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REPORT CF VISIT ro H:SGrlO JCHOOL::i 1.JITD UCLWJES 
INCID:~J!'l' TO ::iE!!:ING THE H.OSiN.l.u.JJ 1APLLh.t:1t:5 

In Nashville , Fred 1,~cCuistion took me to lisk and to .1.'en­

nessee A.gricul tural and Industrial College, brought me iu touch with 

the curriculum people at J:'eabody \/ho have worked in Virginia and who 

a.re now ~,or king in l'exas , and also with a state officit:1.l rtho told me 

a bout the heal th progr!:l.!ll in two of the schools. licCuistion and I 

had long conversations about the school and community and I learned 

from him of ,/bite of /hitesville and his work in a teachers training 

school . He has brought in the community and so far as possible has 

made his students realize that the school is a community activity as 

vrell as a place of booklearning. Caswell of Peabody impressed me as 

a very valuable man in all curricular studies . The ne·,1 Virginia cur­

riculum is ready. In its preparation the teachers who are doing the 

teaching cooperated with the investigators and did , I believe, a very 

good and important job . 

In Lemphis , Liss Powers gave me the day and took me to see 

the Je eters School which serves an entire co:cimunity of 250 Negro 

families and also to see the large white school and Central ::>chool 

!orkshops. I.ii ss Powers impr·essed me as very capable in organizing 

communities . She has oone a fine piece of work in adult clasl:jes for 

home activities -- remuking clothes, cobbling shoes , and repairing 

.._ urni ture. fhe Je eters School has already a ccomplished many of the 
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things we want done . 

In Little Rock, Nolen Irby took me to Hendrix College (co­

educational v1hite) in which a significant effort is going on under 

President Sohn H. Reynolds to bring to the students the conscious­

ness of the problems of a black and white civiliz.atio11 in a small 

community and to develop in them the good \7ill necessary for meeting 

constructively its problems . I was greatly impressed by the place , 

particula rly by the President , by Dr . Greene , Professor Campbell of 

English, Professor Kamp of Greek and La tin, and by a shrewd old 

Dea n , Dr . 3taples. Gates is a new man , a little too belligerent in 

social matters , but good. Campbell could be a college president any 

day he v;anted to so far as ability goes (Ph. D., Chica.go) . He is 

going on a year ' s leave to get ready through ~uropean travel and 

study f or a combination course in literature and the arts . 

,le spent a day seeing the l-,orgenroths and the community in 

which they work. The Negro school in that community (Fitz- Hugh Plan­

tat ion) has done nnny things we wa11t done under the leadership of 

its young Negro principal and with the support of these resident 

pla ntation owners . I don' t believe the L:orgenroths do very well . 

I visited v,ith Irby the LJunbar .::ichool (Littl e rl.ock), which 

is a high school for Negroes , of real quality \Yith good vocational 

work but with i nadequate vocational integration in the first six 

grades which I saw in a school nearby and also in the Dunbar .>chool . 
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Irby took me to Pine Bluffs vhere I net the President , some 

of the faculty , and •.,as impressed by the Smith Hughes man. He ,;,i th 

Irby could bring into a general central conference all the agencies 

of the sta.te ·uorking •.Jith Negroes , Jmith Hughes' s fa.nn agencies , home 

agencies , school , church, library and so on. I suggested such a plan 

to them. 

I ,·,ent fror::1 Pine :➔luff a to l'.onroe , Louisiana, ·•here Lewis ' s 

assistant -.ogers took char ge of roe . 1.fe visited the Jernes teacher at 

her house v1here the three exploring ,·,omen of Louisiana uere gathered 

n.nd then went to: inerttl Springs and sa~1 the teachers , children , and 

u little of the county. Then down to .tgypt where ~o6e rs talked to 

the head vrhite -:nn of the county and enlisted his uid for i'iss Puri­

foy . I believe thut so:nething c·~n be done but tile head of that 

school is very poor. I am not much taken by any of these people ex­

cept ::rs. l-,idclle ·.,ho is useful and competent but not I think i,.ny­

thing in the •,1v..y of an analyst . 

1 ogers took me on to .Ju.ton :louge and Le,lis from there on to 

lfo , Crleu.ns. Le.-ris would like to stop travelling ana have a permanent 

position. He is anglinp- for one . 

,1e stopped und sa, the Jirnon 3chool. T~1c r.ian )rincipu.l is a 

fair one . 'i'he schoolyard is not well kept up . Ba.sic plc.nting and 

pluns are udr!lirable . The paint on the house und the picked up appear­

ance made Me doubt I v,as lookini; at the so.Ina place. 
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Bond I so.•:, at lie , Cirleans. He ov.id that his st~y in the 

country ms for him invaluable . Ho doubted 1;h1.t he i:ad oone r.1uch for 

the fund . Tie was v,orkin3 on Dillard plans and im.>ressed r.e very 

favorably indeed. I adnire 'hir-: o.nd I like h:ir". . . r'3 . Bond v,us not 

trere. 

I sa·, the Dents e.nd henrd. rs . Dent play . :jhe plays well. 

Dent said , ·•r cr111 s..trely see that Dillard gets the \torth of every dol­

lar trot it spends. " 

In !1tln.nta , John iJi.r.on took !.'lO to tho .1hite school ·.·here 

ilson a.nd i.tiss Lockman \'tere teucr.ing. ,ro had pu~ the younr, lady in 

charee of the school , and the clasoes were interested and busy. The 

r.ian did not seem less superficial than he had see::ied o.t the (,c~ober 

conference . Hrs . Cunnon HUS not at ner school but o.t Spellman. I 

t~lked -crith ner for s0!Ilet"i1~g over an hour and was of course impre:,sed 

uy her u.bil i.ty to ·.,ork in her cor.nnunity in very extraordinary fashion . 

H~, to :.i.nulytic•Ll judgnents and generalizations and as to policy I saw 

no indic1.tion of real contribution . ,~s u. person to ap .>lY un experi­

ment she see!':ls to rne in the firHt rank. .:J t.o one to formulate I 1.-l.':1 

d:iubtful. 

lhile in 1~tlantn I 3poke to the l-'residents of nll tho ..Jtate 

Colleges of Georgiu. Under tlie leadership of Philip deltner, the Cor.1-

nissioner of Educution , t'.1ey arc all working on tho rev-\.sion of their 

curricula. I judged that no greut amount of pror,ross hn.d been ma.de 
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but that there ·,,as a greut denl of fernent going on in the ...;tate . 

: any believe that the Governor will sidetrack 'el tner and his entire 

plun . The issue is as yet unsolved. 

,\.lexander told me of a proposal rrnde by :frank rannonbnum 

for the ,. eder•il a c qui siti on of land and assur.iption of the role of 

lundlord. 'fhe plan seems to r:1.e to be v,ise . I don ' t believe that it 

will be accepted by the .3outh. The cost of udni nisterinr; it, if the 

a r eas were as scattered as Alexander indicated they would be , would 

be very gr eat and lithout thorough going admi nistration and supe1·­

vision I think the plan cun be nothing but a costly failure . Habitu­

tdions for at least f ifty years seem to r.1e to be required to chunge 

the social r.a bi ts of both the r,hi te s and the blacks . 

r y report to date has been chiefly negu.tive . In summary I 

believe th'lt we should not have another year of work by the explorers. 

The r easono are as follows: 

1. Our group is too inadeq.1ate for its task 

2 . I doubt that much could be got from exploring a s 
opposed to a ctual teaching 

3. I believ e there i s a better plan to follow. 

The plan which I propose is that ,-1e should tuke a cc ount of 

agencies ·:,orking in any community . These mi ght be the teucher, the 

pr eacher, the county agent in agriculture, the supervisory education-

1'.l per son (Jeu.nes "teacher or other), the home nakin~ agent, the Jmi th 



Htq:;hes agent l often a teacher ) . From each of these groups bring to­

gether ~ ou-r;standing person to be member of u cooperative p;r oup 

';1orking for a year on one loca.lity. To this I \/ould adtl Cas,vell from 

George J:'eabody vho has been ,·,orkin~ on the \/i:cginia cur riculum and i s 

nor, on rexas. Virginia ' s curriculum is published. They have not 

done nll that ,,e should want to do . They have £,one very far hov,eirer 

in \1orking ~Ti th teachers actually in the field . I should also ,.,ant 

to ado .. t: :.ci..:nistion of Little ioc,;. y;ho is Y1orking on the .-.r kansas 

Jtate curriculum. I think tl-iat he does see pr ecisely \'!ht.it we vm.nt to 

do and has had 1:any years of experience . 

1 huve culled this a curriculu.~ study . I should perhaps 

prefer to call it , ".t Curriculum :or 3chool and Communi ty in the 

rirst Jix Grades of One and 'l\•ro-r oom Schools. " '£hat one and t·10-

room schools may of course be too narro~, a classification I am a~.rare , 

but I more una more believe that v;e solve proble!'ls only v,hen ,-re at­

tack them in grea-r; detail and specifically. 

It might be wise to ask the ,illlerics.n Book , Ginn , and Heath 

to beco1ae the distributors for the texts produced. They have the 

machinery for distribution. They have the V1eapons to fight anything 

they don ' t •.,ant . I ,·,ould muke friends rather thun conpeti tor s of 

them. 

I plun to be present at the i isk meeting . I a.'O glud that 

it fill be At. Nashville und not at Ne\/ Orleans . ca.s\1ell ,·,ill be 

there and it ·,ould seen to me that it wo.uld be ver y unf-:>r tunate i f he 
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nnd .,d l,1cCuistion v,ere not asked to sit in at all of the conferences, 

that we r.1ir;ht have opportunity to judge thern nearer at hand. 

I am glad. that I v1ent on the trip. I learned a lot and I 

enjoyed myseE' . .L'he •1ost important thine I learned was that there are 

i;reat stores of naterial at hand resulting from the experiences of a 

considerable nu11ber of people over a lol'1g time and that we can tap 

these stores . The field is not so unplowed as I iraa6ined it was . 

I shall be r;reatly interested in your reactions and those 

of ~r . and I.rs . Simon to this report . 

February 13 , 1935 
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Dear Dr. Coss: Thank you so much for your nice lotter. .lim and 
I got oock: to Chicago eeveral. de.ya seo after 

a se~ren -:;eeks' tour; to Raw ?lcxico lfith Mr. E:nbl·ee wid Dr. Al.ox.antler; 
seeing Ed l.tcCuistion and Mr. Irby, plu::, t.oe explorers_, in .t.rk;moo.a; 
explorers in Lo.rl.r.iana; und those in Cs':lrgia - this l:!st (for 
five days} with Burton Fowler. Frol'.:l Gsorgi!!. we went to Ponn Scllool, 
(don't ever try to get to or f ro~ Penn School unlesn y~u•r~ \Tell 
fortified in body and spiritt )~ t1!'bere we spent three ~ost i nteresting 
'illd valuable days. Then on to Tow1r Hill Soool to watch Mr. 
Fowl er writhe with 3M.me t the diffcri·nce b:?tw.eai his coat ..,.:,nder­
f'ul eet-up And SO'Jle of the things we sl'so~ed. h.ittl i n Georgia. 

As to your report 'in:i reco:i:iend·.tions on whieh 
you have tl$ked '.!fJ' 11explieit t1nd unreserv'.:d judg::zent. 11 

I can' t quite 4gree with you th~t ~e s.~ould ~~row 
out nll the explorers.. I ' m fore"?d to !ldmit that we !ll!lde some un­
satisf• ctocy seleetion9: !iss Purifoy, Mi ss Beatty, llr. ~il20nt and 
tho Morgenroths, have contributed very lit tle ~xce~t in voluac or 
notee. I am particularly disa:r>;x>lnt~ in ' .. folly &aorgenrotb - you 
:remember at the end of the .f.r ... t e:mference we all thought roe ,.,o.a 

\l:?>~s one of the veiy ''fust. 

On the other hand, Mrs. Cannon, Mrs. Duncan, 
Miss Loclcm:ui, Mrs. Riddle, Mr. Junker, and Ur. Jones I feel have 
made re'!l con~ributions, and with the ground work of +.his year 
ooh.ind then, would be abl0 t::> coutr.ibute :iuch more. 

I i,as sorry .for two thines on your tr1pi ODe, 
the.t you did not have a chance to see Mrs. Cannon and Mrs. Duncaa at 
their school; and two, thut you hap_..>ened to go to flies Lockman• s 
school so soon after she took eh&rge. I t,h1nk i.t;' you could have 
Soe?l the Rod Oak School (Mrs. Cannon• s and Mrs. ~unean• s) r--.nd wat ed 
the way they conduct th~t school and seen the way the peop.le of 
the co:m!lpit.Y have blossomed iaen in this short tiJ.ie, you would h~ve 

u 
~10 , 
✓ 
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h~d no doubt of the value of this experiment, both in the school itself 
and in it.s indications of •hat may be spread ndely throughout the 
rural South. 

Likel'Jise if you could see 'dl:..t Mi ss Lockman has done to the 
school buildi ng, to the chil dren, tind to the com'lJUnity, you would have 
had no qualms. She is, I think, a remarkable teacher, ti.nd she has 
the corrum.mity in the hollow of her hand. The for.:wr principal gave 
nothing but Ats and B• s, and ?,tiss Locman gives s. C.)naldert..::,le maber 
of C• s and D' 8 1 and the parents ure pr.>ud - bee-use "miat llios 
Lockman does la right and fair, end we never could under:H,and ~ 
Billy, ldlo was a-upposed to be best in school, got the same :narks as tho 
other ch.ildren"l Ho less then f i .1teea parents 8.61<00 us 1.0 ao aeything 
t o get lfi flB Loe.man baC-lt l').ext ye.ar., iJr. Fowler .raa g1•~ti.l.~ impressed 
by this work ~ mkes an inter~3tl:ug suggestion t.hat "-'C try to 
include to,:. Nogro school of this di»trict in whut could become c. 
t,eneral, hi-rf-eial., co~unity demunstration. 

I do agree tb.ut .:e do not. tfant .nsxt. yee.r to uo tho e kind 
of' field. work that r.e h~.wc doue t.!lis -:Jf',J.:.r• I thiruc the explor~tions 
t!lis year bi.I.Ve done just lthat we hoped they w"uld do - !JUO\J~d us 
t..)iings much ~ore definlte, thi.it we could do .next ye~. I think J'ones 
(Charles J'olm$0n1 s ;ian) and J un.iter• since t.ney are eGpeci...U., 
trained i n sociolo~ical. procedures of observ ... tion, ?Jay be very 
valuable ( i! tll& Co.J..-icil s~ ~ecie1.es) -,.J cout.inulng tree l..i~ces. It 
i s possible t!l~t we may wnnt to ttpf)alnt two other explorers in ad­
dition to the~e • . ,e are doiae, a ,gxaat, ci~~ ot thin1'11Nli.d tal~ing nb:>ut 
pJ.t,ns fot' nrilet 'Y'3..'1.r. I th ink we a.rE- re:tdy to jove on to ~ greater 
a:nount of experiw.eutal. work in given schoo1 s, i.Alt we all ha11e grave 
rese:rvuti on.s about doin, anythlng ;,,et with the reorg:inizat.i.on o f 
nomt.l. schools or the reconsider<2.tlo:a of curri cula. 

Of courw you .!Clo,. that ¥r. McCuist.1.on., Kr. Car;;well, end 
llr .. Irb7 a1·e to pre.;ant the curriculum studies of the s aithern s t ates 
at this next meeting. I s.'la.11 be Vt. ry gl d to hr.:..ve this m1:1t.erial 
before us for discussion. It ought to be much clearer t his vay than 
through the several written reports. 

I pereo.tli;.lly wonder how much these somewhat elaborate sug­
gestlons can be applied in the li~tle rurul ~chaol s . I t seem$ to 
me tlu...t we will have to work up f ro.:i the rotto1:1 r s.ther than expect 
very much to t.rickle do m from such fori.l6.lized studies as are 
carried out by educators, however co;:ipetent , .___:_n:hose interest is 
chieny in the urban ~ituation. ?levertheless, I thlnlc it is an ex-

1' 
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cellen.t idea to have this material precented, and I am sure n will 
get frou it some interesting and valuable ideas. 

Thank you for toking so mueb i nterest in this whole 
problt;;111. fie know how bt.ey you are and appreciate e.ll the tima end 
thought you have zivcn. 

us,r.r 

Dr. J :>hn J. Co~rn 
Colu:llbia University 
Jiew Yo1·k Ci ty 

;,:;aio pr 

Very truly ~,ours, 

,.. 



<f ohttttbia ~niutr£titp 
in tl}t '1itp of ]lrw f ork 

SUMMER SESSION 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

SIMON 

Mrs . Margar et S. Simon 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear l.'..rs . Simon 
~ --------1 ____ ,.___...J, __ ~ 

I write to give you the items of my expense account : 

DoRorttv A. Et:vme~ 
To Neshville , train and Pullman $39 . 86 
To New York , 0 

" 
11 38 . 32 

Hotel and neals, Nashville • • •• • 6 . 25 
Mer.ls en rou+.e, taxis , tips , etc. 17 . 25 

$101. 68 \-''v 

I should vote the meeting a success . ~e kept down to 

business direct and indirect all the time with a pret ty sub­

stantial discussion and I believe that the program as outlined 

is e. good one. My points of disagreement with this pro~r am 

you already know but I am certainly not sure about the inutility 

of sending back Miss L-0ckman and I am open to convict ion on the 

investigation of the total socioloby provided that people are 

better than Jones , or at least better than the impression he 

MAY 16 l9'351eaves with me. I could find very little in his report that had 

any g,reat relevance for us. 

As a compromise activity more in line with what we 

have previously done than the general i f estigation of rural 

/_jj_ 
11'/!}.J. 
,UJjf 

J 

j 
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trai11ing in normal schools1 would you a pprove of sending someone 

through the country to normal schools to try and_get them to ado pt 

a. rural school as has already been done partly with the Board ' s 

instigation? Such adoption might b~ the quickest wa.y to transform 

the rural education taught in these normal schools. ?lhat we are 

all after is such improvement. The.adoption of the schools would 

give many points from which data might come in and it would focus 

the attention of normal schools on e problem in which they have 

too little interest end too little competence. I'he next step 

might bring together the teachers in these adopted schools for 

training wor k. This proposal rose out of a conversation with 

Fowler as we journeyed along. 

Shall see you on the eighteenth. With best regards , 

I am 

Sincerely yours 

JJC MM 
John J . ·Coss 

Director 
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A TRAINING DE:,.CNSTRATION IN RURAL EDUCr1.TION 

In few states has rural education received attention either in 

normal training or in the teaching in one , two, and three- teacher 

schools , Grades I to VII, or in the supervision of such teaching. 

In the southern states this is true for white schools and for 

Negro schools . 

Not only are there no adequate provisions for training, but 

there are no adequate provisions for the selecting or the supervising of 

teachers in rural schools . 

There is much paper protest against the condi tion of rural ed­

ucation. There is practically no operating program of improvement well 

planned and adequately financed . 

It is likely that there are several states in the South i n 

which a program might be started within normal schools and county school 

systems already established . ,7hite and Negro normal institutions should 

work on the problems at the same time and locality , and white and Negro 

grade schools should be used if possible in the same county. 

Arkansas, Alabama, Georgia, and Texas are possible fields for 

actual operation in the improvement of rural teaching . To start 

with one project seems, however , wi::;dom . Georgia has the encouraging 

feature that in white and Negro normal schools work might be undertaken 

with genuine coop~ration and conviction. It is therefore proposed to look 

into the possibilities and limitations of work in Jeorgia with a view to 

trial schools in this state in 1936- 1937. 
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Four principles ought to be followed , 

1 . The work should be of long enough duration to make a fair test possible 
2 . The schools and counties should be helped on a scal e and in a fashion 

which they can meet after help is withdrawn 
3. New staff should not be put in at salaries or in fashion to offset 

school morale 
4 . No appointment should be made if the Negro people can not be located 

PROPOSED BUDGETS 

~ Valley Statesboro 

1 . To Principal for extra work 
and because present low salary . • • $500. 

2. Prof . Rural Education. . . . . . . . 2, 800. $3, 000. 
3. Prof. Reading . . . . . . . 2,400. 2 , soo. 
4 . Prof . Agriculture. . . . • • • . . • 1 , 000. Healt.h . . . 500. 
5 . Prof. Home Ee onomic s . . . . . . . . 1 , 000 • 
6 . Teacher in county . . . . . . 840. 960. 

(additions to salary) 
7 . Supervision in county . . . . . . . 2, 400. 2 , aoo • 
8 . Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500. 600. 

$11, 440. $ 10, 660. 
11, 440. 

Per year •••..••. $22,100. 

Say $25, 000. for each of three years. 

November 7 , 1935 
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Dear Dr., Coss: We have nc.turall:1 b~cn g1.vrni a zovc dc"l o:f 
thought :::ince the lie"' Orleans i:ia~tin6a t..o next 

ste?s ln :)Ur r ur t:.l cchool progr s.:n . This is ~ .. l,out the ,;ey it ,_ppar1rs 
to uo e.t the moment. 

COO:i)eration ... iti. th'3 !li)n:Jrl school lrr v-?OI"iiG. 

sser.1s !)<?r.fectly cle&r. ""o h""\:·e the ri..._bt- s-c,ool t.? -or;; '!ti th i.."1. 

Pi tt.1:11:n ' ':' i~::;U tution ~t S~teeboro; th-1 st.•.te officia ls, notz..bly 
Dixon, c.ra in full C.cC':lrd an"' r e: U.7 to go 'lh~.'.iu.; .i,e .;:not. pretty ie­
fin-: tely "that <'le \Tsnt to do. t ·~ ~Ve .10t yot ic i:;ir.d u ~i::ih,rly 
eetisfl.lctory Ne1;ro nor~l sc::iool, t:"'1.t .·e ,., en t t ") start :i:-. th~ whi t.e 
side first filly"·fl.y and ou.r ;rogr ure iti si:::plifled. by begi..:m tng ·.-:,rk 
at a sing] e in~ti t;..: tl.m . 

The use of our r res~1 t rurt· l schools for de.:r.on­
stration pur po~es 1"e c 0 n work out rc.:.dily a n t1-ce goee '.:W. My opi..n-
ioo is thut at t be mor::ent these schools a r ,~ st1 : 1 ch. "}fly e,::,erioentd. 
But they a.re 1:.lre!lJy beginning to exert so!~c i::-fluence in tceir coun­
ties and as they becorie rtX>re fir~ly i:mtrenched ·•e sh• U proceed to 
use them r.iore &";.d .!!'•')re as ex,,im;,les . 

The procedure in tm!t~ri .... lD of ~nst.ructio:i is not 
ao clear. I f en effec tive ;, ' oce ol' :ntichinery is $ ci t up at t>to Unlver­
oi ty of Chicago, th~ t \'/Ould he 1: cnor-o..; s:~- . But even ii' there i s , 
good or g::..nizatioo there ive ·:>f' tho Rural Councn :;; t,i.11 h~vo c, special 
tD.sk in nJapting rneteri~l s to tho rur~l :chools a.,d p~rtic~l~rly in 
dev eloping ~ater~~l s and procedure_ in the fields of f aro'nJ, health, 
n:d. th~ h·.mdcr~fts . 

All of' this le,~-is 1e to ... hi:; conclusion thr,t we 
ohall probubly have to or 6n.'lizo in our o-m offico s;;i:.,e sir. .• ple but 
effective me.chi.nary - or personnel - for o-:.ir o,.n special needs in 
mstorit:.ls of instruction . ::>ur ne~ ~an, Sanchez, can pu$h tho norm~l 
school developbnts. itr. and I!rs . Simon are very effectively devel-

1:!PPing tbe individual schools an_-i direc t.i.ng t ho projec t ,ts a ·hole. 
l ·19'3~ r :ae had an equally good perco.nnel devotin.& :. tself spccii'i~.lly to 

J~\\ i t ex:t mut or hls, we should be fairly ef!\:ctiv ::?l:, org1I1:. ·~oct for the 
t otal taek before us. /J 

J,.~ 'I, 

lllf 
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\H th this in mind, we h:wc recently bee:;. talKing 
to J..llan Hulsizer. J.s you know, he h.:s had n lot of. first het11d ex­
perience in rural schools of the most rudlmentary character, inclu~­
ing schools in the South. He has rdcontly been ..xevelopin5 ::)atorials 
for the Indie.n schools 01' the Sou th.'lest fill~ «h&t , e have seen of 
these i;,ater ials ler,.ds us t:> believe th1:t he is probably j u ::;t th~ r:ib!l 

we seek. We hsve mude an arraneemont whereby Coa:missloncr Collier is 
letting him work with us for u month sim1,,ly so th.'lt w.:. c~n get t1C­

quatnted. He is spena..ng the next t.,.o ..,.e~ks in the South !"l!l<l the 
first fortnig:it of Feb:r-.J.ar7 with ;1s here in Chicago. 

The purpose of t.l'1is letter is to lay the whole Illi:tt­
ter before you and to ask if you ~pprove the plt:m.s in general or if 
you ht-ivc other e..~d better suggestions . I think you may know of Ht11-
sizer1 s wor k and I should be glad if you would let us have fran}.ly 
and confidentially your opinion :,f him r'or the work we have in mind. 

ERE:GS 

Dr . J ohn J. Coss 
Columbia University 
New York, New York 

Very truly yours, 
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J an . 25, 1936 

Dear Embree: 

I don ' t think that I can do bett~r t han say over what I wrote. I think 

t hat the Foundation better not go into writing the trial text books , or 

materials even less tentative. You can ' t carry on f ar enough, won ' t be 

building a structure t o continue functioning, and in my opinion will be wast­

ing your money. All reasons why Sanchez should work through all the lit er­

a ture in the Chicago library on the ways and means of teaching r eading, and 

look over all the texts; I mean look over well , going to all the American 

publishi ng houses for the pur pose - actually going there , and being assi gned 

space and reaJ ing their books and t ulking to thei r editors. Fred ~cc . could 

do it, but he ' s going away . I could do it, but I don ' t see ho'11 I could 

possibly. Can I t you locate the man you w mt for the whi te normal school !md 

have him do it over summer? Best way to get him ready to pUpervi se the 

making of materials . And let that fellow be good, and Dixon and .Alexander 

check on him - Judd, too , for he ' ll have to .vork v,ith Judd, etc . 

For 1957 Summer Session if the new professor of the Normal is good enough, 

he could hold a two- day conference i n the Ed . Summer Sessions at Virginia, 

Pennsylvania, Penn State, Cornell, Columbia, Harvar d, Michigan, Chicago, Wis­

consin , Minnesota , Iowa , Iowa State; and t ell the f olks what is going on, and 

pick up knowledge of work and personnel . 

The point I want to make is: Find out all tha t i s going on and has been 

done . Stimulate work, be an authority on it, but don ' t do it ! 

Y.:mrs, 

1/Johu J . 
I 

.JJh ,.,. 

Coss 



C!tolumbia Qtlniutrsitp 
in tl}r <!titp of ]httt }2odt 

SU MMER S ESSION 

O FF ICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

Dr . Ed,lin :i.• E•rbree, President 
1{osen,.ala l"und 

4901 illis avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear E·, bree 

N R S 
SIMON STIJlJY 

I 

February 20, 1936 

I am delie;hted to receive your letter of the seventeenth. 

"' As you know, my belief is that we should capitalize our South 

Georgia Teachers College connection in the rr.atter of informing our­

selves about texts. 

You will be glad to know tha~ the Dillara prospects are 

brighter ana brighter . This incl,1des two new members of the Board 

fro::n church boards and also the election of a man who would be a 

reul u.cquisition if he accepts . It is my belief that he will. 

Have you made any progress in locating a .:tan or 1nen for 

the \lhite norrr.al school in Georgia? Dixon writes from Georgia 

tha~ he is back on the job and thinking about :nany probleI!ls. I 

like him i~nensely ana think that he will ~ore and ~ore be the 

realistic key figure in this work . 

.!ith best regards to all of you, I am 

I 
John J . Coss 
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This trip v1as .!a.de ,,ith John Curtis Dixon, Supervisor for 

l'e[ro Ec.ucation i11 Gaor 0 in., salaried ty the G.E . ....nc.. accepted as part 

of the State Department of Education. He is a uood philoso:,her, 
0
uide, 

• nd friend . 

From 1~tlanta to ac on is peach country - roll in<,, not very 

good lane. . Belo.1 l ac 011 is a 1 ong stretch of f :;.1,e farm lE...11:::. 1here c or n1 

p~anuts, une,. tobacco e.re r,ro m as well ao cotton. there follo· s to 

th~ south a belt of tu:-.,entine pine. 1'hese trees replece the .... selves in 

f'ifteei· years a11c. u.re f:.Ood for sup, lu::::-er, enc. uood pulp . Ur~der tr.em, 

since they br:.i.nch hi0 h, is 6 ood pasture 
0
racu ana fine cattle c vuli... be 

Lro m cheaply if uinter fodder were availc.blc . The cattle are 110·.1 most­

ly poor ~rade and lose in the 1inter the flech they !)~t on in sw!n?ler . 

On the coast from .t:Sruns\1ick to Javt.nna.h i_, lm: lano. so full 

of live o'l.ks anci gum trees that it is a great park. Its n::1in highuay is 

I think the o::;t beautiful stretch of roa.d I have ever seer . Thi- is 

old rice country. It fa no-;; poor, rice culture about done , and notr.ing 

save a limited dairy business seem::; prosperous . 

t:accn , Valdosta, 1 y Croes, a.no Brunswick are goodish sized 

to ns and in business sectinn and residence make e. gocd i. '.}ression. 

In !'aeon and the iarshe::; be~rona Bruns rick L&nier lived o.nd 

Savannah 1:7"...iS once u ...,reat city . Its _)e.rl~ systo;n is still beau­

tiful. Its chief resicent ial street is hr kfJirtr 
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~ith green parks and fine hou3es and churches round uboJt. At six O' clock 

the fine central c i ty park was full of n i ce looking young 1 eople playing 

cames . I t reminded me of a European pu.rk . Savo.1mah has soilie fine early 

nineteenth c entur1 buildings , semi- classical and classical , anci sorne fine 

old residences . But the total L1press i on is one of decline , 

3t . Lary• s on the coast, near the .Florida line , is probably one 

of' the first settler1ents of the United States . In the v;oods near it is 

the ruin of a Spanish l onastery . The .. ,-al ls stand ten feet . They are of 

"tabby" shells nixed vtith sand and lime or ce:nent . This may date f rom 

nr:::,una 1600. It ,..,as doubtless reached from the shore . The to·.m has fir~e 

trees, one old mansion of about 1820, and near the shore a c·~rmon of the 

Tar of 1812 . Its :r.a.in industry is shrimp fishing , done by ... ortuguese 

·.-1ith nets f'ro"" small boats . 

I visited a turpentine still , an oil press , and a peanut shell-

Turpei1tine is pine sap -- a tull high limbed pine . The bark at 

the base is cut a,iay for a square of eight inches . 1!.t tr.a bottom of the 

cut a tin trough is fastened to catch the sap , the ma.i n flo·, of v1hic h is 

in the spring. 'i'ho cut flo,;s for a year . Thereafter four more c11t.s are 

made . 'l'he tree is then all o,1ed to rest and heal and is barked again 

a.fte:.- five years on another side , and then another , anu is finally cut 

for lumber or wood pulp . .!.'he trees replace themselves in fifteen years , 

making ct gro·.vth unprecedented by any other pino . 'l'l'!is tree grows best in 

southern coastal areas . The sap is Negro fo.1or , 

I 
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housed in company shacks . It is taken in barrels to the atill. This is 

a copper bottle .:ith a lid that is bolted in place . A fire is built in 

e. furnace belo,7 the vat . The tu1·pentinc is vo.porized, passes into a coil 

of copper -- the wor'.a -- ,:hich is celled by ,-:·doter, ana comes out ,.-;hite 

,,-ater like turpentii:t, . 1'he rest of the sap is led off at the poLlr into 

.-,ire ir.cshec:. strainin0 trays, covered with cotto11 buttinf, ■ '£he fluic. iz 

strained throuth ana is rosin. lhile 1>till fl .,iu it .:.a ladeled by a bie 

stro11g Ne!3ro into barrels ,,here it r.arde1s. .L'he chips remaining in the 

strainer are burned or used as fire starters . The cotton tutting is 

treated to recover more rosin. 

The oil pressing mill takes c-ott on seed, re- gins it to get off 

the remaining cotton , tt..kes off part of the shell for food , and tr.en 

crushes the seed . 'i.'he crushed nass is heated or boiled , placed as a 

spread between two layers of felt, and placed in trays of an upri...,ht hy­

draulic press . ,hen hydraulic pressure is applied the oil pours out . 

D1·c:.-;ing out the pressed felts is hot hard work . 1'he Negro doi:~g it had 

on old cut- off pants and a protecting burlap a.pron . I think he was the 

best muscled rr.an in ar.:::1s , legs, chest , anci back I ever saw, and he VJorked 

like lightning . Peanuts are treated in the sarne fashion, grounu shells 

and nuts , '!'he re::w.inder after :,ressing is grouna for cotton feed as is 

the cotton seed refuse . 

Peanuts nhen harvested are stacked, plr:.11t and nuts, about a 

stal:e , nuts in. 'l'hey dry . l'hey are thrashed -- a dirty job . 'l'he nuts 

are taken to the sheller . In Georgia the 



- 4 -

peanuts . The shelling is done by a core revolving inside a drum, placed 

3/~ of to.n inch from the inside of the drum. The peunuts IJ".ash one 

another ' s shells , but leave the nuts ·:,hole . l'he crt:.cked !!".ass 11011 goes 

over side- ;·:ise- shaking steel belts, filled • .. ith various sized holes . i3y 

gravity , stones go out and shells are left behind; u.nd the nuts flow 

out on an endless belt , to be ha.no- freed of bad nuts by t!egro ,,omen v,ho 

sit beside the belt for ten hours for a dollar, and 1:,lad to get it; old 

and young alike i:nrtic ipa.ting. 

John J . Coss 
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June 15- 19, 1936 uith John ._; rtis Dixon 

c.,-t -('~i<':Q 
Gn Jundny , June 14, Kc1:-r1ll i'eisir.,er 1-:ept Jixor., Rocl:efeller 

State Supervisor of Ner::roEaucat:_.,J. il' Geor[:,io., ~nd ne co-.uny . The rest 

OJ.' •he trip Dixon ano I r.iade :...lone in h r or.~ "n a'-'ree e1 t . 

Th1,; p trpo e of the tr .:.p U'ls tv ', c ~ <J.se Ill;,' bi.o,led0 e of Fec,ro 

Eclucnt::.01~ o.n the character of th., coul'!trr , I sa tleuro clen:entary 

schools, hi6 h school.,, :...nd colle~es, and di.ite elc cnta.ry schools, hi,)~ 

sc .. col , end colleges . sc;.ools rer·e .10'"!: i~1 session, s ve in college sw -

ll!er sessions. I sa, b..til"' "n6 s, grounds, a.no a rninistrati·1c . er~onncl. I 

met both bites anv l et:;roes interested ir~ ed.,1c tion a11 ... re r,onsible for 

its od..,. in~strution. 

I was o.uain str wk by the ro.inu- ~bout fashion in -:h:ch by vari­

ous 1.,bterfuues ! et,ro Ec..icaticn h s oeen improved, Booker T, us .. in
0
ton 

uiCi not be0 in :... ... s..tch, b.tt !.ls County Trc..inin0 Schoo] s (.mrtl:' under 

31:.i.ter F.111 ... in:.'l..{Ence) 1hich ,ere esto.tli:hed to prcvic.e te cl.ors of im­

prc,·,ed -crainin'-' to care for the elementary schools. P rtly for scci~l 

re,asons, but increa..;ingly or pri;.ctical uia to Ne_,roes, the upper ele!'!en­

t2r) urades anct hi h schools have so- called in ustri 1 courses, end 

sho:rn, • nd ho.mo economic.,, anc. home (..k.:.n.,, 10rk. In these couL·ses the 

boys u.nd t.,irl s receive instr iction and s c e perie:1ce in cari110 for ado. 

jobs c!' builc.ing nc repair, c.nc. .i.1. coo:~.i.n..,, t!ress kin~, and care cf 

chiloren. ,hat ~Y hr ve becw1 us the trc..ininu o.:' Ne roe .. ~·or tre c...oinb 

o+' ta ks for others, c01~tinucu with o ... ific ~n s 
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Nel,rces ' o,.r. life. am. the earl~' vocational e?tJhn:::is has been su:;:rleruented, 

sc...,cti-es replaced, t~, what people crll ac'\dc_,,ic \'/Ork , co.1ied from ,:hite 

scr:(:>olr: in larce '.'.)art, ill adapted to the ~ ife of any one, but at any rate 

c:::.rr ied 011 ,rithout regard to c clor. ~ ·10 tender,cies !?eed to ce strengthened, 

(1) itc pructic~lizin: an~ oirect Rpplicnbility of the vocational as~ects 

of instr...iction to the actuul life &nd \,ork of the students ~md {2) the 

ref::;rrnaticr. of the acuder::ic c..spect3 of schools o~· all z:r:::.de::; in order to 

g ive releve.nce ::i.nc: applici..:.bility to the content , anc ir. order to take the 

best fro ... :111 fields of literuture, art , scicr:ce , l • .i.;tory, a?,c... L:OVernrnent , 

cconooics, and phioosophy, and tre!:..t this core ii: simple ter::;is ar.c. to the 

ena that students stall have so:ne per:::pective a:,.out their 01m effcrts in 

these v~rio,_ d~ ections . 

Back of the poor state of t!egro schoole in touns or in county 

is the um1illingness of school rrnthorities , sharint, of course the attitudes 

of their communi~ies, to provi de for Ne3rocs on the s:.tme see.le of expendi-

ture us i'or the ,;hites . •r:1is d i scri. ins.tion appears in type of buildings , 

in teachers ' s::..lo.1·ies, cmd in len3th of terms. But in many counties , which 

ar·e tr.e m1its cf c.dministrc.ti,m in 2ost southern states ( except in.., tte 

le.reer tom1S), there have been ch<1nge.1 in attitudcz, ui:mally beci:.use of the 

fine cr.aracter _;_ ~ .2£. ~ fe,1 Nei:;ro leader i•1 that plo.ce . , hen fine 

white folks see Ucgro folk that are fine too, so ethin~ happens . Tte Ne­

£.,roen \7ho reach this point of recotnitiou are :..li-:'!.ost miracle<, .. .'o:- they hcve 

con:e throu6h the state of the :::.es.1iseu or tcleratcd , been subject i o coi -

descension, an(. still have kept theil' ste:1C.:.. 
li-ne•• ;J:,r·'out 

! tijf 
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'I'hey have understood ,,hy conditions v,ere nh1d th6y Here . And the:{ have done 

this ;:hen those sa.T.e c onlitions oppressed tr.em s.nd their children. ihen 

·.vhite men see that these l~ee;ro men ure pen,onalities , are so. 6bod1, ure 

able to walk i1U 1bly but never uith d6crea;:;e of self- resi}ect , then so_,ething 

happens . School;:; for :-Iegroes, us house3 .for Kef_,roes anu ..:hoes a.nu clothes , 

be~a~ often by bein: the cast- offs of the ~hites . Theola grade school or 

high school or the old eq~lir,, ent were 11,_;ooc.t enou6h . '' Tl~is is often, riroo-

ably &enerallt , true in the dee) 3outh today . uAt tnere are exceptions . 

Fo1· insto..1ce at A.'Jeric .. ;:; , u-eorgic. , E.E. Stallvorth, a1·ounu i'o:-ty- five, b i g, 

kindly, vine, simple i:e~ro Count!' Ager,t fo1· ugricultu14 e , came to be known 

as L: 1:,cod citizen, l-it.: Lac, friends .:.11 the ,,hhe uroup . 'ro them he talked 

o.bout his dre:r,1 of a :!egro Hit): School. Eo f0und Dixon the State Agent, 

employed by the G.E . B., friendly a11c.. helpful n.11d appreciative. 1'he t, o 

worked together . '£he County j~•.pcr i1.te1ident ·,ms s ,ir,;ject to ti1e local pres-

sure of the ,hite friends end lJixon pusheC: hi .lith the offer of ,ockefel-

lc:i' llcl:,:; . St::i.11 ,ol'th 1·:1.cie no enemies . In rec.l c.an§;er of losin6 his job 

because the o.11ti- 1-:egro ,1hite., miLht :.ave x·esented hia effm·ts to get nis 

::;icople v. g,ood school, he ke:;,t on \1orkint, , chiefly throu!!;h his .:r;ite .f:ricnds . 

At last tr:e miracle happened, e.nd county raoney •.-r:.1.<.i S:_)Cll't f 0r a new t,wl ve­

roo::1 high school. The pluns ,:,ere the .. osen,n:ld .l!'uno standard plc.ns, ex-

tru.s in shop a.11tl household arts . E';.uipment vere Slater a.na P.oc~efeller 

grents , subject to lJix . .m ' s a.,pro·rn.l . .'l.nd this approv· l \,c v,oula not 6 i ve 

until he o::i.d the type of l>dlcting he u.ntl :.,tall worth wanted . rt is a low 

rec..- brick buildi116 i n a fi11e clump of pines. 

) J J I 
___j 
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pi11e, t:.e Lea.ting is not the 11.:,tove in euch roorr.U proposed by the S..t.,er­

intendent, tut a centra.l boiler ~nu ston.r.,. '.i'hc blackooc.r'ls al'e ..,ood, 

the floo1·s are 2;oot', an- there :.s a r.,ood auditorium\ ith sound absorbing 

roof. :·one,y is heln buck C!' Di~on to t,et the tool::; for t;1e vocat ionc.l 

,,ork i1 tho boys ' shop; fUd the State S ... perv.i.::.i0r d' Hnrre Economics has 

specified the eq..1iprr..:r."t fer tn~ irls ' shop. .&11 L ."irst class, all fa 

new, a.no all i::: for lle0ro boys nn'~ 0 irls i.r.. r..• erlcus, Geor
0
ia. /.na 

Dl:;,,,n says that Y1itholtt .:itullwc,rth it cou:c.tt1' t hu.ve ha.Jr,ened . 

Tr.i$ co.St:: ai!o 'thers like it m:::kc one oolicve thv.t ruce re 

t.i.ons can c· 0.11_.,e. ThE:.y , lso convince one tr.at l>r • .t1.lcx1:cnder and Dr . D.i.1-

lr rd nre rich~ 1hcn theJ say that genorc 1 ctisc a::sion of n:.ce r ..!. t.;.ont. 

is u:::eles::, becu..:. ... e tLe onl; roal ~hunge comes vihel! ;.;rhite ~,en ~ in 

their pail_y lives ?~oe ... 7ho a.·e rout o~rstn-lities . --- ~------
!11 Br.ins•,-,ick, Geor<->ic., c. r . .e..11 by the nar.e of .::.m:u . ..'.lk0r i::; :-.;uper-

intendent .- Ht:1 :.ns had e. cent.·alizcd \thite eoucaticnal pl .nt -- a really 

i'i~1e high sc .. ool ,,hich ce,ntinues an ola "Acac.ei.1'/11 ~n-- ne\; ouiluings 

i'.i.nunced by bondin[, the City . Out of tho situation 11~.s co ... e a ~!egro hit,h 

sci':ool. It too is [ oocl. . In architecture it loa.ves little to be desired 

an<.! the e:iuipment is to be all 1:.e,; and of the best . .hut press..ireo brought 

this a.bout I dicl not find out . I doubt if the Superintei:..dent led . The 

olci and badly ovcrcro,;ded Hegre grnde ancl high school was perhar;s the 

cuuae. 

An instance of another ki11d is to be founci il! For y., . • There a 

a Baptist dchool fer 1iliite girls -- a 
r -

four- yerr college ~allctl , l 

/JP 
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continues to live :..eca~se it has a r;enius oi' a Presi dent who makes every 

doller do the vork of tuo . In the sure tom is o. twc- year college - - a 

State Normal School -- .:'or Negroes, heac.ed by \1 •P • Hubbarc. , _,lo;, , soft­

spoken, plodain0 but patient a11d huml::le and beloved by r any of the 

,rhite tmm folks . He ana the President of the ,nite collcve for eirls 

a.re eood friends . The Bapti st Negro boys at the Nor.!r.a.l go over to do 

extra jobs at the lhite Bc.ptist colle3e . n.nCl when ti-'.e white college 

gets neil equip:r.ent it sells its old for very little to the Preside11t of 

the State Norm~l School. The Nor!'!al i.>Choo.: is not very f;,OOci in plant 

nor in educ0 tion. Eut it has livea and that is ,rne chiefly to the 

friendship helC: for ol d. Hubbaru by some o.Z the \Lite fol ks in Forsyth 

und by the &tpt.'..st white college, a l!lilc o.,my fro:n the Norrr.u.l. 

0110 of the ,mys in which rural Negro Schools has helpeo. therr.­

sel ves and tr.eir communi t i es is a ne•·, instance of the i1,d,1st rio.l en;.­

p1msis . 'l'he students have been taught to can vegetables , rr 1it and meat , 

and a pressure stear.:er has been boach·~ , often by tr.e c ountr . The mothers 

wanted to coMe , and aid come . A larger space 1as needed . 'l.'his i'orced 

the issue, and by a variety of ways a house called a Trades B...tiluing was 

built on the school lot . 'Jsu lly it houses the boys ' ork, the girls ' 

work , and the co.nni1,0 equip Ont, . .'he boys ' shops are used by tho fathers 

for rrJ:i.chir"e repuir , at least they are r:hcn the teacher has initiation und 

many fro:i Tuskegee ano otr.er ~echu.nicul schools do have . 

'I'he builai ngs for Uegro education, "the ~.osenwala /una , county 

r 
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IilOney :::ma finance have increased in number the teachers ano what .i.s 
) 

tu..1ght has improved in quality . But many bu.ac.ings, most i11 fact , r...nu !:lost 

te11chers are inadequate . 'l'he teachers ano the builcil~gs got the least 

money that any one wo..llu take . 1'hirty dollars a month for six months is 

average . These teachers often r.ave had only a high school truini..6 • The 

beet of' them are enco .. ra6ed and helped by the agents of the Founcmtions to 

go further in their study. State and county regulc."ions force them to go 

to sum:,1er schoolJ . Jut so :!.'ur as their tr:.:.ining goer;, it too io poor . 

The fine hurlan beings learn und teach anti lead, i,: spite of anythin6, but 

these rise out of the one- room or t\:o- roo. scl100L, to better ones \!ith bet-

ter pay that io wost of them do . 

Jhen poor quality of humun nuture, poor traininb, poor ~ay, get 

joined to local pclhical pressure for the appointme11t of loc~l prod..1cts 

there is ,1ot r:1uch left to hope for . 3.it each tin1c a school house is i -

proved, or a community \;t:,.ked up to TThat good tec.ching cr,11 oo, c. change is 

visible . '.'ea.che1·s are askeo for froo oL.ttside the area, anci the state De­

partment of .E;ciucation (Dixon in ~eorr:;ia) has 11017 aevelopeci teacher pls.ce­

mcnt. us one of' its import!lnt functions -- and done so at the re½uest of 

county sur,erintendenvs ■ live yen.rs in Georgia have x;-ade a c..iffere11ce , 

chiefly I think bece.use the state agent could. \'Tork ·.-:ith local Negroes and 

\"lhites who m:mteci improve::ient and ueci.:.use he haci extra funds to use as 

pressure to I:"aintain standards . 

An instance of the developrt.ent of a Negro college unaer pri vate 

auspices is l<'ort Valley Industrial a.no. ?l.echanicul 
I 
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E. h . runt is responsible for its developmont anct the ...,piscopalian Church 

for its foundin 0 ana for much oi' its support . Its P1·esident likes 0 00d 

GUality . He v,ants things i11 oraer. tte seems to be a. good. juc.ge of per­

sonnel. He is lL ited in funas and even threatened by their scarcity . 

From a well- run furm much of his food is supplied und opport.mity 0 iven 

for agricultural tr~dning. A new 1ork building for coys ana r,irls is 

just finished . The vocational ":ork of a handicraft chacacter is extro.­

m·dinarily v,ell done . I jud6 e however that it r.as small reference to 

the practicul concerns o .. : far!!l life . '£he Carnegie Library builaing is 

gooa. The book supply pitiful . The G ■E ■B • will thin year help in its 

improvement . The great assets of Dr . Hunt are his solid. good judgment 

and his honesty . Len believe him and have done so for many ye&.rs. at 

the moment he is hurtii~., his institution by seL·vil,§. part- time on the 

Federal Farm Credit .8oar<i. His school could do 111uch r1:ore than it is 

doing, both in increasing the relevunce of its academic •.,ork to actual 

living !:lna in adapting its vocational vork to a more realistic approo.ch . 

Statesboro is a white four- year dtate coec..ucationul College . 

Really it is a normal school. It has an eleven- gra<le pract.ice school 
a.. 

and adds next year,._fivc- teucher rural .;chool for a practice scnool unoer 

expert uirection. vr . Pitman the President is v,ell- inforr:ied on school 

rratters . He is limited in salary range but l:as so:ne , ood staff :1iembers of 

his mm uppointing . I should s:1.y that he had his school well- in- hanci and 

that he is flexible enough to carry on experimental v1ork. rie vill not 



- 8-

undervalue ois accomplishr .. ents anu he will talk more than oost people re­

quire to understano him. 

:>tate t,;ollege at Savannah is a Negro four- year State College , 

chiefly a normal school. Its President I did not !:'!eet , for although he 

was notified two days in advance by wire he hact i:;one into the City und 

had. loft his lieutenunt to see us, ana the lieutenant had classes to 

teach . The place does not seem well-in- hand . Its physicul generul plan 

seems badly worked out, things are not picked up anc. soI!le of the staff 

seem rarassed . One vocational man I met seemed a genuine liability . The 

equipment for practice school VJas too li, itect ( 4 rooms) and the Home t.c o­

nomic s set- up only fair . Vocational training has u new buildin6 in which 

the stude11ts \'fill get less for themselvec; than they should because they 

will be occupied i n aruwing plans and putting up buildings for the Col­

lege. Far· ,inr, seems to get less er.:phasis than i t should . Under its pres­

ent me..nagement I should put neither responsibility ~ - money at ~tate Col­

lege. 

Albany has the fourth state College . Its re6.11ageme11t a.t the 

moment . .,akes it impossible to deal .dth. Its buildings a1'e fairly a.de-

quate; its locati on is bad near a sluo area at the edge of the town. 

t'orsyth , State College, a.nu iort Valley are uell located . .fort Valley 

clearly leads . It is self- sufficient , in good farnin5 land , :...nd has in­

tegration of plant and farm. I shoulo consider it ~ .f!!:. the nost useful 

.Negro Gollege in v;hich to Hork. 

I 
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I iir.agine that the Negro hieh schools at Americus , Jay Gross, 
. 

and Brunswick v;oulo repb.y care!'ul su:_:,ervision. 

Of the rural schools I saw two which impressed n,e . ,1.t Simon 

Hill, uixie Post Cffice, there is a gooa school buildin~, trade building, 

and teachers residence . '.!.'he school i s locateCl in a community of land 

O'!Tnint, ana pretty prosperous Hegro farmers on '.,ood land. .r.fter tr.e .iar 

a community of Negroes put up an "arbor" -- a branch covered shelter --

on Persirr on Hill ( ' Simon Hill ' ) for a camp meeting . Three white men 

b.oue;ht up :;;. large area of lana , one for turpentine , one for trees, one 

for lane. . J.here ·,ere a fev, Negro leaaers who bought t .e land after it 

was cleared . t1.t that ti.:ie no white far:r,ers v,ould buy it . Two churches 

divide the community , and als o the school population. 'l'he right ran coulo. 

probably bring the children to the one good school. There is Negro sup­

port here for an aggressive school . 

The second school was at 11The Cross Roads" not far from !.:id\';a.y, 

south oi' o;:.vannah. Here in the midst of o. larg e Cominon with magnificent 

live oaks is a. g ood school and trade buildin[; • 'l'he Neg ro co: ... nunity is 

much less well- to- do, the land poorer, but there is u g ood :_:;rinci-pa l a nd 

prii1cipal ' s wife who wus directing a . • p . A. ca.1ming group. :i.'he school 

house has just been painted anu the insic.e looked ) ickeo. .. p . The corr.-

rnurii:.1 is old . 

Again not i's.r fro!!'. Midway is u Congregationa l Hi [;h ...>C hool 

Dorchester . It is in process of rebuilc in
0 

and seems u g ood place . I 

should ado it to t he hi6 h schools to receive! special at6ntim1. 
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A special p1·oblem is pre3ented in this pa.rt of Georgit by the 

semi- mie;ratory t ... r::,er:.tine workers ' shack colonie:. fl five-year exis-

tence is often the life of b. colony in one place , for the sa!':le trees can 

be bled only for that number of years . ~ovuble school::; seer.a ind icated. 

The owners of the leu.ses , till ,,ot help ano. the ·,10rkers are of pretty low 

and ro..tgh class. Ghilaren fro:n these c: .• mps mi8ht possibly be ta.ken to a 

fe·.1 consolida.tetl schools in this area, but ::iuperintendents are not =.uch 

interested in these migr~tory groups . 

There are enough exumples of good schools, communities, and 

superintendents to make the future seem far from hopeless . 

I sa,., the \7hite four-year college for girls at J ... ac on called 

,/esleyan. It was f·ounded in 1836 ano it has a beautif..11 new plant ana a 

good president , 

'i'he white tirls college (3tate) at Valdosta macte a poor im-

pres:Jion. 

Hercer University for white r.en at Macon, Baptist, old and 

with tral.:itions made a real i ~pression. l should try a.nu interest this 

place in State anc. Communi"ty problems . 

Bessie Tift College (Baptist) for ·.vaite women at iorsyt!. is a 

poor school. 

The white high schools at 1ay Cross and Bruns.lick I should give 

special attention for race relations work . 

The work of the Jtate Supervisor of :tJegro !::ctucation is a. never-

enaing job of getting voluntary cooperation Distr'ir SuP,er-i-nterdents . 

/jP 

~~@ 
__!-' l _J 



- 11-

Di.xon does it well , very well , anei it requires a. co!"!l!)elling conviction 

tho.t the job is worth while ::mo. can be oon& . ,.. dozen men like him t1ould - --- -- -- -- ---
be ~ ~ :£..2 Southern Eaucation than anything else I ~ think of . 

But they .... ust have con"inuous support from Found~tions and receive from 

them grunts -;;ith which to rr.nke the a esirability of cooperation obvio:.is to 

Uounty ::;uperintenaents . lli money exoenaed E_l the F'oundations through 

J:!UCh ~ is v1ell and profitably spent . 

John J . Coss 
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SUMMER SESSION 

O F FIC E OF T HE DIREC T OR 

Januar y 15 , 1937 

Dear Dr. Embree 

In the pages whicr are en­

closed I have tried to gi ve as brief 

a pictur e as possible of what went on 

at the Rural Council meeting which met 

on the first of January . It was a 

ver y interesting and it was a very en­

couraging meeting. 

JJC .MF 
Enclosure 

Sincerely your s 

) 



MEMORANDUM OF THE JANUARY MEETING 
OF THE 

ROSENVfALD COUNCIL ON RURAL EDUCATION 

To the Trustees of the Rosenwald Fund : 

January, 1937 

Dr. Alexander suggested that, as one member of the board, I 

write my impressions of this January Meeting of the Rural Council and 

send the report to each of the Trustees of the Fund. Mr. Embree, 

V.rs . Simon, and ?.!r , Dixon all thought this would be a good idea. 

Part I 

The Compendi~~:thern Rural Life 
With Reference to the Problems of the Common School 

This Compendium is a series of volumes prepared by Buford H. 

Junker, who has been trained by Professor Lloyd Warner, and Lewis Jones , 

who has been trained by Professor Charles s. Johnson. The two teachers , 

serving as a subcommittee of the Council , organized and directed the 

compilation. The work was done at Fisk where there were available 

Hollerith machines and clerical assistants. 

Plans for this work began about a year and a half ago and about 

nine months of intensive gathering of records and statistical computations 

have been necessary. The work was financed by the Rosenwald Fund. Fisk 

furnished some WPA and Youth Administration workers and gave room and 

machines. 

The plan of the work is to study Southeastern states, which are 

counted as: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, 

Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Caroli~, Tennessee , Virginia 

' . ✓ 



and the Eastern portion of Texas . These states have been studied by 

Vance , of North Carolina, who attempted to put man in a geographical 

setting in his book called The Human Geography of the South, and by 

Howard Odum, of North Carolina, who, with a GEB grant, has classified 

and divided the states not by lines but by economic areas , 

is called Southern Regions. 

Odwn's book 

This study is in the spirit of these two books which are among 

the most significant sociological contributions made in America. 

The authors determined that counties were the best units to 

analyze. Through counties in the South more services are administered 

than through any other unit . The authors said, if we can take each county 

of these states - and all together there are 1104 - anq find among the 

economic and social characteristics features which we can compare through 

measurements, we shall then be able to make classifications. 

Even before the work was begun it was clear that there were 

counties prevailingly agricultural and prevailingly urban. It was also 

clear that there were counties of cotton, of tobacco, of diversified crops, 

of extractive industries, and a few of citrous fruit. What the authors 

did wns to get for these counties enough comparable measures - they ran 

to 80 items punched on cards - to say with precision which counties were 

which and to associate in county description the prevailing agricultural 

crop, diversification of crop, extent of urbanization and industrializa­

tion. 

When all of this work was done - and it was very critically and 

accurately done - one could make a list or place on a map in a single 

color the full range of counties which are alike . The cotton counties, 

with variations , of course , because of nearness to cities and admixture 

2 



of other crops and industries, spread out across state lines, as do the 

other types of counties. 
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Now the game begins to be played. The authors assert that in 

counties possessing certain common characteristics one will find other 

characteristics resting upon or associated ,vith the first group. For 

example , counties may be looked at in terms of the relative numbers of 

Negroes living in them, They have found that the larger the number of 

Negroes, the less per capita is spent for schools for Negroes as compared 

with the white expenditure . Now this seems a very simple thing and prob­

ably an expected thing, but when you consider that you have the whole 

spread of the counties of the Southeast, that you can take them state 

by state or by economic types, compare and contrast them and find your­

self supported by actually comparable figures, you have a factual basic 

starting point, a kind of frame on which all other accumulated data may 

be hung . It is a kind of social chart like a map which you study when 

you go into a town. 

In the first volume, the counties are analyzed . This is called 

a "County Atlas." It is followed by four other volumes - "Cotton Counties," 

"Tobacco Counties, 11 "Grain Forage Counties , 11 "Vegetable, Fruit and Other 

Crop Types. 11 In these four volumes , wherever fairly reliable county 

analyses could be secured from the literature available - including 

essays and dissertations for degrees - descriptions were taken of the 

major sub- types within the big classification. The books are like guide 

books , telling you what you will see here and here and here, and the first 

book is like the map. The quality of the material in these county- type 

books varies a good deal . They are useful source material , with a wealth 

of descriptive detail . J In my opinion, they are nothing like so important 
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as the "County Atla.s . 11 

There now follow two books of statistics which show quite 

thoroughly the definitions of the various items punched and the technique 

of building up the tabulations . In addition a few generalizations are 

made . Last in this series of books come two special studies, one made by 

Lewis Jones on the Menifee Community in Arkansas and one made by Buford H. 

Junker on Houston County, Georgia . These clean up field studies. The 

Compendium represents in its seven volumes a total of 1413 mimeographed 

pages. 

The figures of the Compendium have not been checked. The per­

mission to reprint copyright material has not been secured and very con­

fidential material has been. used . For the time being no copies of this 

Compendium are being released by the Fund. You can look at them here if 

you want to. It is my own personal opinion that the "County Atlas" and 

some of the descri_ption of statistical procedure ought speedily to be 

prepared for publication and general use. 

A Major Suggestion Risi~ from the Compendium 

In the Compendium itself a statement is made which results from 

many observations and the conviction of its authors . It is not the sub­

ject of statistical treatment . It is that in all of this area rote learn­

ing prevails . This means that in school people learn to repeat things 

and don't know what they mean, that in individual and community life they 

repeat patterns of living without being critical . It is fair enough to 

say that this prevails not only in this area. 

What the "County Atlas" does is to give us for all the counties 

in this rote-learning area a lot of different ~easuraple traits. Now we 



ask : Although rote learning may be the characteristic of the whole area, 

ar e there not counties or connnunities in which rote learning is more 

oppressively and persistently present, and are there not oounties or 

communities in which there is a break from rote learning which would be 

shown by the appreciation of the meanings of things studied and a criti­

cal , constructive attitude toward life? To this question, a homespun 

answer is " surely. 11 By a sophisticated inquiry into all the measures 

applied to all these counties , perhaps we can find one or more factors 

which, on further field investigation, we shall discover to be corre­

lated with hopeless rote learning and contr ariwise with a departure from 

rote learning . 
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To make this discovery we should naturally have to go to the 

various types of county and the sub-types looking to find examples of 

very bad and very good . We should have to have exact definition of what 

we meant and we should have to have exact or approximately exact measures 

of elements associated with badness or goodness - and Dr . Judd and other 

educators in the Council think such measures are available . If we can 

find a certain constancy of association or of absence, we shall have 

taken the first great step in doing something about improving education. 

If these factors can be correlated with the "County Atlas " classifica­

tions , or if they themselves ,vill fall into some pattern, we shall know 

what to take hold of, even though in some cases nothing can remedy the 

factors which cause the situation except major differenoes in health or 

earning power. 

The Search for the Excentions 

We now propose to try to find the very bads and the very goods . 

When we do find these they ought to be subjected to the same kind of 



statistical treatment which has given us the firm foundation of the 

11 County Atlas. " 

Even before this refinement can be made, this inquiry may give 

us places to work and suggestions as to what to do. The "very goods 11 

may be used as examples from which others may learn through descriptions 

or through visit . In other words , we shall keep on opera.ting or, if you 

will, experimenting or demonstrating until we have underneath our feet 

that foundation of scientific study which we think will make. us more 

confident in assertion and more effective in operation. 

I imagine that you infer that I think a pretty significant 

beginning has been made . I do . Everybody at the meeting does . 

Part II 

Report from Two Normal Schools Receiving Rosenwald Aid 

South Georgia. Teachers College (white) Statesboro 

President Marvin s. Pittman told us about the Statesboro 

attempts to train teachers who would be acquainted with rur al society, 

rural school s, the teaching of book learning, and the instigation of 

social i mprovement. 
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In this normal school there are more men than women - a very 

unusual and significant feature . Only high school graduates are admit­

ted . After two years a certificate is given; after four, a degree . In 

the school itself, in addition to subject-matter courses and method 

courses and a practice school, work is carried on in the industrial arts, 

agriculture, domestic science, and public health. Pittman says that in­

adequate work is given in fine arts and music . 

Pittman believes that supervision is essential for the conduct 

of good schools . He also believes that teachers have to be trained under 



supervision before they take school jobs . 

Statesboro 1 s practice school on the campus is a good school. 

In it white students from the neighborhood now pay per capita to the 

school the normal per capita cost of education in the town. Its 

' superintendent has imagination, flexibility, and power to get coopera-

tion. Students teach in it under really helpful supervision. 
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There are ma.ny good practice schools but Pittman has introduced 

two new features. One is sending out from the normal schools into a 

county a supervisor to visit all schools and work cooperatively with the 

teachers, district trustees, and county superintendent. He chose an ex­

ceptionally able person and the results are fine. Last year she had 

three counties from which this year she has withdrawn to work exclusive­

ly in a new county. The three counties in which she formerly worked now 

hire a supervisor whereas their first experience in supervision had been 

paid for outside. They got convinced of the utility of supervision. 

In the new and single county the supervisor was effective in getting the 

county trustees, for a three- year trial period, to surrender their con­

trol of school district finance and. centralize it all in the county 

office. Everyone associated with work in the South testified that this 

was a real step in advance . 

The second thing that Pittman has done is to take a district 

school vrith six rooms and eight teachers and staff it with students 

selected after they had reached the late stages of the teacher- training 

course . These teachers are students at Statesboro . Every day they go 

out from the college and teach in this school . One group teaches for 

one of the three quarters of the three terms of the year - thus twenty four 
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students ,vill have this realistic teaching experience in a rural school 

each year , The students are the only teachers , but there is a capable 

member of the faculty who is the training teacher and supervisor of this 

one school to which she gives her full time , The staff includes class­

room teachers , special subject teachers, and a principal , This plan be­

gan this year , So far it is really successful , The students are learning 

and the community is pleased, Dr, Judd asked Pittman i f all the regular 

faculty in the college shouldn ' t occasionally spend a week in the elemen­

tary schools getting first- hand knowledge of what was going on in the 

schools which later their own pupils would teach, also finding ways of 

adapting the college teaching to the needs of the elementary rural 

schools , Such work Dr . Judd called productive scholarship, and the idea 

met with hearty response. 

Louisiana Negro Norm.al and Industrial Institute, 

Grambling 

Mr . A, C. Lewis, State Agent for Negro Education in Louisiana, 

and President Ralph Jones of Louisiana Negro Normal and Industrial Insti­

tute, told of the reorganization of this central training school for 

Negro teachers conducted by Louisiana.. 

The essence of this report is that the theory of this school is 

that rural teachers , while they are at normal school, should be trained 

by being immer sed in the situation in which they are to teach. At this 

location there are something over 500 students, These are in pr actice 

schools, a high school , and the normal school which has 154 students , 

Certification is given on the basis of high school entrance and two 

years ' study, though certification is withheld until the school is satis-
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fied of competence. The students may be there two, three , or four years 

and sometimes get no certificates. 

In this school the faculty has been increased by the placement 

at the normal school of a nurse paid by the Department of Public Health, 

a man paid by the Department of Agricultural Extension, and one paid by 

the Division of Trades and Industrial Education. In addition they have 

teachers of domestic science and of industrial arts. All of the teach­

ing staff are expected to go out into the field at one time or another . 

Whi~e they are gone their work is carried by somebody else . This makes 

difficulty in teaching schedules, but they think they can meet it, and 

they want the teachers, as well as the students, to be influenced by 

their situation. Two schools have been adopted by the normal school and 

their reconditioning begun by students . 

Supervision, instruction, and encouragement are given to stu­

dents at work in these adopted schools and to adopted schools of the 

seven additional training schools located in other parts of Louisiana. 

but all attached to this one central normal . This job is accomplished 

by what in Mexico is called a cultural mission. A person in public 

health, one in agriculture, one in domestic science, and one in teaching 

supervision form the mission and go in a specially equipped bus round 

about the state . This group works in the adopted schools , in the com­

munities of the adopted schools, and elsewhere. 

In this project there is great enthusiasm, as indeed there is 

at Statesboro also . There is imaginative leadership, good personnel, 

somewhat better paid than usual. These a.re the two normal schools with 

which the Fund has cooperated and will be asked to continue its coopera­

tion. Ea.ch has excellent features and conspicuous ;i,acy:s . They are the 



best opportunities we have yet found to build on indigenous Southern 

foundations. 

A State Survey of Negro Education 

10 

Mr . Lewis stated that the State Boar d of Education in Louisiana 

would be glad to have a state survey of Negro education. He said that 

they would have to have outside aid and the State Board of Education 

would pretty much leave up to him the composition of this commission. 

There was general agreement that such a survey might help to define the 

problems and the proper procedures in the educatior.al organization of a 

whole state. To me , personally, it seems that the commission should be 

carried on by funds given in part by the state, in part by the General 

Education Board, and in part by the Rosenwald Fund. 

Work on the Production of Teaching Materials 

At South Georgia Teachers College and at Louisiana Normal 

Institute the teachers are trying to use the materials of life round 

about them for the production of lesson plans , materials to be read and 

talked about . Neither school has gone very far but each is trying to 

develop a subject matter which has some interest and relevance for the 

students . We should help them to increase this feature of their 

11 productive scholarship ." 

Part III 

Reports from Cooperating Agencies 

General Education Board 

Wir . Favrot told of a community enterprise at Greenville, North 

Carolina., a well - to- do mill area with a wealth of lep.dership which has 

been active for some time . Furman Univer ity, benefited by Mr . Duke, 
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headed by one of Mr. Duke ' s friends, Dr. Geer, has taken the leadership in 

associating with itself, but for town and county benefit, public health, 

adult education, and industrial arts. The business men of the town have 

given the county competent govern.~ent through state legislation permitting 

the county to elect a business commission of three which in turn hires an 

auditor to do the job . The county is out of the red. The educational 

system of the entire county is good and getting better. From the "County 

Atlas" point of view, it is an example of the very good kind and it is 

associated with a well- to- do industrialized community. This corrnnunity 

supports a $50,000 annual budget for county-wide library service . This is 

a demonstration (of the sort we have talked about a good deal at Fund 

meetings) of what can be accomplished when all public services and private 

agencies work together in a given county. While financed by the G.E.B., 

it is the sort of thing in which the Rural School Council is interested. 

Mr. Jackson Davis told of the work of the General Education 

Board which bears upon education in the South. He sketched the past 

history of the Board as it provided farm demonstrations through the work 

of Dr. Knapp , as it placed state agents for Negro supervision, as it pro­

vided fellowships to train those later assuming leadership in the top 

administration of state boards, as it helped to increase salaries in 

state and private institutions. He indicated that the General Education 

Board was looking into an additional interest, ascertaining the facts 

and perhaps suggesting remedies in the field of economic and social con-

ditions in the South. This would involve a study of the types of eco­

nomic life (indicated in our "County Atlas") and of social effects which 

these were producing. There would be studied the effec1; of national con­

ditions as between competing areas and the effects of international 

UL.; 
✓ 
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conditions such as those now cutting into cotton and tobacco export. In 

view of national and international trends and of actual economic condi­

tions in the South, what is happening, what may happen, what ought to 

happen? In this effort the Board will work largely with important agri ­

cultural colleges. In view of this additional interest, it is quite 

clear that the G. E.B. and Rosenwald Fund need to work closely together . 

All appreciate this necessity. 

Jeanes and Slater Funds 

Mr. Arthur D. Wright stated that the Jeanes Fund carried on 

supervision as it had done from its inception, that its funds for this 

purpose had been increased by money from the Slater Fund . He said that 

public monies twice as great in amount were added to the monies contrib­

uted by the Jeanes Fund. He expressed his desire to co·operate in every 

wa.y. 

Arkansas 

Mr . Nolen Irby, State Agent in Arkansas , said that the consoli­

dation program in Arkansas was stopped because they had no money and they 

had gone too f ast . He opposed consolidation of Negro schools, where 

Negro boards of trustees in a district lost power through consolidation, 

into a unit controlled by white boards . Mr . Irby stated that Arkansas 

had a third of its students in one-teacher schools and that many of them 

were good, and that he did not despair of them. He said from a start of 

two there were now fifty demonstration schools of the one- teacher variety. 

He thanked the Fund for a small contribution which made possible furnish­

ing materials for work in three of these schools . 
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Tennessee 

r!.r . w. D. Cocking, State Superintendent of Schools , ma.de some 

very interesting comments on studies now in process which will throw addi­

tional light on our work. He described the school and library organiza­

tion in Tennessee, as well as the worY. of a national commission which is 

studying the most desirable unit of administration for different kinds of 

areas and the most desirable unit of student attendance . 

Part IV 

Sugge~tions for Further Work 

Mr . Favrot urged .that in a two- teacher school one teacher should 

be dismissed and a superior teacher be given the salary of both and a 

nine- month term, the one teacher to be permitted to teach children in 

groups, dismissing but keeping in touch with one group while working with 

the other , e.g., larger children out for cotton chopping and picking while 

in the winter period given intensive training, and sma.ller children in 

while larger children out. Instruction would be better for the money. 

Observation 

On the work of observation it was suggested that the "bad" and 

the "good" examples be located and studied; also that several consolidated 

systems be visited and studied. Dr . Judd urged that we continue our 

emphases on study and experimentation in teaching and the educational 

process and omit efforts in organization or administration. He felt our 

program was unique and significant because it was the only ma.jor effort 

concentrating (through school and normal college) on actual improvement 

in education as contrasted to buildings or organization or administrative 

machinery. 
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Experimentation 

Under experimentation it was suggested that a one- teacher school 

in the tyJle county of "single crop cotton, strictly rural 11 be established; 

also that when factors of significance in "bad11 and "good11 examples be 

located, there be carried out experiments to determine whether these 

supposed critical factors were really causative. 

Dissemination 

Under dissemination it was suggested that material for teaching 

(lesson planning, reading texts, etc . ) be produced by normal schools on a 

decentralized field local basis. 

Coss suggested that a staff member be added to stimulate normal 

schools in producing materials, coordinate them and become acqu.ainted 

with book publishers , their publications, and their plans for revision. 

Further plans for dissemination were : 

Taking teachers and officials to see good examples . 
Extending the supervising and encouraging "culture missions ." 
Regional or state councils for discussions similar to the 
Rural Council . 
State Survey Commissions . 
Study of further methods of increasing dissemination. 

Part V. 

General 

It was constantly taken for granted that our method of work 

should be through the established state authorities and, further down 

the line, through the public schools and the state or regional normal 

schools . 

Education was defined as the bringing of humans to the point 

where they can better control the conditions and quality of life. 

The exclusive interest of the Council in improving teaching 

was emphasized, though it was recognized that non- schpol factors of 
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health and economic condition might be elements so affecting teaching 

that these must be considered . Improving education is probably a better 

phrase than improving teaching. 

The school activities should be supplemented in all communities 

by other appropriate service agents (agriculture, health, home- ma.king) to 

permit the school to carry on its distinctive function. 

The business of the Council is not chiefly with educational 

administration, e . g., consolidation or non- consolidation of schools, but 

with the improvement of teaching and among the basic tool subjects this 

means chiefly reading . 

To the normal schools now experimenting and to others, help 

should be given. 

The unanimous opinion was that these meetings were much t he 

best we have had and that they got somewhere. I agree heartily. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rieser gave us all a delightful · Sunday evening 

party. 

JJC : JW John J . Coss 
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in t~t<.'titp of]l 

}. rs . Largaret S . Simon 
Julius f..osenwald Fund 

4901 Ellis Avenue 

SUMMER SES 

Chic~~o , Illinois 

Dear iirs . Simon 

J.;r . Dixon and I had £.. very Ubeful tri.t-' • ';he findings f r om 

this trip [l.re of two sorts . One is general considerations of the 

project . These considerations I run enclosinc;,. in this letter. They 

represent the tr,inkinc. or Jixon and myself and h&ve the approval cf 

Dr. alexander. 

'I'he second sort of findinl..'s will come to you in a few days . 

They !lre mJ re~ort en tl".e educution:11 fea.tures of the trip. The es­

sence of it is thut the Funds which have financed the state agents 

(if they approc.i..ch Dixon in goodness) and which have given money to 

help in county programs have done wisely. Changes have happened in 

ten 1 ears . The causes are doubtless many but amongst the causes are 

the state a.gents and these sums of money . I don ' t believe anybody 

can see what I saw in those five days without agreeing. 

I am enclosing the ex~enditures of LJixon and myself . I 

think that Dixon ' s check should go directly to him. He raid all the 

bills on the trip ::;.nd doubtless would like to get his uccount straight-

ened before he le;...ves . 1.y expenses charge to 



vs.rious places . I went to Atlanta for the Spelman Corrmencement speech 

and charge them from Cra:uf'ordsville, Indis.na, to ~.tlanta, Dillard, from 

Atlanta to New Orleans and return , and you , fron: Atlanta to New York . 

As I say, the detailed ~ccounG ¼'ill be alone presently. 

Dixon i s by no means sure that when he comes be.ck from his 

Central Ar:,erican tri; he v,'ill be able to ans,,er Yes to your invitation. 

I hope thc.t he c!:Ul . Ee sci.id tr.at you had not mentioned to him the 

second or study m:...n . He beli.,.ves that such L~ ..... pointment is essential 

i:;.nd I belie.ve thi.:.t he would want to particip ..... te in the decision as to 

who this person is . Of one thing he is unmistakably clear, it must be 

a man who is acquainted with Ne6ro conditions in the South . 

I ss:.v Red Oak and I spent long enough at Statesboro and s.c..w 

enough people to endorse your expenditure there with some confidence . 

Fort '!alley pleases me very much. \7e shot.ld work there i:..s soon as we 

can have full- time ma.m .. gement by Hunt 'v':hom I like and trust. 

JJC I,l! 
Enclosure 

t.lith best re1::ards to you al:, I am 

Sincerely yours 

Coss 
Director 
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.S.llVl_~ ~ ~: f u uv· 

~~.: t l \ ~ t .. G t '\ J 

Jul.y 10, 1956 

Dear Dr. Coss: In Jn3' comments on t he 11Generul Consi derati ons of Poli cy11 

I am followi ng your outline i u the interests of el~rity 
and br evi t y_. 

I . Length of ~/)imrltment - agreed. 

II. Wor k of Counci l 

l. Agre<?d. 

? • !igJ·eed 1n gener (J.l.,. but I w:mder if we can get i.hem to do i t . 
We should certainly try . 

III. Prooosed areas - I think I agree. But it seems t-o 1:18 there a.re 
6..1.so ex,:;oll ,nt :..rbumen:.s f'or gr&nt concentr .... t1ou. I t also seems 
to me ttmt there might bs so:.a r..dv£-nt.:,ge i n Y:o.rkiu.:, in the states 
where t:e \d:.re a.lre!J.dy ~,de .,, Ete.rt: Loui,3iJ_n ... , ark.msas, and 
liorth CarolL..a, nnd of courae Geo:gi <l . Vie alrec..dy he.ve t hose 
state &.gents on om· Counci l, and t.hey naYe :00-en e:luclite.:i to our 
thin'lcii1g. I t tni&ht als > cause some hard feeli.LJ if we went to 
other atat,es. The st~t.e iJ&en~s might faal tht.t wo were d1ssatis­
f1oo •1th thei r cooµ.-1r~ti ~n. 

IV. GBneral conaiderati ons of orguni zation ~nd administrat1.on 

v. 

1. Agreed. 

2. Agreed, excopt that i t should be made perfectly cle...r that he 
i s not only a field man but the actWil he~d of the progra~. 

~. .A.greed - although I thi nk you should keep an open .mind as re­
gt.rds Sanchez . Dixon knows him pretty wel l and t hi nks very 
h.1ghl.f 0£ him. 

4 . Agreed . 

s. Agreed. 

Concrete i tems for actual program - agreej on all points. 
CJnder (4) 1 t hink the st udy ~n should als? ac alnt hi.Jnsel.f o.nd 
us with all the inter esting t hi ngs that are be a done and t hought 
in t he fiel d of education , particularly i-ural eli aentar y educatior1. 
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VI. .A competiti on in rendi ng - agreed thut somethl o.; of this sort should 
be done. I thi nk it would have to be worked out very carefully 
and in detai l . 

VII. Readi ng teachin0 in normals - agreed. 

VIII. Normo.l schools should adopt .rur~l schools, wni te nnd Negro - Ggreod. 

IX. Rouses for teachers - agreed, t.lthough we will have to Eound out 
our other trustees - on account of the socewhat lar&e expenditure. 
I t aeema t o me a ver7 important thlng. 

X. Per sonnel record - agreed. 

XI. Statement concerning c..irri cula - agreed, althou.gn I assuc-.a you mean 
this should be dona ~~er a µer i od of ti~c . I rea~ into thi s two 
thines:. phlloso9hy of ruro.l edu.ct.t i on {your flrs-t; two sentences), 
and t he: i.ctuu.l cu.i·ri cu.lue muki !\; ( tho re~t of the po.re.graph). I 
think t h i s second part migh"'. nef·tJ - specil 117 tr .. incd t.1.1n, don•t 
you? 7he study .men~ be e.ble to do it, aJ.thoUf;h wo have al­
ready laid ot...t u p.1·etty f'ull job i'.;-1• hie. 

r was very t...iJ.ch .tr.fcerested ir. your- a ... r.1-;si ::: of the var­
ious s chools yov. v i eite,..1. I haven 1 .:..ee •. a.11 of thct?., but trom ~h&t I have 
seen and heard, it seems to me ~n ex-.ellent judg~nt. I r.:-ther from what 
Dixon sa i d the u,:.her day that Forsyth nef:t finally gone COll.li>letel y n:~r;- . He•s 
pretty much di scouraged. 

You're per£ectly right about Fort Valloy. I ~i sh we 
could wo~k there. Is i t absolutel1 i m?ossi blc to do 30 until Fort Valley 
is under st ute control? 

You ' re alao right about the value o! st.ate c..;ents. But 
Dixon i s eo far above tiie rest (Irby i s the next bost to hie) that i t isn't 
possi ble to menti on the others in the sa~e breath . 

•1 I t hi nk it' s grand of yoa to help so IW.ch. You remember 
i n Lew York you sai d th~t you could ee~ no point i n bei r;g a member of a 
board or council group unless you di d somethin.J about i t bet ween meetingG? 

Our continued gratitude t o you t 

MSS:IAcK 

Dr. John Coss 
Columbia University 
New York Ci t y 

Very truly yours, 

MARGARET s. SIMON 

/4~ I< 
~r~ hJI , 



Mrs. Margaret S. Simon 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Mrs . Simon 

Thanks for your explicit letter . 

July 13 , 1936 

III. Proposed m• The reason these areas were picked was because 

it seemed likeliest that the men there located could be of 

use . I personally think that we have gone as far with Irby 

as we are likely to get . I had hopes for _him, very high hopes 

indeed, but he has persistently acted like a baby every time 

he is faced with a proposition. At the Nashville meeting 

everything was done to give him opportunity and he walked out . 

From him himself I learned of his isolated position at New 

Haven. He just doesn ' t seem able to take it . 

Lewis in Louisiana is a time server, nothing else . He 

would take another job at any moment if he could get one. He 

is a small person and always will be . 

The North Carolina man I do not know. 

I should not fail to take account of your fears regard­

ing the attitudes of the state agents now included . It might 

even be that we would use them even though we knew they were 

poor . I am inclined to think that his would be unwise and 
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and that we should do what very few people do , turn away from 

a mistake rather than to follow through with one . What the 

answer is I don ' t know and the director of the enterprise ~ould 

have to be an important element in the final decisions . 

V. Concrete items for actual nrogram. I agree about the breadth of 

the interest and information for the study man . 

VI. ! competition in reading . I am sure that we may need to work two 

years before we launch a reading contest and in the process we 

may find that we cannot do it . I know of no point of att ack 

which would be so direct and so likely to lead to well- motivated 

conferences with teachers in the schools and to the improvement 

of instruction in normal schools. 

XI. Statement concerning curricula. I have not thought through the 

operating "how" of getting the curriculum stated . A big termi­

nological treatise is exactly what we do not want . Where to 

stop I do not suppose we can tell until we get into the actual 

production. 

Forsyth offers a problem because it is a poor school and yet 

is receiving money and buildings from the state. It is so fundamentally 

low grade in practically every way and certainly in its leadership that 

it is obviously inadequate to take on any new-responsib lity. It qught 
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to be a high school for that area but we see the state pushing it . The 

failure of the state to see the whole program and to give to Forsyth a 

place which it could handle is the really worrying aspect in the matter . 

If Mr . Hunt would go back to Fort Valley and stay there full 

time, I should be in favor of using it even though not state owned . 

I want to see the state agents indicated in my report . I may 

even ask you to send me on a week ' s journey to Mississippi and Tennessee 
.,.. 

early in October, perhaps the second week . 

With best regards , I run 

JJC MM 

.,c tofeJ~?t..,.~~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ c-,-, "-.,.• I ,,, • /4~ ~ ~~ 

--~~ ~ .uji~i.+- ~ ~-{:f,r,.<.4 

;b fu ~.. ~ ~ ' ~ ~ 
.,,~;~ ~ 

I \/a._.l 7r-~ t!.c.. 
~:;_, ~/A-. 



Dear Coss: In connection with the rural project generally, 
and bearing specifically on your possible visit 

to Tennessee ana tilssissippi,. I snake t his gener.ll coizment. I 
think 1n our work fro■ now on the stste a6cnt !'or Negro schools 
is not necessarily the key aan. What we ere trying to do in 
this project is not simply to iJ:lprove the orgsnizatlon, build­
ings, and finance of Negro sc:.ools, but to vivify and enrich 
rural education generally. While our partic~lar motivating 
force is the improv ement of t,egro education, r.e can ao this 
only as rural education generally is made better. The key man, 
t herefore, is t he state superlotendent of educntion rather than 
the state agent for Negro schools. 

I feel tha.t t his is an import5nt distlnotion. 
I believe t hat t ~e strategy not only in Regro education but in 
other aspects of Negro advance should shift trom explicit con­
cern for Negroes to a general bettering of conciitions. We are 
entering a new era 1n ~egro work. If we are rlse "e will recog­
nize clearly t .:ie changes in eapha.si6 which are indicated by the 
ne\T conditions. For two generations we have had to tight for 
elemental r i ghts for this race. Froa now on I t'.link the battle 
is rather for better education, better living conditions (es 
pecially farm econoJllics), and a united front for COIIUIIOD progr ess 
by both races. I wish you would ponaer this point and let us 
discuss it at our next l uncheon talk. 

ERE:JW 

Dr. John J . Coss 
Col umbia University 
Ne-,; York Ci ty 

Very truly yours, 

E°DWfN R. EMARf:t 

P. s. The above consideration does not necessarily mean a con­
sideration of different states t han thQse you suggest for 

·1ntensive work. I! anything, it cmphas1ies t ~e importance of 
Tennessee tor Superint endent Cockint} of t he.t -s~t e . is probably the 
wisest and aost ettective state superintende, 1n t ~e South. 
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My doar Coss: Just r eturned to the office, I ·have been 
looking over the correspondence bet~een 

you and Mrs. S1.aon. We ell a~preciate JOur interest, co­
op9ration, end wise counsel . 

':'e are, I thlnk, m!i..kin,:; pro5ross in the £t.-'lt­

tor o! Curtis Dixon. .t.s you knotr, ha made t':.i.vor~ble r espor.S'!S 
to the tentative propo~als proz3nteJ to hua by Sr. un~ llrs. Simon. 
Leo Favrot was ono ot t he oembers of the se~inar-confer.:nce •hicb 
I at tended 1n Ronolulu . I had a lonJ talk 1th hiin "bout our 
rural sc~ool -.rork ~nd about Dixon. H~ s~l~ (1) th~t ho, Favrot, 
was more interesteJ. in our rural sc,1001 ef:orts t::Wn t.nything 
tr~t had ha.ppeneJ 111 t!le South in u uoeaJe ttud thllt hl:3 regardeJ 
it as the J110st promising of prot;rt:,ms not only t or Rcgroes but 
for edueo t ion 6enerally ; ( 2) th,,. t he r ega.<'JeJ Axon as t:1.e best 
po~sible man to adadnistor th~ pro~rc..Jn; {5) that he (u.nd, so tar 
as ho knew, the other officers o: tho G.i:B) z~r from putting miy 
obsk.cles in the way ot .. i~ taking the post, ragar..1el this as 
the best use or Dixon ' s unusual abilit i es . l:J.l thle ~as very 
encourugi ~g since r.e want t he G.ill's eooparation all down tho 
line and since Favrot and his colle~gucs are the persons to whom 
Dixon owes lllOst and to whom he will go chi.any for wivica as to 
his future cour se. 

As to your proposeJ trip in e~rly September 
to Tennossee and lilssissippi, I scarcely knoa what to sey. As 
you know, schools will not be in session ana even a good many-
of the officials .Till be difficult to get a t . lioffever , if you 
think you can get useful information :lDd im;>ressions and are wi....ll­
ing to riek the great heat, of course we should be delighted to 
have you go. The more knowl ectge of the fiela each of us can get 
the wi ser an..1 the JDOre realistic our ju'..lpents. The trip as you 
originally proposeJ it in October ~vuld be better. Sut if you 
he.ve time available 1n September and not lster, all •e can say is 
we should welcome turthor first-hand investigation at any time 
it can be had. 

ERE:Jf 

Dr. John J . Coes 
Colllllbi a University 
New York City 

truly- yours, 



in connection v.d.th the 

ELE'.ENV.RY li.DUCA~'ION ul'UDY BY ':::'I& RO::.,:::" .. ,ILJ Fm,JD 

I . Len th of time of "roj ect . Ihi::. study o.S: operation should be e.uthor-

ized for c. r'ive- yec.r perio,.1o 

II . ,fork of the Council . The members of the Gounc~l should be brouc11t 

into i:.:.ctive participation in at least t,10 \lays . 

1 . They should visit the uret..s . 

2 • ..:,uch 11.emoer should before the next n·eeting send to !.:.rs . Sin.on 

a statement 

a . of his conception of the general obj active of the 

Council 

b. of his a.ncl.ysis of' its more immediate objectives 

c . concrete su.e;gestions us to }'rOcvdures 

d. surbestions as to pcraconnel 

Suggestions as to objectives, • lans of 01,!lr~tic.n, wio. per­

sonnel should be sent therea!'te,r by the Council to ~-.. rs . 

Si~on before e-ch meeting. 

III. Prot'osed ~ • In loc""tin::, the '.;orL more thun one sta.,e should. be 

involved becc1.use of the .!.'ollowin
0 

reasons. · 

1 . Diver6 ent conditions are desired . 

2 . F..ee.ctions of different pe.r.,onw.ities a.re desired. 

3 . .. ortinr; in a vE.:.riety of ureas gives a certain protection 
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from fcilure . If the \lor k ,;ere con.1.'ined to one stt...te and 

work in i t s}:ould oecor.:1e im1.ossible , the 1-roj ec1, from the 

be0 innint: -..:o ... le. be o.oomee1. 

4 . To use several areas would free the boL:.rtl from criticism and 

expressions of dissatisfuction coming i'r om the fie l d nhich 

micht happen if the board concentrated its attention on one 

state organization only . 

Stat es proposed: Fror.i ,;he Alabama, ".¾eori:,it..., LississipjJi , 

Louisiana, and ~outh Carolina roui: , .. ississi , i under 

Easom and Georf,ia under Dixon are proposed. from the .;roup, 

North Carolina, 'lirt: ini:.., c.nd Laryl1;.nc , Vir, inio. under t!.1e 

new man recently api:;ointed. From the boc..ro.er ~)'OU,t> , J.enn-

essee , Y.entuc~y, w-itl ~rk~ns~s , ... ennessee under Turner. 

This is subject to further inquirJ . ?ossiblv i'exas u1~dcr 

,;orley ,d.-~h concentr:....tion from r-ru.irie Viey;. 

IV. Gener.::.l considcr:..1.tions of or c,anization c.nd i:tdministrdion 

1 . ,iorkers in :...11 C!:;.ses n:ust be u.cquuinted vrith social condi­

tions involving Netroes in the ~outh. 

2 . A field man would be in char'-'e , .,.ctual charge. All p l ans fer 

work would be n:ade in conference but responsibility of ad­

ruinistration would be solely in his hands . 

3 . The study n:an ,✓0uld be chosen by the fic.ld man in conft,rence. 

4 . a . .. orkers in individucl projects would be chosen by the 
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field man in conference with the Rosenwald l''und and in 

coni'erence ·;;i th institutions where the worAers would 

be stationed . 

b . Traveling workers with expert abilities ( .._'or ex&mple tr~e 

conductor of the reuding speed competition) .rould be 

chosen by the field roan in co.--i1erence . 

5 . -All SU[gestions .from the .,osenm1ld ~•und c.nd the Council mem­

be1·s wo1,ld clear throu&h the field man . ·rhis v;ould be for 

purpoees of infon..c.tion :lnd subsequent conference and 

would not be for final :r:.ersonal uecision. 

V. Concrete items ior ~ctual ~ro~rc.m 

1 . .!i.S LJa.Il} activities c.s possible would be under taken at the 
• 

same time with the notion of advance on m:my fronts . 

2 . lodific'--tion of progrcms :i.'rom state to state might be ex­

pected. For exam1. le: Beal th programs for one state might 

be far ahead of unother or in one state the Fund mi ght 

find help from state officers of one kind or t.U1other in 

home economics or agriculture and not find this in 

another state . 

3 . In eve r y area work would be planned and conducted \r.i.th the 

cooperation of agriculture, home del".ionstrc..tion, .... nu voca­

tionc.l e1...1).c:.tior. , u.ntl heel th officials of coum;ies or 

st_:t.es . '.1.'hese ol.i.'icials micht go so i'c.r ___ s to furnish 

workers or to ~id in supervis ' on. 
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4 . The study man should investigate throueh visits to pub­

lishers and considerable stay with each publisher of 

materials available for school use from the first 

throuth the eighth bracies . These visits would be for 

the education of the publisher in the need of ru1·al 

material as well as for the educo.tion of the study man 

and the securing of exact information as to the present 

status . 

VI . !::, com1,etition in readin;j • rbis uould oe c. direct school b~ school 

attack on reb.ding . It woulci. be ma.de throu_h state wide competi­

tion w:i ·chin school ty. es for reading speed and accur&.cy . ·110 get 

measuring devices and to work up a }?ro6 rwn one or t,·io yei:..rs ,.-ould 

be required and 1-'roba.oly several i'ielu men or expert te(...chers of 

re .... ding , nu.med by the 1 roj ect direc-cor , .1ould oe needed to c...d­

minister the examim,.tions and to educute the schools at the same 

time . This is an at.;ack by indirection c.nd will force work in 

normals . The first resulcs would be of srna.11 scientific value 

but the whole .t rocess Hould brinc the question into the open. 

The tc;.sk mi[ ht require disc.ribution cf cormnon materiuls to be 

read in all the schools. '.l'he final -.,xamin1::1.ti ns would use the 

same worcis as these materials and y;ould be of the same diffi­

culty. bchools would doubtless r.ave to receive statements as to 

how to teach these distributed mate1 ie s und 



how measures would be r.:ade o.nd h0\1 the contest v:ould ·oe conducted . 

Each state area ought to k. .. ve ·one very substantiul ~ rize, ::iay 

$500, for the school e.nd tl1el'e rd6 h"L oe twenty f,rizen for euch 

state of sets of library bool<s , and the -.-,inners for each school 

would get buttons, and the teachers of ·winning classes a sunuler 

study in the institution of her choice . 

Arthur I . u~t--s , r" .... cr: Jrs Colle;~ e , ,.,.nd Ed orn, .IJean of ...:..duca-

tion at the University of Io.1i..., 1 ossibly Chartres cf Ohio .;,ta.te, 

and t·.,o or three teichers naraeci by them mi0 ht .Zorn,ulo.te techniques 

anu. pro6 rw.,s . 

VII . rlea.nin' teachin" in norllb.ls . A progr<-Ull of' cou1·ses in oral reading 

wi~h re~ain6 aloud by classes ~nu individuals , end with ex~emporary 

spet.king by individuals should be worked out for normal schools . 

By this method in ncrn:al schools there ·;;ould be required v;ork in 

speech including reading under criticisrr., vii th a list of all mis-

takes and subsequent rec:·,zcking reonth by month for ir;;provement . 

This ,;oulo bear down on the whole question of the need of Ylork in 

reading. Normal schools should have courses in the teachinb oi' 

reuding. 

VIII . Nor11,-...l ;;;chool_, shoul<... .:1no·,t ruru _,ct.ools , vti..e anu Ne. ro . 

DC. Houses for tee.chers . ,~ progn:.m of the building of houses for te .... chers 

as a :r:,ractical step in increasing tho avtr:....c1,iveness of run ... l te~ch-

inn- c....'1d ac o.n element in increusing the 1 actu~l 
I 

the monetary 



salary of the teuch('r should be made . 'l'wo teacher- houses sLould 

probably be t:te limit undertr..ken. A la:rout of' a school communi"ty 

area should be undertaken a.s one of the Rosem:uld materials of 

distribution -- a scl.ool hou..,e , an industry shoJ;, a tet.cher ' s 

house , o. smn.11 in::·irn.ary of t,,o rooms u.nd nur:-es ' quarters might 

all be included, to0 ether with~ school demonstration Garden. 

Perhaps 9-Il ag ricultural develo .. ment area should be planned, but 

how far tLis should be ct..rried is u. question . A demonstration 

area mit,ht be built c.t a convenient distc:.nce in t. really rural 

communit, ussociuted with one of the larger centers as , for in­

stance, Atlanta University . 

X. A personnel record . There should oe pre~ared and kept up to date 

a comprehensive record of the l..Vailable trained Ne0 ro personnel 

i"n educr,tion, home demonst ration, count~, a gents for a riculture, 

and in ~rofessions, and leadinG ~laces in business . Thi s should 

be a national index. 'Members of the Council , all of our field 

workers , everyone associated with this and other boc-.rds working 

with Negroes should con~ribute material re0 ult..rly. 

XL Staterr.cnt concernin curricula. l\. s::. ply- -.,ora.ed statement should 

be made, without professional jarg,on, of 1)lans for woi·k irom the 

fir~t through the eighth '-'rade of school . This should include 

\/Ork in the school and out of the :aci1ool in the conJ:iunity. 

Studies, books , and methous should be rsted. 



the activities of child1·en in the com.muni1,ies , and or' J,Jarents . 

Connection of the ,1ork of tiie school with home demonstn.tion, 

ae,riculture, health , W'ld vocationw. training and inuice1:tion of 

rell:ltion betvreen these curricula su iestions and 1rork in normal 

schools should be n1aue. Contrioution or t,Ossiole contribution 

of iederal, state, v.nd county 1::.c,encies should. be brouLnt out in 

this curricula st.at ernent . 

June 26, 1936 



I 
Dear Embree: I 

I 
I am gl 

--'-----'----~!..---J...._----. 

makes all kinds of sense. 

for the Council . That 

I have thought a good deal about the reading competition, I jo 

not think less of the idea. I think that it can be done at the same tine 

in the same territory for blacks and whites . The state superintenJent 

will , as you wrote earlier, have to be the one to sell, if not first at 

least thoroughly. 

I wonder if adult. work cannot go on c:.t the sac:e time, and p:r-ove 

the technique of getting the oldsters into tho schools . Into the schools 

peysically and by interest . 

"11 
To put the adults into the contest I should think that the 

number got in 
a . actual number 
b . pro rata of population illiteracy 

and also the scores i n tests for 

a . absolute score? 
b . higher average 

would all come in . The basis of this contest would be 11 learning to read . 11 

Is all this for adults out in hmerica because of shame at not being able 

which will keep the oldsters from co1u.ing to classes? Who is experienced in 

a wide enough area to knoTI? Or would it work in county schools us distingu~shed 

from city, and if so can there be a county contest? 

~ Who knows the best way to teach reading to ~dults? lbis t uest~on und 

~ the same for children ln the different gra...ies we hav1 to uns;,er . I gave you 

~ ~-names for a starter in an earlier letter. I wa~t ¢vi~ence fro~ so~e of 

these birdies. And then I want to see it simpljY v,rit out, .and I mean file 
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cent words. 

Have you read Odum ' s massive work? Southern Regions , I mean. 

It has lots in it and the digestion gets a little overworked . I wrote him 

that I thought the planning chapter (the last) ought to be· supplementej by 

drafts of state laws , regional agreements and detailed plans of action. 

Best regards to all of you. 

John J . Coss 

I hope to leave August 22 for ten days in Holland . Back September 19. 

J.J .C 
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toluntbia ij{niurr11itp 
in t~t <1itp of lllrtu fork 

S UMMER SESS ION 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

Mrs. t'.argaret s. Simon 
4901 Ellie Avenue 

Chicago , Illinoi s 

Dear Mrs. Simon 

N ~ rv u< ~ 
Sl~lON STUDY 

LA' 

Novem er 30, 1 36 

Have you seen the compendium? I am fearful of having 

the consideration of the compendium, which will not have been 

read, the basis for a good portion of the time of the Council 

meeting. The reasons are various: 

1. Profitable discussion can scarcely come before 
reading. 

2. I very much doubt that the compendium will be of 
very real practical assistance to any one . Whether 
it be good or wJoether it be bad , I fear that thi s 
would be equally true. 

I looked through the Table of Contents and it seemed to me to be 

pr etty formal and academic . I am very fearful about the wisdom 

of loadi ng our Council meeting with a great deal of it . Unless 

you have r ead the material before and you and Dixon and :tlr , Em-

bree all know precisely what you want to say and do about it , we 

\ 
\ s~ii>d I fear be putting the sessions under a very real handicap . 

I am prepared to believe t hat I am wrong in the c harac-

ter of the compendium. I hope so , though I must admit I doubt it . 

But I don ' t beli eve t hat a discussion as wor dy, as unclear , and 

as halting as in the past both .,arner and Johnson have exemplified 

will be very useful. 

I 
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M. s .s. - 2- . 

You will recognize this as plain speech and that this letter 

is for your eye and Mr. Embree ' s . I am sending Dixon a copy and tell­

ing him that it is confidential. 

I want to talk to Dixon before the Council meeting. I know 

that nothing that is done at that meeting will finally help or finally 

spoil, but I wish that it might be a very constructive meeting. 

Please write me a letter wHch will bring me some comfort . 

Sincerely yours 

JJC AiF John J . Coss 



Dear Dr . Coss: 

NRS 
SIMON .... llf)Y 

December 3, 1956 

You are so nicel And I will try to send you some 
comfort. 

The •eek- end before lest we hnd a Preliminary meeting 
on the eompendi um .. By we I mean Mr . Embree, Mr . Dixon, Ur. Sanchez, 
Mr. Johneon, Mr . Warner, Mr. Jonen, Mr. Junker, Jim, aud me . All of 
the ones not O in the know" approached that meeting l n ve~7 definitely 
"so what" f.::ame of f.'lind. Ws had all seen tho Table of Content s , and 
had had exactly your reacti ons to it. To ad~ lnsult to injury, three 
onourmous vol umes of typed mater1b.l ~ere put do¥n in front of us . None 
of us quite knew how to co nbout doing anythinb about the situati on, 
so the four sociologi sts began to ta.lk. for two whole da.ye thereafter 
we discuseeJ the compen<lium, the facts which it cJntains, ~nd the 
beari ng of these facts U"'.)OU our ::iarticulo.::- problem. In the first 
pl ace, those f~cts nre aro~zin.:; i n their clarity and multi pli city. I n 
the second plac3, there is nnd must be a very defi nit~ correlation 
bet,·een theae t' .... ct3 and the oroblem of producing schools for the people 
wi th whom the compendium de~ls. We disc~ssed the whole t3ing at treut 
l engt h , an<t Curtis •~s asked :i specif le <.;_uestion ( in +,he middle of' e. 
discussion b/ him of ti1~ curriculum building ~hich is going on in 
Georgi &.) as to \,hether or uot this ty:>e of i nformation would be val­
uabl e to the curriculum ;)eopl e. He said, urt would not. only be v&l­
uablo but it is imperative that they have this kind of inforr:iation i f 
they are to make a trul/ workabl e curriculum. ~at they have been 
doing is prcplil'in6 coursos of s t udy for people about whom the/ knew 
nothi ng or nt boat very littl e. " Of course those aren' t his exact 
words, but r·w~a so pleased to hear them that I think they are fairl y 
close. 

We discussed at gre&t length also the pros and cons 
of sending the compendi um material to each councillor before the meeti ng. 
We finally decided against it, oimply becau&e these three volumes are 
only the beginning of what will be ready by Januar y . Vie cannot expect 
the council members really to study them. In the second place, we 
beli eve th~t c great deal more good will come f om a study after a di s­
cussi on t han before. 



I rew.ly think that since we went to the meetin& 
with eX4ctly the same fears that you :1ave, our experience )retty well 
bes.re out our fe.,li ng thf.t such t:.s.terh.l cun be discussed without be­
i ne studied first . All ,:,f us felt t ht..t t he job ws.s fe.r and away more 
valm~ble than we h1-,d ever thought it could be, and th~t it can be used 
to very gre-t advant~ge. 

It seems to us, as you ?Ointeu out in your letter, 
that there mu~t be s ome stogin_; in order to ~ull out as quickly as 
posei ble a good de&.l of information. Th.>se o.f us who ll'ere at this 
meeting, and particularly Curtis, l'.re :fnlly pr~p:.u-ed to ask questions 
which seem to point the general discussions. 

Fneli ng as you do about Curtis Dixon, you would 
have been delighted, ~s we were, at the ~ay he was imnedi~tel7 accepted 
os Diroctor, ,md r..t t'l-ie ~ny he step 1ed in rmd picked the thing up with 
both hand~. He w.::..s ree.lly splendid . 

"'e not only ..-unt yo,1 to talk t,o Cu:::·tis be.fore the 
meeting, but we, as u~:ual, rould like to ta.D:: to you before the meetill[:, . 
Couldn' t you come one day ecirly? 

f.SS: McK 

Dr . J ohn J . Coss 
Columbia University 
New York City 

Very truly- yours, 



JAN 11 193/ 

NRS 
SIMON STUDY 

January 7, 1957 

Dear Coss: Your resu:ae of the Council meetings 1s splendid. 
I t\ll deligh"ted that you are taking this method 

of informing the trustees of the deliberations and actions of 
the Cmmcll. I t 1s the best possible way of getting detailed 
e.ncl. significant information to our whole croup. 

Tie 1n the office h~ve m~de a number of SU&ges­
tions r.hieh are beint sent on to you with the revised manu­
script. The only illlporto.nt che.nge in meaning is in thnt pas­
sege where you refer to Judd ' s objectine to our undertaking 
experimental work in consolidated ae:-iools. iii s objection was 
aimed not specifically ~t ~ork in conooliduted schools but 
was a general ~arning ahainst getting into admiois~rative 
questions as contrasted ~i th those that h.9.d to do explicitzy 
with the improve~ent of ~he educ~tional process. I have con­
firmed ey understanding by a tc..lk with Judd. T:1e revision 
that I have suggested results in bringing this e:pP.asis upon 
education as contrasted with administration at two points in 
the docun:.ent aince you. refer to it in your aenerlll G\.IDl.ung up. 
But I think. it is a point thut deservos repetition since it is 
the significc.nt differentiation of our work from that of man,y 
other educational movements. The other suggestions are large­
ly of wording , As Dixon is telling you, these, of course, are 
e.ll in the nature of suggestions. A virtue of your document 
i s that it comes from you. Do not accept any of our sugges­
tions that are not in entire accordance not only with your be­
liefs but with your style. The more Coss-like this docWlte'."lt 
ia t he More effective it will be. 

I am delighted that you are pl..an.ning visits 
to Hampton, Tuskegee , et ai. You a.re a splendid example of 11 

working tru.Stee . Of course you will allow us to meet the ex­
petuJes of this trip. The account should include every expense 
from the time you leave Col~bia until you return. It i s fine 
enough to have such observations made by so c0111petent a person. 
The least we con do is to see that such tri ps result in no 
depl etion of your budget . 
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While in general you will probably get most 
by making your visits entirely alone , it may be that at such 
a place as Tuskegee it would be desirable for you to build on 
some longer investigations 0£ meitbers of our staff. I 1mder­
stand t hat you and the Si11011s have talked of meeting in Tuskegee. 
I think this highly desirable. In the natural course of events 
they will be at Tuskegee from January 24 unt il the end of that 
IP.onth. I hope they can have been on the ground for two or 
three days before you arrive. If you are pl anninf; to be in 
Tuskegee on or before J enuary 24, let us . know so t hat the Simons 
can arrange to advance a little the ~1.te of their visit. 

The best of New Year-t s greeting& t o you. 

Dr. J ohn J. Coss 
Colu:ubia Univerai ty 
?!ew York. Ci cy 

Very truly yours, 



Dear Curtis 

<!ohtntbia ij{uiumitp 
int~t<1itpoflrlt1ttfork 

SUMMER SESSION 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

Si 

?:arc} 2 , 1937 

Thaw out: And don ' t wait . How are things? 

,r.e.t ere you doing? ,"]hat are you flOinf! to do? 

I wrote up the trip soutl . You rave 

stuciied it , I judge from m-s. Sirron' s reply . Pl ease 

knock it. I enclose rewrites of pages 21 through 24 . 

Crack them too , please . I sent copies to Mr . Davis 

and t hrouvh him to :tf.r . Favrot . 

/hen are Fred and Ladge going to sail? 

\1hen are you earring up here? . I do want to see you. 

Dr . Alexander I judge is so tied up that h can' t help 

much . 

. . JJC Tu.F 
Enclosure 
i.:r . J . Curtis Dixon 
State Board of Education 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Yours 

John J .. Coss 

s .I 



SUBSTITUTION Bottom ot page 21 

In the r rescribed two year• I ehould include 

In t he Yi.rat Year 

A. Social Science Sun-ey. Five period• each week. Thie ebould 
ng! be a series ot deecriptione ot t~e ditf•rent subject• 
with a tew •••k• given to anthropology, to sociology, etc. 
Not thie, tor thie gina t~e atudent no body ot knowl9dge . 
11\la courae ie to provide kno• ledge about what ha.• gone on 
1~ !urope ud America from 1300 to no•, in economic activity 
( how • n have made a 11 ving), political change ( how men have 
l i ved together), and i ntollect ual ohange (tne main ideas 
that ha• • occupied men•• llinde - the synthesie ot the Church, 
the cominf? of eeieace . t :h• r reat Newtonian picture, i1nd the 
evolutionary point of view t hat CUl8 witb Darwin, and the 
p~iloaophy ot reform ot t~e 18th and 19th century - in • 
word •1-.ai men thought about God, the 1r0rld, and fellow men). 

Thia course ia beet wh•tt l"Elde to order by and tor the 
place. Th• emphaeia in z'l.merioan history will •bitt trom 
area to area and the Nerro scboole will probabl y include 
items ot peculiar intereet t o them. 

Bu.t a..1wnya the ettort ie to look &t t he past with att eye 
on the preeent , and to draw parallels. Juet the expansion 
ot horiton t ~at coaee from old-taehioned cou.raee in l'uropean 
and ~ •ricu hietory ie great tor t he atudont• i n college. 
It itl per haps the biggeet "expander" •• can !ind. But t his 
coura, with emphas i t on ,conomic aa well a& upon intellectual 
elements doee more. 

l should aa7 that tailin&, a course made t o order Hay••• 
two•Yoluae history, ~e.ndall' s Uakiny ot t ~e ~ dern l¼ind, and 
Carman and UcKee' s Ati.ierican History, and Hacker and Kendrick'• 
American History would be pood b.ooke to use. 

B. History gt, Education. nire• periods each ••ek. Becauae all 
teaobera auet by law have the f~atory or £ducation and be­
oauee this study oo•ere yround aleo treated in the social 
ecienc• au"•Y, 1 recommend that the two couraea be taken to­
gether. This int.enaitiee the doee and t~is l i te of m&o in 
eociety can not be .made too i mportant. 

c. riting !!!!!. Speaking. 1'ro periods ecch •eek . Fro1n t he whole 
or the 1tud~••• t hemes tor writing and apeaking should be 
drawn. nie etuden~• are not to eloeute but to write about 
the rltal thing• they are etudyi!}g and to speak a.bout tbeD1 
too. Here are inatano•• • 

Theme - (tro• educatio~ work) Plato and other Oreeke 
aaid, "Gymaatica kr e tor the aoul. ~ What did they 
111eant 



Th.- • (fro• social eoienoe au"er) what •ere the 
road• like in 1300? ,Yhat. are our a:ountain rol'l.de likeT 
How l a th• lite of communi t ies l ittUe<l l.,y such roads· 

Speaktag • A deecription ot a day ■pent. by a Greek boy. 
The Cre$k a1.t1tude toward inanual work: ai,d -tr ade. 
l 'hat tiado •n change their mind1. 

'l'he wri'\ing and aptaling should b• tied directly to t he whole 
pro€l"am• ork in epeakint aboul d b8 eon.ducted in e:nall 
group• with topics prepared before and _!!2! .!:!!!• All stu­
dents $hould participat e throueh frequent speaking and all 
ahould mark each apeecth aud eo keep at work in■ide the olaae 
and gro• cri~i cally. The items of lfl8.rk1ng by st udent ahould 
be cbeoked atter eaah apeeob by tbe teacher c&lliag tor mark• 
in~ and working out a score - U~• of worde, pronuneiat ioa. 
clarity in ~I.king pointa, importance ot points made, poeture, 
voioo, g~ature. ! hie ,ahould he a• irr.poriant itt8truction aa 
go•• on in the tielde ot Eton 

ln the Second Year ------
A. Thf contribution 2,( t~t acieposs iQ. livirg. Fi.Ye perioda-.oh 

week. Here ••leotion~ •ould be •d• troa ell the aci~ncee, 
tied directly to 11Y1.ng. ,..J.p&rimente and demn1tra:t.icms woul d 
be -.de. WhereYer poaaible the experiment• ehould be sucb aa 
can be ueed by t};e teacl\er in his o,-n s chool. Thie moa,ui thttt 
the 11aterial• auat be cheap and the apparatus eiaple. 

Thia cource in science i& choeer. instead of a ew-T~1 of 
aatural 1cienoe. The eciene• aun eys I know do not relate to 
life nor ecientific think~ng, and t'he7 do ~ot ■ink in. They 
giTe a ecienc• label but do not lll&ke & ditterenoe in living, 
and this eour•• •• pr cpoaed ie gaience unlabeled but effective. 

It ia aleo t be intention th&t, in labor..tory work acutal 
practice in }.lUid -.rork be tiven ill aucti thi11gs •• making 
priviee, and ecreenil'lg, ez,.d minor building ot cupboard• , etc. 

Orowtb • Pluta, soil•, geologic background. lro•ton, 
tlood control , t oreate, aoil bui1der• , t~rt iliaera, pea 
crop•, ploriq. wtder, rotat ion. Ani•l• • feeda, lieht, 
dtand.1u. f ow ohe,r..i.ste round and proTed Yitamine. 

study or food• tor buane. Budrete ot tood expenditure. 
Waye ot cooking simple foods. 

ImproveJJJent or growth. Study or healt~y and dieeaeed 
graine, vegetable• (turnipe, carrota), and tt• ontrol ot 



health in th••• Compariaon or good and poor crop• ot 
peanute, cotton, corn, l:llld pigai. ~·he br•eda ot live­
stock and the kindt off'ruit ~nd vc~etablee. 

P\UIM t-H.l tb. I.if,- span, vigor. '!he book-wonr .. 
Lite cycle. 8-nitary toilet•, co~etruotiv• plane and 
oare. ~uia, yellow revert cattle tick fever, life 
hietoriH, and etorie■ of control. Read "Alt American 
Do~tor'£ Ody-seey" •nd "Ute or Pe.eteur." K'in(ia cf 
•ater, care of wll• and etreama. l.cicroeoopio study. 
lCinee ~ =!!ll, cicro,copic study. Oi•e~eea £!_ b~cteric• 
tuberc~loaia, oyphillis, dieeentery. Demonetration, 
Jcl.croecopic Torl, 110t1on rtcture~. Bacterial ~ork in 
foods, eterili1ation ot c.e.n•, canning and presen-ing. 
Cood e.nd t-nd n·eat t"urine;. 

Ituren 1-.calth, tte 1't>altt-y 'tody s.nd t·o•· to care tor 
it. Inrant ca.re. Maternal cue. P.oepitale, nu.raing. 
First ud. P&tent ueicinee. ~nt&l health • 

.Q!.!:.! !l!, lli house eepeci9lly kito~•r. v•ntll&tion, 
fli••• ineeota • .Ll&king of •creena and 1creen kitchen 
8hlvee. 

rower aide ,ll_ ~•a and ho• t~ey work, etpeeially in 
tr&J'\Sporta.tion and conn.mi.cat.ion. Steam, gae , electricity. 
Telephone, teletr£pt. radio. 

ll!\, 1nd~etrial pr9cea1tne of cotton, peanut•, paper 
pulp for paper and ror utiticial •ilk. Th• making or 
gla.as. ot ~te6l. Tl:e m&nufactlll'e of e.n a.utoJtObi.le. 

;. ct.art £!. !ll !h.! f'cienoes with t heir interrelation 
and a brief description of what eaoh does in theory and 
1'l!'Ft'tiC.to 

B. 'l'hf •conod.c l!!!, s! lli Sg\lth. Tso per lod• each week. 
Speaking in clae1 one period •~ch J1.10nth • •1 be pre• 
te.red d•batea i1tcluding all student& ol"I. two e.id•• - one 
min~t• arr~ng•d epeecb&s • scoring tor efteativ• content, 
delivery - ~11 participate. A part of the eooaollic 
courae. 

C. Educati~nal p17cr.ology. Three reriode e&ch week. Spe• 
olal •ttention to individual dittereno••• learning• con­
dition•• and r~t•t ot. 



In tbe Third J~ar 

A. Great ~ st,. !h!, \'iestrrn ·~-erld. fltree r .. dod::, ea.cl> week. 
Spaak1l'lg. 

B. The poqntx Een-ige9. 'l'wlo r•eriodn eaeh ,;,eek. In oi;;.•fteo?: 
units or lcse the wort- ot tho eoun-ty ••~i CM sh-,uld 'tie 
rrcee~ted by ttie vnrio~a ~geneiea ano ~peei~l refercnc• 

hould l:e n.de to t"Ct'ool a t1t" •t~tlC)' coo1,'¢Y-o:lion . 
'!l'«' ?Urpotet of t~s& cbort couraea ue two-toldt 

1. To briar k.no.:lod~~f'.' or t"'• <.,;¢1;.11ty ~•rvices 
t~ tl-.e etudentr. S.!td ot the aeb:>ol to tbo 
eounty sel'Yieca. 

2. To 1.ae& the eerviceo u an e.ct.ual trd.nillg 
,;rc11p tor C,oir,,: t)'lf> tHttts thtt m,ed to be 
done to ~ko life better. 

The home 4&m,c,netration acente' time ehould include not •o 
wch td~ing obout as ""f.l!:1nc; rll tr;e Rtuc!en.t:, e,o throiigh the 
rfr,ekint or a cab1n'B lit•• seeine cabin•• noing to & IIIOdel 
one, working on budget•• foc<leturre, elothin~, u,._oea , re­
paire, eto. >-re ate~& ca.a be tuilt, floors patehed, roof• 
na.tchfi~ bj• the &tudonte. 

Tt:te couro~ 1tuet in thin f4ohion mnke roal •hat tt~ ~~r­
vic~a dCI and t,re1n il'\ t,t: i:erfol"ce:noe or the a.ctual t.aeh. 

t ,i:• in teaehinr ln. a rural cchool, l.irlng 1n the ndfhborhood. 

age11oi•• i• of pritt• itlli'ortonlle. In edd1tion to the course in the Junior 

7ear r equ.ired ot ell etudenh ttt- caur.ty servic1te, cr~uld otter sitter oit 

cou.r•••• .tit1-1d work, or i"eu:b.s.re in coop&rntl.on •1th one or 1tore ditterent 

county •~rv1oee ~hort course~ at the college ch<.>oeing the •~bject u the 

aeedt ot the eeivice• indioate. 



T~~ finlll. -~rhuis oa the need ot eonoiderint tbe conduct ot 

lifo a'tl.d of \:J&kini a livin£ sl',oul.d ts ;;ede. The teact;ers ,m eollena are 

called academe. Often they ilrfh ,:n eid to th• cur e ot thh attllction 

ie co.nta<:t ~it! life. ,..er tl·ia r Gucn it it rocl)...c:.'Cude~ .. l..At ~ tl:.e 

teachere i!ving inutru.c{~on in tr .. tec.cl'.ur r aini ne; ccu1 ;e 1:.0 out into 

the field to viei t schcolo, to vie~t ooa:m.ueitieo, ...nd to oo~ the coYn~y 

••nice• d toed,.:. '£he core tl1 the t.6.etcra are fille..i \iiith iai.e,·Ht 

and knowlEdflO of t.J,oa.:ono:::":.c ::nd ll1.1ei~l l ii"e in th" Soath u.r.d in particular 

in iheir ovu ~r~as. the ~ore cr.isnc• 48 ttere th~t the training achoole rill 

graduate Lon.ehe1·n who 11ill ir.oet i;ho l"H.l nwed •• cf tla, day . Tf!e 1seeda ti.•• 

doubthaa nhnyo boen ther e a.nd often thEi gifted teacher he.a Mt ihea. 

Juat now J.t , Lre ;.iw:-ticw. .. i·ly conu~ioue or 'Ch,ra and encouraginely a.nxioua 

to cbangt: ou,;- "'..x·aining progre.m in urci.,r to Li&et. tLem. 

John J . Co•• 



1 
SIMON STUOY 

C6 -~ 
March 16, 1957 

Dear Dr. Cosss I t ' s too darned col d here for one to thaw out but 
the warm, pleasurable glow o'f satisfaction resul t ­

ing f rom reading your wri te- up of the tri p south did warm and 
stimulate the cockles of my he,art and so I'm r i ght pert this morning. 
But as I read i t again some questions cru:te to I1.f'J mind. May I ask 
them and also make some critical and some Colllillendatory comments? 

The term *practi cal education" - 5th l ine, 1st 
paragraph, let page - troubled me. If by •practi cal• you mean some­
thing being done or actually in practice, as opposed to theoretical 
or speculative, you had in mind the tiho.le curri culum. I f by 
• practical• you meant vocationa1 or manual training as opposed to 
book l earning the area to which you refer is iamediatel y del i.Jllited. 
I like the term if you will make it all-inclusive for i t seems to me 
that such a use of it will hi t squarely at a very fundamental proble~ 
we have created in our educati onal terminol ogy by thinking and 
speaking positively or vocational educati on as • practical8 and 
theref ore i.J:lpliedl.y, and c0nversel.y of reading, f i guring, nnd ot her 
areas as theoreti cal. I t 1s the ol d concept of certain aspects of edu­
cation having values in the ma.king of a l i ving and others having 
values 111 tho enj oyment of life . As I read on I had the feel ing that you 
used the term quite inclusively . Right'/ 

Ou page 5 - paragraphs, last l i ne - you say "The 
st udents changed faster t han did their opportuni ties of naking a living 
in the l arger society of which they were a part." That's been the 
American phil osophy of the last several decades, hasn' t i t? The same 
thing, on a di fferent scale, has been d~ne on all level s of education -
parti cularly secondary and collegiate - and thi s applies to whi tes as 
•ell as to Negroes. I t ' s been a refl ection of an educational philosophy 
which was quite mat eriali sti c and had for i ts 1:1oti f t he insi dious i dea 
of the monetary value of chronological units of educati on. Though we 
might not now agree with an educati onal policy which would make possibl e 
such statement& as yours above I can quite well see why the development 
took place in the earli er days - parti cularly in schooia for Negroes. 
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They had such a terribly long and tortuous way to go to achieve even 
slightly above marginal levels of existence that they were Justif i ed 
in attel!lpting short-cuts. I t's the age-old question of whether to 
educate for t he individual milleniWll to which we all look forward or 
t~ educate and train ior the needa and probleme of the present. 

I liked your con~epts of what has happened ae 
empb.asiB of the trade aspecto of tho curriculw:i has shifted from 
practice to acquaintance. (Tho Junior high school people revel 1n this 
concept.) 

Your "comparison of educational and industr ial 
processing and r.iarketing," your ".'cost~ and c0n~i11uity of student body 
of various types,• your "nta.ff dif ficulties in changeo of type" eeem 
to me to aerit more elabo~ate and detailed treatment for there ' s a 
need and a. use f()r it. I should like, for example, to get such a 
di scussi~n into the hando of the chancellor and some of the reJents 
in Georgia. Philip Wel tner saw the inplicat1ons of tho study made 
by Judd and others andp at the time of hi s le~ving the chrulcollorship, 
he was trying to f ill in the patterns in the £rrune~ork tho survey gave 
him. S~nford, I*g afraid, doesn' t see t he pattern very far ahead; he's 
juet stitching away wi thout a design and your concepts above might 
tend to make him pause long enough to evaluate hie program. Do you 
agree with me that this i s valuable enough to warrant expansi on? 

I like your idea - 2nd paragre.ph, page 15 - of 
limiting the student body to those who pay for their education directl y 
and those who pay for it indirectl y through schol arships - i f I haven't 
modifi ed your concept here by a slight change in the statement . This 
goes, it eeel!ls to me, allllOat inevitably to the c -,ntinental concept of 
who should receive education on the higher l evels and, being quite the 
opposite of the popular American concept of all education f or every­
body, is quite likely to meet rl t."1 oppositi on from t he sentimentalist 
who sees in every baby a poosibl e future presi dent of the United States. 
Some would say that it's a strange , indefensible, nnd daiD!\eiti.g 
philosophy to c~me from one who has worked and i s still working int.he 
f i eld of Hegro education. The i ~plicati?ns ?fay sta.te1:1ent are not to 
be tied to racial baaes at all but to ability bases. Selectivity i s not 
particularly lilted in so far as it operates f r o-:n a mm1-r.1S.de ple.n. As 
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it operates naturally i t is accepted with more or less placidity. This 
is an interesting suggesti on you .cake and I should like to talk with 
you about it mor e later on. 

In your discussion of "needs in types of education" 
you have certainly challenged the institution to accept its r espone1-
bility for a much broader f ield than its cnrapus and studen~ body and 
have presented a strong argument for closer cooperation between the 
school and other agencies working in the lives of and for the better­
ment of people . I agr ee thst there should be no excepti on to the 
requirement (~or teachers} of n s~ti sfactory accomplishment in reading 
and in figuring . 

I agree with your chnnge of the strai ght. hiat.Qry 
course to t he social acicnce ourvoy. The lntter course gives much more 
opportunity for the lntroduction of ma.tcrittl e whi ch I think we would 
agree should be included. I t i s il:iportunt thoueh that euch a course 
should be organized by ea.oh institut i on u;.;iug i.t - certainly the 
details should be stipulated by t he inetitution even U" a general 
syl.labus of it wore available to a.ll ~chool o in a stato - because i t s 
content should relate in part at least t o t he emiro:-.ment and service 
area ot the .indi vidual school. 

If' state certification regulati~na did not re½uire 
it I should 11111ch prefer to omit the hi stoi-J of education and get 1t5 
social science values in a sore direct way through the survey course 
above. Thi~ can•t be done now, however. 

I•U have to agree with you about t he speaking and 
wri ting. It' e absolutely :iundamental, now illy done, but possible 
of developttlent into so.t11ething definitel y f'unctional (me.y I use auch a 
hac.cneyed term)? I n a teacher-training insti t ution this eeems to me 
quite important. I should prefer seeing both of the i acilitiev 
developed through practice in other courves - e . g., lauguege and the 
social sciences - if this can ba dondi -'If not, through a special 
course. 

The courses t or the second and t hird years I 88r ee 
with quite fully. 
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You probably have i n mind, though you've not so 
stated, thut figuring, number work, arithmetic - or what.ever you "isb 
to call it - could be intertwined throughout the courses mentioned 
above, if there wero need to .do so. 

Your "county ,;ervices• course 1& so.:ner.hat the 
same thing we've been thinking of, as you kn-0Tr. 

A.men, I say to the lant suggestions, n::.ullel y~ 

1. Practice teaching in an actual uituation; 
2. Cooperation of the echool with other agenci es; and 
o. Getting tho fnculty of to(1chcr-tra1ning :1.nstitu­

tions into the field. 

Your whole pspor r.nc sti mulating. I':n indebted to 
you. You're always g!ving me a lift and. r ight i,hen I need it. 

JCDi RW 

Dr. John J . Coes 

Col.u:ibia U1d var Di ty 
New York City 

Sinceraly yours, 

J.C. DIXON 
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