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“And Jesus told them many things in
parables” vatthew 13:3)

How do you answer questions of the heart? How do you describe things
no one has seen? How do you speak truths too hard to hear? These
guestions challenged Jesus regularly as he sought to tell people about
the nature of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, and the realities of life. And
frequently, he would do this by telling stories, parables that invite the
hearer to think on the deeper truths.

To describe what the “Kingdom of Heaven” is like, Jesus used examples
familiar to his listeners in first century Palestine—farmers sowing seeds,
weeds and wheat; a mustard seed, yeast, precious items, fishing nets,
land owners and bridesmaids with candles. To illustrate what it means to
love one’s neighbor, he told the story of a Good Samaritan. To show the
length that God goes to rescue even one person who has gone astray, he
told stories of a lost sheep, a lost coin and a lost son.

These stories transcend time and place, and speak to people in greatly
different places in life. The stories Jesus told still engage the heart

and seep into the imagination. They still invite us into the mystery and
revelation of God and the Kingdom of Heaven, if we have “ears to hear.”

| offer the visual retelling of these stories as a meditation on the parables
Jesus told. They are not intended to be definitive images of the stories;
rather, my hope is that they will inspire you to think of how the parables
of Jesus address the questions of our lives and times.

Blessings and peace,

Earnest Graham Il
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See, there was a farmer
who went out
to sow seeds...
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Matthew 13:1-9




Matthew 13:1-9 The Parable of the Sower of Seeds
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Matthew 13:1-9

... but withered
in the sun,
because there
was no depth of
soil.




And some Fell
among the
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...one a
N\~ hundred

But some of the
seed fell upon
good soil...
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“Let those who have ears to hear
—-- [isten.”
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A LAWYER ASKED JESUS,
“WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?*
JESUS TOLD THIS STORY

A MAN WENT DOWN FROM
JERUSALEM TO JERICHO
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page 13
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30-37

Luke 10

i

AND WHEN HE SAW THE |

MAN, HE PASSED BY ON
THE OTHER SIDE

= & < «--'l‘-*‘

BUT A SAMARITAN,

‘| AS HE WAS TRAVELING,

CAME TO WHERE THE
MAN WAS.

AND HE TOOK
PITY ON HIM.




TOOK HIM TO AN
INN AND TOOK
CARE OF HM.

“WHICH OF THESE THREE DO YOU
THINK WAS THE NEIGHBOR OF THE
MAN WHO WAS ATTACKED BY
ROBBERS?’ JESUS ASKED.

WHEN | RETURN,
| WILL REPAY YOU
FOR ANY EXTRA
EXPENSES YOU

“THE ONE WHO
HAD MERCY ON
HIM;?* SAID THE
LAWYER

R~ S i

“GO AND DO THE SAME,”
SAID JESUS.

0L N7

LE-0E

(¢
O
)
-—
)
>
M
(e)
*
-+
=
(¢
o
o
o
o
v
)
3
]
=
-+
Y]
=]

y1 98ed




page 15
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JESUS TOLD THEM
ANOTHER STORY:

THE KINGDOM
OF HEAVEN
IS LIKE A
MUSTARD SEED

0

[T IS THE
SMALLEST
OF SEEDS..




Matthew 13:31-32 The Kingdom of Heaven is Like a Mustard Seed page 16

BUT WHEN
T GROWS, [T IS
THE GREATEST

OF SHRUBS.



IS LIKE A

TREASURE

A FIELD..

“THE KINGDOM
OF HEAVEN
HIDDEN IN
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Matthew 13:44 The Kingdom of Heaven is Like a Treasure
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WHICH A MAN
HAVING FOUND..
COVERED [T UP.



-AND BUYS THE
FIELD.’

HE GLADLY SELLS
EVERYTHING HE HAS..
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- The Wise Builder

The Foolish Builder
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Matthew 7:24-27 The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders
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page 37

(7]
-
()
3
E]
-]
=
o=
)
o
L
e
c
(]
()]
=
()]
-
™)
(T8
(o]
2
Q
(¢}
—
¢}
o.
E
N
o
<+
5
N
3
()
L=
e
(¢}
=

= 3
-1 BRI/

T | o
A ﬁ]”‘.
a r 3 : I

il




Matthew 7:24-27  The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders page 38
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Matthew 7:24-27  The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders page 40
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page 41

“Whoever hears these ...But whoever hears
words of mine and these words of mine
does them will be like and does not do them

& The Wise Builder will be like the foolish

builder.”
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