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The Dead Teach the Living
by Maty Welliver & Tollof Nelson

I say you should ad-dress a Cat 
But always keep in mind that he 

Resents familiarity 
I bow, and taking off my hat, 
address him in this form ;0 Cat I 

-T.S. Eliot

Many of the new experiences we encounter at the college 
bring about a sense of worry and wonder; the cat dissections 
in Freshman Lab are no exception. In anticipation of appre
hensive reactions, Hans von Briesen Jr. Director of Laborato
ries, has annually sent out a brief newsletter to notify students 
how the cats are acquired and killed, and how the faculty in 
general feels about the dissection.

According to the newsletter, the source of embalmed cats, 
which we receive from the Nebraska Scientific Supply Com
pany, come from animal pounds where they are killed by 
lethal injection. It is estimated that in Santa Fe alone, 50-60 
percent of all the animals placed in animal shelters are killed 
due to sickness which arises from being caged for long periods 
of time.

Although the death of the cats is not necessitated by St. 
John's dissection labs, students and tutors question the place 
of dissection in the observational biology laboratory. For 
several years, students viewed human cadavers at the Depart
ment of Biology of the Lfniversity of New Mexico, in addition 
to dissecting, cats and salamanders. One student writes, “Ifeel 
more alive and am conscious of more of life's details because of that 
day."

Dissection in the lab poses questions concerning the differ
ences between death and life. "One of the questionsthat I have is, 
what is the relationship of learning to something that is living- is it 
more challenging to learn about something that is living and moving 
and functioning?" asks first-year lab tutor Telegar Satish.

Mr. von Briesen's explanatory letter instead urges the living 
to learn from the dead. He concludes with a motto shared by 
tutor George Aigla, " Mortui deceant vives." (Let the dead 
teach the living) He adds,
"The most beautiful dissections I have seen rrmnifest and inspire 
respect for, rather than a callous disregard for, life and death."

Dr. Leon R. Kass, author of Toward a More Natural Sci
ence. notes two approaches to scientific dissection. One 
places the student at an objective distance and the other 
involves the student directly in a self-^ware study of the 
whole body.
"The powerful scientific way of analysis would in fact and in 
thought dissolve the whole (cadaver), and with it those original 
"unscientific"-indeed natural- repugnances. And yet, those initial 
reactions and thoughts strike me as sound. For the body- even the 
dead body, the mortal remains of a singular... being- is more than 
science can say." *

One freshman laboratory class discussed their reactions to 
cat dissection and demonstrated Kass' two approaches. MiUl- 
cent Roberts '93 said, "The reading we had done just previous to 
the cats (Portmann) was really into the outward, physical, living 
beauty of the animal and at first that struck me as just so absurd... 
to pull this cat out of the bag... I thought it was really horrible to look 
at it. And then, gradually I would look at the insides and see how 
interesting and beautiful it zoos... and that magnified my reverence 
forthecatasa living thing- how beautiful it must be when it works 
and moves.."

Others, like Diana Rempe, '93, said that "... there was such 
an overwhelming repulsion to the dissection that the only way to 
deal with it was through humor." Yet, while the humor makes 
the dissections easier to approach, it promotes disregard for 
learning from and identifying with the cat.

On the opposite side, representing Kass' "powerful scien
tific way of analysis, Joslyn Moellering reflected about what 
it means to be scientific, "It's when you divorce yourself, and I'm 
not saying harden yourself, just divorce yourself, and take an 
objective outlook. Don't be a slasher- do it with some respect for the 
thingyou're workingmth. You can respect it and appreciate it, but 
you don't have to get really emotional."
* Dr. Leon R. Kass, Towards a More Natural Science page 278.

" A cat has arrived, 
interrupting my ruirrative.
It is a stripal yellow 
tom with white chest and 
paws. He has long whiskers 
and yellow eyes. J never 
noticed before that cats had whiske 
rs above their eyes;
is that normal? There is no way to tell."

-Ursula Le Guin 
"Schrodinger's Cat"



Letters to the Editor . ..
Banquet this

To the editors:
The proposal of having a student-run 

banquet here at St. John's for the purpose 
of raising money for the college is, 1 think, 
a good idea. The school needs money, 
and a benefit is a good way to get it. 
However, the suppositions that such a 
benefit will serve the purpose of "...get
ting people from Santa Fe more involved 
with St. John's" or "stimidate a working 
relationship between the Santa Fe com
munity ^d St. John's" is- if I may be 
blimt- a bunch of naive crap.

There is a wide-spread belief here at St. 
John's that Santa Fe is a city composed 
only of the upper class. This is because St. 
John's is located in the more expensive 
eastside of Santa Fe and because Johnnies, 
when they do get off-campus, tend to 
flock to the Plaza or other upper class 
areas of town. Further, the Swta Feans 
that do come up to St.John's are generally 
of the upper class, since only they have 
the time, inclination, and budget to take 
part in the activities we provide here.

However, as in most p^s of the world, 
Santa Fe is composed primarily of the 
lowerclass. Those are the people that live 
in the ragged, crowded housing of Santa 
re's westside, or in the clots of apart
ments further south. These are the people 
who are too busy caring for their families 
or working their jobs to come jogging up 
Camino Cruz Blanca and are too poor to 
go shopping in the Plaza. These are the 
people rarely seen by Johnnies and, when 
they are, are generally regarded as 
"quaint," these people are real and these 
people lead real lives.

s face it. St. John's does not prepare 
one for real life. Many readers are now, 
sophistically, asking, "But what is a real 
life?" A real life is where you have to 
work for a living. A real life is where you 
worry about having enough money for 
food cmd rent. A real life is where your car 
gets repossessed oris always brok^down 
anyway. A real life is where your kids are 
hungry and haven't been to the dentist in 
five years, and where you blame yourself 
for not being a good enough parent. But 
a real life is also where you wash your 
dishes and -outside the window- listen to 
the songs of crickets chirping, children 
playing in the school yard, emd the wind

rustling the trees. It is where you are 
content, where you love life, and that is 
enough.

Most people at St. John's do not xmder- 
stand tWs. St. John's is a resort for those 
who don't have to have a real life, and 
have nothing better to do than contem
plate what it means to be "thinking about 
thinking about thinking." Many are now 
asking, "Well, if that's what you think, 
then why are you here?" Please, don't 
detract from the issue. Don't undermine 
what I am saying with sophistry. I'm here 
because the issues of virtue and knowl
edge fescinate me, and because I want to 
know the meaning to life and the truth 
behind death. But sometimes I feel that 
the poor, uneducated people of the world 
understand something I do not - that the 
only meaning to life is to live, and the 
truth behind death is something better 
left to the future. I have gotten a lot from 
St. John's. Freshman year taught me the 
value of morality, and Sophomore year 
has taught me to appreciate the impor
tance of love. But yet, when I find myself 
caring about the difference between a 
parabola and hyperbola or the structure 
of the circle of fifths or whether the theta is 
pronounced "th" or "t-huh," then I scare 
myself. I feel like I'm on a Carnival Fun 
Cruise in the Caribbean while, a few miles 
inland, children run through puddles of 
sewage half-naked and rotting cow's 
heads and beef tripe are sold at the mar
ket to a malnourished people.

Yes, I'm painting a picture larger than 
life. Yes, I am exaggerating. But my point 
is legitimate. Here- being in the United 
States, in Santa Fe, and at St. John's - we 
do not have to face the overbearing hard
ships that make up the lives of most of the 
peopleofthe world. Moreover, we do not 
have to face the fact that such people 
exist. And yet, they do exist-everywhere- 
and we owe them recognition, especially 
those in Santa Fe. The land that St. John's 
now occupies used to be a place where 
families could have picnics and look at 
the beauty of New Mexico from a star
tling vantage point. The rich were not 
robbed of this recreation, but the poor. 
This area was also once regarded as a 
sacred lemd by the Indians who once lived 
here. Their descendents remember this, 
and know how our campus and the con
dominiums of Los Miradores blaspheme 
the memories of those buried beneath us. 
These descendents are not the rich, but 
the poor. Further, we owe it to ourselves 
to recognize the poor, for they under

stand life in a way that we as "intellectu
als" tend to overlook. For, truly, we are 
all the same with all the same dreams, and 
whether we call it "love" or the "kingdom 
of heaven" or "thinking about thinking 
about thinking," we're all talking about 
the same thing. Some just say it more 
simply than others.

Again, I think the idea of a banquet as 
a fund raiser is a great idea, and I would 
never think of putting down Ben 
Gallison's chicken cordonbleu. But please 
don't presume that such an event will 
bring St. John's closer to the people of 
Santa Fe, since most of them could never 
afford a $35.00 dinner, and probably 
wouldn't give a damn anyway.

-Kere Lamphear *92

Bodie*
Alternative

Dear Julia and Sarah:
I've had it up to here (insert gesture) 

with the sexism issue- it seems that we are 
flogging a dead horse. I would like to 
suggest a solution to what has become an 
open, festering wound on the face of St. 
John's College-

Why don't Lori and Happy settle their 
differences in the ring- now I don't mean 
kick-boxing, full contact karate or spar
ring. I suggest something just a tad more 
refined, something elegant, something 
that two liberally educated adults might 
consent to-like mud-wrestling, or jello 
wrestling. It would be an excellent fun
draiser for the Junior class, as well as 
good, clean fun for the students. I im
plore Happy and Lori to accept this chal
lenge on behalf of their fellow students. 
Thank you for your support.

Hugs and Kisses,
Carey Bodenheimer- '91 (hopefully)

Get A Grip
To the editors:
To whoever wrote "FIGHTTHE POWER" 
on the wall of the FAB men's bathroom— 

You ARE the power, you college-edu
cated, upper-middle class, white, male, 
hipster, dumb-ass! You are exactly the
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kind of person Public Enemy points to as 
keeping down members of minority 
groups. Rest assm^ that Public Enemy 
doesn'tlikeyou;moreover,they are trying 
to convince millions of other people to 
dislike you as well.

If you are truly interested in creating a 
system of racial equality and social jus
tice, then get involved in the world (and 
political activities) around you, and work 
for positive change. And stop quoting the 
slogans of a militant, racist rap group 
with whom you certainly don't identify.

Matthew Kelty '92

Mural
Maddness

Dear Mr. Agresto,
My name is Chris La Bonte, I am a 

sophomorehereat St.John's. It has come 
to my attention that you want to replace 
the mural in front ofthe Great Hall, lhave 
never liked the mural, I still don't. But the 
mural should be kept.

The mural should not be kept out of 
respect for art, artist, or even past presi
dents. It should be kept simply because 
any money spent to remove it would be 
badly misus^ funds.

As a perspective when my parents and 
I came to visit we were both disappointed 
with the facilities. They said, "For 16,000 
dollars a year. It seems like they would 
take better care of the campus." Every 
day as I walk across campus I find one or 
two new things that need repair. This is 
the worst kept campus that I have ever 
seen. I don't know much money it will 
take to change the mural, it doesn't mat
ter. I feel that any money used to replace 
a piece of art instead of repair the campus 
would be misused. If you do not share the 
same opinion maybe you should take a 
walk around the college and look at it 
with a critical eye.

Chris La Bonte '92

All letters to the EkiUor are 
printed as they are received.

The authors are solely 
responsible for their content.

Save it or Trash it?
by Siofra Racher

"I don't understand how one president 
[former president Riccards], an employee 
of the college, can bind in perpetude, 
forcing it to view this mural every day," 
said president Agresto.

You may have noticed the newspaper 
clipping in Peterson about the saga of St. 
John's and the mural. The mural upstairs 
in Peterson, outside the Great Hall, de
picts the various cuJtural iirtluences of 
Santa Fe as they are born out ofthe mother 
Earth (in a rather odd looking way). At 
any rate, Agresto is under the impression 
that the majority of the college commu
nity dislikes or hates the mural for rea
sons ranging from artistic immaturity to 
obscenity. Agresto said, "The nunute I 
walked on this campus a tutor asked me 
'What are you going to do about the 
mural?"'

So in an attempt to do something about 
the mural Agresto approached the artist, 
Frederico Vigil, about putting it in stor
age, moving it, covering it, or replacing 
the mural. One of the ideas that Agresto 
and Vigil came up with was to take the 
current mural down or cover it and have 
Vigil paint another one in the new Meem 
Library.

Vigil referred to a "contract" he had 
with St. John's stating that the mural 
would never be removed, changed or 
covered vmtil Peterson fell down. Agresto 
said that Vigil offered to sell St. John's the 
"contract" in order to allow St. John's to 
do whatever they want with the mural. 
Agresto said, "We declined his generous 
offer." More recently, however. Vigil has 
explained that the "contract" was really a 
letter from former president Riccards — 
not a contract with the college.

When asked why he thought Riccards 
would have made such a binding deal 
with Vigil, Agresto responded by saying, 
"I guess it is because he is in the mural. 
Even though his jeans appear to be on 
backwards. ButapparentlyRiccardsmust 
have liked it." Agresto also said that he 
was "flabbergasted that we can not do 
anything with the mural. We change 
books on and off the program -but we are 
stuck with this murd. The Metropolitan

Museum of Art takes paintings down and 
puts them in storage - but we have to keep 
this mural up."

Agresto said that one student has come 
to see him in support of keeping the mural. 
The rest of the student responses have 
said it was "an eyesore," "ugly," and 
laughable."

Agresto does not think that his attempt 
to change the mural will hurt his ability to 
raise fimds in the Santa Feconununity. "I 
am tired of the breast-beating of the for
mer administration - always saying we 
don't do enough for the commimity. For 
a college of five hundred people we have 
an immense interaction with the commu
nity." Agresto then listed off about twenty 
things St. John's does for Santa Fe- from 
concerts to lectures to recycling to Search 
and Rescue. Agresto said he liked Santa 
Fe so much that he would "give the thing 
(the mural) to the town."
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THE PLAN

The story of the Waste Isolation Blot 
Bant (WIPP) begins before most of us 
were even bom. It begins, in fact, before 
the end of World War II, with the devel
opment of the atomic bomb.

One of the side effects of bomb pro
duction is that it creates a radioactive 
man-made element called plutonium. 
Even microscopicquantities of plutonium 
are carcinogenic, due to its radioactivity. 
Furthermore, it remains radioactive for 
about 240,000 years.

When the decision was made to in
clude nuclear weapons as part of the 
American defense program, a decision 
also had to be made about how we, as a 
nation, were going to deal with nuclear 
waste. A way to store waste in long-term 
isolation (for more than one hundred 
years) had to be foimd.

WIPP
The ecological consequences of per
manently burying tons of radioactive 
waste are potentially devastating. 
However, by pushing for an immedi
ate opening of WIPP, the Department 
of Energy (DOE) is ignoring serious 
threats to the safety of the dumpsite, 
and the surrounding area.

The EXDE's Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) and the supplement 
(SEIS) attempts to address the effects 
WIPP will have on the environment. 
According to their recommendation, 
the area will be safe from radioactive 
contamination.

Many xmknowm factors about the 
site have been glossed over, leaving 
open the potential for serous ecologi
cal dishubance. For instance, there is 
a large groimd water source directly 
above the disposal area. Nobody 
knows which direction the aquifer 
flows, nor how fast it flows, accu
rately. The DOE estimated that ra
dioactive slurry would not reach the 
Pecos River (15 miles away) during 
the 10,0(X) year control period. But 
the independent Scientists Review 
Panel at UNM estimated that the 
slurry could reach the river in less 
than 100 years, destroying a huge 
part of the lower Rio Grande ecosys
tem.

Another "assumed" piece of infor
mation is the stability of the rock sur-

Everything You Need
In 1957, a committee of the National 

Academy of Sciences concluded that "the 
most promising method of disposal of [highly 
radioactive] waste at thepresent timeseemsto 
be in salt deposits." Salt has many proper
ties that might make it valuable to storage 
of radioactive waste, such as its dryness, 
its ability to conduct heat well, and its 
tendencyto "creep" within its bed, which 
would allow it to cover exposed waste 
and seal it off from the environment.

Several sites were considered and re
jected for the WIPP site over the years. In 
1970 a salt mine in Lyons, Kansas was 
conditionally endorsed as a site for WIPP, 
but was abandoned in 1972 because it 
was imsuitable. The rejection of the Lyons 
site led the US Atomic Energy Commis
sion to seek sites elsewhere.

In 1979 the US Department Of Energy 
(DOE) announced plans to open WIPP at 
the Los Medanos site in southeastern New

Threats
rounding the waste area. The decom
posing hazardous wastes, including 
organic material, will generate gases. 
The potential that these gases will build 
up to a greater pressure than that of the 
surroxmding^rockis considerable. Also, 
the Salado Formation, the rock layer 
the disposal area is in, has a gas-per
meability 1000-10,000times lower than 
previously thought, resulting in a much 
quicker increase of pressure. The pres
sure may provide a driving mecha
nism for contaminated brine (salt wa
ter) to leave the supposedly 'bone dry" 
site.

The possibility of radioactive air 
reaching the surface is possible, from 
fracturing that occurs naturally, and 
from the strain on the rock by great 
pressures of gas below. Many drill 
holes from previous oil and mineral 
explorations, as well as from WIPP 
testing, further increase the potential 
for contaminated air to infiltrate the 
region of the living.

If WIPP isopen^ without exploring 
these threats, the potential for catastro
phe will be great. Enlargement of the 
contaminated area (from brine 
flows),destruction of waterways (from 
aquifer flows), and contaminated gas 
leakage (from fracturing and drill holes) 
are just some of the very real threats to 
ourselves and future generations, about 
12,0(X) of them.

•Ric Gaudet

Mexico, about250miles southeast of Santa 
Fe. The DOE plans for about six-and-a- 
half million cubic feet of waste to be bur
ied in a salt dome 2,150 feet below the 
ground. 6.3 million cubic feet of this 
waste is classified as " contact handled" 
waste, because it is sufficiently shielded 
by its container. The remaining 250,000 
cubic feet of waste is classified as " remote 
handled," — it must be moved by me
chanical means, and requires heavy 
shielding.

In 1980, President Carter directed the 
DOE to expand and diversify it's geologic 
investigation program before selecting a 
specific repository site; he also stated that 
WIPP should be cancelled, and he sent to 
Congress a proposal to rescind funds for 
WIPP. Congress did not act on this pro
posal; construction at Los Medanos be
gan in 1983, and the major construction 
was completed in 1988.

THE PROBLEMS

Many people, however, question 
WIPPs readiness. Citizens and experts 
from around the US are concerned about 
the safety of transportation routes and 
equipment, and local citizens worry about 
possible groxmd water contamination and 
the gasses which would be generated by 
decomposing waste.

Approximately 34,000 truckloads of 
waste ^m four sites over the U.S. will be 
brought to the WIPP site over the next 25 
years. However the DOE is fairly certain 
that ten sites will eventually dump there. 
Assuming all 10 sites dump at WIPP, 
these trucks will vise 12 interstate high
ways to travel through 23 states and over 
55 cities across the U.S. Santa Fe is one of 
these cities.

Yet there are many doubts concerning 
the safety of the trucks which will carry 
the waste, as well as doubts with respect 
to the chosen routes. The Nuclear Regu
latory Commission (NRC) passed the 
TRUPACTII (the containers designed to 
haul the waste) in less than half the nor
mal time span for approving waste con
tainers. After they were certified, the 
first TRUPACT II off the assembly line 
had over 70 welding flaws. In addition, 
the TRUPACT II has not been tested for a 
"crush" accident in which a truck is hit si
multaneously by two different vehicles 
from different directions. The DOE, how
ever, has stated that this is the kind of 
accident most likely to occur. The DOE 
has set 12 accidents over the 25 year pe-
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to Know About WIPP
ricxi as an acceptable level of error. In 
New Mexico trucks aiescheduledto travel 
down 1-40 straight through Albuquer
que, and through Santa Fe on St. Francis 
Blvd. Incidentally, the intersection at St. 
Francis Blvd. and Cerillos Rd. has one of 
the highest accident rates in the state. 
Finally, some groups worry about con
stant low-level radiation exposure to 
people who live along the routes. The 
DOE admits that some radioactivity will 
be released from the containers, but says 
that it does not pose a danger to the 
public.

Even if the waste does make it safely to 
WIPP, there is still no guarantee that the 
waste will be completely safe once there. 
The doe's plans depend on salt sealing 
in the radioactive waste, since the drums 
which the waste is stored in will be either 
crushed or decomposing within a few 
decades. This plan relies on extreme 
dryness within the salt dome. Studies 
show that the dome at the Los Medanos 
site is, however, not dry at all; that there 
is a large amount of salt brine within the 
dome which could itself become radioac
tive. Also, the decomposing materials 
will produce a radioactive gas that could 
then leak through fissures in the dome or 
through man-made shafts connecting the 
dome to the surface. Recently, Sandia 
National Laboratories in Albuquerque 
announced that gas generation rates might 
be 25-50 times higher than originally 
predicted. Moreover, the "creeping'' 
nature of salt, which made it so attractive 
as a waste repository, is in fact creating 
massive fissures within the salt bed. The 
DOE has said that these fissures would 
heal themselves, but in fact, with the 
added pressure of the decomposing waste, 
they probably will not. If radioactive salt 
brine were to escape through these fis
sures it could not only affect the source of 
southeastern New Mexico's drinking 
water, but could also contaminate the 
Pecos River, and in turn the Gulf of 
Mexico.

Another concern is that the DOE only 
plans to monitor the waste for several 
decades after burial. In fact, the DOE 
does not have the technology at all right 
now to remotely monitor the waste. After 
this, the DOE will abandon its station at 
the site. Several "release scenarios" are 
possible after this time pieriod, including 
drilling accidents and naturally-occurring 
geological shifting. Concerned citizens 
feel this indicates a disregard for future 
generations on the part of the American 
government.

THE POLITICS

Perhaps the greatest concern is what 
some citizen's groups perceive as the US 
government's dishonesty and ineptitude 
concerning WIPP. They cite as examples;

*In response to concern expressed by 
citizens, the EXDE promised the US Con
gress to build by-passes around six cities 
on the TRUPACTII truck routes, includ
ing Santa Fe. These by-passes have not 
been built, but the DOE wants to begin 
transpxjrtation right away.
The DOE has been describing the waste 

to be stored at WIPP as "low-level." When 
they say "low," however, what they mean 
is "not high." The waste at WIPP is not 
high-level, but neither is it low-level; it is 
in fact designated as "mid-level." Ac
cording to Daniel Gibson, member of the 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety, 
low-level waste can be buried in landfills 
and in more conventional ways. Says Mr. 
Gibson, "...the government would not be 
spending this much money on low-level 
waste." Many people see this as a deliber
ate misleading of the public.

*While the DOE is required to have an 
emergency system in case of accidents, it 
has shown reluctance to let the program 
be overseen by outside authorities. Com
munities along the WIPP routes report in
sufficient support from the DOE concern
ing emergency procedures and situations. 
According to Mr. Gibson, "Apparently the 
DOE has spent a couple of hundred thousand 
dollars on the program, but its not sufficient 
... it's really just a band-aid." The DOE has 
not provided local hospitals with the train
ing, special medicines, or supplies neces- 
saiy for treating victims of radiation acci
dents. The program for training emer
gency assistance personnel has been 
undersupplied. The DOE does not even 
plan to continue its training program for 
the full 25-year shipment period.

* On June 27th, 1989, IX5E Secretary 
James Watkins stated that WIPP would 
undergo a thorough review by the Na
tional Academy of Sciences and a "blue- 
ribbon" panel of "experts from industry, 
academia, and government." He went on 
to say that "the Department relies on insuf
ficient scientific evidence in making decisions 
arul developing public policy ... WIPP is a 
classic example of the crying need to re-estab
lish a well-aired and documented baseline of 
understanding... WIPP will only open when 
I and other key non-DOE reviewers are satis
fied." Witnesses report, however, that 
while speaking in Albuquerque the very

next evening, Watkins announced, "I love 
WIPP," and urged the crowd to join him 
in a cheer for WIPP. He went on to say, 
"We're going to get it open even sooner this 
way."

*WIPP has been touted as a way to rid 
America of the nuclear wastes that have 
been building up for years. Yet plans for 
WIPP call for two-thirds of the dome to be 
used in disposing of "waste generated 
betweenl990and2003." Critics see WIPP, 
then, not as a solution to America's nu- 
clecir stockpile problem, but as an excuse 
to produce plutonium (and bombs) for 
another thirteen years.
The Environmental Protection Agency 

standards to which all DOE reports refer 
were thrown out by the First Circuit 
Court of Appeals in 1987 because, among 
other things, they were not even safe 
enough to comply with the Qean Water 
Drinking Act. If WIPP opens before new 
safety standards can be written, the DOE 
will be left with outdated and unsafe 
operational guidelines.

‘Finally, many critics balk at the way 
the DOE is spending its money. The DOE 
has so far spent $770 million on WIPP, 
and projections for final costs are $2.2 
billion. Yet WIPP will in reality hold less 
than 1/lOth of 1% of America's existing 
nuclear waste. 81% of America's nuclear 
waste has been improperly — and dan
gerously — dispos^ of imderground, in 
pits, ponds, trenches, and cardboard 
boxes. The 1/lOth of 1% is stored above
ground in shielded containers where it 
can at least be watched, but the 81% is 
posing an immediate threat to the envi
ronment and to American citizens. Yet, 
the DOE has spent only $15 million clean
ing up these wastes.

In the end, critics of WIPP see it as little 
more than a publicity stunt to convince 
the public that something is being done 
about nuclear waste. This stunt, how
ever, is a dangerous one for the millions 
of people who could be affected.

-by Matt Kelly

Sources
U.S Department of Energy, Environ
mental Impact Statement (Executive 
Summary)— Waste Isolation Pilot Plant.
October, 1988
U.S. Department of Energy, Supplement 
to the EIS for WIPP. April 1988 
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety, 
Interview with Daniel Gibson, Member 
of CCNS Steering Committee
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Esperando: The Full Scoop
by Simon G. Bone

Over the past fortnight two linguistic 
question have been posed to me by nu
merous students, "nie first, what does 
NOWSORDOSECLORVM mean, seems 
to be the only knowledge vacuum 
remaining after they read my Instance in 
Stance column. The second, what is 
Esperanto, is apparently a feeble attempt 
to explain why they didn't come to the 
study group meeting.

Well, what is Esperemto? Conceived in 
1887, Esp>eranto is the only successful 
attempt at a universal language, "suc- 
cesful" meaning that presently about two 
million people worldwide know it well. 
It is the simplest language in the world, 
with phonetic spelling, regular grammar, 
vocabulary culled from the most widely 
spoken languages (read: Europeem ones) 
and a lack of the foibles such as gram
matical gender which plague natural lan
guages. Nouns end in o, adjectives a, 
adverbs e; thus rego is king, rega royal 
and rege royally, and so on.

Its inventor. Dr. L.L. Zamehof, is gen
erally represented in Esperanto literature 
as "a Polish oculist," although Poland 
was not to be found on the map in 1887. 
He was in fact a Russian Jew, deeply 
trotiMied by the fact that one needed to 
know four languages just to get to the 
othersideofWarsaw. His first solution to 
this language barrier was a possible re
vival of Greek or Latin as a lingua franca. 
St John's students in particular should 
understand why Zamenhof quickly 
dropped this idea. He started his interna
tional language in college, and after the 
first draft proved succesful, he spent a 
decade revising and improving it. Part of 
this refinement included the creation of a 
body of literature in the new tongue, in
cluding these lines from Zamenhof sown 
trandation of the Bible:

En la comenco Dio kreis la cielon kaj la teron. 
Kaj la tero estis senforma kaj dezerta, kaj 
mallumo estis super la abismo, kaj la spirito de 
Dio svebis super la akoo.

Finally, in 1887, it was ready, and 
Zamenhof published the first book on the 
language, inadvertently giving it its name 
with his silly pseudonym "Dr-o Espe
ranto," or Dr Hopeful.

Esperanto's success was immediate, 
and probably would have blossomed fur
ther had the twentieth century not rolled 
around. The two world wars were not 
exactly conducive to the peace and imder- 
standing Esperanto was supposed to 
endenger. "Unclejoe" Stalin at one point 
envisioned Esperanto as a possible world 
language after the inevitable universal 
class conflict. Unfortunately, "The Great
est Genuis Of All Time," as he liked to call 
himself, found learning Esperanto to be 
outside his grasp, so he had Zamenhof's 
son shot during the second world war. 
Adolf Hitler was no fan of Esperanto ei
ther, expecting as he did that the German 
language would follow the Third Reich 
into every comer of the globe.

Strange, then, that Esperanto has found 
some of its greatest support in nations 
known in recent years for intolerance or 
xenophobia. The so-cedled People's Re
public of China is a hotbed of Esperanto 
activity, and publishes a lot of colorful 
propaganda in the language. Bulgaria 
has the highest per-capita coxmt of Esper- 
antists, with around a quarter of its people 
familarwithit. What brings these hapless 
easterners into the Esperanto fold is the 
recognition that few outsiders speak their 
native tongues, and that they have plenty

"Always" is the horrendous new Ste
ven Spielbeig movie about Montana fire 
fighters; pilots who risk their lives to save 
the forests.

The best parts of "Always" are the ac
tion-filled fire-fighting scenes. These 
macho bastards flyright into thesmoke to 
unload their cargos of chemicals. There is 
really weird Peter Gabriel type music and 
normal Hollywood tension sounds which 
are heard during these scenes. Richard 
Dreyfuss plays the best, most daring pilot 
who returns to the war arms of his be
loved girlfriend, played by Holly Hunter. 
Dreyfuss dies quite early in the film and 
goes on to a quaint, cozy heaven. Audrey 
Hepburn makes an appearance after years 
of retirement to play a hostess who helps 
Dreyfuss to get acquainted; Audrey has 
gotten old and she picked a stupid role for

of neighbors with mutually unintelligible 
languages. Esperanto is also easy. 
Knowing a foreign language, especially a 
European one, is a key to success in China. 
Esperanto, which takes as little as one 
tenth the time needed to learn a natural 
language, fulfills this requirement.

In the United States, where Esperanto 
is not widely spoken, it has nonetheless a 
devout following. Idealism seems to be 
what brings most of its followers toward 
the language. An inordinate number of 
them are retired, although students are 
well represented. Excess in Esperanto- 
philia seems to be the nile among many 
American adherentsof theinterlanguage, 
and Esperanto gatherings often have an 
offputting Star-Trek-convention flavor. 
Fanatics go to great lengths to dress in 
green, the color of Esperanto, and make 
use of the green star, its symbol. Still, 
Esperanto has stood the test of a century, 
and supporters are keeping it a living 
language until a greater use can be fotmd 
for it.

Anyone who is interested in learning Espe
ranto, or more about it, should contact Simon 
Bone via Campus Mail

her return to acting; perhaps she needed 
the money. The movie drags on with 
Dreyfuss returning to earth as a ghost. 
His job is to make sure that his girlfiiend 
resumes her life and stops her pitifully 
overdone grieving. Jealousy becomes a 
factor when Hunter falls in love again, 
however, everything works out in a con
ventionally sentimental finish which left 
me nauseated.

This movie could have used a better 
script to go along with all the neat effects. 
The actors made the most of their shal
low, unrealistic roles but often the scenes 
were so syrupy and cliched that people in 
the audience would wince. The heroic, 
dramatic scenes got me pumped up and 
ready for more but unfortimately all that 
was left was crap. Ultimately, this film is 
a complete waste of time.

Don'f See if
-by Nick Parson
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TASTe PATROL
Bv Brian Walker &. Karen /Indrews

On a soft, warm sunny spring day, when it has been sunny 
long enough that all those nasty little patches of snow are melted 
and the ground is dry, on such a day it is truly one of Santa Fe's 
delights to drive northish on Bishop's Lodge Road to the Shidoni 
fovmdry and sculpture Gallery. It isn't far at all! Still, the 
succession of hills, small-and-winding stretches, and pasture
like patches makes you think you have left Santa Fe far behind! 
Shidoni owns several acres of lawn on which its sculptures are 
displayed. Some are very, very tall and massive, and really do 
require such a boimdless display area. Go sometimes, and plan 
to spend at least an hour viewing the sculptures outside, created 
by a variety of artists. There are two inside galleries, too: the 
foimdry itself, which has free, public bronze-pourings on Satur
day afternoons is most spectacular; the big gallery, near the 
entrance to the property, exhibits large pieces that require out- 
of-the-elements treatment. It was to an opening at this gallery 
that my associate and I went on a recent snowy evening.

The artist for whose work the reception was being held was 
Rachel Dutton. She is a very well recognized artist from 
California, where she has done numerous shows and received 
many awards. Her work is interesting, both visually and 
contextually. Apparently, Ms. Dutton's dreams spawned the 
sculptures of two-legged deer engaged in a variety of activities 
from dancing to fornicating to emerging from (or merging with) 
a background of sticks and tar. Ms. Dutton's emergences from 
nature, entitled "Thresholds," are not tedious and banal be
cause they are peut of the whole that her show describes. As we 
walked around the room sipping glass after glass of cheap wine, 
we were struck by an overwhelming sensation that Dionysus 
was there! Critic A, in fact, felt, but resisted the compulsion to 
break into spontaneous, erratic, Bacchic-heat dancing. Instead 
we approached the artist herself knowing she woid be as- 
toimd^ by our insight. When asked about the source of her 
sculpture, she demanded that, not only did the images come 
from her dreams, but also that our interpretations were sadly 
lacking because of their bias towards Western civilization.

What is the correct interpretation? It goes something like this: 
Rachel Dutton attempts to describe centuries-old, no, millions- 
old holistic truths about the world, viz., we are part of the world 
but not its masters; we are as much animals as the animals are; 
it is foolish for us to attempt any active supremacy over nature 
because, as time and Western civilization have proven, to do so 
only engenders unhappiness and strife! Please know that our 
expensive-Westem-educated selves were affronted, but we did 
not throw wine in her face or spit on her "The Mother of Rain,"

or even excuse ourselves to go potty. This artist is entitled to 
respect her dreams and her interpretations of them. Further
more, we recommend you see the show because her sculpture 
is very alive and stimulating. When we left, though, we n^ed 
cigarettes! This was a problem because I had to go back in and 
ask everyone for matches, but there were none to be found. I 
didn't get my cigarette until after the next show.

The next show was at the Carol Laroche gallery at 708 Canyon 
Road. Both Carol herself and Elizabeth Hahn were showing, 
but as we consumed glass after glass of red wine, we felt 
ourselves drawn towards the room where Ms. Laroche's work 
hangs. This is partially due to the fact that the wine was in there, 
but so was the door to the bathroom, and there were {jeople 
smoking in there. Ms. Laroche is a very talented pastel artist. 
Her images have a dream-like effect similar to Ms. Dutton's. 
They are reminiscent of Chagall's works, and the artist quitely 
admitted that his works influenced hers. Her style does have a 
very Southwestern flavor, but it is not overwhelming and does 
not detract from the ambiance of her works. We meet this artist, 
too, and she did not offend our sensibilities. In fact, she even 
claimed she likes Johnnies! Gasp!

The last show we saw is right in your own backyard, as it 
were, in the college gallery. The artist is Steve Modzelewski, 
and the husband of our very own Admissions counselor Mary 
Ann. The show is rather large and detailed. In the main part of 
the gallery are some small-scale works, including water colors, 
wood-cuts and drawings. Mr. Modzelewski is an excellent 
drawer, and his drawings demonstrate the large part of his 
talent. The wood-cuts are clean and very refreshing. Critic A 
says, especially when compared to his small watercolors. These 
last are not bad, by any means, but they tend to depict vast 
landscapes, which enterprise seems unworthy of so tdented a 
painter. The artist's strongest work, ironically, faces the dining 
room. These are his largest works, and they, too depict land
scapes. The difficulty with these large pieces (and by difficulty 
we mean half the fun) is deciding if the artist is looldng at a vast 
expairse and portraying it in a certain way, or if he is portraying 
the complexity of six square inches on the face of a boulder. In 
short, how close is Mr. Modzelewski to his work? Critic A, in
cidentally, sympathizes with his palette.

As we circulated, drinking glass after glass of wine. Critic B 
wished to yell Bravi Bravi Bravissimo! (fully aware that some 
may feel obliged to correct his grammar), especially considering 
what was here a few weeks ago.

Ciaol

The Moon — Page 7



Report from the Board
by Jeff Seidman

On January 19th and 20th, the Board of 
Visitors and Governors met in Annapo
lis. The meeting was uneventful, with 
two exceptions, one expected, one a stjr- 
prise to some.

Expected was the bad news: Students' 
total costs (tuition, room, board, etc.) will 
increase by 9.6% next year. This increase 
reflects the Board's desire to raise faculty 
salaries to the median level of the Fran
klin and Marshal group, a group of fifty 
colleges with which we compare our
selves. Currently, St. John's pays its fac
ulty less than any of these fifty schools.

In the face of continued low endow
ment and insufficient private giving, any 
increase in faculty salaries will have to 
come from increases in tuition. Thus, it is 
a general expected by the Board that 
tuition will continue to increase as much 
as or more than it did this year, at least for 
the next three or four years.

The Finance Committee, which recom
mended the 9.6% increase to the Board, 
discussed much greater increases- up to 
14%- in a meeting which was closed to all 
but Board members. They were per
suaded, however, by Caroline and John 
Christenson, the Directors of Financial 
Aid and Admissions in Annapolis, that if 
costs increased by more than 10%, the 
Aimapolis campus would be imable to fill 
its Freshman class.

Although the Board will not vote on the 
expenditure side of the budget until its 
April meeting, it plans then to increase 
the financial aid budget to compensate 
forthetuitionincrease. The Financial Aid 
office expects to grant more aid to stu
dents all ready on aid, and to grant aid to 
a higher percentage of the College. In 
President Agresto's words, "We're not 
going to let this cost increase squeeze 
anyone out of here." The aid increases 
may, however, include greater Guaran
teed Student Loans.

The Board hopes that the capital cam
paign which will be annoimced next year, 
will, in the next few years, raise endow
ment enough for tuition to stabilize. The 
capital campaign is different from our 
aimual giving campaigns, in that the 
money raised does not go toward meet
ing the needs of that year's budget, but 
toward permanent endowment. The 
yearly income from that endowment can 
then be used as a constant source for

annual budgets.
This brings me to the good, and sur

prising news, which comes from the Santa 
Fe Planning and Development Commit
tee, which, with its Aimapolis coimter- 
part, will recommend to the Board how 
the capital campaign should be run, and 
how the money raised should be used. 
The Committee reported to the Board its 
consensus that in the upcoming campaign, 
capital gifts not specifically designated 
for one campus or the other by the giver 
should be put into a corporate endow
ment for St. John's as a whole. The annual 
income from this endowment would be 
distributed according to need among the 
annual budgets of the Annapolis and 
Santa Fe campuses. The Annapolis Plan
ing and Development Committee has not 
yet voted on this proposal, but they have 
been described as "strongly sympathetic" 
to the idea. Some members of the Santa Fe 
committee, including the chair, feel that if 
fundraising is done for a California cam
pus, that money too should go into the 
corporate endowment of the whole Col
lege. The committee is, however, divided 
on this issue.

The Santa Fe Planning Committee's

by Christine Drake

In light of recent highs of student/ 
teacher ratio and tuition, some writing on 
the cost of a St. John's education is in 
order. The cost of tuition pays for instruc
tion, academic support services and stu
dent services. At the undergraduate level, 
these funds come from an account called 
the Education and General fund, the total 
amount in the E&G fund is $6,899,762 of 
which $4,842,933, or around 70%, is paid 
in by students, the rest is made of Endow
ment (12%), Private Gifts (9%) Federal 
funds and monies from the National En
dowment for the Humanities (6%) and 
State fimds (1%).

A {xiint commonly raised concerning 
tuition is that, expensive as it, the stu
dent/ tutorratiosarestillbiggerthan those 
mentioned in the catalogue. Yet Brian 
Valentine, ST. John's treasurer ironically 
points out that the main reason more 
tutors weren't hired this year was due to 
the concerns over resultant tuition in
creases.

proposal, if adopted by the Board (they 
will vote on it during their July meeting), 
would be a radical departure from the 
College's present arrangements. Cur
rently, each of the two campuses is sepa
rately endowed, but St. John's as a whole 
(i.e. as a corporation) has no significant 
endowment. Annapolis' endowment, 
around $24 million, is more than twice 
Santa Fe's (about $9 million).

Because the income from Annapolis' 
endowment cannot be used to meet the 
budgetary needs of Santa Fe, a disparity 
has arisen in the salaries of Annapolis and 
Santa Fe tutors. In an effort to keep this 
disparity to a minimum, the board has 
kept Annapolis tutors' salaries artificially 
low - less than Annapolis can afford to 
pay. A corporate endowment would, for 
practical purposes, equalize the resources 
of the two campuses by disproportion
ately supplementing the annual income 
of the poorer campus. This would allow 
the college to pay faculty on both cam
puses as much as the college as a whole 
could afford. This would certainly be 
good news for Santa Fe and, indirectly, 
for Annapolis.

Another thought on campus is that fees 
are high because of exorbitant mainte
nance costs. this is not the case. While Mr. 
Valentine feels Johnnies could be the 
messiest college students he's seen, the 
school spends well below an average 
amount of money on maintenance. He 
added that this wasn't because the cam
pus doesn't need the work.

While bumping up the student/tutor 
ratio yet further, the large January Fresh
man class does help the budget to some 
degree, this fall only 366 out of 380 ex
pected freshman arrived, causing some
thing of a strain on the system. The large 
J.F., class has alleviated this burden to 
some degree.

The bottom line seems to be that the 
high student/tutor ratio and the large 
J.F., class are a burden to the campus as a 
whole, however these burdens keep tui
tion from being worse than they are. This 
is a yoimg campus and therefore endow
ment and gifts can not offset costs to the 
degree that they cem at an older, more es
tablished school.

Notes on Tuition & Budget
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Life in the Big City
He's still at it:
Vice- President Dan Quayle was quoted 
in The Washingt Post as saying: 'Tvebeen 
blessed with wonderful parents and a 
wonderful family, and I am proud of my 
family. Anybody tons to their family. I 
have a very good family. I'm very fortu
nate to have a very good family. I believe 
very strongly in the family. It's one of the 
things we have in our platform to talk 
about."
Taking care of Bidness:
Also in the “Post:" recently was this item: 
in 1987U.S. Customs Service agents broke 
into a General Accounting Office office to 
steal a report of an investigation of abuses 
in the Customs Service.

Ellis Milan, president of the Retail 
Tobacco Distributors of America, quoted 
in Smokeshop Magazine: "President 
George Bush olten talks of 1,000 points of 
light. I'dliketoBUnkthosepointsoflight 
are conung Btxn the glowing end of ci
gars, cigarettes, and pipes across the 
country, and S3anbolize the cornerstone 
of this nation* tobacco."

On the caver of the Institute of Elec
tronics and Electronic Engineers' maga- 
zineSpectrum:Special Report-The Threat 
of Peaco: How disarmament could affect 
)obs and the economy, industry, R&D,

education, and the war on drugs and ter
rorism, and what's being done about it.

DM Institute for Canine Therapy in 
San Lobo, California, claims that DM (dog 
medication) will cure dogs of "unsightly 
sniffing urges" "humping," and "hydrant 
sharing." "With DM, your loving friend 
will always be there to fetch your cosmic 
bone."

S&B Shokuhin of Japan markets a gum 
that can analyze the chewers' stress level, 
by turning green if the saliva is too acidic.

The Department of the Air Force con
tracted with the Litton Industries to build 
173-$421,000 fax machines, rejecting 
Magnavox $15,000 machines. The Mag- 
navox machines differed only in trans
mitting newspaper-quality rather than 
magazine- quality pages.

Big-City-Small Thinkers:
The Hiunane Society reports that the Is
raeli Army uses dogs with explosives 
strapped to their baclu "to chase guerril
las into tunnels, where the explosives are 
detonated by remote control."

In Flossmoor, a pxjsh Chicago suburb, 
it is illegal to park a pickup truck in one's 
own driveway.

Secretary of Commerce Robert 
Mosbacher has designated one door of

his buUding as for use only by him and 
specially designated VIPs. Two employ
ees in the office next to the door are not 
permitted to walk out of their office for 
any reason when the door is scheduled 
for use.

The San Francisco Gift Co. in Canada 
sells a sponge bat called the "Wife 
Wacker" for $2.00.

Ronald McQanahan, VI, was arrested 
recently when he tried to rob a Columbia, 
Mo., gun shop with a knife. He tried to 
open the electronic cash register by ran
domly pushing buttons, then became 
frustrated and tried to carry it away until 
the cord got caught, yanking him to the 
floor. An employee then approached with 
a shotgun, and McClanahan first lay still, 
then bolted, yelling, "Go ahead and shoot 
me," but then tried to lug the cash register 
out again. The drawer broke open when 
he dropped it to flee, so he stopped to get 
some money. As he finally ran for the 
exit, gun-toting employees stopped him. 
When the police cirriv^, they had to pry 
the money from his fingers.

This just in:
Remember, the only safe sex is Astral Sex.

-coTnpiMby Greg Brown
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HAPPY KITCHEN LOVES CHACHI
I

President Agresto has finally agreed to 
my ingenious plan for the fresco. The 
fresco will be covered up by a glorious 
work of art called The Romanceof Happy 
Kitchen. In it. Happy Kitchen is por
trayed on a hill spealdng to a great num
ber of people. In his hands he holds a 
flower and a dove, the signs of peace and 
new life. Then, bursting from both sides 
of the picture, an army of angry construc
tion workers led by Lori C/Dea and Kathy 
Lane bully their way through the crowd 
and shout calumnies up at the hill of love. 
A horrible war breaks out where more 
people than are there die. Then descend
ing from the sky Elvis Presley, The King, 
appears to all and attempts to makepeace. 
He awes all with miracles: Lunch Face 
turns into a giant cockroach, the Beatles 
get back together, Santa Claus fights Mike 
Tyson, Instance in Stance is shown to be 
the work of the anti-Christ and the pro
posed library is shown to actually be the 
sight for the new Blake's Lotta Burger. 
After the carnage is over a stray spitball 
takes Happy Kitchen's life. A procession 
of thousands sprinkle Happy Kitchen's 
remains over Santa Fe.

INTERVIEW WITH SUE SUE KNIGHT, 
THE ASSISTANT DEAN 
Lunch Face and I wait in the Assistant 
Dean's office for her, she is late. We take 
this opportunity to look at the attendance 
records. She comes in momentarily and 
says she has to nm a few errands. We 
feign annoyance and continue to doctor 
our absences. She returns.
H,L-Who is the worst student?
SS-There is a real competition for that po
sition.
H,L-Could the worst student be your 
favorite student?
SS-It's possible.
H- Have you noticed that I haven't been 
absent too much this semester?
SS-Yes
H,L-Who is the smartest tutor?
SS-1 don't know. They are all excellent in

their own ways.
H,L-There must be one that's a little 
smarter than the rest.
SS-No. I really don't think so.
H,L- If you wanted real wisdom who 
would you go to?
SS-1 don't think I would go to a human 
being; please don't print that.
H,L-If you were on a desert island, and 
you had to have one tutor with you in 
order to start a new school, who would it 
be?
SS- Probably David Bolotin.
H,L- Because he can hunt and fish well? 
SS- Because he has a type of intellectual 
honesty. It would kill two birds with one 
stone because I am fond of him.
H,L- Is he yoiu Valentine?
SS-1 don't have a Valentine.
H,L- If there was a war and you and Dean 
Carey were killed, who would take over 
the school?
SS- Probably Diane and Kathy.
H,L-It wouldn't be Happy Kitchen and 
Lunch Face?
SS-No.
H,L- Is it true that the mural in Peterson 
was done by the same man that did "Cafe 
Flesh"?
SS-1 don't think so.
H,L- Will "ice" replace "crack" as the 
drug of choice on the St. John's campus? 
SS- Probably, if it's popular.
H,L- Is it true that the new library will 
receive Playgirl?
SS-1 don't know. Should it? ( Happy 
Kitchen and Lunch look blankly at each 
other)
H,L- Do you believe in true love?
SS- Yes, I do.
H,L- On what basis?
SS- Beliefs don't have basis.
H,L- Then it's kind of like a belief in God. 
SS-1 think it's much more interesting. 
H,L- If you had to marry one of the men 
on the program, who would it be?
SS-It wouldn't be any of them. 
H,L-Would you even date one of them? 
SS- I suppose I would enjoy having a 
drink with Hume or going to a movie

with Wittgenstien.
H,L- Do you think Wittgenstein would 
order popcorn?
SS-1 don't know.
H,L- Do you think President Agresto will 
reinstate the paddle or the dimce cap as a 
form of disciplinary punishment?
SS-1 doubt it.
H,L- But he's thought about it?
SS- Mr. Agresto believes in the books. 
H,L- He doesn't believe in hitting stu
dents with books?
SS-No.
H,L-Is it true that you have an evil twin 
sister named To Fu?
SS- Yes. She lives in the cupboard of the 
meeting room and survives off of the 
blood of innocent soy beans.
H,L- Who is the tallest tutor?
SS- Mr. Van Husen.
H,L- How much taller is he than Mrs. 
Buchanhower?
SS-1 really don't know.
H,L- Why don't you come to any student 
parties?
SS-1 was at a constant party from the age 
of sixteen to thirty two.
H,L- Did you dance at parties?
SS-1 think dancing is surrogate sex 
H,L- Nietzsche said he wouldn't believe 
in a god that didn't dance. How do you 
respond?
SS-1 think he was talking about actual 
sex.
H,L- If you could quit your job and just go 
and do what you wanted, what would it 
be?
SS-1 think I would go live in the desert 
and have goat roasts.
H,L- One final question. What tutor has 
the best hair cut?
SS- I'm sorry I just don't notice that sort of 
thing.
H,L- Do you read the Happy Kitchen/ 
Lunch Face articles?
SS- Yes, all the time.
H,L- Do you think that those positions 
could become work study jobs in the fu
ture?
SS-1 think it would be a good idea.
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Alternative Interview
by James Papiano

With due respect to Happy Kitchen 
andhisfons, we thought that interviews 
of a more serious tone might be interest
ing. The idea of Who Are the People in 
Your Neighborhood Column was bom 
and Ms. Kerns graciously consented to 
chat with us. If this attempt fails blame it 
on your humble author, if it succeeds let 
us rejoice in His grace...

Though we had met before, I was barely 
acquainted with Lila Kerns. We talked in 
a room where I once lived on the first floor 
of Urania. I arrived promptly at four and 
immediately noticed some improvements 
she had made: A large mauve sheet hung 
as a drape emitting sunlight but cutting- 
off the view to Los Miradores. A lengthy 
quotation from Albert Camus was cray
oned in blue on the wall. Her standard- 
issue dorm chair appeared as an enig
matic objet d'art: Twenty or thirty 
Marlboro packs individually crashed and 
strewn on the seat obviously intended to 
serve as obscure home furnishings rather 
than a home-made cushion. I sat on a rag 
which was or resembled an animal skin 
and she remained with her legs crossed 
on her posh, immade bed. We began the 
interview.

Vnty did you come to St. John's?

"I had done a lot of classical studies. I 
took six years of Latin and some ancient 
Greek and loved them a lot. I had taken 
math and science every year so it seemed 
to me: Why not continue if it's something 
that works? It might be a pain in the neck 
having to do all this math but it can only 
better me.

I had planned to come to Santa Fe for my 
freshman year. My mother is from Texas 
and would spend her summers here and 
in Taos. She tried to persuade me. But 
Annapolis is about a half hour away from 
where I grew up and so I took my first 
year there.

How do you see the two campuses?

I think the students are the most different, 
their attention toward studying. I think 
they work harder. Though the whole 
atmosphere is more laid back. One good 
thing about Annapolis is that people have 
definite respect for the seminar; everyone 
dresses up. I mean that's in our manual.

I think it shows a respect for the books.

Your penchant for rap music precedes you. 
I've seen you in something of a frenzy when 
it's played.

I really love rap music. It makes me 
happy when I'm down— which isn't of
ten. I think it is about the most wonderful 
form of music we have in America to
day... and Tm happy to be a consumer of 
it.

Besides the Program, What else occupies your 
time?

I don't do much else. I don't read news
papers. Yet, my father sends me clip
pings of things he thinks are very impor
tant.

I find you very distracting. Where do you 
shop?

I shop all around. My mother buys a lot 
of clothes for me. I trust her taste. When 
I go home she has things lined up for me. 
Most of my clothes come from Laura 
Ashley. (She looks toward her open closet 
and my eyes follow her turning gaze. We 
both stare at a profusion of Ashley prints).

Are you a romantic? What about Romance? 
(one question)

Actually that is a topic I would like to talk 
about. I'm a member of a group called, 
S.A.A.S—Students Against All Sex. It all 
started as a response to S.A.C.S. We 
thought that was really cool but it was 
stiU missing because even with "non
casual sex" there are serious ramifica
tions.

We are meeting to talk about issues, lend 
support because there is a lot of pressure 
to have sex in college.

There is also a lot of desire to have sex.

Sure! Absolutely. None of us are devoid 
of desire. We've all had our fun. But on 
the other hand we want people to examine 
themselves. It's no great sin if you do 
want to have sex but think about it.... 
before...after. We just want people to 
think about it. We have all radifi^ our 
behavior.

Sex has a definite place. We're all for it.

Its perfect in marriage ar long term rela
tionships. The problem is people here 
who are involv^ in so called monoga
mous relationships and do not use 
substantial protection against diseases; 
they've been around before they got to
gether (at St.John's). A monogamous 
relationship is certainly not permanent in 
the social structure of SJC.

We're concerned that people have the 
feeling they're invincible, that this sort of 
thing can't touch them. But it can. We 
want people to watch it.... They're are so 
many young kids here, just out of high 
school who are on their own for the first 
time and need some guidance.

It sounds like you don't want others to make 
themistakesyou'veseenorcommittedyourself.

Absolutely. If not to me, then they've 
happened to my friends— or visa versa 
for them.

What do you think makes a man good to be 
around?

Kindness and a sense of humor.

What about SJC men?

They're are some very wonderful people 
here - male and female. Through SAAS 
we want to strip away the bullshit. We 
don't people to feel pressured. I mean, its 
a really good feeling to sleep alone.

What did you think of the Divine Comedy?

I thought it was it great read. My own 
visions of heaven and hell are so far 
removed from this that it is vqry difficult 
for me to take it all that seriously. It is 
truly the biggest work of fiction I've ever 
read.

I thought the devil was interesting.......
There he was frozen in ice...it made it all 
the more clear that God is the ultimate 
ruler.

Where will you go when you....

Whenlkicktheol'bucket? Well, I believe 
that good deeds are rewarded and no bad 
deed goes unexposed — ultimately. I 
think if you do craddy things to people 
while you are alive, its gonna come back 
to you in the after life. I think everything

The Moon -page 11



The Alternative Interview
is recorded, every good thing, every bad 
thing. I think there is an ultimate b^anc- 
ing out.

I believe in good things happening to 
good people. But people who go against 
the grain are gonna get it; we're talking 
deep trouble.

Do you mean an aberrant individual xvith 
great influence to do great harm, not the boy 
who commits adultery or steals a pearl

Boy.....That's not for me to judge. I really
don't feel comfortable sajong whether or 
not he's gonna get his dooda. I just think 
if you hurt people that's not a good thing. 
If you abuse people it's not a good thing. 
If you help people, that's a very good 
thing. It all comes around.

I think there are happy spirits out there 
and there are miserable spirits. People's 
behaviors are all a manifestation of what 
is going on internally, spiritually, inside 
of them. There is a definite balanca It is 
not as god awful as it is made to seem in 
the Inferno.

VJhen people heard I was to interview you 
they gave me questions to ask you. Someone 
wanted to know what kind of underwear you
choose for yourself. I guess.... frilly and
romantic or no nonsense or....

Who asked that? (laughing) I wear navy 
underwear from Calvin Klien and Chris- 
tan Dior. Its not particularly romantic but 
it is blue and it’s my favorite color. Actu
ally I wear very practical underwear 
because underneath all the romanticism 
there is a very practical girl.

Free HIV/AIDS Testing
1. County Health Clinic

605 Letrado 
827-3573 or -3560 

Monday and Thursdayl-3
2. AIDS Wellness Clinic

983-1822
Tuesday 10:30-1:30 pm 

Wednesday 7:30-10:30 am 
Counseling provided at both 

INFORMATION
Greg Brown, Matt Kelly, Kathy Lane 

AIDS Hotline:
1-800-342-AIDS 

1-800-344-SIDA (Spanish} 
lOSOO-AlDS-TTY (Deaf access)
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