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The American Academy and the National Institute of Ar ts and Letters an­

nounced today the names of the fifteen recipients of the annual $1,000 arts and 

letters grants to a rtists, composers and writers who are not members of the Ao-

ademy or Institute. 

The grants are part of a pr ogram of the Academy and Ins t itute to stimul­

ate in every way possible the development of arts and lette r s in the United 

States. The money prizes are made each year with the double intent of enabling 

artists in America to continue their creative work and of honoring them by 

practical r eco gnition of thei r past and pre sent acc omplishments. 

Formal presentation of the awards will be ma.de a t the joint ceremonial of' 

the Academy and Institute on May 22nd at the Academy Auditorium, 633 West 156th 

St., !LY. 

Six grants were av1a.rded to writers, six to artists and three to composers. 

Afilt'. GRANTEES 

Peter Blume, 41, Russian born pa inter came to America when he was five year s 
old. Re a ttended New York art schools while supporting himself by running a 
subway newstand and working in a jewel factory. He had his first one -man shov.r 
when he was 24, rec eived a Guggenhe im fellowship i n 1932 wl1ich was renewed in 
1936. He won the first prize in the Carnegie Inte rnat ional Exhi b i tion when he 
was 28, the youngest artis t ever to be so ho-nou :--e-4--. His pd _ting , 11-S-out.li of 
Soran ton"' creat ed a tremendous cont r ove rsy l novr belo gs .ir ~{the Ji.ii t r opol tan 
Museum. He is also r epre sente d in the Museum o:.q' Mod rn A &tnd the Whitney 
Museum in New York; i n the Boston Museum of Fin rt_::, , t 1½i~N:lwark Museum, t he 
Columbus, Ohio, Gallery of Fine Arts. His home i s in Gay;? sville , Conn 
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Dorothee. G:reenbaum, was 'born in Brooklyn , began work as a painter, sturi.ied under 
Kenneth Hayes r, iller, flrst at the School of Fine Arts and Applied. De s ign , later a t 
the Art Students League. She turned to sculpture in 1927. Tha t year the Whitney 
Studio Club (la ter the Whitney Museum) exhibited her "Sleeping Girl". She had 
her first one-man show at the Weyhe Galleries in 1934. In 1941 she received t wo 
of t he highest awards possible for a sculptor: The Widener U0dal of the Pennsylva­
nia Academy of Fine Art and the Corcoran G-a llery's Medal for Sculpture. Her stat­
ue "David" won the Purchase Prize of the Inte rnational Business Machine Corp. Her 
works a r e in the Whitney Museum , N.Y., the Museum of Moscow (USSR), the Museo de 
Historia y Arte, Puerto Rico, Brook Green Gardens, S.C., Fitohberg Art Center, 
Mas s. and in the collections of numerous priva te collectors and universities. She 
is married to an attorney, Brig. Gen. Edward S. Greenbaum, and is a resident of New 
York. 

Joseph Hirsch, 37, was born in Phila de lphia . While still in Eigh School he won 
a four year scholarship to t he Pennsylvania Museum School of Art . He late r s t udied 
with George Lu.ks, winning, at 23 , both the Lippincott award from t he Penn. Academy of 
Fine Art and a National Academy award. At 25 he won the Wooley Fellowship which 
permitted him to travel round the world studying and sketching . His oil, "Two ~fon" 
sho wn at the New York World's ]'air won the first prize for contempo rary American 
painting. He was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1942 and again in 1943 . His 
work is in the ]fotropoli t an Museum and the Museum of Mode rn Ar t in New York, the 
Corcoran Gallery and the Library of Congress in Washington; the Boston Museum , the 
Philadelphia M:useum I and in numerous university collections. Hirsch was an a rtist­
correspondent during the war , saw act ion in Italy and in the Pacific Theate r . He 
is Treasurer of Artists Equity and lives in New York City. 

Victoria Hutson Huntle;L , 47, was born in New Jersey, now li>res in Fern Pa rk, Fl o­
rida. A painter, etcher and lithogr aphe r she is perhaps best known for her litho­
graphy. Last year she won t he $1 ,000 Daumier Club Prize of the Ass ociated American 
Artists for her lithograph, "Dawn Came " . She studied under John Sloan , Max Webe r 
and Kenneth Hayes Miller. She received the first prize a t t he Chi cago Art InstH­
u te's International Graphic Art Show in 1930, another fi rst prize a t the Philadel­
phia Print Club's National Ehibition in 1933. In 1945 Lib r ary of Congress awarded 
her a Purchase Prize. She is represented i n the Me tropolitan Museum , the Whitney 
Museum and the Mew York Public Library in New i:"ork ; the Philadelphia , Boston, Cleve ­
l and , and Houston Mus eums; in the Chicago Art Institute, t he Pennsylvania Aca.derny 
of Fine Arts, the Library of Congress and the University of Glasgow. 

Mitchell .Jamieson, 32 , now living in Linden, Va . , was born in Kensington, Mary­
land. He a ttended the Abbott School of Fine Art in WasM.ngton D. C. and night 
classes at the Corcoran School of Art. Pr i or to the war he painted i n t!-ie Virgin 
Islands and in Key Wes t on the Treasury Arts Pro ject. ~Ie ho.s painted. murals for 
the Department of the In t erior and for several Post Off i ces in ~aryland and in 
Ohio. 1942 he was commissioned an ensign in the Navy, attended Indoctr ination 
School, and was assi gned to paint a series of pictures for the Nav;r. A gro up of 
these paintings depicting amphibious tra i ning, embe..rka-· on a d 7 i on nvbye 
ship were published hi color in Life. He was in th fi rst wavy 1a.n the Sicil ;Lan 
:Lmrasion and translated his experiences to canvas. His work I be en exhibi t eti 
t he 11:us eum of Lodern Art in New York and is rep re:Je ve -d i th 1 'I ,· te 
and in the Phillips Memorial Gallery. ft~[' 
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Car l h Schmitz , was born i n Metz , France in 1900, came to t he Un i t ed States 
when he was 23 . He started to sculpt at t welve as apprentice to the cathedral 
sculpt or at Me tz and con t inued his studies at t he St ate Art School and the Sta te 
Academy a t Munich . Ei s fi r st wor k in Ame r i ca was mode l ing chandeliers in a 
J. igh t i ng fixture f actory . He worked f or a rchi t ectural firms making models and 
t hen became an a s s i s tant to the noted sculptors C.P .Je..nnewe in , Carl Milles 
and Paul Manship . I n 1 930 he opened his own Studio. He ha s won many awards in­
cludi ng the Ste r ling Memor ial Award, 1 93 4 ; the Gold Me da l , U. S . Exhi bit at the 
Pa ri s World ' s Fair, 1937 ; the Sculpture Pr i ze , Syra cus e Unive rs i ty , 1939; George 
Wi dene r Gold Medal , 1940 . His s culp t ure is r epres ented i n t he Int e r na tional Busi­
ness Ma chine Cor p . and at Syr a cus e University and i n priva te collections . His 
works incl ude r eliefs for the Dept . of Jus t i ce Building , a sta tue f or t he Pos t Of f­
ice Building , r eliefs for the Fe de r a l Trade Commission Building i n Washington . He 
executed seve r al he r oic gr oups f or the World ' s Fai r in New ~ork and various works for 
both :public and pri va te buildings thr ougho ut the count ry. He live s in New York . 

LITERATURE GRAMTEES 

Nelson Algr en was b or n i n Det r oit , 1.Uchi gan, on Ma rch 28th , 1909. After attend­
i ng the Univers i ty of I l l i noi s he wor}ced as a mi gr a t ory l abore r i n t he Southwe s t . 
It \Vas dur ing this pe r iod , in 1 933 , tha t he s tart ed to wrHe . Ee found an aband­
one d filling s tation on t he outsk i r ts of Rio Hondo , in the Ri o Grande Valley . He 
lived here f or a time , eventually buy ing a half interst i n the f illing s t a tion 
by s elling a sho r t story he had wr i t t en. He has contri buted shor t stories to t he 
0 . Henry Memo r i al Awar d Volume i n 1 935 and 1941, and hi s sto r i es have a l•so 1,een 
published in such journal s as American Mercury , lfow Republ i c , Sou t hern Rev i ew , Es ­
qu ire , New Masses and Poetry . He vm s a s s oc i a t ed wi t h Jack Conr oy in the publi ­
cation of The lrew .Anvil . He is also the autho r of t wo novels - 11 Some-oody i n Boots" 
and "Ne--rer Come Morning" . He is l iving a t present in Chi cago . 

Blea.nor Clark was bo r n in Roxbury , Conn. , in 1913. Her f i rst bo ok was wr itten 
a t t he age of 8 . Af ter gradua t i ng f r om Vassa r she spent two years wri t ing a novel 
wh i ch she subse q_uently t h rew away . She was an edi t orial a ss i s tant a t W.W. Ho r t on, 
publi shers, f or whom sh e ed i ted "New Letters i n Ari:ie r ioa n with Hora ce Gr egory , an 
anthol ogy of young Ameri can wri t e r s . He r shor t s to ry , 11 Call me Comr ade ,rr whi ch is 
i ncl uded in this volUJne will a l so appear i n an e.nt hology be ing edi t ed by Ka t he r ine 
Anne Porte r . She ha s cont r i bute d shor t stories t o t he Part i san Rev i ew, Par t i s an 
Reade r , and the Engl i sh magaz ine , Hor i zon. He r a r ti cl es and book r ev iew·s have ap­
peared i n New Republ i c , na tion, Kenyon Review, Li fe and Le t ters Today, e t c . . Her 
novel, "The Bi tt er Box 11 , was published by Doub l eday in 1946 . She worked fo r the 
O. S . S . in Was hington dur ing the war . She i s one of t wo Academy - Ins t itute grant ees 
who have a lso been awa r ded a Guggenhe i m Fello,vship t his Spr i ng . She lives in New 
York . 

LLoyd Fr ankenber g was b or n i n 1907 i n Mount Vernon , New York . He went t o pub -
l i c s cho ol s i n New York and at ·cended Columbia Uni versi t y . He worked a s an ordina ry 
s eaman i n an oil t anker t he.non va r i ous newspapers includi ng the old :ffew York Post 
and t he Bro oklyn Da ily Ee.gle . His first sal e was t o 10-ruro f0rl a ..., hort ~ o--ertl "Two 
Si d.es of a WaYe 11 • His poems have appeared i n Nor t h Ameri dan r/i iew, Do ndon l'er ­
cury , Yale Revi ew, Sa t urday Review of Li terature , n w Yo k Ti e I So the rn Review 
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and ot he r publ i ca t i ons . I n 1938 he won t he Spenser .wa:r.i . 1 , 3 9 hi s 15 0-ok of 
" r,:': ~ poems , 11 'I'he Red Ki te 11 , ,m s published l;y Ji ar ra r and l i nehart . If i fo l l owing y a r 

he was awarde d the Guggenhe i m :E'ellowshi p f or poe t r . He . "consc · n t i ou- 0 1) - -~~ 
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jector during the war, serving in several camps , f i rst on a dynami te s quad and 
later as an attendant in a psychiatric hospital . He has written reviews e.nd 
critical articles for Hation , }Tew 'Republic, the 1-Jevv York Times and I-Ierald Trib­
une, Horizon, J?oetry , Harper 's Bazaar etc .. At present is working on a bo ok of 
criticism to be published by Houghton Mifflin. He is married to Loren Mac iver, 
the painter, and lives in Hew York and in Provincetown, Mass .. 

Robert Lowell , 28 yea r old poet , vms born in Boston of the famo us f amily whi ch 
produced J ames Russell Lowell - his great-grandfather , and Amy Lowell. He was 
educated at St. Ma rks, Harvard and at Kenyon College , where he also taught English 
11 tera ture in 1940 and 1941 . His first book of' poems, "Land of Unlikeness", was 
printed by Cummington :P:ress in 1944. His second book of verse , "Lord Wee.ry's Ce.s ­
tle ", published in De c . 1946 by Harcourt, Brace & Co . was received with great crit­
ica l ac claim. Lowell is one of the tw·o Ins ti tute - Acaderoy grantees to have also 
won a Guggenheim FP. l lowship this year ( the other is Eleanor Clark). He is married 
to the novelist Jean Stafford who received a $1,000 grant from the National Insti­
tute and American Academy in 1945. 

Elizabeth Parsons, born in Ha rtford, Conn. was educated in private schools. 
Her stories have appeared mostly in the New Yorker , but some have been published 
in Har per ' s Bazaa r and other magazine .s . Eer first book, ".An Afternoon " , was pub­
lished in 1 946 by the Viking Press. She lives il1 Boston and at Vinalhaven , Mai ne 
where she spends as much time as possible with her young son and daughter, in­
dulging i n her t wo spe cial delights, boats and horses. She has travelled widely 
both in America and in England, Ireland , Switzerland and the West Indies. 

James St ill, born on Double Creek in the Alabama hills some 30 years ago , now 
li-ves at Wol f':pen Cre ek, Ba th , Kentucky . I:Ie earned his educat ion at Lincoln Mem­
orial Univers ity by working in the school library and in a rock quarry. It was 
here that he became interested in writing . After some postgraduate study at Van­
derb ilt University, be went to Knott County, Kentucky as l ibrarian to the Hindman 
Settlement School , whe r e one of his duties was to carry l)oxes of books over tbe 
mountian trails to supply small schools that had no libraries of their own . Of 
these mounte,in trails and ridges he has written many times in his books . In 1937 
his first published vrnrk appeared, a book of poems called "Hounds on the Mo untain". 
Among works published since are a novel "River of Ea rth", and a collection of short 
stories 11 0n Troublesome Cz·eek". AlJ. three bo oks were published by the Viking Press. 
He is a regional writer , his works covering the hill farms and coal camps scattered 
a long the branch waters of Little Carr and Troublesome Cree.ks . ~---~~ / -#, ,r:;$.,"li'~", .. k • ' 

( MUSIC GRANTEE§ 

t 
\. Ulysses Kay , 30 year old ne _'r o , was born in Tucson , Arizona . He gradue. ted from 

the University of Arizona a1 :' le ft there in 1938 t .o t ake a scholarship at the East­
s hool of Music , Roc~ er , where he received his Master 's Degree in 1941. 
!,,,,s :'.u~: e_~ ! f~~~d Hans en and ~erna rd Roge_rs. He sty.died with Hrn emi th 

at e m tng• ~:rr-and 1942 , after which he went into t e lfa " . Afiter four yea s 
of playing Souza Marches and Victor Herbe rt songs lie was dis{ -rged. He is now 
attending Columbia University on the G.I. BilJ.. He w_a ne o/tl~ - e two :r: ipients 
of the Gershwin Memoria l Award this A1,?ril and al so winner o r. avmrd gi ven y 
the Fellowship of American Composers and the J\Jne r i a.n Br oe.do ng Company ; r 
his work , "Of Hew Horizons" . In 1946 he was given . fellOirrs-: ±-p .i.ro th ice 
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M. Ditson Fund for a year of c:reatiY$ wor k. His works have been played by the new 
Yo r k City Symphony, Be rnstein conducting ; by the De troit Symphony, by Howa rd. Hansen 
and the Roches t er Civic Orchestra , t 110 New York Philhe.rmonic j the Juillia rd Orches t ra, 
and the .Ameri can Youth Ove r ture. lie has compos ed charnl:ier musi c , songs, balle t mus ic 
and several overtures. He lives in lfow York City. 

Alexei Ha ieff , 34, w.e,s born in Blagove s chensk , Siberi a, but spent his youth 
in Ha rbin, .Manchuria where hi s f a ther was a bus iness man. His Parent s died when 
he was 17 and be came to America and settled in New York . He began his study of 
music in China . He ha d a lette r of int;roduction t o Racbrnaninoff, who sent him 
to study with Constantine Shvedoff . He won a Juilli ,;,,rcl Schola rship and. studied 
fro m 1934 to 1938 at the Juilli a. rd Graduate School. He l ater studi ed with Nadia 
Boulanger, first in Ca.mbridge, Hass. and l a.ter in Paris { 1938 -1939). In 1942 he 
won both the Lili Boulange r Memorial Award and t he Hedal of t he Amer i can Aca demy 
in Rome. The Koussevitzky Music Foundation commissioned him to write a piece for 
cello and piano in 1945. In 1946 he won a Guggenheim Fellowshi p , and the s ame 
year was commissioned by the Juilli?.rd Foundation to write five pie ces for t he 
piano. His works have been played by the Coolidge Strj_ng Qua rtet, tbe Bos t on 
Symphony and by such soloists as Joseph Fuctis, Isaak Stern, Robert Fizdale and 
Arthur Gold. His "Divertimento" for a small orchestra was made into a balle t 
for the ballet society last J anua ry. He has written songs , cantatas , suites, 
com,positions for solo instruments and for ensembles, bal l et music and a full sym­
phony . 

Nopnand ]!ockwood 1 41, was born in New York C:i ty but gr ew i-ip in Ann Arbor , 
Michigan, where his father was a member of the music depa rtment facul t y . He 
sta rted composing when he wa s six. After gradua tion fro m the Unive rsity of 
Michigan in 1924 he went abroad and studied for a winter with Resp ighi at the 
Academy of St . Cecilia in Rome . He studiecl with Nadia Boulange r in Paris f r om 
1926 ·through 1928. Then in 1929 he won the Rome Prize of the Ame r i can Academy in 
Rome and stttdied there un'~il 1932. He returnecl to the United Sta tes and t augh t 
in the Mus ic Dept of Oberlin College. He won a Guggenhe im Fellowship in 1942 
flhich was renewed the .next year . Since 194\ 4 he ha s been t eaching Composi t i on 
and Theory at Columbia University and at Union Theological Semi na ry . He i s Chai r ­
man of the Music Group at Yaddo 1 in Saratoga, N. Y., a member of the Boar d of 
Directors of the Amerj.c an Composer Alliance. Ee won the Swift Prize for orche st ­
r a l work , t he G. Schirmer prize f or choral wor k. He wa s commiss ione d by the Alice 
M. Di tson Ji"'tmd to compose an opera "The Scarecro1v" for which his wife , Do r othy 
Lockwo od , wrote the l ibretto . Among hi s other works are symphonies , sona,t:rns , ar ­
r angements and adap t ions of folk songs , str:lng quartets and more than f ift y songs . 
His works have been played by the Budapest String Quartet, t he Chi cago Symphony 
Orchest r a and the Cleve l and Symphony Orches tra ; hi s cho ral wo1rks have been pe r­
fo rmed by Robert Shaw and the Coll egla te Chorale, the Westmins ter Cho i r , t he 
Ha.rvard Glee Club and many other choirs. He is marr ied and live s i n New Yo rk . 
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