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AMERICANS 
Mr. Pedro Sanjuan will speak Tuesday, March 
twenty-fifth on what American lforeign policy 
has been and should be toward Latin America. 
Miss Bulkley and Mr. White took the opportu­
nity to talk with Mr. Sanjuan about his back­
ground and his views on several facets of 
American foreign policy. 

Mr. Sanjuan's office at the American En­
terprise Institute in Washington, is covered 
with paintings and etchings, because, as he 
insists, he is an artist by profession. Pol­
itics is only his hobby. This seems surpris­
ing when measured by his twenty years in gov­
errunent service. But then again,nothing about 
Mr. Sanjua n is ordinary. Born in Cuba, he 
spent most of his early life traveling in Eu­
rope, particularly in Spain. He took most of 
his schooling in the u.s.--entering Rutgers 
University a t s ixteen and at nineteen enter­
ing Harvard School of Russian Studies (he 
said with mock-seriousness that at forty-nine 
he can no longer be considered a prodigy). 

Aside from his government service, Mr. 
Sanjuan has also been involved in severalpri­
vate endeavors, particularly as an advisor to 
the Inter-American Development Bank , an i n­
ternational bank which lends money solely to 
Latin American countries, and as founder. of 
"Close-Up," a program which brings high school 
students to Washington to l earn about the 
workings of the government. 

He started his career in government with 
the Kennedy administration in 1960. As Depu­
ty Chief of Protocol, his area of expertise 
was the newly independent African nati ons and 
his duties included insuring t he safety of 
diplomats from these nations i n the United 
States. Mr. Sanjuan said , " .•• to remedy the 
itu t o I ad a tremendous amount of noise-­
nd I got my picture in all the papers and 
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Excerpt from an article by 
Pedro A. Sanjuan 

Our for i9n policy is 
eaaenti 1 purpos on which 
be 

ct our pol ic i 
try to d t rmin 
ar rec iv d by 

ult• of our Mid a t policy, or of our r 
fric or Asia. An qually pertin nt 

mad by bringing into focu w t 
con ensu of inform d Latin Am ri 

can from th L ft, th Center, and th ight, wh 
con i t ntly l v l critici m at c rt i durabl 

l nt in our Latin Am rican policy. y Latin 
Am rican policy" our critic frequ ntly includ 
th mut tions of a basic policy w hav adh r d 
for th la t h lf century a a guide in our rel -
tion towards the egm nt of this h misph r th t 
lie outh of our borders. 

On of th princip l critici ms i that all the 
mutation of our Latin Am rican policy hav 

n unchanging them : we hav for many d cad 
sist ntly proclaim d our national virtu by xtol 
ling th b n vol nt natur of our actions. An nd 
to gunboat diplomacy was promised by "good neighb 
F.D.R. Such unnatural restr .int won Roo evelt no 
mou pr ise nd a reputation as th American pr 
d nt who was a true humanitarian. The "good neig 
bar" them became fairly orn out toward the end 
of Eisenhower's s cond t rm, nd w replac d by 
the "Alliance for Progr s,• a revitalized nd 
more aggr siv variation of the previous policy 
theme, accompanied by an even more laudable stat 
purpo • It wa an unusual "alliance," actually 

o what of a one-way street, for we und rstood 
"pr0qre • only s what the nations down there 
ne ded to work on, the Americans having alr ady 
amply de nstrated a consummate ability to look 
aft r them elve • Although th slogan it lf w 
allowed to fad into disuse during the benign ne 
glect of the Nixon and Ford years, the "allianc 
has not been revitalized recently by the introdu 
tion of any new slogan. N ither has it been enti 
ly repeal d, however, for the instruments ~f fin 
cial assistance still exist by means •f which we 
continue to implement the now dim objectives of J 
that "alliance." We continue to act, albeit half 
heartedly, as if the United States were still a 
residual trustee charged with seeing to it that 
progress (or what we understand to be progress) 
finally materializes throughout the nations of 
Latin American and whatever colonial remnants 
lie within the confines of the area. Thus, we st1 
maintain the same we-versus-them relationship, 
bas d on the tacit a sumption that a seemingly 
eternal bond exist between the irrevocably b ck• 
ward (developing) nations to th~ south and th7ir 
great northern neighbor - a nation burdened with 
a de tiny promising greater wealt~ and better.pr< 
gre for itself, and also conveying the continu· 
ing obligation to aid, teach, discipline, and se1 
an xample. 

Many Latin American feel that the most rronec 
part of this a umption lies in the notion that 
United States and the culture to the south are I 
tual neighbors. Geographically, the principal na 
to the sbuth and the United States are separat d 
fairly impressive di tanc s, if we exclude our d 
mon border with Mexico. But geographic distance 
not the only gap between the two cultur • Histo 
cally, th catholic, Medit rran n tradition and 
the north r Europ an, C lvini tic tradition are 
world• ap rt. Many Latin Am ricans believe these 
two flow from entially different political b 
li f , philo ophic 1 outlook , religious vi ws, 
ad.mini trativ concept , and even legal sy t 
Th two curr nts have b n t war with ach oth 

inc th form tion, wh n th struggl b tw 
th Prot stant north nd th Catholic outh b 
Th ubtl i s 'and convolution"'" of that 
atruggl w r gr d lly tr nalat into 
plifi d, bl ck- nd- hit d-no i 
thi h i ph r • 
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In spite of all our . prote~tations . ·of good faith Latin Am n governments on the danger of their 

. the conduct of hemispheric relations, of the po s.ibly abilizing the nuclear weapons balance 
~~nroe Doctrine (which was, after .all, a unilateral in the wor - whatever that is supposed to be! The 
declaration of hegemony by the United States), of feeling is that we are rather insensitive in our 
the largely theatrical hemispheric alliances of recent response to the very real need of ensuring 
WW II, and of the pledges ~f the . Rio Treaty, the a depe~dable and long-lasting source of energy. 
hemisphere has always remained, in our eyes - when Only with such a source as the basis can the future 
all is said and done - a stage for the enduring economic development of the industrialized sector 
struggl e between the positive power of our light of Latin America be predicted. 
and the negative power of their darkness. We in Probably the weakest link in the present nonpro-
the un ited States generally accept our role as liferation policy is the adverse effect it has on 
standard bearers of enlightenment. But the so- U.S. foreign relations, in particular those with 
called Latins, with ever-increasing frequency, the Third World. There does exist, of course, a 
reject characterizations imposed upon them as the long-rang~ thre~t to world stability through run-
minions of darkness. away proliferation - not a very obvious tendency 

This is, of course, a very unjust simplification at present, but one which could develop in the 
of a complicated historical relationship. Neverthe- future with the most unfortunat consequences. Yet 
less, public opinion in Latin America largely ac- there is still time to cope intelligently with the' 
cepts this version of our role in the hemisphere. tt_>.reat of worldwide nuclear weapons proliferation. 
To many Latin Americans, this.version is not a sim- Single-minded adherence to the present policy :• 
plific a tion. To an unfortunate degree, they feel threatens to create two new kinds of potential 
that it is indeed the underlying theme of their political adversaries for the United States: 
historical relationship to the United States. Such 1. Friendly Third World countries who blame us 
a view is not at all what the necessarily hypo- for their mounting economic and political woes -
critical language of diplomacy would identify as for.the continued high cost of their energy - for 
the lei tmotif of hemispheric relations. But the t~ei~ bala~ce of payments drain - for paterna-
language of diplomacy has a very small role to play listic attitudes on our part, since we seem to 
in formulating public opinion and no role to play flaunt our belief that only so-called world 
when we are trying to come to grips with the reali- powers can be trusted with nuclear weapons -
ty of popular attitudes. for what seem to be our efforts to consign them 

The v iews many Latin Americans presently have to the political and economic garbage heap by 
permanently sealing their fate as nonpowers -

concerning certain recent United States policy for what they consider to be our efforts to de-
initiatives are critical to a degree that tran- v~lop a monopoly in advanced nuclear fuel tech-
scends what might be associated with their dif- nology. 
ferent c u l tural point of view. Unfortunately, to-
day a growing segment of Latin American public o- 2. Technologically advanced countries which have 
pinion, reflected by increasing criticism in the also accused us of unfair competition. 
Latin pre ss, forcefully and frequently attacks the Public opinion in still friendly countries now 
Unit d States on several grounds. increasingly views us as wanting to suppress nu-

Af 'giving" Latin America the Pana.ma canal - clear weapons proliferation, not for what is to 
a gesture which most Latin Americans consider them the unacceptable reason that Third World 
questionable generosity - we are seen as having countries cannot be trusted with the management 
begun to treat most of Latin America in the same of their own affairs, but for the more appealing 
manner t ha t a conquering nation treats its van- re~son that the United States really wants to keep 
~uished foes after the signing of some ignomin- Third World countries down. This is bound to be 
ious treaty. We appear to impose sanctions, li.m- viewed as a new form of colonialism. Thus, our 
itations, and demands as preconditions to the re- present nonproliferation policy actually unwitting-
sumption of normal relations. Mexico's economic ly r7casts the nuclear weapon into a very desirable 
dile~ i s seen as being dealt with by us through attribute of polit ical power in countries which 
a va7ie t y of clumsy proposals to shut illegal bor- might not have considered acquiring it before. 
der infiltration. Hemispheric drug traffic, man- Sensible Latin American critics wonder why we try 
aged largely by syndicated criminals and by mil- ~o pre~ent pr~lif7ration of nuclear terror weapons 
lions ~f middle-class drug users and abusers in i~ La.tin America in a manner which obviously is so 
th .united .Stat , has been criticized throughout l i ke ly to pr oduce anything but the desired outc om . 
~tin Americ as the subject of harsh and hypocrit- The i~evitabl~ resul t of this unilateral policy i , 
ical a~cu ations by the Unit d States, directed at and wi l l c ontinue to be , to create additional pres-
countries cert inly no better able than the United sure within these nations to plan the development 
State to p7event illegal berger violations. We of a nuclear weapons capability. Many Latin critics 
are also being severely criticized for threatening ~lso a~k i f it would not be better to attempt an 
to de~aul~ on our assessed contribution to the inclusionary approach, a r eal partnership designed 
Organization of American States (OAS) _ an attempt to advance more rapidly towards the solution of a 
s7en as tan tamount to a treaty violation _ at a very real energy cr i sis. South America has no large 
t~me when we are simultaniously seeking the support and economically viable untapped resources of en-
0 ~he ?ther m mber nations in that regional or- ergy, as we do in c oal and shale. Certainly, the 
ganization, in order to apply restraining pressures development of an improved system of regional safe-
~~f the g~vernment of Nicaragua. The threat of U.S. gu~rds, arrived at without the imposition by the 

ault is regarded as a "lesson" to the OAS that United States of dogmatic solutions, would have a 
we mean bus iness in reducing unilaterally the per- bett er chance of heading off the madness of nuclear 
~7ntage of our assessed contribution by a few mil- weapons development. 

0~0~rdollars, a.move which, last year, the Sta t e w7 sho~ld . begi~ to conceive of a hemisph ric re-k tment promised that the Congress would not lationsh1p i n whic h certa in nations t o the south :a e. W have been severely criticized for taking might ha ve to be grant ed a tatus comparabl to 
fua ures to pr vent the sale of adv anced nuclear tha~ o~ som~ of our second-ra te European a l li s , 
countt7chnology to Brazil and o th r south Amer ican beginn i ng with something l ike the respect w how 

oun ri li' as part ~f the expr s sed view that a for the sovereignt y of a D nmark or a Lux 
ke th Uni d state cons i der i tsel f to C rtain ly, that would con t i t ute a d partur 
xcell t po it i on to pr ch to "mercurial" our tr ditional policy proba bly dramatic a our 



recent diplomatic recogntion of the People's Re­
public of China. But if we begin to consider our 
relations with Latin America in the context of our 
own national self.interest and not in the context 
of a continuing crusade, we could have a far more 
stabilizing influence in future hemispheric devel­
opments. 

U.S. NUCLEAR EXPORT POLICY 

Excerpted from an Article 
by Pedro Sanjuan in AEI 
Foreign Policy and Derense 
Review ~-

It is becoming clear that our pre­
sent difficulty with Argentina is 
linked to our nuclear export restric­
tions, which are a matter of profound 
significance for a country with an ad­
vanced nuclear industry of its own. The 
Argentine answer has been to affirm its 
sovereignty in the most palpable way. 
This has been done by means of improved 
Argentine-Soviet relations - a trend re­
cently expressed through renewed cul­
tural ties and the unprecedented visit 
to Argentina by a Soviet military mis­
sion, which was decorated by Argentina's 
top military in an affair described by 
Tass, the Soviet news agency, as "a 
transcendental event." Similarly, u.s.­
Brazilian relations have been impeded 
by the Nuclear Nonproliferation Act, 
with the effect of br i nging Brazil and 
Argentina closer together in the area 
of nuclear technology exchanges. 

The United States should not be sur­
prised or of fended if traditional terms 
of friendship give way to pragmation in 
the face of impending energy shortages. 
Our own national interests are deeply 
and historically intertwined with Latin 
America, and that is perhaps reason e­
nough to pay heed. However, one also 
wonders how long our neighbors will con­
tinue to look northward to express their 
concerns before seeking solutions to 
their problems elsewhere. 

Reviews 

WHAT HAPPENED DOWN THERE 

A book review by John Lippman 

There has been much talk of late 
about American foreign policy. The 
things said have not been praise­
worthy. President Carter is the 
target of most of the critism, but 
he inherited as many problems as he 
created. It is even beginning to 
look like America has no foreign · 
policy at all, if the word "policy" 
is to be understood as meaning a 
consistent but flexible program by 
which America conducts her relations 
abroad. If we are going to move out­
sid our borders t o make fr i ends 

and do business, then we should know 
Where we are going and what the peo­
ple are like who live there. Theo­
dore Draper'~ book The Dominican 
Revolt is a case study in American 
foreign policy. It is a sad book be­
cause it shows responsible men in 
important positions acting out of 
fear. Although the State Depart­
ment and the Pentagon may know where 
the Dominican Republic lies in the 
Caribbean, in 1965 it knew little 
of its politics or people. 

1965 is the apex of the triangle 
whose other two points are 1956 and 
1962; that is, the Dominican revolt 
takes its place alongside Fidel 
Castro corning to power and the Cu­
ban missile crisis. A.fter years of 
the United States supporting the 
dictator Trujillo the Dominicans 
did not look kindly on American 
foreign policy. Trujillo was assas­
sinated in 1961 and out of the con­
fusion which followed came Juan 
Bosch, an able leader who desired 
to see in the Dominican Republic 
a social democracy endowed with 
a constitution. President Kennedv 
finally came out in favor of Bos~h 
when it appeared in a fair election 
that he was overwhelmingly the choice 
of the people. But there were accu­
sations that Bosch was soft on Com­
munism, if not actually a Communist 
himself, and in September 1963 he 
was overthrown in a military coup. 
The tragic part is that this coup 
was supported by the Pentagon out 
of fear that Bosch would eventually 
lead his country into the Communist 
sphere. 

Information is the most important 
criterian for the formulation and sol­
ving of foreign policy problems. If 
the information is not correct, then 
the solutions are going to be wrong. 
Draper brings respectability back to 
the profession of journalism by seek­
ing accurate facts, something which 
he points out was not a worry to 
either the American embassy or Bosch's 
opponents. The story of how Bosch got 
to be associated with the Communists 
is complicated and bizarre. Reports 
of Bosch meeting with Communists and 
secretly forming policy with them, 
when traced by Draper, turned out 
simply not to be true. Nonetheless 
this was the sort of information 
that the American embassy and Amer­
ican intelligence were picking up; 
and every time the information 
changed the American policy was to 
back another regime. Although Bosch 
was taken out of power in September 
1963, he still remained in the coun­
try. The leader of the new regime 
was a disaster. This move was the 
same as Cabral cutting his own throat 
and in April 1965 the military moved 
again to seize political power. "The 
1965 revolt was basically set in mo­
tion by the economic retrogression 
and political disintegration of the 
Reid Cabral junta." The revolt was 
led by pro-Bosch forces, and was 
seen as such by both those follow-
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· it in the Johnson administration 
ing . f . . d th d those witnes ing rom insi e e 
~~minican Republic. For a brief while 
on that Saturday afternoon on the ~4th 
of April it looked as t~ough constitu­
tional democracy was going to be re­
stored. 

But something went wrong. The revolt 
did not continue along its bloodless 
course. Events began to turn as others 
struggling to get hold.of ~he post­
Cabral regime made their pitch. A pro­
blem with Bosch and his party ~as t~at 
it had been accused of consorting with 
the small Commun· t party in Santo Do­
mingo. There were rumors to the effect 
that Bosch had even gone so far as to 
make anti-American, pro-conununist re­
marks. The truth is, Draper asserts, 
that Bosch never made any remarks of 
the kind. The stigma that was to at­
tach itself to Bosch was the Communists' 
weak and wavering support of him, not 
his alignment with the Communists. His 
constitutional government provided the 
best opportunity for the Communists to 
to ingratiate themselves with his sup­
porters, who included most of the poor. 
But the communist threat was not strong 
or vocal. Still their slight existence 
was enough to excite General Wessin y 
wessin, one of the generals in the Cab­
ral junta who saw a Bosch revival as a 
virtual Communist takeover. Thus Wes­
sin decided the direction the revolt 
must take was that towards a military 
junta that would depose Cabral and pre­
vent the return of Bosch. Of course, 
given the factions into which the Do­
minican military organization was split­
ting, Wessin's hopes could not be re­
alized without the help of the United 
States Marines. Wessin didn't even 
have to make the effort to persuade the 
American government, for the American 
embassy in Santo Domingo was already 
cabling messages to Washington report­
ing the reported fears of a Bosch coup. 
The imaginary threat now real, Pres­
ident Johnson decided to take real ac­
tion. On 28 April, four days into the 

revolt, the President ordered 25,000 
Marines to the Dominican Republic in 
order to oversee the evacuation of 
the 5,000 American civilians living 
there. At the urging of our Ambassador 
there, we supplied equipment to bol­
ster the Wessin forces. It didn't 
take long for the rebel forces to be 
defeated and the only question remain­
ing was what sort of hand the United 
States was going to have in the for­
mation of a new government. President 
Johnson stated he didn't wah~ to take 
sides, that the events in the Dominican 
Republic were an internal dispute. Still 
Wessin would not surrender his forces 
to a government that might not be in 
line with something the Americans de­
sired. The following weeks saw th 
Johnson team groping for a new Domin­
ican pre ident, one who, it was hoped, 
ould abide by the Bosch constitution 

of 1963. ohn on and his advisor t 
arious t' pported four lead r 

in n qual number of months. Although 
hey want d a Bosch-type government, 

Bo ch could not be considered 

becaus the early rumors of his in-
fectio the Communists. The effect 
of th nson group playing doctor to 
wounded Santo Domingo was a series of 
"political and diplomatic abortions." 
Finally all parties were able to agree 
on the former Foreign Minister of the 
old Bosch regime, Garcia Godoy. Instal­
led as the provisional President, Godoy 
quickly ran into conflict with General 
Wessin. However, by September of that 
year General Wessin no l~nger was t~e 
American hero: helpful in propagating 
the stories that the Communists were 
taking over the Dominican Republic on 
April 24th, his criticism now refl7ct­
ed the proclamations of the John Birch 
society. Now an embarrassment, Wessin 
was persuaded to accept a position in 
the Dominican Consul in Miami, Florida. 

The Dominican Revolt is an account of 
the events that took place over a couple 
of days on an island in the Caribbean 
fifteen years ago . Most of us would not 
care to know what happened. Theodore 
Draper knows the value of a case study, 
however, and how by looking closely at 
one event we can learn many things. It 
has been twelve years since Draper pub­
lished his study; time has turned it in­
to a history. I have tried here to give 
a very rough outline of ~ of what he 
says and to have shown the sense of con­
fusion our foreign policy often displays. 

DAVID STARR'S LECTURE ON PARMENIDES 

ABOUT NATURE 
Review by Abe Schoener 

The first sign that this would be a very 
notable lecturewas that Mr Zeiderman ar­
rived on time, notwithstanding the fact 
that there was a basketball game on tele­
vision that night. The second sign appear­
ed several minutes into the talk, when Mr 
Starr equated Dike, the goddess who guards 
the gates of Night and Day and who seems 
to give passage to and to greet Parmenides, 
with Anagke, Fate, Persephone, Venus and 
a certain equinoctial goddess. The re­
lations, as I no doubt erroneously per­
ceived them, can be represented thus: 

DIKE = ANAGKE = MOIRA 
If 

PERSEPHONE 
II 

VENUS 

EQUINOCTIAL 
GODDESS 

It is especially to be noted that not 
all of these goddeses are Greek. This is 
explainable because their home is in the 
eternal (beyond night and day) , where a 
·man could easily meet goddesses who are 
not even worshipped yet. 

I found this linking of seemingly dis­
parate goddeses very perplexing at the 
start. However, as Mr Starr proposed such 
conclusions from the fragments as: 

"'The thinker and what he thinks are 
identical' is the result of 'knowing 
and being are the sam ,'" 
"Nescience and annihilation are the 
same," 
"The act and the end of the thought 
are the same," and 
"It is erroneous to separate man and 
woman nd group one under Good and 
another under Evil," 
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the midst of these trenchant enunciations. 
I think they all may by understood, to 
some extent, when seen to flow from Par­
menides' freguent propositions that "being 
and knowing are the same." That is, all of 
them except the last; I just don't know 
why, on the one hand, Man isn't on the 
side of Good, Light and Equality; and,. on 
the other hand, woman isn't on the side 
of Evil, Dark and Inequality. 

That being is the same as knowing has 
always escaped my comprehension, and thus 
vexed me. Mr Starr relieved that vexation 
by finally showing a way to understand 
them as one. That way, as I understand he 
proposes Parmenides to expound, is to see 
being and thinking as an activity of uni­
fication. Impossible to ignore at this 
point is the use of the verb "to be" as 
a copula - a joiner, and eventually, a 
unifier. We may see now how the end of 
thought is to see things as one, that is, 
to perceive their unity, their being. 
Mr Starr pointed out that thought, es­
pecially in discourse, uses absolutely 

disparate things to work to their unity: 
namely words. uverbal formulations," exist 
to differentiate, keep separate and single 
out - except when they are joined, synthe-
sized. When their synthesis is effected, 
disparate objects are unified, notwith­
standing their verbally posited difference. 
Free agent of their synthesis is the cop­
ula "to be." There we see how thought un­
ifies, and thus mimics being. 

When we see their conjoining of the seem­
ingly disparate as the essential function 
of thought, we begin to see a very inter­
esting relation between the goddesses. Their 
relation is startlingly clarified by our 
new understanding of thought. 

First Mr Starr noted how Eros (possibly 
a pseudonym for the earlier Venus) per­
petually draws the different sexes into 
unity. Then he rapidly outlined how all 
the other goddesses are also intimately 
involved with constraining different and 
opposed things (things which at least may 
seem so to us) to act as a unity. This 
common feature, in fact, is enough to make 
us see them as one goddess. This relieved 
my initial perplexity and should put o 
rest silly debates about just how many 
goddesses Parmenides encounters in this 
dark house. In any case, the guides to 
Parmenides' thought are unified like 
thought. ' 

This final emphasis of the oneness of 
being and thought being in unifying pleased 
me so much that I heard not another word 
until I found Mr Starr saying that the 
science of ontology, the Greek habit of 
"saving the appearances," and the European 
philosophic tradition all stemmed from 
beautiful nonsense. That statement, of 
course, was the third sign that this was 
a very notable lecture. 

niIS WEEKS SCHEDULE: 

Softball: Wed. Har. 26-4:00 Hustlers-Spartans 
Thu. Mar. 27-2:30 Greenwaves-Druids 
Sat. Mar. 29-1:30 Guardians-Spartans 

3:00 Hustlers-Druids 
Hon. Mar. 31-4:00 Spartan5-Druids 
W d. Apr. 2 -4:00 Gr enwaves-Hustlers 

Sports 

WOMEN'S by Beth Gordon 

Thurs 20 March ... Nymphs-20, Amazons-12 

In very unsoftball-°like weather the 
Nymphs withstood several onslaughts by 
the Amazons, maintaining a close score 
throughout the game. With two beautiful 
double plays by Miss Hillstrom (one be­
ing unassisted) , and a few caught flies 
near second base, the Nymphs started 
overcoming the Amazons. 

The Blue pitcher wasn't doing so well: 
she walked too many of the Nymphs. Hence, 
the Nymphs pulled ahead, and finally won 
the first softball game of the season. 

Fri 21 March ••. Maenads vs Furies 

Postponed until Monday, 24 March, at 
4:00 pm because of inclement weather. 

Want a good job next year? For pay? We will need a 
replacement for Miss Gordon. This person ought to be a 
female ••• a good organizer, who is well liked, respected, 
and loves athletics, and who can make split second de­
cisions authoritatively. She must be absolutely depend­
able, must write interesting articles each week for The 
Gadfly ••• and always meet their deadlines. If interest­
ed, please contact me(Mr. J.). 

MEN'S by Bryce Jacobsen 

SOFTBALL 

Mar. 19 ••• Greenwaves-10, Spartans-9. 

THE WAVES ARE LEADING THE SOFTBALL LEAGUE! Sounds ex· 
citing, doesn't it? How did they do it? With two big 
5-run outbursts. In the second inning, it was Middle­
brook, Cresswell, Sullivan, White and Sands who scored. 
Then in the last inning, trailing by four, it was 
Schoener, Werner, Macphee, Pugh and Smith. Ten runs ••• 
ten different scorers. Nice balance there ••• very demo­
cratic and egalitarian. The winning run was knocked in 
by Mr. Duvoisin's triple! 

Yes, folks, I kid you not ••• Mr. Duvoisin's booming 
trip le! 

The Spartans did not do too badly ••• nine runs will 
win most games. But it was just not in the cards for 
them. Mr. Ney's screaming line drive should have gone 
for extra bases, but instead, Stan the Man snagged it 
with a beautifully timed dive, and That Was All She 
Wrote. 

Mar. 20 ••• Hustlers-25, Guardians-8. 

After one inning, it was 5-2, Hustlers. Each inning 
after that was more or less like the first. The Hust­
lers have come up with a new winning pitcher, Mr. Ca­
bral. The Guardians have come up with a new losinR 
pitcher. Mr. Yamamura. 

In all fairness to Mr. Yamamura, it should be noted 
that his fielders had lot of troubl making routin 
outs, oftentim s failing. A jority of thos 25 runs 
were utainted". Sometimes, this can be a very tou~h 
league for pitchers. 



d·torials and Commen_~ries--1-
WE HAVE NO BANANA REPUBLICS YES, 

Central America is a section of the · 
stern hemisphere that has been largely 

~e ored by the United States for the last 
ign . (P a twenty years. These countries anam , 
Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, El.Sal-

dor and Guatemala) share geographical 
~:atures and climate; general~y they 
have cool mountainous areas with ho~ 
coastal lowlands. Ther7 are ~reat dif­
ferences between them in racia~ compo­
sition (ranging f:om a half ~ndi~n and 
half mixed or white.po?,ulation 7n G~at­
emala to an all-"white population in 
Costa Rica} and tradition. Honduras 
has the lowest per capita income, ab~ut 
$500 per year, while that of Cos~a Ri~a 
is near $1300. In ~eneral, ~he ~isparity 
between the conditions of _l ife in rural 
areas and in urban areas is very great. 
with the exception of Costa Rica (often 
called "the Switzerland of Central 
America") these countries until very re­
cently were governed by r~ght-wing, often 
military regimes. A relatively small group 
of rich and powerful people have ruled 
these countries, for example, the Somoza 
family in Nicaragua, the thirteen families 
in El Salvador who have supposedly held 
power since the tim7 of the ~panish, and 
Omar Torrijos and his party in Panama. 

In 1979 I spent close to eight months 
travelling in these countries. I saw and 
heard much. I found that the kind of 
"poverty" one finds in Central America 
simply does not exist in the United States. 
The last few years have seen the growth, 
or in some cases just the beginnings, of 
their industrial bases. With this is com­
ing a corresponding rise in the urban work 
force, peasants turned factory workers who 
are beginning to be aware of what they 
have and what they do not have. 

Until recently, the only events that 
gained much attention in our news media 
were great natural disasters - the earth­
quakes in Nicaragua (1972) and Guatamela 
(1976). In the last two years, we have 
heard and are hearing more. The focus has 
moved from Panama and the canal treaties 
a few years ago to Nicaragua, where rev­
olution and civil war led to Somoza's 
flight and the victory of the Sandinistas 
last year and finally today to t~e new . 
gov rnment in Nicaragua, events in polit­
ically unstable El Salvador, and the grow­
ing guerilla -movements and general unrest 
throughout the area. 

I began my trip with a two month stay in 
Guatemala. Many of the attitudes I encoun­
tered there I later found to be quite com­
mon throughout Central America. Most com­
mon was a fierce nationalism. Among the 
poorer and less educated, this attitude 
bordered on xenophobia towards their Cen­
tral American neighbors. Among leftists, 
and even some of the more conservative, 
thi nationalism was more often than not 
closely connected with anti-Americanism. 
A typical situation was this: I would 
ask fairly straightforward questions about 
things ranging from the availability of 
consumer it m to specific government 
policies or procedur • If my que tions 
had the light t hint of a comparison to 
another C ntr 1 Americ n country or th 
Un t d St t , I wa answ red with empha-

tic declarations of the superiority of, 
say, the Sa vadoreans over the Hondurans, 
(whether my question concerned political 
freedom or beer}, or emphatic criticism 
of the United States. Anything wrong with 
the government was always so because the 
government was a puppet of the ~IA or 
something of that sort. Everything wrong 
in a country was ultimately because of 
something connected with the U.S., ac• 
cording to the leftists. Among the mo~e 
educated and among the more conservative, 
this attitude was much less pronounced. 
There were still many people who would 
probably prefer living like Americans 
than anything else - especially among 
the upper and middle classes - but would 
never admit it publically. 

Guatemala, like some of its neighbors, 
has relatively little freedom of the press, 
but nothing could hide the terrorism and 
general unrest throughout the country. 
In 1979 the newspapers were constantly 
filled with accounts of assasinations, 
murders, kidnappings, and incidents re­
ported as accidents that clearly were not. 
Very few people one year ago appeared dis­
turbed about these things in public. In 
private, educated and well-to-do (and right 
wing} people told me when I asked about the 
left-wing guerilla movement and its strength 
that things always had been like that in 
Guatemala. No, it wasn't pleasant, they 
said, but nothing would really come of it. 
By mid-March, when the uprising in Nicaragua 
was turning into full-scale civil war, these 
people still insisted that nothing like t~at 
could happen in Guatemala because the Indians 
(50% of the population) would never take up 
the left-wing cause. (The Indians in the past 
have not involved themselves with the poli­
tics of the country and are largely ignored.) 
For a long time I was not really sure who 
these guerillas were; I was told they were 
just rural peasants, or left-wing students, 
or the urban poor. 

Later on in my trip, a friend I had made 
took me into his confidence. Carlos, a work­
er in an urban factory, a soccer referee, 
was also a guerilla in the "Army of the 
Poor." I then found that the movement was 
made up of a surprising collection of stu­
dents, small farmers, urban factory work­
ers, business owners, professionals and 
housewives. Together they form a very 
loose clandestine union. They all seem 
to believe firmly in the effectiveness 
of terrorism and violence. ("No voice 
is heard as clearly as a gun."} The more 
radical types, those who actually carried 
out these acts of violence, were loosely 
connected with other similar groups in 
.Central America. They want to see the 
existing government overthrown. Among 
the members of this group who have thought 
ahead about the form they want a new gov­
ernment to t ke, the sentiment is anti­
American, and for some, Marxist-socialist. 
On thing I found quite striking was that 
very few could tell me what Marxism, so­
cialism or conununism is, except that the 
wealth belongs to the people, everything 
is fair, and land is redistributed. Cuba 
wa cited a the paradigm of success, al­
though nobody could tell me anything about 
Cuba except that it' not imperialistic 
and corrupt like the United States. Al­
though I don't know wh th r I met any ·~ft 
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The following repre 
myself and Brown student 
I have enjoyed the pleas 
for many years. He has 
in the United States. T 
on March 8, 1980r by Jim 

Q. We'll start the interview now. So when was the 
first time you came to the United States? A. The 
first time ever? Q. Well, how old were you? A. 
I think I was about thirteen or so, and the first 
place I went to was either New York or Miami. You 
know it would make more sense to say Miami, but it 
would be more, um, more elegant to say New York. 
Q. So what were your first impressions of this country? 
A. Well ... Q. Of eourse, you had known many Americans 
in Panama? A. Many. Q. And gone to school with them? 
A. In the Canal Zone, and I hated them. I remember 
the first time I learned English, not learned English, 
the first time I heard English I cried because it 
was such an ugly language I thought. And they all 1 

had crew cuts and red necks, literally. I found that 
so really unappealing that I_could not fathom this 
country, except a country full of ugly people with 
horrible accents and bald heads. That was my only 
conception, my first conception, of this country. 
Look there's Debbie X. She's Jewish. Q. Is she the 
one on back(of the motorcycle)? A. No, she's the 
one with the little sweater. Q. Well, is that why 
you like me then, because I'm so American? A. I 
wouldn't say that exactly. Q. What would you say? 
A. (sings Panamanian national anthem) I remember 
singing that in third grade, no, in kindergarten 
through the first half of third grade because it was 
in third grade that I was transferred to the Canal 
Zone. Actually, it was through third grade. I was 
starting fourth grade in Panama and then I was transferred 
to an American school. Q. This is the first time 
you had heard English? A. No, no, I had heard 
it when I was younger, probably eight or nine, because 
I have a cousin, Migui, who is married to an American 
plumber, the head of the plumbing division in the 
Canal Zone, George Lopp. I hate them so much. It 
was to Georgie's, Georgie Jr.'s, party that I went 
one day to hear Americans talk. I just hated it. 
My mother had threatened me, or at leastI saw it as 
a threat, that I would have to go to America, not 
go to America, but learn English. I could never 
understand why. That's one thing I hate about, even 
right now, speaking English: it was taught to me, 
not in the sense that it was going to help me understand 
myself better, or anything like that, or that it would 
have been a good complimentary language to Spanish 
but, -- are you very 'cold? Q. No. A. The way that 
I was made to learn English, I felt, forced me to accept 
this language's superiority, almost, over Spanish. 
And I really ... Q. I noticed you~ mother speaks English 
very well. Is that mainly because of business contacts 
and stuff like that? A. She ~peaks what she would 
call "business English", which is true. But she even 
writes "business Spanish", you know: "Querido hijo, 
como epta.s, yo te incluyo ... ~ But I wouldn"t just 
say it s business related. She went to a prep school 
in Jamaica. Q. All girls? A. All girls, of course. 
There were lots of lesbians. She has alot of lesbian 
stories about those weird, strange girls. She was 
only there for a couple of years. She didn't like 
it very much. You know, so learning English was 
a traumatic experience for me. Q. Did you have any 
American friends when you were in third grade, fourth 
grade, in the Canal Zone and in Panama? I imagine 
there's a very stronq sort of division between Panamanians 
and Americans, unless, of course, it comes to American 
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the Shah who is it? Torrijos? A. It's not the Shah. 
The gove~nment. Q. Exactly what part does Torrijos 
play in the government right now? He's the head of 
the army, right? A. Right. He's the head of the 
country, only not officially. Oh, what would you 
call it in a corporation? Q. Majority shareholder 
or something like that? A. Something like that. 
Somebody who gives consultations but he is also 
the majority shareholder. The government is just 
as it always happens if you've read Fanon and other 
writers of the Third World,-- some underdeveloped 
countries progress through a structure that seeks 
liberty (like in 1968 when the government was 
overthrown by a working class, or whatever; no, 
not even a working class in Panama, but a lower 
middle class) but that becomes a perpetuator of 
the rich class. It even transcends the "nuvuo rich". 
The military are not nouveau rich, they are just 
hoarders of money. They have the largest-- Torrijos 
has large extensive accounts in banks all over. 
Q. And so it's something like Nicaragua before it 
changed? A. No, it's not like Nicaragua. Because 
Somoza was never a "military man". He's always 
been rich. If he were military, it would be because 
he'd been trained. He would be one of the elite, 
as the military commanders are in Argentina or Chile. 
But Torrijos was a simple lieutenant who would 
combat guerillas on the border between Costa Rica 
and Panama. There's a story when Torrijos captured 
some~ody and they get in a helicopter, and the man 
had a little gun in his sock and he shoots Torrijos, 
and Torrijos cries or whatever. (O.K. I am embellishing 
it.) Q. How did he take over? Why does he have the 
power that he does now? A. He has the military 
power and the economic power. Then, not so much as 
he used to have, he has the social power. People 
were with him, they did back him, as much as I hate 
to admit it. Q. Your parents? A. No. My parents 
could not back him. I belong to another class. He 
posed a type of threat, in their eyes of communism, 
but it was just a type of socialism, social reform. 
They could never have backed that. But when he sirnmered, 
explained his views, he didn't do more than they had 
feared,--he's always done more than they could have 
wished for-- then he was fine. The thing is now that 
he's stealing money right and left. The country's 
economy · is is tatters. Nobody is getting contracts 
for anything, excepting the people that are in government. 
They get ridiculous things like contracts for putting 
those flashers in the middle of the road, that gleam 
down the median. Sure, there is a use for it, but 
not a use that extends 2,000 miles on those roads 
in the jungles. Avenida Balboa, which was the boulevard 
in Panama, was a much frequented spot for people to 
walk around down at the beach. I could cry now when 
I see how ugly a city Panama City really is. It's 
such a defaced, unplanned city. But for me, of course, 
that is just a luxury. I admit that there are priorities 
besides urban structuring. That's my main complaint 
about Panama. I don't complain about food, even though 
food is quite expensive. My complaint is just that, 
if you have all that money, why don't you use it just 
to make things pretty. Somebody else might say, 

Why don't you use it to feed us?" Q. Feed who? 
A. The poor people. Q. What sort of middle class 
is there in Panama? A. We're working on it. 
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YES, WE HAVE NO BANANA REPUBLICS 

Cuban "advisors," there is evidence to sup­
port the b lief that they are moving among 
terrorist groups throughout the region. 
These groups claim to be popular and Na­
tionalistic, but I wa told many times 
of the moral, financial, and military 

upport available from Cuba and guerilla 
movements in other countries. I was also 
told that they get most of the money for 
their activites from extortion and kid­
napping. 

Through my contact with people such as 
Carlos I also became aware that they were 
not the only terrorists. In Guatemala 
especially (and in the other countries 
as well) there are right-wing groups be­
leved to be supported by the government. 
The right-wing terrorists are responsible 
for at least half, if not more, of the 
terrorism, according to rebel (that is, 
left-wing) groups. The right-wing groups -
the White Hand and the Eye for Eye - are 
believed to be responsible for more than 
four thousand mysterious· deaths and dis­
appearances in the last two years alone. 

In mid-May, I visited Nicaragua briefly. 
At this point there seemed to be no middle 
ground. One was either in Somoza's Army 
(or one's brother or husband was) or one 
supported the Sandinistas, at least in 
private. Those were the people who were 
sticking it out in Nicaragua. There was 
another group, however: those who were 
leaving. It seemed as though anybody who 
could afford to and was not actively in­
volved in the fight was leaving. Two years 
ago, Nicaragua was a nation of about 2.5 
million. By the end of July (after Somoza 
had fled) , newspapers in neighboring 
countrie were reporting that up to five 
hundred thousand Nicaraguans had left. 
The richest fled to the U.S., but many 
more went to neighboring Latin American 
countries. Hondurans claimed to have over 
fifty thousand. I do . not know if these 
figures are true, but I do know that I 
met many more Nicaraguans outside the 
country than inside it. For the most 
part, they were not planning to return, 
at least not for quite a while. Although 
nobody approved of Somoza, nobody knew 
what form the new government would take. 
If there would be socialism or something 
else that would not coexist with capi­
talism, they were not going back. Needless 
to say, those' who could afford to get 
out were for the most part from the middle 
and upper classes. 

Guerillas I spoke with back in Guatemala 
aft r Somoza had fled and the Sandinistas 
declared victory said they, too, had gone 
do to fight (in Nicaragua) for some 
weeks or even a few days. Some went not 
just to help fight for the common cause, 
but also to practice. By some accounts, 
there was a reunion of sorts in Nicaragua 
during the last days of Somoza's regime. 
Gu rilla from all over Central America 
and South America supposedly came to fight. 
Co ta Rica, Panama, Venezuela and Cuba were 
variou ly accused of aiding, harboring and 
training r 1 groups. Now no one seem 
quit ure of the itu tion or what the 
n w junta i doing, or how the country's 

cono y will be r constructed. The big-
g st ff ct of th r volution on other 

c untries in Central America has been to 
·give new hope and confidence to rebel 
groups, and new fear to the right. 

In December I again visited Guatemala. 
People who before had told me that what 
happened in Nicaragua could happen in 
their country, but not for twenty years, 
were now saying two years, five on the 
outside. Money is leaving the country. 
In expensive suburbs, houses are privately 
for sale for much less than they cost to 
build. In general, people acknowledge the 
inevitability of something. There is a 
somewhat more united rebel front now, and 
there appears to be a slight move away 
from violence on the part of its consti­
tuent groups. In the last few months gue­
rillas have taken to "capturing" their 
objectives and goals, inviting people 
to join them, and then racing away from 
the scene before the army arrives. This 
has happened in over sixty Indian villages. 
The rebels often leave behind cassette re­
cordings in the local dialect. (Many Guat­
emalan Indians do not speak Spanish) . Un­
rest is growing to new p~oportions, and 
the rebels speak more confidently. "It 
will be worth all our funerals, all our 
wounds .... Someday, like the Sandinistas , 
we too will have victory." 

COVY.ENT ARY m~ A REVIEW 
This letter is about Mr. Guaspari's review of M 

Veatch's lecture in the February 27 issue of The 
Gadfly. His review speaks, first, about Mr. Veatc 
primary contentions: that logic is about discour s 
not about "things." Second, it addresses Mr . Veat 
polemic against modern logic. 

Mr. Guaspari says about the first contention t 
it left him"confused about the array of Aristote 
metaphysical, psychological, and epistemological 
gage which Mr. Veatch requires the logicians to 
in tow and how those requirements are to be made 
sistent with the stipulation that logic is not a 
the world." 

Mr. Guaspari says about the second that, assumi 
he has represented it correctly, he can assume t 
Mr. Veatch's.contention is true, i.e., that modei 
logic has a "false view of the subject-predicate F 
positions because it asserts that (the referent G 

the subject is merely related to (that property 
is the referent of) the predicate." He says, howe 
that Mr. Veatch's polemic is nonetheless me ely 
other way to say 'Hurray for Aristotle.'" For, s a 
Mr. Guaspari, the "inquiry (I think he means Mr. 
Veatch's and Aristotle's inquiry into logic) ... i• 
conducted so as to make sense only in Aristoteli 
terms, and these are just the terms that can't b 
taken for granted." 

Mr. Guaspari tries to express this judgment "i1 
another way." Mr. Veatch, he says, has "gone ab~ 
things backwards." "A theory of logic," says Mr. 
Guaspari, "is an account of a certain phenomenon 
the phenomenon that propositions (which through ~ 
meanings refer to the world) can be verified ind 
rectly (without looking at the world) through in 
ence." This account is "responsible to the pheno 
non, not to particular metaphysical presuppositi 
This account is also of "the reasonings of mathe 
ics and science." Mr. Veatch, Mr. Guaspari impl' 
is not giving such an account in his inquiry. H 
rather, giving an account which "is responsible 
particular (Aristotelian?) presuppositions. And 
this account has the added disability that it " 
able to account for ••• the r asonings of mathem 
and cience." 

L t m say a word about Mr. Gua pari' 



wledged confusion and about Mr. Veatch's alleged~ 
no retrogressive or circular inquiry. More word~ · 
~ll follow, I expect, if Mr. Guaspari should cem-
ent on these· · . 

Mr. Guaspari is confused about how ~ogic can ~oth 
t be "about the world" and yet be tied to an ar­

~y o f Aristotelian me~aphysic~l, ~sychological, and 
istemological ... requirements which (presumably) 

~ve a great deal to do with th7 w~rld. -r:ny brief 
nswer to this apparent contradiction evidently needs 

a good deal of elaboration. However, Mr. Veatch spoke 
bit a bout the shape of an answer in the question 

aeriod when he spoke about the "concept" (his word) 
as a " formal sign." He meant by this that the 
"thought" we have about a thing is a "sign" of that 
thing when we think it; and that.this sign ~s unl~ke 
all other signs. For all other signs there is a dis­
tinction between the sign and that of which it is 
the s ign. Not so the "formal sign." Between it and 
that of which it is the sign there is no distinction. 
They a re the same except that the first is entirely 
of or about, the second. On some such notion could 
be

1

based the claim that logic is not "about the 
world" while yet it is profoundly related (because 
of the identity of its object with "things") to all 
that is knowable "in the world." 

Let me also say a word about Mr. Veatch's progres­
sing "backwards." He is allegedly responsible to 
"particular metaphysical presuppositions" rather than 
to the "phenomenon" of the indirect verifiability of 
propos itions. That is not quite so. Aristotle talks 
in the Organon, and in his other works as well, as 
if he were responsible to the human experience of 
ordinary speaking and making of inferences in connec­
t ion with inquiry. His "array of ... baggage" is a 
vocabulary that Aristotle partly finds ready to hand, 
partly refashions, and partly invents for the sake 
of illuminating and explaining that ordinary dis­
course . Aristotle wants to know, for example, how it 
is that (Mr. Veatch's)is a "fruitless inquiry because 
it is conducted so as to make sense only in Aristo­
telian terms, and these are just the terms that can't 
be taken for granted." What is the relation between 
the cause in fact (or in the world) i.e., Mr. 
Veatch 's conduct of the inquiry, and the cause in 
words, i.e., "because it is conducted ... "? "Because," 
after a ll, means "by-cause." Men draw conclusions 
about t hings every day in the market place. What 
makes i t possible for them to do so? And to what must 
they pay attention if they are to do so well and ac­
curate ly? Aristotle investigates those questions. 

Mr . Guaspari claims that there is a "theory of 
logic" tat i "an account of a certain ... phenome­
non: propositions ... can be verified ... indirectly 
through inference." That is no doubt so, but Mr. 
Guaspari should tell us first, in what sense a pro­
posit ion or an act of inference are "phenomena"; and, 
in the second place, what is the very ground of ·in­
ferenc e itself. What makes inference possible? What 
makes it possible for one statement to "follow from" 
others ? 

I argued several years ago that it was necessary 
~or a t hinker to assume the truth of propositions 
in order to have other propositions follow "logi-­
cally " from them. I also argued that to assume the 
~ of a proposition was to assume the being of 
what was said in it. This was because to predicate 
of a proposition that it was true was redundant. To 
predicate "true" of a proposition, I maintained, adds 
nothing to it except the speaker's emphasis. Simi­
larly , to predicate "not-true" or "false" of one is 
rne r 7 1¥ to assert emphatically the contradictory pro­
posi tion. To say that "'Socrates sits' is true" is 
to say nothing more than "Socrates sits." To say 
that "'Socrate its' is false", is to . say nothing 
more th n 'Socrates does not sit." I still think I 
~ righ~ in saying these things. But if that is true 

1 • ., f that i o), then logic depends on truth. 

And some arr y of metaphysical, psychological, and 
epistemol g~c 1 baggage," enough to ground a theory 
of truth, impedimenta that Mr. Guaspari wants the 
logician to be able ~o throw over the rail with a 
clear conscience, will all appear unceremoniously 
on his doorstep and demand recognition and entrance. 
Thinking and being cannot be separa~ed. Ever. That's 
why we have a college. And that's why Mr. Veatch, 
despite his modest disclaimer, may have to be called 
a logician and why Mr. Guaspari, despite a modest 
claim to be a "mere" logician, may have to renounce 
even that. 

TO THE EDITOR: 

Sincerely yours, 

Edward G. Sparrow 
Tutor 

Letters, 

It was with no uncertain amount 
of amusement that I read Chip Melli's 
letter in a recent issue of THE GADFLY 
concerning Mr. Hongsermeier's letter 
of endorsement.* 

Mr. Melli asserts that "Mr. Hongser­
rneier' s campaign leaflet amounts 
to nothing more than an unsubstan­
tiated personal attack on his oppo­
nent (Mr. Van Doren)." 

My, Mr. Melli, . what remarkable in­
terpretive skills you have! You would 
have been of incalculable value in the 
reading of Delphic oracles. 

The text of the endorsement contains 
no "personal attack" on Mr. Van Doren. 
It merely raises (or, I should say "re­
raises," for the topic has surfaced be­
fore) the issue of an alienated or apa­
thetic polity due to personally over­
ambitious polity officers or candidates. 
This issue extends far beyond St. John's 
College, pervading political stages of 
all shapes and sizes. 

Having what might be euphemistically 
termed a consulting role in the com­
position of Mr. Hongsermeier's endorse­
ment, I am compelled to respond to Mr. · 
Melli's letter. 

If, as he suggests, Mr. Van Doren is 
owed an apology, he most certainly has 
one. What is more, I congratulate Mr. 
Van Doren upon his victory. The polity 
has spoken and their new secretary will 
undoubtedly serve their interests above 
his own. 

As for Mr. Melli's proposal that I 
give "an apology •.. to the voters whose 
intelligence is insulted," that respon­
sibility, I am afraid, belongs to none 
other than Mr. Melli himself. Does he 
really believe that we, the voters, are 
so easily misled by such outlandish ac­
cusations of slander? 

Finally, in reference to Mr. Melli's 
labeling of Mssrs. Tripp, Giordano, and 
Hartzell, and myself as "moronic buffoons," 
I say ••. 

Moronic buffons unite! 

Robert M. Ewing 

*-4 ~ o~ ~c.. ~dor~~m~n-+ 
Cd~ \>c.. ~l.)n.l 6" P9. '"2. 
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DITOR: 26 F b 1980 

I am an alumnus ('53) interested in ev-
rythinq including, of course, a continu­

ing cone rn with SJC. My attitude ~oward 
th colleg is not blindly upportive, 
but is r ther like that of the man who 
complained that the crap game he was in 
was crook d but explained that he still 
played in it because it was the only one 
in town. 

During my time as a student I felt SJC 
offered principally two things: the great 
books and community of learning. 

As for the "great" books, I feel, with 
Woody Allen, that a bit more humility is 
called for and on ought rather to speak 
of the good books. It seems to m that, 
in that department, SJC has ossified and, 
as a result, has created a world of self­
serving scholars who, like an orderly 
herd of elephants, hang onto one another's 
tails (words) and traipse around an end­
less circle, looking neither left nor 
right. But that isn't what I want to hol­
ler about here. 

Let me briefly say what the community 
of learning was as I experienced it. I~ 
meant everyone knowing everyone on a first 
name basis (though even two people on a 
sailboat would lapse into Mr, Miss and 
Mrs when appropriate to the conversation) , 
the almost total commingling of tutors 
and students in every aspect of life, and 
the profound assumption that after doing 
a reasonable amount of "ditch-digging" 
work at your desk, your main mission was 
to reach out to anyone available for the 
purpose of learning or teaching anyt~ing 
from guitar playing to Nietzche. This 
did not include overweening introspectipn, 
or endless commiseration or sheer escap­
ism. Of course, some hours (only a few) 
were expended each week in such activities. 
Everyone needed om tim to sweat in i-
olation at the gym or study Middle Eng­

li h on Tuesday night or get drunk (after 
the party was over) ~n.saturda~ nigh~. 
But such insular, elitist and isolation­
ist activities were not, it seems to me, 
the rule in the 'community of learning'. 
The farthest-out nonsense conversation I 
can recall having was one with Bert Thoms 
at a polka and beer party in which w ex­
plored the nic ties of stablishing a 
belly-button lint pillow factory; even so, 
w pursued the art of conversation well 
that night. 

Is there a community of learning at SJC 
now? In the past two and one-half years I 
have made it a point to hire students and 
spend some time on campus in an attempt 
to become familiar with what is going on. 
It is hardly a scientific study but, in 
sum, I am appalled. There is no community 
of learning. Tutors and students are se­
verely separated, as are seniors and 
freshmen, quiet p ople .and noisy people, 
people sleeping together each from any­
one else, people who want to pursu the 
legitimate are of light-hearted, airy 
conv ration and thos who worship 'punk', 
and likewi e any who pursue sports, so­
cial grac s or art temperat ly from those 
for whom sport , sociability and the so-
call d er ativ art are the be-all and 
nd-all. 

But wor t of y 
to be th 

a that if you attend every cla s nd 
t ev ry deadline at this great books 

college, at the end of four years you will 
be awarded a diploma and be liberally ed­
ucated. Bullshit; you gotta live it. Some 
nihilists are passive; they talk so little, 
so low and so vaguely (even in seminars 
and classes, I'm told) that you finally 
give up saying "Huh?" and leave them be. 
I guess you might say they are more to 
be pitied than censured. . . . 

I suppose if I have any beef, it is with 
the active nihilists. In spite of the 
fact that they are strict conformists to 
the national media norm (I've seen more 
diversity in dress, opinion and behavior 
in Navy boot camps), they make their.pre­
sence very well known to anyone who in­
trudes on what they call their "space." 

Cases in point: 1) Last spring at Real­
ity a group produced apparently purposeful 
noise from an outdoor assemblage of elec­
tronic instruments intended to make music 
while one of the few college officials in 
attendance apprissed some attending ·alumni 
parents that their 14-year-old daughter 
was drawing pitchers of beer from the 
truck over the besmirched, besotted and 
bleeding bodies of two ragged students 
lying in the muck. - All on a nice sunny 
afternoon. - 2) Later, in an elegant au­
ditorium, there was a punk movie with 
marvelous cinematography and excellent 
music which carried a destructive message 
along with homespun slides and commentary 
which drew only a bit of painful and 
strained response from the audience (which 
audience, by means of established tradi­
tion, already excluded 99% of the sur-. 
rounding community) . 3) The fall alumni 
beer bust for alumni and seniors was 
ruined after a half-hour by some students' 
introduction of a mind-blasting noise lev­
el hi-f i set and the turning off of lights 
in the basement party room, which promptly 
drove all alumni and some students out in­
to the rain, where they promptly departed. 

What is to be done if my observations 
are valid? Most students are supposed to 
be adults and cannot rightly leave it to 
parents, faculty and administration to _ 
solve the problem of regenerating a com­
munity of learning or anything else. Since 
it takes only 5 to 15% of any popul tio 
to creat anarchy, it follows that it's 
going to take a lot of effort.to annihi­
late the nihilist effort. Is it worth a 
try? F. Warhurst 

To the Student Polity: 
All too often at St. John's we have 

seen Polity positions sought by those 
who desire those off ices primarily for 
purposes of their own personal advance­
ment. 

It is in the interest of abolishing 
this unfortunate practice that we wel­
come the candidacy of Troy Von Hongser­
meier for the office of Polity Secretary. 

Mr. Hongsermeier seeks no gold stars; 
he wants only to s rve the needs of the 
students. 

Troy will serve th students' needs 
by keeping them informed of the DC' 
proceedings in a mann r befitting th 
Council's dignity. 
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DC MEETING WITH THE ADMINISTRATION 

20 March 1980 

ubmitted by Martin Miller 

Attending: Mr Sparrow, Mr Elzy, Mr Schmidt, Miller, 
Roach, Fuller, Betor, Cummins 

Visiting: Coss, White, Edelman 
Mr Elzey introduced the new Administrative 

Assistant, Mr Schmidt. 
He then gave us some bad news: Someone has been 

using slugs to obtain tickets dispensed from the 
coin machines in the washing machine room. Since 
the school can not afford to pay for washing our 
clothe , they have warned us that the ticket dis­
pensers will be removed if another slug is found. 
That will mean everyone will have to buy laundry 
tickets from the Business Office (10 at a time) • 

Mr Elzey then gav_ u some good and bad news: 
There will be con truction and repairs made 
around the campus during the spring. New smoke 
detectors will be installed and tied into the 
alarm system. This will mean workers in the dorms 
making extra noise. (They usually start work at 
7:30 m, so "early to bed, early to rise~) Pace­
Carroll will be renovated starting this summer 
and continuing through next year. Randall will 
start being enlarged next fall. 

Mr Sparrow would like students to comment on 
the proposed calendar for next year. If you are 
interested see Martin Miller; he has a copy of 
it. 

DC Report 19 March 1980 

by Scott c. Boyd 

rtin Miller ran his first meeting as 
Polity Pr sident. All officers except Dan 
Van Doren (ill) and all delegates (except 
the one from East Pinkney, which has 
neither a regular or alt rnate delegate 
now) w re present. 

Miller opened the meeting by explain­
ing his new system of procedure for the 
meeting, which he hopes will avoid the 
unweiliness of parliamentary procedure. 

A Polity Attorney must be appointed by 
Miller, and he invited anyone wishing the 
post to contact him b fore March 25. 

James Preston owes the DC $50 for some 
tlamaged stereo equipment. This was to be 
paid by March 6th. 

"I think he had more than ample time 
to pay it," commented Marion Betor. "We 
ne d a firm deadlin . He's already had 
on firm deadline." 

Miller aid Preston told hem before 
spring vacation that h 'd pay his debt 
imm diately after v cation. Miller added 
that next week his new Polity Attorney 
could handle it. 

Tr asurer Joe Roach volunteered to try 
and get the $50 from Preston by next week. 

Miller announced that there had been 
complaints ·from residents of Paca-Carroll 
and Campbell about the recent dorm elec­
tion• which made Frank St. Amour (Pace­
Carroll) nd David Stein and Leslie Smith 
(Campbell) dorm delegate • 

Ms r St. Amour nd Stein didn't re-
pond, but Mis Smith said, "I'm aware 

of the p ople [complaining]. Linda Mahler 
talk d to me and was ups t that only David 
and I ran and w r 1 ct d." 

Sine Constitution Revision Committe 
hairman (and Polity Secretary) Dan Van 

Doren was ill, John Hiner pre ented the 
Committee's draft of the new Student 
Polity Con titution to the DC. 

Hiner started by describing th Com­
mittee's process of pu.Dlic meetings and 
private interviews with tudents to re­
search the students' opinion of their 
government. 

"The major result of our work," Hiner 
announced, "is that the credibility of 
the student government, if it exists at 
all, i at a low ebb. But in spite of 
skepticism, there is a legitimate and 
compelling need to have a student govern­
ment.• 

He explained that gaps in the structure 
of the College Polity as a whole are left 
for the students to fill. Hiner said that 
the student government does for students 
what the college as an institution can't 
do, and that it provides for social inter­
action among students. 

Hiner detailed the reasons for the low 
ebb of credibility of the student govern­
ment. The first reason is that the major­
ity of the student government is "unjust­
ly blamed for inactivity," even if only 
one or two people are to blame. The remedy 
Hiner suggested was a more energetic stu­
dent President. 

Hiner said that credibility also suffers 
because "the forms of litigation are pre­
tentious ·in a farcical way" because no 
power is vested in the Polity Court or DC 
to enforce their de~isions. 

"This i a good thing, because the so­
lution is a sober realization that no pow­
er i vested in the Court or Council," 
Hin'"""r remarked. He added that punitive 
power isn't appropriate, but that litiga­
tion and negotiation are. 

The third reason Hin r cited for lack 
of credibility in th student government 
was "instability in the procedures of the 
student government Constitution," which 
Hiner said was re-written an average of 
every four years. Also cited were Polity 
Court procedures, which change from trial 
to trial. 

The remedy is a Constitution having "a 
strong structure to weather changes," 
Hiner said. He added that the Committee 
tried to make the new Constitution read­
able and clear. 

The new Constitution has things arranged 
in a formula, Hiner explained, and he said 
that the mechanics of any operation or 
problem are covered. 

"We know this document can deal with 
everything the former one did," Hiner 
stated, "and we are confident that it can 
deal with more." 

Some major features of the new Consti-
tution are: 

1. The office of President will be re­
placed by a DC chairman, to be elected 
by the DC. 
2. A five-level hierarchy of steps to 
resolve conflict : 

a. Private negotiation between the 
individuals in conflict 
b. Informal m di tion by the Dorm 

1 gate 
c. Official m di tion by th Polity 
Attorney 
d. Official 



Court 
3. 1 ct d 
twic y ar, in t d of one y ar. 
4. Official Stud nt Polity archiv are 
to b institut • 
5. Stud nt Polity officials or th ir 
policies can b quickly chall g 
6. Po er ill r id in the DC 
7. Th Polity Court will b given more 
pri cy and di cration -
Th DC will di cus th proposed Consti­

tution at its n xt m eting, try to mak 
copi availabl and rrang for public 
m tings to di cu s th matt r. 

0 IOLE BASEBALL TICKETS 
The A sistant Deans' Office has student 

di count cards for purchasing tick ts to 
th Baltimor Oriole's home ba eball games 
thi eason. 

To purcha e thes discount tickets you 
will have to pre ent your discount card 
and College ID at Memorial St dium' Gate 
E- 6 on the d y or night of th gam only, 
an hour and a half b for gam t ' e. No 

tud nt tick t will be v ilabl in ad­
vance. For mo t 1980 Oriole hom games, 
you can purch th upper re rv d eats 
for $2.25, $1.75 savings. 

Stud nt will hav th opportunity to 
purcha e di count tick ts for th Op ning 
Day Game, Tue day, April 15. Th O's fac 
th a nsas City Royals at 2:00 p.m., and 
beginning an hour and a half before game 
tim , students that present their discount 
cards at Gate E-6 will receive a general 
admi ss ion seat for $2.25, a savings of 
75¢. This pl an will be in effect on Open­
ing Day only. 

Members o f the Freslunan, Sophomore and Junior 
Classes 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Registrar's Office is now composing the 
lists of students who will be registering as 
Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors next fall. 
The lists will be composed of students who 
have confirmed their intention to return ·by 
depositing $100 in the Treasurer's Office be­
fore Apri l 7, except for January Freslunen, 
for whom the date will be in the middle of 
July. If you want to return next year, accord­
ingly, please make the appropriate arrange­
ments with the Treasurer before April 7. 

The Treasurer will refund the deposit in 
=ase o f ithdrawal due to ill health, academ­
!c dis ·ssal, or failure to enable. It will 
ot be c rried over in case you decide not to 

0 nroll next year but to return the year after. 

Sincerely yours, 

Nancy Winter , Registrar 

nouncements 
THE POLITICAL RUM 

Th St .John' 
to pr nt as p ak r 
A. Sanjuan, r id nt fellow and Dir 
of th H spheric C nter t th rican 
Ent rpri e In titut for Public Policy 
Res arch. H will peak on Tu day v n­
inq, rch 25, at 7:30 pm in th Gr at 
Hall. Mr S njuan' pr s ntation, •Am rica' 
Involv m nt in L tin Am rica•, will be 
about thirty minute long, followed by 

5 

an open qu tion p riod. ngst Mr Sanjuan' 
xt nsiv cred ntials ar : detailed from 

Arm Control and Di armam nt agency to 
work on th Panama Canal Treati ; a BA 
from Wofford College; from Harvard Uni­
v rsity, the A.H. R qional Program on 
th Soviet Union, M.; nd h ha contri­
but d to n rous anthropology journal , 
national revi ws, conomic journals and 
anthologies. Mr Sanjuan has al o r ceived 
a vari ty of award for his servic in­
cluding: The Sup rior Honor Award, o -
partm nt of Stat , 1965; Outstanding P r­
forma.nc ward, D par nt of D f nee, 
1972; d the ACDA M ritorious Award, 
1977. Th rem k of Mr Sanjuan ar sure 
to h d light on an ar a little known to 
mo t Am rican ; citizen of this country, 
Unit d Statian , that is. Everyone inter-

t d hould plan to attend. 

Re pectfully sul:xnitted by 
the St Johns Political Forum 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

TO ALL SENIORS: 

Measurements for cap and gowns will be 
taken in the bookstore April 1st through 
llth,please make sure that you come in 
to be fitted during these dates. 

PHYSICS LAB ASSISTANTS JOBS 

Those students who would like to pply 
for positions as Physics Laboratory Assis­
tants next term (1980-81) should please 
drop in to Mellon 112 between 8 and 4 any 
day and get on my list. Of course those 
students who will be on student aid will 
hav pref rence when the final selections 
are made, but anyone can list bee u e 
ometimes w do not have enough of said 

aid • Those applying early ometimes • 
have an advantage al o. 

Roy Armstrong 
Physic Lab Manag r 

b ing a nior 
C pb 11 or 
application 

lett r to 
uffic • 
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