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"There are more 
chemicals in the 
average American 
home today than 
there were in the 
average chemical 
laboratory 100 years 
ago."

"Every winter,the energy 
equivalent of all the oil that 
flows through the Alaskan 
pipeline in a year leaks through 
American windows."

"The environmental impact of the 
huge amounts of hazardous wastes 
produced each year has been of 
increasing national concern... In 1983 
266 million tons of hazardous waste 
were generated- more than a ton for 
every person in the United States." 
-Wrapped in Plastics.

"Every year, Americans throw 
away enough office and writing 
paper to build a wall 12 feet high, 
stretching from Los Angeles to New 
York City."

"It takes an entire forest-500,000 
trees to supply Americans with
their Sunday newspapers." *

*These Facts Brought To You From 50 Single 
Things YOa Can Do to SavP Thft Barth."



Letters to the Editor ..
Trouble In The Bathroom?

To the Editor
A few days ago a letter bear

ing the title "Dear Instance," was 
posted in the dormitory bathrooms. 
Chris Letcher, the author of this letter 
tells us, "Here's the letter the wimps 
at Instance wouldn't print." 'Dear 
Instance" is a supposedly humorous 
reply to Simon Bone's last "contest" 
in Instance which called for sugges
tions as to what we should now do 
with the mural. Letcher suggests that 
we throw a party/exhibition/ be
tween the mural and Mr. Bone's head.

Letcher even suggests we 
make the whole affair into a fund 
raiser by charging participants $1.00

To the Editor
I'm writing this letter in re

gards to the so called "alternative pub
lication", Instance. No longer can I sit 
by and allow this to go on without 
saying something. In case you didn't 
know, your polity funds are going to 
this endeavor. It is time we took a 
serious look at this forum and ask if we 
want to fund this. There have been 
several accusations that there needs to 
be another outlet for expression and 
that the Moon practices an unfair cen
sorship. I really disagree with this. It is 
true that the Moon does practise cen
sorship, but only in cases where either 
the articles submitted are irrelevant or 
are bordering on slander. Mr. Bone has 
claimed that the Moon will not print his 
Nouus Ordo Seclorum. It isn't too dif- 
fictilt to see why. Much of it is ir- 
relevent. What good does it do me to 
hear about Mr. Bone and his traffic tick
ets? Also his attack on Mr. Gaudet goes 
a little too far. It is one thing to criticize 
someone's opinion but it is rather un
fair to attack him personally with such 
phrases as "whining" and "self ap
pointed apologist" and speakabouthim 
in a demeaning tone. In a community 
that prides itself on the ability to speak 
our opinions freely there is no room for 
personal attacks such as this.

I feel ashamed that I have stood

for each time they "bash" Mr. Bone's head 
intothemural. "nieresultantbloodymess 
will become a new work of art titled, "The 
Birth of the World and the Death of the 
Ugly American," or "The Miscarriage of 
The Ugly American." I would like to ask 
Mr. Letcher to stop and think about who 
the real Ugly American on this campus is.

I do not know Mr. Bone well 
enough to like him, or dislike him, but I 
do know that no matter how "preten
tious" or "elitist" he appears, his actions 
and words do not warrant such a crude, 
immature and violent "humorous" at
tack. I wonder if Mr. Letcher has any idea 
of what it's like to be ganged up on and

by and watched polity fund this. I feel 
like an accomplis to these crimes. I ask 
the community to look at this issue of 
Instance and ask themselves if it is 
really relevant and if it serves any 
greater purpose then to vent the opin
ions of a few individuals. Opinions 
that could be included in the Moon if 
they were not simple attacks upon other 
individuals. I feel sorry for the people 
who enjoy reading things like that. I 
have the feeling that they enjoy watch
ing car wrecks or Christians being fed 
to lions.

The Polity holds the purse 
strings of this operation and I think it is 
high time we tightened those purse 
strings. I think a few good things have 
come out of Instance but not enough 
that I can justify spending money on it. 
I don't think it's enough for Instance to 
be good. I think it has to be good for 
something and I just can't see what that 
is.

I think maybe there is room 
for other alternative publications on 
this campus. Especially with regard to 
poetry, short stories and other types of 
entertainment. I don't think Instance is

"bashed" just because one happens to 
stand out from the crowd. I do know 
what it's like, and I'm sure that there are 
others on this campus who also have had 
such a "humorous" experience. Violent, 
physically threatening "humor" is not 
something we need on St. John's campus. 
Nobody ever deserves this kind of attack 

If you don't like Mr. Bone's style 
of writing, Mr. Letcher DONT READ 
HIS COLUMN! Otherwise please think 
of intelligent, possibly truly ftmny, re
sponses to those whom you don't agree, 
and keep you sick "humor" to yourself.

Franck Roarke '92

it and I implore the community to 
wake up and ask themselves if they 
really want this publication to exist. 
If Polity cuts their funding and we 
refuse to read Instance we can re- 
movethisfromthecommunity. Don't 
just think about it, though, do some
thing

-Don Labenski '92

Pick a Flick

To All Returning Students:
The Film Society will soon begin 
selecting movies for next year's 
program. We would like to know what 
films interest you. Film catalogs are on 
reserve in the Peterson library, and we 
encourage you to browse through them. 
If you want to make any suggestions, 
there are suggestion forms and a box 
located at the library counter. Please fill 
out the forms completely. If you want 
to suggest a film that you can not find 
in the catalogs, provide as much 
information as you can. The Film 
Society is primarily interested in 
showing classic, sometimes obscure, 
American and foreign films, and more 
recent films of exceptional artistic merit. 
Let us know what you want to see!

The Rim Society
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Other Concerns
To the Editor

Rrst of all, I would like to thank 
the Moon for allowing students to voice 
their concerns that otherwise might go 
unspoken and unheard. I do not mean to 
imply that students' concerns are entirly 
unregarded, but often overlooked in the 
day to day grind. Unfortunately, some 
issues are too important to be forgotten 
about.
The new parking situation is such an 
issue. Now that parking along the drive
way to lowers is prohibited, everyone 
must park in the new lot. The lot is clearly 
the most dangerous spot on campus. 
Aside from the fact that it is scarcely lit 
and patrolled by car only, anyone could 
park there waiting for an unsuspecting 
person. Students are not allowed on the 
soccer field after dark because it is unsafe. 
At least there, you might have a chance to 
see someone coming and run. In the new 
parking lot, as you are unlocking your 
door, the door of the car next to you opens 
andyou are pulled inside. Endofstory. A 
friend of mine worked at a restaurant
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which shared a parking lot with a few 
other large restaurants on a very busy 
street. After closing at night, a co
worker of hers was walking out to 
her car and was pulled into a large 
van, raped and murdered. This park
ing lot had sufficient lighting, was 
frequenty travelled and was on a very 
busy street. We can claim none of 
these precautions. Weareeiskingfor 
a catastrophe. Now, after closing, 
women are walked to their cars by 
male co-workers. Unfortunately, 
most people who go up to our lot late 
at night are alone.

This is not the first time this 
issueheis been raised. However, noth
ing has been done. If this college can 
afford to build a multi-million dollar 
library, I hope they will insure the 
safety of its' students.

I would also like to address 
the issue of the increase in bicycle 
theft of late. My attention was only 
drawn to this issue once my own was

stolen. In fact, many have been stolen 
that were locked up in the "appropri
ate" places. No place is safe enough. If 
you have a bike, keep it in your room. 
Don't wait for this to happen to you.

Finally, I encourage students 
tocontributetothedecisionsbeingmade 
by the Campus Planning Committee. 
Even though a memo was sent out, I 
believe that many more people read the 
Moon than the floods of memos circu
lated at this school. The first issue is our 
next big building project. Personally, I 
think that we should remember that 
part of the beauty of this campus is that 
there is some open space 1^. But if 
anyone is interested, the prospects are 
an athletic facility, a lecture hall, a B&G 
building or additional dorms. Make 
your opinions heard.

The second issue is the new 
space the libraries will open up. The 
choices are: faculty or adminstration 
offices, a soundproof party room, child
care for the college community, stor
age, mail receiving, small theater for 
educational purposes (their words, not 
mine) or a computer resource room.

I hojje that students will voice 
their opinions on these issues. Remem
ber, silence is most often considered 
consent.

Heather Giles '92

Interview with Charles Bell
P.6

Fred Astaire
Mr. Grant’s review of 
"Follow the Fleet."

P.7

Earth Day 1990
History, hints & a Book 
Reviews.
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Happy Kitchen
sees the Nurse
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Art on the Program
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St. John’s Vespers 
Services
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Helpful HintsEARTH DAY 1950
Earth Day began in 1970. It 

was a pretty big ^fair too. The U.S. 
Congress closed that day so members 
could attend environmental workshops; 
10,000 schools and 2,000 colleges and 
universities participated. There was an 
eco-fair at Union ^uare in New York 
City which 100,000 people attended. 
The Mayor of that city banned cars from 
Fifth Avenue for the day. All the news 
media covered events as an estimated 
20,000,000 people devoted the day to 
concerns of the planet. Since that first 
Earth Day, the nation has seen an in
crease in proposals for environmental 
legislation. In fact much of what we 
take for granted was brought about by 
the impact of the first Earth Day and the 
enthusiasm in which it was conceived. 
(The Qean Air and Water acts and the 
E.P.A for example).

The principles and concerns 
which characterized the first Earth Day 
are still fueling efforts today, but twenty 
years later, many participants are more 
organized; they have large foundations 
and corporations to fund and staff 
environmental projects. As always 
those involved on the national or inter
national level will use Earth Day to 
emphasize the educational, political, 
economic, and cultural perspectives 
which come to bear on the environ
ment. Yet for many people who will go 
on nature walks, plant trees, pick-up 
trash, or switch to non-toxic household 
cleaners, their participation is less 
ambitious and not as complicated as a 
global agenda,which includes re-align
ing the economy of the Americas in 
order to preserve rain forests. Though 
there are people who spend all their 
working hours in these affairs, and some 
who will attempt to shut down Wall 
Street to protest environmentally un- 
sotmd business practice, for most of us, 
it is enough to know that our local habits 
effect the local and global eco-system.

Planting and Gardening. 
Greg Brown got some people thinking 
about this stuff last year by starting a 
vegetable garden in lowers. That plot 
near Urania will be used for herbs this 
year and the vegetables will be grown 
near the corral. Mrs. Collins inspired a 
wild flower project for lowers and the 
placita area. The Polity Council has 
appropriated up to $500.00 for the seeds.

plants, soil, and manure needed 
for this project.

Water and energy con
servation devices will be installed. 
It is odd that this hasn't been done 
before on a campus-wide basis 
since water is scarce and expensive 
in Santa Fe. Some fixtures on 
campus are intended as conserva
tion devices but are either worn 
out or out-dated. Most of the show
ers, toilets, urinals and faucets could 
save more water, heating costs, and 
money than they presently do. As 
has been posted in Peterson, the 
College stands to save a consider
able amount of water from these 
fixtures- at least 400,000 gallons 
annually from the shower heads 
alone. The estimated cost for this 
project is imder $1300. The Polity 
Council has not allotted monies for 
this project. Mr. Valentine is ex
pect^ to p)ay a sizeable portion of 
the cost. The remainder will hop>e- 
fully be found in contributions from 
the community.

Trash Pick-up. A tradi
tion started last year by recyclers 
and headed by Erik Selekman, is 
again on the agenda. Students, 
Faculty Staff, and their femilies are 
invited to spend a couple of hours 
in the morning of the 21st helping 
to clean designated areas in town 
and around campus. Information 
wiU be posted.

Also on Saturday April 
21st , New Mexico State Senator 
Roman Maez will sp)eak about his 
recently passed side walk recycling 
bill.

On Wednesday April 
17th, Eden Unveiled will premiere 
in the Great Hall. The play is writ
ten by local playwright Richard 
Greene and is sponsored by the 
College in honor of the twentieth 
anniversary of Earth Day.

-James Papiano *92

-Ric Gaudet
The following is a list of every

day activities that can be done, in order to 
help reduce the continuing destruction 
of life systems on this planet. Each cate
gory shows what problems are depend
ent upon the activity. Some of the Earth's 
most pressing immediate problems are 
Dioxin contamination (D), Nuclear 
Waste (NW), Deforestation (DF), Solid 
Waste (SW), CFCs, Global Warming 
(GW), Soil Erosion (SE), Water Pollu
tion (WP), Fossil Fuel expoitation (FF), 
Damming Rivers (DR), Loss of Wilder
ness (LW), Strip Mining (SM), Air Pol
lution (AP), Wildlife Reduction (WR).

1) Recycle glass, aluminum, tin, paper, 
plastic, leaves, batteries, used oil, etc. 
Dependencies: S W, DF, WP, FF, SM, GW, 
AP, WR, D. Other actions: re-use con- 
tatiners; buy recycled paper; re-use gro
cery bags when shopping; use both sides 
of paper.

2) Minimalize automobile use. 
Dependencies: FF,SM, WP, AP, LW,WR, 
SE. Other actions: Bicycle, walk, or car- 
pool; take trains or busses instead of air
planes; reduce your need to travel.

3) Cut water consumption. Dependencies: 
DR, LW, SE, LW, WR. Other actions: 
Take rinse/ lather up/rinse showers; don't 
flush every time Nature calls; fix all leaky 
faucets, use aerator shower heads and 
faucets; use minimal water to wash dishes 
and clothes; use low-water plants; collect 
rainwater for watering.

4) Use organic produce. Dependencies: 
SE, FF,WP, SR. Other activities: No pes
ticides, herbicides; buy locally-grown pro
duce; grown your own vegetables.

6) Reduce energy consumption. 
Dependencies: FF, DR, NW, SM, WP, 
GW, LW, AP, WR ,D. Other activities: 
Turn off all lights when not in use; use 
energy efficient bulbs; hang clothes out to 
dry; don't take long, hot showers; use 
solar-powered heating, baking, electric
ity, etc; buy less-processed items.

7) Cut plastic consumption. 
Dependencies: FF,WP,AP,SW,D. CXher 
actions: re-use platic bags;; avoid dispos
able items.
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BOOK REVffiWS FOR A BETTER PLANET
-Nathanael Long *90
Anyone who happens to live in 

this country can attest to the misfortune 
that its' elected representatives often fail 
to represent us. Many problems we want 
solved would change at a glacial pace if 
the world were left in their hands. Thus, 
one should not place too much faith in a 
slouching democracy. Gratefully, other 
established avenues remain open from 
which people can wield great power. This 
resource has been largely imtapped in an 
important way imtil recently. I am speak
ing of a well-known but rarely used eco
nomic strength, capitalism. True, we do 
use this power to try to increase our pleas
ure in American life (and we should 
continue to do so). Yet the very compa
nies which supply us with these pleas
ures wear a mysterious shroud and often 
(unknown to us) equip with pain rather 
than pleasure. In buying the products 
that these faceless companies sell, we 
imwittingly support whatever they do. 
This means that we often unintentionally 
add our support to such practices as ra-

-Ctaig Thomas '90
(Also worth your attention is) 

SOSimple Things You Can DoTo Save 
The Eaith,compiled by the Earth Works 
Group, (which) contaiia facts and fig
ures on current environmental prob
lems and, most importantly, splendidly 
practical suggestions for how w'e as 
individuals can help to remedy them. 
This brief handbook("deceptivdyslim" 
sa)^ the introduction) seems custom- 
made for most Johnnies and anyone 
else with a busy schedule or a pre
occupied mind. In the first short sec
tion of its 96 pages, it outlines the 
numerous environmental issues which 
threaten to reach, or are already at, 
crisis level. The dangas of global 
warming, air pollution, ozone deple
tion, hazardous waste, acid rain, van
ishing wildlife, water pollution, and 
overflowing landfills are each sketched 
with enough startling information to 
prompt serious concern on everyone's 
part. Some sample quotes: "Lung 
damage from ozone-polluted air is a 
risk faced by roughly 3 out 5 Ameri
cans." 'Tn 1983, 266 million tons of 
hazardous waste were generated- more

cism, sexism, animal abuse and 
damage to our environment.

For these reasons, I urge 
everyone to buy or borrow a copy of 
a little "quick and easy" guide called 
Shoppingfora Better World. A copy 
of this can be foimd in the book co-op 
in the tower library. The guide lists 
(in easy-to-read charts) common 
products found in grocery stores all 
over America. It tell you who the 
parent company of a product is and 
rates these companies' behavior on 
seven different social issues. These 
categories are: giving to charity, 
women's advancement, minority 
advancement, military contracts, 
animal testing, disclosure of infor
mation, commimity outreach, nuclear 
power, investments in South Africa, 
and the environment.

An example of how compa
nies can differ appears with a com
parison of two famous spaghetti sauce

than a ton for every person in the United 
States." "Extinctions are accelerating 
worldwide. Our planet is now losing up 
to three species per day." "Since 1960 the 
waste generated by packaging has in
creased more than 200%."

After this disturbing introduc
tion comes the real core of the book: the 
fifty things that you can do to stem the 
tide of environmental destruction. They 
are divided into three categories accord
ing to the levels of involvement they 
require: "Simple Things"; 'Tt Takes Some 
Effort; and "For the Committed." But, 
really, there are only a small handful of 
suggestions which go beyond the practi
cal range of the average person. Among 
the "simple things" are stopping junk 
mail, avoiding styrofoam, conserving 
electricity, and aerating your faucets (the 
installation of low-flow shower aerators 
scheduled for Earth Day is a good place to 
start). Under "It Takes Some Effort" are 
such hardly exhausting tasks as recycling 
paper, glass, aluminum, tin and card
board, planting a tree, and car-pooling to 
work (or school). Even those recommen
dations "for the committed" are acces
sible to most people, such as driving less.

brands. Prego ( owned by Campbell 
Soup) gives some of its profits to charity, 
has at least 3 women at board levels or 
higher, at least one minority at board 
levels or higher, conducts no animal test
ing, and has no investments in South 
Africa. Ragu (owned by a company with 
the mysterious name Unilever) gives very 
little or no money to charity, has no 
women or minorities on their board, 
conducts tests on animals, and in fact 
operates in South Africa. Unilver also 
owns Close-Up toothpaste, Cutex, Mrs. 
Butterworths, Pepsodent, Q-tips, Rave, 
Shed's spreads, and many other prod
ucts. If you buy any of these products, 
you are helping Unilever continue with 
their business practices. From a quality 
point-of-view, these two spaghetti sauces 
don't differ very much. However, one of 
them resembles an evil empire. This 
guide enables people to purchase from 
companies they believe in.

There is no real moral stance 
taken by the guide. It offers information

(cOTtR6)

eating less meat (it has a surprisingly great 
impact), and spreading the word to oth
ers. Few sugges tions require that you 
be yoiu'"brother's keeper": the reader is 
not asked to become a crusader or to rec
tify others' wrongs. The book's primary 
purpose is to demonstrate how each of us 
contributes to the irreparable destruction 
of the environment. It asks us merely to 
live responsibly and suggests a clear and 
simple program for doing so.

No, I am not an environmental 
zealot. I have never chained myself to a 
tree to prevent its being cut down, I do not 
believe that automobiles are the work of 
Satan, and I would not even claim that the 
bonytail chub and the Hualapai Mexican 
vole (both endangered species) have as 
much right to live as a human being. But 
this book is not for zealots; they will find 
its explanations far too simple and its rec
ommendations far too modest. SOSimple 
Things is for the time-restricted, the luke
warmly-concerned, the newcomers to 
environmental awareness. In other words, 
it is perfectly appropriate for most of us. 
When I first pick^ up the book, I was put 
off by its ratW apocalyptic title. Does the 
Earth really need saving? I also scoffed at 

(cont P,6)
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Book Review (cont P.5) An Interview With Charles Bell

on the positions taken by these com
panies. Whether you do or do not believe 
in nuclear power, you can still use this 
book to support the companies who 
support your view point. It is a way to 
economically vote.

The guide also reveals some 
unusual surprises. The makers of 
Budweiser (Anheuser-Busch) are one of 
the most ethically inclined businesses. 
Another company that rates very well is 
Proctor and Gamble. Even though Proc
tor and Gamble is a mega-corporation, it 
still has an ethical conscience. Big busi
ness doesn't necessarily mean bad busi
ness.

Book Review (cont P.5)

its' claim that I, or anyone else, could be 
the one to save it. With allowances for 
some dramatic exaggeration in the title 
(greater commercial impact that way), 
the book is quite convincing that our 
environment is indeed in serious jeojj- 
ardy and that each individual can con
tribute a valuable share to its "salva
tion". It is available in the Bookstore for 
$4.95, and there is a copy in the library 
book co-op. Oh, and by the way, the 
book is of course printed on recycled 
paper, with recycl^ ink.

I-------------------------------1
I "AU.S.Fishand | 

Wildlife survey 
I of albatross |
I babies found 90% ]
I with plastic in their I 

digestive systems."

I____________________ I

On Tuesday, March 27, tutor 
emeritus Charles G. Bell's weekly "Sym
bolic History Through Sight and Sound" 
lecture was replaced by a reading of Bell's 
autobiography. A college and town 
audience of approximately 30 persons 
listened to chapters from A Brief "I Am." 
Gale Research, Inc., of Detroit, commis
sioned the 30-page work to be published 
in American Authors' Autobiographies
in summer, 1990.

Bell has written about his life 
before, but has never had an autobiogra
phy published. One editor of an eeirlier 
autobiography predicted that Bell's schol
arly life would result in an Augustinian 
religious conversion in later years. He 
recommended, "Why don't you just wait 
for the publication until he's converted to 
Catholicism?" Bell explains why the book 
was never published: the expected con
version has not yet come about. "I'd been 
through all that as a boy... you might say 
I rendered my soul to Gregorian, as a 
monk with one pole of my being. But I 
had to set up the contraiy pole because 
I'm always a polaritous man. I see no way 
to apprehend any wholeness except by 
precipitating contraries and embracing 
both."

Bell's polaritousness is exhibited 
in the variety of work documented in his 
autobiography. He has published poetry 
and fiction, studied music, art, and mathe
matics. His goal has been "to exercise all 
the forms and tie them all together into a 
fabric... the fact that I've covered a range 
like that should be the most significant 
thing about me, the thing that would 
make people say, 'Oh, well, we got a look 
at Charles Bell.'"

The Symbolic History lecture 
series, a synthesis of historic narrative, 
poetry, and music set to a slideshow of 
artwork, is Bell's hybrid work of art best 
known to this community. One of the 
early prototypes of symbolic History was 
proposed by Bell for a Houghton-Mifflin 
prize sponsorship. Bell does not regret 
that he did not win the funding from this 
contest at that stage of the project. He has 
seen the show evolve and has made the 
project more extensive than anyone had 
conceived, "working hard for 50 years at 
it."

"I try to celebrate what's there,"

Bell says of the history. "I try to let it 
speak as powerfully as it can— it some
times packs quite a whollop."

Bell's work on his autobiogra
phy has suggested to him the idea of 
another work, a longer autobiography 
including examples of symbolic events in 
his life drawn from his other writings. 
Bell recognizes that his works, novels and 
books of poetry as well as Symbolic His
tory, are "ambitious, hard to read. To 
understand the show completely it looks 
like it would require the life-work of the 
reader." A more complete autobiogra
phy would expedite Bell's goal to entice 
the public to delve into these more de
manding works. It would also fulfill his 
desire to write an autobiography in the 
style of Dante's La vita nuova. The New 
Life, a "biography of the love" Dante had 
for Beatrice. The work would be narra
tive, humorous, and peppered with sto
ries, as is the present autobiography.

Besides the writing of the more 
complete story of his life. Bell lists in his 
autobiography enough other goals to last 
him another lifetime. He finds that "once 
you get everything formulated, what 
you've done and what you want to do, 
then in some way, clearly, you have af
fected it [the way you will live your life) 
because you've precipitated your 
thoughts about the things you have left to 
work at."

Mr. Bell's autobiography, in 
part, will be published in the spring edi
tion of Au Verso. St. John's College's liter
ary magazine.

- Mary Welllver '92

The Moon - page 6



Tuesday Nights with Fred Astaire

Mr. Franks has recently been 
offering up to various unenlighted ones a 
"serious film series" concerning dancer/ 
actor/singer Fred Astaire. For the past 
several Tuesdays, a jolly group of stu
dents (and at least one other tutor) have 
joined him in his cinematic philosophical 
quest. Reviews from two upcoming 
movies are excerpted from Mr. Frank's 
notes.

-N.L.

"Tuesday Nights with Fred Astaire" 
Grant Franks, tutor.

The following films will be 
shown at 730 on consecutive Tuesday 
nights (except Follow the Fleet, which 
due to scheduling conflicts will be shown 
on a Wednesday in the Thorpe Room on

cille Ball, Betty Grable 
major Songs: "We Saw the Sea, "Let Your
self Go," "I'd Rather Lead a Band," "I'm 
Putting All My Eggs in One Basket," " 
Let's Face the Music and Dance"

Many were sceptical when, after the suc
cess of Top Hat. RKO Radio Pictures 
annqunced that in the next Astaire-Rogers 
picture Fred Astaire would play the Cop- 
emican planetary hypothesis. Rumors had 
hinted at a mathematical theme in the next 
film, but most Hollywood insiders be
lieved that Astaire would turn first to a 
musical rendering of Euclid's Elements, if 
for no other reason than because no dancer 
then available would be willing to under
take the necessary but unrewarding role 
of the Ptolemaic world view. Executives 
at RKO, however, surprised everyone by 
casting the non-singing, leaden-footed

geocentric navigational astronomy.
Meanwhile, Bake envisions the 

central motive power of solar gravita
tional attraction in his swing-time rendi
tion of "I'd Rather Lead a Band" and 
announces the Newtonian unification of 
planetary and terrestrial dynamics in 'Tm 
Putting All My Eggs in One Basket." 
Finally, in a short "play-within-a-play" 
entitled "Let's Face the Music and 
Dance’," Bake and Sherry (Astare and 
Rogers) graphically portray the scorn 
with which the Copernican hypothesis 
was met by contemporary scholars of the 
sixteenth century and the courage of the 
scientific pioneers who braved rejection 
in pursuit of truth.

^N.B.: This is a Wednesday.
* Randolph Scott's inability to dance is 

suggestive of the fixity of the earth under 
the Ptolemaic scheme; Scott had already

”... most Hollywood insiders believed that Astaire 
would turn first to a musical rendering of 

Euclid's Elements.”

the second floor of Peterson Student 
Center. These notes have been prepared 
for those who wish to deepen their under
standing of the symbolism and the social, 
philosophic and political significance of 
the Astaire oeuvre.

April 18- Follow the Fleet (1936) 

April 24- Swing Time (1936)

May 1-Holiday Inn (1942)
X

May 8- Silk Stockings (1957)

May 15- That's Entertainment (1974

April 18 Follow the Fleet
(1936)
Directed by. Mark Sandrich 
Music by; Irving Berlin 
Starring: Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, 
Randolph Scott, Harriet Hilliard, Lu-

Randolph ("Gee, That's Swell") Scott 
opposite Astaire in this thankless role8.

In Follow the Fleet Astaire plays 
Bake Baker, a song-and-dance-man who 
entered the Navy after his former partner 
(Sherry Martin, played by Ginger Rogers) 
spumed his marriage proposal. Theopen- 
ing number of the film, "We Joined the 
Navy (to See the World)," is an obvious, 
yet entertaining, homage to Ptolemy's 
Guide to (Geography, a work whose fame 
and impact in medieval Europe were 
hardly less than thatofhis Almagest. When 
the fleet arrives in San Francisco, Bake and 
his friend Bilge Smith (Scott) go ashore; 
Bake meets his old dancing partner in a 
dance club, and Bilge is charmed by her 
sister, Connie Martin (Harriet Hilliard). 
Fittingly, for most of the picture the Bake 
(Astaire) and Sherry (Rogers) plot is sec
ondary to the romance between Bilge and 
Connie. However, Bilge shuns any com
mitment to Connie - commitment that 
would require him to change his own 
position (i.e. to set the earth in motion). 
Moreover, he is worried about his upcom
ing Petty Officer Examinations and is 
therefore, presumably, busy studying

appeared with Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers in their third film, Roberta, where 
he played an Indiana football halfback 
who inherits and operates a Parisian 
dressmaking salon (I'm not making this 
up!).

’The lyrics to this song, recalling as 
they do the "music of the spheres," are 
the film's only reference to the work of 
Johannes Kepler (1571-1630)

"Americans throw away 
18 billion disposable 

diapers a year- enough to 
stretch to the moon seven 
times."
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Life in the Big City
DAN QUALE DAN QUALE DAN 
QUALE

According to someone's 
polling, the percentage of Americans 
who don't have an opinion of the 
Vice-President rose from 25% to 45% 
between the end of 1988 and Septem
ber 1989.

Recently reported from Honolulu: An 
uimamed TV official went golfing 
with Dan Quale and Jack Nicolas last 
weekend. When the official asked 
the VP. his reaction to the situation in 
Czechoslovakia, Quayle glazed over 
and said, "What?" Responded the 
official: "The entire government was 
replaced." Quayle: "Oh." Nicolas 
piped up with a consoling, "You can't 
be on top of everything."

Another Child in the White House
President George Bush, a 

few days ago: "My mother used to 
make me eat my broccoli. Now I am 
the President of the United States and 
I don't have to eat broccoli."

And from his January 24 
Press conference; Question: '7ust to 
follow up, Mr. President. Did you in 
any way convey to the Chinese lead
ers the idea that these steps taken so

far would be enough to head off this 
action by the Congress?" Answer: "We 
didn't give a timetable, but we've encour
aged in every way we can these and more. 
But I'm just asking that people look at 
them. I have not seen them- maybe it's 
my fault- one account on whatever media 
of these steps put together as a package. 
Haven't seen one. So I'd like to suggest to 
the Congress that are debating this to take 
a hard look at this and see whether it's 
progress. Whether it adds up to any
thing, or, as some of our critics would say, 
it's pure, you know, boiler plate. Yes, 
Lesley?"

These Progressive Times:

The 1990 K-Mart Greater Greens
boro Open Golf tournament on April 22 
caused the Guilford Coimty, N.C. Earth 
Day to be moved to April 28.

Anaconda, Montana now has a 
"Name-a-druggie" campaign. Readers 
can clip a coupon from the newspaper, 
write the name, age, and address of a 
suspect drug dealer, and send it in to the 
cops.

A recent survey of female pros
titutes found the median number num
ber of sexual partner reported to be 2,400

with a range from 5 to 93,740.
"The world's first Made-For-Dog 

video. Doggie Adventure," is being mar
keted by Made-For-Dog Videos of Min
neapolis. Retail Price: $14.95.

Mississippi Rep. Will Poindex
ter introduced a bill in the state legisla
ture in 1987 permitting dwarfs to hunt 
deer with cross bows during archery 
season.

The '80's brought new public 
toilets to some Eiuopean countries, fea
turing automatic lights, air conditioning, 
disco music, paper dispensers, perfum^ 
disinfectants, and stall doors that open 
automatically every 15 minutes to dis
courage over use.

<ompiled by Greg Brown

Dan Foster on the Senior Class:

“The seniors are just disgusting- all just drowning rats 
climbing on each other’s backs. Sometimes it is hard to keep 
the laughter back. We are like school children playing with 
gems and gold. It looks like we must be so high by looking at 
what we are playing with- but really we are just school chil
dren. I think we take ourselves too seriously because we are 
not. We either have a beer or Kant in our hand. It seems we 
don’t know how to separate table conversation from intellec
tual/moral conversation. We don’t know how to bring to
gether the two parts of our lives.”

UJSW TWO '

Any OoBTroiYs ?
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TASTE PATROL
During the past five weeks 

or so- since the last Moon issue- while 
the student body was relaxing else 
where, my colleague and I were keep
ing abreast of the Art scene here in 
the cultural hub of the Southwest. 
However it seems that March is not a 
big month for art openings and even 
less of a month for receptions, which 
we prefer to frequent, hence this ar
ticle will focus more on the much 
ignored fact that Santa Fe has good 
galleries that are not inclined towards 
the rather limited flavorings of this 
area.

One show in particular 
stands out in my mind as going be
yond the stadard criticism of "that's 
nice". Currently showing at the Sena 
Galleries East is an ample collection 
of photographs by Joel-Peter Witkin, 
whose goal as he states is to "live in 
an age which sees similar beauty in a 
flower, and in the severed limb of a 
human being." This show invites the 
viewer to see another side of what we 
generally call physical beauty, eis all 
of his subjects are in some way tor
tured, whether self induced or by 
fate. The photographs are provoca
tive in that none of these seem par
ticularly uncomfortable with being 
photographed, ie. this is not a blatant 
depiction of p>ersecution. Rathereach 
face, body, or "severed limb," is per
fectly natural within its environment 
to such an extent that one is tempted 
to call these people beautiful. How

ever Witkin's intention of asking the view
ers to reflect on his/her opinion of beauty 
is hindered by the very fact that each 
photograph increases the viewers fear of 
the people he/she is examining so closely. 
This fear is what Witkin wants the viewer 
to conquer, but as it comes from our "leap 
into the unknown" it is up to each indidi- 
vidual to summon the courage to be as 
comfortable with photographs as they 
are with themselves.

Another show that opened at 
the beginning of March is the Alcove 
show at the Museum of Fine Arts. It 
features four Californian Artists and 
consequently is quite atypical artwork 
for the museum. Apparently the new 
curator is from California and this has 
local artists in a huff - what's new? The 
artwork is good enough, but once you get 
past the novelty of it one realizes that it is 
nm of the mill New York gallery material 
and hardlybelongs in the museum. Nice 
try though. Coincidently, we ran into 
Rachel Ehitton, whom you'll recall from 
our previous issue, and her husband 
Robert Olds who was one of the four 
artists showing. His artwork was by far 
the most interesting and is worth a visit. 
He, like his wife, delves in the sculpttiral 
world. He had two pieces showing and 
they, like his wife's work, suggested 
monumental type themes. Apparently 
his thing is that he models for himself 
while he sculpts, going by inward feeling 
rather than pure sight and touch.

As Mr. Olds occupied my com
panion (Critic B) with someconversation.

I meandered into the adjoining show 
rooms, where there was an artist of an 
entirely different merit, Paul Pletka. For 
those of you who favor or are interested 
in the art of the southwest, he is cer
tainly not one to pass up! His depic
tions of Native Americans and Hispan- 
ics are clear and heartfelt. He is not 
merely painting the aesthetics, but the 
issues of the area, too.

Our further endeavors into the 
Santa Fe gallery realm, were sadly dis- 
sapointed. The Go-Rage gallery on 
Guadalupe turned out to have nice 
things to buy and a very hyper-chic 
shop, but the artist, (what's his name?), 
was unfortunately and obviously not 
much past the beginner stage. The 
Artists Gallery, which is on the whole a 
quality CO-OP gallery, opened a show 
of sensuous ceramic sculptures by Julie 
Snow, which aside from innovative 
glazing techniques, only warranted the 
opinion of "that might look nice in my 
living-room."
You should praise Allah if you have 
never seen Critic B's living room.

-Ciaol
-Brian Walker & Karen Andrews
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The Danger of Eating Carrots And 
the Mysteries of Eating Dirt.

LunchFaceand I haverehearsed 
our roles thoroughly. We have brought 
wolf fangs, fake blood and a tuffed tail. 
Lunch Face has cut off some of his chest 
hair and glued it to his face. He is a 
dedicated reporter. As we walk to the 
Nurses office I try to help him get in the 
proper mind set by telling him over and 
over again, "You are no longer Lunch 
Face, you are now the Wolf man." He lets 
out a howl. Our plan is to test the nurses 
medical abilities by seeing what her diag
nosis of of Limch Face. My role in the ex
periment is the role of the Hero. I carry a 
rifle and round of silver bullets. 1 will try 
to convince the nurse that Lunch is the 
infeunous Wolf Man. I will tell her that he 
sleeps during the day and hunts by the 
moon, that he lives off the flesh of human 
and writes for Instance and Stance. If she 
believes me, I have told Lunch Face that I 
will be forced to shoot him. He under
stands emd we walk into the waiting roo m. 
But as the Nurse comes into the room, she 
immediately sees through our ploy. She 
notices that Limch Face has a large, un
natural bald spot on his chest and that his 
tail is fake. She has passed the first test. 
We resort to old fasWoned investigative 
repxjrting.

Interview with Nurse
Debra Walker

Nurse: What paper is this for?
H.L: The Moon
Nurse: Is this going to be a serious inter
view? Are you guys going to ask real 
questions or silly questions?

H,L A little of both.
Nurse O.K. What do you want to know? 
H,L Have you ever performed an exor
cism?
N No. I think that belongs more to the 
religious realm than to the medical. I 
practice traditional Western medicine. 
H,L Are you saying then that you deny 
the existence of the dark lord?
Nurse No. I'm not saying anything one 
way or another about that. That's a reli
gious question.
H,L Do you believe in the healing power 
of crystals?
Nurse I believe that many things could 
heal some one if they believed it could. I 
think most medicine is based on the indi
viduals own belief system.
H,L What if your patient was a snake 
handler?
Nurse I have worked with them.
H,L What if the people that came to you 
believed in Voodoo or black magic? 
Nurse I don't believe in Voodoo.
H,L Do many students report out of body 
experiences to you?
Nurse I have only had one such report 
this year. The student and I worked out 
the problem together.
H,L Did it have anything to do with a 
crisis of sexuality?
Nurse No.
H,L Do you ever get embarrassed when 
men have to come and expose their pri
vate parts?
Nurse No. But sometimes they do.
H,L Are their any students who have 
come to ha ve this done a number of times?

Nurse No.
H,L What do you do for students who 
have swallowed glue?
Nurse What kind of glue?
H,L Elmers.
Nurse Elmers glue is not that toxic. 
H,L How about paste?
Nurse Paste has some very poisonous 
things in it.
H,L Is it a hallucinogen?
Nurse Yes.
H,L What's a healthy color for spit? 
Nurse Clear.
H,L Is there any kind of thing a person 
should eat each day to keep the doctor 
away?
Nurse Nothing should be overdone. 
H,L Are you sure? Isn't there anything 
like garlic or a radish or maybe a spoon
ful of dirt?
Nurse No, although a certain kind of 
clay used to be eaten by anemic women 
of the south.
H,L How about carrots?
Nurse Actually, one should not eat too 
many carrots. They can turn your skin 
orange.
H,L Are carrots a hallucinogen? 
Nurse No
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Art On The Program

Do I know how to look at 
things? This world is a visual one, 
and yet my faculty of observation 
gets so little practice. Very often I 
read things and talk about the obser
vations with others. I am patient with 
words. I chew them into fine bits, 
sometimes even grinding my teeth at 
night. Let me see your face. How 
of^ I have caught glimpses of it, but 
now that's not good enough. I want 
to direct all of my attention to it. I 
want to see what it can tell me. Why? 
For some reason I have faith that I am 
describing a lifetime's work.

Mr. Bart and his fellow 
committee members think that we 
should look at visual works and talk 
about them. Seniors, this year, are 
involved in an art program. Next 
year juniors will be involved in such 
a program - that is if the faculty 
decides to keep the program. They 
must make their decision in May. 
Everything we have heard about 
Lob^hevsky being cut from the 
Senior curriculum is only rumor. It is 
true, however, that this art program 
will go into second semester math 
tutorial. Dean Carey has, however, 
proposed a way to minimally cut the 
math tutorial.

There used to be, way back 
when Mr. Bart just began directing 
his energy toward this school (Anna
polis), a drawing program. Students 
in sophomore lab used to draw the 
Parthenon. This way we wrestled 
with line, shade, and perspective. 
"We used to do more," is what Mr. 
Bartsays. Thereisreallyneverenough 
time. That is what we really learn at 
this school.

Mr. Bart has chosen the 
paintings we look at. "rtiey are ar
ranged chronologically, but that's a 
cue taken from the seminar readings. 
The scope is from the Renaissance to 
Cezanne. Hopefully some day it will 
go farther. Mr. Bart is sorry Picasso 
iso could not have been included. 
The number of students at our school 
that are almost entirely without ex
perience in the visual arts is shock
ing. Evenverypopularartistssuchas 
Cezanne and Picasso have eluded a 
great number of us. We should see 
what shapes they give to men and

women. We should see that there is 
something to be seen in the shapes of men 
and women.

There are human beings in all 
twenty-three of the paintings. What we 
are looking at is human gesture. There is 
no gesture in Kant. In a painting Mary 
may be shrinking back or she may be 
boldly upright. The human image is the 
painters' tool for expression. If we are to 
understand human beings we must get 
used to looking at them. It should be 
impossible for one man to talk to another 
without looking at the face. These things 
Mr.Bart said.

But it must be difficult to talk 
about art. Sure that is the reason we do it. 
We need to struggle to find the words to 
express what we see in human character. 
If we find our ways through these inevi
table difficulties, we can move onto paint
ings with no object at all - contemporary 
art.

Now let me tell you what event 
my eye caught. One seminar, that's all we 
got, on Pride and Prejudice, most people 
brought one of two publications of the 
book to seminar, so there were basically 
two book covers. Both covers were por
traits of Jane Austin. What we did in 
seminar was talk about the book, talk 
about the ideas of love, marriage, and the 
descriptions of characters. But what most 
people spent time doing was looking at 
the fjaper back portraits we edl had in our 
possession. What were we looking for in 
those portraits? What sort of influence 
were the lines and shades of Austin's face 
having on us? How did one portrait 
differ from the other? We should have 
included those paintings in the discus
sion, and I am embarrassed that we 
weren't clever enough to see just how 
intently our desperate minds were apply
ing themselves to the image.

The art program, like other pro
grams here, will either continue to evolve, 
or die. The issue has been raised and we 
cannot ignore it. Students at this school 
vehemently resist program changes. 
There is a kind of noble pride in this 
tenacity. In their attempt to help us 
become more free our faculty must some
times be more liberal than we.

-Yanni Papadopoulos

Vesners and Koinonia
at St. John's.

-Tullof Nelson

Behind the doors of the private dining 
hall every Monday at 5:00 p.m., a small 
group of students and tutors meet for 
Vespers, the evening hour of liturgical 
prayer whose tradition is rooted in the 
Monastic life of the early Christian 
Church.

Tutors Mr. Collins and Mr. 
Kirby established the group this semes
ter because they "thought it would be 
good for the college to revive some
thing of the Cl\ristian tradition which 
once had its place in the school."

Vespers stems from a long 
Christian tradition which all Christian 
denominations hold in common. More
over, "the readings, selected from the 
psalms, scripture, and canticles are all 
things that Protestants and Catholics 
have in common," Mr. Kirby stressed, 
"although interpretation may vary 
somewhat."

Commenting on the particu
lar character of the prayer, Mr. Collins 
added, "the prayer takes primarily the 
form of the common worship rather 
than one of personal petition." Also, 
"the liturgy we read from is not an 
individual kind of prayer but is by na
ture a unifying prayer of fellowship, 
embracing people of a common belief," 
he said.

The whole idea of community 
and fellowship, Mr. Kirby said, was 
emphasized by Aristotle in The Politics. 
The Greek word (koi-no-nia), meaning 
"community" and "association", has 
parallel significance and historical rele
vance when considering the commu
nity of the saints and the faithful. "In a 
sense, the concept embodied by 
koinonia can be understood as bridging 
the Pagan, Classical, and Christian tra
ditions," he said.

According to Mr. Collins, the 
tradition of monastic life was stabilized 
by Saint Benedict, who instituted the 
specific hours of prayer to be followed 
by monks (whose first occupation was 
for prayer and secondly for study) in 
order to gi-'e the day a rhythmic bal

Cont, on P. 12
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Germany

On Sunday 18 March the Ger
man Democratic Republic finally lived 
up to its name, holding the first free elec
tions there since the ones that brought 
Hitler to power in 1932. The centre-right 
Alliance for Germany coalition, which 
favovu^ speedy union with West Ger- 
memy, soundly defeated the opposition, 
winning 41% of the vote and 193 of the 
parliament's 400 seats. The Alliance's 
victory was due partly to heavy cam
paigning on its behalf by West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl.

Kohl's East German success was 
marred by his unstatesmanlike conduct 
in the question of a united Germany's 
commitment to its eastern border with 
Poland. The border, along the Oder and 
Neisse rivers, was established after the 
second world war, requiring the cession 
of about a third oftheterritoryheldbythe 
Third Reich, and the expulsion of most 
ethnic Germans living there. Kohl had 
been reluctant to guarantee the frontiers 
of the future German state because of 
opposition from right-wing nationalist 
parties in West Germany. Poland in

sisted that it be represented in the 
fbur-plus-t wo reunification talks (the 
fbiu" World War II victors plus the 
two German states). Kohl stated that 
to give in to this demand would be 
"criminally negligent," but acqui
esced only after the damage was done. 
Now Poland will be given a voice in 
matters concerning it at talks.

Meanwhile problems re
main as to how reunification is to be 
accomplished. Perhaps the most 
internationally significant concern is 
whether Greater Germany is to retairr 
membership in NATO. So far Soviet 
President Gorbachev has said that 
Germany must be neutral, and "ab
solutely cannot" remain in the mili
tary alliance. The United States has 
offered to keep NATO troops out of 
what is now East Germany, and al
low Soviet forces to remain there for 
some time. However, given 
German)^s penchant for starting 
world wars, it is almost certain that a 
compromise will be reached, possi
bly involving the redefinition of

NATO's role.
the first important act of unifica

tion is the proposed monetary union, 
where worthless East German Ostmarks 
will be exchanged for Western Deutsch
marks, at a rate yet to be established. 
Initially announced as a one-for-one swap 
to steady East Germany's crumbling 
economy, theoffer has alarmed some West 
Germans, who feel it might lead to infla
tion or the destabilisation of the deutsch- 
mark, and who suggest a two-for-one 
exchange instead. Needless to say. East 
Germans are pushing for the more lucra
tive even exchange. It is hoped that the 
currency union will stop the Germans jjer 
day to West Germany, where unemploy
ment is already at an uncomfortable 7.7%.

• Simon George Bone

VESPERS
fCONTP. in

-ance.
Although the group meets for 

Vespers on a weekly and not daily basis, 
they would like to preserve as much of 
the tradition as possible— within the 
limits of convenience. The Gregorian 
chant, for example, might happily find its 
place in the short 15 nunute session if 
enough students express interest. Sug
gestions of any other sort, in particular 
ones concerning the meeting time, are 
welcome and encouraged.

There will be dorm meel^ 
ings during the upcoming 
week to discuss the for ma- 
lion of a Student Honor 
Code and Council. Atten
dance is in everyone's 
interest, since everyone 
will be required to live by 
it.

-The Student Polity.
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