
RL 194? 

Name Byron Li:>slie Burfo:re , Jr. 

Grn(lunte !.sir!.::;t .. nt in Art, UniverBi ty or Iowa 
330 l,ocky Shore Ror. ·,, Iowa City, Io~e 

Field: Art- Pa.in ... ,ing 

Plan of Work 'l'o achieve the ability to paint in c~ mann~r combining a~;rong plM:itic 
and form..tl quttlities with cert~i~ int~llectual, emotton~l nn~ iceologi cal 
overtones . 

Requests grant for one year beginni~ September 1947 

Personal Data Bor n J ackoon, Missi1Hr!.c t, July 1920 
Marri,..,d 

Undergraduate Work Uni varsity of Iown, B. ¥ . .A ., 191,..? 

Graduate Work Uni versity of Io~a , 1~46 - ( orkin.g on M.F., .) 

Age: 26 
Draft Status: 1- ::: 

Di ec~rg~~ Voter8n 

Experience Stu·lant, University of Iowt. , 19]8- 42; U. S. Army, 194?..- 1,,f.; , Grnc:uvte 
Asgiet$nt, Univers1ty of Io~a, Sept~mb'Jl' 1946- , ~900. 

Accomplishments E:xecutfld murt'l SFA Houston, Miss; Hura:. Io~n- City Hi~h School; Tript;rcli 

References 

Trinity fpisoopaJ. Church, Ion Cit7; exhibi ted in 48 Sbt<.?s 1,'ura.l Cont1•~t, 1941; 
Ch1c11t.o Art In~titute, 1943; Metro;,olitrn li~seum, Ne~ York, 1343; Cor coran 
Gall .. rtes, f."ashington, D. C., 1942; First Pt•ise Io, a St~te F&ir, 1946, Utica , 
Naw Yor.i<., 1946, .All- Iowa Fxhibit:!.on, 1942, Big Tan t.xhlbition, 1942; J.fomphi s 
Biennial. Exhi bition, 1946, J r>CKE-on Art .'\asoci '.1tion; 1941, 1942 , ' 43, 145, 146; 
atudi ~d with Gr~mt llood, Emil Ganeo, Fl etchor Martin, J t'<i.n Ch,;.rl ot, Philip 
Guston, Stunrt Edi~, J run~s Lochs..n ~nd Raurice L~nsansky. 

Philip Gu5ton, °f',shington University, c'.t. Louis , illssouri 
J runcs Lcch::.y, University of Iowc. 
Stuart Ee.le , 11 " u 

Humbert Al brizio, " n " Budget Summary 
1ester D. Lotitc:13.n, " • ft 

Mauricio Lesan3ky, 0 M " Total Amount Needed •2150 
From Applicant _.!22. 
From Fund -.2000 

AMOUNT GRANTED 





PUZ ASE RETURN 
TO 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUN 

If awarded a Rosenwald Fellowship, my plan 

would be to use the assistance in developing my painting , at­

tempting to achieve a synthesis of formal and ideological 

values . The general problem, achieving this synthesis , 

is somewhat the same that Picasso resolved so successfully 

in his 11 Guernica11 mural - naturally I would attempt to resolve 

it in a personal manner. I believe that undivided con­

centration on the probl em would speed greatly my process 

of learning. I have lived nearly all my life in the South 

and f eel very deeply about many problems that are concen­

trated there, but the great danger of painting under such 

motivation is the temptation to paint in a literary, illus­

trational , or II social-consci ous II style. Conversely , the 

temptation to the artist in avoidin~ the literary style 

is to paint purely formal expressions which are meaningful 

only in a plastic sense , with no intellectual, or ideological 

overtones , creating in effect another 11 ivory tower " school . 

My project would be an attempt to combine formal qualities 

with a sincere expression of my Reaction to the South 

in a manner which would make the paintings meaningful to 

laymen as well as artists . There is a narrow field in the 

arts where t his synthesis is to be found , and nearly all the 

other fields fall off into the other antipodal categories . 



I would like to be economically able to 

concentrate my energies for a period of time in 

trying to find some satisfactory solution to the 

problem. I have been trying to achieve such a solu-

tion for the past few years but the Army and teaching 

have made such inroads in my time that I have not been 

able to work the way I should like . I would plan to make 

a combined field trip and residence in the Deep South 

for several months , Louisiana, Hississippi , and luabama, 

where I ·would build up a reserve of sketches and informa­

tion , and then spend the rest of t he year (probably at 

Iowa City) trying to extract all possible meaning from 

my observations and sketches and to formalize t his 

meaning in a series of paintings . 

As for t he use of the results of my study , 

exhibition is the only feasible method of using such 

work. I intend to be a painter and to work at it per­

manently , and I prefer not to have to teach but practical 

necessities will probably dictate such a course for a 

time at 1 east - I feel ho1:rever that a year1 s concentration 

on painting would be of inestimable value to me at this 

time . 



Lr'TTIT"' OF RFFF.Iti. HC! 

Byron Leslie Burforo, Jr. 

Mr. Philio Guston, Teacher or Painting, ashingtou Oniver61 ty, St. Louis 

Mr. £urford is unreservedly to be reco end•d tor 

this fello ship. His ork is solidly b6.sed on the post. yet I .kno'l that 

11 ne is alven this opportunity to •dig• d eper into his native 

11l!.lterial, his ork will emeree as outstanding end origin.al . His ork 

at present is noted for its seriousness, painting GUalltiee and very 

mature organizution. To my mind he is one or the • 1.mport&l.nt" new artiste. 

Mr. James Lechay , Assistant Frofesso1· of Art, State UniTereity cf Io.-a 

I am recommencing • Burford aa • man of talent, 

in<dustry, and GI"• t pr omise. He ill execute his responsib1llt1ea 

under a Rosen~ald f ellowship with honor. His contribution to the •orld 

of pe.intin& rlll, I think, be or no lit tle im~or tnuce. Hie conception 

is utronet amd his color unusual. He _.ill use his tello~Mip to t,reet 

odvcntoge. 

Kr , Stuart Edie , Asaia tent Proteesor ot Art, Univerai t y of I o1r& 

If Byron Bur!'or 18 grant. a fell~ehip I can 

aaeure you thst be woula cake the boat possible use of it. He 1e 

int,lli,eat, talentea nnd unu5u:J.l.ly industrlou.~ . 

llr. Humbert Ahido, .l.ssistant r ofea or in Sculpture, S~te UcdTersity 
of I owa 

Byron Burford1s plan of ~ork for the Rosenwald 

Fello ship, to mo is a very intelligent and orthy on to pursue . 



Letters or Reference - Byron Leslie Burf ord, J r . - 2-

He is a serious &nd competent rti&t. Hio ork is personal, sensitive 

'nd plastic in conce t . He bua exhibited in local and national sho~s. 

I feel confident if g1Yon the Roaen,'&.ld Fel lowship 

llr . Burford has the personality and the er ative nbb.ity to mcke a 

notev.ortby contribution in th field of pd:ntin&. It is ci. ploacur~ to 

recommen hi.JI f or the Fcllo~ship and hope h ill be given every con­

sideration. 

Mr. L~ster D. Longma.n, Head of the Art ~~~~rtment, Stvte Univereity of 
Io1ra 

llr . Burford states the problem very well, and in "fif1 

opinion, is cepable of c rrying it cut inc manner the.t ill. ettr~ct 

serious cttention in th rt orlc ond might slso inter at a wider 

audience. 

I might also ~~d that, if r . Burford is not awarded 

the follottehip, I 1'1ill. prooobly u.lto him e full- time member of our staf'. 

Yr , M3uric1o Le. ansky, Department of Art, Sto te Uni verei ty ot I o\'ia 

I have read Byrcn Burford •~ pl cn or ftOrk . I have a 

gJ"e t deal of confiaenc in Burtord. He i s~ stron ~orker. Be is 

exceedingl y sensitive to modern esth tics. I ~orkcd with him for a 

.. !ule nnd I obtnrved that he kw.s an zing equilibrium between pure 

oath tic& and his subject matter. He under8tande t he peychologicnl 

r elationship bet11e•m the object and the space he hnnales very 'flell. 

Ro knows hilt he t.ant s to ao end in ch ,.roblem h sets for himse,li, 
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he goes right to the point. 

He ia young ond very impassioned nth tirt. The 

fact that he ia a stron sor kor plus the other quul1tie I h~v• 

men~ioned make me feel thtt ~ll he neecs is the ch~nce of e Roaenwe.id 

Fello ship to au ent his tn.1ning. He will alee a coed artist in 

t.m~ricc •s esthetic future . 

Since I receiv d th Curu;enheim Fellowship twice 

myself, I feel th the is the kind of artist to have this opportunity . 



REPORT OF PROGRESS (JUNE 1 47 'rHROUGH DECEliBER 1 47) 

ON ROSENl:iALD FELLOWSHIP 

Last summer (1947) I made an extended field trip 

through l•!issouri
1 

Arkansas , :ussissippi , Louisiana, Alabama, 

Georgia, Northern Florida, South Carolina , North Carolina, 

and Virginia. Since most of the driving was cJ.one off of 

principal thoroughf eres ana. I made no attempt to malce short­

cu ts , the total distance covered, including sidetrips, was 

approximately 6000 miles . :ry connection with the Rosenwald 

Fund ·was of great service to me , if only because it served 

as an open sesame in seeing many people and bei ng 

allowed to visit many ploces which mi ght have been less 

accessible to me as an indivi dual . 

I made no attempt to complete any paintings while 

traveling - instead I filled several large sltetchbooli:s 

with c1rm-rings and studies of reference material which I 

augmented by taking photographs. I spent much time talking 

to people along the way , visited at various colleges such 

as Tuskegee I nstitute , Alabama Polytechnic, etc . and 

tc1.lked to artists and writers like Hedding Carter, Eudora 

';Tel ty , Robert Gwathmey , Alexander Brook, and others . From 

all this I amassed quite a volume of ideas , impressions , 

and graphic material of an authentic quality that is 

inestimable to me in my type of painting. 
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Since ElY return to Iowa City I have been working 

from the ma.terial I f;athered on the trip . I feel I have 

made considerable progress in my attelf.pt to distil some 

meaningful plastic images from total impressions and in 

c.bandoning an illustrational concept , for a more rewarding 

formal expression. I am at present beginning a series of 

large canvases in which I sense a definite step f orward 

in my painting. Due to the more experimental nature of 

my recent work, I h eve repainted or abandoned as many can­

vases as I have kept as finished, because my purpose at 

this time is not to 11 make pictures" but to learn to paint, 

but since my return in September I h ave completed nine 

oil paintings, four gouache paintings and several drawings 

and prints. I have been for tunate in being able to re­

ceive criticism of my work from artists in residence i n 

Ioua City such as James Lechay , Stuart Edie, I-1aurice 

Lansansky , Humbert Albrizio , Ulfert \Jilke, which has been 

very valuable to me . 



J anuary 14 , 1946 

Dear Mr. Burford: Your fellowship appli-
cation has been r ecei ved 

and appears to be i n good order . We gr eatly 
prefer not to have unsolicited l etters or 
recommendation since we hnve a special form 
for r ecei vi ng confi denti el su-,temant s. I will 
get i n touch wi th Mr. Guston di rectly from 
this of f i ce . 

Cnndidates i n the f i el d 
of pai nti ng are judged for us by a j ury of 
national l y known painters who meat somet ime in 
March of each year. When the date for this 
year ' s jurying has been definitel y est ~blish~d 
I shall get in t ouch wi th _you. 

Sincerel y yours, 

WJWAM C. HAYG000 

WCH:rfl 

Kr. / Byron ~J.~··f,2;or~d~~---~•, 
330~ ocky ~ re Road 
Iowa City, Iowa 

\ 
\ 
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PLAN OF WORK IF AWARDED ROSENWALD EXTENSION 

If awarded an extension on my present Rosenwald 

Fellowship I would intend to make another field trip in 

the South as before since the trip is a real impetus to 

paint as well as a source of subject matter. However I 

would concentrate on a smaller section of the Deep South, 

Arkansas , Mississippi , Tennessee, Alabama and Louisiana 

since these sections were most profitable to me on my last 

trip . .• in a smaller area such as this I would be able to 

cover the section more thoroughly and stay longer in one 

place when I so desired. As before I would not do any 

painting in situ but would gather material from which to 

work. I believe that this is the most profitable method . 

I learned much last summer in techniques, where to look, 

the best media in which to sketch, ond the value of 

photographs as reference material , end other details which 

1.-muld make a similar period of research more rewarding . 

In regard to the actual painting, I would intend 

to continue painting in my present oirection ..•• attempting 

to streng th.en the formal qualities . I also intend to a.o more 

in the way of technical experiments with different media, 

in gouache , clear water-color, silk- screen , and various 

graphic methods of dra,ving, in relating the means to the 

expression. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

Application for Renewal of Fell owship 

Application for reappointment should be filed by February 1 1 1948. 

Please attach nine copies each of a report of progress under your grant, and of 
your plan of work for the coming year. 

Name in full Byron Le s lie Burford , J r . 
----'-------

Present address 103 Templ i n Pa r k Iowa Cit y , I owa -------=-----------

Permanent address 6 20 Chi ck a s aw , Jacks on , __ M~_s_s_i_s_s_i -'--p.;__p_i ________ _ 

FIELD OF INTEREST _ _ P_a_i_n_t_i_· n __ g __ 

Concise statement of plan of work I desire to continue t he devel opment 

o f my pa i nting . . I would p l an t o do my r esearch f or mat e ria l on a 

field trip simila r t o t.he one I co ,1p~eted l ast summer . I will 

a ttempt to s trengt hen the emotional ouali.tie s of tb.e pa i n t mngs 

while str engtheni n2: end a1=velopi ng t he fornal c111ali ties . 

Institution you wish to attend X 

Present status of work toward your degree, if any ______________ _ 

M. F . A. completed Aug . 4 7 

Under whose supervision will you work? will be abl "' t o receive cri ticism 

Stua r t Ed ie , Maur iceLasansky , J ame s Lec '1 ay and oth.~rs . 

Will any time be spent i n field work? If so, how much, and where? Sum.mer 'Nil l 

be s pent i n Deep South , Miss ., La., Ar k ., and Te nn . 

I 



-2-

If you do not plan to have an institutional connection, how do you propose to spend 

Painting . .. ! will have R tenuous personal ''institutiona! your time? ______ _____________________________ _ 

connection vv' i th the Univc rsity as I am able t::> use t heir f acilities 

and to receive criticism on a personal basis from ~he faculty . 

ti 1? ,Tune 48 .• .Tune 49 For what period are you req~es ng a renewa . _______________ _ _ 

Are you applying for a fellowship elsewhere? 

- no 

If so, please give details . 

Publications since you were awarded a fellowship . (Title, date, place of publi­
cation) Exhibited : 
~ti i ~t~t/ I owa State Fair , 1st Prize ; Mi s sissippi Art Assoc , l st 

Prize ; Annual Six States Exh., 0maha ;Munson- Pr'.)ctor Institute , Buff a:bo 

N. Y.; u. of 1:1imnesota ; Art Centers a t DubuElue , Ia , Decatur , Ill ,, 

and Bloomington , Ill . , .i-.R El the So1ltheastern Artists Exhibit , and 
t .!le Memphi s Biennial , Memphis , Tenn . 

? depends on outcome of 
Do you plan to return to your former position . app lic a ti::m .. if denied , wo ul d 

Ref erences (List references, at least three, from whom conf'idential informati~11 

may be obtained concerning your work under present grant) 

1
_/Dr . Lester D. Longman , Head Art Dep ' t , State u of Iow~, Ia . City 

✓Stuart Edie , % Art Dep ' t , SUI , Ia City , Iowa 
2-- --------------- --- -----~--- - --- -------
~ Robert Gwathmey , ~Cooper Union Art School , New Yor k , N.Y. 

3. _ _________________ ____________________ _ 

1- J ames Lechay ,% Art Dep 1 t , SUI , Iowa City , Ia . 
Budget est:fnat e 

Room and board _____ ______ _ _ $"7,·ap:>r ox 
Clothing -i.n.c-l n di"1:- b@bf.~ 's 

~J2200 
~, lr$6 ( 
~-100 
.··300 

Insurance • - - --------- - ----
x~ ~ x~i els , Jl':rames 

Transporta ti on&rf"""i""~,-:1l="d....-tt,.,r:1:-:1:,i1:1p- - - ---­
Mi scellaneous 

Total amount needed 
Amount applicant can provide 

Amount requested from Fund 

.~ 200 
· 200 

0 3100 

_ see note below 

2000 

* income ~ill vary accor i ng to sale of pa i ntings , prizes ,. and number 
of stories ana articles my wife sells . ' 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Byron Burford 

Dr . Lester D.LOngman, Head 
.Art Depart ment 
State University of Iowa 
I owa City, Iowa 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

Committee on Fellowships 

REPORT 

Mr . Burford has profited greatly by the work done on the 

Rosenwald Fellowship this past year . He has made some excellent 

drawings and paintings , and I believe has justified your confidence 

in him. I hope he may be given an opportunity to continue another 

year , since I know he could prof it by fur ther travel and sketching 

in the South . This would gl.ve him a splendi d chance to gather much 

f i rst hand material for his painting. Itwi ll also be desirable from 

OVER 



our point of view, since we hope to have him in the future as a 

permanent staff member . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Ye s 

Signed..... . .~. ,(9 .~ ............ . ... ........... . ....................... ·- ..................... . 
Positionor TitleHead ___ of __ the __ Art __ Department., ___ Sta te __ University __ of __ Iowa ______________ _ 

Address _______________ Art __ Building, __ Iowa _ C 1 ty 1 ___ Iowa ·········--··-··········-··-······-········-···-·-········-··-·--····· 

.•••••••.••••. ···························-·····--------------------------------------------------------------___ Date ___ February _ l 7 , __ 19 48 ____ _ 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4961 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Byron Burfor d 

Mr . J a.mes Lechay 
Ar t Department 
State Oniversit y of Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

- ' 
.1. 

REPORT 

::·. •• •:: ,_.,- ' . .., 1·eport , arid I heartily approve 0f' 

Committee on Fellowships 

I have read Mr. Burf'ord ' s report, and I heartily approve of 

his plans . 'I'b.e fellowship has been of unestimable value to him 

during the past year, and I am certain a renewal of the fellowship 

woul d give him the opportunity to complete his work. 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed___________ __ _ _ ______ ___ _ __ _ _/4 <> :-z-_ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ ____ _ _______ ___ ______ _ 

Position or Titl ____ Assistant __ Pr ofessor __ of __ Art--··········--·-···-····----------···············-·-------·------------· 

Address •... State __ Uni ver si ty __ of __ Iowa , ___ Iowa __ City, Iowa·-----·······-····--········-··············--········ 

......... -..... -................. --.... -.... ___ .... -............ __ .. __ ................ _ ..... _ ... ____ ... __ ....... Date_ .... ___ . ___ ... _ -·. _____ . __ ... __ . _ ......... _ -···. 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



May 6, 1947 

Dear Mr. Burfdrd: It is a pleasure to inform you that you 
have been sel ected by the Committee on 

Fellowships of the Julius Rosenwald Fund to recei ve a grant of 
Two thousand dollars ($2, 000) for a t wel ve- month period to 
entilue you to do a series o~ paintin~s ksed on Southern themes. 

It is understood that this award is for 
current .:ork and unless such work is begun before January l, 
1948, the grant will automat icaiJ.y lapse. I want to point 
out the fact that the funds i ncludea. in t his awar d are not 
subj ect to Federal Income Tux. 

whether or not you 
of the Commit tee ' s 
incl ude only those 

WC.fhen 

ffill you please let us know, a t once, 
can accept t he fellowship? b.n announcement 
sel ections nil soon be made , and it can 
from whom accept ances have been received. 

Sincerel y yours, 

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOD 

U.r. pyron Lesl ie !Burford, J .... r • .. ~ -·-~·•-"· 
330 ~ocky Shore Road 
Iowa 'Ci t y , Iowa 



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA CITY 

DEPARTMENT OF ART 

-~r . 'illit J ,.., . TI' ._[o t 
~ir cior .or -e~ 0¥s ir 
Zuli1.1s 'osen clcl :-und 
4q 1 ~~;s Jv nue 
C'l-.lcr._o , -::11 . 

~ec~ ber r1 , 1946 

I u.n ritir:g in 1Je'.&lf of r . -:'"-',:m urford , 
: &inter , • ho ... , ve novn .,_ or so .e t::. ,{:; . Re is se.ri ous , 
sensitive rnd crei tive in h.iP • o ·\. . .." r ... rson I hr,ve 

ound i a to be f: -<- tlietic , int ,L .. ·Lunt FTIL fr: a keen 
se'1Re of .,, rco:rt i 011 . 

I m L °!)"'flY to re com .end l:im cs c CLndiclute ior 
the ··osen\7f ld .r ellO\ shi: . 

Very sir.cerely 

~ • 

' t 1-~~ .u1unuer .. uriz1.o 



DEPARTMENT OF ART 

THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA CITY 

1Ir . nilliam U. Hayc;ood 
Director for Pellmrnhips 
Julius hosenwald Fund 
4S01 ~llis Avenue 
Chicaco 15, Illinois 

Dear !.!r . :riaysood : 

~ecenber 20 , 194G 

?~ . 3yron 3urford is at present a graduate 
assistant in the Deparb~cnt of Art at the University 
of Iov,a . He received his bachelor ' s decree here and 
has proved himself to be one of Lhe best pa:nters we 
have produced , since I carae to the university ten 
years a6o . He has a pror:1lsin0 future as an artist , is 
intellicent , and a hard \'1orkor , bas an a.::;roeable personali ­
ty, and would make a good teacher . 

In my opinion he should receive favorable considera­
tion for a fellowship . 

Sincerely yours , 

Lester~. Long::'lan 
Head of the Department 

LDI. :ls 



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA CITY 

DEPARTMENT OF ART 

Mr . ',im . C. Haggood 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Ill. 

Dear Sir -

i-- n -
I 
I 

1-- 71-J. l -
'--L_. ___ _ 

Byron Burford is one of the most promising 
young artists I ' ve run across . He has a personal style , and 
a fine grasp of plastic values combined with a sincere con­
viction in his work . He is a hard worker and a fine painter 
and I am happy to recommend him for a Fellowshi p . 

Sin~~ 

Stuart Edie 

Jan. 4 , 1 47 



DEPARTMENT OF ART 

THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA CITY 

\,illiam C. P.:a.ggooci 
Dire ct or f or --e 11 ov1s hi ps 
Julius Roso:iwal (' ";\md. 
4901 ~llis Avenue 
Chicago 15 . I ll . 

D~e r ! :r. :fo r;.;oo<! : 

December 25, i946 . 

!yron) .1r f or&l ~s , or 1dnr, vi th r"' . • e hes 
applie ~ for e Fellows hip i"rom your fo,mciati on . I think 'he is the 
most promis ing younr.: pai.nte r e r ou ,,i he re . 1"'}ie.t he neeas , in my 
opi nion ., i s the iniependo,.co of ~tis ovn stulio v'le r e he , a.s an 
artist , be l ongs . 



DEPARTMENT OF ART 

THE S TATE UN IV ERS ITY O F IOWA 
IOWA C ITY 

i ! l l i c~ ~'" .. h~;;oo 
Director for t<'e l l owships 
J.ilius Ros~u,c.\l~ ""=.i 

Dear .r . ?aggood : 

• r . 0 , ron Bur.!'ori is tPpl y-' ng for A 1osenwe.ld Fello~·ship in paintini::; . 
I tl-.i .k his is & spl e .tiiu iflea. since Jr . rf ,.. ~s r:ore than a 
l ~ tt l e te.lf'l't'lt and pro--rl.se . 1r1s "or1 : s goo in my 
opinion, t.e aii a~· enco1 ra0 ement !Our ~on give . 

Burfor• is an ass istan+ in t}e Department of Art her~ , a position wrich 
we:~ 

0
iven him in r eoornition of his ability as e.n art·st ~na t(lsc~ero 

I an V':lr'· 
0
lai to write t. ·" .1ote to yo•;. for l'r . Burfor« e.nt I hope his 

appl ies ti on meets with s 1ccflss o 



DEPARTMENT OF ART 

l)aa.. ~ -

THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA CITY 
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA CITY 

DEPARTM ENT OF ART 

lfil limn c. Baggooa 
Direotor tor Fel lowahips 
Jul ius Rosenwal• F\lni 
4901 Ell i& Awnue 
Chioago 16. Ill. 

Dear Mr. Baggooc : 

Deoember 26, 1946. 

Byron Burf'ora 1e working With me. He baa 
•ppliei tor a f•llowa,hip trom your foun-iation. I think he is the 
most promta-1ng young painter aroun« here. What he neeia,in my 
opinion. la the iniepen•eno• of his own stuiio where he, as an 
artist, bel onge. 

Sincerely yours, 

llaurioio Ltaansky 
Aaaistant Protfesaor 



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA C ITY 

llilliaa c . Baggooc 
Director tor Fellowahipe, 
Juliue Roaenwali i\.lni 

Dear Mr. Haggooc a 

DEPARTMENT OF ART 

December 2-S, 1946. 

Jlr. Byron Burtori ia applying tor a Roaell1l'ali Fwllowahip 1n painting. 
I think thi• ie. a apleniitl iieai rinoe Kr. lfurtori showa more than a 
little t•lent am promise. Hie work ia goo• ani he tleaervea , in 11.fY' 

opinion, the .t• an• encouragement your touna&tion can giw. 

Burtora 1a an asaiatant in the Department ot Art heJ'91, a- position whioh 
,-er giwn him in reoognition ot his ability u an artist ant teacher. 

I am very glaa to write this note to you tor Ur. Burtori ana I hope his 
applioation meets with auoo•••• 

Very ■inoerely yours, 

Jameai Leohay 
Aeai■tant Profteaaor 



December 27, 1946 

Dear hlr . Lechc.y: rh.:.nk you ver y much for your state-

ment in support of the application 

which ,,ir . Byr on \ ..irf.2[d is rnaki~ for r.. Rosenwald 

Fellowship. Your l e t ter will be added to his folder and 

brought to tho ~t~ention of the Fellowship Committee. 

WCH~LC!'.f 

Mr. J ai.nes Lechay 
Assistant Profes sor 
Dt>partment of Art 
The State University of Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 

Sincerely yours, 

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOD 



December 27, 1946 

Dear 1,!r . Lasansky: Thank you very much f or your state-

ment in support of the appl ication 

which 1,1r ~ Byron ~1.1rford is making for s Rosenr.ald Fel low­

S!,ip. Your letter ... i ll be added to his fol der anci brought 

to the attenti on of the. Fellowship Com~ittee . 

V:CH: LCL1 

Mr. ~auricio Lasansky 
Assistant Professor 
Depart ment of Art 
The State University of Iowa 
Iowa Ci ty, Iowa 

Sincered!~<i 

• "",, YGooo 



Mr . Wm. Haggood 
Rosenwald Fund 
Chicago , Ill. 

Dear Sir : 

Thank you for your courtesy in giving me the 
extension. All the required material is enclosed ... the 
photos turned out like criminal identification cards but I 
did ' nt have time to get others made . 

Mr . Lechay and 1v1r . Lasansky said they had 
sent you letters and gave me the copies ... I am sending these 
along in the event the others did not write you . Guston was 
not in St . Louis over vacation and I could not get a letter 
then , but if one is necessary I can get one from him and add 
it to the f 1 le . 

Sincerely , 



Same letter to Mr. Lechay at Iowa . 

.January 21, 1947 

Dear ■r. Lasansky: I am enclosing a copy of 
\ 

Kr. ,Byron rford' ! p! an of 

work, and would appreciate At very much i f we might 

have your frank appraisal. of this oandidate• s pl an 

of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy 

contr i bution in his field. Enclosed also i s our 

confi dential r eport form for your convenience. 

WCH: rfl 
enc . 

Mr. Maurici o La.sansky 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Art 
The Uni versity of Iowa 
I owa City, Iowa 

Si ncerely yours , 

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOD 



Letter sent to: Mr . Stuart Edie 
Mr . Humbert Albti zio 

FELLOV-Jv 
January 201 1947 

Dear Dr. Longman: Thank you for your very helpful 
letter r ecommending 1Byron Leslie 

Burf ord, Jr. for a 1'147 Fel l owsh~p Grant. I am. gl ad 
to place ~our recommend~tion i n ~ur files for presen­
tation to our Committee . 

i e are wonaering ~t this t ime i£, 
upon studying the enclosed p..1..!tn of ,,ork in rou:.tion to 
the a, plicant1 3 otaer .u~lific tious, yuu c,oul a l i ke t o 
add anythi!l.g to your original statement. If so , we 
3hall be gl&d for you to use the enclo3ed form. 

WCH*BH 
Enels. 

Dr. L. D. Longm.nn 
Depar t ment of Art 
Oniver sity of Iowa 
Iowa Ci t :y 1 Iowa 

Sincerely yours , 

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOD 

William C. Ha) good 
Dir~ctor for Fellowships 
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DEPARTMEN T OF ART 

THE S TATE U NIVERSITY OF IOWA 
IOWA CITY 

February 13 , 1947 

Mr . William v . Haygood 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , 15 , Illinois 

Dear Mr . Haygood: -

I hbve rea{ Byron ) urtQfd ' & plan of work. 
I have a great ~al of confidence in Burford . 
He is a strong worker. He is exceedingly sen­
sitive to modern e$thetics . I worked with him 
for a while and I observed that he hes an 
amazing equilibrium between pure esthetics and 
his subject matter . He underst ends the psycho­
logical relationship between the object and 
the space he handles very well . He knows what 
he wants to do and in each problem he sets for 
himself , he goes right to the point . 

He is young and very impassioned with art. 
The fact tha t he is a strong worker plus the 
other qualities I have mentioned make me feel 
that all he needs is the chance of a Rosenwald 
Fellowship to augment his training. He will 
make a good artist in America t s esthetic future . 

Since I received the Guggenheim Fellowship 
twice myself , I feel thet he is the kind of artist 
to have this opport unity. 

~in erely yours , 

V p2 ~ 
Mauri Lasansky 

ML/mb 
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May 13, 1947 

t 

I 1r Mr. Burford: llr. Haygood bas referred to me your 
recent letter acceptin5 the fel l ow­

ship awarded to you earlier this month. It is quite agree­
abl e to us for you to begin ork on your project in June 
r ~ther than waiting until September. 

It is eusto.c!Ary for us to make payment 
i n monthly installments spread ovec the perlod f or Whi ch 
the award wae made , but i f you prefer another pl.an, f eel 
quite free to suge;es t. it. I shall also need to know the 
address to which your ch~cks should be mailed. Any ch&nge 
d.uring the tenure of your f ellowship should be r eported 
i u ediately so tha t you will receive your payment.swi thout 
del,y. 

Very truly yours, 

DAE: LC~1 
DOROTHY A. EL vroGt 

M4. Byr on l _for d 
330 Rocef~re &'a 
Iowa Ci t y, Iowa 
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Dear Mr . Burfo1 ' : 

Uay 21, 1947 

I shall see that your 

fellowship grant i s paid 

in t~ lve monthly install ments of $166.66, be­

ginning June 1. As you have ~uggosted, the fir st 

t hrue im-1tallments wi ll be mailed to you i n 

Jackson. Before the September l payment i s due, 

I shall expect to hear f r om you again, giving 

me the adaress to which later checks should be 

sent. 

DAEiLCU 

Mr.\ Byron 1) Burf.9J"A,~ 
330 Rocky Shore 
Iowa City, Iowa 

Very t ruly yours, 

t)OROTHY A.. ELVIOGE 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
Ur. I ~ ron L . llUri'ord, Jr. 

! 

c/ o ).. L. Burford 

620 Chickasaw 

J~oksvn, liasissippi 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
C HICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. ,3&2~ 

Date tay 21, 191,,7 

Firs t payment on f cllo ship - - - - - - - - - - tJ.66. 66 

Accounts 

\'fhi te Sout hern Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

4€rl3A 4166. 66 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
f.!r. t ron L~ford, Jr. 

620 Chickasaw 

Jackson, lllaeieeippi 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
C HIC A GO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 4006 

Date July l , l<J47 

Pa~ent on follownhip - - - - - - - - - 66.66 

ex. 131177 

Accounts 

lfhite Southern Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by 

Appropriation No, Debit 

46-l JA $166.66 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

Ck. #371.51 

Accounts 

' 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
C HI C AGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 3960 

Date .Tu.ly Jl, 1947 

Payment on fGllO Sllip - - - - - - - - - - ~6!,. 6S 

Appropriation No, . Debit 

White Southern Fellowships 46-l JA il.66. 68 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
tord, J r . 

Jackson, M1s~1sa1pp1 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH IC AGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date September ,o, 1947 

Payment on fellowship - - - - - - - - - - 16 -..66 

Ck. l 37~5 

Ac-counts Appropriation No. Debit 

White Southern Fellowships 46-l JA tJ,66. 66 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

1cm 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 
Vn-. \Byron ~ ~ford, 

c/ o ht part·:1(:n t 
U~iV3~Dity or Iowa 

o.z:. City, Io~a 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

Jr . 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. ~12.3 

Date August 29, 1947 

Paym1nt o,l fellowship - - - - - - - - - - - - - 16 . 66 

G ·• 37310 

Accounts 

V'hite Southern Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

46-lJA $166. 66 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH IC AGO 15 

To Payment Voucher No. 
Jr. 

Date Ootober J~. 1947 

Pa,Y1:1ent on fel or;sb..:.p - - - - - - - - - - - 166.,68 

Olt • . 3757'.J 

Ac-counts 

l'ihite Southern Fellowships 

Prepared by 

lcm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No, Debit 

46-l JA tl-66. 68 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 
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To 

Ck . ~ 3770') 

Accounts 

ffhi te ~:outnorn Fe::..lov-ships 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

Posted by 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH IC AGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 41!'1'-

Date Rove:,bvr 23, 1947 

t- I I ()\! SH! S 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

46-l.3A i160. 66 

Comptroller 



',:hi le on my field trip through the 
south this summer I tRlked to Robert Gwrthmey who 
su~geste, that I should apply for an ext ension 
of my Fell owship , and I a:n i nouirin"" ::>bo11t the 
mAtter at this time . Dr . Lester D. Longman of 
Iowar U. has told me that he wo11lc b"" glad to sponsor 
mv rene•·ral . 

The work under u,.e Fellowship h.as 
been very stimulatins t'.) me , especially t he trip 

this l ast su".:L~er , an I feel that I have ~ade a 
7 r eat c eal of progress . I v1as lucky enoug;, to win 
t wo first prizes and to get i nto several shows 
with t he paintings I have done . 

I run not f Pmi liar ,.-,i th t he pro­
c ed~r es involved i n apol y ing for an extension 
and would appreciate some i nformation on the 
ma'tt eE . 

lo3 Templin Park 
ro··a Cit y , Iowa 



Dear ill' . Burford: 

December 18, 1947 

In answer to your letter of Dec~aber 16, 

I run glad to enclose herewith a set of 

the necessary blanks for a renewtl fJl'ant. As you will notice 

we ask that nine co~iea e~cn of a r eport of progress under 

your grant together with a plz.n of work for the collling year 

be attached to the applice.tion. ffe shr.ll cppreci.:.ts it,, if 

you vill return the completed a,,plication fG soon as possibl e , 

but not l nter than Febrqary l. 

Sincerely yours , 

~U? 
For the COJllllittee 
on Fellowships 

\ 

\ 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 4589 
14r~ Byron L. Durfo,.A T-

Date "" 
l 03~t empl 1n Park 

Docem~r 19, 191,..'1 

Iowa City, Iowa 

Payment on fellowship - - - - - - - - - w - - ~166. 66 

Ck. IY7834 

Accounts 

Whi te Southern Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

46--13A $166. 66 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
Mr. on L. Burford, Jr . 

103 Templin Park 

Io• City, Io•a 

Accounts 

White Southern Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by Posted by 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 4701 

Date January 3.0, 1948 

FLU \..., 

Appropriation No, Debit 

46-lJA Jl 66.68 

Cred it 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
1....I "Yt-011 :::)urrord, Jr , 

l 0.'.3~mpl1n Park 

Io Ci ty, !oti-a 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
C HI C AGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 41 .. 29 

Date ebnuu·y '2.7, l 9A8 

FELLU~ 

Paym nt on fellowship - - - - - - - - - 166.66 

Ac-counts 

Whi te Southern fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

46-l '.3! $166.66 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

To 
Mr. L t}Burford,_;r • . 

l OJ \:~~in Park 

CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 4936 

Date March Jl, 1948 

Iovra Ci ty, Iowa 

Payment on fellowship - - - - - - - - - - - $166. 66 

Ck. J.1,38261 

Accounts 

Whi te ::iouthern Fellowships 

Prepared by 
lcm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No, Debit 

46-l JA $166. 66 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A venue 
CHICAGO 15 1 

To Payment Voucher No. 

Date April ... o, 194! 

'-
mp!.in 

ro.n r.ity. Iowa 

Final payment on fellowshi p - - - - - - - - - - ~166. 68 

Ck. G38'578 

Accounts 

,hite .:>0uthern Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

46-13A $166. 68 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Byron Burf ord 

Report Requested of Mr. Mauricio Lasansky 
Depar tment of Art 
Sta te Univer sity of I owa 
Iowa Ci ty, I owa 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

W e request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

w~0 . ~~-J 
William C. Haygood 
Director Jor Fellowships 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed .............................................................................................................................................................. . 

Positionor Title ........................................................................................................................................... . 

Address ........................................................................ •··-················································································ 

................................................................................................................ Date ................................................. . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



104B RC Reappointment 

Name Byron Leslie Burford, Jr. Field: Art-Painting 

Artist 
103 Templin Park, Iowa City, Iowa 

Plan of Work I desire to continue the development of my painting. I would plan to do my 
research for material on a field trip similar to the one I completed last 
summer. I will attempt to strengthen the emotional qualities of the paint­
ings while strengthening and developing the formal qualities. 

Personal Data 

Requests renewal for one year beginning June 1948. 

Grant in 1947. 

Born Jackson, Mississippi, July 1920 
Married 

Undergraduate Work University of Iowa, B.F .A., 1942 

Graduate Work University of Iowa, M.F . .A .. , 1947 

Age: 27 
Draft Status: 

Experience Student, University of Iowa, 1938-42; U. S. Army, 1942-46; graduate 
assistant, University of Iowa, September 1946-47, $900. 

Scholarships Julius Rosenwald Fellowship, University of Iowa, 1947-48, $2000. 

Accomplishments Executed mural SFA Houston, Miss.; Mural, Iowa City High School; Triptych 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Iowa City; exhibited in 48 States Mural Contest, 

1941; Chicago Art I nstitute, 1943, Metropolitan Museum, New York, 1943; Corcoran Galleries, 
Washington, D.C., 1942; first prize Iowa State Fair, 1946; Utica, N.Y., 1946; All-Iowa 
Exhibition, 1942; Big Ten Exhibition, 1942; Memphis Biennial Exhibition, 1946; Jackson Art 
Association, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1945, 1946; first prize, Iowa State Fair, 1947; first prize, 
Mississippi Art Ass•n., 1947; annual Six States Exhibiti on, Omaha, 1947; Munson-Proctor 
Institute, Buffalo, N.Y., 1947; U. of Minnesota, 1947; Art Centers at Dubuque, Ia., Decatur, 
Ill, Bloomington, Ill., 1947; Southeastern Artists Exhibit, Memphis Biennial, 1947; studied 
with Grant Wood, Emil Ganso, Fletcher Martin, Jean Charlot, Philip Guston, Stuart Edie, 
References J runes Leehan and Maurice Lasansky. 

Lester D. Longman, University of Iowa 
Stuart Edie, n n n 
Robert Gwathmey, Cooper Union Art School, N.Y. Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed$3100 
From Applicant 1100 
From Fund $2000 

AMOUNT GRANTED 



RL 1947 

Name Byron Leslie Burford, J r. 

Graduate Assistant in Art, University of Iowa 
330 Rocky Shore Road, Iowa City, I owa 

Field: Art- Painting 

Plan of Work To achieve the ability to paint in a manner combining strong plastic 
and formal qualit ies with certain intell ectual, emotional and i deol ogical 
overtones. 

Requests gr ant for one year beginning September 1947 

Personal Data Bor n J ackson, Mi ssi ssippi, July 1920 
Married 

Undergraduate Work University of Iowa, B.F . A., 1942 

Graduate Work Universi ty of Iowa, 1946 - (worki ng on M.F.A.) 

Age: 26 
Draft Status: 1 -C 

Di sch8.rged Veteran 

Experience Student , University of Iowa , 1938-42 ; U.S. Army, 1942-46, Gr aduate 
Assistant, University of I owa, September 1946-, $900. 

Accomplishments Executed mural SFA Houston, Mi ss; Mural I owa City High School; Tri ptych 

References 

Tr inity Epi scopal Church, I owa City; exhibited in 48 States Mural Contest, 1941; 
Chicago Art I nstitute , 1943; Metr opol itan Museum, New York, 1943; Cor coran 
Galleri es, Washington, D.C., 1942; First Pr ize I owa State Fair, 1946, Utica, 
New York, 1946, Al l - Iowa Exhibition, 1942, Bi g Ten Exhi bition, 1942; Memphis 
Biennial Exhibition, 1946, J ackson Art Associ ation, 1941, 1942, ' 43, 145, 146; 
studied with Grant Wood, Emil Ganso, Fl etcher Martin, Jean Charlot , Philip 
Guston, St uart Edie , James Leehan and Maurice Lansansky. 

Phili p Guston, Washington University, St. Louis , Mi ssouri 
J ames Lechay, University of Iowa 
Stuar t Edie, tt n 11 

Humbert Al bri zi o, n n n Budget Summary 
Lester D. Longman, " n n 
Mauri cio Lasansky,n n " Total Amount Needed $2150 

From Applicant _12.Q 
From Fund $2000 

E COP'( 
AMOUNT GRANTED 
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JULIUS ROS~NWALD FUND 

If awarded a Rosenwald Fellowship, my plan would 

be to use the assistance in developing my painting, at­

tempting to achieve a synthesis of formal and ideological 

values . The general problem, achieving this synthesis, 

is somewhat the same that Picasso resolved so successfully 

in his 11Guernica 11 mural - naturally I would attempt to 

resolve it in a personal manner . I believe that undivided 

concentration on the problem would speed greatly my pro­

cess of learning. I have lived nearly all my life in the 

South and feel very deeply about many problems that are 

concentrated there , but the great danger of painting under 

such moti vation is the temptation to paint in a literary , 

illustrational, or II social- conscious II style. Conversely , 

the temptation to the at'tist in avoiding the literary 

style is to paint purely formal expressions which are 

meaningful only in a plastic sense , id th no intellectual, 

or ideological overtones , creating in effect another 

11 1vory tower 11 school . My project would be an attempt 

to combine formal qualities with a sincere expression of 

my Beaction to the South in a manner which would make the 

paintings meaningful to laymen as well as artists. There 

is a narrow field in the arts where t hi s synthesis is 

to be found , and nearly all the other fields fall off 



into the other antipodal categories . 

I would like to be economically able to con­

centrate my energies for a period of time in trying to 

find some satisfactory solution to t he problem. I have 

been trying to achieve such a solution for the past few 

years but the A:rmy and teaching have made such inroads on 

my time that I have not been able to work the way I 

should like . I 1.10uld plan to make a combined field trip 

and residence in the Old South for several months, 

Louisiana, Mississippi , and Alabama, where I would build up 

a reserve of sketches and information, and then spend the 

rest of the yea:£' (probably at Io,va City) trying to extract 

all possible meaning from my observations and sketches and 

to formalize this meaning in a seri es of paintings. 

As for the use of the results of my study, 

exhibition is the only feasible method of using such work . 

I intend to be a painter and to work at it permanently , 

and I prefer not to have to teach but practi cal necessit i es 

will probably dictate such a course for a time at least -

I feel however that a year 1 s concent ration on painting would 

be of inestimable value to me at t his time . 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Byron Leslie Burford, Jr . 

Mr . Phili p Guston 
Washington Uni ver sity 
St . Louis , Missouri 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to .. worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

lJJ J&.-a »~ 0. t+-~-=, n l 

h 

. William C. Haygood 
Director for Fellowships 



( 

~~~~~ • 
J , . ife·~ . • 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

~ - 71il 
l ~~~~~ 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Byron Burford 

Report Requested of Mr• Robert Gwa thmey 
Cooper Onion Art School 
Cooper Square 
New York, N. Y. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

Committee on Fellowships 

REPORT 

9p~r~~~ a{;-,;; 

~ ~ A", ~ ~ ~ LJ~ 
~ ~/~)~~L-~~~ 

~ /t /eJ ,,ll;; ~L ~ m./.L~. 

i.: ~4~ ,/4AR-4,J>rL,,·~7 
OVER 



~~ 1~~-
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d ~ /,,~ ~4~ ~ ✓.- JJ' 
~ ~ ~L /¼t· ~~~ L /~ 

d,,d~_ fj,,:,cA~~4-/~ 
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A-., ~ ~ Lr ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: 
/j,.:, <: d,;t, ~,.._,L/4...__~~4~ 

L~µ~. 
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving hlm opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

::::n -p~ ::::~:::::::_:: __ :::_ --:~:::L ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::: :::::::: ::: 
Address •••••• 

1 
••• W .,,.e.._,/--...• £ .<t. d ~ -················································································ 

············---"· $ ) ~ ••. ~ •• ~ M ~ ··················Date.r ~ .-./7' .. 1..£:;?..Y. ........ . 
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Byron Burford 

Mr . James Lechay 
Assistant Professor of Art 
The State University of Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

w~ C?. t l=---r,n~ 
. William C. Haygood 

Director for Fellowships 

I a::1 roconL11endins ~-Ir . 3urford an a r.ian of talent , ind us try , 

and creat !)ronise . He Hill execute his responsibilities under a 
tho 

nosennald l•cllowship with honor . nis contribution to/ norld of 

palnt::..nc v1ill , I thiruc , be of no little importance . His concepti on 

is strone and liis color unusual. He uill use h~ s fell0\7Shi '"' to 

great advantar;e . 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed. •. ··•••••· cl~······ L C ~ • •• • • • ••• •••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• 

Position .or Title ......• ic s.L s .t 9. n t .. ...:'.rD.:'.: e~ ~ ~=:: Z ................................................................................ . 
Address ..................... k.t ..•. ~c.:?ar..t.;1.::nt., .... t.he ... 3:b.tc ... Ur-.i:r.c-c.s.;..t~r .. .of ... ! o..1 .. 0, ........ ................... . 

·················· ·················io:i 10 •• .r} ·Lt;-r T •• J:.o,·m ......................................... Date ..... <,.;//1 / 11 7 ··········-··········-···-·· 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Byron Leslie Burford, Jr . 

Mr . Stuart Edi e 
Univer sity of Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence, 

w~ct-+~1~ 
. William C. Haygood 

Director for Fellowships 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? ~ 

Signed ..... ~ .. z' 6.-c, ..... ........ ...... . . .. . ....................................................... . 
Position or Title. •• ~~······~······ ••• · • ····;· ································o····:················ 

Address ••• 10~44-14-(j" .. :····:··· ... -·: . . .. ... ....... . ... &2-.. ~ 
.. ~ .. :1£..:Y.7 ..... , .. ~···········-···-·- .te ... F-it..., . ...3.., ... 1..o/.. .. '± 7 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Byron Lesli e Bur for d, Jr . 

Mr . Humbert Albrizio 
Universi ty of I owa 
Iowa Ci ty, Iowa 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. 

Your repw ;~: :tc.drl °11~1 

. William C. Haygood 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

yron u1· orJ. ':J lf'n o ' or·,. or i; e ""'oscn,. ld 
01101,.. ir, to e is t very i11telli~ • t nJ. • ort,.-..:r one to 
ursr, "e is._. s~ io,·s ~!10. co .. etent ... rti-t . is 01·\:: 

·is ., .: r-1r..l , .... ens it iv~ •nJ.. lr. ~ic i"l cf'\ncv t . 
e"'~ iuitcu i•' loc._1 .. ncl n tioml s'10 i::. . 

I feel con 'it. nt ii' '- ivl-n t o...,t::n < Id . ello, sh i n 
r vr_orcl :st D o so•r.::i.ity nut.£ cr,,.tive ... Lility to 

.10:~o c. not1.:· orthy cor1 l·riul,1 ion in t JJ . iclc1 oi pc ir.tint: . It 
is r ler. rrc to reco 1 ,nd • ... i or tl,1t; :-eL O', s1.i <-11u hot>e 
• ... e ,.ill !JC [iven every consiue ·., ion . 

OVER 



• -

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it clifficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15', Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

Byron Leslie Burf ord, Jr . 

Dr . L. D. Longman 
University of Iowa 
Iowa Ci ty, Iowa 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

w ~ou1-0. ~i""~ 
. William C. Haygood 

Director for Fellowships 

I have already eent a. re coruenda tion for. 'ir . Burford; ..-· 
but , after readiJ:ltr"11is proposed plan ... ~ ~mrk, I would like 

to add ~ r: hcar~ove 2f,..stt -:"" He states the 

pr oblem. very v,ell and , in my opinion, is capable of carryinc 

it out ::.n a r:1.anner t .. at \'li-1 attract serious attention .:.n 

the ar t wor ld and 11.icht also interest a wider audience . 

I micht a l so add that , if ,,Ir . Burford is not aYmrdod 

the fe l lowship , I v:ill pr obably mal::c hir.i a full - tl::10 r:iembeOVER 



of our staff . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

. -/ +- 4~ 
Signed .......... ~ .......... • ... 1~~ ............................................................................................ . 
Position .or Title.... .ad ... o.f ... t,:;:ic ..... \z:>.t .. ~e~r,.t...~.nt.,.. . .'.11.ho ... ..:;.tra.t.Q. .. J;n;i..v: -±•S•i•t~ .. o.f.. .. J..-0;;•,a. 

Address .................... h.X'.t ... -?.JJ.:i-.11ins~ ... 1'b.o.. ... ~tFAtr:_ .. V.n.iv.~.r.§.ity_ .. Q.f .. J.Q:w..1.., ... Iox:a .. .C.ity_~ .. .lo,-:a 

................................................................................................................ Date .... Januory .. 23 , .. l :JA. 7 ...... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Byron ~eslie Burford, Jr. 

Mr. Robert Gwathmey. Instructor, Cooper Union Art School, New York City 

I just met Byron Burford while at a Cultural Conference 

in Iowa City. We had several sessions at which I saw his work and really 

began to feel that I lmew the man and the painter. I'm convinced they 

were both one and this sor t of fusion is of utmost importance . La.st 

SUllliller, while in Nort h Carolina, I agai n had the pleasure of spending 

several days with him at which time we di scussed his t r ip and went over 

his several sketch books . He is a fine artist, a good and intelligent 

workman, and he is fortunate in having a father who is an advanced thinker 

though born and bred in Mississi ppi. He is a white southerner who has 

enough feeling to give his r eason full character. I consider him to be 

a really exceptional candidate. 

Mr, Stuart Edie, Assistant Professor , Department of Art, University of Iowa 

Byron Burford has made excellent use of the Rosenwald 

Fellowship and would make excellent use of a renewal. He is certainly one 

of the most talented of the younger American painters . He is also one of 

the hardest worker s . 

Dr. Lester D. Longman, Head, Art Department, University of Iowa 

Mr. Burford has pr ofited greatly by the work done on the 

Rosenwald Fellowship this past year. He has made some excellent drawings 

and paintings, and I believe has justified your confidence in him. I hope 

he may be given an opportunity to continue another year, since I know he 



Letters of Reference - Byron Leslie Burfor d, Jr. - 2 -

could pr ofit by further travel and sketching in the South. This would 

give hims splendid chance to gather much first hand mater ial for hi s 

painti ng. It will also be desirable f r om our point of view, since we 

hope to have in the future as a permanent staff member. 



LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Byron Leslie Burford, Jr. 

Mr. Philio Guston, Teacher of Painting, Vwashington University, St. Louis 

Mr . Burford is unreservedly to be recommended for 

this fellowship . His work is solidly based on the past yet I know that 

if he is given this opportunity to 11dig" deeper into his native 

material, his work wil l emerge as outstanding and original. His work 

at present is noted for its seriousness, painting qualities and very 

mature organization. To my mind he is one of the "important" new artists. 

Mr. James Lecha_y, Assistant Professor of Art, State Universit y of Iowa 

I e.m r ecommending Mr. Burford as a man of talent, 

industry, and great promise . He will execute his responsibilities 

under a Rosenv,ald Fellowship with honor. His contribution to the world 

of painting will , I think, be of no little importance . His conception 

is strong and his color unusual. He will use his fellowship to great 

advantage. 

Mr . Stuart Edie , Assistant Professor of Art, University of Iowa 

I f Byron Burford is granted a fellowship I can 

assure you that he would make the best possible use of it. He is 

intelligent, talented and unusual ly i ndustrious . 

Mr, Humbert Ah'_izi o, Assi stant Professor in Sculpture, !'ti:.te ui'1iver :~it:, 
of Iowa. 

Byron Burford1 s plan of work for the Rosenwald 

Fellonship, to me is aver~ intellibent ~nd ~orthy one to pursue. 



Letters of Reference - Byron Leslie Burfor d, Jr . 

He is a serious and competent arti~t. His work is personal, sensitive 

snd plastic in concept. He has exhibited i n local and national chows . 

I feAl confident if given the Rosem·ald Fellov.ship 

Mr . Burford has the personality and the creative abi l i ty t o rr.ake a 

notev.orthy cont ribution i n the f iel d of pai nting. It i s a pl easure t o 

recommend him for t he Fellowship and hope he will be biven every con­

cideration. 

Mr . Lesj;!J}'_ ~ Lo_n~, Head of the Art tep&rtment, State University of 
I o,-;a 

Mr . Eurford st ... tes the problem very well, end i n my 

opinion, is cavable of ce.rryi.ng it out in a manner that v.ill attr act 

serious attention in the art ~or ld enn might also interest e wider 

audience. 

I might also add that, i f Mr . Burford is not s.warded 

the fellm·1ship, I vrill pr ob,bly make him a. full- time member of our staf'. 

Mr. MaEFJSJ.Q.....L~~~lcz, Department of Art , St ate Universi ty of I owa 

I have reed Byron Burford I s pkn of \''Ork. I have a 

gTe,t deal of conficence in Burford . He is a strong ~orker . He is 

exceed.ingly sensi tive to modern esthetics . I Viorked with him for s 

v.hile and I observed that he has en amazing equilibr ium betv:een pure 

esthetics and his subject mat ter. He understands the psychol ogical 

r elationship between the obj ect and the space he hanol es very well. 

He knows what he T:ants to do and in each problem he sets for himself, 



Letters of Reference - Byr on Leslie Purford, Jr. - .3-

he eoes right to the point. 

He is young and very impassioned v·i th art. The 

fact that he is a strong worker 1;lus tbE: other qualities I have 

mentioned make me feel that ~11 he neecis is the chance of s. Rosenwald 

Fellowship t o augment his trs.ining. He will n:ake a good artist in 

A~erica •~ esthetic future . 

Since I received t he Guggenheim Fello\'oship tv·ice 

mys£lf , I feel that he is t he kind of artist to have this opportunity . 



If awru"d.e<i a.71 extensi on on my prF1scnt Rosenue-J.d 

:-'clloi:;ship I would intcmd to r:wJ-:.e nnother f'iel d trip 1.n 

the South as t--efore since the t1 .. 1p 1 o f1. recl 1mpetU$ to 

priint ns t:ell as o. sou?-ce of cub j ect n.-,tto:r. . Ho~mv~1-- I 

'!.10ttlo. concentrate on a smtll cr eec.tion of ".:he Deep .3.ou th, 

Arl:ansaa, L1cs1 soippi , '11ennessee, AlabGJiJ.n l:i.nd !..ouiGiona stn9e 

these oections ".-:ere r:ioet prof1 te.ble to me cm my la.st trip •.• 

1n c. smru.ler area sucl: ns thio I would he Pble to cover 

the nee tlon more thoroughly and stay lonrrer in one place 

ub.cn I oo dosired. As beforo I ,-rould not clo any pa1nti ng-

1n oit1.1 but 1.rould. gather m.o.tericl. from ,m1ch to work. I 

believe thpt this ia th" most prof1 tnblG method., I learned 

tlt..tnh l.ast snnmer in tcohnic,ueo, where to look, the best 

I!l.cdia 1~n uhich to 8ketch, end th~ v "llue of photoc;re.pha 

eo reference mo.ter1al , Md other details which would make a 

oimilar period or reeearch more revard1ng. 

In l''ega..rd to the a.cturu. pai nting. l 1"~1:tld intend 

to continue pa1nt1ng in my present.direction •••. atte~pting 

to strengthen tha formal qualit1es. I also inte-na. to do more 

in the "rmY of technical e:x:per1r.ionts ui th dif1'e.1..,ent mod1a, 

in gou.:).che, cloe.r water- color, silk- screen, o.nd various 

graphic cethoda of dra.trinr;, in rela ting the means to 

the expression. 



!!' Zl'.llU. • e!l nn er.tension on r>.U/ ~r11s '1ti Rnoennnld 

FellDH£bip I ~uld !.nt;'\nd to ~nk.a : noth~r field tt--1.j) 1n 

I.he Eout:i an be:f'or.e u,..nc(J the t1'lp ic v. retl .mpotua to 

pv~n"'1. cuJ ".H:ll aa a oourco ot etflJcet :.,att'"'r. "!..io"JeV¢l .. I 

,-oul\.1 oor;.~ent1"n.ta on a s:n-iiller ,·eotion of tlle !Jeep 3outh, 

At•b:-.. n.sns , 1.i o.:z1sciJ:,p1 , 'tennoas1Je, ,i.l abnr1~ and l. . .ou:Lsinna cin~e 

t.hauc ;;;ccti.otla i.'Zi.:r.e oost p:rofttable to ~o en uy laat trip .... 

in e arJ~lcl"' are--:1 .eucl:~ aa vhio I 1:t>',ld he able to eovnr 

~he I.lee t1on no.re t11orougl~ n.nd atny lon ·er ln one ~"\1.o.nc 

zihen I oo tlOslred.. An before ! ,rould no~, do .:-ny pr~nt1nr; 

1n vi tu but ,.'O!lhl ga'ther l'.!~t~x•lcl frou rhich to \s.'0?"1t. I 

believe t.tw; 'thie 1a tl~c l!:o!Jt pi'X'f!to.ble eothod. l learned 

much li:.st su1ll'!e~ in tenhniqnos, wi1ero to !colt., ,.h, 13eot 

mooln in w!rl.oh to eketcl1, rul the value of ph.otogrnpba 

e.t rcferonce natar1,i.L, and other tleta.'\10 •.th.1ch ~oulcl mB.!.te a 

almilar poriod of re:100;;"':Ch .\lOre rev~11n';. 

In regard to the nctunl 1,u1nt1nr;. l v tr~d 1nt{~nct 

"'i;o continue painting in my prQeont. di:r."ect1on •••• attor.·:pt1nci 

to o·;;ren ~than the ror~i!. qu..31:.. tioa. I elso 1ntena to do rnor a 

in th'$ -..,rn:1 of' tochn1cnl expcritlonts w! tll d1:ffer,ont or.sd1a, 

in C"OUe,ehe~ clcs.r wa.tQ:t"'-colo:r-, a1.J.k-oorenn,_ £1.nd v.arioua 

r-~lllc mothodo or drr;.z!ng. !.n 1"0 1nt1n~ tl10 moans t-0 

the OXl)l"'OOGion. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Byron Burford 

Mr. Stuart Edie 
Art Department 
St ate University of Iowa 
I owa City, Iowa 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to .. worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

Committee on Fellowships 



I 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utili1,e his abilities? r 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 
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