CREATIVE WRITERS - WHITE SOUTHERNERS

1, Jack Conroy (Group 1) I've thought a long time about this one, not wenting

2. Braiperd Chepey (Croup 1) Another top-flight performer of whose talemts there
can certainly be little doubt from any quarters.

He proposes a thoroughly interesting stery.

- 3 Harisn MoCagy Simg (Oroup 25) This lady is Grade-A, Her references are tip-top,

and her plan of work most impressive, ler previcus
novels seem to have dome feirly well, though she is not too well kmown among the
professionels. She must be given serious attention,

Apide: Isn't it a pity that the element of need
can't figure in some of these cases. Mmmﬂbym.uwﬁumh.
ete. be bracketed with Cheney and Conroy, but compare their incomes! She's in
God's pocket. Her husbend makes 3,000 & yesr, and she does $1,600. She is
esteblished, as writers go. The others sre even betbter known by eritics, but
they have dealt in less marketable goods.

4+ Bobert Rsmpey (Group 1) Ramsey 1s THE first novelist of this sessom, He is cute
)mumummnmm. "

He was discovered and first published by Jack Comroy
No later than this week (March 9) he was erediting Comroy with his start. Dut
that is neither here nor thers. Ramsey, in my opinion, cen have any literary
grant or fellowship he aske for at the moment, Jonsthan Deniels and many like
hin have gone down the line for the boy,

I figure that he's "in®,

5. B4 Bell, (Group 25) A4 thoroughly interesting project by & gifted writer., It
will be hard to deny him,

For gheer readableness Bell's work is hsrd to mateh, He
bolongs with the A-group.



GRADE 4 - Continued

6. Stetson Kenpedy (Group 64) The fact that Stetson Kemnedy wes selected for the

s

1.

2.

Cracker Country volume of the American Folkways
Series is enough to put him in & high bracket. That is a good series, and many
well-known writers were serapping for the commissions to do varicus volumes.

His other accomplishments indieate little, but his
references are all poople who demand respect.

I rate him e very strong contender.

Frank Eppse Goodwyn (Group 1) The folks down around Austin are certainly high

on this epplicant, He must be good. But he is
plainly not ready for suech competition as Cheney, Conroy, Ramsey, or Kennedy -
on the basis of the achievements he cun show to date., The publications he
lists seem to have been brought out by "vanity publishers®. Maybe this is unjust -
since some great books have been published at the author's expense - but one
would have to read the books themselves to remove the stigma that such publiecetion
is inclined to give. (After The Devil in wag read, the following comment
was made: His book iz better than I guessed!

Perhaps "promising” is the word for this writer.

GRADE B

May Jugtug (Group 1) Miss Justus is a first-string writer of children's books.

Her project, however, is hard to judge. A professional
in the textbook field might be able to say whether or not the reader she has in
mind is needed. I should think that only assurance of considerable use would
Justify the preparation of a reader, But if the book is to be done, it would
be hard indeed to find a betler person then Miss Justus for the job.

Personally, and non-professionally, the plan seems to me
aglender one on which to hang this appliecation. I suspect it eould be done in
three months by one who has worked this field as long as Miss Justus has.

Harry Herrison Kroll (Group 1) An older writer of established reputation. What
good it would do him at this dete to sleep on the

beds that shareeroppers sleep on and to eat thelr food is a mystery to me: he

has already done several intimate books on the personal lives of such people.
Some of his books have been made into movies. I suppose most steady, comfortable
writers sometimes get the notion that they'd like te rough it and "get

‘auy from it all®, but this man is a puszsle. He's doing fine where he is. He'd

only get lumbago and shorten his days if he carried out his project. Moreover,
he has already written three times the book he proposes.

That he is a first clags writer is obvicus.



SRADE C

1. Thomes Bypd Ham (Group 1) Tom lam iz the only romsnticist (not ecounting Owen
Dodson) among your serious contenders. He is going
to write & juley, readable, optimistic historicel nowel. It is go % be
published with & beng by Maemillen (grand old makers of best selliers), and it
is going to be sold to the movies for thirty times the fellowship money., This
h?‘WBMM'&h‘.Ntmﬁmtﬁtmtb'lmmthm
ain't

: Hum is speeking for the blue bloods. The rest of
your applisants, oddly enough, ave on the side of the ™o 'ecunts®., But dirty
overalls don't fool Ham; he knows good stock.

s I'm going to read Ham's book, but that's
because I enjoyed (God forgive me) "Gore With the Wind", Still I doubt that
he's "on our side", as it were. -

He's made & go of everything he's tried, including
his first attempis at creative writing, No books yet, but srticles in The Hersury
and Headers' Digest tell the story.

2. Josish Welker Bsneroft (Group 25) Mr. Bameroft, like seversl others ameng the
spplicants, has very big eyes. He plans to
tose off a trilogy.

In this partioculsr competition, however, he's
Just snother litile man,





