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61 Gorham Street 
Cambridge , Hassachusetts 
January 3 , 1936 

Ur. ~dwin R. Embree 
President , Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Hy dear Sir : 

At the suggestion of Dr . Charles s. Johnson 
of Fisk University , I write to inquire i f there is a pos­
sibility of my obtaining any assistance from the Rosen­
wald Fund , to enable me to continue my graduate studies 
in English at Harva r d Uni versity during the coming semes­
ter. 

Hy case is that of a teacher who , in an effort 
to meet the requirements of the North Central Association, 
has let his enthusiasm run a little ahead of his judgment. 
To be more specific , I agreed to spend this year in fur­
ther study on my doctor ' s degree, although I had been at 
the University of JUchigan in 1933-34 . This was done in 
an effort to cooperate with the president of my school , Dr . 
Charles ·r,. Florence, of Lincoln University in Missouri . 
As the end of the first semester approaches , I see that 
I was guilty of an enormous financial miscalculation, and 
that I shall be unable to continue in school the second 
semester unless I am fortunate enough to get some aid. I 
am entirely on my own resources , since the General Educa­
tion Board has not been including Lincoln University i n 
the list of schools to which it gr ants teacher fellowships . 
There is some hope that this situation will be soon cor­
rected . 

Hy A.B. and A. M. degrees are from Harvard Uni­
versity (1925 and 1926 respectively) . I spent the year 
1933- 34 at the University of Michigan. During the current 
semester here at Harvard , I have devoted most of my time 
to the extra courses in philology required . If I am able 
to continue my work this year , I expect to begin work om 
my thesis in ·February. 

It may not be out of place for me to state 
that I am interested in creative writing , and was fortu­
nate enough to t i e for the first prize in the short story 
contest conducted by Opportunity in 1928 . At that time , 
Er . Harry Hansen, one of the judges , wrote me a very en­
couraging letter. Although the duties of my ~osition, and 
the quest of the Ph. D degree have left me little time for 
writing, I am still ambitious to make use of the rich ex­
periences I have gained while teaching and travell i ng in 



,. 

2 

the South . 

For recommendations I refer you to l!r. c. ·,:.r . 
Florence, president of Lincoln University , Jefferson City, 
Missouri; Dr. Alain L. Locke , Howard University , ·.vashing­
ton, D. C; and Dr . Charles s . Johnson , Fisk Univers ity , 
Nashville, ~ennessee . Other references I shall be gl ad 
to furnish if you are interested. 

Very truly yours , 

~Ult (( . tk 
Ceci l A. Blue 
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lir . G..1...rl~c .;,. JO~"lE:)1. 

F! s,, Uni Vt3rsi ty 
!::1shville, Tennessee 
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Januar-.r 3, u~i6 

Dear t•r . Blue~ l h:wc roaJ >Ti.th c.uch tnter~Ht your 
lotter of J mucr-t 3. n·c ::1~t~e al.~ost 

n'.:I .funds !iv1.d.h,.bla £or 11.'i ,i. tionr..l f dloa s hlp awi:.roo tor 
t:lo co::-i.nc, ~•e~~r, but I should llke at lea,;t to o:.:.ve 701.:r 
6ppl1c~tlon r,erious conoidorotion. tould yo. be 100J 
enough to lot UG l:;;1o a t~e -ui:.;ount t:.int if;.,,tlld t,o nccoE;sucy 
to see yo1, t:irough t:ia ye~r Q..'l,! 1.:iet'!lor you ht.ve ti.ny 
de:fin t te a.ssur n:ice tm. t you will bo uble t.o receivo yv11r 
doct or' :, dogreo l f you cs-m re.:l.'..ln c. t Hervnr.l Jurtn~ t he 
no-;,r;t se-:;ieot.er, 

Uni'ortunctc.i.y, :r c:.noot. lwL.i oui. cr ... ch 
!lvt10 t hut ~e ·1ill b-3 aol.1 t:::> ,.cs!.st y,.>u, but lf j:)U .,ill 
lot u ~ have th.r: ird.'orz:it..tlon I c ·~ nt loat:t i;ivo yDu & 

;>rot!pt decision. 

lkr. Cecil A. Blu~:'.?~~~ 1"'" 

s1 Gorfiw;:- srreet' 
C:i.mbridtlo, lit:tsMcbuoet ts 
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Negro Fellowshi~s 
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ACCOUNT APPROPRIATION No. 55- ~6 

NAME OF STUDENT Caci l Blue 
~11.J!l!'I -·ij,.~ •-•1 i~~:,, 

ADDRESS 6l Go.t:h1ctm St:caet, 

CP.mbr id"'e 1 Mass. chuse t ts 

INSTITUTION lfar vo.rd Unive.c,:;lty 

RECOMMENDED BY 

STATEMENT OF OFFER 
ERE to Mr! Blye, 1L21L32: 
"I h~u the h2112. • :tQ inf QI:l'J ;'lQY that ~oy huve been a ,nrded s. 

fellowshi n or zr 1.~n t.- ln- u t d of ~50-:) f r or., t bu Julii.is. I\osemml d 

1''11n ~.- tt 

. 

AMOUNT OF OFFER ~l300 PAYMENT DATES Jan. :-;;1 1 A.:lr . ll June ] 

CHECKS PAY ABLE TO CE2il Blu~ 

TIME PERIOD OF OFFER 

APPROVED BY 7/J. .d t , AUTHORIZED BY ~ 

PAYMENTS 
DAT E EXPLANAT ION AMOUNT DATE EXPLANATIO N AMOUNT 

• 

,f\'\<c, 

.... ~'i ~ 
)I" 
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J~uacy 21, 1936 

.De!!r :lr. :Slue: I h:we the honor to lnf<>r .. ; you tlut 
1ou h11v a been r~"".'...;r..1~d. ,, fBllo.tsh l.o 

or gr ant- in- a i d of ~3:J : .. r.,o th2 Ju.!.ii..s Ro.sen.;~ 1.: .F-u;J . 
I wish t':le f.!t<;;•,i c.1uld h~",e bee..n for .:.1 bi.:;b.or '···ou..,t 
l-Jl1t : trust. th~s, wi U1 the .:,t,'1er r~Eourc,3s :-.t, ~our :!:s­
_poaal} -;ill m1:1.lce l t po3::;ible for ::.:,u t,;> c::i::t?lete your 
9::.-esent 11orl at Ibrv3.rd. I .!i63i.l!CD tl-u,t "!,he pren ");lt 
S:c'"'lester .. 1.11. en!lble y m t , • .., ... 1 :"...u 7.:,:.1:=- r'.Y u~ r~'l ·'.:H'.t 

ln r,3sidenc~ "n:i t.hc>.t t~-e thcsi.r ':':1.y 1-),. ;,r-t>s~:-.-::.c i ·.t 
your convcni.ence •u1-.1 outsl,!1: of resid~"lce~ ;.t ·.m;· r .::,tw 
fo inn~inr; thi~ grBnt 1: muut !::!.k::? it cler~r th.~t thte .:.:; 
the totsl •unoi.mt ~h•.ch =~7 be eJC)ect::i<l fro.:; t his i\mJ. 
Our present fello\'!!?nip rrc:f:IO'.:rces <, r e !"O li· 1 t .1~i t:1:: t 
we are ~hv~ to mc.ke O?lly c m!~] l con t:rib1.: ti ~nr .;(.lld .: r:l 
no t d,le t·, r,_;'e{it our .s;n:~te " ) ~'"'-ve1 ' :1:ii.•: ;.n .. ls. 

I a.;;_ c!lcloetng t1 .:'.!.r~~t .!..:st~llm-mt 
of the grant in the form :lf a ch.;1ck :or ~100. !f ~.r-r~o­
c:.ble t o you , tha rel!l?.!.lluer "'ill oe ;.c:hi. i:1 check::. of 
Fi..:~iltir tr.oun t on .. .i)ril l tt!lJ. J un 1 l of this yecr. 'Xe 
consider it <m !10::1or to b e c~csocla teJ r;"'.th t he coo ti.nu~­
tion or your 4dv~nced studies . 

v .-~ry truly yours, 

EE.J:Gf EDWIN 

Ur rec, 1 Bl i.e 
6 res~~-a:,. 1 2~ ~ ~ 
C:.iJllbridge, Uassachusett-s 
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L!r . Ed.win R. Embree 
Pr esident , Juli us Rosenwald 
4~01 Ellis Avenue 
Chi cago , Illinois 

Dear Sir : 

61 Gorham street 
Cambridge , Uass . 
January 13 , 1935 

Fund C~ 

B 
Thanks fo r tne consideration which you gave 

my letter.and fort.he prompt reply. Unfortunately , 
I must correct an impression wnich t.he letter gave 
you: that there i s a possibility of my receiving the 
doctor's degree from Harvard after another semester . 
I wish that were so . On the other hand , I shall be 
just getting my tnesis under way , and as you n o doubt 
know , there can be no certainty about the length of 
time that will be required to write a thesis satis­
factory to the committeeo There will also be the ex­
amination after tnat . However , once I get it under 
way , I intend to work at it assiduous l y . 

I n the nope that t.he information wnic.h I have 
given wil l not prejudi ce my case , I answer your second 
question . I shall oe able to complete t ne year at 
Harvard on four hundred dollars . If you are dispos -
ed to help me , this amount , or any fraction of 1t ,will 
be great l y appreciated. 

Very truly yours , 

~- tf. ~ 
Cecil A. Blue 
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To 

r . _Ceell Blue __ _ 

61 Gorhru.:. Str eet 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 
Payment Voucher No. 

Date 

:?809 

Fi.rot p:;..ymcn'.:. on !'ellowsb1p gr:inte::l l/:>l/Jo-5 - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - ,'!1100.00 

Ck. IJ.4804 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by Checked by 

!Jl!G 

Appropriation No. 

Posted by 

Debit 

$100. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Mr . Edwin R. Embr ee 

61 Gorham Str eet 
Cambridge , }!a s s. 
Febr uary 1, 1 936 

Pr esident , Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Ill inois 

Dear Mr . F.mbree : 

At the fi r st oppor tunity I have had since the 
receipt of your last l etter , ! wri t e to express my sin­
cerest appr eciation for the f ellowship of three hundred 
dollars from the Julius Rosenwald Fund which you have 
gr anted me . Coming as it did whi l e I was busy with prep­
aration for the semester examinations and term papers , 
it was a source of much encouragement to me . 

I begin the second semester's work tomorr ow . 
For the fact that I shall be abl e to undertake that 
work , I have you and the Rosenwald Fund t o thank . I a s ­
sure you that I shall strive diligently to justify the 
confidence which you have thus placed in me . 

The arrangement described in your l etter is 
entirely satisfa ct ory . 

Gratef ully y~!. ', 

~ a-,~ 
Cecil J\,(Blue 



H ARVARD UNIVERSITY 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUS ETTS 

61 Gorham Street 
Apr il? , 1931') 

Mr . F.dwin R. Embree 
President , Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 F.l lis Avenue 
Chicago , Ill i nois 

Dear Sir : 

Fearing that mail sent to me 
f r om your office may have miscarried , 
or that there may hav e been some over­
sight , I write to inform you that I 
have not received the second install­
ment of my grant , which you sai d would 
be payabl e on Apri l 1 . 

I hope you will not consider 
me importunate in writing this l etter . 

Very truly you~,
1 

~ tl · f~ 
Cecil A. Blue 

I\?R 1.4 \<alt- _ 

-/·----.i 



April 9, 1956 

Dear Mr. Blue: Thank you for calling our at­

tention to the fact the.t you 

failed to r eceive t he second install~cnt of your 

grant . This was, of course, an oversight. Untor­

tunt!t ely, I cannot oend. the chack t oday bacuuse 

both ~ . :fubree and Miss .ElviJge &.re out of the 

city . It ~ill, however, be malled to you UonJay 

morning, air mail, special delivery. 

I hope your failure to 

receive the voucher hae. no t inconvenienced yol.1 too 

much. 

APR t4·\93& 

Mr. Cecil A. Blue 
SI""'norliam Street 
Cambridge, Maesacwsetts 

Very truly yours, 

Secretary to ~r. Embree 



l"OIOM taa Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

Mr. Co~il Blue 

61 Gortlem Street 

4901 Ellis A venue 

C HI CAGO 

rl r •, •r- • • ''SH'g wu11UL.A11 · ...-
Payment Voucher No. 87CM 

D ate April 14, 1 ,Z:6 

aecou! payment on fellow~hip {lt"onted 1/tl/5 G - - - - - - - - - - - ~100. 0 0 

Ck .. f,0704 ~ 

Accounts Appropriation N o. Debit 

Negr o Fellowships 55-26 c100. oo 

/\PR 14 i936 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



April 29 , 1936 

Dr. ~dwi n R . Embree 

President , Julius Rosenwald Fund 

4901 ~llis Avenue 

Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Dr . Embree: 

According to the plan offered by you , and which 

I agreed to , I am to receive the last installment of my 

grant from the Rosenwald Fund on June 1 . With some dif­

fidence I write to ask if it will be convenient for 

your office to pay that final installment now , rather 

than a month hence . · The big item in my expenses now is 

the final tuition installment of one hundred dollars . 

I had been under the impression that this fee would be 

due at the end of the semester,but find now it is due 

April 30 . The dean of the graduate s chool has given me 

ten days of grace . I expect to be able to take care of 

my living expenses until June 8 , when I return to teach 

at Lincoln University . 

As I have said,! make this reques t hesitantly . 

And if the change of plan would mean any inconvenience , 

I should prefer to make other arrangements . In any event , 

I should like to hear from you . 



lhy 1, 19M 

Dear M.r,. Blue: I 9Jll glad to enclose our check 1n 

the :imount o,.: O!lP. ?Junjrea Jollars 

(-"100~00) , ~ioal payrrent on ou?" .fello ship ~1nt. 

, e un.Jerst·rnd th:it thls will cov~r JOU?" !lnal tuition 

ln~ti.lll:.ent a:1d that JOU are inn position to Cti?"e 

for yo•.::.r living c:o;:po:lses u.'ltil June 6, r.t ~'lhich ti~~ 

you r.111 ret.t!rn to your teec~dnc:; post. 

Our good wish~s ~o ... 1th you !'or 

s~ccooc in your cbosen rork. 

Very t ruly yours, 

Mr. Cecil A. IO..ue 
61 Corfiafu Street • 
CtL:lbridge., Mass~.c~satts 
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Julius Rosenwald Fu.C;,i-:;,• -\~lim 
4901 Ellis Avenue ,_, ' f\Jnfr 

CHICAGO 
To Payment Voucher No. 

Date llay l, 19tG 

61 Gorham Street 

Final ~~ent on f~llowship grc.nted l /fl/56 - - - - - - - - - - • - ...e100.oo 

Ck. #15542 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negr o Fellowships t100.oo 

• 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

MVG Comptroller 
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