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Letters________
Thanks Film Society Bad Ethics

Dear Campus of individuals, (via the 
Moon)

I would like to express my thanks 
publicly to several persons on this campus 
and I did not think a cafeteria 
announcement would be enough.

Congratulations to over fifteen JF's who 
have turned the eggs in the lab incubator 
five times a day for five weeks. The flock 
of chickens and six ducklings who hatched 
join me in thanking you for your 
faithfulness and diligence.

Second, thanks to the students and 
residents who helped realize a year-long 
fantasy of mine, to see a bit of the Santa Fe 
River CLEAN. Everyone is invited to see 
this sight while it lasts— peer into the 
river on the comer of Guadalupe and 
Paseo de Peralta, directly across from 
Albertson's in DeVargas Mall.

I am pleased that these, and other 
events, witness to the patience and will of 
individuals on this campus.

Thanks
Mary Welliver '92

To the Editor
The 1989-90 Executive Board of the St. 
John's College Film society is proud to 
announce the appointment of its 
successors for the 1990-91 season. The 
following have been named:

Sue Small 
Laura Knight 
Andrew Khu 
John Sullivan

Director
Operations Director 
Treasurer 
Technical Director

We are confident that the new Executive 
Board, with the help and long-standing 
commitment of our other veteran 
members, will continue to maintain the 
Film Society's tradition of providing 
quality entertaimnent to both students 
and the residents of Santa Fe.

Directing the Film Society this year has 
been a pleasure and consistently its own 
reward. We are pleased to turn the 
organization over to a group of people in 
whom we have faith to outdo us next 
year.

Ben Galison
Lame Duck Rim Society Director

ATTENTION STUDENTS

Announcing a cure for those summertime blues. The local chapters 
of the St. John's College Alumni Association and informal groups of 
alumni which meet around the country welcome current 
xmdergraduate and graduate institute students at their activities. 
Alumni groups are active in Annapx)lis, Austin, Boston, Chicago, 
Dallas/Fort Worth, Los Angeles, Mirmeapwlis/ St. Paul, New York, 
Philadelphia, Sacramento, San Francisco, Seattle, and Washington, 
D.C. If you plan to be in one of these areas over the summer, please 
contact the Alumni Office on campus for a list of activities and f)erson 
to contact.

Barbara L. Lauer
Chapters Committee Chair
St. John's College Alumni Association

To the Editor
This is not a respx)nse to Mr. 

Labenski's letter in the April 13th issue of 
the Moon. Because I foimd his opinions 
concerning Instance in Stance to be absurd, 
I gave them little thought. We students, 
as individuals, have many different 
opinions and, while his opinions seemed 
unduly puritanical, they were his to put 
forth. I decided to write only after seeing 
Mr. Labenski's name listed as an "artist" 
for the Moon (in whatever-you- call that 
little box containing the names of the 
staff). What sort of journalistic ethics are 
these? To print Mr. Labenski's letter as if 
he were "just another student" (which, of 
course, he is not) seems to be, at best, a 
gross misjudgment on the j)art of the 
Moon's editor. To print his letter without 
a "staff' designation after his name is 
quite misleading. It has been rumored 
that the most vocal of the Stance's 
detractors often have some connection to 
the Moon. To me, this adds credence to 
the accusations of unreasonable bias 
against the Stance by the staff of the Moon. 
I must disagree with Mr. Labenski on at 
least one point concerning the Moon: its 
policy of censorship "only in cases where 
either the articles submitted are irrelevant or 
are bordering on slander" is not always 
implemented. As proof of this, I offer an 
example of each case in the very issue in 
which his letter appeared.
The first case I would cite is his own 
slanderous letter. Although I have 
enjoyed reading the Stance, I hardly relish 
the thought of "watching car wrecks or 
Christians being fed to lions." What are 
readers without access to the Stance to 
think of it after a ridiculous statement like 
this?
As for the question of printing irrelevant 
articles, I would have the reader turn to 
page 10 of the same issue and closely 
examine the article by Happy Kitchen. I 
wouldn't suggest that the Moon should 
get rid of Mr. Kitchen just because I find 
his form of humor monotonous and corny, 
but I would question its relevancy.
I can well understand that because of the 
Moon's wider circulation it has to be more 
selective in what it chooses to print. When 
these choices, however, seem to be based
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upon editorial bias, the publication loses 
credibility with those for whom it is 
supposedly written- the students.

Terry Smith '93

ed response: The opinions on the letters 
page are solely the responsibility of the 
authorfs) and do not necessarily represent 
The Moon in any way. To designate staff 
members who wrote letters as “staff,” 
would imply that anything they chose to 
write in a letter was a representation of The 
Moon. I see no reason to deprive the 
Moon’s staff members of the right to 
express their opinions as individuals. Mr. 
Labenski’s letter is of no exception. His 
understanding of the Moon’s “policy of 
censorship” is not necessarily The Moon’s 
“policy of censorship” (because we don’t 
have a “pwlicy of censorship,” but rather an 
“editorial pwlicy,” which I believe is a little 
less dramatic than you seem to think), and 
his opinions concerning Instance Tn Stance 
were his own. I think perhaps I should have 
written a note clarifying that Mr. Labenski’s 
understanding of the Moon’s editorial 
policies were not accurate, but I hardly 

think it was necessary to write after 
his name, "Mr. Labenski drops off a 
cartoon to me once a week." -J.G.

Bookstore Theft •••••••••
In June of 1989 the Bookstore's 

accoimting and inventory was switched 
over to computers, which made it possible 
for a more accurate inventory to be kept. 
Unforturmtely, this revealed a high rate 
of theft from the bookstore. Fromjimeof 
'89 to December of'89, $1307.75 worth of 
books and supplies were stolen from the 
bookstore. This amount represents thefts 
of non-program materials only. Loss of 
program materials has not yet b^n tallied.

While the following, partial list 
of missing items was compiled on the 
basis of thefts of non-program materials 
only, many of the missing items directly 
relate to St.John's coursework. Three 
copies of The English Grammar for 
Language Student were stolen during the 
period from June '89 to December '89, as 
were two copies of Outlines of Histories 
of Greek Philosophy and two copies of 
Nietzsche's TheGavScience. Benardete's 
book, Socrates' Second Sailing was 
received on November 15 and one copy 
was missing by December 15. One copy 
each was taken of Quick Calculus, 
Calculus Made Easy. Calculus: A General
Approach, and How to Eniov Calculus. 
Other items stolen are one copy of the

President Agresto’s inauguration gets] 
off to an auspicious start

Science of Fractal Images, three copies of 
Resnick's Introduction To Special
Relativity, three copies of Hegel's 
Philosophy of History and two copies of 
Nahum Sarna's Exploring Exodus.

Losses of program materials 
have not been tallied and will not be until 
after the end of the school year. However, 
bookstore manager, Andrea O'Amato, is 
aware of some program items that have 
been lost to theft: four copies of roomer's 
Almagest (at $75 each) and six senior lab 
manuals.

Other items which have been 
stolen include pens and plastic binder 
inserts — half of the stock of each has 
been lost to theft in the last year. Foimtain 
pens costing$30 were stolen within half 
an hour of being put on display. Within 
an hour of being put on the shelf two 
copies of Calvin and Hobbes books were 
stolen. These were returned a couple of 
days later — they simply reappeared on 
the shelf. However it is unlikely that any 
of the other items will be returned.

As a result of theft, security at 
the bookstore has been increased. An 
additional student aid was hired so that 
the front area of the store could be more

closely watched, and mirrors were 
installed in the aisles.

However losses in the bookstore 
have been so high that the Bookstore 
management is considering more drastic 
measures. They may no longer hold the 
midnight Madness sales, since the store is 
so crowded during them that it is nearly 
impossible to control theft. Also, in order 
to cover its losses, the Bookstore may 
institute a surcharge on all purchases of 
books — 50c for paper backs and$l for 
hard backs would be added to the 
purchase price. The Bookstore's makeup 
is modest, and it is nm as a non-profit. It 
cannot continue to absorb losses each year 
of more than $2,000on non-program items 
alone.

The bookstore's current theft 
policy is that anyone caught stealing is 
never again allowed in the store under 
any circumstances, and will also be 
handed over to the Administration for 
further action.

Julia Winiarksi *92
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Desperate Deeds:
A 15 year old boy, anxious to have his 
braces removed, pulled a gun on an 
orthodontist (not the one who had put the 
braces on) and demanded he take them 
off. The police were called, and after a 
struggle- and two shots- disarmed the 
youth.

When shevisitedhersixthgrade sons’ school 
dressed as a "care bear" on Valentine's 
Day, a woman in Beckley, W. Virginia, 
was beaten by a mob of school children.

In Indianapolis, a substitute teacher let the 
good students line up and spit on the bad 
ones as a reward for their behavior.

mph on his motorized tricycle. The 
arresting officer said later, "William can 
fly on that little thing. If he sees a police 
car, he just takes off. All you can do is 
follow and hope he slows down."

Anelementary school principal in Warwick, 
R.I., had to segregate the girls and boys to 
protect the boys. The girls had taken to 
terrorizing the boys by pulling their hair 
and kicking them in the shins and testicles.

State Rep. George Beard in Virginia dr^ed 
a bill in the house to prevent dead bodies 
from being stored in places where food is 
served.

time); a paperweight; an apple; an onion; 
a plastic toothbrush case; a frozen pig's 
tail which got stuck after it thawed; a 10 
1/2 inch length of a broomstick; an 18 
inch umbrella handle; a banana encased 
in a condom; two vaseline jars; a whiskey 
bottle with a cord attached; a tea cup; an 
oil can; a 6-inch by 5-inch tool box 
weighing 22 ounces; a 6-inch stone 
weighing two poimds; a baby powder 
can; a test tube; a ball point pen; a peanut 
butter jar; a flashlight; a turnip; a pair of 
eyeglasses; a hard-boiled egg; several 
tumblers and glasses; a file; the 
polyethylene waste trap from the U-bend 
of a sink; and a Carborundum grindstone 
with handle. Ouch.

A man in Woodbury, N.J., was charged 
with aggravated assault and animal 
cruelty after trying to stuff pieces of his 
girlfriend's pet iguana down her throat 
during an argxunent.

In 1985 a 4-year old named William led 
police on a chase at speeds of up to 35

Guess where these items were found: a 
live, shaved declawed gerbil; a bottle of 
Mrs. Butterworths syrup; an axe handle; 
a 9 inch zucchini, a 14 inch vibrator with 
two D- cell batteries; a plastic spatula, a 9 
1/2 Jap>anese float ball; an 11 inch carrot; 
an antenna rod; a 150-watt light bulb; a 
screwdriver; four rubberballs; 72 jewellers 
' saws (all from the same patient, 29 at one

Man of our Times

" I've reread over the last four years both 
Plato's Republic and Machiavelli's The 
Prince. I've enjoyed that. I was going to 
go back this summer and make myself 
read The Republic again but I never got 
around to it. I don't know if I would have 
gotten it done on the August break or not. 
but I was tempted to, because you always 
learn something by reading the classics. 
Particularly The Prince. I go through and 
look at this from this intellectual point of 
view, which I think is your question. 
Machiavelli had these three classes of 
mind, and it fits in so much with Plato's 
state. The first class was the jjerson that 
was creative enough to be leader and be 
able to lead a great nation without much 
help. The second class of mind was one 
that wasn't creative but could take ideas, 
put people around him, and be able to 
lead nations forward. And the third class 
of people didn't really know much of 
anything. And they were the worst kind 
of leaders, because not only were they not 
creative, but they didn't know what was 
right or wrong and they just sort of went 
by whatever they felt like. I've tried to 
figure our where I am. I know I'm not the 
first one because I don't think I have that

creativeness that Machiavelli talks about. 
If I go back and reread it I might figure it 
out exactly where I put myself. I'm 
somewhere in between two and one."

-Don Quayle

There is a “Nobel sperm bank" in Del Mar, 
California, which collects sperm from 
Nobel Prize winners and other "creative, 
intelligent people" to inseminate women 
who hope to produce geniuses.

Ten Detroit patrol cars responded to reports 
of shooting at an off-duty police offer's 
home. The officer had shot himself in the 
shoulder when he tried to kill a rat that 
had jumped on his arm in his garage. The 
rat escaped unharmed.

-compiled by Greg Brown

Brad Jacson plays Goliath to Hallie 
Leighton's David in an exciting bout 
of mud wrestling during Senior Prank
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EditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorialEditorial
Censorship: What if Means and Why it's Bad

By Nate Heasley '93

Recently the issue of censorship 
has come up quite a bit on St. J's campus, 
in a variety of different ways. The 
screening of Cafe Fksh earlier this year 
brought up the issue of censorship. The 
question of what to do with the mural 
was one of censorship, though the issue 
was circumnavigated by an over-zealous 
individual with a hammer. And, most 
recently the withdrawal of funding for 
Instance In Stance by the Student Polity 
Council was an issue of similar subject. 
TTiese are all issues of censorship in 
different ways, and, because of the 
diversity of examples, actually allow us 
to explore many facets of censorship and 
how it relates to our own community.

In the case of Cafe Flesh, the issue 
of censorship came down to whether the 
film wasappropriatematerial to be shown 
on this campus, or anywhere else for that 
matter. There were a few protesters who 
felt strongly that the film was degrading 
to women and therefore should not be 
shown. Ben Calison, Director of the film 
society, and largely responsible for 
programming, felt that the scenes 
containing graphic sex were not 
gratuitous, but instead added to the artistic 
message expressed by the film. If the film 
had not been shown, not only would the 
artistic message of the film have been lost

to this community, but the opportimity to 
discuss the other ideas expressed either 
directly or indirectly by the film, such as 
the issues of degradation, sexism and the 
value of pornography in the movie and in 
our society, would never have occurred. 
The only result of this would have been a 
lack of communication and thinking.

The mural was a similar form of 
attempted censorship. The idea of 
removing the mural from the main hall 
for the purpose of reducing the risk of 
offending passersby would also have 
limited the opportunity for the same to 
appreciate its message. When art is 
hidden, it is essentially not there. As art is 
in the eye of the beholder, it requires an 
eye to behold it, otherwise its purpose is 
lost.

Similarly, the issue of what to 
do, or not do, with Instance In Stance is 
one which we must look at objectively, 
taking into accoimt what it means to have 
freedom of speech. In many ways this 
situation resembles one which recently 
occurred involving the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA), wherean 
artist was asked to present a show, funded 
by the NEA, on the subject of AIDS. After 
his work was completed, and the show 
opened, the exhibition was deemed imfit 
for funding by the council because of

UfftRAUO
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"The suppression 
of

ideas or artistic 
expression 

helps no one, 
it only serves 

to limit our 
views and thoughts..."

several pieces of art which offended some 
members of the board. The exhibition 
was taken down.

Due to the opinion of several 
people, an artist's work was removed 
from public view, despite the former 
commitment the NEA espoused having 
for supporting all artists. Similarly, due 
to the opinions of several people who 
were offended by Instance In Stance, it 
has lost funding and an artistic forum in 
which ideas often gone unheard were 
expressed (which had been open to 
everyone), has been removed. The Moon. 
regardless of how hard it tries, does not 
express the full range of ideas which 
inhabit this community. The idea that 
only one form of expression should be 
funded by this school is one which limits 
all our rights.

The suppression of ideas or 
artistic expression helps no one, it only 
serves to limit our views and thoughts, 
which is the antithesis of the ideas on 
which this country and this school were 
founded. It is the responsibility of this 
community to provide the opportunity 
for students to express themselves as they 
wish, within the limits of the law. Just as 
certain musical and artistic supplies are 
provided for students to utiliize their 
artistic expressions, so should a forum be 
provided for those wishing to express 
themselves in the way only Instance can 
provide.
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by MC Simon B.

Just when the antics of the PMRC, or 
Parents' Music Resource Centre, seemed 
to have feded into obscurity, a new round 
of calls for the labelling of so-called 
obscene recordings has emerged with 
apparently greater success than Tipfjer 
Gore'sgroupdidinl985. Theimpetusfor 
the new censorship movement has been 
the burgeoning success of rap music, 
much of which is peppered with 
obscenity. In the past year, rappers NW A, 
Eazy-E, Ice-T, the 2 Live Crew and others 
have scored platinum success (more than 
one million copies sold) with albums 
containing off-color language and 
supposed glorification of gang violence.

The reaction has been, well, reactionary. 
Instead of congressional wives voicing 
their concern over stupid or 
misunderstood heavy-metal lyrics, 
politicians in many conservative states 
have proposed rather broad labelling 
laws, which typically require large 
warning stickers to be placed on any 
recording deemed by a panel of censors 
to contain "objectionable language" or 
references to satanism, bestiality, 
glorification of suicide, drugs, violence, 
littering, or any of a myriad of other 
offences.

There has been something of a censorship 
bandwagon. NWA, which stands for 
"Niggas With Attitude," werethreatened 
with arrest if they performed their 
controversial "Fuck Tha Police" on their 
1989 tour. FBI Director William Sessions 
faxed a copy of the song's lyrics to every 
police department along the tour's 
itinerary, and caused a political firestorm 
when he wrote to the group on behalf of 
the FBI denouncing the song. Florida's 
Republican Governor Bob Martinez, 
politically dead in the water since his 
unpopular attempt to ban abortion, tried 
to fire up his reelection campaign by 
asking the state Attorney General to file 
obscenity charges against the popular 
Miami rappers the 2 Live Crew. His plan 
backfired when it was found that to do so 
would be beyond his jurisdiction. 
Furthermore, 2 Live Crew leader Luke 
Skyywalker announced that he would 
sue any police department that prosecuted 
anyone for selling his albums.

Are the 2 Live Crew obscene? Tlie title of 
their last album. As Nasty AsThey Wanna

Be. is a fairly adequate description of its 
contents, and there's barely a line in it that 
can be cited without asterisking a word or 
two. Yet it, like practically all "nasty" 
albums, carries a warning on its cover. 
Like other rappers, the 2 Live Crew 
recorded a bowdlerized counterpart. As 
Clean As They Wanna Be. for sale to the K 
mart crowd (which was outsold by As 
Nasty As They Wanna Be bv a factor of six 
to one). Yet rap lyrics at their worst are 
typically more redeeming than 
pornographic magazines, which are 
readily available at just about any 
convenience mart. Much of rap contains 
a convincing pro-education, anti-violence, 
anti-drug message. NWA's Dopeman. 
for one, is perhaps the strongest 
indictment of drug use ever recorded.

If cooler heads prevail, something less 
thantheausterelabellinglawswill govern 
the sale of possibly-objectionable 
recordings. Already in Santa Fe a number 
of music outlets refuse to sell certain 
albums to minors. Is this a limit on free 
expression? Perhaps, but as one store 
manager explained, "It keeps the 
screaming parents away.”

What a *^oinn Hn Back ihereY
An Insider's Report of Marriot, Inc.
by Carlos Atencio '93

Food service by Marriott, Inc. at 
St. John's College, Santa Fe meets, and in 
some way exceeds, the standard mean for 
college food services. And yet, there are 
problems. The Marriott crew, especially 
management, is committed to pleasing 
its patrons; a tough job, for which they 
should be commended.

Foremost, working against them 
is the notion held by students that all 
money paid for board is allocated solely 
to Marriott. In fact, the college retains 
some of this money.

Manager Don Keith, also cites a high 
theft rate; specifically, students stealing 
china, glass and silver-ware, students 
bleaching coffee sshop coupons for reuse

and those bumming free meals by not 
being checked at the door.

The ovens and grills in the 
kitchen are antiquated, datingbackto the 
sixties. Buildings and Grounds is 
calibrating them regularly to no end. 
Worker's morale is frustrated by burnt 
food and ritual dances required to keep 
the baked from being blazed. If having to 
contend with Marriott Don's and Dave's 
rallying calls for productivity were not 
enough, the Marriott worker is confronted 
with some St. John's students who return 
sneers for smiles. And then, there's the 
design of the kitchen which needs 
remodeling; a must to cut the crtmch of 
the rush.

Since the Treasurer's Office

requires that the coffee shop be open for 
certain profitless hours, like Friday and 
Saturday nights, when it is deserted, other 
shifts are short of help, like Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons, when it takes half an 
hour to get a burger.

Management seems to be 
deficient in not forcibly demanding care 
for customer satisfaction from its coffee- 
shop workers, who are not trained in any 
thorough way. This home-style approach 
quickly loses its charm. That your club 
sandwich may or may not be cut into 
fourths, depending on the cook, is not so 
much a problem as, say, fries being 
constantly undercooked.

The recipes Marriott uses are as 
suspect as the equipment used to prepare

(cont. on next page)
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the fbod;thequality of which, unprepared, 
is adequate. A better grade of stock food 
would probably be rendered just as 
palatably as it is at present.

Still, Marriott wants to serve the 
St. John's community. It does what it is 
not obliged to do by contract: National 
Theme Nights, gourmet coffee on seminar 
nights, deli bar and occasional bread bar, 
etc. While Marriott is striving to do its 
best, so should the student politely 
contribute suggestions, raise money for 
new equipment and bring dishes from 
home instead of stealing them and paying 
twice or three times their worth in the 
long run.

President Agresto's 
Inauguration Luncheon

The 
Problematic Parker

This is Carey Bodenheimer.
Carey has a problem 
that many of you may 
share. It is not an emo
tional problem, nor a 
psychological one.
Carey has a PARKING 
PROBLEM. Or, at least 
the school thinks she does.
Right now, Carey has 
almost $200.00 in park
ing tickets. Can't any
thing be done to help 
the Problematic Parker?

□ Yes! I would like to see 
Carey Bodenheimer with 
her own, personal parking 
space.

□ Yes! The parking situation is 
terrible and inoonvienent. I 
would like to see it changed 
and improved by the Fall.

We would like to gather 
support for changing the 
parking situation. Please check 
one/both of these boxes and drop 
this in The Ask Nadine box.’
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IRULOID
4PM: Cocktail hour for tutors and students on the sidewalk outside of ESL. Jugglers
and weird acts going on.

4:30PM: Dixieland Blues Band, "The Red Hot Chilis," arrives (Band will play through
dinner).

5-5:30: Formal opening ceremonies:
- lighting of the Reality torch
- skit
- Ray gives his traditional security speech.

6PM: Caribbean Buffet-style dinner, picnic style out on the Placita.

7:30PM: People dress-up for the Believe-it-or-not dance which occurs later in the evening.
(Attire requested to increase the delightful Sophrosyne atmosphere).

8PM: Sophrosyne!!!!!!!!!!!! (in the Great Hall).

9:30 PM: Believe-it-or-not Dance in the dining hall.

12or 1AM: Believe-it-or-not Dance continues with a DJ.

2AM: Snack somewhere

10 AM: Wake-up Call!! Bloody Marys brought to all the dorms by
The..............BANANA PATROL!!!

HAM Brunch given by Marriott: hopefully out on the Placita,

1:30PM: Softball, Spartan Madball, Volleyball and creative games people can play.
All main Saturday afternoon activities (including listening to musci) will be held aroimd the 
field/track area.

4:30 Cocktail hour on the Placita: school band

6 PM: Sophomores provide a delicious dirmer in the dining hall. All tutors
who have not been on campus the first half of Reality are strongly encouraged to come to 
dinner and also the following events.

8:00PM: Sophist Contest held in the Great Hall.

9PM: Big Band Dance: The Santa Fe Little Big Band. Nice attire (flowing
skirts, bow ties, etc.) would be nice to fit in with the nice atmosphere.
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12 or 1AM: Snack and giant Twister contest in the Coffee Shop!

1AM; Dracula's Castle (that's right and maybe even Bigfoot will be there).
Music provided by a band from our very own beloved St. John's.

The recovery begins.....................

11AM; Brunch at Alice's diner (in our very own St. John's diner).

12noon: Games around Placita area. General relaxation. Afternoon band of some
sort.

1PM: Rebel without a Cause will be shown in the Great Hall.

2PM: Bar closes

4PM: The Improv

5:30: Marriott dinner in the dining hall.

6:30: Reality closing ceremony.

7: Movies:
7-9: Grease 
9-11: The Hustler

Note: Schedule subject to change due to weather or other disasters cuased by uncontrollable 
obstacles.

Seniors and others leaving St. John's: good luck out in the "real world/' we hope we've give 
you a small taste of Reality. If you're ever feeling down "out there/' just remem er that Elvis is 
always watching from his silver cloud and yearns to comfort all those who are lonesome 
(tomght).

-the sophomores of 1990

FOR THOSE STUDENTS WORKING DURING /FOR REALITY, THERE WILL BE A WORK SCHEDULE 
POSTED SOMEWHERE AROUND THE DINING HALL. IF YOU CAN NOT REMEMBER WHEN YOU 
ARE WORKING, EITHER CHECK THE SCHEDULE, OR SIOFRA RUCKER. (WHEN SHE'S N(DT BELLY 
DANCING)
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Annapolis *89-90
-The Moon-------
By Mark Shiffman '90 
Annapolis Campus

Annapolis—The first big event of the 89- 
90 school year was the gala private 
opening of the Elizabeth Myers-Mitchell 
Art Gallery, the new gem of the Annapolis 
campus. Patrons and philanthropists 
gathered to drink champagne and browse 
works by Titian, Durer, Bl^e, Kandinsky, 
and other great masters in a thoughtfully 
arranged show with an intelligent 
catalogue. The next day the gallery 
opened to students and the public, the 
show was crowded for a few days and the 
whole endeavor hailed as a great success. 
Quickly forgotten was the near-disaster 
of the week before when the failure of the 
climate control system to accommodate a 
drastic humidity shift caused moisture to 
gather and drip from the ceiling, almost 
damaging a Rembrandt from the National 
Gallery. Apparently the bugs have been 
ironed out. The traffic has lightened a bit, 
but the quality of the shows has remained 
high: an exhibition of abstract art by 
Felrath Hines and Nick Ward; a collection 
of modem sculptures by the likes of Rodin, 
Max Ernst, John Storr, and Alexander 
Archipenko; and currently a screen-print 
show featuring Warhol, Lichtenstein, and 
Canfield among others.

On the subject of new facilities, 
the renovated boathouse looks beautiful 
and is a fine location for more subdued 
parties, such as Wormwood Cafe, inspired 
by Santa Fe's own Delphi Cafe and 
engineered by Eliot Duhan and Dave 
Long. The renovation of the venerable 
McDowell Hall (the only real piece of 
architecture in Annapolis, according to 
Thomas Jefferson) finally drew to 
completion, albeit four months behind 
schedule. Wood floors, high ceilings, big 
windows, no fluorescent lights, festive 
waltzes in the Great Hall—who could ask 
for more? Well, one might wish that the 
warm and cozy atmosphere of the coffee 
shop had not been ruined by the 
incongruous re-distribution of space, but 
at least it's back.

Corresponding to the new 
vitality of our physical surroundings, the 
Delegate Council found itself funding a 
rash of new student-initiated clubs, 
including the archery club, the boxing 
club, young democrats, young 
libertarians, and the gay/lesbian/ 
bisexual student union (founded by the 
dauntless James Perriguey). They also 
budgeted the Recycling Committee 
sufficient fimds to place plastic garbage

cans in every public space and dormitory 
floor, which has nearly tripled the bulk of 
their collections. Akiba Covitz, Tequila 
Brooks, and Rachel Boyce revived the 
Collegian, a monthly magazine of essays 
and poems submitted by tutors and 
students. The original Collegian was 
discontinued in 1980.

The Gadfly began to live up to 
its name this year, providing a forum for 
two sustained and heated controversies. 
The first debate revolved around the issue 
of speech, beginning with an article by 
sophomore and ex-marine Bryan Dorland 
about the application of the first 
amendment to flag-burning. A freshman, 
Kenneth Wolfe, attacked Dorland's simple 
argument with a charge of operating on 
unstated assumptions, though in fact 
Wolfe imported these assumptions into 
the article from his own bag of ideas. 
Dorland told him so without sparing 
vitriol and irony. This response. Insides 
eliciting another letter from Mr. Wolfe, 
set off an argument between two other 
students about "how we should talk to 
each other," whether all arguments are 
equally reasoirable or whether we should 
take it upon ourselves to attack and be 
attacked. (Anyone wishing to be 
enlightened and entertained should read 
Wolfe and Dorland in the Nov. 7 issue, 
and Ryan and Dorland in Dec. 5.)

The other raging controversy 
concerned the Instruction Committee's 
release ofthe spring reading list. Though 
there were several changes of dubious 
wisdom (more Freud and less James, 
dropping Don Giovanni), these are 
justifiable imder the label of "experiment." 
But the addition of Virginia Woolf and 
Flannery O'Connor in place ofZarathustra 
and Faust drew the charge of concession 
to feminist pleasure, and the importation 
of a Chinese landscape painting in the 
Junior Year brought into question the 
catalogue's claim about examining the 
great worksofWestemCivilization. From 
Dec. 5 to Feb. 20 letters from students 
raised various questions about these 
changes. The most astonishing thing was 
that the Instruction Committee let 
complaints, allegations, and rumors 
circulate unanswered, until eventually 
this very astonishment enabled them to 
somewhat pacify the students merely by 
responding, without giving substantial 
answers. This treatment of student 
entreaty magnified what many perceive

" ...the addition of 
of Virginia Woolf 
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Flannery O'Connor 
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and Faust drew 
the charge of 
concession to 
feminist pleasure..."

as a chasm between tutors and students 
(for which the year-and-a-half absence of 
the above-mentioned coffeeshop might 
be largely responsible).

The committee of students that 
interviewed candidates for President of 
the college took this concern with them to 
the luncheon table. We first met Charles 
Karelis, a philosophy teacher and 
Education Department bigwig who told 
us he used to play electric guitar but sold 
his stratocaster to Bill Bennett when they 
were college pals. We then spoke to 
Edward Foster, a Chaucer scholar with 
administrative experience. Appropriately 
enough, he seemed imperturbably 
cheerful and generally gave lengthy tales 
for answers. We thought we had found 
our man in Leon Kass, a professor at U. 
Chicago and big name in medical ethics, 
who had been a tutor for several years in 
Annapolis. His genuine interest in 
students and warm friendships with 
faculty members made him very 
attractive; but, for better or worse, he 
decided against taking the job. Finally we 
found a good match in Deal Hudson, a 
top-runner from last year's search in Santa 
Fe.

Unfortunately, the new 
President will face the same initial 
handicap as President Dyal—working 
with a brand-new Dean. The search to fiU 
that position is still in progress.
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Student BeneHt Raises 
Over $3,000 dollars

byj. Huebert

On March 4 thirty students donated time, 
sweat and skill to a student-run benefit 
for the colleges' libraries.

The students of St. John's College 
hosted a dinner and concert for 30 
members of the Santa Fe Community, 
and were,to say the least, impressive. Ben 
Calison, Emma Morton and Jason 
Spainhower mastered an amazing meal 
with Chicken Cordon Bleu, fresh bread, 
and rice pilaf, topped off with fresh lime 
sherbert. The guests raved. Qaire Darling 
arranged a short musical program that 
included a choir, solo soprano, a 
harpsichordist and flutist. One patron 
commented that," theattention todetail did 
not go unnoticed."

The goal of this event was to 
reach out to the community. The 
community had never seen the side of the 
college that it did during the dinner. It 
wasn't about the president or the vice 
president acting as ambassadors for the 
college, it was about the students doing it 
themselves.

Before the meal, student 
performers and hosts greeted and 
conversed with guests at a reception. 
During the dinner guests had a chance to 
speak with individuals who sat at each 
table. Students of the college planned, 
served, prepared, and entertained. The 
students reached the guests as the 
administration could not; as purely 
voluntary fund raisers whose debut was 
nothing but inspiring. A board member 
who attended said that for years her 
husband had "tolerated" her involvement 
with St. John's, but that he had been so 
impressed by what the students had done 
that he now enthusiastically supports the 
college.

The proceeds of the benefit 
dinner are to be donated to the school's 
libraries. Approximately $1,000 will be 
given to the regular library and $1,500 to 
the music library. The money will be 
used, at the discretion of the librarians, to 
buy books, musical scores and compact 
discs. Another $800 donated after the 
event, was earmarked by the donor for 
endowment. This brings the grant total to 
over $3,000- pretty good for people who 
sit around all day and read the Great 
Books

Library IJndate
by Nathanael Long

Don't exp)ect the new library to 
be open at the beginning of next 
semester. It will probably be finished 
by mid-October of 1990. If the 
construction crew fiiushes on time, then 
the libraries will be closed for about a 
week in order to move everything. If 
the new library is not completed soon 
enough after mid-October, it may open 
in January, 1991.

A new computer system was 
also originally planned for the new 
library. Don't expect this either. The 
money initially allocated for a computer 
catalogue system is going to be spent on 
something else. For the immediate 
future, the old system will be continued 
to be used.

Most of the current Music 
Library will not be a part of the new 
library. The existing collection will be 
split up. Books about music (theory, 
biographies, etc.) will be moved to the 
new library. Scores and recordings will 
remain where they are now.

There will be some very 
welcome changes in the new building.
A periodical reading-room will be on 
the southern side of the second floor 
and will have windows opening out to 
a beautiful view. Especially welcome 
will be a quasi-King William room on

the second floor (it also will be on the 
south wall). If you've never been to 
the Annapolis library, the King 
William is a well-furnished and 
nicely-decorated studying area. It is 
perhaps the most elegant room in 
that library. It is also where senior 
orals are held. Hopefully, this new 
room in our library will serve in the 
same manner.

A large study area will be in 
the center of the library beneath an 
atrium. This room will pick up light 
through windows in the ceiling. The 
amount of studying space available 
in the library in general will be 
increased to hold about half of the 
student body. The space available for 
books will increase also. The library 
currently has about 53,000 volumes. 
The new space will increase to hold 
about 90,000 volumes.

Two of the rooms on the 
second floor will be suitable for study 
use during the day and most 
evenings and also suitable as seminar 
rooms.
There wi'! ’'e balconies outside of 
most of the rooms on the southern 
side of both the first and second 
floors. A new, tighter security 
system is also planned.
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Interview With John Agresto
by Matthew Keity conceming his NEA appointment
In the last year, the National Endowment 
for the Arts has come xmder fire for its 
funding of controversial works of art. 
Senator Jesse Helms (Rep., N.C.), among 
others, has accused artists like Robert 
Mapplethorpe and Andres Serranos of 
creating art that is obscene, anti-Christian, 
and un-American. These legislators have 
taken steps to ensure that this art is not 
funded, or to penalize the NEA for 
funding this kind of art.

The NEA comes up for re
appointment every five years, and is up 
for consideration this year. In an effort to 
determine the mission of the NEA over 
the next five years, a committee has been 
appointed by Congress and the White 
House. St. John's College President John 
Agresto is a White House appointee to 
this committee. I recently spoke with him 
about the committee, his job as a member, 
and the role of the government in art.

Why do you think you were chosen for
this committee?

People in the White House know who I 
am. I [spent] seven years at the National 
Endowment for the Humanities—a 
couple of years as Assistant Chairman, 
many years as Deputy Chairman, almost 
a year-and-a-half as the acting Chairman. 
We haven't had the kind of trouble that 
the National Endowment for the Arts has 
had; and a lot of it has to do with the way 
we've written our guidelines. We've 
managed to support high-class projects 
and programs without much controversy, 
but we've managed to do it in a way such 
that the academic community doesn't 
seem terribly upset with the guidelines 
they have to live under. Now, this maybe 
a little more difficult in the arts than in the 
humanities. You can describe what a 
humanities program will look like a lot 
more easily than you can describe what a 
painting or sculpture might look like. I 
think [the White House] picked me 
because I was the chief guideline writer at 
the Endowment. I thiidc they figured I'm 
someone who knows what the problems 
are, imderstands Congressional-Agency 
relations, and who is friendly to the White 
House and has a lot of friends in Congress 
too.
Could you give a general idea of how the
guidelines ran?

Well...for instance, when I was 
[first] coming into the Agency, there was 
a film called, "From the Aisles: Nicaragua." 
The [producers] got tens of thousands of 
dollars from the NEH—through a state 
program, but it was still our money—and 
made a pro-Sandanista film: "America is 
the Great Devil, the Sandanistas are the 
Salvation of Latin America", and so on. We 
[at the NEH] looked at the film, and some 
of us went through the ceiling. We felt 
that taxpayer's money was not to be used 
to support a partisan purpose, especially 
in the area of foreign policy. I was the one 
who wrote the guidelines that said 
something like: "No Federal money from 
this Agency will be used to support 
political, partisan, or ideological agendas, 
and any funds used in areas of controversy 
must include a balance of competing 
perspectives." That was the language 
used. You couldn't take Federal money

"... Mappelthorpe's photos are 
exquisetely done. Absolutely 
beautiful. Techinically, simply 

superb. But a case could be 
made that some of them 

are obscene."

and use it to support the Right-to-Life 
movement, nor could you use it to support 
the Pro-Choice movement; but if you 
wanted to have a debate about abortion, 
that was fine, as long as both sides were 
represented. We would allow Federal 
money to be used in controversial areas, 
as long as all sides had their say.

The National Endowment for the 
Arts never had any guidelines like that. 
The/ve let it be known that they will not 
support art that is commercial, or art that 
is religious. Beyond that, it has mostly 
been what the artists who sit on the panels 
want to support. I think people— 
everyone, from the White House to 
Senator Jesse Helms to people nowhere 
near asradical as Jesse Helms—are asking 
why the NEA can't have guidelines to 
keep us from being embarrassed, or to 
keep people from getting up in arms 
because their money was us^ to put a 
crucifix in a bottle of urine.

Though it seems there is a difference
between a humanities project and an arts
project. A humanities project is. I'm
guessing, more of a study of a subject:
whereas art tends to make some sort of
statement, and generally it's a statement
that involves things that are very
important to people—sex, religion, love. 
How can that need to communicate—
and there are many people who like the
work of Robert Mapplethorpe—he
balanced with the needs of a group of
people who don't want to see his work?

You're absolutely right; the 
Humanities Endowment has an easier 
time; we are by and large studying, and 
the Arts Endowment is, to a degree, 
creating by funding the creators of 
something. I once said while I was at 
NEH that we would never fund the 
Evangelists to write the Gospels, but we 
would fund someone to do Biblical 
studies. I would never give Karl Marx 
money to write Das Kapital. but if you 
want to study it, that's fine. The Arts 
Endowment does a lot more of that 
creative, original work. And this is a real 
tension within the Arts Endowment; on 
the one hand they do things that no one 
takes exception to—support museums, 
send kids to the opera for the first time, 
introduce people to the symphony—they 
do look at work that's already been 
created, and nobody has any trouble with 
those projects, by and large. It's when 
[the Endowment] is supporting original 
people in the various arts that they run 
into trouble.

That's something this 
commission is going to have to deal with: 
how do we protect what everybody likes, 
namely, the support of culture as it exists, 
without hurting it by having it tied to 
stuff that is much more controversial? 
Some of the arguments when the 
Endowments were being established— 
which was only about 25 years ago— 
were along the lines of: "We don't want to 
be supporting people who are talking about 
things as critical as love and sex. Those things 
are personal, controversial and provocative 
and that's not the governments business." 
People were saying: " We can be persuaded 
that it's the government's business to support 
a museum oralibraiy. We're not sure it's the 

(cont on next page)
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Art and Politico.............. .
government's business to support a writer." 
And we're going to have to sift through 
those kinds of arguments to figure out 
how we can help keep the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Because, the 
truth is, if we can't find a way of muting 
or calming all the criticism, it going to be 
down the tubes. From what I can gather, 
this is the worst crisis the NEA has ever 
faced. There are enough people in 
Congress who say: "We've got better 
things to do with that money than have 
our constituents write us WO letters a 
week asking 'Why are we giving money 
to anti-Christian, un-American, obscene 
forces?"' Congressmen are reading their 
mail on this. If I can help keep the Arts 
Endowment on an even keel, without it 
getting hurt by this, that's what I'm going 
to try to do. But we're going to have to 
make a lot of distinctions.

Do you think, then, that the National
Endowment for the Arts will simply
become an entity that funds museums
and symphonies, but will no longer
support artists?

I don't...no. I think that the goal 
is to draw up guidelines so that artists can 
still be supported without having the kind 
of firestorm that's come out in the last 
year. And that may mean that the Arts 
Endowment has to be more cautious than 
some people would like it to be—^that 
maybe it has to be more cautious with the 
taxpayer's money than a private 
foundation is with its own money.

Do you think, then, that the National
Endowment for the Arts will simply
become an entity that funds museums
and symphonies, but will no longer
support artist?

I don't know... no. I think that the goal is 
to draw up guidelines so that artists can 
stillbe supported without having the kind 
of firestorm that's come our in the last 
year. And that may mean that the arts 
Endowment has to be more cautious than 
some people would like it to be— that 
maybe it has to be more cautious with the 
taxpayers' money than a private 
foundation is with its own money.

So it's a very distinct fwssibility that artists

like Mapplethorpe and 
Serranos will not get funding?

Oh, it's a quite distinct possibility. Sure.

You've seen the work of Mapplethorpe?

Yes.

On a personal level— not as an
administrator or member of this
committee— how do vou feel about his
work?

The difficulty is that Mapplethorpe's 
photos are exquisitely done. Absolutely 
beautiful. Technically, simply superb. 
But a case could be made that some of 
them are obscene. Now the head of the 
arts Endowment seems to have wanted to 
say that obscenity can't be art, and that art 
can't be obscene. I think that the whole 
situation is a lot more tangled than that. I 
think Aristophanes is obscene sometimes; 
I think it's art. So, 1 don't have an easy 
answer for this. I think something can be 
both artistically meritorious and obscene; 
that doesn't say whether it should be 
funded or not. I don't know if there's an 
easy answer. That's going to make this 
committee's work a lot harder, and 
provide a lot more interesting questions. 
What do you do with something like 
Mapplethorpe, that is beautiful, and is 
artistic, and may well be really obscene? I 
can imagine art— true art— that's very 
offensive— even racist, sexist, 
homophobic. I can certainly imagine art 
that's true art and that's anti-Catholic or 
anti-Christian. The question is not, "How 
do we separate these things?" but rather, 
"What does an endowment that supports 
the arts do when it's faced with that kind 
of art?" Does it use the money of 
Christians and Jews, and gays, and blacks 
to support it, or does it say, "Yes, it's art, 
yes it's meritorious but we won't fund 
it?" I don't know yet how we're going to 
handle that.

Surely you've read in the Santa Fe papers
that many artist's groups in Santa Fe are
outraged at your appointment. 1 think
one of their concerns is that the members
of the committee won't be accessible to
artists. Do vou feel that, as a member of
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the committee, it's vour job to listen to
artists, or that it's your job to be an
administrator, and simply draw up
guidelines?

From what I've been told, most of the 
committee members are arts 
administrators of some type; so I don't 
think there's any doubt that the arts 
community qua community, will have 
people listening. But I do not see myself 
representing any community, 
constituency, interest group, or faction in 
this matter. Besides, there's no such thing 
as the artistic community that speaks with 
one voice; it's as diverse as the world as a 
whole.

I guess if I had to define my job, 
it would be to keep the National 
Endowment for the arts alive and healthy, 
and at the me time have a respect for the 
feelings of Americans, taken as a whole, 
including both the artistic and non-artistic 
communities. What that will come out to 
be in practice, I don't know yet.



£I

A(s/rA PiS Ca/^ pi/5 - ^7^2 K-err^-v

II K (£ K



May 11.1990 The Mooiv 15

The following has been excerpt from the Aids questionnaire distributed earlier this year. The information gained was 
completely anonymous and was used to compile information for an AIDS education program for Spring 1990. Class, gender, 
number of responses, responses appear the question. The full responses to the survey are available on reserve in The Peterson 

library, bulletin boards in the Student Center, ESL, and Kathy Mizrahi's office.

Freshman Men-17 
Sophomore Men= 16 
Junior Men= 8 

Senior Men= 17 
Total Men 57

Freshmen Women= 15 
Sophomore Women= 29 
Junior Women= 10 

Senior Women= 12 
Total Women 66

1. What is AIDS?
a) a bacteria
b) A virus

c) A fatal disease with a sudden onset and short duration
d) a gay person's disease

e) The final stage of HIV infection

FM(17) b=8 e=5 b,e=4 
FW(15)b=10 e=2 b,e=3 
SM(16) b=4 b,e=6 b,d,e=l c,d=l e=4 
SW(29) b=14 e=3 a,b,e=l b,e=9 b,c,d,e=l c,e=l 

JM(8) b=3 e=2 b,e=3 
JW(10)b=5 b,c,e=l b,e=3 e=l 

SM(17) a,bjd=l b=4 b,c=l b,c,e=2 b,e=4 e=5 
SW(12)b=2 b,c=9 e=l

Correct answer: e

Announcements

An interim student representative to 
the Boeu-d of Visitors and 
Governors is needed, to attend 
the meeting which will be held in 
July and will be an important one.

If you are interested, bring 
some sort of statement saying why 
would like to be representative, etc., 
to the Polity Council meeting 
which will be held Tuesday May 15 
at 4pm. 2 permanent representatives 
will be chosen eventually 
so this is in some sense a preliminary 
interested in
representing the students at 
board meetings on a more 
permanent basis.

- David McDonald
Secretary, Student Polity

Greg Brown has been requesting the inclusion of the 
following in
his "Life in the Big City," column for a while now. Although 
it is
not the Moon's policy to cater to sick individuals, I did want 
to reward Greg for all his hard work.- J.G.

From the classifieds section of The Austin Chronicle:

Cute West Texas Cowgirl wants to ride double with a pair of 
cowboys that match her birthday fantasy. Mom and Dad say 
ok, limo & champagne provided. A girl only turns 25 once. 
Cowboys should have manners, sense of humor, and know 
how to ride vdth boots and spurs. # 2617 P.O. Box 49066, 
Austin 78765
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You guessed it! This is the last issue of The Moon for this year. A yearbookish sort of issue, if you will; a fond 
farewell to the antics of the year, the departing Senior class, and the tranquil happiness of the Junior Class.

But, seriously... On Page 3, though I responded to Mr. Smith's letter, I once again neglected to state The Moon's 
editorial policy, (or, rather the fascist censorship policy I've been hearing so much about in the last few weeks.) Actually, I feel 
a bit embarrassed to state now, for the first time, what I consider the editorial policy to be- or at least what it's been this year. 
But- here goes: WE WILL PRINT ANYTHING- so long as it's signed, not poetry, not plagiarized, and in the case of articles the 
author is willing to be edited for spelling, length, etc. I don't know if it's true that we won't print things that are slanderous or 

irrelevant. We haven't really received anything slanderous enough to be rejectd, and anything that was bordering on 
irrelevent was anonymous. In fact, believe it or not, this year we have only refused 4 submissions: 1) an anonymous 5-page 

dialogue between Mr. T and Socrates, 2) an anonymous sentence commending The Film Society (nice try Ben), 3) an 
anon)rmous poem about shitting 4) Simon Bone's column.(which we didn't refuse to print, but refused to guarantee printing

in every issue, so he chose to print it elsewhere.)
I have never been in need of convincing that this school may need alternative forums for communication. I 

personally disliked Instance, not because it wasn't The Moon, but because I didn't find it entertaining. Had I been aware of 
what was to come, I think I might have kept my mouth shut (after all, there is a first time for everything). However, I hardly 

regret the bit of controversy that has surrounded Instance in Stance. It has instigated an examination of censorship, and if 
there has been some name calling, there have also been some thought-provoking statements a long the way.
I hope students will continue to write to/for/about The Moon next year when we will become a weekly paper. The 

Moon is striving for its own improvement, continuation, and support. The goal of The Moon is to provide a forum for student 
news, student interests, and student opinions. The question of whether alternative publication(s) are needed for poetry, 

humor, art etc, is not one that can be determined absolutely. It can only depend on those students, who seeing the need, will
create, nurture and sustain them.

Happy Reality, Happy Summer 
Julia Goldberg 

Santa Fe, May 1990
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