of institutionalized learning. We would be 
committing ourselves, against all odds, to 
maintaining a school whose practices are 
absorbed, with the least residue, in its 
intellectual purposes.

It is a purely gratuitous blessing that the 
ways that make us peculiar are also the 
ways that make us viable. The more we 
normalize ourselves the greater is the dan-
ger of our receding into the status of a two- 
hundred year old relic, destined to disap-
pear in the waveofannihilationnow threat-
ening to engulf small liberal arts colleges. 
We are, it seems, in a wonderful position: 
The more we recur to what were meant to 
be, the better are our chancesofbeing at all.

I r LECTURE
by Darien Large ’95 

Friday, 21 January brought with it the 
semester’s second lecture, given by Mr. 
Richard Kennington, a professor at the 
School of Philosophy at Catholic Univer-
sity of America. Mr. Kennington was a 
tutoratthe AnnapolisCampusinthe 1960’s. 
The topic of his lecture was “Laws of 
Nature in the Writings of Francis Bacon.” 

Nfr. Kennington began by identifying 
some major themes in Bacon’s writings 
that place him as one of the first “modem” 
philosophers. Bacon’s views concerning 
Nature, God, and man’s relation to these 
wwe sufficiently different from all previ-
ous such conceptions that Bacon became a 
milestone in the development of Western 
philosophy.

Bacon criticized the reverential con-
templation and acceptance of man’s place 
in nature, as conceived in the Bible and in 
much of Greek philosophy. Ancient phi-
losophy saw Nature as a kind of norm or 
standard; this implies the final cause or 
intelligence behind Nature. Modem phi-
losophy, as epitomizedby Bacon, Spinoza, 
Descartes and Locke, rejects this. In a 
sense, the first wave of mo^m philosophy 
resembles the materialistic views of 
Lucretian and Epicurian atomists: matter 
is the cmcial thing, not its form or organi-
zation. However, Bacon explicitly rejects 
atomism. He wants to conceive of a“meta- 
physically neutral” concept of the Laws of 
Nature; he does not concern himself with 
the philosophy of matter.

Bacon rejects Aristotle’s substantial 
forms and replaces them with Laws of 
Nature. These laws are the reason for the 
regular behavior of material. Law is inher-
ent in nature, in matter, when there is no 
nature present, there is no Law, either. Mr. 
Kainington contrasted this with Plato’s 
idea of Forms, which are completely sepa-
rate fiom the world of matter, and com-
pared the notion of “form” to Bacon’s 
notion of “law.” Natural law for Bacon is 
not a g^eralization or an epistemological 
tool,ratheritis theonly way of understand-
ing nature. Bacon does not know the corre-
lation ofbdiavior and theLaws,andknowl- 
edge of the Laws does not introduce an 
intelligible necessity into the universe in 
order to understand iL In other words. 
Bacon’s Laws of Nature do not necessarily 
imply a final cause or a divine Providence.

Finally, Bacon wants to fiee mankind 
from slavery to nature. Man cannot do this 
except by discovering the Laws of Nature. 
Mr. Kennington pointed out that Bacon 
extolled the works of man at the expaise of 
those of nature. This is implicit in his 
criticism of the Ptolemaic and Copemican 
systems of astronomy; wherein he notes 
that these systems were aeated to “save 
the ^pearances.” Bacon wants a phys-
ics—a causal theory of theheavens. Armed 
with such a tool, the scientist will force 
nature to reveal its secrets, so that he may 
recreate the world as he pleases.

Copies ofFriday night lectures are avail-
able in the dean’s office, in the Tower 
Building.
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Nothing happened this week.
Well, volleyball, fencing, basketball, 

and swimming all practiced.
Actually they didn’t, or at least volley-

ball and basketball didn’t, and I’m not at 
all sure about fencing and swimming, 
truth be it told.

However, Laurae Melbin, in a possi-
bly opium-induced dreamreminiscentof 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s just before 
penning his epic poem “Kubla Khan,” 
foresaw what might unfortunately be the 
grim future of womens ’ basketball at St 
John’s College. Itwentalitde something 
like this.

One day while sitting in seminar, or 
something eerily resembling it, Ms. Melbin abraptly 
spake, “Let’s start a 
women’s basketball 
team! ” She was immedi-
ately lauded by her fe-
male classmates, butwas 
staunchly opposed by her male peers. Some, who will 
remain unnamed for reasons of safety, even went so far 
as to assert that girls don’t know the rules of official 
basketball. The women in class proceeded to place one 
hand horizontally over their other hand vertically, the 
universal sporting code for “Time Out” As if this were 
not enough proof that women do indeed know the rules 
of roundball, one Christina Swartwout even went to the 
blackboard and wrote, “YeslI am a tiger!” Understand-
ably excited by such rabid support from gender mates, 
the said Ms. Melbin dramatically rose and uttered the 
following rally cry: “Let’s go start that team!” It was at 
this point that tragedy reared its three-pronged head, as 
Laurae’s female classmates, so supportive and enthusi-
astic only moments before, began yawning and com-
plaining of too much work and the like. The now 
desperate dreamer began exhorting and pleading with 
her compatriots, butalas, to noavail. Atthis time Laurae 
awoke in a cold sweat, and that, as they say, was that. 
Various and sundry questions obviously arise from 
such an enigmatic and unusual dream. One might ask if 
the aforementioned dream will prove prophetic, and if 
such is the destiny of our school. One might also ask if

the rampant sexism exhibited is actually practiced. But 
themosturgentanddirequestionraisedby Ms. Melbin’s 
dream is easily: “What the hell does ‘Yes! I am a tiger! ’ 
mean?” The Moon hopes that all will come clear in time.

Sad news for jacks fans everywhere. Wrichard “TTie 
Wrist” Wrightgrip, or “King of the Jacks,” as he was 
known in the sporting community, passed away last 
Thursday 30 January. The immortal jacks player was 
apparently sharing his boundless advice and experience 
with two of his grandchildren when a stray cannonball 
from a nearby Qvil War reenactment neatly bisected 
the former great

Wrightgrip was bom in Borneo, butraisedinHoboken, 
New Jersy. The son of an inventor, Wryan Wrightgrip 
(inventor of the electric com peeler and the disposable 
foam roach enhancer), he grew up in a strictly Catholic 
environment At the age of 4 he left home to seek his

fortune in the world, 
eventually arriving in 
Malaysia, home of large 
salamanders and really 
bad coffee. By the time he 

was 6 he owned half of the land in the said country, and 
was running an illicit aardvark trading circut He was 
eventually found out and deported to Sweden where he 
adopted an arboreal investive. This went for naught 
however, and he was destitute again by the age of 9. 
Wrightgrip then set off for Tibet and there his fortune 
changed. One day while buying a head of wild lettuce, 
he accidentally tripped over Josh Schwartz, a Buddhist 
monk and former jacks champion. The two became fast 
friends, and with Schwartz as his guru, he was on his 
way.

He began by winning matches in local taverns and the 
like, and his fame grew quickly. Before long he was 
invited to international tournaments, and by the age of 
12 he was Jack Champion of the World. He successfully 
defended his title until his retirement in 1989. His belt 
was passed on to his son of 10 years, Wrangolon “The 
Wrocket” Wrightgrip, and he lived quietly in Hoboken 
until the time of his death.

So the next time you listen to Tanya Tucker belt out 
“Delta Dawn,” think of “The Wrist” and remember the 
legend that was. The wot W will be a quieter place 
without him.

Viva el goto con cueso en la plaza!

YESU'AM A TIGBMl
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tutoring Center Poll
A poll regarding the services of the Tutoring Center and the paid student tutors will be held 
next Wednesday over the lunch hoirr. Booths will be set up in the hallway between the cafete-
ria and the Coffee Shop. Please come and share your comments. Thanks.—^The Student In-
struction Committee

What D'Ya Wanta See?
The Film Society is now taking suggestions for next year's film season. Rental catalogues are 
on reserve in the library and a suggestion box is at the front desk. Please give as much info 
about the film as you can.—Matthew Kelty

Let Your Fingers Do The Applying
The New Mexico Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators and the New Mexico 
Educational Assistance Foimdation have started a New Mexico Financial Aid Hotline. It will 
run 10-14 February from 4:00-8:00pm and 15 February from 10:00am-4:00pm. The number is 1- 
800-279-9555.

Student Reps
The Polity Coucil is now accepting nominations for class representatives from the JF, sopho-
more, junior, and senior classes. Get your nominations to Chairperson A. Ritter as soon as 
possible.

Real Meals
Jeremy Davis is now taking suggestions for food at Reality. Suggestions must be practical and 
low-cost. You must have the know-how to make what you suggest and, of course, include a 
recipe. Get them to him ASAP via campus mail.

Detector Inspectors
Smoke detectors in each student's room will continue to be checked each month—the last 
Monday for upper dorms, last Tuesday for lowers. Smoke detectors damaged in any way will 
be replaced at the student's expense. If your smoke detector is not working, call Buildings and 
Grovmds for repair.

Trip On Up—And Down
Sign up for ski trips taken most weekends and some weekdays (half days). Contact SAO for 
information.

Be A Procrastinator...Or Just Look Like One!
Procrastination classes are now being offered by the senior dozens of Calliope. The first class 
will be held sometime next week.



Ephem era _______ _
Tuesday 4 February
4:00pm in ESL115
Moon meeting. Newcomers always welcome.
4:15pm in the Great Hall 
Ballroom dancing. Sponsored by SAO.
7:00pm in the Thorpe Room
Sexual Issues Study Group meeting. All are welcome.
7:00pm in the Great Hall
Fencing. St. John's most renowned intercollegiate sport. En garde!
8:00pm in the Junior Common Room
Charles Bell's Symbolic History Through Sight and Sound: "The Dark Ages: Luminous! the 
world scene, birth of a culture."

Wednesday 5 February
4:15pm in the Junior Common Room 
Yoga ala SAO.
7:00pm in the Prep School G)rm 
Volleyball. Come one come all!
7:00pm in the Fine Arts Building 
Pottery class. Brought to you by SAO.
7:00pm in the Great Hall
Sixth Annual Winter Film Series sponsored by the Dean. Free admission.
Triumph of the Will (Documentary of the 1934 Nazi Party Congress)
8:00pm in the Jimior Common Room
Part of Artists/Teachers Series—Lecture: Diane Katsiafics, Department of Studio Arts, 
University of Minnesota: Slide Lecture, question period to follow lecture.

Friday 7 February
4:00pm
Moon submissions deadline. Submissions are preferred on 3.5" Macintosh disks.
8:00pm in the Great Hall
Lectme: David Pingree, Chairman, Department of History of Mathematics, Brown Uni-
versity: 'The School of Madhava: Mathematics and Astronomy in Medieval Kerala."

Saturday 8 February
10:00am in the Prep School Gym 
Fencing.
7:00pm in the Great Hall
Woody Allen and Hilarity Night at the Movies
7:00pm What's Up, Tiger Lily?
9:15pm Annie Hall
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