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ConTribuTorS

To the tutors I saw dancing at the rock 
party at 10pm on Saturday night over 
Homecoming:

Rock the f*#k on! It’s really nice to be 
reminded that our tutors are people who 
like to have a good time and don’t just 
think about silly things like Plato and 
Homer all the time. Plato sucks!

Reinstate Grace Villmow 2k19!

  - The Gadfly

From the Editors:

A Freshman’s Inquiry into the 
World of Intramural Sports

Mia Kobylski A’23 One often equates St. John’s 
with high academic rigor, a beauti-
ful, historic campus, and old-fash-
ioned croquet matches. However, 
one doesn’t tell new students about 
the way time passes strangely, axo-
lotls living happily in tanks, or the 
possibility of a visit from a number 
of rumored ghosts. But perhaps the 
strangest aspect of the college is the 
unwavering participation in intramu-
ral sports. 
 
 Similar to the fictional school 
of Hogwarts, the polity is split into 
five teams: Druids, Greenwaves, 
Guardians, Hustlers, and Spartans 
who compete on Wednesdays, Sat-
urdays, and Sundays in a variety of 
games. While standing on the side-
lines refereeing Reasonball and soc-
cer, the purpose of intramural sports 
became clear to me. The sense of 
community at St. John’s stems beyond 
the Seminar table. 

 Athletic background or not, 
each student is given equal playing 
time to make their mark on the game. 
Those who are apprehensive are 
encouraged by the captains on the 
sidelines shouting plays and praises. 

The sports culture at St. Johns is not 
one of competition and intimidation. 
The goal is to have fun while being 
physically active. Johnnies, such as 
myself, have fallen into the trap of 
sitting inside reading for the entirety 
of the day, but getting outside for an 
hour or two is proven to be benefi-
cial.
 
 Just this past weekend, I 
had the opportunity to play Reason-
ball and soccer as a member of the 
Guardians. Win or lose, I made new 
friends and became better acquainted 
with people who are in my classes. 
Johnnies unfairly get the reputation 
of being less than athletic. Who says 
you can’t be well versed in Plato and 
also be a beast at soccer? Even on 
the field, Johnnies have the nature 
to think critically, drawing diagrams 
and questioning the integrity of plays. 
As someone who had never touched 
a soccer ball in my life and definitely 
passed to the wrong team, I felt wel-
comed. Perhaps the most refreshing 
aspect of the experience was that we 
called each other by first names, a 
rare occurrence on campus. 



Does music make a sound?
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Daniel Harrell Tutor

One must make music to 
obtain silence. 

—Vladimir Jankélévitch

 Does music make a sound? 
The obvious answer is that it does. 
After all, if it didn’t make a sound 
then what do we hear when listening 
to music?

 Still, I want to suggest that 
music makes no sound, and that what 
we hear when listening to music is a 
kind of silence. One reason for the 
suggestion is that it is not what we 
hear in notes that makes for music but 
rather between notes. In this sense, 
for example, we could say that the 
notes of a melody, just on their own, 
would not form a melody but rather 
be a mere succession of sounds. To 
form a melody is to be a succession, 
instead, of relations between sounds, 
whether we conceive these relations 
as intervals or as dynamic quantities.

 Or to reach the same con-
clusion about a melody through a 
different route: we might ask why we 
hear movement in a melody—even to 

the point of identifying the melody 
with its movement—when none of 
the notes in it strictly moves.  What 
we hear, we might conclude, is a 
movement that happens not by the 
notes but through the notes, in what 
again means a relation between notes, 
making what would otherwise be a 
mere succession of sounds into the 
movement we hear. 

 Or rather “hear”: since again 
it is the notes we strictly hear, making 
the movement through them some-
thing it seems we feel more than hear. 
Related to this is the rhythm we sense 
in music, and sometimes use our 
bodies to imitate, as if it were indeed 
more felt than heard, in another sign 
that music’s sense has more to do with 
silence than with sound. 

 There is finally the matter of 
harmony in music, where we “hear” 
consonance and dissonance. But 
again this is a consonance or disso-
nance not in notes but between notes; 
and it is only the notes we strictly 
hear. So the consonance or disso-
nance between them seems another 

example of feeling rather than hear-
ing.

 But suppose from this we 
grant that music is not a matter of its 
sounds but of the relations between 
its sounds, and that these relations are 
not heard but felt. Still, why call these 
relations between sounds a form of si-
lence rather than simply a derived or 
second-order form of sound? Sound 
that is felt rather than heard?

 I leave my answer in the form 
of another suggestion. To think of 
these relations as another form of 
sound is perhaps to think of music 
more generally as a mode of creation. 
But it is worth considering a second 
possibility: that music is actually a 
mode of revelation. In this second 
way of thinking, the notes are selected 
rather than created, and the relations 
between them abide, in a realm that 
cannot be built but only bid into 
being. And what we feel in these 
relations would therefore have the 
significance, in silence, of a world past 
saying.
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First Weeks as Freshmen
Alayna Raymond A’23I conducted a survey among freshmen to find out some of their current 

favorite things at St John’s as well as how they’re doing in their first few 
weeks. These answers do not fully encompass how freshman as a cohort 
reflect on these subjects, but do provide some unique insights.

Favorite Class?                 Favorite Tutors?   Favorite Activities?

38.5% - Seminar    1) Mr. Haflidson   1) St John’s Chorus
23.1% - Language     2) Mr. Kalkavage   2) Intramurals 
23.1% - Laboratory    3) Ms. Sitzmann   3) Board Game Club
7.7% - Mathematics    4) Ms. Lee    4) Sailing
7.7% - Laboratory    5) Ms. Paalman   5) Crew

What books are you looking forward to this 
year?

1) Plato’s Republic
2) Any Aristotle 
3) The Odyssey
4) Herodotus’s Histories

How have you been doing in these first few weeks?

“I’ve figured out how to manage my time in order to 
meet the course load. It’s been easy to make friends in 
class, as we’re basically forced to talk to each other.”
“The first few weeks have been a bit rough. Acclimat-
ing with a whole new group of people is tough, but the 
Johnnie community is very welcoming.”
“I’m pretty happy. I’ve got friendly roommates, the food 
is good, and the classes are fun. Not much else to ask 
for.”
“Horrendously.”
“It’s been difficult, and I’m very tired, but I’m glad I’m 
here.”
“I’m more busy than I’ve ever been and feeling pretty 
burned out, but I’m having SO much fun.”

What do you wish you knew before arriving on 
campus?

“How many clubs and activities are unique to SJC.”
“Just how prevalent smoking is.”
“What fast food places do and don’t deliver.”
“To bring more t-shirts.”
“I would’ve liked to have known what my dorm 
room looked like space-wise before arriving.” What surprised you about St John’s or just college 

life in general?

“How open people are to talk about almost any topic 
and how genuinely nice they are.”
“How fun and social mealtimes still are. I assumed 
people drifting in and out would make it hard to regu-
larly sit with friends, but nope!”
“The amount of partying. It intrigues me how dedicat-
ed some people are both to partying and their course-
work.”
“How people completely disregard personal hygiene”
“Lots of smokers.”
“Campus life is much more fast paced.” 

What’s your favorite facet of the St John’s 
community?

“The memes that are created from only things John-
nies would understand.”
“Tutor accessibility.”
“The amount of academic discussions taking place 
outside of class. Also, the tightness of the entire com-
munity. I feel like I’ll know everyone by the end of the 
semester.”
“Everyone panics the same amount. Also the memes.”
“How conversational and interesting each individual 
is... It’s hard to go a day at St. John’s without saying 
you had a good conversation with someone.”

It is my hope that by reading what others are also thinking it will help you feel closer to your peers in 
knowing that you’re not alone in your experiences. So long as we maintain the support of each others per-
sonal and academic journey, this community will continue to thrive.  - Alayna Raymond, Freshman.


