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The Ins and Outs of Off and On 
by Hi c.lt Camp be 11 

Ib you squi rreJ yourself away in oo
scure corners of the library? Do you 
find yourself walking by your friends 
without taking notice of them? Do you 
want to eat alone every now and then? 
Are you ready to bash in your next door 
neighbors stereo with a baseball bat? 
(It's been done). Is your roommate de
ve l oping weird habits? Perhaps it's time 
to think about moving off campus. 

Before trying to find a place to live 
its a good idea to f igure out your fi
nances. If you're dependent on your par
ents they' re probably not going to like 
the idea. And if you can convince them 
of the vital necessity of moving off cam
pus (for your mental health of course), 
they may only allow you the same amount 
of money it costs to live on campus. This 
year that's i1800 . That's $200 per month 
for room and board. A tidy sum. Let's 
see, $100 per month for rent, don't for
get the security deposit . Gas and elec
tric will be between $10 & $25 , depending 
on whether your heat is g.as or oil. Oi l 
heat is expensive and don't look for the 
price to drop. It ranges from $20 to $40. 
Then there's the telephone. An awfully 
tempting little device, especially if your 
friends are scattered around the country. 
It can be very expensive. I ran up $500 
one month. That was a special friend and 
she was in Tokyo. Figure a minimum of $10 
per month. The total cost for a month is,: 
excepting food: 

.. 

Rent 
Oil 
G&E 
Phone 
Total 

$1 00 
20-40 
10-25 
10 -$140-175 

The number of people you live with can 
make a aifference in your bills, but it 
can get crowded. Maggie Argent lives wi ~h 
four other students. Her rent is $80 , o1 l 
$30, G&E $7, telephone $5, and food $60. 
Total: $1 82 . Maggie doesn't eat meat, that 
can add up to 50% to your food bill. The 
people in Maggie's house cook separately. 
Randy Linder, on the other hand, lives 
with two students and they share meals. He 
spends $40 on f ood a month. Randy doesn:t 
eat meat either. Food is a big variable 1n 
a budget. How much you spends depends on 
your shoppi~, cooking and eating habits. 
Your food bill can be kept low with the 
help of coupons, comparison shopping and 
by using fresh foods rather than prepared. 
There is a food co-op on campus for basi c 
foods. For more information contact Steph 
Chmiel. Also, don't forget the 'hidden' 
costs of moving off campus: cleaning stuff, 
bathroom supplies and kitchen utensils. 
They add up. (Light-bulbs). 

Okay, so you can swing it financially. 
·What is i t like living off campus? There 
is no one te lling you to make your bed , 
take out the trash, etc. You're independ
ent, sort of- don't forget where the mon
ey comes from. Along with your increased 
independence comes more responsibilities . 
One is keeping the common areas of the a
partment clean. There are various methods 
for doing this . You can have an agreement 
where each of you take one common room to 
clean for a set period . Or, you can agree 
to pick up after yourselves. Or, you can 
say the hell wi th it until it gets so dis
gusting that everyone pitches in and cleans 
up, about once a month. You may be lucky 
and have a r oommate who has a fetish about 
cl eanliness and doesn't mind picking up af
ter everyone . I have ye t to find one vho 
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1 Editorials and Commentaries 
••. ------------------~-------------• lion d' Etre 

"Why do you want to put out another paper?" I've been asked that question many times 
in the past week. I believe there is a need for a newspaper at St. John's. A newspaper 
whose concern is serYing the entire community, not only a part of it. Serving th& com
munity means providing it with the infor.ation it needs on a timely basis. It means ad
dressing the problems of the community in a responsible and critical manner. 

There are problems within our community. Sometimes they are brought out, often they 
are hidden. In the spirit of the free and critical mind our program is to develop, 
this newspaper will practice those skills we are taught on the best subject possible -
ourselves. 

Mr. DeMartini, the polity president, has spoken of the problems within the student 
body, but that is only one problem. There is also a problem with communication between 
students and faculty. Some students get along fine with some tutors, but for the ma
jority of us there is something lacking in the relationship. 'Nhat t~t is and how it 
can be remedied, I don't know. I hope that this newspaper will contribute something 
towards identifying the problem. 

The community is primarily the students and faculty. It is also our alumni. THE 
GADFLY is being sent to local area alumni in hopes of bringing them into a more active 
participation in the community. They have experience in the 'real world' which THE 
GADFLY hopes to tap to help our undergraduates with the period after graduation. 

I also have personal reasons for starting~ GADFLY. It is where I can practice 
writing, editing and organizing. I am an active person, not metaphysical. THE GADFLY 
is where I can act and see immediate results. This newspaper is also_ for anyone who is 
interested in journalism, satire, parody etc. If you have an idea for an article but 
don't want to write it, or if you want to write but have no ideas, let's get together. 

For those vho aaked ''why,~· this is it. 

Narkotic Haze 

A column in the tradition of the narke 
by H H Hammel 

Since editorial changes in the Collegian 
made possible the existence of this column, 
I would like to review the two new streams 
of literature that have also appeared for 
the first time at this college; namely, 
the "George Willard" short-story canon, 
and the unending saga of the Children 
of the Seventies . By spawning both a 
newspaper and a literary-quasi-news 
journal this year, Annapolis has one
upped Santa Fe , which has only a bi
annual literary magazine (Au Verso)and 
no newspaper. My only regret is that 
St. John's East's former claim to fame, 
the print anything spirit,is no longer 
with us, since, - along with the new coat 
of paint covering the graffiti in the 
McDowell men's room, it signals the end 
to the days of blithe spontaneity. 

Enigmatic Willard's most recent, most 
ambitous, and most flawed attempt to date 
is the Tale of Gold. My critieisms are 

(OOift'. P. 8) 

POLITY MEETING 

The most important purpose of the 
Polity Meeting of last month was to 
hold a convocation of concerned stu
dents in order to discuss and make known 
the present and possible future course 
of our student polity. 

Simply put the Polity is in danger of 
collapse. The original Constitution of 
over 24 years ago did provide for a 
polis, or community designed to promote 
awareness in the student body of its 
responsibilities to the College, to up
hold the College 's reputation t o the 
scholastic world at large and to help 
the students realize their new function 
of "organ of self-government". It also 
provided for the power of the purse and 
the student-run organizations which have 
since become part of life here at St . 
John's. We have the K.W.P., the film 
slub, the Waltz Committee and the Society 
of Bacchus only because we have the 
Student Polity. 

(OOJrl'. P. 5, COL. 1) 



Reviews and Previews 3 

Apocalypse BQ:!: 
"The Vision and the Riddle 11 

As more than one person has said, 
Vietnaa for most of us was a T.V. show. 
Well, .let me tell you about t~o episodes 
in the series that are stuck in my memory. 

The first was the famous execution of a 
handcuffed Viet Cong prisoner, blithely 
performed by a South Vietmamese general 
using a hand-gun at a distance of six 
inches. 

The seer · was the stunning chapter 
of the AmeL.can journalist who stepped on 
a landmine, in view of the camera. 

These two scenes are the Vietnam War 
for mea a vicious civil conflict, where 
Americans, even with all their high 
powered technology, could-not avoid 
primitive traps. 

They say that wars used to be fought 
in a civilized manner. I doubt it. As 
Shaw said, "The golden rule is that there 
are no golden rules." Corollarya 
especially today. 

Apocalypse Now is very much like the 
wara expensive, long, gory, fascinating, 
repellent, crazy, puzzling. I am told 
that it is a good representation of 
events; you think a helicopter attack 
to the tune "?light of the Volkyries" 
is unreal? I am told of a corporal who 
who had to patrol the perimeter of his 
outpost at night in a jeep. He and a 
buddy purchased a $)00 tape-deck, bolted 
it to the jeep, and did their patrol 
while Jimi Hendrix sang "All Along the 
Watchtower" full blast. And they were 
tripping too! 

At first the film seems to be askinga 
how savage does one have to be to win a 
war? r1arlon Brande says we are not savage 
enough; we must be at least as savage 
as our enemies. Eut in the end, Coppola 
says that savagery and viciousness are 
only phenomena. \·!hat matters is not 
savagery, but a will strong enougn for 
atrocious acts. 

The Americans ride high in the sky 
pushing buttons; the Viet Cong cut 
children's arms off. One sees his victimes 
and faces his actions, the other does not. 
It is not hardware that wins, say Coppola, 
but men united a~ determined. 

The Wednesday Night Film Series 

Eight of the films of Akira Kurosawa 
will be shown this winter. All the films 
are FREE and start at 8a15 pm. · 

I chose to show .these films for several 
reasons. The first is my admiration for 
the director. Kurosawa has a unique 
style of film-making. He is capable not 
only of superb action sequences, suchaa 
the final battle in The Seven Samurai, 
but also he has made many of the most 
quiet, yet powerfully moving films I have 
ever seen, such as Ikiru. His work on the. 
period of events portrayed in his films 
is flawless, yet the characters are not 
enigmas from another time. Kurosawa has a 

, vision of humanity that spans centuries, 
which leads me to my next reason for 
showing "a bunch of Japanese films." 

All ·these films take place in a land 
and an era that is completely unfamiliar 
to most of us. Kurosawa's vision however 
crosses these borders. His ideas are 
enhanced, rather than enshrouded, by the 
alien settings he employs (to this . 
product of Hestern Civilization, anyway!). 

Above all, his filrr.s are enjoyable, 
exciting, and touching. He is as much a 
master of the film medium as he is an 
intelligent, imaginative, and thoughtful 
man. Come see a master at work! 

Jim Sorrentino 

f .S. Please send any comments you have 
on the Winter ?11m Series to Ingrid Miller 
in College Relations . 

(CONT. P. 5, COL. 2) 

Unity and determination are precisely 
what America lacKed in Vietnam. America 
beat ·Germany, not by sinking to genocide, 
'but, because in the ned Gennany was run 
by a madman who preferred his generals 
to give him good reports. In the end, 

.says the film, without~ there is only 
hallucinatory chaos: Apocalypse Now. 

Ji.m Sorrentino 



didn't eTentually develop a little bit of 
resentment. Other responsibilities include 
paying the bills on time, getting the oil 
tank filled when needed, keeping up with 
the roaches and taking out the trash, of 
course. 

Outside the added responsibilities, there 
is a difference living off campus. Lisa 
Cobb, who lives on Charles Street with a 
graduate and a townie, feels out of touch 
with the college community. Alf Newlin, 
who lives as close as the Little Campus, 
says he doesn't see other students as much. 
No, Alf doesn't live in the L.C. This is a 
common complaint. Will Warner doesn't mind 
that though. He says it's nice being out 
of the "fish bowl." Lisa Cobb recommends 
staying on campus freshman year because, 
"it's good to be part of the school and to 
meet people before moving off." Randy 
Linder likes the feeling of independence 
and not being waited on like a "helpless 
intellectual." If you want to talk to 
students living off campus they usually 
hang out in the coffee shop from lunch 
until 4 :00 p.m. 

You've decided to move off campus, and 
you have the money. It's time to find a 
place to live. The assistant Dean's of
fice receives calls from people with rooms 
or apartments to let. Jan Easterday says 
there is nothing available now. Another 
source is the Evening Capital. A map is 
handy for eliminating places too far away. 
The best source is probably word of mouth. 
This time of year most students moving off 
campus take the places of those who move 
back on or drop out. There is also the bul
letin board in the coffee shop. 

Found a place? Congratulations! But, will 
you get along with your new house mates? 
Unless you're filthy rich or work forty 
hours a week you'll probably be living with 
at least one other person. If you get along 
with your present roommate you should be 
all right. Of course, if you're getting 
along with your roommate you probably won't 
be aoving off campus in the middle of the 
year. 

Apartments are not the only places avail
able off campus. Jim Melcher and Shuba.el 
Bartlett live on the top floor of I'1r . Mark • a 
home on Prince George Street. They both 
eat on campus which saves them the fuss. 
Nick Kennedy rents a room· from a family 
in the historic district. His only com
plaint is about the woman who rents the 
room above his with her child. Nick also 
eats on campus. Anne Schanche has a novel 
apartment. She lives in the reconverted 
church on the corner of East Street and 
Prince George. The church is now owned 
by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. Anne 
and her roommates take care of the place 
for a nominal rent. There are interest-
ing living situations in Annapolis . They 
are very rarely advertised, word of mouth 
is the rule for finding them. 

Good luck and happy hunting. 

P.S. If you haven't seen much of Adrian 
Carsiotis lately it's because he'• ott 
campus. Rumor has it that he lives with 
three women who take good care of him. 
There~ alternatives and it sounds like 
Adrian has found one. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

REALITY 

Reality is not just a weekend in May. 
It is a time when the whole community 
gets together to celebrate the end of 
the school year. In recent years 
Reality has been mainly a studentaffair, 
with some notable exceptions, such as 
last year's reversal of roles by Fred 
Cox and Bryce Jacobsen in a class room 
situation. This year the Reality Com
mittee is starting early. If you have 
an idea for a skit spoofing ourselves 
please contact them. They are Lisa 
Cobb and Eugene Wise. 

There will be a Reality Benefit movie 
Friday at 10:00 PM. It's Rebel Without 

A Cause with Ja.es Dean. 



POLI'l'Y M.D'l'I NG 

Our Polity is in danger, I feel, be
cause of our a~athy to change and our 
refusal to take it seriously. Since the 
original Constitution the student body 
has more than doubled in size, and one 
third of the students live off-campus. 
The Constitution has not been amended to 
meet the radically new situation, with 
the present chaotic results. 

This was the first Polity Meeting in 
at least seven years. Students are not 
brcught together as common students ex
cept in the separate funded activities. 
We are now so fragmented that the S. C.I., 
a very important avenue of communication 
between the students and the faculty, 
actually yearns for student input. Many 
enroll here seeking only a niche in which 
to read their Great Books, isolated from 
the polis, the community. 

I hope, therefore, to reestablish the 
polis as originally conceived, for it 
is more than just a sideshow. I have 
appointed Mr. Van Doren to chair a com
mittee whose purpose shall be to report 
on the polity and to draft a new con
stitution. The work of this committee 
cannot be overemphasized, for without 
an effective, up-to-date constitution 
we cannot have an effective Polity. Mr. 
Van Doren's committee shall be holding 
public meetings, and student suggestions 
would be both vital and welcome. 

I further propose to hold more polity 
meetings. These meetings should be used 
as were the Greek Assemblies for common 
discussion and debate of issues concern
ing this polis. Most of the Delegate 
Council minutes are so limited by space 
as to be uninformative to all except the 
members. The Polity Meetings are still 
the most effective means of making us 
all aware that we are indeed one community. 
We must realize this by ourselves, and 
each make up our minds individually; for 
without our self-initiative, the polis 
folds. 

James DeMartini 
Polity President 

This Wee;'s Japanese Film 

The Men Who Tread on the Tiger's Tail 
is one of Kurosawa's shorter works. It 
was made during the American occupation 
of post-WW II Japan. This was a time of 
severe restrictionsa not only did the 
Americans specify the subject matter of 
the films being made, they also placed 
limits on the running time! 

The film is based on a folk-tale 
concerning a retainer who must beat his 
disguised master in order to get him 
safely past his enemies. Of course, the 
retainer feels greatly ashamed. 

This is a good exploration of the limits 
0f yeople's values and is a fine exercise 
in suspense. 

(Whether this film "ridicules feudal 
standards of loyalty while appearing to 
celebrate them," OR, as this humble one 
believes, celebrates those values while 
appearing to ridicule them, is something 
I leave up tb you). 

THE SUBSCRIPTION RATE of THE GADFLY for 
the second semester will be $5. We will 
print weekly, excepting vacations, until 
the end of the school year. Due to space, 
time and printing restrictions we are un
able to accept advertisements. We are 
supported solely by our subscriptions. 
If you wish to subscribe, please make 
your checks payable to THE GADFLY, c/o 
Rick Campbell, St. John's College, 
Annapolis, Maryland 21404 

THE GADFLY is free for the students and 
faculty of the Annapolis caapua. 



Sports 

MEN'S SPORTS 

VOLLEYBALL 
by Bryce Jacobsen 

Dec. 5th 

Guardians 4 - Druids 0 

The Guardians looked to be pretty 
sharp in this, their opening game. 
They seem to have a solid group, all 
down the line. Many of Mr. Yamamura ' s 
serves were not returned successfully. 
The Druids are still looking for a 
winning combination. 

After one week into basketball and 
volleyball, only the Spartans and 
Guardians remain unbeaten .•. and this 
will change very soon, since they play 
each other in both sports before 
Christmas. 

Dec. 6th 

Hustlers 4 - Greenwaves 0 

A week ago, the Hustlers were not 
looking so good in their loss to the 
Spartans ••. and the Waves were hopeful, 
and even euphoric, after edging the 
Druids. But things have changed for 
both teams. The Hustlers showed def
inite improvement ... must be those se
cret early morning "basketball" prac
tices. Obviously that was a cover ... 
they've really been working on their 
volleyball skills! 

The only consolation for the Waves is 
that they will play the Druids again 
this winter. Apparently their first 
game was not "pivotal". 

Dec. 12th 

Guardians 4 - Spartans 2 

Now only the Guardians are left un
beaten this winter. The Spartan B's 
won a game, and so did their A's. But 
the Guardians, as mentioned earlier, 
are pretty solid all down the line. 
However, the match was closer than the 
acore indicates. For instance, the 
Guardian A's scored 42 points, an.d the 
Spartan A's 37. And that, Dear Readers, 
i8 pretty close. 

W<!\EN'S ·SPOilTS 

by Beth Gordon 

Dec. 11th 

Furies 42 - Amazons 39 

It took them two overtime peri~ds, 
but the Furies have won their first 
basketball game, in fact, their first 
game of the season. 1-lith their strong
est turnout so far, they ran the Amazons 
into the ground, en fin, and took the 
game away from the blue. Actually, the 
score remained very close throughout, 
when, with seconds remaining and the 
score tied, the Furies Sue Coffee went 
to the line, but missed. That set up 
the two overtime periods with the Furies 
pulling it out. 

Amazon coach Eric Roberge was under
standably upset, but blamed the loss on 
the dead soots in the floor. He did 
promise to play Miss Simonson more in 
their next game. 

Fury coach Steph Chmiel (who is also 
the team's highest scorer) attributed 
the first win to fine skill, newly 
blessed on them from various Greek gods. 
"And," she says, "this is just the 
beginning." 

Jan. 3rd 

Furies 31 - Amazons 28 

Those who thought that the first 
Furies win was a fluke -- surprise, 
surprise. This win lifts the Furies out 
of the cellar in basketball and puts the 
Amazons there. The Amazons could only 
muster 5 players for the game. That ~o1as 

their downfall, because Miss HcVadon 
fouled out at the end of the third quar
ter. Miss Cobb, the Amazon captain, did 
her best trying to make up for the loss 

· of a player by scoring 14 points, the 
high in the game, but it was not enough. 

( COftiiiJB Dl'r P.lGB) 



Hustlers 4 - Druids 3 

The Druids won the first three games, 
and were within three points of takin~ .. 
the match •.• but then things started to 
fall apart for them. Their game scores, 
in order, were: 15-15-15-12-7-7-3. 
Questions for our calculus-type Juniors: 
What is the next term of this sequence? 
Does this sequence have zero as a limit? 

The Hustler's probably should get our 
special Award for THE COMEBACK GAME OF 
THE YEAR. 

BASKETBALL 

Dec. 8th 

Spartans 75 - Guardians 67 

Now no teams are unbeaten this winter, 
and we can all relax. Two things hurt 
the Guardians badly. They were 16/36 at 
the foul line, and their B-team was out
scored 24-12. Their A's did well enough, 
with a 55-51 edge over the A's of the 
Spartans ••. but not well enough to over
come those two handicaps. 

Mr. Putnam was again high scorer with 
27 points. Hr. Giordano was "held" to 
20 points, but meanwhile, Mr. Spector 
was confounding the Guardians, and every
body's game plan, by scoring 21! The 
Guardians didn't quite expect that! 

Hustlers 91 - Druids 85 

This was the opening game for the 
Druids, and they scored lots of points, 
many more than any team had scored so 
far this winter. But, alas, they 
allowed even more! It was "bombs away", 
and the Devil take the Hindmost. After 
two periods, it was deadlocked at 60-60 
.•• but in the last period the Hustlers 
were a little more accurate with their 
salvos. 

The Hustler B's outscored the Druid 
B's by seven points, which was exactly 
the margin of victory. Messrs. Kates, 
Jennings and Dwyer scored a whole mess 
of points. Things for the teams to 
worry about in the future: 

a) Hustlers ••• at 
shot 30%! 

b) Druids ••• they 
caus 5 

the foul line they 

committed 39 fouls, 
to leave early! 

Jan. 5th 

Druids 112 - Waves 64 

The \-laves kept the game close in the 
first period. In the 2nd, the Druid 
B's rocked the Waves B's 37-4. David 
Carnes was the lethal weapon, scoring 
18 points. The Waves discussed the 
matter, figured they had nothing to 
lose and played Chris Berns, f ormer 
Wave who is now at Indiana. Of course, 
they forfeited the game. 

Hustlers 75 - Spartans 61 

It looked like Mr. Spector was going 
to power the Spartans over the Hustlers 
in the first period, but the Hustlers 
came out of it with a 3 pt. lead. The 
Hustler B's took their period by 8 and 
the A team took it from there. 

SPORTS STANDINGS 

MEN 

VOLLEYBALL WON TIED LOST POINTS 

Guardians 2 0 0 6 
Hustlers 2 0 1 7 
Greenwaves 1 0 1 4 
Spartans 1 0 1 4 
Druids 0 0 3 3 

BASKETBALL WON TIED LOST POINTS 

Hustlers 2 0 1 7 
Spartans 2 0 1 7 
\,uardians 1 0 1 4 
Druids 1 0 l 4 
Greenwaves 0 0 2 2 

Jan . 4th 

Maenads 43 - Nymphs 29 

The ~aenads have done it again, and 
thev really look unstoppable. Unless 
someone can find a way to prevent Miss 
Athey from getting under the basket, 
I'm afraid the chances of beating them 
are slim. 

WOMEN 

BASKETBALL WON TIED LOST POINTS 

Maenads 6 0 0 18 
Nymphs 4 0 2 14 
Furies 2 0 5 11 
Amazons 1 0 6 9 
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• 
stylistic, leaving the question of content 
to more interpretive critics. To begin 
with, only someone with an ear for dialect, 
for instance, Samuel Clemens:-should 
attempt to write it. Clemens had firEt
hand experience with the many variations 
i n regional speech in his America. To 
Willard I point out that folks back in 
Wyoming don't talk with a shit-load of 
"reckons", neither do they drop t heir 
auxiliaries("I' ve got" becomes "Aw've 
got" not "I got"). Ranchers tend to be 
laconic fellows in my experience, and 
when you can get them to tell a story it 
will be short , colorful, and pointed • • • 
not taa .rambling red~ncy that 
characterizes Willard's narrator. 
Repetitiveness is a flaw in writing 
technique, e.g.a "He stood up and walked 
over and sat on the ground. He took off 
his gloves and laid them down. They 
stayed in the shape of his hands , as 
if there was still live flesh in them. 
Funny how old gloves are like that." 

At this point I am very tired of typing 
the word "and." Despite this plethora of 
description, the 'effect stays abstract , 
general words appearing as mere words, with 
no variation of verb form or distinctive 
attributes concerning the action. By 
choosing less, one says more. Particulars 
stick in the mind: recall in 0ickens' 
Christmas Carol Scrooge contemplating 
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his door-knocker. The door-knocker 
becomes al most a character. In the Tale 

. of Gold George tries to animate the gloves 
but the redundancy of "live fl esh" kills 
them. The above quoted l ines made me wince 
and sharpened my perceptions to the 
pointlessmess of countless phrases . 

I n The Children of the Seventies, Mr . 
"Auerbach", who I happen to know is from 
Wyoming, is cer tainly a laconic writer -
short, colorful , and pointed, "reanwhile, 
Sally's head was gently tilting from 
side to s ide, as she polished off the 
second basket of potato chips,"God, 
Mr . Callimachos," she said, daintily 
fill ing the innermost crevices of her 
mouth, "I love these things, you know?"" 
Possible bad points include the ihside 
jokes (incomprehensible borrowings from 
the back alleys of pop include murder 
theme from the "Brood", daytime TV, even 
documentar ies on PCP ) plot and persons in 
panta re, near portrayals of unwitting 
student and tutor victims, and the 
cruel parody of Willard ' s grating tendency 
to create his mythoi from his personal 
experience, which unfortunately for 
us , coincides_factually with our own. 

That there are people who are willi. + 
t c axpose their creations to the 
orr,rnunity is admirable. May it set an 

example. 
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