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Library Committee Seeks Student Input
by Lee Whiting and Sarah Maxweii

Perhaps you have heard the 
news, distant as it may seem, that 
St. John’s College is planning to 
build a new library. The library as 
planned ought to be completed two 
years hence, with a January 1991 
opening. This library’s realization 
will involve several stages of plan
ning, revision, and construction. At 
this moment, the college’s Library 
Steering Committee is In the 
process of selecting an architect 
who will work closely with the 
college community to meet its 
needs, design a building with those 
needs in mind, and follow-through 
by consulting the contractor who 
will actually build the building. It 
is hoped that ground-breaking will 
take place sometime next spring, 
perhaps by June 1989.

For any students who wish to 
follow the subject of the library’s 
planning as it unfolds, there is a 
document, revised frequently and 
compiled by Lisa Carey, Library 
Project Coordinator, kept in the 
Peterson Library and Kathy 
Mizrahi’s office. This document, it 
must be stressed, is a working copy 
and not by any means a final state
ment of the Steering Committee.
Its revision dejrends up)on student 
and faculty input. This is sug
gested reading for all those with 
fantastic ideas about the library.
By reading it, you may save your 
time and that of others.

In order to find out what the 
students’ needs are, the Library 
Steering Committee has empowered 
another committee, the Student 
Library Committee, to research 
student opinion regarding collec
tions, function, and design of the 
proposed library. The Student 
Library Committee recently con
ducted an opinion poll to which 
238 students responded. The pur
pose of the poll was two fold:

^ To provide preliminary 
Information for the structuring of 
an upcoming student interview/

by Steven Williamson

Well, for the first time in my life 
I’m going to chance it. I’m going to 
risk the title that I have so long 
avoided, “Militant Gay". Unfortu
nately all I need to do to accomplish 
this is to do what I have already 
done (l.e., make any kind of refer
ence to my sexual identity in 
public). It would be so much more 
rewarding to throw Molotov cock
tails at army jeeps, but such is not 
my lot.

Let me give you some back
ground as to what my motives could 
possibly be, what could possibly 
have driven me to identify myself as 
such an insidious enemy to society.
I went to Dachau four years ago. 
When I would have preferred to go 
out drinking and gawking at

questionnaire.
B) To provide an immediate 

answer to the Library Steering 
Committee regarding students’ 
desires for collection materials.

Many students stated that they 
would be willing to offer their time 
in a more in-depth interview. Many 
of these people will be contacted 
soon by Student Library Committee 
members. If there are any more 
available times, committee mem
bers will be glad to arrange an 
appointment with you. Members

continued on page 15

beautiful men, I realized to my 
dismay that homosexuals were 
among those who qualified to win 
exfjense paid trips to concentration 
camps during World War II, but 
whoever made the sculpture in 
front of the museum there included 
every colored triangle and every 
group except for the pink triangle — 
except for us.

My second reason for taking the 
stance which I am taking is that I 
went to a presentation on AIDS the 
other night, which was very clearly 
announced, very greatly publicised, 
and very poorly attended. Later, I 
realised why it was poorly attended, 
when I overheard various conversa
tions around the school — simply 
put we are still steeped in the 
language of us and them. Well,

continued on page 3

Silence Equals Death



Letters to the Editor
Happy and Glad
To the Ekhton

I would like to take this oppor
tunity to retract all that 1 said in an 
editorial which appeared in an 
earlier issue of this periodical with 
respect to food dlsgruntlement. 1 
would Just like everyone to know 
that I am no longer suffering from 
food dlsgruntlement and am now in 
fact happy and glad. And I’d also 
like to say a word or two of apology 
to Mr. Marriott, who has always 
done his best to make the Marriott 
Corporation a fine and upstanding 
business with a moral character as 
fine and upstanding as any in this 
land of ours. It’s a privilege to be 
served by an economic entity so fine 
and upstanding. And it makes me 
happy and sure that it would be no 
better were I to spend that $50.00 a 
week on groceries for myself. 1 am 
in fact quite sure that that wonder
ful conglomerate which, after all, 
buys food in bulk, is in fact saving 
me money. This makes me so 
happy and, well, glad that 1 really 
just don’t know what to say.

Thanks.
Nell Burton, ‘91
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Prank Response
To the Editor:

Last week, Mr. Carey chose this 
format to announce the 
administration’s new stand against 
the traditional Junior prank. 1 
understand the faculty’s concern 
over the unscheduled loss of a class 
day, particularly in regard to the lab 
program. This sentiment is cer
tainly shared by the students whose 
laboratory tutorials had to rush to 
finish their work last year. In fact, 
if the students had been consulted, 
they might very well have agreed to 
trade a prank for a long weekend. 
This disregard for student opinion

"This disregard for 
student opinion is 
disappointing."

is disappointing. Are we being 
judged Incompetent to contribute to 
a decision such as this when we are 
asked to discuss virtue, justice, 
truth, and beauty as mature, 
thoughtful Individuals? Clearly, 
polling student opinion would have 
been as efficacious as it would have 
easy.

1 do not question that having 
one prank before spring break as 
well as one afterwards can have an 
adverse effect on the synchronous 
progression of the lab program. The 
unscheduled loss of one day may 
very well be worse than the sched
uled loss of two, though 1 must say,
1 have been led to believe that a 
multiple is always greater than the 
unit of which it is composed. 
However, that may be, the fact is 
that classes have not been sched
uled around this long weekend with 
a great deal of forethought. As a 
lab assistant, 1 am puzzled by the 
fact that though there are six hours 
of work scheduled on the syllabus 
for next week, my class will have 
only four and one-half hours in 
which to cover that material. In

other words, we are being sched
uled to fall behind other classes, 
and I can only assume that the 
same will occur next spring. So 
much for the advantages of pre
scient scheduling.

Finally, it is Mr. Carey’s conten
tion that simply because Annapolis 
has no Junior prank, neither 
should we. What? Since when did 
Santa Fe desire to be a clone of its 
sister campus? By the same logic, 
if it may be so called, Annapolis 
should close its gymnasium, and we 
should reschedule our classes so 
that they last only one hour and ten 
minutes. This is no excuse for the 
recent administrative action and it 
is ridiculous to try to dupe us into 
believing so.

While there may be legitimate 
reasons to trade an unscheduled 
outburst of student enthusiasm for 
a scheduled weekend at home, 
there is no reason that the admini
stration could not have conferred 
with the students before announc
ing its decision; and there is good 
reason to believe that being able to 
schedule cancelled classes pro
duces no obvious advantage that 
applies to all tutorials equally.

Clinton Pittman '90 
As currently scheduled

Carmelite Monastery Chapel 
Hours
Open to public from 6:40 am - 
5:00 pm
Daily Mass - 7:15 am 
Singing and prayer by nuns: 
6:45, 11:00 am. 2:00, 4:30 pm 
The Chapel is the first building 
on the right on Mt. Carmel Rd 
(off Camino Monte Sol) and is 
a 15 minute walk from cam
pus. A nun is in the office 
during normal office hours.
publication requested by Ramona Denk

All letters to the Editor are 
printed as they are received.

The authors are solely 
responsible for their content.
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The Moon apologizes for omitting the last third of this article. The following is the 
article in entirety.

libraiy Committee Seeks Student Input

by Lee Whiting and Sarah Maxwell
Perhaps you have heard the news, distant as it may seem, that St. John's College is 

planning to build a new library. The library as plaimed ought to be completed two years 
hence, with a January 1991 opening. This library's realization will involve several 
stages of planning, revision, and construction. At this moment, the college's Library 
Steering Committee is in the process of selecting an architect who will work closely 
with the college community to meet Its needs, design a building with those needs in 
mind, and follow-through by consulting the contractor who will actually build the 
building. It is hoped that ground-breaking will take place sometime next spring, 
perhaps by June 1989.

For any students who wish to follow the subject of the library's planning as it 
unfolds, there is a document, revised frequently and compiled by Lisa Carey, Library 
Project Coordinator, kept in the Peterson Library and Kathy Mizrahi's office. This 
document, it must be stressed. Is a working copy and not by any means a final statement 
of the Steering Committee. Its revision depends upon student and faculty input. This is 
suggested reading for all those with fantastic ideas about the library. By reading It, you 
may save your time and that of others.

In order to find out what the students' needs are, the Library Steering Committee has 
empowered another committee, the Student Library Committee, to research student 
opinion regarding collections, function, and design of the proposed library. The 
Student Library Committee recently conducted an opinion poll to which 238 students 
responded. The purpose of the poll was two-fold:

A) To provide preliminary information for the structuring of an upcoming student 
Interview/questionnaire.

B) To provide an immediate answer to tiie Library Steering Committee regarding 
students' desires for collection materials.

Many students stated that they would be willing to offer their time in a more in- 
depth interview. Many of these people will be contacted soon by Student Library 
Committee members. If there are any more available times, committee members will 
be glad to arrange an appointment with you. Members are: Owen Jones, Sarah Maxwell, 
Luke Warren, Kelly Koepke, Richard Marks, Ron Kaplan, and Lee Whiting.

The answers to the questions asked regarding the collection were indecisive, 
whereas information gathered on the physical set-up of the library showed that 
students may prefer:

1) an even mix of study stations (carrels, tables, ea^ chairs , and sofas)
2) smaller rooms designated ■

3) security in the form of a souno^arm without a physical barrier

An interview with the college librarian, Mr. James Benefiel, brought forth the 
relative importance of this last (#3) result, security. Mr. Benefiel stated in a letter to 
this reporter,

” In the years of the Santa Fe campus, 58,826 volumes have been
processed for the shelves. We currently have 53,000 volumes (in round
numbers) on hand. The loss of over 5,000 volumes during the 3rears represents a 
significant deprivation of resources for the community, not to

mention loss of capital assets from the audit."
It Is clear that collection losses as substantial as these cannot continue. The cost of 

installing a security system in the libreiry will be recovered within a few short years. 
With a minimal budget of $ 15,000.00/year for all acquisitions, St. John's caimot afford 
to replace books taken from this common resource. The books most often taken from 
the collection are the better, more expensive editions. Some are out of print and 
irreplaceable. It is unfortunate that this community has lost its opportunity to have an 
open door policy at its own library, but the planners of this new home for our books



wish to stop it from continuing to be a five-fingered shopper's paradise. Libraiy cards 
will probably be issued to community members in order to establish identity, aid in 
book returns, and provide a ^stem for fines and replacement costs.

The quality of the new Saint John's College library depends upon the careful 
consideration and constructive Involvement of everyone in the college community. 
This applies particularly to students, who will make up the vast majority of the new 
library's users. Some years ago, when the Los Mlradores condominiums were planned, 
there was considerable bitterness because many segments of the community felt that 
their opinions and feelings were ignored. This campus has waited twenty years for a 
library; it is vital that the design of the new library satisfy your needs. Please get 
involved.



Last Temptation of Christ Is No Shocker
by Neil Burton

In case there are a few people 
unaware of this summer’s media 
spectacle of The Last Temptation of 
Christ. It is a movie directed by 
Martin Scorsese (Taxi Driver. After 
Hours! based upon a book by Nlkos 
Kazantzakls. Its subject Is Jesus 
Christ and its thrust is as a per
sonal mytho-poetic explanation of 
just what this man might have said 
and done to motivate so much 
history.

Now I hope no one is offended 
by my reference to Jesus as a man. 
It seems to me that that is the one 
thing of which we are all certain; 
that there was a man so called: the 
rest is ojjen to debate.

This Is not a great film. If one 
can consider the Jesus-movie 
genre, then The Greatest Story Ever 
Told by George Stevens with Max 
von Sydow is far superior. Perhaps 
it simply shows the signs of being 
released before the editing was 
finished, I don’t know. I do think 
that there’s more at fault, though. 
The soundtrack, for instance, is 
really bad. I guess when it comes 
right down to it Peter Gabriel is o.k. 
But I think that for anyone who’s 
heard played repeatedly through 
their dorm’s foundation, the music 
in this film will be distracting.

Synthetic dance music is 
simply not appropriate to the 
setting of first century Jerusalem. I 
mean not all acoustic music is New 
Age Muzak; You can get some pretty 
interesting sounds out of middle 
eastern Instruments, sounds that 
can’t be easily conveyed with a Linn 
drum and whatever technology he 
might have used.

So that’s a drag. But there’s 
more. Harvey Keitel gave an 
excellent performance in Hurlv 

Burly, in Taxi Driver, and in Mean 
Streets. He doesn’t really seem all 

that convinced of what he says and 
does here, of what he really wants 
portray as Judas. In all his other 

work, especially his work with 
Scorsese, Mr. Keitel reveals himself

as an incredible artist. Few charac

ters are more sure than his. But 
here, at best, he falls into the 
hackneyed role of “good older 
brother” and falls to convey that 
desperation of a revolutionary that 
seems essential to the character of 
Kazan tzakis’ Judas.

As for the rest of the cast, 
William DeFoe as Jesus is alright, 
maybe a little less dynamic than I 
expected; Barbara Hershey is 
excellent and absolutely ravishing 
in the role of Magdalene: Hany 
Dean Stanton is lightly amusing as

AIDS Info
continued from page 1
folks, I don’t think AIDS is a “Gay 
Issue” any more than I think 
Dachau was a “Jewish Question.” 
Dachau was about everyone and so 
is AIDS. Worldwide, the majority of 
AIDS victims are heterosexuals, 
which makes AIDS a “Straight 
Issue,” unless you make the rather 
absurd claim that a world epidemic 
can be the exclusive property of a 
single group. It bothers me to think 
that with all of the noble sentiments 
of our community and our larger 
society, we cannot find the time to 
be concerned with a disease which 
has already claimed seven million in 
Africa and two to five million in the 
United States.

I would like to see people 
behaving responsibly, and express
ing concern as a community. I 
would like to see people committed 
to seeing every St. John’s student 
surviving a disease that has only 
just begun, cannot be stopped in 
the Immediate future, and will 
surely take a very large toll on our 
generation. Instead I heard one girl 
saying (with a note of horror in her 
voice) that she had almost walked 
into the AIDS lecture while looking 
for the Search and Rescue meeting. 
I heard others treating the whole 
thing as a joke and one person 
actually suggested that if the 
speaker was gay that the lecture 
was not as valuable.

This brings me back to that 
unsightly “Gay" question. There is

Paul: and David Bowie does a good 
turn at not playing David Bowie and 
being quite brief as Pilate.

But compared to Taxi Driver. 
Mean Streets. The King of Comedy, 
and After Hours, this is not a good 
movie. Then again, compared to 
the bulk of movies produced by the 
Hollywood movie machine, it is a 
good movie. Scorsese is a talent to 
be valued. But this is by no means 
his best. A few very impressive 
tableaus are constnjct, such as the 

continued on page 6

an awfully large number of people 
who seem to think that the gay 
community is trying to produce 
mass hysteria or convince everyone 
that AIDS is some kind of real 
threat, when in fact it is only a 
threat to gays and drug addicts. To 
those who hold either of these 
theories I can only say that they are 
misinformed and in need of coun
seling. The gay community was an 
easy target for AIDS because alto
gether too many gays were afraid to 
let people know who they were 
sleeping with — so they slept with 
strangers. It is high time for society 
at large to face up to the fact that 
AIDS, unlike the Nazis, will not 
leave you alone because of your 
social, ethnic, religious or political 
standing. It is time for us to look 
closely at who we are, how we live, 
and how much we value our lives.
It is time for us to look at this dis
ease, and at what we can do for 
ourselves, our friends and our 
families. It is time to start talking 
and to realize that silence equals 
death.

Further information on 
AIDS can be obtained on cam
pus from student residents: 
Head Resident, Kathy Mizrahi; 
or Nurse Practitioner, Debra 
Walker. Other local agencies 
to consult are New Mexico 
AIDS Services and Santa Fe 
Family Health Clinic. This 
clinic’s AIDS testing procedure 
is currently a nationwide 
model.
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Students Encounter Phone Problems
by Alfonso Kalinauskas

This is the second part of a two part series.
Some problems that people have had 

with the new phone system were brought up 
at a recent residents’ meeting:
1) Where does the money that the College 
makes from the Phones go? The phones 
cost $30,000. The money collected from 
these phones goes towards paying off the 
debt. The expected term to pay off the debt 
is between three and five years. Mr. 
Valentine suggests, “At that time (when the 
phones are paid off) I would be interested in 
the Polity taking over responsibilities for 
the phones.” Although the Polity would 
have to assume upkeep and line costs, Mr. 
Valentine thinks it likely that the Polity 
could make a profit.
2) The phones don’t ring loud enough.

The College is investigating external 
ringers so that students will be able to hear 
the phones.
3) The College (on campus) phone is too 
close to the payphones.
4) There is only one phone booth on 
campus in which one can have any privacy.
5) Oftentimes, the incoming caller’s voice 
can be heard, but the pwrson answering the 
phone carmot.
6) Operators claim they “cannot complete 
the call or give any service,” since these 
phones are privately owned.
7) There’s a time limit.

There’s a time limit because these 
phones are meant to serve the community, 
not to be dominated by one individual.
8) All collect calls are billed from a Los 
Angeles number.

This statement is not quite accurate. 
For collect calls made to points within the 
United States this complaint is not appli
cable. For collect calls made to foreign 
countries, however, it is true. Since OAN 
does not have agreements with all foreign 
countries, it must “bump the caller” to its 
main office in Los Angeles, in order to 
transfer the caller to AT&T, a company 
which does have such agreements.
9) The 911 number is not accessible by 
phones.

This statement is true for the on 
campus phones. All of the payphones, 
however, allow free access to the 911 
number.

Despite what one may think, there are 
advantages to these telephones outside of 
the initial costs which have already been 
outlined. First, all students can be reached

any time, day or night. Second, there are 
now 18, instead of five, phones which have 
long distance access. Third, these phones 
offer longer local conversations for the 
same amount of money as AT&T charges. 
Fourth, on every phone is an LCD display, 
which shows the time of the day, the 
amount of time left on an incoming call, or 
the amount left on an outgoing paid phone 
call (other than by one of the various, 
acceptable credit cards).

If anyone has any problems with these 
phones, that person should note the time, 
the date, the particular phone, and the 
nature of the problem and take this 
information to Chris Burke at the Switch
board, so that these problems can be 
eradicated. To report problems with the 
phones or any other emergencies, students 
may dial 611 on the payphone. It is a free 
call.

One of the most serious complaints 
that jjeople have lodged is that this operator 
network costs a significant amount more 
than AT&T. In order to clarify this issue, 
AT&T and OAN were called to ascertain 
their rates. The following chart illustrates 
some examples of cost.

^ ^

AT&T OAN
Use of live operator 1.75 1.75
Person-person ^ 330 3.50
Bong tone .90 1.00

A “bong tone” telephone call occurs 
when one is using one’s telephone credit 
card. No live operator comes on the line. 
It is the tone one hears between dialing 
the destination number and dialing the 
billing number.

Here is an example of a call 
between Santa Fe (505: exchange #982) 
and New York City (212; exchange 
#353):

AT&T
time of call 8-5 5-11 11-8
1st min. 1.13 1.01 .96
S.M.* .27 .18

OAN
.14

time of call 8-5 5-11 11-8
1st 3 minsl .28 .83 .64
S.M.* 35 .228 .175

♦subsequent minutes
OAN charges for the first three' 

minutes; AT&T charges by the minute.

Recycling Program Initiated

by Erik Selekman

This year's recycling program 
is. In a sense, ajoint effort. Some 
other concerned students and I 
decided at the beginning of the year 
to start a recycling project that 
would deal with aluminum. Coinci
dentally, without our knowledge, 
SAO and some other students had 
plans to begin their own program. 
The recycling boxes and barrels are 
therefore the results of a combined 
effort by these two groups.

The project, on my end, is a 
carry-over from last year’s program 
in Annapolis. There, a few of the 
other students and I instituted a 
program that dealt with aluminum. 
The reason for the program’s 
inception was purely one of environ
mental concern. The idea that re- 
cyclables were being littered about

the land when they could just £is 
easily be reused, posed Itself as 
such an idiotic situation that many 
people in Annapolis lent a hand. 
Part of the reason for my stating 
this quite obvious reason behind a 
recycling program is that most 
people in my experience don’t 
understand it. Many people are 
convinced that the impetus behind 
this program is the vast riches that 
this lucrative project will reap. It is 
Important to understand that the 
money is an afterthought: it is in no 
way a principal of the program.
Last year, since the recycling 
program was Independent of the 
school, we decided to donate the 
money to an environmentally 
concerned organization. This year 
because SAO is also Involved, where 
exactly the money will go is unclear 

continued on page 5
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Career Counseling:
There's More to Life Than Great Books

by Vanessa Campbell

I went to the career office only to 
discover that the single best way to make 
use of that office’s service is to talk with 
Ron Hale. The single best way to contact 
him is to make an appointment.

Ron maintains that there are four or 
five basic steps to job/career planning.

The first is self-assessment. Mr. Hale 
can help you with this task. If you come in 
with no idea about what you want to do 
with your life, he will ask you questions for 
about half an hour- questions about your 
interests and about the type of working 
environment you like. He may suggest that 
you take an interest assessment test. This 
test helps to identify different interest 
patterns. Ron thinks of them as horoscoptes; 
they either help to confirm what you 
already know or they are just wrong. There 
are also tests you can take to determine you 
aptitudes, but as Ron says, “making it 
through St. John’s means you can do just 
about anything well [enough].’’ He feels 
that his purpose as a career counselor at St. 
John’s is to help people identify their real 
goals and work towards them.

The Second step is exploration. 
Unfortunately, this step is particularly 
difficult to pursue on account of the curricu
lum at St. John’s. Trying out different 
things has to be done during the summer or 
after graduation. For this purpose, Ron has 
a lot of information about internships. In 
fact, he spends much of his time trying to 
get these internships set up for Johimies. 
This accounts for his fi-equent office 
absences; it also explains why one should 
make an appointment with him. Another 
good way to get information about a 
particular field from a spjecifically “Johnnie 
point of view’’ is to consult the Alumni 
questionnaire. For example, if you are 
thinking about going into law (10% of all 
St. John’s graduates do), live in the Bay 
Area, and are going home for Christmas, 
you can examine the questioimaire in order 
to obtain the names and addresses of all the 
St. John’s graduates who are now lawyers 
in the Bay Area, so that you can talk to 
some of them over break. They might even 
help you with your job search.

The third step is preparation. This 
preparation involves specific training for a 
line of work, graduate school, etc.

In my mind there is a fourth step which 
Ron didn’t mention specifically; this step is 
actually to find and obtain a job. The career

office has various books about writing 
resumes, how to interview well, etc. Ron 
also suggests that you make your own job 
(Ron hinted that he has formulated his own 
job several times). Once you find out what 
it is you want to do, find someone who is 
willing to pay you to do it. Sounds jjerfect! 
For more information about how to ap
proach career planning, please make an ap
pointment to talk with Ron Hale.

The fifth and final step is to do the job. 
That is, p)erform until you are laid off, or 
fired, or until you quit. People change their 
jobs for one reason or another appjroxi- 
mately eight times in their lives. At these 
times do not despair. Ron is still there to 
help you. He sponds a lot of his time 
working with alumni. If you are living 
some place far away from Santa Fe when 
your job evanesces, Ron will write you a 
“letter of introduction” to most career 
offices in the country. He belongs to an 
organization called the College Placement 
Council, as do most career counselors; they 
have tacitly agreed to help each other and 
each other’s students.

A few remarks in closing:
Ron is hiring a part time secretary.
He is thinking about pxjsting office 

hours, p)erhap)s 9-12.
The information on file on both 

campuses is being entered into the same 
computer program.

Help Recycling Program

continued from page 4
(Polity has been one suggestion).
We will put it in an account and 
decide later. But again, the reason 
for the project is to stop the unnec
essarily destruction of the earth 
caused by recyclable products. If 
you are really worried about the 
money, please come and talk to me. 
I promise you it will not go to the 
Neo-Nazi fund, but to something 
constructive.

If you are Interested in lending 
a hand to the project, helping is as 
simple as 1) recycling your alumi
num and 2) not using the recycling 
boxes or barrels as trash cans. 
Littering in the recycling bins is not 
only a fantastic irony but it causes 
an incredible amount of extra work 
for the recyclers. Instead of a

In the first months after graduation,
20% of graduates attend grad, 

school;
50% work either in real or dish

washing typte jobs;
25% travel;
5% fall off the edge of the earth. 

Five years later,
75% are in graduate school 
10% law 
20% teaching;
20% are in business;
5% still have not returned from the 

edge of the earth.

As advice, Ron offers “Just jump in 
and do something. No decision is irrevo
cable.”

"No man but a blockhead 
ever wrote exeept for 

money."
-Johnson (Boswell's Life 

for 1776)

relatively easy procedure, it be
comes one of fishing through the 
boxes and barrels and separating 
the garbage. Please do not litter in 
the boxes or barrels. If you wish to 
help further, when the recycling box 
in your dorms is full you can empty 
it into the barrels. Some other 
students and I will be keeping a 
watch on the boxes. The more help 
we receive, the better equipped we 
will be to branch out into other 
recyclables such as glass, plastic, 
paper and rubber.

Finally, I’ll end this article with 
a recycling song that you and your 
good friend might want to sing 
when you’re helping the cause:

IF YOUR CANS ARE
OVERFLOWING

YOU KNOW WHO YOU CAN CALL 
(your name) AND (friend’s name) 
THE CAN MEN ARE IN YOUR
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Not Necessarily New Age Music
than the thirty seconds or so that 

the show gives you. There are 
similar-sounding arrangements like 
Dark Ships and Lurking Solo.
Same movie, different scenes. The 
intentionally quasl-incompetent- 
sounding “goofing around" of Green 
Fingers (Ten Thumbsl is a suprise 
after the Mafia beach party of 
Screaming Lord Cole and the Com-
manches. This is definitely not New 
Age. It’s too wlerd, too Twilight 
Zone-like to fit Into the New Age 
genre of music. It is advertised as 
progressive 90’s Instrumental rock, 
but I’d describe it as a combination 
of rock-jazz-classlccil-movle theme

Temptation of Christ
continued from page 3
famous heart-ln-hand Catholic 
monogram, but it can’t really be 
called a continuous whole Wishful 
thinking leads me to once again try 
to blame the lack of editing but 
then why were David Bowie and 
Peter Gabriel In the credits at all?
It all seems so packaged-even the 
controversy. I felt sort of betrayed 
when I left the theater. All this for 
nothing. There was nothing offen
sive here, nor was there much that I 
found interesting. Just another 
Jesus movie. Just another Instance 
of someone using that poor man’s 
name to sell something. Perhaps 
that’s too cynical. But there’s so 
much drama In the story, so much 
glazed over in every treatment I’ve 
seen.

So don’t be surprised If you’re 
not at all surprised, shocked, or In 
any way stirred by this film. And, 
by the way, nearly all discrepancies 
with respect to the four Gospels

music.
If you like Instiaimental music, 

find this on CD and listen to it 
somewhere where there are good 
speakers (a movie theater would be 
great If the management would let 
you). But be warned; you get the 
Impression that somewhere some
one Is arming a bomb, or building a 
brick wall across an expressway in 
the dead of night, and the “good 
guys" haven’t found out about It 
yet.

Stewart Copeland : The Equalizer 
and other Cllfihangers =>
CAvailable on IRS No Speak)

have to do with things that can be 
Intimated from gnostic texts, 
especially the one credited to 
Phillip. So there’s really no basis 
for controversy, though It is In fact 
that very same controversy which 
interested me most. Waiting on the 
line In San Francisco one was 
continually accosted by hardcore 
Fundamentalists in a veritable 
circus of evangelism. All factions 
were represented, too- from the 
Society for the Defense of Tradition, 
Family, and Property to the Sisters 
of Perpetual Indulgence. I was 
standing there saying to myself, 
“These people haven’t read the 
Great Books. In fact of the three 
books they have read, the D.M.V. 
Driver’s Manual was probably the 
only one they understood. And all 
the books they've burned."

The Jesus movie with alterna
tive music. They took our vodka 
away at the door. That didn’t make 
the movie any better.

by George Erhard

Stewart Copeland: The Equal
izer and other Cliffhangers 

Many of you out there In 
Stereoland are familiar with the 
name Stewart Copeland from his 
work with the Police and maybe 
through his score for the TV show 
The Equalizer . You may not be 
aware that Copeland has released 
an album of his own compositions 
entitled The Equalizer and Other 
Cliflhangers. available through IRS 
Records. This is one of the better 
instrumental albums to be released 
in a long time; say, the last five 
years. If you’re tired of Jazz and are 
a bit Irritated by the “dinner music"

Rating Chart
* => Don’t waste a blank 
tape dubbing this.
*• => Okay, but not worth 
eight bucks.
••• => Good: it’s worth having.

Very good, allocate 
budget to purchase.
•*••• =>Take out a loan, buy the 
CD. NOW.

of the New Age people, you should 
listen to this. Amazingly, it’s 
Instrumental music that doesn’t fit 
any of the so-called “standards” for 
Instrumental music that we are 
used to. It’s wlerd, it’s electric, and 
It’s -dare I say it? - PROGRESSfVE.

Calling music progressive 
doesn’t mean much, since every 
record label around is using it to 
describe every one of their clients’ 
releases. Here it means exactly 
what it is supposed to mean; this 
recording breaks the rules of 
instrumental music, rock, jazz, etc, 
etc. It does sound like it all came 
from the same movie, which is 
probably explained by the fact that 
Copeland composed and performed 
everything. Lots of oboe, light 
piano, a bit of high energy guitar 
here and there, quite a bit of 
synstheslzed lyricon/recorder/ pen- 
nywhlstle stuff. But underlying just 
about every track is this “crime 
drama" filtered synth cello, that 
you know the New Age people would 
probably barf at the thought of.
Yes, the theme from “The Equalizer” 
is present, and beefed up into more

-You made me confess the fears that I 
have. But I will teU you also what I do not 
fear. I do not fear to be alone or to be spumed 
for another or to leave whatever I have to 
leave. And I am not afraid to make a mistake, 
even a great mistake, a Ufelong mistake and 
perhaps as long as eternity too.

Cranly, now grave again, slowed his pace 
and said:

—Alone, quite alone. You have no fear of 
that. And you know what that word means? 
Not only to be separate from all others but to 
have not even one friend.

-I will take the risk, said Stephen.
-And not to have any one person, Cranly

said, who would be more than a friend, more 
even than the noblest and truest a man ever 
had.

His words seemed to have stmck some 
deep chord in his own nature. Had he 
spoken of himself, of himself as he was or 
wished to be? Stephen watched his face for 
some moments in silence. A cold sadness 
was there. He had spoken of himself, of his 
own loneliness which he feared.

-Of whom are you speaking? Stephen 
asked at length.

Cranly did not answer.
James Joyce

A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
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Perceptions of the Writing Issue Discussed
by Dariush Doorandish

This is the first article of a two part 
series on perceptions of the writing 
issue.

Is there a writing problem and if 
so what is it? Deem Carey, summa
rizing the positions of faculty 
members, stated, “Not all tutors 
believe that there is a writing 
problem: not all who believe that 
there is a writing problem agree 
about hat it is; not all those who 
agree about what it is agree about 
how to address it.’ The following 
article tries to describe some of the 
qualities and parameters of the 
problem. I hope this article can 
serve as a springboard for further 
thought and discussion, as this 
problem will not go away if Ignored.

Writing is an issue that has 
long troubled both faculty and 
students. Questions about the 
place and value of writing lie at the 
center of the program. They are 
Intertwined with questions about 
the aim of dialogue and about the 
methods and goals of what we as 
students and faculty consider to be 
our education.

It is not clear how many know 
or accept the term “writing prob
lem.” It is likely, however, that 
most have at some time or another 
encountered difficulty when trying 
to communicate their ideas on 
paper. In Mr. Bart’s words, "Writ
ing is always a ‘problem’." But we 
each have peculiar difficulties. The 
next question is, then, what are the 
difficulties and how or whether they 
can be addressed (this is assuming 
that there are problems and that 
they should be addressed).

Different people encoimter a 
multitude of problems when facing 
the demand of writing our their 
ideas. Several points, however, 
seem to be particularly problematic. 
Many tutors believe that grammar 
is a weakness of many students. 
Dean Carey said that this is the 
first year that a Senior Essay can be 
rejected for Improper use of the 
English language. Style, on the 
other hand, doesn’t seem to be such 
an issue. Most tutors probably 
have their preferences but seem to 
respect, and from time to time enjoy

each student’s own medium. Other 
areas deemed week are the coher
ence and formality of a paper’s 
argument. “Some writing is not 
obvious enough, and other writing 
is too obvious," said Dean Carey.
As Mr. Bart noted, however, the 
questions and issues most students 
try to write about are usually 
difficult and Important. A student 
in AimapoUs once asked one of his 
tutors to help him understand 
Kant. He felt he didn't understand 
Kant’s arguments and didn’t feel up 
to the task. The tutor responded 
that confusion indicates that there 
is some understanding when the 
work Itself is confused. Several 
tutors seem to agree that one cause 
of poor writing is that many stu
dents are perfectionists but not re
visionists. They spend so much 
time trying say everything correctly 
that they never get past the first 
paragraph. Finally, many also 
agree that a significant portion of 
papers are not turned in on time 
(though this is not precisely a 
problem of writing). Thus we have 
the problems.

Polity News
Courtesy of Student Policy

’The results of this year’s Polity 
election are as follows: Walter Alexander 
(President), Alex Magoscsi (Treasurer), 
Olivia Neel, WiUiam Culley, James 
Newman (Vice-President), LisaBendell, 
Dave Johnson (Secretary) and Moura 
Donnelly.

On Sunday 2 October, Polity met to 
disperse the following funds:
-$600 to Margaret Lamb for publishing 
costs for the next two issues of The Moon. 
-$600 to Neil Burton for this semester’s 
Independent Films Society 
-$1500 to Kate Macintosh to endow 
student tutorships for the first semester. 
The student tutors are:
For math and lab Eric Poppele (Sr.)

Dev Sen (Soph.)
Tom Corral (Soph.) 

For Greek Tim Graham (Jr.)
For French Ben Galison (Jr.)
(Polity is still interested in hiring a senior 
and a freshman for math and lab tutor-

Three major points of view 
should be presented. There are 
tutors, and presumably some 
students, who do not believe that 
the matters referred to are prob
lems. There are tutors who believe 
that there are problems and who 
look to their colleagues and stu
dents to help effect solutions.
There are students who feel these 
are just want to be able to write 
better-who look to their tutors (and 
not so often to their classmates) for 
help.

We are a college of Individuals 
and a college where we try to value 
and respect the opinions and 
practices of other Individuals, but 
we are one college. We will not be 
responsible to each other or to our
selves as long as we continue thus 
divided. In the following Issue of 
the Moon these three general 
stances will be described further. 
These three divisions do not repre
sent all the opinions. The main 
question to be considered, however. 
Is how can we act respxjnslbly with 
regard to this diversity.

To be continued.. .

ships. Please contact Kate Macintosh.)
Some of the topics on the Polity’s 

agenda for the upcoming weeks are;
-Chile Line Should Polity pay $300 per 
month to have the Chile Liiie stop at the 
circle? If you use the Chile Line and 
would like it to continue stopping at the 
college, please talk to Walter Alexander, 
Marie-Helene Archambeau or come to the 
next Polity meeting.
-FAB speakers Polity is outraged by the 
loss of the speakers missing from the Fme 
Arts Buildings and requests their immedi
ate return.
-Fund Raising Polity is supporting Marsha 
Drennon’s fund-raising effort for the new 
library and is asking for current students to 
volunteer their time to call alumni to 
request donations. Specific dates of 
upcoming tele-a-thons are November 2nd 
and 9th from 7:(X)-9:0{)pm. Ms. Dreimon 
will meet with any interested volunteers 
about phone etiquette on November 1st. 
This year’s goal is to raise $1500. If you 
have any questions, please contact Walter 
Alexander, Marie-Helene Archambeau or 
Marsha Dreimon.
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Assistant Dean Denies Writing Problem
by Ange Mlinko

Does St. John’s have a writing 
problem? The question goes back 
to the days when Mr. DeLattre was 
president: an All-College Meeting he 
held in Aimapolis on this very 
subject drew 18 people- “an ex
traordinary number of students to 
show up for something like that" - 
thus solidifying a theory that some
thing was out of balance. And in 
Mr. Bart's 1978 “Statement of 
Eklucatlonal Policy and Program," 
he admonished tutors to make 
room for more writing.

In a recent Interview, Ms.
Knight admits the evidence for such 
a problem is “vexed." But she 
herself doesn’t subscribe to the 
notion that we as a student body 
write less adequately than average 
university students.

Jeannlne Parker, however, 
disagree. A writing assistant for 
two years, this senior believes that 
the writing skills of the “average 
university student" do not do 
justice enough to the classics we 
read and dissect. Furthermore, it 
appears that the very greatness of 
the Great Books intimidates fragile 
writers. The ideas are so complex 
that to narrow a segment down to a 
manageable essay topic is more 
than some students can do. Ms. 
Parker sees the problem as a “kind 
of freeze-up" between the concep
tion of an idea and its commitment 
to the page: it’s not articulation 
itself at the root of the problem, but 
taking a permanent, precise stand 
on paper. Thus an eloquent 
speaker in seminar finds himself 
terrorized by indelible print.

Indeed, Mr. Bart in his “State
ment" of ten years ago referred to 
St. John’s apellation of “the Talking 
College." Yet he maintains that 
writing has always been central to 
the Program, as evidenced by the 
Senior Essay, the culmination of 
four years of reading, thinking, 
and... talking.

Ms. Parker adds that emother 
central essay is the admissions 
essay, perceived to be the sole 
criteria for enrollment. If it is taken 
seriously, she wants to know, why 
has she been assigned to tutor 
freshmen “who couldn’t even write a

declarative sentence?" How did 
“abysmal" writers get admitted if 
not on the basis of a “good" essay 
series?

Though our assistant Dean Ms. 
Knight objects to diagnosing a 
writing problem, she calls extreme 
cases Uke Ms. Parker’s cheirges 
“anomalies" and asserts that it is in 
the nature of this “Idlosjmcratlc 
school, with its idiosyncratic 
students and tutors," to have

Eric Poppele and Watt Alexander

The Student Instruction Com
mittee has spent the past year and 
a half discussing the role of writing 
within the St. John’s Program. The 
Faculty Instruction Committee has 
been struggling with this issue for 
some time and for good reason. In 
discussing writing we must confront 
both formal writing and written 
expression as a way of thought.
Our experience as a committee 
suggests that the formal aspect of 
writing is the most problematic.
This is particularly true with 
regards to St. John’s. Our tutorials 
offer numerous examples of how the 
St. John’s ‘approach’ differs from 
most other schools. Here we 
proceed in the belief that the spirit 
of the ideas is the true substance of 
education while technical skills (e.g. 
algebra, calculus, the ability to 
speak or compose in greek or 
french) are relegated to the back
ground. In a sincere attempt to 
approach the ideas on their own 
grounds we express our faith that 
technical skills will naturally follow. 
Writing, insofar as it is a technical 
skill, should be no different.

In discussing writing we have 
found that most problems in writing 
occur not due to deficiencies in 
grammatical skills as much as to 
our ability to organize and present 
our thoughts clearly. This lack of 
clarity seems to occur for several 
reasons. Of course, some papers 
are written hurriedly and without 
significant reflection or revision. 
However, many sincere attempts at 
essays result in papers which are 
less than satisfactory with respect

anomoUes. And they by themselves 
do not constitute an epidemic 
problem.

Ms. Knight points to a survey 
she did three years ago among 
juniors. The results were, predicta
bly, “idlo^mcratic." One girl 
slipped by without having had a 
single paj)er in any tutorial that 
year. Others, depending on the mix 
of tutors, had had varying assign-

continued on page 10

to overall coherency. It is often said 
that this should be expected in light 
of the difficult subjects our paprers 
confront. Be that as it may, such 
papers seldom bring us nearer to 
their subject; on the contrary, they 
often result in a sort of despair 
which distances the writer from the 
particular paper and, perhaps, from 
the Program as a whole. Mr. Bart 
wrote a very illuminating essay 
exploring causes and cures for this 
sort of despair. To this end we 
submit his essay to the student 
community as a whole.

We found Mr. Bart’s essay 
extremely helpful in clarifying the 
role writing might play in a liberal 
arts education. His complete 
silence regcirdlng technical aspects 
of written expression is instructive. 
A sincere effort to implement his 
suggestions may well solve some 
technical difficulties which accom
pany paper writing in and of Itself.
If not, then more explict attempts to 
address technical difficulties should 
be undertaken. The Student In
struction Committee strongly 
endorses Mr. Bart’s proposal and 
urges the faculty and the Instruc
tion Committee to make it the 
centerpiece of future discussion on 
writing. We also urge our fellow 
students to share their thoughts 
regarding the ideas set forth by Mr. 
Bart and make their opinions 
known to the Instruction Committee 
via Dean Carey. At issue is the 
academic quality of St. John’s and 
the role writing plays therein. In 
the pages that follow, Mr. Bart has 
provided us with an excellent point 
of departure for dialogue on this 
matter.

What IS the Writing Problem?
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Memory, The Mother of the Muses
statement of Educational Policy and

Program On Time Well-Spent- 
Memory, The Mother of the Muses 

November, 1979
Essay writing has always had 

the place of honor In the curricu
lum. The Senior Essay is said by 
the catalogue to be the fruition of 
the student’s learning over the four 
years. Each year the annual essay 
is the culmination of that year’s 
work; it is the occasion above all 
when a student shows himself and 
his tutors what he has learned. 
Without such an essay a student 
may not go on into the next year. 
Papers are called for in the other 
classes too, as a means of clarifica
tion cmd review. Often they are a 
chance for a student to say some
thing of his own about a whole unit 
of work. They constitute an impor
tant moment in his study. Many 
students report that writing the 
Senior Essay is the single most sig
nificant learning experience in the 
four years.

Nonetheless some students also 
report that they have not been 
asked to do any other writing except 
the Annual Essays. Elven if these 
are only exceptions, it seems clear 
to me that this major mode of 
learning is not adequately exploited 
in the curriculum. In Aimapolis, 
every effort to introduce a first se
mester essay in the seminar has so 
far failed. E>en in Santa Fe it is 
evident to me that more writing 
would make the students more 
active and responsible in their 
reading and in the classroom con
versations. That in turn would 
make their learning more joyful and 
they would see better what they had 
gained from their study.

It has always been said that St. 
John’s is a talking College. This it 
seems is a wise saying. Spontaneity 
is the basis of all liberal education 
and spontaneity shows Itself most 
naturally in conversation. By 
contrast, writing is studied and 
formal. Yet the spontaneity which 
is precious in liberal education is 
not to be identified simply with the 
immediate, the informal and the 
unreflective. Otherwise ‘spontane

ous’ would only mean ’without 
thought.’

The crucial form of the sponta
neity of human intelligence is seen 
when we appropriate what seems at 
first not our own thought, but 
another’s. The barest and most 
essential form of that spontaneity is 
our assent to the truth of what is 
set before us. That simple and often 
unspoken ’Tes" is the assertion 
both of our independence and of 
our power to make our own what 
does not seem to have come from 
within. 'Hils freedom to assent to 
what is really our own and to deny 
what is really alien is the basis of 
liberal education. It must at the 
same time be its goal, because habit 
often leads us to assent without 
thought to what is merely familiar. 
The strangeness of what we are 
accustomed to is hidden by long 
association, but that familiarity is 
in fact a secret impediment getting 
in the way of our freedom: the dead
ening weight of received opinion 
drags at our heels. Learning which 
is alive can only take place when 
what we discover can become 
prop)erly our own, as digestion 
assimilates food and supports life. 
The most obvious example of this 
spontaneity in liberal learning is 
what happens when we read a 
mathematical proof; but my mean
ing extends in some way even to the 
truth of revelation. Liberal educa
tion presupposes, I believe, that the 
truth we seek fulfills our own 
deepest desire. What truth we find 
may fill us with awe and even 
dread, but nonetheless it is our 
beloved that we revere and tremble 
before. The only alternative I see to 
this liberal view of learning is tragic; 
but then the only use of our free
dom is defiance. Learning which is 
not liberal is tyrannical and the 
Instrument of tyrants. It appeals to 
our curiosity, to our jjenchant for 
the exotic and our fatal proclivity 
for every form of servitude.

True spontaneity occurs when 
we speak our mind. But such 
speech will only come about If we 
care and have courage and, most 
dlfllcult of all, if we know what we

really think. Liberal education 
devotes itself to arousing the 
student to dare to think for himself. 
On the whole nothing is better than 
seminar conversation for encourag
ing people to say what they think.
It is a first duty of the seminar to 
try to persuade each student to 
respect his own opinion, to trust 
himself to have opinions. But the 
seminar also Includes a constant 
danger no sooner has a student 
sp>oken what is on his mind than he 
is apt to be shown its Inadequacy in 
the ensuing discussion. To the 
timid it is already a hurdle to utter 
a thought at all, so that there will 
always be some silent students who 
only gradually come to form opin
ions that they are ready to test.
But that is the goal; that is what it 
means to think for oneself: to have 
opinions and to subject them to 
scrutiny, to discover the full scope 
of what an opinion means and to 
hold to that meaning as one’s own.

If true spontaneity consists in 
saying what we think, its essence 
then lies in being responsible for 
our thoughts. This is in some ways 
espjeclally difficult in a conversation 
that has the goal of reaching under
standing in a large group. No 
sooner is one thought uttered than 
another follows: the voices that 
contribute to the development are 
many. It can easily happen that the 
coherence of the ideas is more 
guessed at or felt than seen, at least 
for many. Connections are often es
tablished by the imagination alone. 
It is understandable that after a 
seminar the accounts of what has 
been said are many.

Now if seminar conversations 
were not the heart of the St. John’s 
program it would be out of place to 
urge that there be more writing.
But since it is, I will risk saying that 
a writer can be more responsible for 
what he has said than a speaker in 
a conversation usually is, even in 
seminar. I do not mean to deny the 
responsibility one has in a conver
sation. One is under a deep 
obligation there, not only to the 
participants but the logos itself. 
Nevertheless in writing, the goal is
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to make oneself responsible for 
everything said, for a whole. Con
versation Is always unfinished, 
whereas good writing has an 
organic unity that artfully suggests 
completeness. Knowing the end 
and the whole, one can make sure 
of the coherence of the jiarts; one 
can try to be responsible for every 
moment. As the author of It all, one 
alms to be the authority on which a 
whole statement rests.

Writing Is always a lonely 
activity. If good conversation Is at 
hand, it can easUy tempt the 
student away. It may well make 
him feel more acutely the terrors 
and Isolation of writing. In any case 
the habit of depending on others in 
conversation undermines to some 
extent the habit of being account
able for a whole thought In a way in 
which no one Is accountable for a 
conversation. Socrates speaks of 
the logos itself as if it were a living 
thing, as it may well be. But the 
individual speaker often sees his 
words caught up in that living 
stream, transformed, refuted, 
appcuently lost and forgotten. He 
may only feel that he at least 
cannot think an5hhlng through. He 
may become a mlsologist; many a 
student says in discouragement 
that he Is tired of the endless 
questioning, as if It had led him 
nowhere. That Is the point at which 
his taking the conversation Into his 
own hands in writing would, I 
believe, lead him to greater under
standing, to greater confidence and 
greater satisfaction. He would 
become aware of what he had 
learned, and In that awareness he 
would go yet further. He would 
have seen for himself how one ques
tion led to another; how opinions 
were related; which ones were more 
fundamental and where, finally, 
ultimate choices would have to be 
made. In considering stories, 
situation, character and thought 
would become more connected. 
Everywhere words and their mean
ings would be chosen and perceived 
with more discrimination. Conver
sation is alive, but fleeting and 
rapid. Writing at its best can only 
imitate living speech, but it stays 
fixed and invites reflection; it 
returns a steady gaze. My thesis is

that while words are spoken most 
tellingly in conversation, fully to 
know and speak one’s mind calls 
for intervals in which to collect the 
thought one has and order them 
together in writing. Reading and 
speaking are improved in a unique 
way by writing.

I propose, therefore, that we 
plan to do more writing in a regular 
way in the curriculum, emd make 
room for it This proposal is not to 
be confused with a proposal that 
the students learn to write better. 
Undoubtedly by this means they 
would learn to do so both techni
cally and in terms of their ideas.
But the goal of this proposal is to 
make them more responsible for 
their thoughts and more active in 
their education. It is not a proposal 
that they be more ‘creative,’ though 
its goal is that they be more origi
nal, that they become more fully the 
origin of what they say and think.

Specifically the proposal goes 
no further than the following: that 
in Annapolis an autumn seminar 
essay be instituted: and that during 
this year the separate halves of the 
Instruction Committee propose 
other definite occasions for major 
pieces of writing, with a correspond
ing reduction of class meetings and 
of material to be covered."

It may seem best to leave the 
choice of occasions and topics to 
the individual Tutors’ groups, the 
Archon’s meetings. It would not 
however satisfy the sense of this 
proposal merely to reiterate as so 
often in the past; “We must do more 
writing." We have witnessed a gen
eral failure of that sentiment in the 
face of the charm of more class dis
cussions and more extensive 
reading of the texts before us. I 
would suggest as a target at least a 
week a semester in which each 
tutorial or lab would pause in its 
onward rush, either conducting a 
review or even not meeting, while 
the members collect their thoughts 
in writing. Tutors could then more 
actively advise papers, or discuss 
them when written. TTiose weeks 
should occur at appropriate mo
ments in the course of study; it 
would be best that they not coin
cide, nor be simultaneous with 
essay writing periods. The latter.

too, could well be prolonged or 
instituted where they do not exist.

I would also like to propose that 
we take time for S5rstematlc reviews 
in our classes. Eiver since we aban
doned written enabling examina
tions long ago, we have not regu
larly given the students enough 
occasion to look back over what 
they have done, to discover as from 
an elevation, the main contours of 
the Icindscape they have struggled 
through. By means of such reviews 
they could see themes emerge that 
are memorable and worthy of a 
general and enduring consideration. 
Papers are a natural means to 
review, but they are often best when 
they take a quite specific or individ
ual turn. General class reviews 
which give a student confidence in 
his achievement might go a long 
ways to dispel the dejection of those 
students who gradually come to 
find each class too much like every 
other. The restlessness of spirited 
conversation can cause waste and 
melancholy. In any case, reviews 
would help the student to identify 
and make his own the major 
themes the Faculty has set before 
him. For instance, where better 
than St. John’s to study the Carte
sian revolution? In many respects 
the curriculum is built around it; 
yet how many students could ar
ticulate any part of it clearly?
Should we not make time for this 
sort of thing in one way or another?

Finally, as a footnote, I offer 
this question: do we not neglect 
rote memory? Would not the muse 
be more often with us if students 
knew their Greek forms much 
better and their musical intervals?
If they learned the routines of 
algebra, trigonometry and calculus? 
Is it impossible in four yeai^ to 
inspire respect for the power gained 
by these skills as well as respect for 
our main business, which that 
power serves? Can we not arouse 
the students by more practice in 
rote exercises to learn that only 
such precision on a pedestrian level 
can liberate the mind for its finest 
flights.

Robert S. Bart 
Chairman of the 

Instruction Committee 
for the Academic Year 1978-79.
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Addressing the Writing Problem
by John Povejsil

One need not be around St. 
John’s College very long before the 
topic of the ’Vritlng problem" is 
brought up. As a freshman and 
also someone who had a serious 
writing problem, this subject is of 
specicd Interest. It seems to be the 
general impression that students 
who are poor writers when they get 
here do not improve significantly by 
the time they graduate. One would 
gather from this that learning to 
write Intelligently is up to the 
student rather than some formal 
approach incorporated into the 
curriculum.

Since the application process at 
St. John’s appears to be based so 
heavily on essays the applicant 
writes, this would seem the logical 
place to start in addressing this 
“problem.” The philosophy of the 
admissions process is that the 
essays we write on our application 
tend to tell us whether St. John’s is 
for us or not. This system of self
selection is very much in keeping 
with the spirit of the College, that 
is, if you really want to be a part of 
this, you can, if you can say why. 
This process assumes that prospec
tive students can express them
selves adequately on paper.

The most difiicult aspect of 
addressing this problem is deter
mining what, if any, level of compe
tence in writing students should 
have when they get here. Why, for 
example, isn’t there a writing test 
similar to the algebra test? You 
might say that writing cannot be 
quantified in the same way as 
algebra, but it seems like glaring 
syntactical and stylistic problems 
could be identified so that those 
students who have these problems 
could be helped before butchering 
their first freshman paper. A rather 
lengthy memo from a member of the 
student Instruction committee 
summed up the problem by saying 
“the papers we wrote in high school 
were as dissimilar to those we write 
here as the classes [in high school] 
were to tutorials here." According 
to the language tutors interviewed.

writing is a particularly difficult 
problem to address because there is 
no school-wide standard of what is 
expected of students.

What is good expository writ
ing? In a way, it seems to be a 
willingness to present something in 
a logical manner. With writing, one 
cannot afford to assume that the 
reader is going to “know what you 
mean” without you saying what you

continued from page 7
ments of varying lengths, averaging 
out to one good-sized paper per 
semester or some equivalent. “TTiat 
sounds about right," she observes.

Whatever changes are in order, 
then, lie in individual tutors who do 
not place emphasis on writing, or 
are not equipped to deal with it. 
Should tutors be obliged to offer 
themselves as writing critics or 
mentors? “No," Ms. Knight says 
bluntly. “All that cuts against the 
diversity, intellectually, that we’ve 
got here. I’d hate to homogenize 
that...not every tutor is gifted [in 
writing and critiquing]."

So what does Ms. Knight say to 
those who require extra help in 
writing? In accordance with her 
theory of the anomalous student, 
Ms. Knight urges the student to do 
some “scouting around" for a 
sjmipathetlc tutor: “Seek us out in a 
timely way." She adds, “Nothing 
but practicing writing is going to 
cure a writing problem.

Jeannlne Parker agrees to that, 
but from her viewpoint that the 
problem is more widespread than 
anomalous, she calls on tutors to 
set aside time for spontaneous, in- 
class writing on a small, given 
passage or topic. 'This would give 
students some feel for the propor
tion between topic breadth and

mean. After all, isn’t one of the 
liberating aspects of education the 
ability to say what you mean?
Being able to write Intelligently 
seems to be an essential component 
of the liberal education and there
fore it would be logical to assume 
that anyone who has the desire for 
liberal education would also have 
the desire to improve his or her 
writing skills.

paper length. And it would force 
the fear-stricken student to break 
the mental barrier that pen and 
paper create.

She also believes freshmen 
should have good models of exposi
tory essays to draw from before they 
are called upon to write; otherwise 
the influence of the writers they are 
reading, like Plato or Aristotle, will 
create standards freshmen cannot 
possibly fulfill yet. “The first thing 
you want to do is write a dialogue," 
Ms. Parker says. “But you can’t.
It’s too hard." Thus examples of 
well-structured essays should be 
available to beginning writers.

While its true that St. John’s is 
modeled on the self-motivated 
student, it is apparent to many that 
the craft of writing comes more 
naturally to some than others: and 
that copious writing and revising 
help only after certain initial 
obstacles — like fear, underconfi
dence — are dismantled. Between 
the novice freshman and the 
graduated senior are four years of 
dialogue and one colossal essay. 
Both tutors and students who elude 
writing must realize this, whether 
anomalous or not: after all, as those 
who know their Ptolemy know, 
anomalies can discredit whole 
systems.

"Unfortunately American habits with the mother tongue are for various 
reasons abnormal and we have babbling minds as a consequence."

- [1940-1941St. John’s catalogue] 
"Let him be kept from paper, pen, and ink;
So may he cease to write and learn to think."

-Prior, To a Person Who Writes III

Writing Problem Doubted

The Moon — Page 12



iiitfrii,## . ;|
.s*g&h«i-s-

„ -■ ' ir.-=-^c-.
‘M'',«tis;' izitii Aass*!

■

M? ’-sl?® ;• t. . r
gfev-gr-J "



Captain Danger At Home
by David Johnston
In theJirst installment. Captain
Darker barely survived a vicious 
roof-top attack by one of the hench
men of Zorba, his arch-enemy. This 
week we find the Captain and his 
faithful sidekick. Scoot, returning 
home after the fateful sky-high 
battle.-

"Great honk, Cap'n D., how 
did you know Zorba's man 
would be on that particular 
roof?"

Scoot was always curious.
The Jaguar flshtalled along the 

country roads, its headlights sweep
ing the countryside like great angry 
arms relieving a shelf of its con
tents.

“1 didn’t," Jacks steely gaze 
never left the road,"This morning I 
received a note from 'a friend’ 
requesting a meeting atop the New 
Polls Trade Tower at eight. Instead I 
found a new sparring partner.”

The sleek black car flew over a 
wooden bridge and continued to 
swallow up the dirt road.

"You suspect a trap?" 
Scoot’s eyes narrowed.

“I haven’t yet decided; the note 
was written in what appears to be a 
woman’s hand.”

The younger man adjusted his 
glasses,"Well, as Hacket 
Planter once said, the 
rooftops hold great myster
ies ."

Jack raised one 
eyebrow, ” U mm.. .Who? ”

The high-beams of the Jaguar 
burrowed through the dark tunnel 
of oak trees and emerged at the 
steps of the Storm mansion. As the 
car slowed to a silent stop, Jowells, 
the long-time butler to the Storm 
family, stepped lightly down the 
stairs and opened the driver's door. 
Captain Danger removed his mask 
as he rose smoothly from the car. 
Jowells and Scoot followed as Jack 
Storm strode into the mansion.

“Have the Jaguar washed and 
put into the carriage house,
Jowells.” Jack handed him his 
mask and cape,”Mr. Vance and I 
will take our dinner in the library in 
one half of an hour, please.”

Scoot thought he detected a 
warmth between the master and 
servant. He had always suspected

that Jowells would lay down his life 
for Jack, and vice versa.

“Master Storm," at the butlers voice 
Jack stopped and tumed,"There is a 
lady; a Miss lisa Beaucroatia. She is currently 
installed in the Green Room.’

Jowells extended a card which 
Jack took, smiling.

"Beaucroatia,
Beaucroatia..Hmm. Why does 
that name sound familiar?" 
Scoot mused to himself.

As Jack examined the card, he 
spoke,”Thank you Jowells. Perhaps 
we will have an answer to this 
evening's riddle. We will be three for 
dinner, Jowells. Oh..l think this 
warrants a change of scenery to the 
dining room.”

After a formal bow and reply of 
■‘slr"from Jowells, the three parted 
ways: the butler in the direction of 
the kitchen. Jack towards his 
dressing chambers, and Scoot into 
the Green Room.

Miss Beaucroatia, sitting by a 
low fire, looked up to see a young 
man in a baggy jacket gaping at 
her. Scoot felt his heart stop, as

by Happy Kitchen

(Introduction)
Sometimes a spxirts writer is 

presented with an incredible 
amount of fascinating ideas and im
portant material; too much, in fact, 
to fit into one story. In this article, 
my first full-fledged sports profile, I 
was at a loss as to how to convey 
the intrinsic humor at the core of a 
sports interview: should 1 (1) 
constrast a sportsperson’s interview 
with a non-sportsperson’s interview 
and write about the humor in that 
comparison, or (2) just dwell on a 
single interview and, if so, which 
one, or (3) write a sports profile in 
the style of the Bible. Although #3 
immediately presented itself as the 
most Interesting, I decided to do all 
of them.
(Interview with Saint John’s soccer 
legend Nllo)

As I enter the soccer star’s 
dorm room, a rush of old Italian 
opera music greets me. The

did most men upon seeing lisa for 
the fii^t time. He thought that she 
was, perhaps, the most beautiful 
woman he had ever seen: her 
slender wrists and ankles, her 
crystal blue eyes.

Slightly embarrassed by yet 
another man’s attentions, she stood 
and offered her hand, "Tfe/Sj.'

lisa had almost given up hope 
for a reply when Jack, clad in a 
green evening jacket and tie, thrust 
himself into the room past Scoot, 
lisa’s attention was riveted on his 
dark, green eyes.

He took her hand and shook it 
flrmly,”Jack Storm. I trust you have 
been made comfortable in my 
absence.”

‘*yes, 'she blushed slightly, ‘'fis, 
ifumkjyou.'

“I am glad that you found me 
here since we missed each other 
earlier this evening. Now, Miss 
Beaucroatia, will you tell me why 
there was an assassin waiting for 
you atop the New Polls Trade Tower 
and what I can do to help you?”

unshaven, almost revolutionary 
looking Nilo motions me to come in.

Q: Do you like soccer Nllo?
N: Yes.
Q: Who are some of your 

Favorite Sports Idols?
N: Bjorn Borg, McEnroe and, of 

course, Flo-Joe.
Q: “Nilo, "-what is that, foreign?

(I say it in a nasty way.)
N : Yes. It’s Italian...
Actually, it’s “Danlllo". It 

means freedom fighter.
Then all at once, the legendary 

soccer player, without any obvious 
provocation, jumps to his feet, 
snatches a guitar from some hidden 
place and begins moaning an old 
Italian folk song of an oppressed 
and romantic people. A roving 
band of gypsies enters the dorm 
room and begins to dance. When 
the spectacle is over, I am cunazed 
at Nilo’s performance.

Q: So, who’s better at soccer, 
you or Vince?

continued on page 15

A Sporting Interview
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More Sporting Interview
continued from page 14

N: (He laughs. It Is an arrogant 
laugh. It makes this writer sick.) 
Vince Is Just fast. He can shoot 
with both his legs but so can I.

Q: What were some sp)orts you 
played as a child?

N: I used to play soccer. Ice 
hockey, tennis - my father wanted 
me to be pro, kung fu, and I used to 
swim.

Q: Do you like crum cakes?
N: I don't know what they are.
Q: Did you grow up In a box?
N: No.
Q: Do you like John Wayne 

movies?
N: No.
Q; Why not?
(There Is a lagging slence. The 

Interview Is not working out.
1 decide to speak Italian.)

Q: Como se yama.
Once again, but this time more 

magnificently, the soccer legend 
takes to his feet and begins singing. 
His song Is one of mercy and desire. 
The smell of lasagna comes seeping 
Into the room. A group of large 
Italian women enter from some
where and begin squeezing my 
cheeks. I am forced to flee. I run 
from the women, leaving NUo to his 
fate. It Is too much for me.

NUo lived Three hundred and 
sixty four days, and forgot many 
things. And NUo walked his dog; 
And he got hurt, for his dog bit him.

The first interview was over.
I might pause here and do a 

recap on some of the humorous 
things that have already occurred In 
the article, but instead I'll go di
rectly onto the second interview (It 
Is in this next section that the 
writer wUl try to make a humorous 
comparison to the one above; but 
because the above section Is so 
strange it doesn't work. I apologize 
for the Inconvenience.)
(Interview with Rick Johnson and 
AUen Mikaelian, two people not 
involved In Saint John's sports.)

As soon as I enter Rick's and 
AUen's room, they are suspicious.

R: Why do you want to inter
view us?

Q: (I skirt the question like a 
master) So, Rick, what's your 
favorite sport?

R; Smoking.
A: Smoking Is an aerobic sport.
R; Actually my favorite sport Is 

probabfy Lacrosse.
Q: Lacrosse Is pretty much a 

wimp sport. (I felt It was the right 
time to use the W word. Rick Is in
censed.)

R: Lacrosse is the most bar
baric sport known to man. You can 
hit people with sticks.

Q; AUen, what Is your favorite 
sport?

A: From an observer's stand 
point?

Q: No...From a dead person's 
stand point.

(AUen Is confused. I feel sorry 
for him.)

Q: I mean from a farmer's 
stand point.

(He muses for a moment)
A: Is seminar a team sport?
R: My favorite sport Is actually 

phUosophy.
Q: You know, guys who don't 

play sports are sometimes referred 
to as whnps. (Drey are angry.)

A: What's wimp mean?
R: I don't play sports because 

I'm saving my energy for the 
revolution. Besides the onfy 
purpose for sports Is to take young 
men's minds off of sex and make 
them take showers with a bunch of 
other guys in a locker room.

Q: Well —
R: My father caUed me a 

quitter, I was actuaUy a philoso
pher.

A: I was called a quitter too. I 
tried to play volleybaU but my ear
rings got caught in the net.

(I give them a moment to catch 
their breath)

Q: So Is Nilo one of your Idols?
A: Who?
R: You know him. The guy 

who takes out the garbage. (Rick

found me later and said he meant 
no offense to Nilo and In fact he had 
worked In a garbage dump this 
summer.)

Q: You know NUo's name 
means freedom fighter. Does your 
name mean anything Important?

R: Rick means powerful ruler.
A: Allan Is broken down into 

“aU-ln". Though I'm not always all 
In.

Q: What do you gujrs think 
about John Wayne?

R: I knew a guy who looked like 
John Wayne except he had no 
teeth. He said 'pilgrim' a lot.

A: I was once a neighbor with 
John Wayne.

R: Might of been president.
The second interview is over. I 

need a cigarette.
As I begin typing up the 

article in full. I'm amazed at how 
disjointed and without focus it is. 
But I am much too tired to edit it. 
The theme If there Is one, I guess, is 
either: be nice to your parents or 
play with toys or something along 
those lines.

Unfortunately my roommate 
Ben Shidall is not here, so I can’t 
end this article with one of his 
Minnesotan witticisms. Ben went 
to house-sIt for his cousins so he 
could take care of their dog. Their

---------Rare Bear----------
1303 Cerrilos Road 988-3531
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Bowling For Madness
by Steven Tiberius Bioom

It is shortly after seminar and though I 
am ecstatic because I never again have to 
read another word that that twit ever wrote 
and wish to be Bacchanalic, I accede to my 
editor’s demand that I write him his article 
about the recent hapipenings in Memphis, 
Tennessess.

I begin contemplating how I should 
begin my article. (Note how I parallel what 
I’m doing with what I’m doing. This is 
pretty hip stuff.) I think to myself, “what 
should be the opening line?"- something to 
grab the reader’s attention whilst simultane
ously demonstrating to the world that even 
if Hunter S. Thompson had been on this trip 
it could not have been any more happening 
than it was. Hmm...

Of the pink microbuses that are, some 
by nature have within themselves a prin
ciple of motion and some are Picot’s.

I think to myself, “no, that won’t really 
do; it’s not that good a paraphrase and it is 
sort of unnecessarily cruel," so I grab the 
mouse and delete the above and start typing 
anew, and lo and behold look what appears:

I shouldn’t like to take my oath on the 
whole story, but one thing I am ready to 
fight for as long as I can, in word and act - 
that is, that we shall be better, braver and 
more active men if we believe it is right to 
look for Overton Park in Memphis, Tennes
see.

Now a fan happens by and begins to 
read over my shoulder and says, “Y’know 
you shouldn’t make fun of the scared Meno 
for the sake of some stupid football game” 
and instead of trying to explain truth to her I 
talk to my editor and we agree this is the 
year that we could get disenabled and 
maybe Plato-insulting shouldn’t be done so 
I say OK (speaking in capitols just like I 
wrote it). I decide that the above are all 
from last year’s readings and I should stop 
extolling the past and being indifferent to 
this year and get on to my hard and huge 
task of starting this article by using one of 
this year’s readings. I say to myself, “ 
surely there must be something worthwhile 
about Roman literature that I can para
phrase,” but after some thought I realize 
that even to think that I must have gotten a 
contact high somewhere, so I decide to just 
start my article in middle and call it an 
lonescon touch.

... trees in Arkansas
and now I know why they did the nuclear 
experiments in this damn brown state. Now

its 3:00 in the afternoon and we’re thinking 
we might be late for the game but we don’t 
really care since we anticipate that we’ll be 
able to read about it in the Memphis 
newspaper later and as we’re all good 
Johnnies we’d much rather read about a 
thing than do it anyway.

Finally we do get there and it turns out 
we have missed the Spartan Madball game 
but it just doesn’t matter because there are

. .we have missed the 
Spartan Madball game but 

it just doesn't matter be
cause there are copious 
quantities of Natie Bo 

available for us to drink.
We drink."

copious quantities of Natie Bo available for 
us to drink. We drink.

We decide that protocol has been 
violated since the shirts say “Nerf Bowl” 
on them and there has been no Nerf Bowl, 
just a madball game, so instead of raping 
some virgins and then hanging them, we 
decide to have a Nerf Bowl.

Now, finally the shirts that caused us 
to make our decision appeared as if they 
somehow climg to a dolphin as it swum its 
way down the Mississippi. [This is alot 
funnier if you look up Arion of Methymna 
in the index of Herodotus and refer to the 
relevent passages.] We gazed at them, and 
though they were green, and the designer 
had never seen the Santa Fe campus, we 
were all in awe because we could feel the 
brown.

Now we needed to assure ourselves 
that the sides were at least even so we 
folded ourselves up into triangles and 
stacked ourselves upon one another and 
when no one stuck out (except, of course, 
Alfonso) we saw the coincidence and we 
decided we were equal enough and could 
play. So we played. We won. Despite 
Picot’s Cheeze-Its fetish, despite the call of 
hearty Chinese fare, despite the difficulty of 
making a gratuitous grope, despite the fact 
that we all cried when we heard that Alex
ander had lead his Nerf Bowl team to 
victory over the Knicks while he was only a 
four month old foetus and despite our lack 
of kleenexes, we kicked their little asses. 
Then we each shattered a bull’s skull and

went out for dinner in the shadow of 
Graceland. As the Shriners walked by I 
could see them translating the inscription 
about the quantities of leeks and garlic Elvis 
had smoked and, boy, were they impressed.

After this we reached a consensus that 
none of us really wanted to go to music 
tutorial in the morning and besides Shum 
needed the money [this would be alot 
funnier if you looked up Shum in the Hero
dotus index] so we visited historic Adrian. 
Texas and saw some of the building in 
which the CIA is hiding the flying saucers 
that crashed on 8 April 1953.

Like all good Johnnies we decide to 
blame the problem of our lateness on 
Charles Eliot so we are 729 times happier 
than Tellus. Luckily we got home in time 
to catch the four o’clock bus from the 
circle.

Notice from the Eldltors 
The Moon recognizes a deep 

responsibility to provide the St. 
John’s College community with 
a truly open forum. All articles, 

therefore, will be accepted for 
consideration, and only those 
that are legally actionable will 

not be printed. We also reserve 
the right to edit the grammar of 

any submission. We under
stand that we run the risk of 
publishing articles that our 

readers may find objectionable, 
either in style or content. We 

hope that those readers who are 
strongly effected by any article, 
whether Impressed or scandal
ized, will take the time to write 

a letter to the editor.

All submissions should be 
typed or neatly printed, double 
spaced, and sent via campus 
mail to The Moon. Writers 

who have an Apple Macintosh 
at their disposal are encour

aged to submit articles on 
diskette: the disk will be 

returned in a timely fashion. 
The deadline for the next issue 

is
Monday, October 24.

"...And this is the writing that was 
written..."

-Old Testament, Daniel, V:5
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