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conceiving can deal only with what hap­
penings in this limited space-time we 
have experienced and their extrapola­
tions. There is much outside of our 
particular space-time that could be, 
but not being subject to our experi­
ence, is totally outside of our concep­
tion. Consequently, in the prime mover 
hypothesis as well as many other meta­
physical questions where we are admit-

A method is scientific in inverse 
proportion to the degree of emotion 
that is brought to the balancing. 
Likes, dislikes, fears, desires, hates 
and all classes of emotion are of 
course prejudicial to an objective dis~ 
posal of the illlknown facts, and recog­
nition of the known. Since knowledge 
is accurate according to the degree in 1 

which it has been approached scientifi­
cally, can 'we say that those two parts tedly dealing with happenings outside 

our space-time, we have to say that the 
unknown factor is too large for any 
balancing. This, in effect, limits our 
speculation to such things as have come 
in our experience and are possible of 
verification by it . 

The scientific method consists of 
accurate weighing, which in turn con­
sists of 1) an accurate knowledge of 
the facts on both sides of the balance, 
2) a knowledge of what facts pertaining 
to the case are unknown, and 3) an ob­
jective disp:>sal of these facts accord­
ing to probability, or if there is not 
enough information to determine the 
probability of the individual facts, a 
holding them in suspension during the 
balancing. 

These three disciplines are per­
formed by different people in varying 
degrees. Some are predisposed toward 
extreme hypotheses. They put their 
foot on one side of the balance and the 
m-Os t overpowering and patient piling up 
of facts on the other side will not 
budge them f'rom their views. And of 
course tney claim the whole body of the 
illlknown for their side, becoming dog­
matic about the illlverifiable facts con­
stituting it. Other ~eople, less ex­
treme, will allow that there is some~ 
thing to be said for the other side and 
will listen patiently to an opponent, 
but will stick tenaciously to the one 

side as long an the unknown factor will 
be enough to outweigh the other's pro­
posal. 

of man, his lmowing or intellectual 
part, and his emotions or that part 
which lends what warmth and happiness 
1 ife has for him, are opposed? Must 
the advance of the one always be at the 
expense of the other? Each pers?n has 
his own answer to the problem according 

to the degree of emotionality and in­
tellectuality he has by nature, and 
needs expression for. We place a di­
viding line at some point separating a 
realm for science from a realm for 
faith. In the former sphere, it is 
agreed that objective weighing of hy­
pothesis and anti-hypothesis is the 
best method of procedure; in the lat­
ter, however, since the unknown factor 
is too large for any determination by 
balancing and since we need some belief 
about such things for our happiness, we 
believe to be true what we would like 
to be true (often adding a priori ra­
tionalization). Sane need a belief in 
most of the things the doctrine of the 
Christian church has for objects of 
faith; others, such as Emerson, don't 
care about the particulars but postu­
late only the supremacy of the good in 
the universe: still others forbear 
judging these, to them, hypotheses, but 
occupy themsel v~s with the knowable 

world, needing only the faith that 1) 
the world is lmowable or ordered, and 
2) they can in some measure lmow it. 

Anton Hardy 

* 
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RAGRAROK 

Mr. c. D. Lewls, \he REAL Dean of John's 
College in the twilight of the Golden Age, 
frequently remarked to us in private conve~; 
satlons that.the world is going to hell. 
this point we are inclined to believe him. In 
fact, this 1s our explicit editorial policy. 
We are concerned only w1th the Manichaean 
principles. The revival of Satanism 1i the 
main aim of our contributors, and we are sure 
that their efforts will not be in vain. 

DEMONOLOGY 

Professor R. N. Courant was prevented from 
giving his lecture as scheduled by a maximum 
audience, a minimum time, and a mediocre cold. 
A somewhat condensed version of the lecture he 
was to have given follows. 

In fortune Magazine (March 1948, June 1949) 
some appl1oat1ons of the theory of probabil­
ities to lames and Strategy were discussed. 
Strategy was defined as: ~1nteract1on ~•tween 
two or more persons , each of whose actions is 
based on an expectation concerning the action 
of othere over whom he has no control • The 
policy followed in aaklng these moves 1s etrat­
egy. •The best policy is one that will hold an 
opponent's maximum possible gain below your 
minimum possible gain • The mathematics of this 
max1mum~m1n1mum problem has been captured by 
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the military and classified as Top Secret. At 
best, I am only allowed to hint at solut1one~ 

Froblems involving minimal values of a group 
of funct1one may be solved by a new type of 
mathematics , the so called '"calculus of varia­
tions~. In geometrical opt1cs the path of a ray 
of light that 1s reflected or refracted is that 
which 1s traversed in the least time. This path 
of least time can now be calculated for any 
given system by the use of the calculus of var-
1ation8. 

Had the German semi-mathematical metaphy­
s1c1ans known this branch of calculus , they 
would have provided a philosophy based on the 
concepts of relativity rather than those of 
Absolute Time and Absolute Space • This is be­
cause the calculus of variations can flndfor 
us equations expressing all the laws of pheno­
mena, but which , hoever , are independent of 
our system of coordinates, that is, our concep­
tion of space and time. 

Since mathemat1ce has been taken out of the 
hands of the few and given to the many , it ls 
necessary to put up guard rails and other 
safety devices. The most important of these 1s 
the destruction o! the real infinitesimal or 
monad. The real inf1n1tes1mal was invented by a 
Greek in his cupe(coffee cupz)and not until he 
is ignored can Mechanics be put on a firm math­
ematical bas1s. The problem 1s one of education 
and 1f no one taught it , it would cease to 
plague us • As an illustration •f thle I will 
point out to you Mr. Bixby, who will be unable 
to ri~e frGm his chair until he ignores the 
monaci. 

I hope that I have not hurt anyone'e feel­
ings, but I can see no need for a question pe­
riod.I am a Pos1t1v1st:there can be no question 
concerning facts; and no other questions have 
meaning., 

• • • • • • • 
The REAL COLLEGIAN has just obtained exclu­

s 1 'Ye r 1 gh t e to the story , '"•y Tr 1p to the 
Mardi Gras*, or, '"l'hat Mr. i'e1gle Did Not Hear•. 

'·-·---
,,.,.. I I , 11 _ • 

Copies may be obtained by writing Mise Helea 
(Five by Five) Andrewe , Mahogany Hall , Canal 
St.,New Orleane,La. 

DANTE AND THE NATURAL LAI 

lhen ~e read Dante 1n seminar, we treat him 
primarily as a religious poet. The reasone for 
this are many , because although we realize 
that the Divine Comedy played a political 
role , we tend to bypass the complexity of his 
political environment and concentrate upon the 
theological content of the poem • Also it is 
read in the second year when thoughts of sal­
vation are much more important than mere 
worldly worries such as lower taxes oar !ewer 
ware. 

Now Dante was a pure White capitalist. This 
can be neither denied nor ignored • There are 
no Q,uak.ers in the Inferno - and a cureo.r7 
reading of Marx's Capital will furnish abun­
dant reasone for their absence. 

One could find no more archetypal symbol 
than Vergil for the world imperialism that 
will do anything and go anyvhere 1n order to 
make a profit. Vergil ls even a privileged 
figure 1n the Inferno and the Purgatorio. How­
ever, he yields to a higher symbol, Beatrice, 
when his protege ascends to the Paradiso. 

What is this mysterious motivating force 
which compell~ the capitalist dialectics to 
rise, as it were, against the very force of 
gravity? For although in Adam Smith prices 
seek their natural level, nevertheless, as was 
pointed out in the question period, Marx holds 
rightly that this is in contradiction with the 
natural law. Dante, recognizing this objection, 
answers 1t in the first Canto of the Parad1eo 
by ehowing that Marx's law 1s merely the na~­
ural law while Adam Smith's is the divine 
law. Ire felt that this was the un.derly1ng 
paradox of Mr. Bigongiar1 1 s Lecture. 

Daemon· 

1 .... :..t.:.~ · . . ,., ... --, 
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lhat do you think of the proposed new 
dorm1tor1es? 

Jack Carr-ph1losoph1st: I am not sure that the 
new plane take account of Hegel's 1mpl1o1t 
theory of tensions. L'art est toujours le 
resultat d'une contrainte. 

Richard Warner Edelman- movie mogul: The new 
theatre properly should have only one narrow 
entrance. 

Adam Pinsker-The King lilliam Player: 
'!'he buildings should have the form of Berg, 
the simple integrity of Wagner, and the tor­
rential exuberance of Haydn. 

Price Chatham - a youth: The colonial 5tyle 
should not be crossed l\'i th the neo-pagan 
Swedish Modern form. 

John Alexander-the Libido Kid: Man,that's where 
I'd like to live. 

Louis Graff- aesthet1c1an: The cantilever con­
struction has the highest safety factor, es­
pec1~ if made out of unpainted reinforced 
concrete. 

George John Lee-sometime student: Draw the form 
of the house conformably to this synthetical 
unity of the manifold in space. 
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THE BLUNDERER 

With. one hand Gibanee lmuckled 
the sleep out of one eye, then the 
o tber. He blinked once, twice, opened 
his eyes wide the third time until 
they drew the ceiling into focus and 
finally let the lids close, hut 
limply. Under his shut lids he saw a 
blur of red. Gradually the red turned 
to blue. 
the blue. 

Then polkadots a'PPeared in 
Then one of the polkadots 

expanded and changed fonn and at last 

became the face of Rita. Gibanee felt 
a little saliva leave his ducts lind 
trickle over his molars. He swal­
lowed, turned on his side and squeezed 
the pillow against his chest in a 

brief extasy tl1at filled his legs and 
groin with an unbearable pleasure. He 
relaxed again. Suddenly he brought 
his harrl to his mouth and coughed into 
it -- two throaty barks that left 
phlegm tingling in his chest. H~ 

raised himself on one elbow and tried 
to cough up the phlegm. After a few 
tries his throat began to irritate 
him. He got out of bed. 

The lmlds of the square clock in­
dicated six like semaphores. Gibanee 
shook it incredulously before he real­
ized that it was evening, not morning, 
and that he had gone to sleep several 
hours before because of a headache. 
He sat down on the bed again, re­
lieved, spermy, devoid of strength in 
his arms. From a pack by his bed he 
took a cigarette and lighted it. He 
sucked the smoke in, and then reached 
under the bed for his socks and shoes. 
While he was lacing his shoe, the cig-

arette smoke slithered upward into his 
eyes, smarting them, and he tilted his 
head to one side as he had seen his 
father do hwen he wanted to tie his 
collar without removing the cigarette 
from his mouth. The action left Gib­
anee feeling like a professional. He 
stood up smartly and marched across 
the hall to the bathroom, the cleats 
on his heels snapping on the bathroom 
floor. 

After shaving it took hiin only a 
few moments to put on his shirt and 
pants. He stooped down to the level 
of the dresser mirror to knot his tie. 
His face looked back at him with a 
casual subtlety. With one movement he 

pulled his tie to, smiled at his re­
flection in a subdued manner and went 
downstairs. 

Gibanee could hear voices in the 
front room as he 1 if ted his sole from 
the bottom step. 

"Yow lmow", he heard his father 
saying, "the story is they want du­
plexes. That sort of thing can't be 
had. E,Verybody knows that. After a 

while you get tired of telling them 
the s rune old story, you lmow". 

Gibanee was aloof as he walked 
into the living roan. He saw that the 
other -people in the room were Rita's 
parents. He felt an itch in his 
throat and wanted to cough again, but 
he swallowed and the itch was soothed 
temporarily. 

"Hello, Mrs. McShane, Mr. 
Mc Shane", Gi banee said. 

"Well ,Jack", his father ex cl aim­

ed with a sure smile, "we' d about gi v-

en you up". 


