
ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE, 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND. 

Rev. HECTOR HUMPHREYS, D. D., Pi·esident and Prefessor of .Moral Science. 
EDWARD SPARKS, M. D., Prqfessor ef Jlncient Languages. 
DAVID J. CAPRON, A. M., Prefessor ef .Mathematics and Civil Engineering. 
Rev. E. J. STEARNS, A. M., Professor ef .Modern Languages. 
WILLIAM H. THOMPSON, A. M., Prqfessor ef Gram;mar. 
NICHOLAS B. WoRTHINGTON, A. M., Libmrian and Steward. 

ST. JoHN's COLLEGE has a pleasant location on the Severn.; and by Rail Road and Steamboats, has daily communication 
with Washington and Baltimore, and with the Eastern Shore of Maryland. An experience of sixty years has shown the situation to be 
eminently healthful. Society here is highly respectable and refined, and maintains a wholesome and efficient public opinion, which 
necessarily restrains the conduct of young men who are amenable to it. There are four Churches for a population of about 4000; and 
few cities can' be found where the Lord's Day is more generally observed and revered; or where the Ordinances of the Gospel are 
more regularly and faithfully administered . 

. The General Government has placed its Naval .academy here, on account of the healthiness of the place, as well as for its con-
venience; and has on active duty a corps of more than a dozen Professors and .Teachers, besides .its Execu,tive Officers; who form an 
interesting portion of om· community. 



St. John's has a competent Faculty of experienced Professors; whose lives have been devoted to teaching; who keep the· 

classes in their respective rooms, during the College hours., and each study is pursued, without intermission, to its completion, before a 

class is permitted to pass to another; the object being to give a thorough knowledge of all the branches of education, instead of a mere 

superficial acquaintance, which could be obtained by substituting different lessons for the several days of the week. 

Chcmisti·y, Geology, and .Mineralogy are .taught by complete Cabinets of Specimens, both American and European; by Text 

Books and Lectures; and by analysis. A Cabinet of Soils, already analysed, is arranged for examination; and the processes of the 

Laboratory are performed before the Students; and make a part of their course of study. Rocks from all parts of the world, belong tn 

the collection; and they are arranged in geological order, accompanied by characteristic fossils; so that every facility is afforded, not 

only for understanding the deposition of the strata, but their chemical composition, and the agents concerned in their formation. 

It is not needful to enumerate the articles ot apparatus for .Natural Philosophy, and .dstronomy. Every branch of the former is 

folly illustrated by experiments in Mechanics, Hydrostaticks, Pneumatics, Optics, Electricity, and Magnetism; and in the latter,. 

besides the theoretical science, the students are taught the practical art of making and reducing observations for Latitude, Longitude,. 

~nd '.11ime. Theodolites, Sextants, Compasses and Levels, of the most approved construction, are used in practice with the Classes;. 

and the whole art of Surveying and Levelling is communicated by exercises in the field. 

The course in the Latin and Greek Languages is quite equal to that of any American College; and the French and Spanish are 

taught, without extra charge, in the most thorough manner, in daily recitations and during the entire period. 

One student from each county of the State may be received free of all bills of tuition or for Lectures, through the whole 

course; and ten students, besides tuition, are furnished with Books and Stationery, under provisions of an act of Assembly. 

A Scale of Merit and . Demerit marks is kept; and after each public examination an abstract of the scholar's standing in the 

room of each Professor, and on the general roll of the classes, is sent to each Parent and Guardian. 

A Committee of Gentlemen of the alumni and others, are invited to attend the Examinations, with the Committee of the 

Board; and original and selected declamations are delivered, on these occasions, to show the proficiency of the Students in this, as in 

other Exercises. Premiums and distinctions, conferred during the sessions, are announced at the public examinations; and the names 

of the first and second students in the order of merit, in the respective branches, are recorded in the President's Book; and a state-

ment thereof is communicated to the Parent or Guardian in the Circular. The names of the Valedictory and Salutatory Orators are 

also enrolled on a permanent record. 

The Evidences of Revealed Religion are fully taught to the regular classes, from the most approved Text Books, after the course 

in Ethics; and Christianity, without Sectarianism, is inculcated in the religious exercises of the College. A Voluntary Class is 

instructed on Sunday by the President, by reading the Holy Scriptures in Greek, and illustrating them by approved Commentaries. 

At the close of the Examination for Degrees the students are dismissed, with appropriate exercises, after the Honors are 

awarded; and an address is delivered by one of the Professors. 
The Alumni are earnestly solicited to make known the claims of St. John's to such as are seeking an education; more espe-

cially since no sectarian zeal can be invoked to induce parents to place their sons here. The ComiJtons, under the charge of JV". B. 

Worthington, Esq., a Graduate of the College, can be cordially recommended as deserving the most unreserved confidence. 

PAYABLE QUARTERLY IN ADVANCE. 

The charge per annum, for Board, is $120 

" Tuition, in the Grammar School, 24 

" Preparatory Class, 32 

" Freshman and Sophomore Classes, 40 

" " Juhior and Senior Classes, 50 

Fuel, lights and washing are estimated at $35;-if two occupy the same apartment the expense will be about $25 each, 

Students' apartments will be furnished, if required, for which an extra charge will be made. This is the only extra charge except 

for damage to college property. Money for the student's use must be placed in the hands of the President, one of the professors, or 

of the steward :-who will disburse it in accordance with written instructions of the parent or guardian. A law of the State forbids, 

under severe penalties, any person giving credit to students of St. John's College, except for medical aid. 



There are three sessions in the college year; commencing on the first Monday in September, and on the Mondays following 
the Christmas and Easter holidays respectively. 

The .J.lnnual Commencement is held on the 22d of February; when the alumni meet, to revive their associations, and to concert 
measures for the welfure of their Alma Mater. 

It is contemplated to build a new edifice for the Grammar School, which shall exhibit all the modern improvements in school 
architecture, as soon as the funds shall be obtained. 

There has been a large accession of late to the number of students, from different parts of the State, and from other colleges. 
The population of Annapolis has increased from 2792 to 4200 during the period of the last census; and the unfounded prejudice, 

in regard to the character of the place for health and morals, must be rapidly dispelled, by the united testimony of the fumilies who 
have taken their residence in the Naval Academy, from different States of the Union. It is well known that both Army and Navy 

officers who have resided here, have uniformly regarded this as one of the healthiest stations belonging to the Government. 
The broad Chesapeake Bay spreads out in front of Annapolis; and from the Optical Room of St. John's the view is one of 

peculiar beauty and grandeur. There are few spots where the sons of Maryland should feel higher or more powerful incentives c<r 

patriotism, or acknowledge more deeply their duty to study her welfare, by a zealous pursuit of the paths of learning and virtue; 

and gentlemen who receive this Circular are solicited to diffuse as widely as possible th~ information it contains, which is believed to 

be of importance to the best interests and true economy of the State. 

SCALE OF MERIT AND DEMERIT. 
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ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE, Jctniiary 1st, 1852. 


