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IRELAND • The three largest banks in Ireland 
were given $7.7 billion from the Irish 
government, in return for partial control and 
dividends from bank shares. The banks, which 
had overseen until recently, the fastest-growing 
economy in Europe, were in danger of failing. 

DENMARK • Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen is considering switching to the Euro, 
a measure that will probably be put to 
referendum later in the year. Such a move is 
being considered by other countries outside the 
Euro Zone In response to the global recession. 

TURKEY • Prime minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
walked out of a debate with Israeli president 
Shimon Peres over lsraers Invasion of the Gaza 
Strip. The move was supported by Muslims.
Including many in Turkey, but may hurt Turkey's 
aspirations for EU and NATO membership.

Tumult Revisited: 
Greece's Riots 
Chelsea Adams 
Annapolis '12 

For thousands of years, the Athenian 
Acropolis has symbolized the evolution of 
a government that is otherworldly. Tourists 
seek the whispers of the ancients in shadows 
of an archaic city, one which was born in a 
time and place clouded with the political 
uncertainties of a tentative city-state. 

What students today learn in history 
books about Greece seems foreign and 
obsolete. Stories of short-lived tyrannies, 
beleaguered campaigns, and wars that lasted 
for generations are mingled with texts from 
some of history's greatest "political" minds. 
The ardent oaths of Plato's Republic and 
Aristotle's Politics are buried in a cultural 
proclivity towards civil discontent. 

The Hellenic states of antiquity were 
warring more often than they were at 
peace, and the Greek nation of the twenty-
first century seems to have retained part 
of this inclination. Athenian newspapers 
from the last few months have been 
spattered with stories of rioting students, 
corrupt government officials, and growing 
economic instability. 

It is possible that this recent wave of 
violence is simply the culmination of a 
series of unfortunate events. One might 
wonder, however, if there is something 
more deeply ingrained in the psyche of the 
country, something that leads invariably 
to infighting. "History is a very sensitive 
matter for all Greeks, young and old," says 
Estantzos M avrokefalou, who lives and 
works in Athens. "The problem we face 
is that the political climate now is one of 

extreme controversy. Everything depends 
on beliefs or party tendencies that come 
from experiences in our history." 

The politics hidden behind the 
current conflict are as complicated as they 
are diverse. The conservative government 
under Prime Minister Costas Karamanlis 
of the New Democracy Party is widely 
unpopular, especially among Greek 
students and youths. Karamanlis took 
power in 2004, following a convincing win 
over leaders of the Pan Hellenic Socialist 
Movement (PASOK). PASOK remains 
bitterly at odds with the conservative 
party, recently releasing a statement 
that deemed the current government 
"dangerous for the country, the health 
and security of the citizens, and for the 
economy." 

Karamanlis has rejected repeated 
calls for his resignation. Among other 
debacles scarring his record, recent police 
activity in Athens and other major Greek 
cities has left citizens distrustful of their 
government's ability to protect them. 

The case of Alexis Grigoropoulos is 
just one example that has lead to wide 
distrust. In December of 2008, Alexis, 
reported to be no more than 16 years old, 
was shot and killed by a member of the 
Greek police. The story made waves in 
world media outlets as Athens fell into 
disharmony. "Everything began when 
that stupid cop killed a young man in 
cold blood," says Bil Karas, resident of 
Thessaloniki. Since the shooting, riots 

have broken out across the Hellenic 
Republic. Demonstrations have shaken 
the populous to its core. 

"The cop believed that the child 
posed a threat, so he shot him. That is 
just the way things go," says Apostolos, 
a university student studying in Athens 
who asked that only his first name 
appear in print. Alexis Grigoropoulos 
was reportedly demonstrating with 
fellow students for education reform ' 
when the offending officer fired into a 
group of the protesters and hit the boy. 

"I hate violence. It's not the 
solution, but sometimes people think 
it's the only way," says Apostolos. He 
reflects upon brutalities from both the 
police and Athenian citizens that have 
occurred as dose as 5 miles away from 
his residence. "There is a place near the 
center [of Athens] named Eksarxeia. 
This is where many of the riots happen. 
Cops are unwelcomed here. For them, 
it is like walking through a ghetto, but 
only for them. Most people think that 
it is dangerous, but I have to say that I 
have gone there for more than ten years, 
and nobody has hurt me." Eksarxeia is 
within walking distance of the Athenian 
Acropolis. 

The Greek government's response to 
the shooting has been a staunch vow to 
"work towards tougher policing in the 
nation's capitol and other parts of the 
country." It seems obvious that "more 
might" will not equal "more right," and 
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few citizens are eager to see what reforms 
the government has to offer. "They seem to 
like the power of the uniform, and they like 
to use it, regardless of the consequences," 
says Karas. 

Citizens were so outraged over the 
Grigoropoulos incident that they retaliated 
with shootings of their own against the 
police. An upstart terrorist group in Athens 
known as "Revolutionary Struggle" claimed 
responsibility for shootings on Dec. 23 and 
Jan. 5. One officer was in critical condition 
following the shootings. The group that 
claimed responsibility has also been tied to 
attacks on the U.S. Embassy in Athens. 

Following the new wave of violence, 
police officers took to the streets, this time 
in a protest march of their own. They carried 
banners calling for peace and blared Beatles 

songs in an effort to build support. "Before 
those officers were shot, everyone hated the 
police. Now, most of them don't remember 
anything," says Apostolos. 

This turn-on-a-dime mentality makes 
it difficult to enact lasting change. Protests, 
riots, and demonstrations serve as convincing 
evidence that Greeks have something to say 
but have been robbed of the means to say 
it. Americans cannot relate---the United 
States calls upon its media resources to report 
injustices within the system. Greeks, on the 
other hand, seem to think that their media 
market has been the cause of injustice. Greek 
media networks are presenting much more 
than a simple bias. 

"I believe the real problem today in Greece 
is the media, and by that I mean Greek private 
television chains," says Mavrokefalou. Angry 

youths targeted television stations at 
the end of December, taking reporters 
at gunpoint and forcing them to read 
protest messages. "Many of [the  stations] 
do not even have a legal right to put up 
their antennas. They managed to create 
a status quo, and if the government 
wants to touch them, they shout about 
dictatorship and censorship." 

Some believe the television stations 
are profiting from a series of power shifts 
throughout the last several decades that 
have left both the New Democracy 
Party and PASOK in political disrepair. 
In 197 4, Constantine Karamanlis, uncle 
of the current prime minister, founded 
the New Democracy Party and restored 
long-absent democracy to Greece. The 
country had been controlled by a group 

A History of Greek Democracy 

360 B.C.E. 
Plato writes The Republic. 

1967-1974 
Greece succumbs to a prolonged period of 
military dictatorship. 

December, 2008 
Alexis Grigoropoulos is 

197 4 shot and killed by a mem-
Constantine Karamanlis ber of the Greek Police; 
restores Athenian 
Democracy. 

citizens react with riots and 
violence towards officers. 

1941 C.E. 2009 

1941 January I, 1981 2004 
Axis Powers occupy Greece during World War II. Greece joins the European Community, now the 

European Union. 
Costas Karamanlis is 
elected Prime Minister; 
New Democracy Party 
regains control of gov-
ernment. 
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October, 1981 
Greece elects Andreas Papandreou as first Socialist 
Prime Minister; PASOK takes control. 

of right-wing generals previous 
elections in 1974. Constantine Karamanlis 
became president and helped lead Greece 
into a coalition with the European 
Community, now the European Union. 

Over the next several years, Greece 
became significancly more economically 
stable and continued to regain much 
of what it had lost as the result German 
occupation in World War IL In 1981, 
PASOK won a majority of seats in 
parliamentary elections. The new prime 
minister refused to support Karamanlis 
for a second term, and the parties began to 
feud publicly. 

"There has never been a perfect 
education in democratic rules at our schools 
and in our society," says Mavrokefalou. 
"Too much influence comes from family 
political vendettas or pressure from peer 
groups." Power has bounced back and 
forth between PASOK and the ND 
since 1981. Each party has succumbed 
to internal feuding and a subsequent fall 
from grace, only to enjoy a return when 
the opposition party encounters equally 
embarrassing pitfalls. PASOK's popularity 
has been steadily rising over the past two 

years. "All factors seem to lead to the 
conclusion that PASOK will be returning 
to power in the next election," claims Bil 
Karas. "lt doesn't really matter who is in 
charge, as long as they can convince the 
people that something is getting done." 

"Now, nobody trusts the parties," 
says Mayrokefalou. "There were too 
many scandals in each of the main 
parties representing the right and the left. 
Therefore, the reaction has been in riots." 
Mavrokefalou feels that the media storm 
is doing nothing to help the situation. 
"News programs are less rigorous and more 
superficial. They replace research with what 
they say 'feels like' the truth. Today, the 
media is judging-and also punishing." 

As an outsider looking in, one will 
discover that it is hard to sort fact from 
fiction in Greece. "The worst thing is 
that no one takes responsibility for their 
actions," replies Karas when asked about 
the breakdown of trust between citizens 
and government. Void after void in the 
political system has been filled with new 
leaders, new attempts at reform, and new 
promises. Aposcolos claims that part of the 
problem is that his government "is just not 

• 

powerful." He says that power falls to the 
"European Union, the U.S.A., and some 
rich people to decide about [Greece's] 
future." 

Apostolos' cynicism carries with it a 
grain of wisdom. Greece is not a powerful 
government, and it will not be in the 
near future. The country lacks faith in 
its founding principles, and as history 
progresses, it has fewer and fewer chances 
to establish a strong political voice. Until 
Greece finds stability through strong 
leadership, it will continue to fall victim to 
the circular school of history that has kept 
it embattled since the founding of Athens. 
Aristocle claimed that "law is order, and 
good law is good order." lt is time for 
Greece to seek out strength through the 
wisdom of well-crafted law. 

Interviewed: 
Apostolos - University student in 
Athens, Greece 
Estantzos Mavrokefalou - Citizen of 
Athens, Greece 
Bil Karas - Citizen of Thessaloniki, 
Greece 
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History of LGBT Rights in Poland 
2005 

The March of Gay Rights 1948 
Poland makes 15 the age of consent for all sexual acts, 

1932 
Poland decriminalizes homosexuality. 

Polish government bans LGBT parades in Warsaw and Poznan . 

1990 
World Health Organization removes homo-
sexuality from list of diseases 

Erin Shadowens 
Annapolis '12 

I am not a homophobe," Michael 
Wisniewski of Korzeniow, Poland declares. 
"[But] I think homosexuality is a disease 
that should be treated. Special centers 
should arise for them in which they could 
be treated, as it is with drug addicts and 
alcoholics." 

While 66 countries united to sign a 
historic, non-binding United Nations (UN) 
resolution decriminalizing homosexuality 
worldwide last December, Poland remains 
at a crossroads between European Union 
(EU) mandates and a hard-line conservative, 
Catholic heritage. 

"People cannot be arrested for being 
homosexual," Mariusz Mario of Torun, 
Poland said. "But I'm not sure how it is with 
the military. I think the official [rule] is they 

" can serve. 
Emphasis, however, on official. 

"Even though they [homosexuals] have 
the right to military service, they are not 
welcome in the army," Wisniewski asserts, 
recalling the United States own "Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell" policy that governed the U.S. 
military's sexual orientation policy until late 
last year. 

Rafal Lesiak, a soldier in the Polish 
army, refused to even entertain the notion 
that openly gay individuals could serve. 

"They can't," he said simply. "Can't." 
All EU member states must eliminate 

laws that discriminate on the basis of sexual 
orientation as part of membership. Poland, 
an EU member, legalized homosexuality 
back in 1932. All the same, conservative 
leaders often garner criticism from LGBT 
(Lesbian-Gay-Bisexual-Transgender) groups 
for questionable, prejudicial remarks. In 
2006, the Prime Minister went as far as to 

LGBT Rights in Europe 
GERMANY 

• H o m osexuality has b een legal since 1969 
• Same-sex relationships are recognized 
• Marriage is not legal 
• Sam e-sex couples can adopt 
• G ays can serve openly in t he military 
• All d iscrim inatio n is ban ned 

POLAND 
• Homosexuality is legal 
• Sam e-sex relationships are not recognized
• Sam e-sex couples cannot ado p t 
• G ays can serve openly in the military

• Homosexuality has been legal since 1993 
• Same-sex relationships are not recognized 
• Same-sex couples cannot adopt
• G ays can serve in the military
• All discrimination is not banned 

- - - J 
-
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\ 
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NORWAY 
• Homosexuality has been legal since 1972
• Same-sex relationships are recognized
• Marriage is legal
• Same-sex couples can adopt 
• G ays can serve in the military
• All discrim ination is banned
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characterize homosexuality as "unnatural." 
As Poland continues to negotiate the 

tension between laws with a liberal outlook 
and a family oriented populace, questions 
regarding schools and adoption threaten to 
undermine a precarious balance. 

The dilemma has acutely manifested 
itself in legislation regarding the Polish 
education system. Parliament, with the 
support of the former Deputy Prime 
Minister and Education Minister, 
considered a piece of legislation that would 
effectively eliminate homosexuality from 
all levels of administration and instruction 
in schools. As the Deputy Prime Minister 
Miroslaw Orzechowski said in 2007, the 
legislation mandates that "all teachers who 
reveal their homosexuality will be fired." 

"It is a mistake to accept homosexuals. 
It is a bad example for our children and 
future generations," Wisniewski declares. 

Although recent elections have 
stalled the bill's progress, it is far from 
forgotten. The current Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk pledged fideli ty to the EU 
Charter, which looks favorably on LGBT 
rights. Nevertheless, government officials 
that make and enforce laws contrary to 
public sentiment risk a serious backlash 
in democratic elections. Approximately 
50 percent of Polish voters actively object 
to homosexuality, objections which either 
appear as impassioned assertions like those 
of Wisniewski, or the feigned neutrality of 
Leisak. 

"I can't answer that question because I 
don't have [an] opinion," Lesiak responded 
when first questioned about LGBT laws in 
hi "I' al " s country. m neutr ... 

When the question was repeated, he 
said, "I never think about that." 

 2009 

1937 
Nazi concentration camps assign pink triangle 
to gay men . 

Again, in regards to the military: 
I'm a soldier and you don't want me to 

answer that question, believe me." 
In a country where an overwhelming 

90% identifies with the Catholic Church, 
the question of homosexuality has one 
answer or no answer at all. 

Police handling of LG BT organizations 
and demonstrations have repeatedly excited 
accusations of intolerance by ILGA-Europe 
and Amnesty International, which twice 
begged the aid of the European Court of 
Human Rights. The Court censured Polish 
government and police for both preventing 
marches and failing to provide adequate 
security. Right-wing nationalist groups, like 
the All Polish Youth, continually intimidate 
demonstrators both physically and verbally. 

Indeed, citizens like Wisniewski see a 
nationalist response to alternative lifestyles 
as the only response. 

"Because of their orientation and 
general way of being, [it will] have a bad 
influence on children [and] young people. 
Their behavior provokes behavior that 
should not take place," says Wisniewski. 

Behavior, Wisniewski explains, that 
involves a manner of dress and "a specific 
way of being." It remains something he does 
not want to see broadcasted in any forum 
much less a public one. 

Poland is far from alone in this 
cultural struggle. All major Western and 
European nations signed the December 
resolution - except Russia and the United 
States. Opposition from the Vatican and 

1969 
Poland decriminalizes homosexual prostitution . 

2007 

1999 
Treaty of Amsterdam requires EU member 
states to decriminalize homosexuality 

European Court of 
Human Rights holds in 
Baczkowski and Others 
v. Poland that these 
bans were unlawful. 

predominately Muslim nations came as 
little surprise. 

"Muslim countries are different," Jirka 
Roman of the Czech Republic explains. 
"[They have] different mentalities, different 
lifestyles, different education. [However], 
European nationalities have a similar 
mentality, we should have the same rights." 

Even though the U.S. Supreme Court 
disbarred laws of the same nature, there are 
no federal hate crime or anti-discrimination 
laws, unlike most European nations. 
Furthermore, various ballot proposals 
and state supreme court decisions prevent 
the U.S. from assenting to the resolution 
according to then Secretary of State 
Condoleeza Rice. Nevertheless, the new 
U.S. Ambassador to the UN - Dr. Susan 
Rice--articulated a paradigm shift under the 
Obama administration, a shift that looks 
favorable to LGBT activists. 

Unfortunately for LGBT proponents, 
the non-binding resolution contains 
no enforcement mechanism or a clear 
implementation timeline. It merely 
articulates an aspiration culturally amenable 
to select regions. 

Even though Roman would like to 
call Europe "many countries as one state," 
he concedes that Europe itself boasts of 
"borders and customs that are not the 

" same. 
"We cannot dictate to anyone," he 

states. "[Western Europe] should live more 
for ourselves and stop teaching the world 
that we are the best. People .. . know our 

lifestyle and if they want to be like us they 
will be." 

It seems, according to Roman, that 
the question of right and wrong cannot be 
answered by a non-binding UN resolution 
or EU charter. 

"We should not tell [other countries] 
what is moral and what is not moral. If they 
want to, they will change this themselves." 

It becomes readily apparent that it 
is easier to ask the question than find 
the answer to LGBT acceptance. For 
Wisniewski, tradition and family unite a 
country--not human rights. For Poland's 
LGBT minority, these rights provide the 
only real defense of their lifestyle. 

"Polish people want to reject this way 
of life," Anne Nowak, a college student 
in Poland, said. "I think that maybe they 
don't know how to treat different people. 
It's easy to get different and people mixed 
up." Yet if Poland is to remain in the EU a 
conclusion must be reached, and a course 
must be determined to reconcile these 
vastly disparate conceptions of the LGBT 
community. 

Interviewed: 
Michael Wisniewski - Korzeniow, 
Poland 
Rafal Lesiak - Soldier, Polish citizen 
Jirka Roman - Citizen, Czech Republic 
Anne Nowak - Student, Polish citizen 
Dan Lucas - Citizen, United Kingdom 
Mariusz Mario - Torun, Poland 
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A Culture of Censorship 
Valerie Blomberg 
Annapolis '12 

On January 20th, 2009, the global 
community was struck by news from 
Moscow, Russia, that a human rights lawyer 
and a journalist were shot in broad daylight 
in central Moscow. Stanislav Markelov was 
a lawyer well-known for fearlessly defending 
victims of political abuse. Killed alongside 
him was anarchist Anastasia Baburova, a 
25-year-old freelance journalist. A double 
murder that appears shocking to the rest of 
the world is unfortunately not uncommon 
in Russia, where media freedom has taken a 
turn for the worse ever since the nineties. 

Will the murders of Markelov and 
Baburova prompt a movement toward 
greater media freedom in Russia? "No, not 
inside the country," says Andrei Rihter, 
Associate Professor in Mass Media Law and 
Journalism at Moscow State University. 
"Even the murder of Anna Politkovskaya 
[a well known journalist] had no such 
effect." 

Russia now ranks as the third-
most dangerous country for journalists, 
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behind Iraq and Algeria. According to 
the Committee to Protect Journalists, 
49 journalists have been killed as a result 
of their professional duties since 1992. 
Russian authorities, on the other hand, 
only acknowledge the deaths of those 
journalists who are killed on the job. 

Anna Politkovskaya was an investigative 
reporter who wrote extensively on sensitive 
political issues and frequently spoke out 
against the policies of President Vladimir 
Putin. Her murder in 2006 sparked global 
outrage, prompting Mikhail Gorbachev to 
say, "It is a blow to the entire democratic, 
independent press. It is a grave crime 
against the country, against all of us." 

Investigative reporters for newspapers 
which circulate outside the major cities are 
the most endangered. "Tons of these folks 
have been intimidated, shut down, or just 
plain killed in the past several years," says 
Thomas Campbell, editor of the English-
language news blog Chto Delat based 
in Moscow. "Anna Politkovskaya is the 

example everyone knows, but she is hardly 
alone--even at her own newspaper, Novaya 
Gazeta, where the death toll is something 
like five or six, depending on how you 
count." 

Many have linked the murder of 
Markelov with the savage beating of 
newspaper editor Mikhail Beketov outside 
his home last November. Beketov led a 
crusade against corruption in the local 
administration of Kimkhi, a town outside 
of Moscow. "This sort of violence and 
intimidation works better than censorship," 
says Campbell. "Because it discourages a 
journalist from even starting to look into 
a story." 

Repression of the media in Russia 
takes many forms. Authorities use "friendly 
pressure" to convince reporters to withhold 
information or put a certain spin on a 
story. A more indirect form of censorship 
is stepping in the way of advertising 
flows. Pressure is placed on businesses and 
newsstands, forcing them to distribute 

only media that the government supports. 
And of course, there's the alarming death 
toll for journalists at newspapers such as 
Novaya Gazeta. 

Mikhail Blinnikov, a U.S. resident who 
was born and lived in Russia remembers 
when the Russian media was more free, "In 
the early 1990s the situation was completely 
different, with everyone reading 3-4 papers 
a day. Back then there were two or three 
independent TV channels as well, most 
famous of which, NTV, was forcibly taken 
over by the Putin government in the early 
2000-200 l ." 

"Media freedom is an elusive thing," 
says Blinnikov. "Russia has more of it 
than China, but less than most other 
large countries. Specifically, TV is not free 
at all. All the major channels are directly 
controlled by the government and/ or a few 
semi-governmental corporations. Local 
channels are mostly supported by the local 
authorities." 

Unfortunately, most Russians rely on 
television as their main source of news. "A 
week watching the news broadcasts on the 
central channels will stand your hair on 
end," says Campbell. "The viewpoint is that 
of the ruling elite alone, and you get the 
impression that in Russia there are only two 
people, Putin and Medvedev [the current 
Russian president] , who are surrounded 
by a large cast of nearly voiceless -- but, of 
course, grateful -- 'extras' -- the other 140 
million people who have the misfortune to 
live in Russia." 

Self-censorship is the most widespread 
form of repression in Russia, according 
to Rihter. It succeeds where outright 
censorship fails since it originates in 
the news organizations themselves. "In 
Soviet times, censorship was an official 
practice," Campbell responds. "There was 
a thick bureaucracy that censored literally 
everything that was published, from 
newspapers and books to art exhibitions. 
Nothing like that exists now, but ( on TV 
especially) many stories are just 'disappeared' 
-- i.e., not reported in the central press --
or reported in such a distorted way that, 
if you happen to have some knowledge of 
the real story -- you would wonder what 

they're talking about." 
Another impediment 

to true freedom of the 
press is limited government 
access. Policy makers meet 
behind locked doors, in 
rooms where journalists 
are regularly denied access. 
"Then there is the difficulty 
of getting information 
or interviews from 
government officials," says 
Campbell. "And getting 
people to go on the record 
because they're scared what 
might happen to them." 
The authorities themselves 
face losing their jobs or 
worse, if caught expressing 
their true opinion. 

Mainstream media came almost 
exclusively under government control 
when the Putin administration in 2000 
coerced the major news organizations 
into following the party line. Nowadays, a 
return to the "glory days" of the nineties 
seems less and less possible. "I watched a lot 
of TV in Russia in the nineties," Campbell 
reminisces. "It was the most freewheeling, 
informative TV I have ever seen in my 
life, anywhere. Anything and everything 
was discussed and reported openly--and of 
course it wasn't necessarily a pretty picture. 
What we have now is a crying shame." 

In a nation where government-
sponsored media dominates one would 
expect that smaller media outlets like 
Novaya Gazeta, struggling to present 
an alternative viewpoint, would gain a 
renegade reputation as outspoken left-wing 
activists and troublemakers. But according 
to Campbell, even if a publication has 
a good reputation, there's the further 
difficulty of getting it distributed outside 
the major cities. "Novaya Gazeta has a 
good reputation among the folks who read 
it and care about the things they write 
about. In many cases, they ( or a few similar 
publications) are simply the only ones 
writing about certain stories. But again, 
their circulation (supplemented by those 
reading the paper online) is limited. In my 

experience in St. Petersburg, newsstands 
often don't carry the paper." 

In the provinces, journalists lack the 
resources available to their counterparts 
in the big cities of Moscow and St. 
Petersburg. In addition, they often face 
local authorities wielding great power. 
Illegal pressure is placed on journalists to 
withhold information or present a story 
in an approved manner. In most cases, the 
regional government provides the funding 
for the local media and the local media is 
run by the authorities themselves. 

This poses obstacles for oppositional 
movements and human rights organizations 
because it leaves almost no room for gaining 
momentum, or simply getting the word 
out. Even if the mainstream media chooses 
to report on an organized protest, for 
example, the names of the people involved 
and the organizations they represent are 
rarely mentioned. Instead they are vaguely 
referred to as a "public figure" or "political 
group." 

"I think that is the main issue," says 
Campbell. "Not reputation, but access. 
I don't know whether any sociologists 
or pollsters have investigated this, but I 
would imagine that, say, if you polled folks 
nationwide and asked them 1) whether 
they knew who Anna Politkovskaya was, 
(I hope) most would know something 
about her. But 2) if you asked them about 
Novaya Gazeta ( or some other publication 
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A History of Media Freedom in Russia 
January 20, 2009 

April 3, 200 I 
NTV. a major TV news station, comes under 
the direct control of the Russian government 
after its previously independent status proved 
a financial disaster. 

Lawyer Stanislav Markelov and journalist 
Anastasia Baburova are shot in central Moscow. 
The murders have all the outward appearances 
of a political assassination. Markelov is believed 
have been the primary target. 

1999 2009 

December 3 I, 1999 
Putin comes to power 
after the resignation of 
Boris Yeltsin . He won the 
presidential election the 
following year. 

of this sort), then the vast majority would 
say they've never heard of it. So while the 
mainstream might indulge in slandering 
such outlets or their journalists, the best 
way to make sure they have no influence is 
simply not to mention them at all." 

In any country, media serves as the main 
channel of communication between those 
in power and the general public. Does the 
state of media freedom in Russia represent 
the country's current relationship between 
government and people? According to 
Rihter, "It probably does, especially when 
governmental media dominate the market, 
like in Russia. I would not say it is the 
most important issue for the country in 
the current economic crises, but certainly 

October 7, 2006 
Anna Politkovskaya is murdered in the elevator of her 
apartment building in Moscow. Politkovskaya was a jour-
nalist who reported on the Chechen conflict and spoke 
out against the policies of the Putin administration . 

November 13, 2008 
Mikhail Beketov, editor of a 
small newspaper in the prov-
ince of Kimkhi , is beaten out-
side his home. He was a harsh 
critic of the local authorities. 

without solving it the country will not 
develop as a democracy." 

If things continue as they have over 
the past few months, it appears that Russia 
will continue to be a dangerous place for 
journalists. Blinnikov looks to the internet 
as an increasingly valuable resource for 
Russians seeking the real stories. "The 
most freedom is on the Internet with a few 
dozen high-quality news sites, including 
many with fairly anti-governmental views." 
As the internet becomes more accessible 
to the average citizen, many hope that the 
numerous obstacles facing the press will be 

Interviewed: 
Andrei Rihter - Professor, Moscow, 
Russia 
Thomas Campbell - American re-
searcher, translator, writer, and activ-
ist. 
Mikhail Blinnikov - Professor St. 
Cloud State University 
Elena Morozova-Abingdon, MD, 
immigrated to America from Russia in 
1991 

overcome, and that Russia can finally takes 
its place among other first-world countries 
in it media liberty. 



INDIA • The state of Kashmir held smooth 
elections, a rarity for the beleaguered state 
whose possession is disputed by India and 
Pakistan. Part of the election's success came 
from preventing separatists from voting. 

NORTH KOREA • The country claimed that it 
was ending a pact with South Korea designed to 
ease military tension between the two 
countries, and it appeared that long-range 
missile parts were being moved to a newly built 
launch site in the country. Since then, the 
government has released statements meant to 
soften their positions to something more in line 
with the wishes of other countries. 

AUSTRALIA • 173 were killed and more left 
homeless after the worst wildfires in the 
country's history swept through the state of 
Victoria, in the southeast comer of the country. 
Police have confirmed that arson played a role in 
some of the fires. 

The Day After Democracy 
Shikysha Adhikari 
Annapolis '12 

"It was one of the days when the 
demonstrations on the streets were in full 
momentum. I switched the television on 
and what I saw took me by utter shock. I 
saw a young man lying dead on 
the street. I was horrified," recalls 
Abhishek Thakur, a medical 
student in Nepal. Thakur had 
casually turned on his television 
to the sight of thousands of 
Nepalese protesters marching 
against absolute monarchy as 
part of Jana Andolan II, The 
People's Movement (Part II), a 
continuation of the unrest begun 
in 1990. "The entire country 
was closed down for a long I 1 

period and it certainly affected 
the economy negatively. Strikes 
and curfews for such a long 
amount of time was horrific," 
remembers Aseem Shrestha, a 
student in Nepal. 

Their observations offer 
a glimpse of the second mass 
revolution waged against the 
former king, Gyanendra Bir 
Bikram Shah Dev, when he 
acquired direct rule over Nepal 
and established himself as its 
absolute monarch. Strikes, 
demonstrations, violence, and 
curfews were in full swing daily. 
Nevertheless, the revolution 
produced a successful transition of power 
on May 28 th 2008, ending two hundred and 
forty years of monarchy. Nepal became the 

Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, and 
the power to rule the country was turned 
over to the Nepalese people. 

Nepal has never had a taste of such 

freedom before. But acquiring this freedom 
was no small task. The revolution to place 
governance in the hands of the people was 

massive, with citizens from around the 
country actively involved in the fight for 
representative government. 

But are the peopleofNepal truly aware of 
the meaning of the word republic 
- a concept for which so many 
fought? Many areas of Nepal are 
extremely remote, where even 
the prerequisites of development 
are either non-existent or barely 
present. Citizens in these areas, 
where the means of transport 
and communication are not well 
developed, enjoy very modest 
knowledge of this massive 
revolution. The illiteracy rate 
is high, limiting the movement 
of news and information. The 
educated and well-informed class 
is extremely small in comparison 
to the much larger group of 
citizens who do not have access co 
any means of communication. 

Still Thakur believes 
knowledge is spreading. "Even 
though the percentage of literate 
people is not that good, I think 
people have started becoming 
aware of how the government 
functions. Otherwise, the 
revolution would not have been 
so successful in the first place. 
The election of the constituent 
assembly was quite successful. 

Having said that, an increase in the literacy 
rate and the infrastructures would be very 
helpful for the proper functioning of the 
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republic system for the development of 
Nepal." An election for a Constituent 
Assembly, which is responsible for drafting 
a new constitution, was held on April 10th, 

2008. The widely reported controversies 
involving Maoists attempting to seize 
polling stations and scuffles among party 
representatives resulted in the cancellation of 
voting at 33 polling stations. Nevertheless, 
the overall national voter turnout stood at 
approximately 60%. Nepal had achieved 
democracy. 

Sachin Joshi, a Nepalese chartered 
accountant in training believes, "The citizens 

now have the power to run the country. It 
will definitely take some amount of time 
for people in general and especially the ones 
in the remote areas to become fully aware 
about the new form of government. And 
eventually they will come to realize the true 
meaning of it. I have a lot of faith in the 
present government of Nepal." 

Kapu Adhikari, a teacher, adds, 
"Basically, I think it is a cycle. On the one 
hand, people will not be able to exercise their 
power and realize their responsibilities unless 
they are well aware and well educated. On 
the ocher, the people will only be educated 
if the government takes proper measures to 
improve the education system. The literacy 
rate has not improved drastically in the past 
years. I hope the new system will work hard 
towards increasing it." 

The shift to a republic was built on 
dreams of just such reform, and while 
many are hopeful that the new republic 
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will be strong enough to overpower the 
same obstacles that have troubled past 
governments, such achievement is yet to 
be seen. Tired from years of unrest, many 
simply seek peace. ''All we want is a stable 
form of government", says Thakur. 

One of the main hindrances in the 
overall development of Nepal seems to 
be the constant flux of power. During the 
period of constitutional monarchy, no party 
was able to retain its position long enough 
to effect change. The Nepali Congress, 
which ruled from 1991 to 1994, holds the 
record for longest single party rule since the 

restoration of the multi-party democracy in 
1990. 

"The moment a party got its chance to 
enact their policies, one thing or the other 
would go wrong and a new party would 
come into power. And the same thing would 
repeat again and again," says Adhikari. Joshi 
adds, "The major powers in the world were 
able to rise and are able to maintain their 
development because of their constant form 
of government. Stability is what counts. 
If the government can be stable now, the 
Republic will bloom for the better of all." 

The citizens of Nepal have very high 
expectations of the new republic. The 
extravagant indulgences of the Royal Family 
had eroded faith in the Monarchy, which 
was becoming increasingly expensive during 
the reign of the former King, Gyanendra Bir 
Bikram Shah Dev. The Nepalese economy 
suffered as its resources were squandered 
in favor of luxury for the royals. With the 

industrial infrastructure ofNepal in its infant 
stages and the capital produced by Nepal 
insufficient to rectify this deficit, large-scale 
economic development is impossible. Thus, 
grants and donations constitute a major part 
of the Nepalese economy. A country which 
depends on foreign grants and generates 
only nominal income could not afford the 
excesses of the Royal Family. 

"Personally, I was not satisfied with what 
Mr. Shah [the former king] did at that point 
of time. He had taken the national carrier, 
the then Royal Nepal Airlines jet plane on 
his own when Nepal has only two jet planes. 

This is just an example. These kinds of royal 
expenditure were increasing at a rapid pace," 
recalls Joshi. 

In 1955, the Late King, Mahendra 
Bir Bikram Shah Dev, had taken absolute 
power. During his reign the economic 
fortunes of Nepal were directly tied to 
those of India. Multi-party representation 
was restored to Nepal in 1990, although 
the Monarchy remained, and the economy 
has been deteriorating ever since. "Only the 
former Royal Families are not to be blamed. 
Corruption by the so called 'leaders' in high 
governmental position also have a major 
role in hindering the growth of Nepal," says 
Adhikari. 

Now, with the Royal Family removed 
from the government, faith rests entirely in 
the concept of a Republic. "Basically, Nepal 
lacked leadership before. It needs to start 
afresh. If we are given the option to choose 
only amongst the leaders with dispositions 

Nepal 's Trans ition to Democracy 

1961 
Late King Mahendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev ap-
pointed a council of five ministers to help run 
the administration and all the political parties 
were declared illegal. 

2005 
Former King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev took complete con-
trol over the government, dismissing the elected parliament. 

1960 1990 2009 

1990 2006 
Late King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev 
(successor of King Mahendra) restored the 
Multi-Party Democracy after the mass revo-
lution, 'The People's Movement' broke out. 

King Gyanendra was forced to return power to the parliament. 

as before, then Nepal will have no future at 
all," says Shrescha. 

"I think Nepal is improving a lot in 
that area because well-educated and strong 
people are appointed as leaders now," adds 
Joshi. Hope rests in the form of the current 
President, Dr. Ram Baran Yadav, a physician 
who has been an active member of the 
political community of Nepal. 

"Personally, I believe in His Excellency's 
[the President's] ability. He has been involved 
in the political system of Nepal for the past 
many years and was also appointed as the 
Minister of Heath in the 1991-1994 Nepali 
Congress Government. I believe he is well-
aware of the political scenario of Nepal and 
will work towards the betterment of the 
country," says Thakur. 

Pushpa Kamal Dahal [the former 
Maoist premier, known as Prachanda] has 
been appointed as the first Prime Minister 
of the Federal Republic of Nepal. "I 
believe that the Maoist leaders are a bunch 
of intellectual people," Joshi states. A 
communist revolutionary, politician and a 
former guerilla leader, he is the chairman 
of the Communist Party of Nepal (or the 
Maoists), the largest political party as a result 
of the elections held in 2008. He is said to 
have been involved in education and rural 
development projects for quite some time. 

Possibly as a backlash against the 
unguided governments of the past, 
educational and academic history have 

2008 
Election for a Constituent Assembly, which is responsible for drafting a 
new constitution, was held, Nepal was declared as a Federal Republic . 

become increasingly important for political 
figures. Dr. Baburarn Bhattarai- a senior 
community member of the Communist 
Party of Nepal and the current Minister 
of Finance, also has strong academic 
credentials. He received a Bachelor's degree 
in Architecture, and his Ph.D thesis was 
later published as a book, The Nature of 
Underdevelopment and Regional Structure of 
Nepal A Marxist Analysis. He is viewed as an 
"uncompromising ideologue and leader" by 
prominent Indian intellectuals. 

"I do not think that starting a guerilla 
war which lasted for twelve years was a good 
move on their part. Intellectual people like 
these should not have resorted to violence. 
Now, they have power. I hope they will 
utilize it to the best of their abilities. 
Otherwise, Nepal is not in a state to bear 
the consequences," says Joshi. 

Has the Republican Government 
of Nepal started to act on the promised 
reforms? "So far, there has not been any 
change in the lives of the common people. 
In fact, some areas are getting worse. With 
only eight hours of electrical power each day 
and limited gas supplies even in the capital 
city, needs are not being met. Since Nepal is 
an underdeveloped country, the republican 
system will have to overcome tremendous 
obstacles to bring about positive changes. 
We need to be hopeful," says Adhikari. 

Shrestha adds, "Common citizens 
along with the ones belonging to different 

political parties have started interpreting 
this new freedom in an incorrect manner. 
The people do not need any reason at all to 
carry out demonstrations in the streets and 
to vandalize the public properties. They have 
stopped resorting to peaceful negotiations. 
They have started thinking that chanting 
slogans is the solution to all their problems. 
I think it is too early to decide. Everything 
depends on how strong the government will 
be. Looking at the current progress, it might 
take ten to fifteen years for the changes to 
reach the grass-root level," says Joshi. 

Will the republic be worth the mass 
revolution, the violence, the chaos and 
instability? "It has to be. There is no other 
option left in the country. Nepalese people 
have tasted all forms of leadership in the 
country, from autocracy to multi-party 
democracy," says Sachin Joshi. 

The only option remaining for the 
people of Nepal is to wait patiently for the 
benefits of sovereign power. ''All we can 
do now is have faith in the leaders of our 
country and work patiently with dignity 
and self-respect." 

Interviewed: 
Kapu Adhikari - Teacher, Nepali 
citizen 
Sachin Joshi - Nepali citizen, 
currently a student in India 
Abishek Thakur - Student, Nepal 
Aseem Shrestha - Student, Nepal 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA. CANADA • British 
Columbia begins prosecution of polygamist 
Mormons who had been living in the province 
for more than 50 years after excommunicated 
from the mainline Mormon church. 

BOLIVIA • A new constitution is approved in a 
national referendum. The 41 I article document 
gives increased rights to indigenous peoples and 
emphasizes the socialist bent of President Evo 
Morales, with provisions such as one that 
restricts landholdings. 

Running on Fumes: 
Venezuela's Economic Crisis 
John Vining 
Annapolis' 11 

"Venezuela is a very rich country 
with very poor politicians running it," 
says Guillermo Anton, who owns a small 
newspaper in Valencia, Venezuela. "We 
have a huge income due mostly to our 
oil production, and still have over 70% 
of the population living in very poor 
conditions." 

With the new year, Venezuela faces 
Hugo Chavez's tenth year in power and 
the memory of last year's inflation, which 
at 30.9% is 10% higher than the average 
for the last five years. 

The Venezuelan finance ministry 
hopes to have an inflation rate of 15% 
for 2009, but economists believe this is an 
overly optimistic prediction. Venezuela is 
stuck between low oil prices abroad and 
massive spending at home, which president 
Hugo Chavez has vowed to never cut. This 
has left Venezuela with a painful year of 
inflation. 

"Prices change without notice," 
laments Bernardo Gomez, who works 
trading meat and sugar. "Margins must be 
higher ·than in other countries to account 
for it [inflation]." 

Venezuela's inflation is connected to 
its consistent reliance on revenues from 
oil. Nearly 100 years ago companies from 
the U.S. and elsewhere came to drill for 
oil. Venezuela heavily taxed the companies 
that were drilling, and thus became heavily 
dependent on the income generated from 
the continuation of this drilling. 

By the 1950s over-extraction had led 
to a depression in the global oil market, 
causing Venezuela to help create the 

Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) in the 1960s, a 
consortium formed to control production 
in an effort to combat low prices. 

In 2000, Chavez organized a meeting 
of OPEC, whose members had since 
departed from past agreements. Shortly 
after the meeting, Chavez argued that the 
then partially nationalized oil in Venezuela 
needed to be re-nationalized, since, he 
claimed, it had grown too independent. 
With Venezuela's still abundant oil supplies, 
careful management of oil extraction led to 
increased income for Chavez's government. 
However this wealth has not consistently 
translated to large-scale increases in living 
standards. 

Many blame the Chavez regime for 
poorly employing Venezuela's natural 
wealth for the benefit of most of its 
citizens. Resident Edgar Mata was blunt in 
his assessment of the situation. "It's chaos. 
Economically, it's terrible, because the 
government has destroyed the productive 
apparatus." 

However, Chavez is frequently hailed 
as a champion of the people. He has 
established several social programs which 
make him popular among the poor, 
including creating health centers and 
making food more readily available. These 
programs were more easily maintained 
while oil prices were high, but now, in 
an oil-price trough, Chavez must choose 
between inflation, taxing his citizens, and 
cutting programs. 

Inflation has been plaguing Venezuela 
for years, beginning in the late 1970s. 

Last year's inflation was more than twice 
the highest America has ever experienced, 
and more than 10 times the rate which 
economists generally prefer. 

In general inflation is caused when 
more cash is put into circulation, which 
then dilutes the value of each bill. In 
Venezuela, inflation chiefly occurs when 
the amount of local currency, bolivars, 
increases in relation to reserves of foreign 
currency that the central bank maintains. 

Recently, oil income has fallen with 
lower oil prices, but the Venezuelan 
government continues to spend. In order 
to do so, they must utilize the central bank 
to generate ever-increasing quantities 
of bolivars, which in turn makes each 
individual bolivar less valuable. 

"The government now has less money 
coming in," says Gomez. "So, I foresee a 
cut in dollar allocations. They may need to 
devalue the currency." 

Finance Minister Ali Rodriguez has 
mentioned the devaluation of the bolivar 
as a potential cure. If the Venezuelan 
central bank does devalue its currency, it 
would alter the exchange-rate for bolivars 
to dollars at the central bank. The central 
bank, however, limits the number of 
dollars that can be purchased this way. 

This forces citizens who want a larger 
quantity of dollars than their allotment to 
turn to the black market, where prices are 
not fixed and are thus much higher. For 
example, the central bank will currently 
give citizens a fixed number of dollars 
at 2.15 bolivars per dollar. But, if an 
individual wants more dollars than their 
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allotment, they must turn to the black 
market where they might pay upwards of 
5 bolivars per dollar. 

"The government is unable to supply 
all the foreign exchange demanded by the 
economy," says Bernano Gomez. "If you 
really need dollars and the government 
won't give them to you, you have no 
choice." 

Caracas resident Chelsa Pabon doesn't 
use the black market, "because it is more 
expensive. However," she continued, 
"Many people have to do it, because it's 
the only way to get the foreign currency 
that they need to buy things that are not 
produced in our country." 

Yet others think that the relationship 
between the open markets and the black 
markets works differently. 

"I mean there is not control with 
the exchange rate," said Luis Chivico, a 
resident of Venezuela. "The black market 
is pushing the prices too high." 

Many economists, however, would 
argue that the bolivar is actually worth the 
black market price, because there has been 
a huge increase in the number of bolivars, 
sending their value downward. 

This makes Venezuela a particularly 
difficult country in which to run a business. 
The Heritage Foundation, a Washington 
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think-tank, ranks Venezuela 174th out 179 
countries in terms of economic freedom, 
which measures the hindering effects of 
government on the economy. 

"The main issue is that, since the 
government controls the exchange rate-it 
has been the same for several years-we 
are definitely not competitive abroad," 
Gomez describes. "Exports are rare. Non-
petroleum exports have decreased." 

"I do know many friends and colleagues 
re-thinking or re-orienting their business," 
he continues. "In light of what many 
foresee as a very difficult year, we have been 
trying to develop business abroad." 

A person holding cash does not have 
a way to earn interest, unlike a bank. The 
individual has his savings stored in cash 
which will decrease in value without any 
compensation. Intense inflation thus 
behaves like a tax. Since the government 
devalues money by increasing the quantity 
in circulation, the citizens money is now 
worth less. 

"Well the inflation is very high in 
Venezuela and in my particular case, my 
salary is now not enough to cover all my 
needs," says Pabon. "For example, I have a 
kid and he is in a private school because the 
education in public schools is very deficient 
in my country. Also, he practices baseball 

and I have to pay for that, and I have 
to buy cloches for he and me and all 
this is increasingly expensive ... the 
food is very expensive, too and every 
week the prices rise considerably. For 
that reason I have stopped buying 
many things and buy only what is 
strictly necessary for my family." 

But Pabon has run into more 
than economic problems. "Venezuela 
was a country relatively sure, but in 
the last 10 years normal life is almost 
impossible," she says. "Citizens, in all 
cities of the country, can not move 
without danger of being robbed, 
raped and even killed by criminals." 

The U.S. Department of State 
calls crime in Venezuela "pervasive," 
reporting Venezuela's murder rate as 
one of the highest in the world. Also, 

kidnapping has increased 78% in the last 
two years. The homicide rate has doubled 
since Chavez took power. 

"Moreover the government of Hugo 
Chavez has also developed its paramilitary 
army composed of people outside the 
law or willing to violate the law," Pabon 
continued. "These people are protected by 
the government and commit crimes with 
complete impunity." 

Some think that the rising crime rate is 
connected to Chavez's progressively fiercer 
attacks on the rich. 

"Most of our population is poor, and 
have certain envy for the middle class 
and the rich," says Anton. "Chavez has 
supported and fed that with his constant 
speeches against the rich, creating a silent 
war between the rich and poor. Creating 
an atmosphere of distrust affects the 
economy enormously, because it scares 
away investors." 

Chavez is currently campaigning for 
a referendum which would end all term 
limits, letting him rule indefinitely. This 
has been voted down once before, yet 
Chavez promises disaster if he must leave 
office in 2013, when his current term is set 
to end. 

He has warned of a potential civil 

The Recent History of Venezuela 

1992 
Chavez unsuccessfully leads a coup against the then-

president. When it had failed, Chavez asked to speak 
on TV, where he said it had only failed for the moment. 

2000 
Chavez is reelected and given the temporary power to legislate by 
decree on economic, social, and public administration matters. He ap-
proved 49 laws, some of which promted strikes by union members 
and businesses. 

1990 2009 

1998 
Chavez is elected president two years 
after being released from prision for 
his failed coup. 

war between those who follow Chavez's 
supporters and those who oppose his 
regime. However, some promise disaster if 
he retains power. 

"If Hugo Chavez remains in power, 
Venezuela will continue its rapid descent 
into a total economic breakdown," Pabon 
says. "State resources are being squandered 
and there is no investment policy that allows 
a rational use of oil revenues. If Chavez 
remains in power for more time," she 
continues, "domestic and foreign investors 
continue to flee the country as they have 
been doing in recent years due to financial, 
legal, institutional and physical insecurity 

in Venezuela." 
Chavez, as a result of his extensive social 

programs, seems to have set Venezuela on an 
unsustainable path. Without oil revenues, 
Chavez must spend money he does not 
have, and force his citizens to pay by way of 
inflation. High inflation does not only make 
many poorer, it makes planning for the 
future harder, and sets in place disincentives 
to save. 

Guillermo Anton has a bleak outlook 
for the future. "The constant lefty speech, 
the threats against private property and 
[ threats of] nationalization are deadly for 
the economy." 

2006 
Chavez seeks and wins a third six-year 
term. He also announces that he is 
hoping to change laws so that he might 
run again in 2012. 

Interviewed: 
Bernardo Gomez 
Chelsa Pabon 
Edgar Mata 
Guillermo Anton 
LuisChivico 
Luvin Carrerro 
Marianela lsA'riz 
Virginia Yepez 

(All citizens of Venezuela) 



SUDAN • The International Criminal Court has 
issued an arrest warrant for President Omar 
Hassan al-Bashir. This is the first time the court 
has sought the detention of a sitting head of 
state, leading some to protest the decision, since 
it could interfere with the work of peacekeepers 
sorting out the Darfur crisis. 

sworn in as 
battle with 

still present, 
country 

MADAGASCAR • More than 20 supporters of 
Andry Rajoelina, the mayor of Antananavario, 
the capital city, were killed in a protest against 
the sitting president, Marc Ravalomanana, whose 
post has been challenged by Rajoelina. 

Bloodying the Holy Land 
Tex Pasley 
Annapolis '11 

"I would say that Israeli leaders made 
an unfortunate bad decision," Shadi 
Habaib of the Peres Center for Peace in Tel 
Aviv, Israel says. "I believe we are all going 
to feel its devastating impact in the Middle 
East within the next five years." 

Habaib speaks of the recent invasion of 
the Gaza Strip by Israeli military forces in 
response to rockets fired across the border 
from Gaza into Israel. But as 
with any conflict in Israeli-
Palestinian relations, the root 
cause of the dust-up cannot 
be summarized with a simple 
formulation of attack and 
retaliation. This particular 
conflict began when Harnas, 
a Palestinian political party 
regarded by many (including 
the United States) as a terrorist 
organization, took over the 
Gaza Strip in June 2007, 
ousting Farah, another major 
political party considered to 
be more moderate. 

In response, Israel 
imposed an economic 
blockade on Gaza, which 
naturally lead to retaliation 
in the form of rocket fire into Israel. In June 
2008, Egypt brokered a cease-fire. This 
momentarily calmed the quarrel, but after 
further bickering over intensified blockades 
and increased rocket fire, the cease-fire 
descended into a full-on invasion. 

Of course, those involved in the conflict 
arenotonlyconsideringthetransgressionsof 
the past two years. "I think that the conflict 

was inevitable and Israeli action was totally 
justified," Maurizio De Pitta, a student in 
Tel Aviv, Israel, says. "For the reason that 
it is not justifiable that somebody could 
throw rockets on daily basis without any 
specific target for the past 8 years and, as 
you see, still keep on doing that. I speak of 
Hamas and the militants from Gaza." 

Pitta points to an issue that makes 

drastic measures such as invasion so 
difficult. The "enemy'' attacking Israel 
with rocket fire is identified by many as a 
minority group of militants, with a vague 
relationship to Hamas. 

"I will say that, as an Israeli, I feel we 
should do more to isolate Harnas," says 
Gil Haveli, of lsrael. "The issue is that they 
have an agenda: No Israel." 

Such a predicament is not especially 
new, and with a similar situation for the 
United States, a dichotomy emerged 
between those who favor military action 
and those favoring diplomacy. 

"[My son] is 100% convinced, along 
with his soldiers, that there was no other 
choice but to fight the terrorists and not the 
Palestinian population," says David Mirza 

of Herzeliya, Israel. His 
son served as an officer in 
the Israeli Army during 
the invasion. The elder 
Mirza also served as 
an officer in the Israeli 
army. "Of course the 
majority of Palestinians 
[have good intentions]. 
Unfortunately, they are 
pressed by terrorism 
groups and by interests 
within the Arab world." 

This minority might 
have been isolated, but 
the call for military 
action was hardly 
unilateral. The world 
was treated to pictures 
of many seemingly 

innocent Palestinians affected by the Israeli 
military action. This calls into question the 
prudence of attacking a people who, as a 
majority, are purported to be seeking some 
sort of peace. 

"Objectively speaking, the war on Gaza 
did not achieve its objectives," says Habaib. 
"As a matter of [saving] face Israeli political 
and army leaders mentioned several times 
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that stopping rockets through a military 
action is almost impossible. But I don't 
think Hamas has won either." 

The two sides ended the conflict by 
reaching a cease-fire; thus ending the 
conflict with no discernable change. Israel's 
stated goal had been to end cross-border 
rocket fire against Israeli citizens, attacks 
which have been a constant threat to 
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Israeli's for years and had escalated with the 
blockade. The cease-fire failed to end this 
rocket fire. 

''As it looks today, after 20 rockets 
were fired, [Israel] will have to react again," 
says Mirza. "It will create deterrence that 
will force the terrorists to stop firing. The 
military action was stopped too early 
because of the involvement of various 

interests that do not care 
about our need of safety. 
For us it is not a game 
or social experiment it 
is our survival, do you 
think we do not wish 
to live in peace with 
surrounding Arabs?" 

Mirza's views 
are consistent with 
those of many Israeli 
citizens. But with the 
most recent invasion 
producing the tension 
of yet another cease-
fire. Others think that 
solutions might lie in a 
less militaristic path. 

"I can only say 
what they have said 
themselves before," 
Habaib said. "[Military 
action] would not solve 
the problem, more than 
that, the smuggling 
of weapons has been 
resumed immediately. 
We all know that 
the solution must 
be political. Hamas 
claims that the rockets 
are in response to the 
siege, which is by their 
claim 'an act of war,' 
as they quote from 
international law." 

A political 
solution, as painless 
as it might initially 
sound, would be 
painful given the tenor 
of recent political 
dealings between 

the two countries. Furthermore there is 
the initial difficulty of uniting the two 
Palestinian territories - the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank - each run by separate political 
factions. The previously discussed Hamas 
gruesomely ousted Fatah from control in 
the Gaza Strip in 2007. 

"Two years ago they killed in cold 
blood almost 250 Fatah members and took 
over the Gaza Strip and took Mahmoud 
Abbas out of the game," says Haveli. "But 
Fatah was in control of the Gaza Strip before 
that. Mahmoud Abbas could have reached 
an agreement and maybe even get parts of 
Jerusalem or the nearby villages; [he] was 
accepted and elected by the people." 

Fatah, with Abbas as their leader, 
is generally considered to have a more 
moderate stance than their Hamas 
counterparts. Thus, many in Israel in the 
West would prefer to see Fatah in power. · 
Hamas' status as a terrorist organization, 
according to many Western nations, 
prevents joint talks limiting political 
progress. 

As a result of these reservations, a first 
step towards a political solution would 
probably require control of both the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank by Fatah. However, 
the 2006 elections for the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), Palestine's 
legislative body, resulted in a majority 
rule by Hamas, signaling that the people 
of Palestine might have more in common 
with the radical views of Hamas. A unity 
government was initially formed including 
members of both parties in various roles of 
governance. 

This unity, however, did not last long, 
as Hamas launched its military campaign to 
remove Fatah in 2007. After Fatah military 
forces were ousted from Gaza, Israel reacted 
by blockading the Gaza Strip, effectively 
shutting down economic activity, and 
furthering the tension between the residents 
of Gaza and the Israeli government. This 
incited, not unexpectedly, retaliation from 
those in Gaza, causing Israel to respond 
through invasion. However, negotiations 
did take place before m ilitary action, 
although the were indeed fruitless. 

Among those calling for political 

A History of Recent Conflict in Gaza 

June 13, 2007 
Hamas, takes control of the Gaza Strip from 
Fatah, a rival poltical party. Israel responds by 
tightening border access, crippling the Gazan 
economy. 

December 27, 2008 
Israel invades the Gaza strip in response to 
rocket fire from Hamas militants. 

2007 2009 

solutions, however, the invasion was a 
setback for the possibility of a peaceful, 
diplomatic resolution. 

"The solution in Gaza must start with 
a political agreement with Fatah and the 
formation of a unity government," Habaib 
said. "One that will bind Hamas to a 
security understanding with Israel. I am 
afraid we have already lost the opportunity 
for a two state solution." 

The "two-state solution" Habaib refers 
to would unify Palestine as independent 
nation alongside Israel, as specified by the 
United Nations in 1947 when Israel was 
formed. To this day Palestine still serves as 
an observer entity to the United Nations. 
To say that the opportunity for a "two-state" 
solution is gone is certainly a depressing 
stance, since it necessarily would lead to the 
dissolution of either Israel or Palestine (a 
one-state solution) . 

The lack of compromise is largely 
due to the push by radical groups for the 
destruction of the opposing state, both in 
Israel and Palestine. With a parliamentary 
election that just recently occurred, voters 
were almost evenly split between the 
centrist Kadima party, led by Tzipi Livni, 
and the more right-leaning Likud party of 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Before The Epoch 
went to press, Kadima had won one more 
seat than Likud, yet neither party held an 
outright majority. It was uncertain whether 
Kadima could head a coalition government. 

November 14, 2008 
Hamas breaks a cease-fire by firing rockets 
into Israel, claiming that they were responding 
to the deaths of 11 militants, and increased 
border closings. 

It could happen that Likud will end up 
forming a ruling coalition, because smaller 
parties are more likely to align themselves 
with Likud's policies. Meaning that even 
though Kadima won more seats, they 
would be unable to exert majority influence 
over parliament. 

Another recent election, of course, 
happened in the United States, and Barack 
Obama's platform pushed for continued 
strong support of Israel. This, however, 
does not quell optimism from some about 
the effect of a new face in Washington and 
the change that might bring. 

"I think that that his background and 
color allow him to better understand the 
suffering of both Israeli and Palestinian 
civil societies," says Habaib. ''And I hope 
that this side of his personality will become 
noticed when shaping his policies in the 
middle east. I also think that his historic 
achievement binds him to the same morals 
and values he and other African-Americans 
long fought for and won." 

Others do not share Habaib's optimism, 
or even his belief that the U.S. President has 
an effect on relations. 

"[Obama will have] no effect," says 
Mirza. "He cannot deal with terrorists. 
After Iraq, Bush lost momentum, but his 
attitude was correct for fighting terrorism. 
Obama and his government have developed 
an expectation of bringing in a big box full 
of magic." 

January 18, 2009 
A cease-fire is brokered between Israel and 
Gaza. Rocket fire from Gaza into Israel has 
been reported since then . 

Others encourage looking beyond 
Obama himself into other aspects of his 
administration. 

"Well, I cannot forecast it," De Pitta 
said. "But I guess that some possible effects 
[from Obama] could be expected. But 
more than Obama, let's see what Mrs. 
Clinton will do. I personally trust her skills, 
and consider her the right person to deal 
with such a harsh context. It is a little too 
early to see what will happen, since a lot 
will depend on future relations with the 

h "
government ere. 

It is unclear whether this change of 
power will have an effect. The difficulty 
seems to be greater than bringing in new 
faces to each side of the negotiating table. 

"The Western concepts of "dialectic" 
and "dialogue" are not understood by 
these people," says De Pitta. "So once you 
drop these tools of western diplomacy, 
while waiting for the development of new 
strategies, it seems that bare military action 
is the only way to "discuss" with these 
people." 

Interviewed : 
Shadi Haibab - Director with Palestinian 
Authority and Arab Media, Peres Center 
for Peace, Tel Aviv, Israel 
David Mirza - Herzeliya, Israel 
Gil Halevi - Citizen of Israel 
Maurizio De Pitta - Tel Aviv, Israel 
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Cameron's Corner 
Animal Collective takes a melodious turn 

Cameron Coates 
Annapolis '10 

Animal Collective 
Merriweather Post Pavilion 
Members: David Portner, Noah 
Lennox, Josh Dibb, Brian Weitz 

Animal Collective always seems to 
tread a fine line between obnoxious and 
incredible. And they don't leave much 
leeway between the two. Personally, I've 
never been able to understand Strawberry 
jam (2007) fanatics , and sitting all the 
way through an album like that seems 
more like an act of physical stamina 
than a good time. Animal Collective's 
sound can shift drastically from track to 
track, let alone album to album. One 
minute it's feral howls and pounding 
tribal drums, the next, Avey Tare's 
ghoulish groans serenading over a static, 
droning synch sample. That's the kind 
of Animal Collective that makes my 
head hurt. Thankfully, every once in a 
while they swing back towards my side 
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of the spectrum and drop an album like 
Merriweather Post Pavilion. 

Animal Collective's music tends to 
sound jagged and unmelodic, straying 
anywhere from the drugged-out slow 
jams of Feels (2005) to the frenetic 
nonsense noise-rock of Strawberry jam. 
Merriweather Post Pavilion departs from 
those extremes, developing a slushy, 
syrupy pop demeanor which suits them 
well. "My Girls" has a dreamy, echoing 
chorus and tinkling synch drifting above 
a heavy bass line, and lead men Avery 
Tare (David Portner) and Panda Bear 
(Noah Lennox) sing over each ocher to 
create a round-like effect. "Guys Eyes" 
starts with the gurgling, nocturnal sounds 
of the jungle before falling into another 
confused, overlapping chorus. It's always 
been hard to know what to do with Animal 
Collective's lyrics. "There'll be time to 
just cry, I wonder why it didn't work out 
/ There'll be time to fish fry for letters by 
yours truly." ("Banshee Beat," Feels) I 
don't know what I'm supposed to make of 
something like that. Most of the time the 
lyrics seem to just be words for Portner 
and Lennox to sing - more intended to 
be part of the auditory experience than to 
have any intelligible meaning. But the 
pop sound of Merriweather Post Pavilion 
demands some unambiguous refrains, and 
the result is lyrics that seem a little more 
coherent. The subconscious tensions and 
nighttime revelries of suburbia become 
themes. On "My Girls," Portner frets 
over wanting a "proper house," singing 
"I don't mean to seem like I care about 

material things like a social status I I just 
want four walls and adobe slabs for my 
girls." "Summertime Cloches" rejoices, 
"Rip off your sleeves and I'll ditch my 
socks I Dance to the songs from the cars as 
they pass / Weave through the cardboard, 
smell that trash / Walkin' around in our 
summertime cloches," while "Guys Eyes" 
struggles between overlapping lines of "I 
really want to do just what my body wants 
to" and "I really want to show to my girl 
that I want her," eventually devolving into 
guttural repetitions of "Need her." 

The sound is more tight and focused 
here than earlier records, and this gives 
Merriweather Post Pavilion a pop quality 
that Feels hinted at. Who could have 
expected Animal Collective to make a 
record with · no tracks breaking the six 
minute mark? This record plays like 
The Beach Boys compared to Strawberry 
Jam. But it's natural for a band that feels 
most comfortable tweaking, adjusting, 
and exploring to eventually end up with 
an album with some "pop" sensibilities. 
Listening to Animal Collective delve into 
that medium makes for a great record, but 
it's no guarantee that their next album will 
develop the sound they've cultivated here. 
In fact, there's not much hope of them 
ever following any predictable trajectory. 
It's refreshing for a band to have such a 
wide-ranging sound, making every album 
come as more or less a surprise. But for 
me, it's just frustrating to have to wait 
for Animal Collective to get a couple of 
Strawberry jams out of the way between 
each Feels or Merriweather Post Pavilion.* 
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