
Mitchell Gallery Exhibition Schedule 1997-1998 

Nancy Graves: Excavations in Print, 1972-1992 
August 28 – November 1, 1997 

Archaeology, astronomy, botany, cartography, paleontology, and zoology served as just a 
few of the sources of inspiration for contemporary artist Nancy Graves (1940-1995).  
Graves, best known for her painting and sculpture, liked to explore the patterns in nature 
and history through her work. Nancy Graves: Excavations in Print, 1972-1992, is the first 
comprehensive exhibition of Graves’s lesser-known printmaking talents.  Each of the prints 
in this exhibition has a relationship to the entire body of her work; Graves often recycled 
images from her older prints, translating them into a new form.  Using different methods of 
abstraction, Graves transformed what she called “shards of art” into a new artistic vision. 

South Sea Impressions: Two Artists’ Views of WWII 
November 7 – December 12, 1997 

The December 1941 bombing of Pearl Harbor brought the United States into World War II 
and launched the Pacific campaign.  In 1944, artist Jason Schoener, a newly commissioned 
Naval Officer, found himself stationed on Eniwetok Atoll, a small island in the South 
Pacific.  A keen observer, Schoener captured the dramatic colors and shapes of the island, 
producing over a hundred watercolor paintings and sketches in his eighteen-month stay. 

The following year brought another artistic Naval Officer to the South Pacific.  Donald 
McBride painted scenes depicting the island of Peleliu as it recovered from battle.  During 
his time on Peleliu, McBride also developed Lively the Lizard, an allegorical children’s story 
illustrating the rise and fall of the Japanese Empire. 

This exhibition, guest curated by James W. Cheevers, Senior Curator at the United States 
Naval Academy Museum, and on loan from Donald McBride and the United States Naval 
Academy, provides a spectacular insider’s view of the beauty and tumult of the South 
Pacific during World War II. 



From Earth & Soul: The Evans Collection of Asian Ceramics 
January 7 – February 25, 1998 

Organized by the University Art Gallery at the California State University, San 
Bernardino, this collection from the major ceramic centers of East Asia including China, 
Korea, Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailand spans the 6th to the 19th centuries.  The ceramic-
making traditions of different time periods and regions is examined and contrasted.  Each 
carefully crafted clay vessel reflects the unique Asian appreciation and high regard for 
ceramics.  These pieces are more than functional pots and jars; Asian potters concerned 
themselves with the color, proportion, and the shape of their work.  In viewing these 
ceramics, we can see the beauty that captivated Chinese emperors, Japanese tea masters, 
and Western explorers alike. 

Reflections on Nature: Small Paintings by Arthur Dove, 1942-43 
March 6 – April 25, 1998 

This exhibition, on loan from the Wichita Art Museum, provides an intimate glimpse at the 
paintings of Arthur Dove (1880-1946), a pioneer of American abstract expressionism.  Dove 
was an experimenter, using unconventional media and techniques to produce works that 
captured the essence or “condition of light” of his subjects.  The 28 mixed-media works in 
this exhibition are tiny; each of them measures approximately seven by six inches in size.  
This small format invites careful examination of the artistic style that laid the groundwork 
for other American abstract expressionists. 

In Celebration of Whitbread: The Trumpy Wooden Wherry 
April 26 – May 2, 1998 

Designed by Mitchell Gallery Exhibit Preparator Sigrid Trumpy, this 14-foot wherry is 
based upon the 1939 design by her grandfather, yacht builder John Trumpy. 

St. John’s College Community Art Exhibition 
May 3 – 17, 1998 

This annual exhibition affords members of the St. John’s College community an opportunity 
to explore the visual arts.  The result, a diverse collection of ceramics, paintings, drawings, 
sculpture, textiles, and photographs, elegantly represents the artistic talent of the 
community. 
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