
Murphy's Foundation of Physics
by Jack Steadman, tutor

Murphy's Law, Thermodynamics, and 
the Principle of Least Action

(1) Murphy"show: Whatever can go wrong, 
wUl go wrong.

1. Thermod)mamics.
It is well known that the second law 

of thermodynamics is a consequence of 
Murphy's Law.

From reading the Carnot paper we 
saw that the 2nd law follows from two 
facts. On the one hand, the work 1 do 
could be totally wasted and might end up 
wholly as heat (hot air, mostly, in my 
case), but on the other hand, as Carnot 
showed, heat can not be turned back into 
work completely, some of it must remain 
as heat. Planck ("First Lecture," in the Sr. 
Lab manual) shows that by analyzing 
these two facts, and removing the anthro
pomorphic elements, we can see the 2nd 
law as: "there are irreversible processes 
in nature." Further refinement leads to 
the concept of entropy and ultimately (at 
least he suggests this in the "Third Lec
ture"), we might see from it the necessity 
of quantum mechanics.

Did we really need Carnot to convince 
us of the 2nd law? The two facts it is based 
on: that on the one hand work can be 
totally wasted as heat, but on the other 
heat cannot be totally converted back into 
work, are both immediate consequences 
of Murphy's Law, in the form:

(2) Anything can go wholly wrong, and 
nothing can go wholly right.

CThis is merely a tautological repetition of 
the law: "Anything can go wholly wrong, 
i.e.,if anything can go wrong it will, and 
nothing can go wholly right, «.e.,if any
thing can go wrong it will.")

In deducing the 2nd law of 
thermodynamics we use primarily the 
moral aspect of Murphy's Law, i.e.: "if 
anything can go wrong, it will." Thus

thermodynamics is the study of the 
wrongness of the universe; it is the science 
of evil. Adam and Eve caused the fall, not 
just of mankind alone, but of the whole 
universe, and entropy is a measure of 
how far and how fast we have fallen. 
CTheir fall, in fact, was itself an instance of 
the 2nd law: "you can't get the apple back 
after you have eaten it.")

The "first law" of thermodynamics 
is better known as the law of conservation 
of energy. It is equivalent to the fact that, 
e.g.,you have to have the eggs before you 
can make an omelette. Since the 2nd law 
says you can't get the eggs back after 
you've eaten the omelette, the two laws 
together are summed up in:

(3) The Fundamental Axiom of Ther
modynamics:
You can't make an omelette without breaking 
eggs.

2. The Principle of Least Action.
It is not as well known that 

Newtonian mechanics is also a conse
quence of Murphy's Law.

Planck argues that science advances by 
purifying facts seen from an anthropo
morphic point of view in order to get 
universal principles. So while thermo
dynamics studies the wrongness involved 
in Murphy's Law, if we consider 
"wrongness" as a merely anthropomor
phic element, we can purify Murphy's 
Law to get another universal truth:

(4) Whatever can happen, will happen.

Richard Feynman, I think, some
where formulated this principle as: 
"anything that is permitted, is obliga
tory." It is Murph)^s Law again, but 
without reference to evil.

To apply it to mechanics we note that 
to make something happen, work has to 
be done, that is, a force has to be applied 
in some place. This gives a specific form 
to Mvirphy's Law:

(5) Whatever xoork can be done, will be 
done.

Ernst Mach (The Science of Mechanics, 
page 453) puts it this way: "all the work 
that can be performed in an element of 
time actually is performed," and says it is 
the basis of what he calls "Gauss's prin
ciple." We see that it is just another form 
of Murphy's Law.

To get the principle of least action we 
must generalize from work to energy, 
including both potential and kinetic, and 
specify more precisely what is meant by 
"happens":

(6) Whateveractionenergycaneffect,itwin. 
effect.

You can see that that's just another 
version of Murphy's Law. I believe it is 
also a reasonably correct formulation of 
the principle of least action.

Thus, for example, consider a ball 
moving in a gravitational field. Then its 
kinetic energy, from moment to moment, 
will always produce its maximum effect, 
tending to keep the ball moving in a 
straight line. But simultaneously the 
gravitational field (the ball's potential 
energy), at every moment, will produce 
its maximum effect, changing the amovmt 
and (or) direction of the ball's kinetic 
energy. Since, by Murphy's Law, both 
will act maximally at every moment, the 
sum of their differences over the actual 
path must be minimum. That is the prin
ciple of least action.

That that principle is equivalent to 
Newton's laws is shown in, for example. 
The Feynman Lectures on Physics, vol. 2, 
chap. 19 (a Xerox is available in the book
store) by Richard Feynman, a Nobel Prize 
winner, and also in some handwritten 
notes (not in the bookstore) by Ralph 
Swentzell, a noble tutor.

So Newtonian mechanics is a conse
quence of Murphy's Law. And since the 
conservation of energy follows from that.



LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS

To the editon
I would like to put a once thought dead 
matter finaly to rest. In the Nov 9 issue of 
The Moon, in the article by Lisa Bendell, 
a point was made that, some time ago, 
polity gave SAO fimds to purchase ski 
equipment. It is true that SAO asked 
polity for the funds but, as it turned out, 
polity did not give SAO the funds. For 
some reason this decision was not well 
known in the college community. It is 
now. The most interesting thing about 
this event is the reason that the former 
polity president Watt Alexander gave for 
not giving the funds. I have included a 
copy of the memo that he sent to me 
explaining the reasons.

I would like to say that Ms. Bendell's 
article was well written and her point 
well taken. Further, that polity no longer 
holds the opinion expressed in Mr. 
Alexander's memo. In feet. Polity and 
SAO have a good working realtionship 
and do cooperate to enhance the student 
life of the college.

Finally and more importantly, a note to

so too the full 'Tundamental Axiom of 
Thermodynamics" (which includes both 
the 1st and 2nd laws) follows from 
Murphy's Law.

Planck ("First Lecture," p. 19) 
expresses his opinion that "in the theo
retical physics of the future the first and 
most important differentiation of all 
physical processes will be into reversible 
[Newtonian] and irreversible [thermody
namic] processes." WeseethatMurphj^s 
Law is truly the fundamental principle of 
all of physics, and is indeed the grand 
unifying principle underlying the differ
entiation Planck envisions.

That that principle is equivalent to 
Newton's laws is shown in, for example. 
The Feynman Lectures on Physics, vol. 2, 
chap. 19 (a Xerox is available in the book
store) by Richard Feynman, a Nobel Prize 
winner, and also in some handwritten 
notes (not in the bookstore) by Ralph 
Swentzell, a noble tutor.

So Newtonian mechanics is a conse
quence of Murphy's Law. And since the 
conservation of energy follows from that.

the community at large. Please do not 
destroy the ping pong tables or steal the 
pool balls from the pool tables. Theft or 
vandalism of community property affects 
us all.

Robert McClees 
Assistant Director SAO

(Letter from Watt Alexander, former Polity 
Council President—Novembers, 1988)

Dear Bobby,
In our meeting on Sunday (October 30), 

the Student Polity decided not to allocate 
the money you requested. It was the 
general feeling of the Polity that to do so 
would create an undesirable precedent 
for both SAO and Student Polity's of the 
future, it is our feeling that the real issue 
is not whether the Student Polity cem help 
SAO at this time, but rather whether it is 
a good idea for our budget, created above 
and beyond pre-1987 budget levels, to be 
used to supplement an aspect of the 
College's budget which is obviously and

so too the full "Fundamental Axiom of 
Thermodynamics" (which includes both 
the 1st and 2nd laws) follows from 
Murphy's Law.

Planck ("First Lecture," p. 19) expresses 
his opinion that "in the theoretical phys
ics of the future the first and most impor
tant differentiation of all physical pro
cesses will be into reversible [Newtonian] 
and irreversible [thermodynamic] pro
cesses." We see that Murphy's Law is 
truly the fundamental principle of all of 
physics, and is indeed the grand unifying 
principle underlying the differentiation 
Planck envisions.

grievously underfunded. Though, in the 
short term, the skiing program and your 
activities might be benefited; in the long- 
run such action on our part would only 
delay the commitment which needs to be 
made by the Administration to increase 
funding for SAO. SAO, as an organ of the 
College, should remain a College re
sponsibility and we felt it is not our place 
and not in our ultimate interest to in any 
way blur that relationship.

I can imagine that our response will be 
disappointing to you, yet I hope you can 
appreciate our position and our desire to 
set precedents which will clarify our 
function within the community in the 
most far-sighted way possible. To this 
end, we are more than willing to help in 
your efforts to increase your budget. We 
await Istvan's word regarding his efforts 
in this matter and hope to consult further 
that our cooperation may be most effec
tive. I shoiild also convey the general 
feeling of respect and gratitude among 
the Polity towards SAO and our best 
wishes to Istvan and yourself.

Yours,
Watt Alexander

"Those who are 
interesteii in 

forming a 
St. John's 

Student Political 
Coalition, 

come to the first 
meeting on 
Tuesday, 

December 4 
at 4:00 p.m. 

in the
Upper Commons 

Room.
For

further 
information, 

contact Jonathan 
Skinner or Mike 

Bazemore."

MURPHY'S LAW
(CONT FROM COVER)
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WHY I VOTED AGAINST THE STUDENT POLITY TUTOR PROGRAM

by James Papiano '92

By voting against the motion to fund 
the tutor program for the rest of the se
mester, I meant to ask the Council to think 
about it some more. For those who find 
the discussions of the Council worthless 
for whatever reason this request is surely 
academic: "Let the discusion go on" they 
might say, "members just want to hear 
themselves talk." For those who find the 
discussion of the Tutor Program like a 
recurring nightmare, this notion of con
tinued discussion is freightening and 
horrific.

Contrary to these opinions, I find the 
Council seriously committed to its duty 
to apfwopriate the Polity funds and act as 
a forum for concerns of students. As for 
the discussion of the Tutor Program, I 
encourage members to talk until their 
questions are answered and there is a 
common understanding of the various 
views presented on the topic. Unfortu
nately, I suspect that our patience for the 
dicussion runs out before the discussion 
comes to a close. At the same time, I 
realize that the Council must make its 
way through its endless agenda, making 
the new business old.

I voted no because I have nagging

FRENCH FI

by John O'Brien
Bonjour tout la monde!
-Well, Tm wondering if the French Film 
Society should show some Julia Child 
videos. Not really, but I was hoping more 
of you would be wanting to choose films.
I have a great list, so see me. 
-Thanksgiving set me back on notifying 
you of these things: You still have time to 
see Jeux Interdits (Forbidden Games), a 
very moving film about two children 
caught in the explosivenessof World War
II France.
Next weeks' film is King of Hearts, which 

will be shown later this year on the big 
screen, but it seems like an opportune

questions about the effect of a paid student 
tutors on the Program and the college 
community.

My concern stems from my under
standing of the Liberal Arts at SJC. It 
appears that here we emphasize the 
process of community learning more than 
the knowledge acquired. We are to 
graduate with a method, not a parcel of 
facts, formulae, and philosophy.

Now, if our emphasis is on community 
learning, why should we pay members 
of the community to do what we all do 
anyway, namely practice the method? 
Some will say that this natural intercourse 
of the community is not sufficient, espe
cially in math and science. They say the 
activity of the community must be 
supplemented with paid student tutors.

If students need help, beyond the 
clarification of the texts which occurs 
everyday in class, they can ask an indi
vidual in their class, form a study group, 
ask their tutor, or find oneof many willing 
upperclassmen. Is this not enough?

The Polity Council has heard a testi
monial of one junior in favor of the pro
gram because without it she would be

M UPDATE

time to show a film about the absurdity of 
war. Albert Finney stars, even though 
he's not French.
-And let me leave you with these thoughts. 
People seem to be taking the video off 
campus a lot. This keeps it from being 
available to other students for long peri
ods of time. I don't wemt to forbid such 
use, but please be prompt in returning the 
film or don't take it out. Also, starting 
this coming Monday the video will be 
available at the library circulation desk, 
not the switchboard.

lost in Junior Mathematics. At times, I too 
am lost in that tutorial. I thought 
drowning and resurfacing was part of the 
education. No, I don't like going to class 
when my imderstanding of the material 
is so weak that I cannot formulate ques
tions—even to help myself. But that is not 
the point. The point is to sit with my 
ignorance for as long as I can, staring at 
the diagrams and formulas in the manual, 
then leave and come back until something 
begins to make sense. If this fails, then I 
have recourse to other members of the 
community. Then 1 go to class and hope 
the method worked. I ask my questions 
to my tablemates.

This is our method. It is this which we 
must practice at the expense of specific 
knowledge, or our classroom egos. Pay
ing students to be tutors is a ^gar re
dundancy.

I thought the idea was to get comfort
able with our ignorance and to try to 
improveour diligence, independentlyand 
collectively.

Get up. Put the 
book down.

Drive to my studio and 
play congas 

traditional/unorthodox 
rythyms.

Instruments provided. 
If you think banging 

on drums is fun* 
Imagine playing them. 

984-8453 Leave Message.
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BLUE MOON
by Michael Daddino *93

Deee-Lite, World Clique (Elektra). Radio 
stations in New York suck. If you want to 
hear any good music, you either listen to 
Frankie Crocker ( He's mentioned in " 
Rapper's Delight."), or you stay up late. 
At that time, if you turn your radio's dial 
the right way, you will get a cornucopia of 
music worthy of the cultural diversity of 
the city. You want examples? Sonny 
Sharrock and Negativland. Hours and 
hours of dub. A1 B. Sure! played right 
next to the Qash. Celtic music. Awful 
psychedelia. The latest hardcore. And 
house music.

This summer, on one dance music pro
gram, the D.J. continually played this odd 
druggy song whose refrain was a vacuous 
" What... is...love? I think I know what 
loveis." Then there would be this woman 
speaking in a most absurd French accent, 
cooing " How do you say," Deee-lite?" It 
was so airheaded, {nothing new to dance 
music, thanks to the drug Ecstasy), but it 
took airheadedness to previously un
known horizons.
This is the same group. Don't be fooled, 

though, this is not some quickie group 
bound to be forgotten in a year or two.

Deee-Lite is a group of music veterans 
whose names occasionally px)p up in the 
liner notes of certain albums— Lady Miss 
Kier on vocals. Super D.J. Dmitry and 
Jungle D.J. Towa Towa on the technical 
sideof things. This is expertly done dance 
music made by people who like a hipjjer 
version of the Archies.

You may have heard "Groove is in the 
Heart," a song which makes me and many 
of my friends deliriously happy. I can't 
think of any song releas^ this yeetr, with 
the possible exception of "The Humpty 
Dance," if that coimts, which is a better 
example of funk. Its funkiness is in part 
due to the cameos of Bootsy Collins, Fred 
Wesley, Maceo Parker, all veterans of the 
J.B.'s and Parliafunkadelicment. I think 
that's reason enough to at least buy the 
single. But "Deee-Lite Theme" is a sonic 
garden of New Orleans jazz, soul, and 
funk. It kicks off the album with their 
statement of one-worldism: 'Trom the 
Global Village... in the Age of 
Communication...New York City! Deee- 
Lite!"

There's no guarantee you'll like the al

bum, though. It depends on what you 
think about house music. This is grat 
house music, which ranges from Sly Stone 
poppish in "Smile On," to the more de
tached last few songs. But it's also very 
funky, and more lyrically fulfilled than 
most house, so you may not notice. It's a 
lot like most pop music, only weirder. 
But since I know house music leaves some 
people cold, you might want to hear it 
from a friend first if you don't know that 
much about house music.

But I love this album. It endlessly 
amuses me. Even if you hate dance mu
sic, see the album cover or the video for 
"Groove is in the Heart" for a laugh, but 
if you love dance music, seriouslyconsider 
a listen, Grade: A

Also listened to this week: Angelo 
Badalamenti, Twin Peaks (Soundtrack), 
(Warner Brothers); Toni!, Tone! The Re
vival (Wing).

STD AND HIV TESTING AT THE PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICE

by Kait Schott *91
The phone numbers of HIV (AIDS) test
ing sites have been printed on and off in 
The Moon this year. In the interest of 
reducing the anxiety level of anyone who 
wants to get tested for any sort of STD 
(Sexually Transmitted Disease), here is 
an article to let people know some of the 
details involved with getting tested.

The Public Health Office is located at 
605 Letrado, behind Coronado Shopping 
Center (where Walgreens is) on Cordova. 
HIV and STD testing clinics are open on 
Mondays and Thursdays from 12:30 to 
3:00 p.m. All tests and examinations are 
provided free. When you enter the clinic, 
you are faced with a large front counter. 
On this coimter are forms which you fill 
out letting them know what services you 
are there for. so you don't even have to 
say, "AIDS," "HIV," or "STD" out loud if 
you don't want to; if you are squeamish 
about that sort of thing.
In addition to HIV testing, the clinic will 

also take cultures for gonorrhea, syphilis, 
and clamydia. They'll do whichever of 
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these tests you want and the physician 
will also look at any symptoms you may 
be concerned about.

After they know what tests you want, 
the front desk will give you several forms 
to fill out and an anonymous question
naire ifyou'rebeingtested for HIV. Since 
it takes the body three months to develop 
HIV antibodies to the AIDS virus, the test 
will only be accurate if you've been 
practicing safe sex for the past three 
months. For non-HIV testing a file will be 
kept with your name on it, but HIV test- 
ingiscompletelyanonymous. Thereisno 
record that you were tested, let alone 
what the results were.

After filling out forms, you're given a 
letter which will be your identity from 
now on, as they are probably right in 
assuming that you don't want your name 
called out in the waiting room for all to 
hear. So you sit down to wait. The 
waiting room is much like any other 
waiting room with the exception of the 
posters discouraging teenage pregnancy

plastered on the walls.
There is also a large bowl containing 

condoms which one is encouraged to take. 
They're free after all, and I figure that the 
Public Health office is going to know 
what the more reliable brands are. I 
haven't seen Trojans there yet.

When your letter is finally called, (the 
earlier you get there, the shorter the wait) 
you'U be taken to a private office (a room 
with two chairs and a file cabinet) for an 
interview with a Disease Prevention 
Specialist. The interview consists mostly 
of going over the forms and questionnaire 
you filled out, dealing with any symptoms 
you might have, the number and gender 
of your partners, whether or not any of 
your partners have tested positive for any 
STD, etc. They also ask for your correct 
ntune, phone number and address (for 
everything except HIV) so that they can 
contact you about results and possible

follow up treatment. They are aware that 
you don't necessarily want room or dorm 

(cent on next page)



Don Cook NOTES FROM THE ASSISTANT DEAN

OFFICE SERVICES 
I was very interested in Mr. Eliot 

TuUoch's articleon the difficulty students 
are having obtaining office services be- 
causeof inconvenient scheduling. I would 
like to hear other student opinions. The 
more detailed the information you can 
give me about the problem, the more 
likely it is that a change can be effected.

ABSENCES
Would you please remember to turn in 

your medical absence excuses within three 
days of the illness? If you obtain an 
excuse through my office please request 
it within three days of the absence. Be
cause we are sending out absence warn
ings and notifications of absence proba
tion within a week after the absences are 
reported, we can longer accejrt excuses 
that are not within the three day time 
frame. Thanks for your cooperation.

I also wanted to remind you that the 
absence policy is in effect through the last 
day of the semester. Ifyou are on absence 
probation in a class and you have another 
unexcused absence in that class during

the waning days of the semester, the re
sult will be the same as it would be in the 
middle of the semester.

LOCKERS FOR OFF-CAMPUS 
STUDENTS:

Kathy Mizrahi and 1 have decided to 
make the lockers in the men's and 
women's rest rooms in the basement of 
Peterson available to off-campus students. 
Please see Mrs. Mizrahi to arrange to use 
one. Let one of us know how this ar
rangement works out. I hope it does as 
we have not been able to get lockers 
through surplus and new ones are pro
hibitively expensive. 1 am indebted to 
Mr. Justin Halter for suggesting the use of 
these lockers.

CHANGE MACHINES IN THE
UPPER AND LOWER DORMS 

At the last Polity meeting the question 
of having change-machines plac^ in the 
upper and lower dormitories was raised. 
Cfor current vendor has agreed to furnish 
change machines provided we give him 
the coke concession. We hope the ma

chines will be in place within three weeks. 
If there is any vandalism, however, we 
run the risk of having them removed so 
please be kind to the machines.

NOTIFICATION OF ALGEBRA AND 
FRENCH TESTS

Algebra and French tests have been 
scheduled for Saturday, Dec 8 at 10:00 
a.m. in the dining hall. The algebra test is 
required of all sophomores who have not 
yet satisfied the requirement. This will be 
the next to last chance to pass the test for 
sophomores. Freshmen may also take 
this test although they are not required to 
do so. 1 will conduct review sessions on 
the previous test on Wednesday, Dec 5 at 
4:00 p.m. and again at 7:00 p.m. in SFH 
105.

The French examination must be passed 
by all imdergraduate students by the end 
of the junior year. This particular test is 
required of all juniors who have not yet 
passed. It is also open to freshmen and 
sophomores who wish to try to satisfy the 
requirement at this time.

STD AND HIV TESTING AT THE PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICE

mates to know about your testing, so 
there's no need to worry about indiscreet 
phone calls. In the interview they'll also 
let you know if your behavior puts you 
into the categories which statistically have 
the highest rates of contracting HIV or 
other STD's. At the end of the interview 
they'll give you a card with the name of 
the Disease Prevention Sfjecialist so you 
can call to find out if test results are in, or 
to ask any questions.

Now it's time to wait again, this time in 
a cubicle in the interior of the clinic. If 
you're getting an HIV test, you'll be called 
into the lab to have blood drawn, other
wise you'll wait until you're called in for 
the physical exam.

Two vials of blood are drawn by a lab 
technician from your arm. Thanks to 
modern technology they can draw both 
vials but only stick you with a needle 
once, which was definitely appreciated. 
The vials are labeled with an identification 
number and you receive another card 
with this same number which you must 
have in order to get your results. If you're 
only being tested for HIV you're done at 
this point. If not, you go back to wait in

the cubicles again. This wait seems to be 
the longest, either because it is, or perhaps 
just because there's nothing interesting to 
look at. It's a good time to work on the 
seminar reading.

Finally you are called into the 
exam room and the doctor asks in more 
detail about any symptoms of concern 
which were noted in yoxir file during 
your interview. You are then given an 
exam and specimens are collected for any 
laboratory testing that you want to have 
done. This is the point at which your any 
questions or concerns can be directly 
addressed. The physician is one of the 
sort that maintains that critical balance of 
answering questions thoroughly, yet in 
understandable language without being 
patronizing or condescending. The 
physician will also tell you about any 
treatment that may be ne^ed. All treat
ment and medication are provided free of 
charge.
Now that the tests are taken, the waiting 

begins. Non-HIV tests usually take ten 
days to come back and you can get these 
results by giving them your name over 
the phone. If the results are positive they

will contact you (discreetly) emd request 
(not demand) that you give them the 
names of past partners so that they can 
contact and advise them to be tested. 
They will not let them know which of 
their past {partners has tested positive. 
Also, any treatment that is called for will 
be administered by the clinic, free of 
charge as well as coimseling for any STIYs 
including AIDS.

HIV results must be received in person, 
althoughby giving them the identification 
number over the phone, they can tell you 
if the results are in you or not. You must 
have the i.d. number with you to get the 
results, as there is nothing else linking 
you to the results. HIV results take from 
ten days to two weeks to come in, and 
must be received duringSTDclinic hours. 
When you go in, you fill out the same 
form at the front desk to let them why you 
are there. You wait again, this time with 
a double letter as a temporary identity. 
When finally called in, you talk to another 
Disease Prevention Specialist who, like 
pretty much every one else in the clinic, is 
more than eager to answer questions 
without ins^ultin^^ou int^jigence. Along
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Friday, November 30

Noon A French Conversation Table for all levels. Private Dining Room.

4:30 p.m. Thorpe room. Dante Reading Group. Italian text of the Inferno. Led by 
John Schiff

8:00 p.m. Great HalLLecture: Levi Strauss's Reading of the Bible and its implications. 
Robert Sacks

Saturday,December 1

Films in the Great Hall. 
Psychological Mind-Benders

7:00 p.m Repulsion 
9:15 p.m.The Tin Drum

Sunday, December 2

11:30 a.m. Women's Literature study group. Junior Conunon Room 
4:00 p.m. Private Dining Room, Student Polity Council Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Great Hall, Small Chorus rehearsal

Tuesday, December 4

4:00 p.m. For those interested in forming a Stidemt Political Coalition. Upper Commons I 
Room. '
5:00 p.m.Vespers, Thorpe Room. All are welcome.

6:30 p.m. Latin Study Group. Santa Fe Hall, 209. Led by John Schiff

Wednesday, December 5

4:00 p.m. Review of previous Algebra Test with Don Cook, SFH 105
6:00 p.m. Open Poetry Reading, Thorpe Room. Contact Johnathan Skinner for info
7:00 p.m. Review of previous Algebra Test with Don Cook, SFH 105

Tutor Cary Stickney suggests that attempts be made to keep the second set of doors leading 
into Peterson shut, so as to save heat in the building.

Security now has a 24 hour direct line: 984-2831. Dialing 611 from dorm phones is for 
emergencies only, the new number is for all security matters. Student volunteers are in 

theoffice from 10-2 am nightly. They are often bored, so call them.

The Ephemera deadline is Friday, 5:00 p.m. Submit via Campus mail to The Moon. 
or drop off at ESL 115.



by Steve Bloom *92
FOR WHAT IT'S WORTH

OK, this 'news' is a wee bit old, it's from 
the last two weeks and even in this dusty 
brown hell we can all get CNN and 
newspapers from civilization, but stacks 
of us don't. Thus a bit of ancient history 
to help us keep up with those 5 billion 
folks who never heard of us Great Book's 
people.

In major stories. People opens 
their letters to the editor column (the Mail 
column) thus: "the death of the two-year- 
old racehorse Go For Wand (People Nov. 
12) drew the greatest number of letters 
this week, primarily from readers who 
regard racing as a form of animal abuse. 
On another front, correspondents were 
generally supportive of Demi Moore, 
Bruce Willis and their rumor beset mar
riage."

Meanwhile, In England, things 
are weird. The ruling Conservative Party 
decided that 11 years might be enough for 
Thatcher. (England has a parliamentary 
system; the party or coalition of parties 
with a majority in Parliament decides 
who will be Prime Minister. It is not done 
by direct vote like here in the US.) After 
a vote showing that deep divisions in the 
party, but yieldingno conclusive decisions 
as to who should be Prime Minister, 
Thatcher announced that she would not 
be on the next ballot (that is, she resigned). 
More conservative folks were a bit irked 
'cause Thatcher would eventually have 
come out on top again, (though perhaps

not for long) and none of the present 
candidates are as conservative as she is. 
Pragmatists noted that polls taken just 
after her resignation showed that the 
Labour party (the majoropposition party) 
which had been gaining in popularity 
recently, dropped sharply.

More weird stuff is happening 
in the Iraqui situation. Bush keeps 
claiming and demanding more authority 
from Congress and the UN to use force 
while claiming that he really doesn't want 
to use that force, though he still sends 
more and more troops into the region. 
Still no shootin' war though. Relatedly, a 
few of the mainstream media outlet shave 
started running sympathetic stories about 
a few of the 100 or so folks who are 
members of the armed forces but who 
have refused to go to the Mid-East. Also, 
the army has decided that if your enlist
ment is up, tough. You still can not leave.

On the domestic front. Bill 
Bennet, who recently resigned as drug 
czar, has been appointed GOP chairman 
replacing the ailing Lee Atwater; nobody 
has faith in the economy and almost no
body sees this Christmas season as being 
a particularly good one; unions are re
ceiving semi-positive press in the Dcdly 
News strike but not especially positive 
press in the postal union negotiations; 
The Supreme Court ruled that CNN could 
no longer broadcast government recorded 
tapes of supposedly confidential conver

sations between Noriega and his lawyers. 
Some have speculated that the govern
ment leaked the tapes to torpedo its own 
case against Noriega to k^p the case 
from going to court in order to keep em
barrassing Bush/Noriega/CIA connec
tions from becoming a matter of public 
record.

Bush announced that he and 
Gorbachev are planning more joint photo
opportunities for next year; the Keating 5 
congressional hearings continue and are 
almost as nasty as polity council meetings; 
D.C. retains its highest-per-capita-mur- 
der-rate title; 1 could find no news about 
blondes qua blondes; and the Giants, 
Eagles and Bears all lost.

Non-domestically, elections in 
Poland are taking place for the first time 
since WWII. Lech Walensa got the most 
votes, but not a majority and now must 
run again in a run-off dection; Japan's 
new emperor has been enthroned; in 
France Rocard's minority socialist gov
ernment survived a no-confidence vote 
by five votes; Soviet harvest are at their 
lowest level in years; and East and West 
European covmtries signed a NATO like 
defense and non-aggression pact.

In a final note, the American 
Heart Association announced a study 
suggesting that smoking dgarettes in
creases one's tolerance for pain.

STD AND HIV TESTING AT THE PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICE (continued)

with your results, she'll shower you with 
statistics, such as the feet that Swta Fe is 
in the top ten dties with the highest HIV 
contraction rates. She'll also give you, 
with little or no provocation, not only 
copious amotmts of AIDS prevention info, 
but also plenty of condoms in a variety of 
styles, flavors, and textiues, more variety 
than is found in most drugstores, enough 
for anyone to be an informed shopper 
thereafter.

The Public Health Office dtes the 
following as risky behaviors:

—^unprotected sex 
—sex with an I.V. drug user 
—^multiple partners 
—sex with gay or bisexual men 
—sex with a prostitute 

Since it is not only your behavior which 
puts you at risk, but also the behavior of 
any partner with whom you have un-safe 
sex, these days, most of us must face the 
feet that getting an HIV test would be a 
good idea. If one has ever practiced any 
of the above practices, the only way to

know if one is HIV negative is to take a 
test. Takingthetest is not somethingtobe 
avoided out of shame or embarrassment, 
it's just a feet of life, being an adult in the 
nineties. It's something that a partner 
may want to know about. It's feirly simple 
and the point of this article is that it need 
not be intimidating. The clinic is as non
chalant about it as if they were testing you 
blood sugar or cholesterol level. It's that 
matter of fact. There's nothing more to be 
said except: Get tested.

AIDS HOTLINES;1-800-AIDS; AIDS WELLNESS CLINIC: 983-1822 
COUNTY HEALTH CLINIC; 827-3573
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OFFICERS: Oiflirperson:-Mauia Donnelly, Vice 
Chairpersoni-Matt Kelly, Treasurer-Gteg 
Brownn, Secretary -]ulia Goldberg. REPS: Amy 
Wuebbels (Fr), Lila Kerns(Jr), Michelle 
GriestOr), Joshua Cohen (Fr), Justin Halter(So), 
Chuck Cohen(Sr). HERE FOR THE FUN OF 
IT: Heather Howell, Jen Graham, Ron 
Scrogham, DavldMacDonald, John Westover, 
Mary Welliver(v), James Papiano(v), Teresa 
Hennigan(v), Steve Bloom(v), Don Cook, 
David Small, Brian Erickson.

I am writing these minutes from a tropical, 
uninhabited island overlooking some ocean, 
where the temperature is currently about 87 
degrees, with balmy breezes gentllngblo wing 
on the sand. Why? You may ask, am I here? 
Well, ITl tell you, folks, 1 just needed a little 
vacation. Here on fantasy island I have no 
papers, no responsibilities, and no one pub
lishes mean things about me to print on the 
bathroom walls. Best of all, no one, but no one, 
ever orders Dominoes pizza. Mangoes all the 
way.

Alright, alright, enough of this nonsense, you 
know, I know and God knows I'm writing 
these minutes from the same place I always 
write these minutes, the dark, dismal bowels 
of ESL. Read 'em and weep.

The meeting begins with a discussion, 
prompted by Ms. Kerns, concerning the change 
machines in uppers and lowers, that is, the 
potential change machines in uppers and 
lowers, which, according to Mr. Cook's little

armouncement, will soon to become actual 
change machines in uppers and lowers, unless 
they are vandalized, at which time they may 
become negated change machines in uppers 
and lowers.

Next, Mr. Halter would like a ping pong table. 
Or, to be more exact, 250.00 for it. We are 
concerned, naturally, about its upkeep, but 
Mr. Halter assures us that in the catalogue 
there are 6 people sitting on the table we will 
buy. I suppose this is suffrdent evidence for 
our suspicious little minds, because we give 
Mr. Halter the money, voting at 112.

The last thing on oirr agenda is the long-awaited 
student tutor issue, soon to be resolved by the 
members. But, a new twist!!! Mr. Halter of Ore 
ping pong table/couch/fooz-ball machine/ 
has organized an alternative volunteer pro
gram, so that tutoring can be run for free. He 
has about 30 volunteers lined up already. The 
idea is that there would be about an average of 
6 or 7 tutors per subject Tutees would contact 
Mr. Halter, who would then assign an available 
tutor.
Well, you can just imagine the conversation 
that ensued from this turn of events:

Ms. Graham has a petition with 150 sigrratures 
on it, stating that they want the tutor program 
to remain as it has been. Albert Elnstin and 
Saddam Hussane's signatures are among the 
most notable.
Matt Kelly is concerned about the intensity of 
ocounitment on the part of these vcdunteer

tutors. Mary Welliver wants to know who 
would handle the volimteer program. Justin 
says he'd like the SIC to. Maura asks how 
Justin picked the people. I didn't write down 
Justin's response, but I remember something 
about sending notes to the tutors that have 
been paid thus far, and contacting people with 
good reps. How about a trial period, some 
optimisticperson ventures. Ms.Graham wants 
to know if the two programs could consist 
silmutaneiously. Mr. Halter tries to explain 
why this is impossible. I try to explain why it 
would be impossible. I would explain it again, 
right now, except I can't remmeber why I 
thought it, to tell you the truth. Chuck Cohen 
thinks there would be a lot of overlap between 
the two programs, Michelle Criest thirrks the 
student tutors should be required to come with 
recommendations. Erickson tells a story about 
someone who failed the Algebra test because 
of a student tutor. MacDonald asks about the 
history of the tutor foogram's funding, Mr. 
Cook thinks we don't teach people how to use 
their classes. I slip Maura a note asking her if 
she can put a time limit on this conversation. 
522 Ms. Graham reiterates that 150 people 
want this program
Justin Halter says that tutoring is its own re
ward.
526 Greg Brown says that some people are 
counting on their tutoring money.
527: Steve Bloom moves that we appropriate 
funds up to 2,000 for the semester for the 
original program.
528:6 in favor, 5 ojTposed, and 2 abstaining. 

Meeting adjourned.
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