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Kill Bill Volume 1: 3Blood, as Hell

Go Go
pPretty
insane.

Yugari is
darned

by Ian licCracken

Quentin Tarantino s desper—
ate, und;ing adoration o1 pop
culture would be a mighty
handicap in a less skilled
director s hands. His predi=-
lection 1or brutal carnage is
validated by his ability to
create scenes o1 unimaginable
violence that seduce without
desensitizing. With Kill Bill,
he delivers a 1ilm that is
virtually plot-iree, a col-
lage assembled 1rom stock
pieces o1 our collective movie
memory, and it s glorious.

The story 1is the simplest:
The Bride, or Black Iilamba,
plajyed by Uma Thurman, is a

L_oa) hh&k#MiEz*+ﬁ~

member o1 the Leadly Viper
sassination Squad,
ass-kicking women (and Budd,
a.k.a. Sidewinder, plajed by
ilichael lladsen, who take the
names 01 poisonous snakes,
headed by a man named Bill
(played b; Lavid Carradine
heard, but never seen in this
installment, . She, pregnant,
wants out o1 the gang at her
wedding, however, the rest o
the LiVa3 show up, kill the
wedding party, and beat the
living crap out ox her, aiter
which Bill shoots her in the

AS=
a group oi

head and leaves her ior dead.
Lo and behold, she survives,
albeit in a coma, 101 another

iour jears. She wakes up to

Kill Bill continued on page 8

Great Issues Lecture Review

by Wester Ye

In the middle o1 Long Week-

end, the T3K asuditorium was
packed to the gills with
Johnnies, ex-=Johnnies, and

interested annapolitans at the
amazing time o1 nine in the
morning. The lecture, by Jus-—
tice GSandra lay 0 Connor, was
entitled The JSupreme Court
and the Chaping o1 Law.
Justice 0O Connor started the
lecture by commenting on the
notion or judicial tyranny.
Judicial tyranny represents
8 clear example o1 the chal-
lenges that i1ace the Supreme
Court in its decisions that
inevitably shape the law ior
iuture generations. Tor Jus=-=

tice 0 Connor, judicial tyr-
ax?nj was the possible exten-—
Slon o1 judicial review (in
Which the GCupreme Court has

th}‘? power to strike down acts
9L the Executive and Legisla-

t}Ve branches as unconstitu-
tlonal, carried out to its
€xtreme case, and thereiore,

a situation that the GSupreme
Court had to be careiul o1
creating in 1its deliberations.

The lecture itseli con-
cerned the i1ascinating evolu-
tion o1 judicial review, which
Justice 0 Connor remarked, was
a power that no other country s
judicial sjystem has. In her
example, she portrajyed the
llexican and american judicial
systems as beginning with simi-
lar roots, but branching oii
with the american decision ox
Marbury vs. iadison. hlarbury
VS Madiéon, she maintained,
was the crucial case that gave
the CSupreme Court its explicit
powers to review through court
cases the constitutionalit; ox
acts by the other branches o1
government. At the same time;
however, Justice O Connor was
careiul to distinguish Dbetween
the american rorm o1 judicial
review, and the constitutional
courts o1 other nations (such
as the Constitutional Courts
01 civil-=law countries 1in IZu-
rope, . The Constitutional

Courts usually; have

a direct
hand in the political process
in countries such as Trance or
Germany, in vhich they may; di-

rectly advise the legislatures
01 those countries on the con=
stitutionality oi 1laws beiore
the; are even enacted. In ad-
dition, these courts are con-—

Sandra lay O Connor continued on page 7
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The Gadliy was created i1or
long weekend. Hali o1 the
Gadily stail was gone, but we
had iniormation vital to the
polity that we 1elt ought to
go out. This issue wasn t bud-
geted, however, S0 Wwe had to
make it sort oi cheaply. It
took a while, but it was kinda
iun.

Just to be clear, the Gadliy
has no airiliation whatsoever
with the Gadily. THe; arxe
completely dirierent.

I: jou wrote a letter orx
article to the Gadily; and don t
see it in the Gadliy, it s
because it was directed to that
other paper, or wasn t time-
sensitive. You will probably
see them in your vregularly
scheduled issue oi the Gad-
11y, next Tuesdaj.

We re sorry ii this low-bud-—
get production rails to thrill
you. We really wanted to print
some stuii, though. &t the
moment, however, we can t ex-—
actly remembexr why.
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Crosswoxrd
by Ian licCracken

One person 1in par-
ticular has gotten very

angr; at me 1or making
my crosswords too hard.
In orxder to gain this
person s 1orgiveness,
I have made this one
incredibly; easy.

This puzzle 1is dedi-
cated to Kelley
0 Lonnell.

ACYOSS

l. PRequirement i1or 4=across

4. Party staple

7. lleasures o1 resistance

8. llarriage words

9. llote the 1irst

10. Eskimo -house

12. The Captain and Tenille
were one

14. ot ou1

15. 4t the other end o1 the
rainbow i1rom UV

17. ILrunkard

20. PRelative by marriage

23. o sue !

24. ilen s garment

25. On a voyage

27. Yeller gqualiiier

28. Put on

Lown

l. Anachronistic jyou
2. 0ld-school radio band
3. Pressure meas.

4. Clay bakers

5. 01d name ior Tokjo
6. Slime

7. ot even

11. Strategy, game
13. Lubed up

16. Egyptian sun god
18. Portent

19. ilidaiternoon meal
20. 0.J. judge

21l. Zilch

22. Crumple

26. ______ sue me!

asva PR

ileno Ceminar Open To all

What 1is virtue?

Is virtue teachable?

How can I teach a kid math
by asking him questions?

In response to popular de-
mand, there will be an all
College CSeminar on the ileno.
This will be an opportunity
1or Treshmen who did not get
to suiriciently discuss the
ileno in their seminars, as well
as 1or all members or the pol-
ity who would like to re=visit
this timeless dialogue.

IT you will be attending,
Please sign up on the 5CI board
by the morning o1 the semi=-
nars.

€:30 pm
Wednesda;, October 22
iicLowell Hall

brought to jou by the Stu-
dent Committee on Instruction

Are Johnnies Teachable Without iileno?

by dark Ingham

Treshmen skipped the lleno
seminar! Can it be true?
Treshmen have told members o1
the SCI that some o1 their
seminar tutors had to sacri-
1ice something to Isabel, and
decided it would be lieno. (One
class was even told that it
was a Jjustiiied omission be-
cause the; would read it an;-
wa, 1n Language., Other tu-
tors made them combine their
ileno seminars with the 1last
reading o1 the 0d;sse;, in ac-—
cordance with the memo.

Other classes are one semi-
nar behind. One o1 the things
I love about this college 1is
the aiter-seminar discussions
with people i1rom other classes.
I am sad that some 1reshmen
are not getting this experi-

ence, also, are prospective
students showing up haveing
done the 'scheduled' reading,

onl; to discover that the; read
about Ljcurgus and Solon ior a
Gorgias seminar? Probabl;. To
remed,; the problematic situa=
tion o1 being a seminar be-
hind, some tutors have decided
to skip the Plutarch readings,
in order to come back to them
later. 4ire there not very good
Teasons 1o0r reading Plutarch
beiore Herodotus?

It is good 1or each tutorial

to ;. In

the tutorials it is very iruit-
1ul to have the i1reedom to
spend an extra class on Zuclid
3:16 or to i1igure out how much
tin has been used to corrupt
the king's crown o1 precious
ro,al 1lead. Too much o1 the
good o1 this community; 1is sac-—
riyiced, however, vwhen semi-
nars are given this 1ireedom.

01 course, we cannot chart
the course o1 a hurricane, nor
does a hurricane give us much
time to attend to all such
details. The tutors did no
have time to meet 10r long
Johnnie discussions about the
ver; best thing to do. Thexre
is not a quick and eas; answer
to how to make up 10r missed
seminars due to water or snow-
storm, but I reall; do hope
that we do better next time.
A simple memo saying that all
seminars will be doubled up
ma; have vworked okay 1or Jun=
iors, who got to spend the
night oir the storm in a double
dose o1 Paradise Lost. 4 more
careiul decision, however,
could have been made 1o0r the
1reshman jear readings. Per-
haps those classes that were
not able, or unwilling, to have
an exra seminar, could have
combine the 4aeschjylus semi-
nars=-any;thing but short-
shriit a reading as essential
to 5t. John's College as the
Lleno.

=

Meet uark Ingham.

Generally;, I commend the
eirorts o1 staii, 1aculty, and
administration 10r a genexrally
well coordinated reception 1orx
Isabel, and the cleanup ai-
terwards. although she wasn't
as scar,—looking as I was hop-
ing, she did make quite a mess
o1 our lawns. I know that it
is ver, eas; 10r the members
or any; polity; to voice com-—
plaints with the vision o1
hindsight.

I'evertheless, I hope that 11
there is a snowstorm this win-
ter that results 1in a 1lost
seminar, we can make a wiser
and more coordinated eiiort to
adjust the seminar readings.

N
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The Objectivist Question

by Webster Ye

The issue o1 whether or not
to charter a St. John s Objec-
tivist Club has been on the
agenda o1 the ILelegate Coun-
cil and the Polity i1or over a
month now. In this opinion
piece, I seek to lay out some
o1 the more occluded issues
that this issue o1 chartering
has brought up, as well as
explain my vote in the upcom-
ing Lelegate Council meeting
on Wednesday as a Paca-=Carroll
representative on this conten-
tious issue.

One oyl the
most commonly
mistaken notions
that seems to be
1loating around
the campus 1is
that the Lel-
egate Council
may; 1orbid a
club s existence
on campus. That
is maniitestly
untrue; the Lel-
egate Council
may only bestow
oii1icial recog-
nition upon a
club. The Lel-
egate Council
has only two ex=—
plicit powers in
this regard: it
may oriricially
recognicze a
club, thus giv=-
ing that club an oiricial sta-
tus within the pantheon ou
clubs at St. John s, and it
may give money to oiricially
recognized clubs that request
1unding i1rom the Lelegate Coun=-
cil. Yet, the Lelegate Coun-
cil also has two principal
directives, as stated in the
Lelegate Council Constitution:
as the assembl; o1 the Polity
representatives, the Lelegate
Council gives approval on be-
haly oir the Polity to an orga-
nization, and the Lelegate
Council represents the student
Polity; to the outside world
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as well as the College admin-
istration. The 1ollowing must
be made clear when debating
on whether or not a &St. John s
Objectivist Club should be

chartered: the Lelegate Coun-
cil cannot 1orbid the exist-
ence or operation or a St.

John s Objectivist Club, and
a S5t. John s Objectivist Club
may request iunding irom the
Student Committee on Instruc-—
tion (5CI,. The 3CI has a
standing 100 to give to study

groups, with the provision that
it may request more mone; irom
the Lelegate Council until the

Y

o

semester budget surplus is
exhausted (the amount avail-
able stands at around

3,000.00,.
The oiricial recognition oux

a St. John s Objectivist Club
is the main issue on the
agenda. In this, it was hoped

that the Lelegate Council would
activel; seek the opinion o
their constituents, and thereby
accuratel; represent the Pol=-
ity as whole. Lord Thomas
Burbridge, and I, acting as
the dorm vrepresentatives ior
Paca-Carroll, presented a Lorm
Perverendum, in which the 1i-

rtaction 1is ideologically; opposed...

nal dorm vote, out o1 a dorm
population o1 about 45 was 16
Yes votes 1o0r chartering the
Objectivist club, 20 ITo
votes, and 1 abstain. AS
such, I 1eel that I must accu-
ratel; represent my dorm s vote
by voting I'0 on this issue.
Yet, the closeness o1 the vote
leads me to the obvious con-
clusion that the Polity; 1is
split in its opinion. 4as such,
I 1eel that it is necessary to
1rind some solution to this
matter so that a little under
hali or my dorm is properly
represented in this matter.
It has re-
cently; come to
my attention
that there are
two principal
branches ou
Objectivism
led by two or=
ganizations:
the 4ayn PRand
Institute and
the Objectiv-
ist Center.
Both branches,
are to my un-=
trained ejyes,
are remark-
ably similaxr
in initial
language; they
both adherxre
primarily to
the works o1
Ayn PRand i1or
their philo-
sophical i1oundation. Yet, the
two branches has been in deep
ideological conilict members
01 the Objectivist Center are
proscribed by members oi the
ayn Pand Institute as 1alse
Objectivists and blacklisted
in any o1 their activities.
The two organizations system
o1 thought can be best explained
through their own words. The
aAyn Pand Institute states Ob-
jectivism is an integrated
system o1 thought that deiines
the abstract principles by
vwhich a man must think and act
ir he is to 1live the

live

proper to man. The Objectiv-
ist Center states Pand was a
passionate individualist. Che
wrote 1in praise o1 the men ol
unborrowed vision, who 1live
by the judgment o1 their own
minds, willing to stand alone
against tradition and popular
opinion. Based upon my oWwn
reading o1 the two organiza-
tions manirestos on their
websites (www.aynrand.org
(4RI, &
www.objectivistcenter.oxrg
(0.C.,,, I can only con-
clude that the AaAyn PRand
Institute seems to wish
to 1oster upon an indi-

vidual a pre-deiined
system o1 conduct that
states exactly; what a

person must think. The
Objectivist Centexr, on
the other hand, seems
to encourage a person s
ability to think, vwhich
seems to me a goal also
o1 the Great Books Cur-
riculum.

ilr. Laniel GSchwartszg,
an adherent o1 the Ayn
Pand Institute, has lead
the principle legisla-
tive eiiort to charterxr
a St. John s Objectiv-
ist Club. At the same
time, Ilr. Kyle Varner,
an adherent o1 the Ob-
Jectivist Centexr, has
also attempted to char-
ter a St. John s Objec—
tivist Club. The prin=
cipal diiierence, Dbased upon
statements I have heard, 1is
that ilr. Schwartz desires to
iniorm and spread his iac-
tion o1 Objectivism on cam-
pus. Mr. Schwartz s
organization s advice to col-
lege~bound adherents is to: To
Dbreserve one s mind intact
through a modern college edu-
cation is a test o1 courage
and endurance, but the battle
is worth it and the stakes are
the highest possible to man:
the survival oi reason. The
time spent in college is not
"asted i1 one knows how to use
the comprachicos mind- de-

stroyers against themselves.

I personally 1ind it quite
disturbing that the ayn Pand
Institute recommends that one
g0 to college in oxder to get
a college education vwhile keep-
ing your mind intact. This
seems to go against everything
the Great Books Curriculum 1is
supposed to do which 1s to
open jyour mind. Turthermore,
the Ayn Rand Institute sug-

raction
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gests that a college club s
purpose 1s secure iunding 1o0Y
its activities instead o1 ask-
ing 10r 1unds irom the Insti-
tute: You will be eligible

1or 1unding irom jyour school.
Every; dollar jou obtain i1rom
sour school instead o1 1rom

ARI is one more dollar ARI has
available to spend advancing
Objectivism.

The Objectivist Center,
which uir. Varner s ympathiczes
with, on the other hand states:
The Objectivist Center nei-
ther oiriciall; endorses, nor
attempts to control, the ac-
tivities oxr statements o1 1lo-

His version ox
the St. John s Charter seeks
only to provide an opportu-
nity 10or 1interested Polity
members to explore Objectiv-—
ism and its critics. Mr.
Varner is not concerned ior a
dogmatic interpretation ou
Objectivism, but rather a deep,
multi-viewpoint exploration oi
a philosophy, which I person=
ally believe to be in much more
in accordance with St. John s
tradition o1 &t St. John s,
books are not treated rever=—
entl; or digested whole; they
are dissected, mulled over,
interpreted, doubted, oiten
rejected, oirten accepted. They
sexrve to 1oster thinking, not
to dominate it.

As such, I appeal to my

cal clubs.

1rellow members o1 the Lel=
egate Council to not reject
the philosoph; o1 Objectiv-—

ism out o1 hand, but to work
together towards endorsing
Mr. Varner s proposed club,
which openly; stands 10r a non-—
dogmatic study; o1 a deeply
intriguing philosophy.
Lastly, 1 appeal to all mem-
bers or the Polity to reirrain
1rom uncivil conduct 1like the
10llowing message ulr. GSchwartz
posted to his club s website:
I'ext Wednesda,, during lunch,
I expect the Objectivist C(Club
charter to be voted down, with
something like 14 out o1 18

people voting no. It doesn t
seem there 1is any way to 1in-
i1luence the vote, even though
I have evidence o1 both dis-—

honesty by LC delegates and
that many oppose the club
merel;, because the;, do not want
to support Objectivism. I

ask everjone who can to come
to the Private Lining Room at
11:45 next Wednesda, to wit=
ness this atrocity. I also
appeal to ulr. Zpalding to main-
tain civil conduct in his ex-
pected reply. The entire point
o1 democracy; to me is to main-
tain a tone o1 toleration and
compromise; to degenerate into
accusations and hatred 1is a
terrible thing.

The Gadliy



doubtiul Charon even tried it
again.

Troy, being scientiiic about
the whole thing, decided +to
see how strong this wine was.
S50 aiter each dining hall-sized
glass he would never have taken
cups 1rom the dining hall he
%"‘_ wrote out the alphabet and
‘K ’ signed his signature. Over the
- course o1 several hours he i1in-
ished eight o1 these cups,

Epilogue

Troy missed his only Tresh-
man lab class o1 the jear. He
also missed Treshman chorus
and has jet to apologize to
Mr. May. He also can not drink
wine. The smell and taste are
completely lost on him. They
don t bring back ilashbacks,
but the; don t make him happy
either.

fef"‘

Unseen Consequences

bJ Michael ialone n?arlj Ath‘-‘ree ) quartbn Olrv 1lq- Grandma s recipe Tor writ- | Tro‘:j ”broke up Wlth. sharon.

Class Historian ; : ST trash bags over the jug, in uid, beiore his slurred speech ing success. actually, they never went out.

lass Pr "'dent’ eries ot the moopbhlne e case o1 explosion, and went | told him he should stop. His I thought it would make a bet-

Class Presi racturing community are very oase s ’01' oo | signature was oi11, and his . " L eas ter story i» thes did.
complicated and dangerous. Tar D€ Separate ’ alphabet was kinda iiiy. That drank during the school jear.

This 1is a warning t?c zﬁll oL more dangerous than anjone giddy é;iththey:ci.li;em:getielmen wes around mine o S loor . He woke up unaware o: an;j‘th}illlg

the na ve ireshmen ou ere. .ould be willing to put in his Grandma thoug iermen= 7 - -r- bad happening, but gquickly
. . v ¥ . B e e " : Sharon decided to leave. Ghe . R

Beware the unseen conb’e‘quenceﬂb not-dorm room. But among the tat10n~ploce‘bb u,:ould onl, tihi ; missed out on quite a show, realized irom the ‘,.-.vlne-colowd
or experiments. I guess ﬂ__lele numerous sites talking about 8@bout Lour "'felfb' V‘Comﬂpar; ‘ﬁt Troy got super drunk. He Stains that something béd haé
are some Dpa Ve Upperclassmen g, joy o1 hooch, there were a tg Jour average bt_Ole ,_ouf% ‘ blacked out but he didn t pass happened. When his hou§emate§
who could stand to hear this simple recipes ior a quaint Wwine that probably rots ior : out. Instead he did some crag, came in to check on him they
but 1‘t is more important ior little concoction b, the name gbogt ‘.z ,,'ea‘rbu. Clealild .Grgniﬁlz : things. a1l Tro, remembers showed him that in his I?I;]._I‘Ee
the Lreshmen. oi Grandma s loonshine Wine. knew what was up. Hrong S0 irom the time he started drink- he had taken another handirit=
umerous testimonials to the three ""'ee}»f unFll spring break ing to the time he woke up was iD8 sample. The alphabet was
wonderiul taste or this nec— Tro, and us. Stome rrequentl, throwing up ad thinking that +ull o Greek-like characters

41l o1 that misery. all ox
that pain. and there s a good
deal more than I can 1it into
this week s GALLTY. all oi that
horror i1rom one simple little
experiment to see how to make
moonshine, and how well it
could be done. and the worst
part o1 all. It would have been

cheaper to buy a bottle oz
My iriend, Troy names have D ;

not been changed to Protept tar o1 the gods, convinced checkgd on ﬂtheir littlg bundle it was certainl, & worse ex- and so manj were run together wine.
the innocent was at lunch with  ‘n.,. 5n4  gharon his super O Wine. Gas rormation was perience than hell would ever that it looked like Troj c_>1.nla'
his totally hot girliriend at hot girliriend at the time irurious. IouA could hear "the be. Troy threw up a lot that believed in an alphgbet ‘wlth
the time, charon Stome , eN™ 4y 4 tne; should give up on bubbles running up ‘the ?;dez night, and woke up with 36- <20-23 characters. Hls-sil%naf
jojing the tripe Bon APP?tlt the distillery and 1ocus on O+ the plastic JHE: Ins ead hour hangover, vwhich was cer— ture looked like the kind o
was trying to pass o1l as 100d L, . apparentl, simple and O+ the 1ecal odor surrounding tainl; worse because he neyey Ccrap jour iiamec will w.ant as
when he realized that, despite 4 93,;5us alternative. a still there was the actual ’ calligraphy on your wedding in=
being 23, he had never had smell or wine. and you thought vitations.
moonshine. Troy asked S0 o1l to the Store They Went nothing could go wrong.
Sharon is she had ever im- Several St. John s people
bibed the mysterious liquid by The ingredients were mixed tutors, graduates have gone on | candra lay O Connor, continued i1rom page 1
the name o1 moonshine, and she . =" .3 hce with Grandma s tO successiul careers in the ’ v ’
replied that she had not. ©So secret ratio which was damn wine-making world. Check the ,‘ . _ B o . )
Tro; decided that anything near certain to provide some alumni notes and jou 1l see cerped qnly with the consti- Harbury vs. 1;Jad1§on and the ‘Fhat the.bgprgme Cou.rt s 'abl}—
hillbillies do he can do, and quality product. GSince every- how Johnnies I admit that I ‘.cutlonallt;/ o1 l?‘v’-‘S and noth- roughl;,f. 60 year interval be- 1‘;,’; o1 Judlglal review 1is in
he sets o011 to make his own one knows how smart Grandma really dislike that word haye i }ng more. The GCupreme Court, tween it apd thg next lz?nd- dlrect conilict b}etween law and
moonshine. (Certainly mnot in is, wh, would anyone question &One on to win awards 1or thelir instead, does npt }}ave to act n;ark case.l.xlvolv1ng the Lred J..reedom. The GSupreme Cour@
his dormitory, o1 course,. her? i products, and other sorts ‘01 . the r'ole 91 1rireiighters re-= Scott decision;. . o is the only; truly un@emocratlc
T};e ingredients were put into things that making good wine Spondlng directly to the scene ‘ The process .01 judicial element o1 the Aamerican gov=-
Side Iote the spring water container but gets you. Tor Troy and Sharon, oL the blage 'f'.'hen conlropted rgv:.ew was a “curlous evolu- ernmentgl system. Yet, the
due to the gas produced by the it didn t seem possible 1io0Y by a constitutional gquestion. tion o1 the Supreme (‘Jﬂourt s Court is only organ o1 the
lloonshine 1or those o1 jou ceast, end irom iear o1 air— them to 1a8il. They had ;pstead, court cases must be power.. ‘The case o1 harbury governm.en.t to not on?.;.,r rule
not in the know is basically {)orne’ contaminants a latex Grandma s recipe, and liberal lirst vetted b;-;‘ the lowerxr Vs, Iugdl‘son was 1nconsequen= on decisions concerning the
homemade booze o1 questionable rubber glove was attached to arts education oi those same courts beiore the Supreme C01.1rt tial in regards to L\iarbur;,f§ 1ederal governmept and thg
salety, but unguestionable the mouth o. the container. expert wine craitsmen. But on iVen has the chance to decide 1ate, blhl‘t. the §econd hali oL sta‘ges, ‘?ut on a wlde.range oL
strength. It has more than a This was done around zour in that i1aterul Wednesday, the nhetl}er or not to “acoept a the FleCJ.s:Lon v.il"ltten by Chiex sgc?.al ‘1ssues (ranging irom
passing ramiliarity with the @iternmoon. arter semipar 48y beiore Spring Break, when gartlcula}* case. lloreover, Justice Johp lMlarshall proved glv:a.l rights to the degree ou
1745CaP. The Internet provided that evening the gas iorma- the; opened that jug, and took when the bupr.eme ‘Court‘ dec:.des to be one o1 the most poweriul involvement b(ie‘twe.en 1ederal and
Troy with unlimited access ., o ..o really noticeable. The that 1irst sip It was 1like On_‘ the constltutl-ona.llty 0or a precedents ever set by the statg agencies,. as s:uch,
to iniormation about making latex glove began to 1ill up, opening Pandora s box. . ?356,_ the vast majority oi T,he Court. Justice O Copnqr re= Just%kce 0 Connor maintained,
moonshine. It turns out that . 0 0414 watch iingers It tasted vaguel; like wine. gme}“lgan populace acceﬁpt its mar}ieq thgt nowherf: within the the Cupreme .Court must tread
hillbillies were a good deal e};tel‘;d. This concerned our One student thought it tasted Ceclslons bgcause the Supreme Copstltutlon, or its accompa- a garea.ul line between 1o0l-
more adamant about making booze ;i\ ooiq oung distillers who & little underdeveloped, as | c‘imit use;S_l#s power oi judi= nying A_men_cimfnts are f.‘ftpllclt lowing legal precedents ex-
out oi potatoes than Troy worried that & gas explosion though three weeks was a little , amal re.va.-ew.' spaljlngl;,r (gn ex— prova.s_:lons LOIt. 'c'he. c{upreme actl;,f. and creating new Dprece-
was ever going to be. You see, would be very messj. They de~ JOUDg 10T a wine. Troy thought. : sep € wfas brougk}.t up 1in th? Cgurt s po',:.'er o1 Judlc.lal re= dents.
stills the illegal distill= cided to place a couple o it tasted like death. It s ; Dinar that 1o0llowed o1 view. In ract, she maintained
, 7
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Kill Bill,

1ind the baby she was carry-—
ing gone, a metal plate in her
head, and a nurse named DBuck
pimping out her comatose bodj.

The rest o1 the plot is even

more uncomplicated. Black
ilamba writes down her Leath
List Tive, consisting o1 the
rest or the 1iVal and Bill.

Then she tracks them down and
kills them.

The movie is told in chap-
ter 1ormat, arranged out o
order in typical Tarantino
rashion. The 1irst chapter
is a battle to the death be-
tween The Bride and Vernita
Green, a.k.a. Copperhead,
plajed by Vivica aA. Tox. These
two beautiiul women engage 1in
a kung-iu knire 1ight, which
is brierly interrupted by the
arrival o1 Vernita Green s
rour=jear—old daughter at this
point the two women hide their
knives behind their backs and,
despite myriad evidences to the
contrary, pretend they are Jjust
having a grownup chat (appar-
ently;, the maxim no stabbing
in 1ront oi the children holds
true even 1in extreme cases,.
Black Iilamba wins, and care-—
1ully crosses Copperhead o1i
her Leath List with a llagic
uarker. We see the name O0-
Pen Ishii (Cottonmouth, al-
read; crossed o011, a killing
that ends up being the 1inale

or this installment o1 the
movie.
The childhood tale o1 O-=Ren

Ishii (played by Lucy Liu, is
related b; means o1 a breath-
taking anime segment. Had it
been told normally;, the 1ilm
would have garnered an 1IC-17
rating, due to the extraordi-
narily disturbing depiction oi
the murder o1 her parents be=
1ore her ejyes, and the impor-—
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tance o1 pedophilia to that

particular subplot.
Luring the 1our jyears that
The Bride was in a coma, O=Pen

Ishii worked her way up to head
or the Tokyo Yakuza, surround=
ing herseli with the protec-—
tion o1 a personal army, the
Crazy 88. Her personal bod; -
guard Go Go Yubari, played to
perrection by Chiaki Kurijyama,
is intensely disturbing, and
completely; 1insane.

The Bride 1lies to Okinawa,
vwhere she meets up with Hattori
Hanzo, last o1 the great katana
craitsmen, plajyed by Sonny
Chiba. He is done with making
tools 1o0r killing, but she
manages to persuade him by
iniorming him that she will
use the sword to kill Bill, a
1ormer student o1 Hanzo. Al=
ter a month, she 1is presented
with her custom-made sword in
an riveting scene: This my
1inest sword. Ii in your jour-

ney; you should encounter God,
God will Dbe cut.

The culmination o1 the 1ilm
is a twentj-minute 1ight se-

quence, brilliantly
which Black

shot, 1n
ilamba dispatches
the Craz; 88, Go Go, and O-Ren
Ishii at the House o1 Blue
Leaves, a Tokyo restaurant.
che leaves Cottonmouth s law-
sjer CSophie alive, sans limbs,
to tell Bill what happened.
and clirihanger.

The 1ilm is gleeiully seli=-
aware, a mixture o1 camp and
homage that transcends both:
Tarantino shows those o1 us
unamused by camp exactly; what
others 1ind so compelling, in
an homage that nonetheless
seems wholly his own. He
builds a grisly bloodiest out
01 B-movie conventions and
orithand pop=culture reierences

that somehow manages to be moxre
than the sum o1 1its parts.
Lespite the shallowness o1 the
archet ypical comic=book char-
acters, we end up genuinely
interested in their destinies.
Tarantino takes the trite and

makes it enthralling i1or the
cynical viewer. :
Though the plot 1is simple

and the characters shallow, the
1ilm 1is rich with visual de-
tail. A slightly cartoonish
alternate reality is created,
which allows the viewer to take
the ultraviolence at least a
little bit more in stride. In
Japan, everj one carries a samu-
rai sword. One o1 the 1LiVal,
Elle Lriver (a.k.a. Caliior-
nia Illountain GSnake, played by
larryl Hannah, wears an eje
patch that changes appropri-=
ate to her costume. The GChow=
down at the House o1 Blue Leaves
switches Dbetween color and
black=-and-white in a way that
maximizes both eiiect and ap-
preciation o1 the gruesomne
spectacle. One section or that
1ight 1is shot in a surpris-
ingly balletic silhouetted
kind oi kabuki, and is breath-
takingl; elegant.

You might call Kill Bill a
kind o1 metaiilm about why
schlock and gratuitous violence
are entertaining. The remark-
able dialogue that helped make
Pulp Fiction such a success
is nowhere to be i1ound a 1ull
third or so or the 1ilm is in
Japanese. It just doesn t
matter. Kill Bill is so se-—
ductively; shot, edited, and
periormed that its total sim-—
plicity is an asset. Its
clirrhanger ending is tanta-
lizing, making it diiricult to
wait 1or Volume 2, which comes
out in Tebruary; 2004.



