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FADE IN:

EXT. NAVAL SUBMARINE BASE - NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT -
LATE EVENING

Establishing shot: A bustling Naval Submarine Base.

ENGINEERING AID
(to a radio)

Mr. and Mrs. Smith, do you copy?

Reveal: A team of Naval missile TECHNICIANS, hospital
CORPSMEN, and an ENGINEERING AIDE confer with one
another. OLIVER SMITH, a genius 14-year-old boy with
confidence issues, watches a RADAR SCREEN intently as
a submarine-shaped ICON blips across the screen. EMMA
ROSE SMITH, Oliver’s annoying and excitable
ten-year-old sister runs around looking at everything,
getting in people’s way. The HEAD OF SECURITY, a
large, tough man in a Navy uniform, with a SECURITY
BADGE and a PISTOL at his side, places a gentle hand
on Emma’s shoulder.

HEAD OF SECURITY
Emma. These people are trying
to do their jobs, trying to keep
your mom and dad safe. Not to
mention the government’s fancy new
submarine they’ve taken out for
a spin. Give ‘em a little space,
huh?

EMMA
Ok. Sorry, Tom.

Emma obeys and joins her brother.

EMMA (CONT.’D)
Ollie, how far away are Mom and
Dad now?

Oliver checks his watch.
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OLIVER

Judging by how long they’ve been
under, they should be precisely
243.6 nauts away.

EMMA
Cool. And how deep are they?

OLIVER
Well, if the submarine is-

ENGINEERING AID
(Firm)

Dr. Smith? Do you copy?

Static sounds loudly fill the radio and the Naval team
is worried. DR. WILLIAM SMITH and DR. SARAH SMITH,
genius engineers and submarine pilots, married parents
of Oliver and Emma Rose, speak over the radio, cutting
in and out with lots of STATIC.

SARAH (O.S.)
We’re Okay.- We can’t- See-
much.

STATIC SOUNDS fill the radio again. Everyone,
including Oliver and Emma, are alarmed.

ENGINEERING AID
Do you copy?

WILLIAM
Wait! There’s something!-it’s-
(STATIC) Oliver, Emma, we-

STATIC SOUNDS cut off William completely. Everyone
looks at each other and begins muttering to each
other. Oliver watches the RADAR SCREEN as the
SUBMARINE ICON disappears from the screen.

ENGINEERING AID
Dr. Smith? Dr. Smith?
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Mr. and Mrs. Smith don’t answer.

ENGINEERING AID (CONT.’D)
Check the submarine’s status.
Can you see their location?

A TECHNICIAN frantically works at her station to
follow the Engineering Aid’s orders.

TECHNICIAN
Checking the status now. No…
They’re completely… gone.

EMMA
(confused and worried)
W-what happened?

ENGINEERING AID
(nervous)

You get them, get these two
out of here.

Head of Security takes Oliver and Emma by the hands
with care and takes them out of the room. Oliver never
takes his eyes off the radio as they leave.

ENGINEERING AID
Sr. Smith, are you there!? Do
you copy!? Do you copy!?

Close on:

The voice of the Engineering Aid fading out as if the
volume is being lowered and everyone looking worried
and scared.

EXT. NEW LONDON HIGH SCHOOL - MORNING.

Establishing shot: Kids surrounding the front of the
school going along with their day.

Reveal: Oliver Smith and Aria Guerrero walking into
school together through the front school courtyard
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arguing. ARIA GUERRERO, an adventurous and curious
14-year-old girl with the tips of her hair dyed purple
from a long-faded dye job. Her best friend is Oliver
Smith.

OLIVER
I’ll say it again, Aria. No
one will ever beat or be
Jordan.

ARIA
Oh my God No! Ok LeBron is a
better rebounder and passer!

Oliver rolls his eyes and scoffs at the notion of
Aria’s comment.

OLIVER
Please.Come back to me on
this when Lebron wins six
championships.

Aria makes her way in front of Oliver and starts
walking backwards, her hands on her hips.

ARIA
(playful teasing)

Is that the only argument you
have Oliver? I thought you
were better than this.

OLIVER
Well, that’s because it is
the only argument I need.

Aria stares at Oliver for a short moment before she
laughs. She stops walking backwards and gets close to
Oliver so no one can hear them

ARIA
(quietly)
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Anyways are we a-go for
tonight? I almost have
everything ready.

OLIVER
Yeah, we’re a-go.

Aria sees Oilver looking a bit uneasy and tilts head
sideways

ARIA
Is something wrong?

OLIVER
I’m fine, I’m just a little
nervous that’s all.

ARIA
So guess it’s your time of
the month again.

OLIVER
(offended)

Hey!

Aria Guerrero lets out a small chuckle and smiles.

ARIA
Oh Oliver I’m only joking.
It’s perfectly normal to be
nervous when it comes to
something like this. As long
as you don’t chicken out at
the last second, that feeling
will go away real quick.

Oliver and Aria stop in front of the school door and
Oliver looks back at Aria.

OLIVER
(nervously)

It’ll be ok. Right?
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Aria glanced at her friend and with a bright smile,
gave a thumbs up.

ARIA
Trust me. It’ll be alright.

Oliver smiled back as she was about to open the school
door.

ARIA
Oh and also Jordan is the
better player.

Oliver groans as Aria lets out a mischievous giggle
and opens the school door for Oliver with a bow.

ARIA
(jokingly and dramatically)
Ladies first.

Oliver plays along and goes inside the school.

OLIVER
(Dramatically)

Why thank you my good man.

Close on:

Oliver puts his arm around Aria and the two teens
laugh as they walk into the hallway.

CUT TO:

INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - MORNING

The hall is partly full of other students of different
grades, with loud chatter in the background. Various
students are holding textbooks and notebooks and have
backpacks on.

OLIVER
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(softly with curiosity)
I’m curious how many people
will be on the base when we
go…

Aria smiles and shrugs.

ARIA
Don’t worry about that right
now. You’ll just get yourself
worked up.

The two continue to walk through the hall until Aria
suddenly stops and smiles brightly. She sees CALLUM
passing by with his head down, looking at his hands as
he awkwardly fiddled his thumbs. CALLUM is very big
and tall for a 14-year-old, but walks hunched over and
has no confidence. He is mildly autistic,
sweet-natured, and very quiet.

ARIA
(Cheerful)

Hi Callum!

Callum jumps in surprise and looks at Aria with a weak
smile.

CALLUM
(Soft low tone)

Hello…

Oliver looks at Callum.

OLIVER
Will you still be able to
come with us after school?
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Callum shrugs and walks away.

CALLUM
(Mumbling)

I guess I can...

Callum walks down the hall and away from the two.

ARIA
(Yells)

You better! Oliver and I will
be waiting for you after
school, so don’t chicken out!

Callum walks out of view and disappears into the crowd
of students. HAYDEN, a 15-year-old bully, much bigger
than Oliver, wearing expensive clothes, walks up
behind Aria and Oliver.

HAYDEN
(Loud confident voice)

What’s happening after
school, huh?

Aria and Oliver’s bodies tense at the sudden presence
of Hayden.

ARIA
(Tense)

It’s none of your business,
so beat it.

HAYDEN
(Sarcastic)

I feel so hurt that I wasn’t
invited. You two know I just
love spending time with you.
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ARIA
You better leave us alone.
Besides, don’t you have some
other kids to pick on Hayden?

HAYDEN
Yeah, but you two school freaks
are my favorite.

OLIVER
(Muttering)

We have class.

HAYDEN
Oh please, we have a few minutes
to talk. Don’t be such a sissy.

Aria gets between Hayden and Oliver and looks at
Hayden.

ARIA
What’s it matter if we have plans,
huh? Don’t you have a life to live,
or is it so sad and empty you need
to spend it picking fights wherever
you go?

Hayden changes his expression to an annoyed one.

HAYDEN
(Scoffs)

Oh shut it little miss daddy issues,
you’re just mad cause you have
nothing waiting for you at home.
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Oliver quickly holds Aria back as she is about to
lunge towards Hayden.

OLIVER
You have no business talking to
her like-

Hayden cuts off Oliver.

HAYDEN
(sharp tone)

Like what? I know a coward
when I see one and you ain't
gonna do anything about it,
so then what are you going
to do huh? Go home and cry to
your mommy and daddy? Oh wait
I forgot you can’t~

Oliver goes quiet and looks away.

ARIA
(Defensive tone)

You better watch your mouth
or else you’re going to
regret it.

The warning bell rings in the hallway and catches all
the students’ attention, some rushing off to class.

OLIVER
(Soft timid tone)

Just leave it Aria… We have
to go.

HAYDEN
(Emphasises the “I” in Aria)
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Yeah Ar-i-a, you have class,
you don’t want to be late~

Hayden slams the textbooks out of their hands and onto
the floor.

HAYDEN
(Mocking tone)

Oops, hope you’re not late~

Hayden walks away, Oliver gets down to pick up their
books.

ARIA
(Scoffs)

That jerk.

Oliver nods and stands up, handing Aria her books.

ARIA
Thank you.

OLIVER
No problem now let’s go
before we're late.

The two walk off and go into a classroom.

INT. SCIENCE CLASS - DAY

The TEACHER finishes the lab instructions and now
Oliver starts the lab while Aria does what she does
best, talk.

ARIA
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Honestly Ollie, have you ever
realized how stupid these
labs are? I mean when
am I going to mix zinc and
lead nitrate together in my
life?

OLIVER
Well, obviously you would if
you ever wanted to make a
redox reaction.

ARIA
And why would I want to make
crystals Again?

OLIVER
I don’t know, just because.
You know you can probably
make a lot of money off of
them.

ARIA
Um… no. I mean think about it
Oliv, why would you want to
spend time on making
something that people
probably wouldn’t want.

OLIVER
Well, how do you know they
wouldn’t want it? It is a
crystal,some people like that
sort of stuff.

ARIA



13
Ya, people like crystals, but
they don’t like metal
crystals that look like spray
painted christmas trees.
People like the clear
crystals that look like
diamonds.

OLIVER
Oh ok I see. But I still
think some people might like
them.

ARIA
Yeah, scientists probably.
You’re doing it wrong by the
way.

OLIVER
How do you know I am doing it
wrong? I’m the one who’s
actually reading the
Instructions.

ARIA
I do remember the teacher
saying something about
leaving the lead nitrate by
itself though.

OLIVER
Yeah, but I’ve derived a more
efficient method. Those
instructions were flawed

ARIA
Ok fine, Einstein.
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Aria looks around the classroom and sees Oliver’s
younger sister Emma, peeking through the window on the
door.

ARIA
Hey Oliver, isn’t that Emma?

OLIVER
What? Where?

ARIA
Over there, outside the door.

OLIVER
Ugh… stall for me a second.

ARIA
Okay, hurry Up.

Oliver leaves the classroom into the hallway.

CUT TO:

INT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

OLIVER
Emma, seriously, what the
heck are you doing here?

EMMA
Nothing really, I just wanted
to see you.

OLIVER
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You can’t just leave school.
What’s wrong with you? You’re
going to get in trouble?

EMMA
No I won’t, Aunt Jemma doesn’t even
care that much anyways.

OLIVER
You don’t think she cares because
you haven't got caught, wait until you
get caught it will be a totally
different story.

EMMA
No, because I won’t get caught.

OLIVER
Yes you will, especially if your
teachers call her about you leaving.

EMMA
Whatever. She’s not our parents
anyways.

OLIVER
Exactly, she’s not our parents, which
means we don’t have a legal guardian.
So, if you don’t want to go to foster
care you need get your act straight.

EMMA
But we’re going to foster care anyways.

OLIVER
No. Look, if we act good and innocent
Aunt Jemma might consider having us
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around for a while longer, which gives
me time to fix everything.

EMMA
What do you mean fix everything?

OLIVER
I mean I have a plan to get mom and
dad back but I can’t do it if you’re
acting stupid.

EMMA
What are you going to do? They’re
dead!

OLIVER
They’re not dead, okay? Look, I’m not
going to believe any of that until
I see a body, which we haven’t, so
it’s fine.

EMMA
So you’re in denial.

OLIVER
I’m not in denial! Okay, fine, maybe
I am a little… But it’s the only thing
keeping me from thinking that they
actually might be dead.

EMMA
Well don’t you think maybe you should
just except th--

OLIVER
Just trust me on this. I’m going to
get them back and then things will be
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normal again.

EMMA
Okay fine but how? What are you
planning?

OLIVER
Just trust me and go back to school.

EMMA
Fine. I’ll see you later.

OLIVER
See you later Em. And don’t tell this
to anyone.

EMMA
I won’t, I promise.

OLIVER
Okay good.

EXT. HIGH SCHOOL - NOON

Waiting for Callum outside of school.

ARIA
(ranting)

Is he here yet? What’s taking
Him so long?

OLIVER
Will you calm down? Nothing is going
to happen. I got it all planned out.
Everything will go accordingly.
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He tries to sound and look positive, but he is also
nervous about all of this.

ARIA
Well, if you say so.

As Callum walks out of school, he tries to hide m
them, but Aria spots him.

ARIA
Callum! Over here!

CALLUM
(Unsure tone)

I’m not sure about this,
What if something bad happens?
or we get lost and never return back?

OLIVER
(Whispering)

Calm, down everyone will
hear what we are planning.

As Callum nods they keep their guard up just in case
someone hears them.

CALLUM
(whispering)

I still don’t think it’s a good idea.
You could get us all in trouble.

Callum keeps murmuring about all the possibilities
that could happen and Oliver shuts him up.

Oliver
(shouts)

Shut up already! I have it all
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planned. There's nothing to worry
about.

Hayden has heard everything and he follows as Oliver,
Callum, and Aria walk down towards the base where the
submarine was.

EXT. GOVERNMENT SCIENCE BASE - DAY

Arriving at the gates of the highly restricted
government base located on the water.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. BASE GATES - NIGHT

ARIA
(frustrated and whispering)
Ok, we’ve come this far. Any
great ideas on how to get into this
place?

CALLUM
(whispering and nervous)
The gate is shorter on the south side.
If we can swim along to that side then
it will be easier for us climb over the
gate. And just for the record, I am
still not sure this is a good idea.

ARIA
(whispering with excitement)
A good idea? Callum this is a great
idea! How long has it been since you
have been on an adventure? Oliver,
don't you have your parents’ key
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card?

OLIVER
(whispering)

Yeah, but we can’t use it yet. If
we do they will know we are here.
I don’t want to use it until it is
absolutely necessary.

On The south side of the base, Oliver, Aria, and
Callum are swimming to the low point of the gate.

Oliver
(whispering)

Let's wait until nightfall. We can
move around the base easier in the
dark. Once we’re inside, I’ll use my
Dad’s key card to get us into the
submarine dock.

ARIA
(whispering)

Do we have to wait long? It’s
getting really cold.

OLIVER
(whispering)

It’s better to do it this way.
We don’t want any problems.

Outside the gates, Oliver, Aria, and Callum jump over
the gates and start running towards the base. Oliver
tries using the key card outside of the entrance of
the building where the sub is kept.

OLIVER
(excited)
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It worked! We’re in.

CUT TO:

EXT. BASE - NIGHT

Inside the base, Oliver, Emma, and Callum sneak their
way from building to building, avoiding detection.
They make it to a docked SUBMARINE and stare at it
with a mixture of wonder and trepidation. Suddenly
Hayden is standing next to them.

HAYDEN
(loudly)

What in the world are you
geeks up to?

OLIVER
(whispering angrily)

What are you doing here?!
You’re going to ruin everything!

HAYDEN
(smirks)

So what, you're just sneaking in?
What’s your actual plan here?

Hayden’s loud voice alerts a nearby GUARD, who shines
his flashlight on the kids, but doesn’t get a clear
look at them.

GUARD
Who’s there?

The kids quickly load into the submarine.

SECURITY
(shouts)
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Hey! Stop right there! (over radio)
We’ve got a breach in sector three.
Multiple intruders, lock all exits,
and get me the commander!

As Callum and then Oliver board the sub, Aria yells at
Hayden. The Guard is running toward them.

ARIA
(Screaming)

It’s all your fault Hayden!
Everything was going perfectly fine.

HAYDEN
(shouts)

What the heck is going on here?

Aria boards, and before she closes the door, she yells
back at Hayden.

ARIA
You coming or you gonna stay
here and get busted? Your call.

Hayden is unsure, but when he sees the Guard getting
close, he hops in.

HAYDEN
What am I doing?!

Aria closes and locks the submarine door just as the
Guard reaches it.

CUT TO:

INT. SUBMARINE - NIGHT
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They all look at each other for a moment.

ARIA
All right! Let’s get this thing moving!

OLIVER
Aria! To the cavina, prepare the area.
Callum! Quickly turn on the oxygen, we
have to hurry, we can’t waste time!
I'll go check the engines, come on
guys! Get to it!

HAYDEN
(Screaming)

Wait, are you guys crazy?! What’s
happening? What are we doing here?
Why am I in a submarine?!

Everyone is busy on the submarine and completely
ignores him.

HAYDEN
(annoyed)

Why isn’t anybody answering me?! I’m
starting to really freak out here!

OLIVER
(desperate)

Nobody forced you to be here, you
followed us. We don't have time to give
you a detailed tour, so you better
shut up and help us! Run, go! Help
Callum.

HAYDEN
(Confused)
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But, but...

Oliver goes away and ignores Hayden.

HAYDEN
(Annoyed)

Ugh okay, I didn’t sign up for this!

They all move very fast so that security does not
catch them before. Everyone runs into the submarine
checking that everything is in place. Little by little
they fill out a list where all the steps are to be
able to turn on the submarine.

OLIVER
Good job guys, now for the last step,
we gotta turn on the sub.
Are you guys ready?

They turn to each other with proud and adventurous
faces.

ARIA
I’m ready, Come on!

CALLUM
Let’s do it!

HAYDEN
(Panicked)

Excuse me? Are you psycho nerds
serious? You actually think that we
can drive this thing?

They all nod their heads saying “yes”

HAYDEN
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(Laughing)

Okay, okay… We're gonna die,
yeah, we're gonna die.

Oliver gives a last inspection seeing that nothing is
missing. Now everyone is in the cockpit of the
submarine about to turn it on.

OLIVER
It's time, quick! Let's turn this
thing on.

The submarine begins to shake, the engines begin to
work, the submarine awakens like a beast waking up.

OLIVER
(excited)

We did it guys!

A loud noise is heard from the rear of the submarine.

ARIA
(scared)

What on earth was that?

Oliver runs to see what that sound was. He finds his
little sister Emma in a hallway.

OLIVER
(shocked)

Emma?! What are you doing here?
You know what, don’t tell me, we
need to go. You explain later.

They return with the others.

CUT TO:
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INT. BASE - NIGHT

The Head of Security frantically demands answers from
his team, and other STAFF MEMBERS jump into action as
red lights and loud sirens go off.

HEAD OF SECURITY
(Firmly speaking)

Who are those people?
Are they terrorists?!
Russian Spies?! Someone
give me answers now! I
am not paying you all to
run in circles am I!

SECURITY GUY #1
(Nervously)

We have no idea sir, we
are trying to figure
that out sir. Should we
fire torpedoes on them?

HEAD OF SECURITY
No! Not until you give
me answers! Seriously
people or I will have
you all fired! I need to
know who is on that
submarine!

SECURITY GUY #2
Nobody got a good look
at them, sir. We’re
checking security
footage now.
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Head of Security grabs the radio and speaks to the
people that are in the submarine.

HEAD OF SECURITY
(Slowly and firmly)

This is your first and last
warning to surrender and exit
the submarine! If you do not
comply, we will blow you out
of the water!

The Head of Security stares at a little PHOTO by his
desk of a picture of Oliver's parents. He looks sad
and overwhelmed.

HEAD OF SECURITY
(quietly to himself)

We will find you.

CUT TO:

INT. SUB - NIGHT

Oliver at the controls starting up the sub.

OLIVER
Okay while I'm getting this
submarine started, Aria is in
charge. Trust me it's best if
you just listen to what she
tells you to do.

ARIA
Ok so, is this sub fully
finished?
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OLIVER

It is fully finished, yes.
But it has yet to be tested
so…

ARIA
Good to know. Callum, you’re
on the periscope. Watch for
anything the radar doesn’t
pick up. If something looks
dangerous let us know.

CALLUM
(Mumbling)

Ok.

Callum runs off screen.

ARIA
Alright Hayden and Emma,
scour the ship-

OLIVER
(correcting Aria)

Sub!

ARIA
Fine. Sub. Scour the sub.
Make sure everything is
secure and look for anything
useful- flashlights, tools,
weapons, medical supplies,
whatever.

EMMA
(excited)

Weapons!?
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HAYDEN
Like I'm going to let you
tell me what to do. Let me
tell you something. I do what
I want. I'm not going to go
anywhere with that nerd's
sister.

ARIA
(firm and commanding)

I don’t care. If you want to
survive you are going to
listen to me. I don’t care
what kind of beef you have
with Oliver you are going to
find us some food and water.
Now!.

Hayden and Aria get in each other's faces. They don’t
realize Emma has wandered off to do her task.

HAYDEN
Watch it, Aria. I don’t like
your tone.

ARIA
I'm not watching anything,
what’s your problem? It’s not
all about you, you know? This
is so that we can have food
and water to survive. You are
so small minded. Ughh!

Aria realises that Emma is gone.

ARIA
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(CONT’D)

Emma can do what she's told
and she’s 10 years old. If I
tell Oliver that you lost his
sister he will throw you off
this submarine himself. He
won’t even need Callum to
back him up.

HAYDEN
You know what, fine! There's
no point in arguing with you
anyway! I'll go. You're so
annoying! Just so you know
the only reason I'm going is
because arguing with you is
such a pain.

Hayden leaves the control room. Oliver warns everyone
over the broadcast system that the sub is about to
start moving.

OLIVER
Okay, everyone, if you don’t
have a seat already, find one
and hold on tight. This thing
has not been tested before so
we don’t really know what
will happen when it starts
moving.

CUT TO:

INT. SUBMARINE BASE - DAY

The head of security on the base walks up to the
radio.



31

HEAD OF SECURITY
Final warning. We have
torpedoes armed and ready.

The Head of Security presses a series of buttons to
arm the torpedoes.

CUT TO:

INT. SUBMARINE - DAY

HAYDEN
Ok, he said they have armed
torpedoes and I am not dying
today! I say we turn around,
and not get blown up.

OLIVER
What?! There’s no way we are
turning around! First off, if
they catch us, what are we
going to do? Best case
scenario we are put under
house arrest. I don’t even
want to imagine the worst
case scenario.

ARIA
I agree, we gotta keep going.

CALLUM
I have to agree with Hayden.

OLIVER
Nope sorry, we are either
doing this or we die trying.
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You agreed to come along.
It's too late to back out
now. I know for a fact that
another opportunity like this
will never happen again. We
can’t afford to turn around.

CALLUM
(Soft but firm)

I still think we should turn
around.

HEAD OF SECURITY (O.S.)
This is your last warning. If
we do not at least get radio
response from you we will
launch the torpedoes. Without
hesitation. Respond or
redirect your course back to
the base if you understand.

ARIA
They can’t do that right?
I mean… we’re just kids!

HAYDEN
They don’t know that we’re
kids!Oliver can you please
tell them that we’re going
back? I don’t want to die,
they said they won't hesitate
to shoot the torpedoes at us.

Emma starts crying, and Callum starts pacing around the room.

EMMA
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Please turn back. I'm getting
scared. I want to go home
where it’s safe. What have
you gotten us into Oliver?!

ARIA
Emma, please stop crying.
you're just making all of us
more stressed.

HAYDEN
Yeah, I don't want to be in
here with a crying baby. Now
even Callum is starting to
get stressed- she’s just
making everything even worse.

OLIVER
She’s just a kid. Leave her
alone. It’s normal to be
stressed out in these types of
situations.

HAYDEN
Shut up! You’re the reason
Everyone is stressed out
right now. Now what are you
going to do to get us out of
this situation?

OLIVER
I'm going to disable the
radio and GPS in the sub so
they won’t be able to
communicate with us anymore,
and so they stop tracking us.
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We need to get as far from
them as possible. Who knows
what they’ll do to us if they
find us.

HAYDEN
Why would we want to disable
the radio? They're the ones
that are threatening to kill
us!

OLIVER
We are too far into this. It
would be worthless to go
back. Might as well keep
going. Don't worry. I know
what I’m doing.

Hayden gets visibly upset.

HAYDEN
Fine! Whatever! But you
better not mess this up,
nerd!

Oliver then goes and starts disabling the submarine's radio,
cameras, and GPS.

OLIVER
That’s good. Now they won’t
be able to track and contact
us, let’s start going now.

CUT TO:
INT. BASE - DAY

SECURITY GUY #1
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Sir, I found footage, and
they appear to be... kids.

HEAD OF SECURITY
Kids?! Why would kids be
stealing a submarine? Let me
see the footage.

The head of security watches the footage and realizes that it is
the Smiths’ kids.

HEAD OF SECURITY (CONT.’D)
I know those kids. They’re
the Smiths’ kids. Call off
the attack immediately! (to
himself) What the heck are
you kids up to?

The workers disarm the torpedoes and the kids are barely able to
escape, The head of security is also worrying for the kids.

HEAD OF SECURITY (CONT.’D)
Godspeed, you crazy sons of-

CUT TO:

INT. SUB - NIGHT

Oliver, Aria, and Callum are finishing controlling the sub into
auto pilot. Hayden is in a panic mode not knowing what the
situation is. Emma is curious and excited to know where they are
headed.

HAYDEN
(Heavily breathing)

What's going on?! What is
this? I can’t believe we just
ran from the cops!
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OLIVER
(Carefully approaching

Hayden)
Hayden… I need you to calm
down and listen to me.

EMMA
(Runs with excitement)

Oh my god! I can’t believe
this is happening. The sub is
moving, and I'm in it!

Hayden is looking around to find an exit. Aria hurries to them.

ARIA
(Ordering tone)

No, no, no, It's too late to
turn back! They saw you with
us and we can’t let you
snitch on us.

Hayden turns to her with a disbelieving and mocking face.

HAYDEN
You think I'm going to stay
here with you losers and
listen to your annoying
voices? I only came here
because I wanted to record
you twerps doing something
dumb so I could show it to
the entire school, but you
ended up stealing a freaking
submarine?!

Aria is about to snap back at Hayden, when Oliver interferes.
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OLIVER
(Firm Shouting)

Enough!

The yelling stops and the room goes quiet.

OLIVER
(Calmly explains)

Hayden...we are trying to
locate my parents. They
disappeared out here and I
believe we have a way to find
them and the only way to get
there is with this submarine.

Emma stops running and slowly turns to her brother.

EMMA
(Hopeful tone)

Really? You really think we
can find them?

Aria and Oliver smile at her. Emma continues jumping and
cheering. Aria looks at Hayden.

ARIA
(annoyed)

For once in your life please
understand the situation and
cooperate with us. We are
doing this for Oliver and
Emma.

Hayden lets out a laugh and points at them.

HAYDEN
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(yelling)

Are you serious? You guys are
crazy! And guess what? I do
understand what is going on!
You just stole government
property because of some
fantasy and they're onto us.
We have nowhere else to go
and if we go back we're dead.
So I say we turn this thing
back before it's too late and
we all end up in prison! I
had nothing to do with this,
I don’t want to be part of it
so I'm leaving!

Hayden storms out of the control room and nobody stops him. Aria
sighs in a stressfully and looks at Oliver.

ARIA
As much as I hate it we can’t
let him leave. He can
jeopardize our plan and get
us in trouble.

OLIVER
I know, but don’t worry he’s
never been in a submarine,
especially not this one. I
doubt he’ll know his way out.
He’s not going anywhere.

Aria gives a slightly evil smirk and Oliver smiles back. Hayden
is lost and he feels as if he is in a maze. Hayden opens the
closest door and goes in.

HAYDEN
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(Annoyed.)
Where- Ugh.

Hayden looks at a toilet with an annoyed face.

INT. SUBMARINE - DAY
CUT TO:

Now that Hayden is gone, Oliver, Aria, and Callum stare at Emma.
EMMA

(Casually)
So, what’s going on?

OLIVER
(Angry)

What are you doing here?! You
don’t have any reason to be
here!

ARIA
(Confused)

Yeah, what are you doing
here?! And how’d you even get
in here?!

Callum just stares at Emma without saying anything.

ARIA
(Questions rudely)

What do you have in your
hand?

EMMA
(Emotionally)

I use Mom’s key-card
sometimes because... it’s
important to me. Our parents
can’t be with us. It’s the
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only way I can feel close to
them.

OLIVER
(Surprised)

Really Emma? I know you miss
Mom and Dad. It’s not like I
don’t but, why did you take
mom’s things you shouldn’t?
You’re going to get in big
trouble!!

Callum has no words to say because he is confused by what Emma
said, so he stays quiet.

EMMA
(Soft tone).

I just wanted to remember our
family.

They stood in silence.

ARIA
I don’t think the same way
you do because I’m older than
you, and when you get older
you have to be more
independent and not always
rely on parents. You’ll
understand when you get
older, Emma.

OLIVER
(Responded ashamed)

I also feel independent and I
act like my age and what my
little sister said is normal.
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But I still feel a bit
embarrassed.

CALLUM
(Started to talk softly)

I think that what Emma did
shouldn't be shamed or made
fun of.

Aria shrugged her shoulders in response. Oliver
sighed and looked to the ground.

CUT TO:
INT. SUBMARINE - DAY

Oliver realises he should give everyone a tour of the submarine. He
walks off to find Hayden while guiding the others.

HAYDEN
Guys, you gotta me outta
here! Guys! Guys! I’m getting
mad! And when I get mad it's
no fun!

OLIVER
Alright, alright, alright
already-

Oliver opens the door to the bathroom, letting Hayden out.

OLIVER(CONT’D)
Alright you’re free, now be
quiet!

OLIVER
(sighs)
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Well anyways, I think that
while you guys are going to
be on the sub, you should
know your way around.

(Raising his hands)
This is the control room
which I WILL BE IN FULL
CONTROL OF! UNDERSTAND?!

Everyone nods in agreement except Hayden. He instead rolls his
eyes as a response. The tour continues. They move to the living
quarters.

OLIVER(CONT’D)
Here we have the place where
we will be sleeping for who
knows how long.

EMMA
I feel claustrophobic just
looking at these beds. Is
there a bigger place
to sleep?

OLIVER
No, there isn’t. We’re just
going to have to deal with
this. You're not even going
to notice how small it is
anyway. You'll be asleep.

Oliver continues the tour. Moving on into the kitchen. Emma
decides to start taking the lead.

EMMA
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Here is the kitchen where
Callum will cook for us.
Right?

CALLUM
(Unsure, insecure)

Uh...I guess so.

OLIVER
Very reassuring. But don’t
worry I trust that Callum can
make us something edible as
long as we have ingredients.

They move on to the laboratory. Oliver takes control of the
tour again.

OLIVER
(firmly)

Here is the laboratory. Emma
knows the rules already but
you guys don’t. One, don’t
touch anything, please. This
stuff is very expensive and
rare. If we do get out of
this I don’t want to be in
debt.

Hayden puts down a vial he was just picking up. It rolls off
the table.

ARIA
Really? Oliver just said-

Hayden cuts off Aria.

HAYDEN
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At least it didn’t break, okay? It
rolled off on its own and you can’t
prove otherwise.

OLIVER
If you guys break something, your
families are paying. Absolutely not me.

Emma starts getting excited and fascinated knowing what else
is on the submarine.

EMMA
(fascinated)

Are we going to look at the nuclear
reactor?

OLIVER
(curious)

How do you know about the nuclear
reactor? I thought I said you shouldn’t
go there.

EMMA
I know. I didn’t go in there. I just
heard you talking about it one time.
Hehe.

Emma lied as easily as she breathed. Too bad her lies aren't good.

CUT TO:
INT. SUBMARINE - DAY

The group moves onto the conning tower and looks through the windows.
It is used for navigation and such. It is inside the submarine
accessible by ladder.

ARIA
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(Excited)

Look at this view! It's actually
kind of cool looking.

EMMA
This is the conning tower. This is
where we would see stuff like other
submarines, whales and so on.

HAYDEN
(Confused and concerned)

Why aren’t we moving?

EMMA
It just looks like that because we’re
looking straight and moving
quickly through empty water.

OLIVER
Well, actually we never feel how fast
we are moving ‘cause of inertia so-

Aria cuts off Oliver.
ARIA

(playfully)
Please don’t start. We don’t have all
day for your scientific analysis.

Oliver sighed softly and smiled.

OLIVER
Alright fine.

INT. SUBMARINE - NOON

Oliver, Aria and Hayden are in the control room, off camera Emma
is in the laboratory and Callum is watching over her carefully.
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HAYDEN
How are we honestly gonna find your
parents? Am I going to be stuck on
this sub forever while you go on a wild
goose chase for them?

OLIVER
(scoffs)

Oh no. No, that would be futile. I know
exactly how to find them by using the
radar. Are you guys watching?

Hayden gets up and Oliver points to the radar.

HAYDEN
Oh. But won’t that rador-

OLIVER
Radar.

HAYDEN
(Questioning)

Whatever... won’t it pick up heat from
huge whales, and sharks and stuff? Like
how do you know we are not following
around some fat sperm whale?

OLIVER
The radar is not the only thing that
tells us we are on the right track, the
submarine my parents were on, sends
acoustic signals to draw attention.

ARIA
Oh, like an SOS signal, right?
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OLIVER

Yes.

HAYDEN
Oh, well I guess that's cool. But if
that’s true why didn’t the base detect
it and try to find your parents?

OLIVER
Because some months ago I was on the
submarine and found this out. Only the
submarine could detect it. I, I just-

Aria got up, put her hand on Oliver's shoulder carefully.

ARIA
We decided not to tell anybody about it,
and it’s his parents. I also thought it
would be a cool adventure if we did it!

Emma and Callum come on camera into the control room. Callum
taps on Oliver's shoulder who is busy looking at the computer
and his clipboard. Oliver turns around and Callum points at the
periscopes. Oliver nods and Callum goes to use the periscopes
and look at the Ocean. Oliver continues focusing on the
submarine. Hayden looks up and sees Callum looking through the
periscopes and he wants to look through too. Callum looks at him
and points at the periscopes and Hayden gets up to look through
them.

EMMA
I want to, too. After you I’m looking
through that thing.

Hayden takes a while which gets Emma very impatient.

EMMA
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Can I look now?! Hey can you hear me,
or are your ears in those things too?
Can I look now?

Hayden looks away then down at her.

HAYDEN
Um, sure.

Hayden hands them over to her. But she's too short to see
through them.

EMMA
Dang it, I’m too short. Can you-

HAYDEN
Oh no. No, no no!

EMMA
Come on please! Please! Please! Come on!
Please!

HAYDEN
Alright, alright!

(sighs)

Hayden picks her up so she could see through the periscopes.
Emma giggles with excitement. Oliver is still looking at the
machinery and Aria and Callum are sitting down.

EMMA
(Excitement)

I can see the heat trail. It's shining
through the water all over the place!

OLIVER
No, what you’re seeing is the sun's
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rays shining through the surface of the
water. Leave the detecting to me when
we get close to the heat signature.

INT. SUB - NIGHT

Oliver and Aria are at the control center.

OLIVER
Okay, so now that we have a heat signature,
we have a clear path to follow.

ARIA
Finally! I’m tired of waiting
around here doing nothing.

Hayden walks into the room.

Oliver looks very uncomfortable with his presence.

HAYDEN
What nonsense are you two talking about?

Aria scowles and is annoyed.

ARIA
(annoyed)

What do you want?

HAYDEN
I came here to turn this dumb ship
around!

OLIVER
(whispers to Aria)

It’s actually a submarine.
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HAYDEN

What did you say?

OLIVER
(mocking)

I said it’s a submarine…

HAYDEN
You think you’re so much smarter than
Me? Don’t you?

OLIVER
Well…

HAYDEN
(Groans)

Condescending nerd.

Hayden steps toward Oliver, but Aria gets quickly between them.

ARIA
Calm down people, We don’t want to scare
anyone in the sub with all this fighting!

OLIVER
Fine.  We have a clear heat signature now
all we need to do is wait for the sub to get
us there.

HAYDEN
How can you guys be so calm?! The
government sees us as criminals! Have
you two even thought of what they will
do to us when we go back?! We’ll be sent
to jail, and I’ll be stuck with you two
dingbats and the rest of the losers on
this sub for a lifetime.
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OLIVER
The government won’t even think
of us like criminals when we head back.
We will return with my parents. And
when that happens, everyone will see us
as heroes!

HAYDEN
Ha! Yeah right, the government will care
more about their expensive stolen sub
than your boring parents.

Oliver is frustrated.
ARIA

Hayden, get over here now! Bro, listen
to me! We need to calm down! Come on
Oliver, let’s go check up on the other
guys.

CUT TO:
They both leave and Hayden stands alone. After a moment, he
scowls and storms out.

INT. SUBMARINE - DAY

Although there is tension between the crew, things ease up when
Emma directs their attention to what's outside of the submarine.
The submarine is approaching a beautiful coral reef.

EMMA
Guys look!

OLIVER
What?

HAYDEN
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(Irritated)

What is it now?

Aria approaches first towards Emma’s porthole. Emma gets out of
the way. Then Oliver and Callum go towards the other portholes.
Hayden follows a few seconds later.

ARIA
Wow! Gosh!

OLIVER
I know! It’s magnificent!

HAYDEN
What? What could possibly be so grea-

Hayden stops talking when he looks out of the submarine. He is
amazed. Everyone stays quiet in awe. Swarms of colors zip
through, the sun's rays are lighting up everything on the ocean
floor.

EMMA
(Excited)

Look at all the little fishies swimming!
(sings)

Just keep swimming, just keep swimming!

ARIA
There’s a turtle!

OLIVER
Where?

Oliver eyes search everywhere and ARIA points.

ARIA
There, see!
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Suddenly something mysterious begins swarming around the
submarine and in between the coral which seems to scare Hayden.

HAYDEN
(shrieks)

What is that?

ARIA
(slightly annoyed)

What is what?

Oliver feels the same way as Aria does about Hayden badgering.

OLIVER
Exactly, there must be some 4,000 species
of marine life down here. So you could be
a little more specific that would be great.

Hayden is not liking the mysterious creatures and gets more
nervous.

HAYDEN
(Raises his voice)

Guys! I’m not liking this, I’m stressed
out here and you guys couldn’t care less!

OLIVER
We are perfectly safe in here, and if
anything large was near us, the sonar
would detect it.

Emma looks at him in a sweet, childish way, and walks over to
him.

EMMA
It's okay if you're scared, sometimes I
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get scared too, but we’re fine. Ollie
said so.

HAYDEN
(flustered)

Scared? Please! I’m just concerned about,
about well-

ARIA
(teasing)

Aww, is mama's boy missing his mommy?

HAYDEN
(annoyed)

Ooo you know, you’re lucky we’re all
trapped in this submarine!

Hayden looks back at the porthole with Emma and the thing is
beneath the porthole. But it lets itself be known as it quickly
swims into view.

HAYDEN
(Surprised)

Aaaaa!

EMMA
(confusion)

What?

Emma notices the mysterious thing.

EMMA
(scared)

Aaaahh!
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Hayden hugs Emma and she hugs him back. After the commotion he
realizes he’s hugging her, he quickly lets her go and clears his
throat. Emma makes a disappointed face for a moment.

HAYDEN
(Ahem)

You ok, kid?

EMMA
(nods)

It’s just a silly octopus!

Hayden tries to change the subject from his irrational episode.

HAYDEN
(Ahem)

You know what? It's actually not that
bad down here.

Oliver shakes his head, then looks back at the coral reef
captivating the beautiful sea life. Callum was actually enjoying
himself and was smiling like he hasn’t in a long time. But this
peaceful moment doesn’t last for long.

CALLUM
(Soft tone)

What's that noise..?

INT. SUB- DAY
Everyone at the control center.

OLIVER
Ok, so now that we have resolved the
problem with the octopus, we are all
good. We can continue on our journey now,
right?
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HAYDEN
You're joking, right?!

OLIVER
Have I said something funny?

HAYDEN
Oh, you’re really getting on my
nerves now. I've said it before and
I’ll say it again! Turn us around!

ARIS
Oh my god, Hayden! I thought we were
over that!

HAYDEN
Over what? No! We’ll probably end up
dying before we get to your parents
anyway.

Emma is breathless and looks betrayed by Hayden.

OLIVER
Emma, why don’t you go find something
to do?.

EMMA
What? What did I do wrong?!

Everyone starts arguing.

HAYDEN
Ugh! Fine! I'll turn the ship around
myself!

Hayden walks toward the control panel.
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Oliver gets in his way.

OLIVER
(annoyed)

No! I didn’t work so hard to find my
family for you to just come here and ruin
it all! I have been terrified! And alone!
For months! Don’t ruin everything. Do you
have to risk this when there are two people
who could be out there somewhere?

HAYDEN
You’re the one who’s risking our lives.
I didn’t tell your parents to take a ship
to Atlantis or whatever. Are you even sure
that heat signature thing even works! Or is
it another one of your machines that hasn't
been tested yet!

OLIVER
Just stay out of this Hayden!

EMMA
(defeated)

No, he does have a point. Are
we even sure Mom and Dad are there?

Oliver
They have to be, ok!

ARIA
Guys.

HAYDEN
See! He isn’t even sure his parents
are there. I mean are they even alive
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at this point?

Emma is teary eyed. Hayden bows down his head for getting her
involved.

OLIVER
They have to be!

ARIA
Guys, calm down!

OLIVER
I know what I’m doing so just stay out
of it Hayden!

They hear beeping sounds.

ARIA
(Yells.)

Guys!

EVERYONE
What?

Aria points at the radar. On it a large object shows nearby.

CUT TO:

EXT. OCEAN - EVENING

Establishing shot: The depths of the ocean, close to a
shipwreck, and inside the submarine are shown.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. SUBMARINE- EVENING

HAYDEN
No, I'm going to let someone else
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go.

OLIVER
I need to stay here to work on
the sub, so I’m out, someone else.

ARIA
I'll go, if no one else wants to,
I'll happily go alone.

EMMA
Please let me, I want to go so
Badly. I promise I won’t do anything
bad.

OLIVER
Fine go ahead, but if you goof
off we are getting you back in the sub.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. IN THE OCEAN- NIGHT

ARIA
This isn't your parents’ sub
Oliver, but it's a shipwreck,
and they were here at some point.
We're getting closer.

DISSOLVES TO:

INT. INSIDE THE SUBMARINE- NIGHT

OLIVER
There’s a shark! Aria! Emma!
Watch out!

INT. IN THE OCEAN- NIGHT

ARIA
I can't find Emma! The shark
separated us, and my oxygen
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tank is malfunctioning, I need
to go back. I'm running out of
air, someone needs to come out
and find Emma immediately.

INT. INSIDE THE SUBMARINE- NIGHT

HAYDEN
There isn't an extra oxygen tank.
I'll grab a pair of goggles and go find
her.

Cut TO:

INT. NEAR THE SHIPWRECK- NIGHT

HAYDEN
Here she is, I found her.

Cut TO:

INT. INSIDE THE SHIP- NIGHT

EMMA
That was crazy fun, I wanna go again!
There was so much stuff down there!

INT. INSIDE THE SUBMARINE- NIGHT

OLIVER
You scared me! I thought I lost you.
From now on, you're staying on the sub.

INT. SUB CONTROL ROOM - NIGHT

Deep in the ocean, inside the submarine's control room.

OLIVER
No, no, no, no, no
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CUT TO:

INT. SUB KITCHEN - NIGHT

Hayden walks towards the control room.

HAYDEN
What's wrong? What happened?

OLIVER
It’s not tracking them anymore. Uhhh, I lost the signal.

CUT TO:

INT. SUB - ARIA’S ROOM

Aria runs out of her room towards the control room.

ARIA
Oh no, it's ok don't get mad I’m sure
we'll find the signal again.

Relax.

HAYDEN
Oliver, we can't do this, we don't even
know where we're going. We don't even
know if they're still alive!

ARIA
(Annoyed)

HEY!

HAYDEN
(Angrily)

Get out of the way we're going back.

OLIVER
No way!
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Hayden grabs Oliver’s shirt with both hands, picks him, and
throws him aside. Oliver hits the wall and falls to the floor
causing a serious injury.

CUT TO:

INT. SUB - CALLUM’S ROOM - NIGHT

Callum looks across the room and sees Hayden throwing Oliver.
Runs to him, stands in between Oliver and Hayden.

CALLUM
(Frustrated)

Don’t throw people! If you have
a problem with Oliver, you're gonna have a problem with me.

Hayden
(Sarcastically)

Of course, you’re defending him, don’t
you see? This is a suicide mission.

CALLUM
(Mad)

You made the choice to be here, no one
forced you to come.

Hayden, surprised at what Callum had told him, walked down the
hallway towards his room in silence. Callum helps Oliver up.

CUT TO:

INT. SUBMARINE HALLWAY - NIGHT

As Hayden is walking to his room, he sees Aria in front of the
hallway with a stern expression.

HAYDEN
(Tense)
What?
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Aria leaned against the wall and quickly glanced up at the
ceiling before looking back at Hayden.

ARIA
(annoyed)

You never really know when to keep
your voice down, huh?

HAYDEN
You heard?

Aria scoffed with a small smile.

ARIA
I’m pretty sure your screams would have
been heard throughout the entire
Sub if there were more people here.

Hayden crossed his arms and looked away from the side.

HAYDEN
(Sarcastically)

Well, forgive me for not blindly
following someone who doesn’t know
what they are doing.

Aria hums while taking in Hayden’s remark before she starts to
approach him.

ARIA
I checked last time and you haven’t been
much of a help on this trip at all. Oliver
knows what he is doing. At least he knows much
better than you.

Aria and Hayden are now as close as they stare at each other.
Hayden crossed his arms and raised an eyebrow.
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Hayden
(Calmly)

But was I wrong?

Aria, caught off guard, blinks.

ARIA
W-What..?

HAYDEN
Was I wrong for believing that
Oliver’s parents might be dead? That
we’re risking our lives in the hopes
we find something that is based on
nothing?

Aria opens her mouth to say something back, but she struggles to
do so and stammers.

HAYDEN
How far are you two willing to go
before you decide that this plan is
worth it? What if something bad happens
to us?

Aria looks down and begins biting one of her fingernails.

HAYDEN
What about our parents? They don’t
know where we are, and there’s a
chance that they never will.

Aria’s eyes widen, and then she chuts them and takes a deep
breath.

ARIA
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(quietly)

What’s your point?

HAYDEN
My point is that I have the right
to have doubts, especially when all
of our lives are on the line for
this. Sure, you all may not like me,
but I’m still a person. I’m someone
who is capable of feeling scared and
feeling any other kind of emotion.
So maybe you should try and see
where I’m coming from while we’re
here. Might do you some good.

Aria stays silent for a moment before sighing in defeat.

ARIA
It’d be a lot easier to think of
you as a person if you were nicer
to us.

HAYDEN
(Sighing)

Trust me. I know that for sure.

Aria and Hayden awkwardly stay silent for a while before Aria
grabs Hayden by the collar of his shirt

ARIA
Come on.

HAYDEN
(frantic)

Hey! Where are we going?

ARIA
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We’re going to find the rest of
the group and figure out our next
move now that we lost the heat
signature. Who knows, maybe you show
this side of you to the others
instead of being ultra-defensive like
you usually are.

Hayden groans but continues to follow Aria without resisting.

HAYDEN
Why did you tag along with this
dork’s plan anyways?

ARIA
(confident)

Sounded like it would be too good of an
adventure to miss out on. Right?

HAYDEN
Really?

Aria lets Hayden’s question linger for a few seconds before she
stops walking. Aria lets go of Hayden’s collar and looks at him.

ARIA
And besides, what kind of friend would
I be if I didn’t help him in his time
of need. If we can’t find his parents,
then at least I’ll be there to tell
him that he did everything he could to
get them back safely.

Aria turns around and continues walking, stuffing her hands into
her pockets. Hayden continues to follow as well, but keeps his
distance from her.
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CUT TO:

EXT. SUBMARINE - NIGHT

Establishing shot: The submarine in the dark ocean. Zoom in on
the control room.

INT. SUBMARINE CONTROL ROOM - NIGHT

Oliver stares with a watchful eye at the radar, hoping to find
the heat signature again. Callum stands behind Oliver on the
side as he watches the radar.

CALLUM
Maybe we should go back to where we last
saw the heat signature.

OLIVER
And then what? Keep going in different
directions back and forth until we have
the right one?

Callum flinched at Oliver’s remark and rubbed the back of his
neck.

CALLUM
(Shy)
O-ok

OLIVER
(angry)

I know!

Oliver slams his hands on the counter and makes Callum feel bad.
Oliver gets a hold of himself after a moment.
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OLIVER

(defeated)
Oh god, I’m sorry Callum. I didn’t mean
to shout at you, I’m just... so frustrated.
I feel like we’re so close but everytime
something goes wrong and we lose them.

Oliver rests his head on the counter and pulls his hair in
frustration.

CALLUM
(Hesitant)

What Hayden told you, do you believe
that?

Oliver turns to Callum with a confused expression.

OLIVER
Do you?

CALLUM
(Nervous)

I’m... not sure. I mean what we’re doing
is dangerous in so many ways but, there
is a chance that your parents might still
be out there so maybe it’s fine that
we’re risking our lives if we save theirs?
I guess it depends.

OLIVER
It depends if this plan is even worth
it. Is that what you’re saying?

Callum put his hands up in defense.

CALLUM
I don’t agree with Hayden’s actions,
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but maybe what he said holds some truth.
I mean... the possibility of your
parents not making it is still up in the
air.

Oliver lifts himself up and glances at the radar, his fist curls
up with a tight grip.

OLIVER
(voice breaking)

I cant… I can’t bring myself to think
of that idea.

CALLUM
Oliver, you have to remember, you’re not
the only one on this submarine. You know
for certain that the people here are alive,
are you willing to risk that over something
you’re not even sure is there?

OLIVER
I-

Oliver was interrupted by the presence of Emma.

EMMA
(Annoyed)

What was with all that shouting?

OLIVER
You heard that?

EMMA
Of course, I did. None of you know how to
keep quiet and calm.

OLIVER
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I could say the same thing about you
and your Barbies.

Emma gasped and took offense to that.

EMMA
Take that back!

Oliver smiles at the sight of his sister tugging at his shirt in
desperation.

ARIA
Great! You’re all here.

The three that were in the control room look at the entrance to
see Aria and Hayden.

ARIA
(CONT’D)

That saves us more time.

Aria pulls Hayden by the shirt to make sure he went inside the
control room. Once she let go, Aria claps her hands together.

ARIA
Now, before anyone talks, I’d like
to say that this conversation is
strictly about the plan. So any
emotional turmoil or argument any
of you had, it can wait.

HAYDEN
(Defensive)

Now hold on-

Aria quickly covers Hayden’s mouth.
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ARIA

(stern)
I said that it can wait.

Oliver taps his finger on the counter and glances at the radar.

OLIVER
The heat signature hasn’t been picks up
yet.

EMMA
Wait, you lost it?! Since when?

OLIVER
A while ago.

EMMA
But that is the only thing that could
help find Mom and Dad.

Oliver feels guilty as he looks at how distraught Emma is
becoming. Aria looks in front of the counter and bites her lip.

ARIA
Yeah, that’s what I wanted to talk
about. We can’t just be roaming around
the ocean forever. If we can’t find
the heat signature again, then we might
need to call off our plan.

OLIVER
(frustrated)

Really? I thought you’d never back
down from an adventure.

ARIA
Yeah, but I know where to draw the line,
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Oliver!

Aria walks to him.

ARIA
None of what we get into before is
ever life-threatening. You and me are
responsible for keeping everyone here
alive and making sure they stay that
way until we get back.

Oliver rubs his face and groans in frustration. Callum rubs
Oliver’s back as a way to comfort him.

CALLUM
I know this must be a difficult decision
for you-

EMMA
No!

Everyone looks at Emma, who is now crying.

EMMA
(shaking squeaky voice)

Ollie! We can’t give up on them!
They’ll think we abandoned them! I don’t
want them to think that we left them
behind!

Oliver gestured to Emma to come with him and she made her way to
him.

OLIVER
I understand why you're upset Emma, but
wouldn’t you think it’d be worse for Mom
and Dad if something bad happened to us?
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I hate doing this too, but no- we can’t
put ourselves in danger like this.

Emma reluctantly nods.

OLIVER
We’re not giving up on them, but at some
point, we have to realize that we may not
be able to find them.

Emma breaks down and clings to her brother with a tight grip.
Callum quietly glances at Hayden.

CALLUM
(Unsurely)

You could have expressed your doubts
without making a scene.

HAYDEN
(Whispering)

Listen. I don’t do good under pressure, I
get freaked out.

ARIA
(Whispering)

Yeah that’s one way to put it.

HAYDEN
Not everyone is okay with the idea of
going so deep in the ocean, it would be
impossible to swim back.

Aria simply rolls her eyes.

CALLUM
So, what are we going to do next?
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ARIA

Well, we will keep looking. And if nothing turns
up at the end of the day, we go back.

Callum and Hayden stay quiet, feeling satisfied with Aria’s
answer as they wait for Oliver to calm Emma down.

Suddenly, alarms begin sounding and red lights start flashing
throughout the sub. Everyone is scared and confused.

HAYDEN
What now?!

OLIVER
I’ve lost control! We’re being
drawn into that cave!

Oliver turns on the reverse thrusters full blast, but the sub
keeps moving toward the cave.

ARIA
Into a cave? Why would that possibly
be happening? Ollie?

EMMA
Magic?

OLIVER
I have no idea, but if we don’t do
something, we’re going to crash right
into the rocks! Hayden, jump on the
pressure stabilizer and make sure we’re
still good there!

HAYDEN
(flustered)

Ok, I’m on it!
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Hayden rushes into the other room to check the pressure.

OLIVER
Aria, jump on the controls and keep us
as level as you can. I don’t want us
going into this thing upside down!

ARIA
Roger!

OLIVER
Emma, make sure every loose
item is secure. It’s going to be a bumpy
ride and we don’t want to get knocked out
by a flying soda can. Callum, get on the
periscope and keep me updated on
everything you see. Make sure we’re
headed for the mouth of the cave, and
not the wall!

Everyone jumps into action, working well together as a team for
the first time. They glide into the cave, narrowly missing the
rock walls. The crew is relieved, hopeful and optimistic.

OLIVER
The heat signature is back! We found
their trail! As long as we don’t run
into any unexpected altercations,
everything should go as expected.

Aria goes to check on Callum after he gets overwhelmed by the
noise. The submarine drifts steadily inside the cave.



76
Emma and Hayden are finally calm after the incident. Rays of
vibrant color catch Hayden’s eye. He gets a stool, walks to
Emma, and nudges her on the shoulder.

HAYDEN
Hey, Emma, come here.

Emma follows reluctantly. Both of them look out in awe at the
beaming cave full of enchanting colors that they have never seen
before.

EMMA ROSE
(smiling)

Wow! It’s like the coral we saw earlier!

HAYDEN
This is pretty cool.

Now the whole crew’s attention is on the indescribable waters.
The three move to the glass.

ARIA
I don’t even know what I’m looking at,
but I know it’s the coolest thing
I’ve ever seen in my life. It would
be even more beautiful if it had those
little animals we saw earlier.

The hues are the most colorful on Emma’s porthole and Oliver
gets jealous.

OLIVER
(annoyed)

Emma, can you move? I can’t see!
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EMMA

No! I was here first! Why do you
want this one when I’m already here?!

OLIVER
This one has the best view! And I’m the
captain.

EMMA
There’s other windows to look through!
Why, does the captain not know how to
look around the ship?

OLIVER
I’ve been piloting this vessel all day
and you don’t even want to let me look
through the porthole I want to use? You
don’t even do anything.

EMMA
(irritated)

Ollie!

The two shove each other as they argue in frustration.

OLIVER
Get your hands off of me! Ew, why are
your hands sticky?

ARIA
Will you two relax? You guys can
just share with each other. You’ll
both fit.

They relent proudly. Callum taps Aria’s shoulder.

CALLUM
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Look. What's on those rocks?

He points to rocks with the fainted red and black patterns.

ARIA
Oooh...scribbles?

CALLUM
Th-they are not scribbles. They are
pictographs. Like, cave paintings made by
Neanderthals except they are, y’know,
underwater.

He nods to the left.

CALLUM
(CONT’D)

You see? Those things looks like little
people. And they’re running from thi-

INT. SUBMARINE - EVENING

BOOM!

The submarine clatters and lights flicker. A large moving object
collides with the left side of the sub, scaring all of the kids.

Hayden
What was that!

Oliver
I have no idea!

They watch through the portholes as the creature fails to attach
itself onto the ship. The light flickers and they see flashes of
blood red suction cups clinging onto the sub. Oliver rolls to
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the other side and shields his little sister with him. He dashes
to the control room and Emma Rose crawls into both Callum and
Hayden’s arms. Callum starts to become severely anxious.

ARIA
(gentle)

It’s okay, Callum. Relax. Oliver
has it al-

The sub rattles again even harder. Oliver rushes to steer the
sub out of course. He forces the wheel to the right and
accelerates. They make a rapid exit and leave the creature
behind. Aria hits her head against Callum’s head, and the kids
are frightened, but they are all safe. Aria releases a breath.
The bottom of the submarine scrapes the silty floor, but it’s
moving too fast to make an immediate stop.

HAYDEN
(yelps)

Um, guys? It's getting shallower!

Alarms sound and red lights flash. Oliver jumps to the submarine
monitor. Hayden follows him.

HAYDEN
(shrieks)

What’s going on?

Oliver scans all the monitors at once, looking for the problem.

OlIVER
There's a failure in battery one. Somehow
water’s seeping into the electronic module.

Aria runs to Oliver.

ARIA
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Well, what can we do to fix it?

Aria runs her fingers through her hair.

OLIVER
First, I need to know how much damage there
is what caused it.

The sub beaches itself on a rocky beach. Oliver exits the
submarine and checks the submarine hull. Aria follows him.
Dozens of scratches covered the surface of the hull and a large
hole.

ARIA
Yikes.

OLIVER
The sharp rocks most likely scraped it and
formed a cavity.

Oliver sighs and kicks the rocks.

CUT TO:

INT. SUB - DAY

OLIVER
I can’t fix it. I don’t have the tools.

ARIA
Well, we can’t stay here forever.
We should go see what’s out there.
Maybe we’ll find what you need.

OLIVER
You’re right. Let’s do it.
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Oliver turns to leave then Hayden grabs his arm.

HAYDEN
What do you think you’re doing?

Oliver blankly stares at him.

OLIVER
What do you think I’m doing?!
I’m doing something! We can’t
just sit here!

HAYDEN
Have you completely lost your mind?!

ARIA
If we stay here forever, we’ll
eventually run out of food.

HAYDEN
No. We're staying here! Who knows
what’s out there?!

OLIVER
It’s best if we go now.

HAYDEN
We?! You think I’m going? Think
again, because I'm not!

ARIA
You're such a wimp. Where is your
sense of adventure?

HAYDEN
What? I’m not a wimp! I just don’t have
a death wish like you!
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Callum starts trembling.

CALLUM
(timid tone)

Stop shouting, please... Hayden and
I can stay here while you, Oliver, and
Emma can explore and get whatever you
need.

OLIVER
That works great.

Hayden rolls his eyes and crosses his arms.

HAYDEN
(sarcastic)

Wonderful.

Hayden sighs and returns to the submarine. Aria, Emma, and
Oliver prepare for their journey. They gather water, food, and
other necessities.

EXT. NEW WORLD - AFTERNOON

Aria and Oliver exit the sub carefully. As they look more
closely around them, they see that the world has changed, and
they are confused. The world appears to be more vibrant and the
sand and oceans are incredibly pristine.

ARIA
Um, Oliver, where are we?

OLIVER
Well, it seems that we are in
some other world.
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Emma

I don’t know. Oliver, this
feels like when the people
found The Lost City of
Atlantis.

OLIVER
Don’t be ridiculous, Emma.
According to records, that
city is submerged underwater;
This place seems to be an
island of some sort.

This island is full of plants that neither of them are familiar
with. Emma stumbles across a weird glowing plant growing some
kind of exotic fruit.

EMMA
(Relieved)

Finally! We found some real food.

As Emma is about to take a bite, Oliver smacks the fruit out of
her hand.

EMMA
(Annoyed)

Why would you do that?!

Oliver takes the fruit and squirts the juice on the plant, and
it instantly dies.

OLIVER
You don’t just eat anything
you find or else that
could’ve happened to you.

ARIA
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Guys we have to keep moving. I thought
We came out here to find your guys’
Parents, not fight over food continuously.

OLIVER
(Annoyed)

Well, it's not my fault my sister
decides to eat everything she sees.

EMMA
(Apologetic)

Okay, fine. I promise I won’t eat
anything else that I see on this island.

OLIVER
You better keep that promise,
and yes, Aria you are correct. Let's
keep moving.

Throughout the group's journey of exploring the new world they
stumble across many exotic things, and Emma is holding up to her
promise and not touching anything she sees at all.

ARIA
(wondering)

What do you guys think Hayden and
Callum are doing?

OLIVER
I don’t know, but if Hayden tries to
do anything stupid I know Callum will
put him in his place.

EMMA
Who knows, Callum is probably really
annoyed by Hayden.

CUT TO:
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INT. SUBMARINE - AFTERNOON

Callum is slightly uncomfortable and stands in place awkwardly.

HAYDEN
(Annoyed)

Can you stop that?

CALLUM
Stop what..?

HAYDEN
Nevermind.

Hayden groans and looks around.

HAYDEN
This is ridiculous. Did you
guys at least pack any food?

CALLUM
No, but there is definitely some
food in the galley.

Callum looked at Hayden then looked around his surroundings.

HAYDEN
Well? Come on I know you’re
hungry too. Help me find some
food already.

Callum agrees by giving a head nod.

HAYDEN
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Where on this submarine would
there be food? Any ideas
Callum?

CALLUM
There might be some food in
the storage compartments
around the submarine.

They both look around the submarine, opening random compartments
in the submarine, they soon find MRE meals.

HAYDEN
(Annoyed)

What are these supposed to
be?

CALLUM
They’re MRE meals, like meals
ready to eat.

HAYDEN
Ok? So how am I supposed to
eat them?

CALLUM
Here, I can show you.

Callum finds a water bottle and pours water into the packet then
shows Hayden how to eat an MRE meal.

CALLUM
With MREs you can have them
anyway you want, hot, cold,
even straight out of the
packet!
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HAYDEN

Oh wow. My meal tastes
horrible.

Callum smiles and nods.
CALLUM

Yeah, they’re meant to just
hold you off, and give your
body the protein that it
needs. Mine isn’t good
either.

Both Hayden and Callum find that talking came naturally between
them.

CALLUM
(Uncomfortable)

Oh no, my stomach is not
feeling well.

HAYDEN
Oh no! Run to the bathroom,
quickly!

DISSOLVE TO:

Aria, Oliver, and Emma are exploring the island.

ARIA
There has to be something out
here. Do you guys see
anything?

OLIVER
No, I don’t see anything.



88
EMMA

Guys- What is that?!

They all slowly turn around, noticing a large creature
approaching them. Oliver grabs Emma and Aria’s hands.

OLIVER
RUN!

They begin to flee from the creature. The creature begins to
grow tentacles and attempts to reach for them. They've been
running for about four minutes when they hear what appears to be
a whistle.

ARIA
What was that? Did you guys
hear that?

OLIVER
Yeah I did. Emma, stay behind
me.

Emma makes a face but does what her brother
says

JAKE, Leader of the other world, a strange man, almost human
like.

JAKE
Hua, mo shi emor ni what na!

The creature backed down.

JAKE
Noy gur bow jiy fie?

EMMA
We don’t understand you.
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OLIVER

Emma! Don’t talk to him, he
could be dangerous.

EMMA
Sorry.

JAKE
English?

ARIA
Yes.. Who are you?!

JAKE
Jake, who you?

ARIA
I’m Aria, these are my
friends Emma and Oliver.

JAKE
Friends?

ARIA
Yeah…?

EMMA
Do you have friends?

Oliver pinches Emma for speaking to him again.

JAKE
Teacher, English.

OLIVER
A teacher taught you english?

JAKE
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Yes.

ARIA
Can we see your teacher?

JAKE
Yes. I bring you to teacher.

Aria, Oliver and Emma all gather to come up with a plan.

OLIVER
Are you sure this is a good
idea guys?

ARIA
Yes, maybe we can speak to
them since they speak
English.

OLIVER
Ok, but we have to be very
careful about their
intentions.

EMMA
Ok, I’ll follow your lead.

ARIA
Lets go.

They follow Jake.

INT. SUBMARINE - AFTERNOON

For the past three hours, Callum has been in the bathroom.
Hayden has been waiting for him outside, very worried.
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HAYDEN

(worried)
Callum, are you okay? It's been a
long time, and you're still
not out.

CALLUM
Of course not, I don’t feel
good. My stomach hurts badly.
Can you just find something
for the pain?

HAYDEN
Okay, okay, I’ll go get
something. Wait here, I won’t
be long.

Hayden rummages through the submarine in search of medicine for
Callum.

HAYDEN
Finally, some medicine! Took
long enough.

Hayden puts away the medicine and is on his way to Callum when
he finds a strange radio. He is taken aback when he picks it up.

HAYDEN
What is this doing here?

Hayden takes it in his hands and examines it thoroughly. When he
discovers no damage, he attempts to turn it on. He begins to
struggle and believes that it is useless until a green light
turns on and a frequency is heard.

HAYDEN
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Is anybody there? Can anyone
hear me?

RADIO
(Static)

H-Hello? C-Can y-you hear
m-me?

HAYDEN
Not so good, let me change my
location please.

Hayden runs to the submarine monitor.

HAYDEN (CONT.’D)
I think now it sounds good.
Look, you have to help us! We
are trapped in a strange
world and there’s strange
creatures and our food is
running out. We want to go
home but we can’t. Help us,
please!

RADIO
I can help you but I need you
to tell me everything.
Explain to me where you are
and how you got there and
then I’ll see how to get you
out of there carefully.

HAYDEN
Okay, I’ll tell you
everything. It all started
when…
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CUT TO:

EXT. VILLAGE - AFTERNOON

As Aria, Oliver, and Emma explore the village, they
discover many new things. When they see such astonishing
things they realize they are in another world. As they keep
walking, they see a group of people who look surprised to
see them.

ARIA
(Curious)

Lets go talk to them guys...
they look  friendly!

Aria approaches the surprised group.

ARIA
(Smiling)

Hello, my name is Aria
Guerrero and these are my
friends, nice to meet you.

Confused VILLAGERS look at Oliver, Aria, and
Emma and speak in their foreign language.

JAKE
(Smiling)

They no speak english. I know
little because teachers
William and Sarah.

OLIVER
(Surprised)

William and Sarah?! Where are
they? Where are my parents?

EMMA
(Confused)
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What is happening? Are my
parents alive and well? Where
are they? Mom! Dad! Mom! Dad!

JAKE
(Calm)

You know William and Sarah?
Parents? You Olifer and Empa?
Jake hears many stories!
Come!

Jake leads the children to a large hut.

JAKE (CONT.’D)
(Shouting)

Sarah, William. Come out,
someone wants to see you.
They say they your children.

When William and Sarah come out of the hut,
they are confused and excited. They embrace
their children.

SARAH
(relieved)

Emma? Oliver? I thought we
lost you forever! Oh my
babies!

EMMA
(Excited)

Mom, dad, I missed you so
much!

OLIVER
(Overwhelmed)
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I knew we’d find you guys! I
just knew it!

They hug and cry tears of joy while explaining what
happened to them and how they got stuck there.

SARAH
(Sad)

The sub lost all power and
got sucked through this
strange cave. Next thing we
knew, we had beached on this
island, and the sub had taken
heavy damage. We don’t have
the parts we need to fix it,
and we can’t manufacture
them, so we were lucky enough
to stay here with these
people and adapt to their
customs and society in order
to be safe.

OLIVER
(Cheerful)

Well, now that we're here, we
have two submarines, so we
should be able to use parts
from one to fix the other.
Then we can all go back home
together!

ARIA
(sarcastic)

Yay… Home.

JAKE
(Smiling)
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No, no, no. You think it
more? Stay. We go hunt and
have beautiful meal.

WILLIAM
(Worried)

That’s a great idea, Jake.
You guys look like you’ve
been through the wringer.
Let’s get some food in us,
and then we’ll figure out the
next move.

INT. HUT - NIGHT

The villagers cook a strange big bird with an odd looking
fruit that resembles apples. The fruit in this village was
unlike anything they had ever seen in their lives, the
sweet tasted sour and the sour sweet. The whole village was
eating and enjoying themselves while having a nice
conversation, despite the unusual taste of the food.

EMMA
(curiously)

So Mom, how are you guys
doing? Also, how did you and
Dad end up here? You said
your submarine broke down but
we want to know all about
your crazy adventure! How did
you guys talk with the
villagers if you didn't
understand anything they
said? How did you guys teach
Jake to speak English?

OLIVER
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(Excited)

Yeah, that would be a cool
story to hear! How did you
survive all this time?

WILLIAM
(Surprised)

Woah kids, slow down a bit. We have a
a lot of time to talk. We promise we will
tell you everything. Like you already know,
we crashed our sub because out of the
blue everything turned off and our sub was
sucked through an underwater cave. Before we
knew it, we had crashed onto the beach of
this island.

SARAH
Yes, then we found these lovely people
who helped us. They gave us a home,
food, and helped us clean up. They
really took care of us when we were
sick. Especially Jake, who even bothered
to learn our language so we could
communicate.

WILLIAM
(Smiling)

We didn’t want to look like outcasts,
so luckily we picked up a couple
phrases here and there. We’ve been
able to communicate with everybody,
we learned it pretty quickly actually.
We were able to learn their ways and
blend in. Everything around here is
just so beautiful. It feels like a
paradise.



98
ARIA

(Excited)
Yeah, living here seems like you’d
be on vacation everyday.

OLIVER
(mad)

What do you mean to stay here to live?
I think we have a beautiful life back
home. We can't just disappear from
there, it's our home. We have to go
Back.

ARIA
(Mad)

I know, Oliver. I wasn’t saying I was
gonna stay for sure. Our lives
are good back home.

SARAH
(angrily)

Enough kids! We are all going back
home. Our main goal is getting back
home safely in the submarine.

The group went to sleep in the huts. Jake approaches
William and Sarah the next morning.

JAKE
(Concerned)

You don’t have to leave. Just stay.
Look at how beautiful this place is.
Look at how peaceful it is. There's no
worries here. It’s like paradise. It’s
a new beginning for everybody. There
are so many things you guys can do
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here. You all have truly become a part
of our family.

WILLIAM
(Smiling)

We can't thank you enough for what you
and the village have done for us, but
we are ready to go back. We have to
return to our lives. There are people over
there who count on us. I'm sure they are
waiting for us to get back any second.

JAKE
(Smiling)

I guess if there’s nothing I can do to
make you stay, then you guys can leave.

SARAH
(Smiling)

Thanks for being understanding. We
finally have a way back home and we
want our kids to live a normal life.
Aria isn’t even our daughter, we need to
get her back to her family.

ARIA
I guess...

CUT TO:

EXT. VILLAGE - MORNING

William, Sara, Oliver, Aria, and Emma approach the parents’
original prototype submarine, heavily damaged and docked far
away from the kids’ sub.

OLIVER
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(Eager)

So, are you guys ready? Let's
get those parts and get back
to the other sub.

WILLIAM
(Doubtful)

Do you kids even know how to
fix the submarine to begin
with?

SARAH
(Smiling)

It seems like they do since
they were the ones who
brought it here. Plus, our
kids have been around subs
for a long time. If our own
kids didn’t know how to fix a
submarine then it shows we
failed as parents.

OLIVER
(Playful)

Yeah… I’ve been learning with
you guys for the past 10
years. I definitely know a
few things.

As the family works on the sub, Aria looks over the beautiful
setting of that land.

ARIA
(Smiling)

Like I said earlier, I would
love to stay in this



101
beautiful place. It's perfect
for me, or at least it's
better then my home.

SARAH
(Concerned)

Aria, honey, I know it’s nice
here but we can't just go
without you. Your father must
be worried… W-what are we
going to tell him when we get
there? We can't just tell him
that we left you in some
island. How would he even
know where to start?

ARIA
(Indecisive)

He’ll manage.
Aria sighs.

ARIA (CONT’D)
I get your point, but I’m
sure my dad wouldn't even
care if I disappear. The
people here wouldn't be a
problem because you can just
make up something and say
that I was gone.

WILLIAM
(Caring)

Kiddo, I'm sure your dad
loves you very much. Even
though it seems like he
doesn't care, he does. He
probably is missing you right
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this second. Sometimes I
don’t spend as much time with
Ollie as I should, but that
doesn’t mean I don’t love him
very much.

Oliver turns to his dad.

OLIVER
(surprised)

Thanks, Dad.

Oliver turns to Aria.

OLIVER CONT’D
Also, you’re my best friend.
I can't just leave you here.
Everybody will miss you too
much if you stay.

ARIA
(muttering to herself)

We’ll see...

INT. SUBMARINE - DUSK

HAYDEN is speaking to the base over the radio.

HAYDEN
Is there any way you can find
our location?

RADIO
(Stressed)

What made you think that you
should steal a submarine?



103
HAYDEN

We weren't really thinking… I
didn’t even wanna come on
this trip. I just wanted to
know what they were doing. So
I could hassle them for it. I
panicked and ran from the
security guards. I just want
to go back home now.

RADIO
Thank you for communicating
with me. We will send out a
unit to rescue you but we
need a few more details. We
must know.

Aria enters the room and sees Hayden speaking with someone from
the base.

ARIA
(Upset)

What are you doing? I thought
we agreed to figure this out
on our own!

HAYDEN
(Annoyed)

Come on Aria, let’s be real
here. There’s no way we can
do this on our own. We’re
just a bunch of kids, we need
lots of help.

Oliver and Emma enter the sub to find Hayden and Aria arguing.

OLIVER
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What’s going on?

ARIA
Hayden’s talking to someone
from the base without telling
us! I don’t want to go back
home though at all. I like it
here, it’s different. Plus,
what am I coming home to? A
father that doesn’t love me?

The radio buffers until ANDREW, Aria’s
father, is heard loud and clearly.

ANDREW
(worried)

A-Aria? Can you hear me?

ARIA
(Scared)

Dad?

Hayden motions for Oliver and Emma to give them privacy. Aria
gives her dad complete attention.

ANDREW
(Relieved and sad)

Oh Aria, I am so sorry. I am
so sorry for how I treated
you. I was just so sad
because of what happened with
your mom, but I didn’t
realize that you were
grieving too, and that you
needed me to be there for
you. I realize that now,
please come home.
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ARIA
(emotional but a little bit angry)
I don’t know dad...

ANDREW
(Crying)

I miss you so much. Please come home.

ARIA
(Understanding)

Thank you. That’s all I
wanted. We’re attempting to
come home now.

ANDREW
I promise things are gonna
change. I understand how you
feel now, we’ll be close, I
promise.

ARIA
(Crying)

Thank you dad. I’m gonna work
on getting out of here. I
need to contact the base but
I’ll call you soon.

ANDREW
Okay, I love you.

Aria summons Hayden to the radio.

ARIA
(Determined)
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Ok, I’m ready to do this.
Hayden, do whatever you need
to do.

HAYDEN
Ok. What do you guys need to-

Suddenly a spear flies through the open door and pierces the
radio, destroying it. The villagers have the sub surrounded.

JAKE
You not leaving! Must stay here!
Forever!

Villagers round up and take the Smith family as well as Aria
captive but they luckily do not see Hayden and Callum.

HAYDEN
(SCARED)

I don't know what to do. They took
everyone. Now I'm alone in a world
I know nothing about. I need to save
them somehow and get us out of here!
Great, this is just perfect! We are
all going to die here!

Hayden watches from hiding inside the restroom as the villagers
escort the group back toward the village. One of the villagers
almost sees him and lingers to see if his suspicions are
correct. But he leaves when Jake calls him.

JAKE
(native language)

Vadire K’anesh!

INT. PRISON HUT - DUSK
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The Smiths and Aria are being held captive in a hut, but this
hut is nothing like a prison cell. It’s actually quite nice with
good hospitality.

ARIA
We have to find a way to escape this
place and get out of this new
world!

Aria paced back and forth in front of the entrance to the hut
while trying to think of a plan.

WILLIAM
Well, we definitely can’t get out. These
people don’t look like they’re easy to
trick.

ARIA
Well Mr. Smith, we could at least try!
Didn’t you try so that you could see
Oliver and Emma once again?

William goes over to Oliver and gives him a noogie and pulls
Emma close to him. That is a good enough answer for Aria. Aria
looked over at Oliver who looked like he didn’t know the
slightest thing to do.

ARIA
Come on, Oliver! What happened to your
master plan? For all we know Hayden
could’ve fixed the submarine already and
he’s out there leaving without us!

Oliver chooses not to answer Aria. He isn’t ignoring her, he
just has no idea what to do in this crazy situation.



108
The conversation is cut short as the LEADER of the civilization
comes into the hut.

ARIA
Are you going to let us out of here?

CIVILIZATION LEADER
No.

Aria scoffs and rolls her eyes before she sits down on one of
the beds facing herself away from the leader.

CIVILIZATION LEADER
I am sorry for not treating you guests well.

OLIVER
Guests?

Oliver thought the civilization leader had to be joking, but he
still had the same serious look on his face that he had when he
first walked into the room.

CIVILIZATION LEADER
I assumed that you all were probably
hungry, so I came to bring you all some
dinner.

The civilization leader brings a table into the hut with plates
filled with thick mouth watering steaks. The Smiths look at the
food in awe while considering that this place might not be so
bad after all.

WILLIAM
Thank you very much, but sir, we would
like to get back to our submarine.

CIVILIZATION LEADER
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Well, I apologize, but I cannot let any
of you go.

ARIA
Why not?

Aria stood up now facing the leader.

CIVILIZATION LEADER
You see, we have grown pretty fond of you
all, and we would hate to see you go back to
that horrid place you call home. If you do
stay, we’ll give you a beautiful home
facing the tide. We’ll have servants come
and feed you all with much better meals
than this.

Oliver looks at the leader with disagreement. He wonders what
could be better than the steak he is about to eat.

CIVILIZATION LEADER
If you still refuse to stay here, you’ll
be stuck in this prison forever.

ARIA
Look man, I don’t care what you have to
say, but I’m not staying here!

CIVILIZATION LEADER
Would you please consider it? Our world
is much better than where you once lived
before.

ARIA
No, I don't need to consider it! Our world
might not be as great as this, but I have
people I need to see back there.
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The civilization leader turns away from Aria knowing that he
isn’t going to be able to convince her to stay. Instead, he
turns to face the Smith’s.

CIVILIZATION LEADER
Just please, think it over.

The civilization leader left the hut and locked the door behind
him.

INT. SUBMARINE - NIGHT

Hayden is forgotten by the villagers and left behind, also
thinking he's the only one they forgot. He angrily mutters to
himself trying to figure out what to do as well as tries to come
up with a plan to save himself and his friends in this crazy
situation.

HAYDEN
It's not my fault, I didn't cause any of
this. This is their fault and their
problem. They got themselves into this and
Why should I have to help or get involved?
Although I did get myself involved in the
beginning anyways so- (sighs) Maybe if I
just wait around for help the base will rescue
us and take us home.

Hayden slumps down with great guilt because he knows that
waiting for the base to be able to find this place and help them
is pointless. Hayden pauses guiltily.

HAYDEN
(RUSHED)

I need to take them all more food
(pause)
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and for myself. Obviously!

Callum comes out of the restroom finally.

CALLUM
(DETERMINED)

I'm coming too.

Hayden smiles back at him with boldness and cooperation this
time.

HAYDEN
Okay man!

(yells)
Let's do this!

Callum shushes him, and they start making their way to the
village.

HAYDEN
(whispers)

Right, sorry. Let's do this!

EXT. PRISON HUT - NIGHT

ESTABLISHING SHOT: beasts circler outside the prison hut,
keeping the characters trapped.

INT. PRISON HUT - NIGHT

The Smiths starts to eat the steaks that were given to them.
Aria chose not to touch it.

ARIA
I can’t believe you guys. Is no one on
my side? You were just trying to convince
me to come home earlier and now you’re
the ones stuffing yourselves with this
foreign food!

OLIVER
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We’re all on your side, Aria.

ARIA
(annoyed)

Really? You guys don’t look like you’re
in a hurry to get out of here!

WILLIAM
And you were the one who was adamant
about staying here for good. Without
telling your dad anything. What good
will starving ourselves do if we do
wanted to escape?

Aria drops her head with embarrassment and William swallows
timidly. Sarah looks at William with understanding.

SARAH
You’re right, Aria. We can’t stay here forever.

EMMA
What? Why not?

ARIA
Because we don’t belong here. We
belong back home.

EMMA
Come on, Aria. Look at this place! It’s
great! If we agree to stay here, we'll be
treated like royalty!

ARIA
I can’t believe you’re even considering
this, Emma! Don’t you want to go back
home and see your friends and family
again?

EMMA
Aria, My family is right here.
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Emma gestures towards Oliver and her parents.

EMMA (CONT.’D)
We can make new friends here. It’ll
be great! Why do you want to leave so
badly? You’re always complaining
About everything anyways.

Aria sighs. Now that she knows her father does care about her,
she desperately wants to go back to him.

ARIA
(worried)

I’ve just got a bad feeling about this
place, all right? Everyone understand?

OLIVER
No Emma. Aria is right.

Oliver stands up and decides to end this argument.

OLIVER
The point of this mission was to get our
parents and bring them back home. Not to
stay here and find a new land.

EMMA
The “point of the mission” can change.

Oliver
No. This was my idea, and I’m not going
to let this mission fail. We came to get
our parents, and we’re going to bring them
home.

EMMA
(pointing at the beasts)

How are we supposed to do that with these
beasts outside?

ARIA
Well, maybe we could tell the leader that
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we actually want to stay, but instead we
make a break for the submarine?

OLIVER
That’s kind of risky.

EMMA
Do you think we could get the beasts on
our side somehow?

OLIVER
Doubt it. They don’t seem to like us very
much.

EMMA
What about Hayden and Callum? Do you
think they’ll come back for us?

ARIA
Hayden? Come on, that coward is probably
hiding if he’s not already kidnapped.

OLIVER
Let’s just hope that Hayden and Callum
will come back for us.

ARIA
I hope they do, but think about it.
Hayden doesn’t really like us as it is,
and no offense to Callum, but he doesn’t
seem like the type to do something heroic.

OLIVER
Maybe they will! But, in case they don’t,
we better come up with a plan quickly.

CUT TO:

EXT. PRISON HUT - NIGHT

Hayden slowly makes his way toward a BOULDER that is a few feet
in front of the prison hut in order to distract the beasts that
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are guarding the front door. Hayden hides behind a large boulder
and thinks to himself about his plan. Two BEASTS guard the door
of the hut. Hayden slowly walks towards the beast with two MRE
bags in his hands. The guard beasts turn their heads sharply,
their fangs showing. They growl at Hayden and they make a
STRANGE BARKING NOISE.

HAYDEN
(nervous)

Easy, Easy, look, I have some food!

Hayden shakes the MRE bags, and the creatures are quickly
focused on the bag. Hayden quickly throws the bags far away from
the hut. The creatures chase after them. He sighs with relief.

HAYDEN
(chuckles)

Hope they like gumbo.

Hayden quickly runs toward the hut’s front door. He finds the
closest rocks and bashes the hinge of the door. He bludgeons it
until it is destroyed. He opens the door, and the prisoners look
at him in shock.

HAYDEN
(tired)

‘Sup guys, did you miss me?

Everyone thanks Hayden as they rush out the door. As they make
their way to the beach the gang rounds a corner and are
confronted by Jake, who points a spear at them.

JAKE
Leave so soon? You stay. We all
want you stay.

OLIVER
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Ummm.. No thanks!

JAKE
You stay! Want or - aaarrgghh!

Jake falls to the ground in a daze, Callum stands over his body
with a large LOG in his hands. Callum seems surprised with
himself. He drops the log, and the gang makes their way to the
sub. Aria picks up Jake’s spear just in case they run into any
more locals and catches up with the rest of the group.

EXT. SUB - NIGHT

The gang rush towards the sub and Oliver and his parents get to
work on fixing it. They connect wires and sparks are flying
everywhere.

CUT TO:

I/E. SUB - NIGHT

The Smith Parents and Oliver are desperately trying to revive
the sub. Shouting comes from the village. The locals are heading
towards the sub.

WILLIAM
(frantic)

They’re coming, we don’t have much time.

OLIVER
Hang on, I'll think of a plan.

Emma sneaks outside before anybody notices her. Emma bravely
approaches the horde of locals just as they are about to overrun
the sub.

EMMA
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Stop! Or I will use my special powers!

The horde of locals stop in their tracks, looking confused and
sharing a few skeptical glances at each other. Oliver and his
parents watch from a sub window.

WILLIAM
What is she doing?!

OLIVER
She’s distracting them to buy us some
time.

William jumps for the door, but Oliver stops him.

WILLIAM
No! She’s just a little girl!

OLIVER
Dad. Emma has proven on this trip
that she’s a lot more than that. And
if we don’t fix this sub, we’re all
white dwarfs anyway. Besides, if
there’s one thing Emma’s
good at, it’s causing distractions.

Emma continues to distract the horde and has her palms pointed
toward the horde)

EMMA
If you come any closer, I'll burn
you all!

The horde are now cautious and they start to back away until one
local speaks up from the crowd.

LOCAL
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She lies!

EMMA
(confident)

Oh yeah? Watch me!

Emma takes a small lighter out of her pocket and ignites it,
putting the lighter under her right hand to give the illusion
that it’s coming out her palm.

The horde gasped in surprise steps back a little further.

EMMA
Yeah, that’s right, fear me!

Oliver quickly opens the sub door.

OLIVER
Emma, get in!

EMMA
(annoyed)

Aww, I was just getting started.

Emma runs back to the sub. Oliver starts to close the door, but
before he can, a local tries to get in. Emma surprisingly kicks
the local in the kneecap, and the local falls backwards into the
rest of the horde below. The sub roars to life, and it starts to
move away from the beach. It successfully gets away from the
rest of the angry locals. The crowd of locals yells furiously at
the sub as it goes away. The Leader arrives.

LEADER
Cease your cries! The intruders and their
machine will not get far... the guardian
will take care of them! Nothing can get
past her!
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The crowd CHEERS in approval, and waits in anticipation for the
guardian to destroy the sub.

Fade to:
INT. SUBMARINE - NIGHT

William and Sarah start to take control of the sub, calibrating
things and sitting in the captain’s seat.

SARAH
Ok, William, let’s take her to
a depth of-

OLIVER
Excuse me. Mom, Dad, as much as I
like seeing you guys in your element,
I’ve kind of been the captain of this
mission. And this is my crew.

Oliver gestures toward the rest of the kids. William and Sarah
look at each other questioningly and shrug.

WILLIAM
Oh. Uhm, well, ok. I guess... we understand.
Our little boy is all grown up. Look at you,
piloting your own submarine!

Sarah clears her voice.

SARAH
What your father means to say is
that we understand that you’ve come this
far, so naturally you’d want to finish
this as a leader with your friends. In fact,
that's how your father was when he was about
your age, always taking charge despite not
being very social.
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OLIVER
Thanks for understanding, Mom and Dad,
if you would, my friend Callum, would
like to show you the seats behind us,
won’t you Callum?

While not completely paying attention, Callum got the jist,
leading Oliver’s parents to the seats.

CALLUM
Right this way, Mr. and Mrs. Smith.

OLIVER
All right guys, let's get to work,
the submarine isn’t gonna drive itself
to the surface!

ARIA
Aye aye, captain!

OLIVER
Aria, come run star command up here with
me. Emma, make sure the water isn’t
flooding into the sub through any
points. Callum, go to the directional
counter and make sure we are heading
back exactly the way we came. Hayden,
we need you to look through the telescope and
tell us if there's anything large that could
obstruct the sub in the immediate area. Alright
team, let’s get to work!

The kids all go to their stations and get to work without
hesitation. Oliver’s parents are deeply impressed at the
children's teamwork and capabilities. They are proud of their
son’s newfound leadership.
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CUT TO:

INT. SUBMARINE - NIGHT

The sub is approaching the cave where the “cave-guardian”
attacked them on their way in.

OLIVER
Callum, Emma.

CALLUM
Yeah, Oliver?

OLIVER
(quietly)

You both remember what we encountered
last time through this cave?

Callum and Emma nod, looking scared.

OLIVER (CONT.’D)
I’m killing the engines. You two turn
off anything that makes sound or light.
Maybe we can sneak past it this time. And
try not to alert the children.

Emma and Callum do as they’re told, and the sub floats
soundlessly through the cave for a while until suddenly the
entire submarine shakes, as if something big had hit it.

HAYDEN
It’s back!

OLIVER
What do you see out there?
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Oliver turns the engines back on and tries to take off at full
speed, but they are being held in place.

CALLUM
It’s too dark to tell!

WILLIAM
What’s happening, son? What is it?

OLIVER
No time to explain, Dad. I’m a
little busy.

BAM! The submarine is shaken again violently. Emma is at the
porthole.

EMMA
I see it!

ARIA
What is it?!

EMMA
It’s like a giant octopus! Only…
scarier.

Everyone rushes to the window and sees it clearly, a large
tentacled creature with a pointy head, eight clear arms, and 2
very large tentacles. Everyone but Aria is terrified and shaken.

ARIA
C’mon this Squid is nothing! we’ve
made it all the way here, we found
your parents, we can’t stop now!

Oliver, after giving it some thought, regains his composure.
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OLIVER

Y-you’re right, this is MY ship!

ARIA
Submarine.

OLIVER
Right! Dad, what do you know about
squid and more importantly, its
weaknesses?

WILLIAM
Well they hate very bright light,
they're scared of Sperm Whales,
umm what else? I don’t know what
else.

HAYDEN
Well at least this can’t get any
worse, right?

Suddenly the submarine begins getting crushed by the huge squid,
little by little.

ARIA
You just HAD to say something, didn’t
you Hayden?

Hayden, clearly scared, is about to retort something, when
Oliver interrupts him.

OLIVER
Pay attention to the situation at
hand guys, we're at the mercy of
a giant squid, what do we do?

ARIA
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We could-

CALLUM
We could make whale noises at it to
scare it away?

ARIA
Or more practically, we could-

EMMA
We could use the radar to emit sonar
to attract whales to us?

OLIVER
No we need something else, more
practical we need-

Just then the creaking of the sub stops as suddenly as it had
started and when Oliver looks out the window, there is a bright
light shining through into the direction of the squid. Oliver
looks over and sees Aria simply turning on the huge spotlight
they had at the front of the sub.

ARIA
(Sarcastically)

Well who, oh who, would’ve thought my
idea would work?

Oliver was very embarrassed.

OLIVER
Sorry for not hearing you out, Aria.

Aria sighs.

ARIA
It’s cool, just listen to me next time.
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OLIVER
Will do! Alright Gang, let’s get out
of here!

Everyone cheers as the submarine moves forward without a hitch.
Oliver and Aria slow down once they are safely away from the
creature.

WILLIAM
Wow… Good work, kids.

FEATURE: The submarine’s control panel. The sub continues on
auto-navigator on a steady route.

SARAH
(still out of breath)

Is everybody alright?

Everyone affirms breathlessly. Emma wipes the tears off her
face as she sniffles. Aria puts her hand on Oliver’s shoulder to
steady him and scans the faces of her team.

OLIVER
(frightened)

I can’t believe we almost died.

A short silence ensues. Callum clears his throat and glances to
get everyone’s attention. The crew are slightly surprised.

CALLUM
This is the craziest thing I’ve
ever done.

HAYDEN
I would like to second that.
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Hayden clutches his stomach.

HAYDEN CONT’D
Ugh, I think I’m gonna vomit with
this headache.

CALLUM
The bathroom’s that white door
if you need it.

HAYDEN
I know.

Hayden chuckles. He takes a deep breath and stops massaging his
head.

HAYDEN
That was the first thing I found
on this heap.

CALLUM
You’ve grown a lot from the kid
who made others miserable and
couldn’t find their way around a
submarine.

Sarah snickers. Hayden turns a little bit red and rubs the back
of his neck.

HAYDEN
Okay, I guess I deserve that.
But thanks.
(beat)

CALLUM
So… is it just me or does anyone



127
else feel like… like they’re-

Callum sighs but keeps himself from rubbing the back of his
neck. He sits straighter with his feet a little farther apart to
show that he is more confident.

CALLUM (CONT.’D)
-a little bit different from- I
don’t know… a little different
from the person they were before?

He looks around shyly.

CALLUM (CONT’D)
Like Hayden, you’ve changed. And
to be honest, I think you’ve grown
into a nicer person.

Hayden nods.

Emma Rose looks out the window with a paranoid look in the
background. Sarah gently moves her head towards her. Hayden
looks down solemnly.

HAYDEN
I am sorry, though. Well, you
gotta admit some of my frustrations
were valid, but at school… that-
that was on me.
(beat)
I’d be lying through my teeth if
I said I wasn’t trying to put you
down. That was my fault. I-I’m
sorry for giving you guys such a
hard time.

OLIVER
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Well, I prefer this new you anyways.

Aria breathes pridefully and swallows.

ARIA
As much as it hurts my pride to
say this, I think Callum was right.
You did… prove yourself to be
useful on this sub.

ARIA
(hesitant)

I… accept your apology.

SARAH
Good job. To all of you kids. Look
at that. You all learned to work as
a team. Ollie, honey, you didn’t even
fight with your sister!

Emma Rose looks at Oliver. He tries not to laugh and nods
attentively.

SARAH
You came for us together.

WILLIAM
What we should really be talking about
is how the kids took a godforsaken
military-level sub into the ocean and
didn’t get killed an-

SARAH
(through gritted teeth and sing-songy voice)

Honey.

SARAH CONT’D
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We’re both trying to say that we’re
very, very proud of all of you.

WILLIAM
Ok! I brought with me some absolutely fascinating
samples of vegetation from that new terra, and I
can’t wait to explore it under a microscope.
Everyone! To the lab!

HAYDEN
Wow. You sound exactly like your son.

Everyone follows William toward the lab, but Oliver stops Aria
and pulls her into a big hug. Aria is shocked but leans in and
relents to hug her closest friend. Everyone else continues to
the lab, leaving Aria and Oliver alone.

OLIVER
(grateful and quiet)

Thank you.

ARIA
(soothing)

Oliv…  hey.

OLIVER
If you hadn’t come to help me,
I wouldn’t have my family back
right now. Or worse, I could have
ran off here myself and gotten
Emma and I killed. So, thank you.
Thank you for doing these adventures
with me. I know your mom and your dad
are as proud of you as I am.

Aria’s face lights up.



130
ARIA

Of course, Oliver. Thank you for
being my best friend. I’ll
always be here for you. Even if
you want to get away from a
traumatizing calamari thing, or worse
still prefer Michael Jordan to Lebron,
I’ll be there.

They both laugh.

ARIA
Now, come on. I know you want to geek out with
that microscope.

OLIVER
Do I?!

INT. GOVERNMENT SCIENCE BASE - MORNING

The base’s radar goes off for a major heat signature. The HEAD
OF SECURITY talks frantically into his radio.

HEAD OF SECURITY
The kids are back! The sub
Is pulling in to the port. Get
medical ready and then we’ll take
them in for interrogation. I need
all teams coming in. We’re gonna
need a lot more protection for the
sub from now on.

The security officers rush over to the scene. The front five and
the head of security run to grab whoever comes out of the sub,
but William and Sarah come out first, with the kids shielded
behind them.
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The head of security stops.

HEAD OF SECURITY
(gasps)

Nevermind, nevermind.

He waves his hand in dismissal.

HEAD OF SECURITY
The missing Smiths are actually back.

Everyone gets off the sub and reunites with the excited crowd.
Aria and Andrew share a private father-daughter bonding moment.

ANDREW
(worried)

I’m so glad you’re back! I thought
I’d lost you!

ARIA
You’re never going to lose me, Dad!
Besides, I was with Oliver.

Andrew looks at Aria longingly. It’s as if Aria notices how
tired her dad really is for the very first time.

ANDREW
(exasperated and pleading)

I’m so sorry that I’ve been so cold to
you.

He cups her face softly.

ANDREW CONT’D
I-it’s just that… carrying the weight
of losing your mom a-and trying to live
and support you without her has just-
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It’s been really hard for me.

ARIA
It’s okay, Dad. I get it. I miss her
too. From now on-

Aria wipes tears from her face.

ARIA CONT’D
Let’s make sure that we get along
like Mom would want us to.

Hayden grabs his parents and wraps them both in a hug.

HAYDEN
(confident)

Mom. Dad. I love you and I’m
happy to see you.

His parents are visibly surprised but are happy to see him so
grateful.

HAYDEN
Thank you for taking care of
me. And letting me eat Maruchan
instead of MRE’s.

The parents’ colleagues are relieved to realize they made it
back alive. HEAD OF SECURITY pats William on the back.

HEAD OF SECURITY
(excited)

We’re all glad you’re both safe, man.

He goes to hug Sarah.

HEAD OF SECURITY CONT’D
But you have a heck of a lot of
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explaining to do.

SARAH
We were just lucky Oliver and Emma
and the rest of the kids came to
rescue us.

ENGINEER, a tall, blonde woman, pats Sarah on the shoulder and
looks at the three of them.

ENGINEER
Your kids have got guts. They get
it from their parents.

All the government personnel in the main room expressed their
surprise that the teenagers pulled off the expedition. The
security chasing them ended up shaking their hands and
congratulating them.

EMMA
(excited)

You’re not going to believe what I
saw! We were in this other world with
magical creatures- a-and they were
trying to kill us! But then Callum and
Hayden- they came in and they saved us!

The people listen to the story patronizingly and dismiss it as
fantasy. Hayden rushes to Emma. Hayden scruffles Emma’s hair
playfully.

HAYDEN
Oh, Emma.

He turns to the watching technicians.

HAYDEN
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I bet your guys’ kids love to make
up their own stories too. She can be
in her own little world sometimes.
Anyways, sorry to bother you.

They share a courtesy laugh. Hayden sends Emma off to her
brother

Callum tries to look for his family in the crowd while the
others reunite. He furrows his eyebrows in worry and response to
the overwhelming crowds around him.

CALLUM
(frantic)

Nay! Nanay!

CALLUM’S MOM is a short Filpina with long brown hair and light
brown skin. CALLUM’S GRANDPARENTS also have light brown skin,
black hair, and his grandmother wears glasses. CALLUM’S MOM sees
him calling from the railing. She turns to CALLUM’S GRANDPARENTS

CALLUM’S MOM
He’s over there!

Callum is about to take out his phone to call when the three
pull him in for a hug.

FADE TO:

EXT. ARIA’S HOUSE - MORNING

Establishing shot: The front of Aria’s house in the morning.

INT. ARIA’S BEDROOM - MORNING

HAYDEN, laying on the ground and eating from a bowl of popcorn
next to him, looks up to ARIA.
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HAYDEN

Your hair looks fire, bro.

Feature: Aria, with her brand new vibrant red hair that she just
dyed, stands in the center of the room, mixing a bowl of lime
green hair dye.

ARIA
That phrase from your freakish
vocabulary is actually kinda fitting.

Aria points up to her hair as Hayden cocks his head, his mouth
stuffed with popcorn.

HAYDEN
I’ll take it.

ARIA
And that's the only reason why I’m
allowing it.

HAYDEN
Okay, okay.

Hayden sighs and rolls his eyes, but he has a slight smile on
his face. Callum sits on a stool in front of Aria, his short
black hair now a whitish yellow after ARIA bleached it. In his
right hand, he is playing with a fidget toy that Oliver made for
him.

CALLUM
What does “fire” mean?

HAYDEN
I mean that her hair looks really cool.
It does, doesn’t it?

CALLUM
Yeah! It does look fire.

Emma is leaning against Aria’s bed. She is stealing pieces of
Hayden’s popcorn whenever he isn’t looking. She pouts.
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EMMA

Why can’t I dye my hair?

OLIVER, who is laying on Aria’s bed reading a book and half
listening to the conversation, looks up.

OLIVER
You know what mom and dad said, not
until you're fourteen.

EMMA ROSE
But-

ARIA
Don’t worry, when you're fourteen,
I’ll dye your hair the coolest color.
Then you’ll be the coolest looking
freshman.

Emma, who looks like she wants to interject, is given a look by
Oliver. Before she can speak up, however, Andrew walks through
Aria’s open door in his work clothes.

ANDREW
Whoa, Aria! I love the red!

ARIA
Thanks, Dad, Callum is going green.

ANDREW
That's awesome, have fun with it!

Andrew moves over to Callum and gives him a soft fistbump before
returning to the doorway.

ANDREW
Alright then kids, I’ve got to get
going. Be good, and try to clean after
yourselves.

There is a chorus of insincere yes’s before Aria speaks up.

ARIA
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Um, do you want to get dinner later?

ANDREW
Absolutely, I’ll be back home at around
five. Can you be ready by then?

ARIA
Cool, I’ll be sure to be hungry at that
time Dad.

ANDREW
Okay, sounds good. See you later kids.
I love you, Aria.

Aria smiles shyly.

ARIA
I love you too, Dad.

Andrew stands at the doorway a moment longer until, with a new
spring in his step, he walks out. The room is quiet until they
hear Andrew’s car engine start up, and Oliver breaks the
silence.

OLIVER
So, Callum, are you ready for some
green hair?

Callum starts playing with his fidget toy more.

CALLUM
Yeah, I don’t want black hair anymore.
Green is cooler, right?

OLIVER
Sure is!

EMMA
You’re gonna look so cool.

Emma is now sharing the popcorn with Hayden. Aria looks up with
excitement.
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ARIA

Let’s do this.

Aria lifts the brush containing the hair dye and begins applying
it to Callum’s hair. Emma begins jumping up and down, Hayden is
recording the event with his phone, and Oliver stops reading to
watch the scene unfold.

Feature: A SPEAR that had belonged to one of the villagers is
displayed on Aria’s wall.

FADE OUT

THE END


