RL 1947

Name Byron Leslie Burford, Jr. Field: Art-Painting

Graduate Assistant in Art, Uplversity of Iowa
330 Rocky Shore Road, Iowa City, Iowa

Plan of Work To achieve the ebility to peint in e manner combining sirong plastic
and formal quelitiss with eertaln intellectual, emotions) and ideological
evartones.,

Regussts grant for one year beginning September 1947

Personal Data Born Jackson, Mississiprd, July 1920 Age: 26
Hlarried : Draft Status: 1=C
Blechorged Vetsran
Undergraduate Work University of Iowa, B.F.A., 1342

Graduate Work University of Iowa, 1946 - {(working on M.F.A.)
Experience Student, University of Iowa, 1938-42; U.8. Army, 1942-46, Graduste

issiztant, University of lowae, September 18946-, #3900,

Accomplishments Pxecuted mural SFA Houston, Miss; Mural Iowa City High School; Tripiyeh
Trinity Episcopal Church, Iowa City; exhibited in 428 States Mursl Contest, 1341;
Chiosgo Art Institute, 19433 Ketropolitsn Museum, New York, 1943; Corcoran
Galleries, Washington, D.C., 1942; First Prigze Iowa State Fair, 1946, Utics,
New York, 1946, All-Iowa Exhibition, 1942, Blg Ten Exhibition, 1942; Memphis
Biennial Exhibition, 1946, Jackson Art Association, 1941, 1942, ¥43,'45,'46;
studied with Grant Wood, Emil Ganso, Fletcher Martin, Jean Charlot, Philip
Guston, Stusrt Bdle, Jamss Lechan and Maurice Lansansiy.

References

Philip Guston, ¥ashington University, St. Louis, Missouri
James Lechay, University of Iows

Stuart Edle, " " L

Humbert Albrisio, " . B Budget Summary

Lester D. Longman," L "

Hauriclo Lesansky,” Sy Total Amount Needed #2150
From Applicant 15
From Fund $2000

AMOUNT GRANTED






PLEASE RETUSRN
TO
1 JULIUS ROSENWALD FUN!
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If awarded a Rosenwald Fellowship, my plan
would be to use the assistance in developling my painting, at-
tempting to achieve a synthesis of formal and ideological
values, The genersd problem, achleving this synthesis,
is somewhat the same that Picasso resolved so successfully
in his "Guernica' mural - naturally I would attempt to resolve
i% in a personal manner. I believe that undivided con-
centration on the problem would speed greatly my process
of learning, I have lived nearly all my life in the South
end feel very deeply about many problems that are concen-
trated there, but the great danger of painting under such
motivation is the temptation to paint in a literary, illus-
trational, or "soclal-conscious" style, Conversely, the
temptation to the artist in avoiding the literary style
is to paint purely formal expressions which are meanlingful
only 1n a plastic sense, with no intellectual, or ideological
overtones, creating in effect another "ivory tower" school,
My project would be an attempt to combine formal qualities
with a sincere expression of my Reaction to the South
in a manner which would make the paintings meaningful to
laymen as well as artists, There is a narrow field in the
arts where this synthesis is to be found, and nearly all the
other fields fall off into the other antipodal categories,



I would like to be economically able to
concentrate my energles for a period of time in
trying to find some satisfactory solution to the
provlem, I have been trying to achieve such a solu-
tion for the past few years but the Army and teaching
have made such inroads in my time that I have not been
able to work the way I should like, I would plan to make
a combined field trip and residence in the Deep South
for several months, Loulsiana, Mississippl, and Alabama,
where I would bulld up a reserve of sketches and informa-
tion, and then spend the rest of the year (probably at
Iowa City) trying to extract all possible meaning from
my observations and sketches and to formalize this
meaning in a series of paintings,.

As for the use of the results of my study,
exhibition is the only feasible method of using such
work, I intend to be a palinter end to work at it per-
manently, and I prefer not to have to teach but practical
necessitlies will probably dictate such a course for a
time at least - I feel however that a year's concentration
on painting would be of inestimable value to me at this

time,



BEFERSNG

Byron Leslie Burford, Jr.

Teacher of Painting, Washington University, St. Louls

Mr, Burford is unreservedly to be recommended for
this fellowship. His work is solidly based on the past yet I know that
if he is given this opportunity to "dig" deeper into his native
material, his work will emerge as outstanding and original. His work
at present is noted for its seriousness, peinting qualities snd very ‘

mature organization. To my mind he is one of the "important®™ new artists,

- e am - -

Mr, Jemes Lechay, Assistant Professor of Art, Stete University of Towa
I am recommending Mr. Burford as a man of talent,
industry, and grest promise. He will execute his responsibilities
under 2 Rogenwald Fellowship with honmor. His contribution to the world
of peinting will, I think, be of no little importance. His conception
is strong snd his color unusual. He will use his fellowghip to great

advantege,

My, Stusrt Fdie, Assistant Professor of Art, University of Iowa

If Byron Burford is granted & fellowship I can
essure you that he would make the best possible use of it. He is
intelligent, telented and unususlly industrious.

- - m . -

Mr, Humbert Alrigio, Assistent Frofessor in Sculpture, State University
of Iowa

Byron Burford's plam of work for the Rosenwald

Fellowship, to me is a very intelligent and worthy cne to pursue.



Letters of Reference - Byron Leslie Burford, Jr,. -2=

He 1z a perious and competent srtist., His work is persomal, sensitive
end plastic in concept. He hag exhibited in local and nationsl ghows,
I feel confident if given the FKosenwald Fellowship
Mr, Burford has the personslity and the creative ability to meke a
noteworthy contribution in the field of painting, It is o pleasure to
recommend him for the Fellowship and hope he will be given every con-

sideration.

Mr, Lester D, Longman, Head of the Art Department, Stote University of

Iowa
Mr, Burford states the problem very well, and in my
opinion, is capable of carrying it cut in & menmner thet will attract
serious ettention in the art world end might also interest a wider
sudience,
I might also add thet, if Mr. Burford is not swarded
the fellowship, I will probably make him & full-time member of our staf.

Mr, Meuricio Lesansky, Department of Art, State University of Iowa
I have resd Byren Burford's plen of work. I have e

gre:t deal of confidence in Burford. He is a strong worker. He is
exceedingly sensitive to modern esthetlies. I worked with him for &
while and I obgerved that he hes an smazing equilibrium between pure
esthetics and his subjeet matter., He understands the psychological

relationship between the object and the space he hancles very well.
He knows what he wents to do end in each problem he sets for himself,



Letters of Reference - Byron Leslie Burford, Jr. -3~

he goes right to the point.

He is young and very impessioned with art. The
fact that he is & strong worker plus the other quslities I have
mentioned meke me feel that all he needs 1s the chsnce of 2 Rosenwald
Fellowship to augment his training. He will make & good ertist in
bperice's esthetic future.

Since I received the Guggenheim Fellowship twice
myself, I feel thet he is the kind of artist to have thls opportunity.



REPORT OF PROGRESS (JUNE '47 THROUGH DECEMBER '47)
ON ROSENWALD FELLOWSHIP

Last summer (1947) I made an extended field trip
through Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisliana, Alabana,
Georgla, Northern Florida, South Carolina, North Carolina,
and Virginia. Since most of the driving was done off of
principal thoroughfares and I mede no attempt to make short-
cuts, the total distance covered, including sldetrips, was '
approximately 6000 miles. Iy connection with the Rosenwald
Fund was of great service to me, if only because 1t served
a8 an open sesame in seeilng many people and belng
allowed to visit many places which might have been less
accessible to me as an individual,

I made no attempt to complete any paintings while
traveling - instead I filled several large sketchbooks
with drewings and studies of reference material which I
augmented by taking photographs. I spent much time Talking
to people along the way, visited at various colleges such
a8 Tuskegee Institute, Alabama Polytechnic, etc, and
talked to artists and writers like Hodding Carter, Eudora
Welty, Robert Gwathmey, Alexander Brook, end others, Irom
2ll this I amassed quite a volume of ideas, impressions,
and graphic materliel of aﬁ suthentic quality that 1s

~inestimable %o me 1in my type of painting.



Since my return to Iowa City I have been working
from the material I gathered on the trip. 1 feel I have
made conslderable progress in my attempt to distil some
meaningful plastic images from total impressions and 1n'
abandoning an illustrational concept, for a more rewarding
formel expression, I am at present beginning a series of
large canvases in which I sense a definite step forward
in my painting. Due to the more experimental nature of
my recent work, I heve repalinted or abandoned as many can-
vases a8 I have kept as finished, because my purpose at
this time is not to "make pictures" but to learn to paint,
but since my return in September I have completed nine
0ll paintings, four gouache paintings and several drawlngs
and prints, I have been fortunate in being able to re-
celve criticism of my work from artists in residence in
Iowa City such as James Lechay, Stusrt Edie, Maurice
Lansansky, Humbert Albrizio,éﬁlfert Wilke, which has been

very veluable to ne,



January 14, 1946

Dear Mr. Burford: Your fellowship appli-~

cation has been received
and appears to be in good order. We greatly
prefer not to have unsclicited letters of
recommendation since we have s special form
for receiving confidentiel statemsnts., I will
get in touch with Mr. Guston directly from
this office.

Candidates in the field
of painting are judged for us by a jury of
nationally known painters who meet sometime in
March of each year. When the date for this
year's jurying has been definitely estabiishad
I shall get in touch with you.

Sincerely yours,

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOD
WCH:rfl

lr.fgyron‘ééfford —
330§R°cky“ ore Hoad
Iowa City, Iowa



THE STATE UNIVERSITY oF lowa
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Dﬂm OF ART




PLAN OF WORK IF AWARDED ROSENWALD EXTENSION

If swarded an extension on my present Rosenwald
Fellowship I would intend to make another field trip in
the Bouth as before since the trip is a real impetus to
paint as well as a source of subject matter, However I
would concentrate on a smaller section of the Deep South,
Arkensas, Mississippl, Tennessee, Alabama and Louislana
since these sections were most profitable to me on my last
trip...in a smeller area such as this I would be able to
cover the sectlon more thoroughly and stay longer in one
place when I so desired, As before I would not do any
painting in situ but would gather material from which to
work, I bellieve that this is the most profitable method,
I learned much last summer in techniques, where to look,
the best media in which to sketch, and the value of
photogrephs as reference material, and other details which
would make a simllar period of research more rewarding.

In regard to the actual painting, I would intend
to continue painting in my present direction,...attempting
to strengthen the formal qualities, I also intend to do more
in the way of technical experiments with dlfferent media,
in gouache, clear water-color, silk-screen, and various
graphic methods of drawing, in relating the means to the

expression,
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND

Application for Renewal of Fellowship
Application for reappointment should be filed by February 1, 1948.
Please attach nine copies each of a report of progress under your grant, and of

your plan of work for the coming year.

Name in full Byron Leslie Burford, Jr.

Prosent address 103 Templin Park Iowa City, lowa

Permanent address 620 Chickasaw, Jacks:)n,_‘f-.fEississippi

FIELD OF INTERmST _ rainting

Concise statement of plan of work I desire to continue the development

of my painting..I would plan to do my research for material on a

field trip similar to the one I completed last summer, I will

attempt to sbtrengthen the emotional auaslities of

ct

he paintings

while strengthening =nd developing the formasl qualities,

Institution you wish to attend X

Present status of work toward your degree, if any

M.F.A, completed Aug, 47

Under whose supervision will you work? will be able to receive criticism

Stuart Rdie,Mauricelasansky, James lLechay and others,

Will any time be spent in field work? If so, how much, and where? Summer will

be spent in Deep South, Miss., La., Ark., and Tenn.
b 3 3 3
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If you do not plan to have an institutional connection; how do you propose to spend

your time? Painting...I will have 2 tenuous personal "institutiona®

connection with the University as I am able to use their facilities

and to receive criticism on a personal basis from the faculty.

4 4
For what period are you reguesting a renewal? June 48..June 43

Are you applying for a fellowship elesewhere? If so, please give detalls.
: =0

Publications since you were awarded a fellowship. (Title, date, place of publi-

cation) pyninited:
#1f TA¥E¢/ Towa State Fair, 1st Prize; Mississippi Art Assoc,lst

Prize; Annual Six States Exh., Omaha;Munson-Proctor Institute, Buffado

N.Y.; U. of Mimnesota; Art Centers at Dubuque, Ia, Decatur,Ill,,

and Bloomington,Ill., &né the Southeastern Artists Exhibit, snd
the Memphis Biennial, Memphis, Tenn,

demﬂhdt on outcome of
ion?
Do you plan to return to your former posit FoTio Tt ed ot d

References (List references, at least three, from whom confidential informti@u
may be obtained concerning your work under present grant)
/Dr. Lester D. Longman, Head Art Dep't, State U of Iows, Ia. City

YStuart Edie, % Art Dep't, SUI, Ia City, Iowa

3“" Robert Gwathmey, %“Cooper Union Art School, New York, N.Y.

K James 'fecn.ay,c*’ ATt Dep't, SUI, Iowa City, Ia.

Budget est
Room and board "’$""i“ap:)ro:>: $2200
Clothing dneluds R bgb’y i l‘&e (
Insurance 2100
xTuitdony Aprt Materi ials  FErameg '.'T-’%OO
Transportationzfield txrip 29200
Miscellaneous 200
dhez Y Y
Total amount needed * $3100
Amount applicant can provide ______ __see note helow

Amount requested from Fund L2000

* income will vary accor:

: ing to sale of prlqtlnv y Pprizes, , and number
of stories and articles i

my wife sells.,



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND £t
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Byron Burford

Report Requested of Dr. Lester D.LOngman, Head
Art Department
State University of Iowa
TIowa City, Iowa

\

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Committee on Fellowships

REPORT

Mr. Burford has profited greatly by the work done on the
Rosenwald Fellowship this past year. He has made some excellent
drawings and paintings, and I believe has Jjustified your confidence
in him. I hope he may be given an opportunity to continue another

year, since I know he could profit by further travel and sketching

in the South. This would give him a splendid chance to gather much

first hand material for his painting. Itwilll also be desirable from

OVER



our point of view, since we hope to have him in the future as a

permanent staff member.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and

hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? Yon

Signed ,_é'éz <. %

Address Art Buillding, Towa City, Iowa

__Date. February 17, 1948

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15 / :
(A
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

; n Burford
Name of Candidate Y700 Burfor

Mr. James Lechay

Art Department

State University of JTowa
Iowa City, Iowa

Report Requested of

The abovenamed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

ol 3 o - 7] = == R H e =
'.'s report, and + heartily approve of

Committee on Fellowships

REPORT

I have read Mr. Burford's report, and I heartily approve of
his plans. <he fellowship has been of unestimable value to him
during the past year, and I am certain a renewal of the fellowship

would give him the opportunity to complete his work.

OVER



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Date

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



Dear Mr, Burfdrd: It is & pleasure to inform you that you
have been selected by the Committee on
Fellowships of the Julius Rosenwald Pund to receive a grant of
Two thousand dollars ($z,000) for a twelve-month period to
enable you %o do. aLsariosﬁdf paintings. based on Southern thenea.

It 18 understood that this award iz for
current work and unless such work is begun before January 1,
1948, the grant will automstically lapse. I want to point
out the fact that the funds included in this awerd are not
subject to Federal Income Tax.

Will you please let us know, at once,
whether or not you can accept the fellowship? 4An announcement
of the Committee's selections will soon be made, and it can
include only those from whom acceptances have been received.

Sincerely yours,

WCHsen WiLLiaM C. Haveoop

Kr. syron Leslie}Burford__J;_}ﬁw
ocky Shore Foud" SRR
Io!a City, Iowa

AR TR R R




THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF [OWA
IOWA CITY

DEPARTMENT OF ART

December 21, 1946

Ve, William €, Haggood
Direetor for Fellowship
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellig fvenue
Chieego, Ill,

=3

Dear Mr, Haggood:-

I sw writing in beXsalf of Mr, Byron Buriord,
sginter, whom I have known for some time, Fe is serious,
sensitive and ereative in his work, A8 & person I have
found Lim to be sympathetic, intelligent end has a keen
ense of perceepiion,

'a el ‘:}

I an happy to recomnend him &s & esndidete dor
the Rosenwald Fellowship.

Very sineerely

Aforenibics ) Bl o

Hombert Albrizio



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

IOWA CITY
DEPARTMENT OF ART
December 20, 1946
we el
e
— — l ——— -: -
Mr., William C. Haygood mei_w-_ﬁum_.___J_“_*___Fﬁ_
Director for Fellowships | | t

Julius Rosenwald Fund ! e 1 o
4801 Ellis Avenue
Chiecago 15, Illinois

Dear lNr. Haygood:

Mr. Byron Burford is at present a graduate
assistant in the Department of Art at the Unlversity
of Iowa. He received his bachelor's degree here and
has proved himself to be one of the best painters we
have produced, since I came to the university ten
years ago. He has a promising future as an artist, is
intelligent, and a hard worker, has an agreeable personali-
ty, and would make a good teacher. :

In my opinion he should receive favorable considera-
tion for a fellowship.

Sincerely yours,

oz I g,

Lester U, Longman
Head of the Department

LDL:1s



" THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

DEPARTMENT OF ART

Mr. Wm., C, Haggood
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Ill,

Dear Sir-

IOWA CITY

Byron Burford is one of the most promising

young artists I've run across. He has a personal style, and
a fine grasp of plastic values combined with a sincere con-
viction in his work, He is a hard worker and a fine painter

and I am happy to recommend him for

a Fellowship.

Sincerely,

%fﬁ%f
Stuart Edie

Jan. 4, v47



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF |OWA
IOWA CITY

DEPARTMENT OF ART

\‘f,,af"‘ December 25, 1946,

William C. Haggood
Director for Pellowships
Julius Rosenweld Tund
4901 RBllis Avenue
Chicago 15, Ill.

Dear lir. Haggood:

%yron \3111_-_1‘01-& is working with me. He has

applied for a Ea-lowsﬁifﬁﬁ*ﬁ??%ur foundation. I think he is the
most prombsing voung painter around here. What he needs,in my
opinion, is the independence of his own studio where he, as an
artist, beloengs.

Sinecerely yours,

F

/
Vaurficio Lasansky //
Assistant Proffessor
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY

DEPARTMENT OF ART

)
Williem Ce-Hagzood
Director for Fellowships
Julius Rosenwald Tund

Dear Mr. Haggood:

Mr. Byron Burford is applying for & Rosenwald Pellowship in painting.

I think this is a splendid ides since MNr. %;;QQ;j,ghpws more than =a
little talent and promise. His work is good and he deserves, in my

opinion, the aid and encouragement your foundation ean give.

Burford is an assistant in the Department of Art here, a position which
was given him in recognition of his ability as an artist and teacher,

I am very glad to write this note to you for Mr. Burford and I hope his
applicetion meets with success,

Very sincerely yours,

M /6(: (
James Lechay
Assistant Proflfessor



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF lowa
IOWA ciTy
DEPARTMENT oF ARt

Dean Seee
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THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
IOWA CITY
DEPARTMENT OF ART

December 25, i946.

William C. Haggood
Director for Pellowships
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chiecago 15, Ill,

Dear Nr. Haggood:

Byron Burford is working with me. He has
epplied for a Pellowship from your foundation. I think he is the
most promising young painter around here. What he needs,in my
opinion, is the indepsndence of his own studio where he, as an
artist, belongs.

Sincerely yours,

Mauricio Lasansky
Assistant Proffessor



THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF lowA
IOWA CITY
DEPARTMENT OF ART

Williem C. Haggood
Director for Fellowships
Julius Rosenwald Fund

Dear Mr. Haggood:

Mr. Byron Burford is applying for & Rosenwald Fellowship in painting.
I think this is a splendid idea since Mr., Burford shows more than &
little talent and promise. His work is good and he deserves, in my
opinion, the aid and encouragement your foundation can give.

Burford is an assistant in the Depertment of Art here, & position which
was given him in recognition of his ability as an artist and teacher,

I am very glad to write this note toyouforllr. Burford and I hope his
application meets with sucocess.

Very sincerely yours,

James Lechay
Assistant Proffessor



& ELLOWC

December 27, 1946

Dear Mr. Lechay: Thank you very much for your state~
ment in support of the application
which Mr. ?yroﬁ §g§ford#%§ making for a Rosenwald
Fellowshipi Your letiter will be added to his folder and
brought to the attention of the Fellowship Committee.
Sincerely yours,

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOD

WCH 1 LOH

Mr. James Lechay

Assistent Professor
Department of Art

The State University of lowa
Iowa City, lowa



Decenber 27, 1946

Dear Mr. Lasansky: Thank you very much for your state-

ment in support of the application
\ \
which Hr% Byron Hurford is making for a Rosenweld Fellow-

e e 31 VTIES]
)..\' R e

ship. Your letter will be added to his folder and brought

to the attention of the Fellowship Committee.

SinceriﬁﬁﬁgngynD

JXEe g 14 g.‘c Hﬁ‘fﬁﬂog
WCH: LCH

Mr. Hauricio Lasansky
Assistant Professor
Depsrtuent of Art

The State University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa



: !
ekl Ve e ],
§ ! i an 8, 4?
At Iowa City, Ia.
330 %M
Mr, Wm. Haggood ° ‘

Rosenwald Fund e i e
Chicago, 11, l; ‘ \ ¥

Dear &ir:

Thank you for your courtesy in giving me the
extension, All the required material is enclosed..,the
photos turned out like criminal identificatipbn cards but 1
did'nt have time to get others made,

Mr., Lechay and Mr. Lasansky said they had
sent you letters and gave me the copies...l am sending these
along in the event the others did not write you. Guston was
not in St.Louls over vacation and I could not get a letter
then, but if one is necessary I can get one from him and add
it to the file,

Sineerely,

(fyron ;urford

/




Same letter to Mr. Lechay at Iows.

o -.-,(\\‘(3 il
L O
235

January 21, 1947

Dear Mr. Lasansky: I am enclosing & copy of

Mr. iayro:}urardt s plan of

work,and would appreciate t very much if we might

have your frank appraisal of this candidate's plan
of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy
contribution in his field., FEnclosed also is our
confidential report form for your convenience.

Sincerely yours,

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOD

WCH:rfl
enc.

Mr. Mauricio Lasansky
fgsistant Professor
Department of irt

The University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa



Letter sent to: Mr. Stuart Edie
Mr. Humbesrt Albrizio

“ELLOWSHIPS

Janwary 20, 1947

Dear Dr. Longmen: Thank you for yocur very helpful

letter recommending iByron Leslie
Burford, Jr. for a 1947 Fellowship Grant. I am glad
to place your recommendstion in Sur files for presen-
tation to our Committse,

e are wondering at this time if,
upon studying the enclosed plan of work in relation to
the applicant's otuoer guwalifiesticns, you would like to
add anything to your original statement. If so, we
shall be glad for you to use the enclosed form.

Sincerely yours,

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOD

HOH*EH ¥illiam C. Haygood
Encls. Dirsctor for Fellowships

Dr. L. D. Longman
Depariment of Art

Oniversity of Iows
Iowa City, Iowa






DEPARTMENT OF ART

THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

IOWA CITY
Februery 13,1947
ey R
L ”«}LV \M_\——j—“ ‘i/",?‘"ﬂ ' 07
Mr, William %, Haygood S I
4901 Ellis Avenue _—t \ \_m“mw
Chicago,15,Illinois | \ = AT
| ‘ '\ § 55
Dear Mr. Hasygood: S [T e

I have rea Byronjgugﬂg;diﬁnplan of work.
I have a great gﬁal of confidence in Burford.
He is a strong worker. He is exceedingly sen-
sitive to modern egtheties. I worked with him
for @ while gnd I observed that he has an
eamezing equilibrium between pure esthetics and
his subject matter. He understands the psycho-
logical relstionship between the object and

the space he handles very well. He knows what
he wants to do and in each problem he sets for

himself, he goes right to the point.

He is young end very impassioned with art.
The fact that he is & strong worker plus the
other qualities I have mentioned meke me feel
that all he needs is the chence of a Rosenwsld
Fellowship to augment his trasining. He will
meke & good ertist in America's esthetic future.

Since I received the Guggenheim Fellowship
twice myself,I feel thet he is the kind of artist
to have this opportunity.

binti%fly yours,
U7 AR

Mauriéfo Lasansky

ML/mb
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Lear Nr. Burford: ¥r. Haygood has referred to me your

recent letter accepting the fellow-
ship awarded to you earlier this momnth. It is quite agree-
able to us for you to begin work on your project in June
rather than waiting until September.

It is customsry for us to make payment
in monthly installments spread over the period for which
the award was made, but if you prefer another plan, feel
quite free to suggest it. I shall also nesd to know the
address to which your checks should be mailed. Any change
during the temure of your fellowship should be reported
immediately so that you will receive your paymentSwithout
delay.

Very truly yours,

DOROTHY A. ELviDeE
DALLOM 3

Jowa City, Iowa
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May 21, 1947

Dear Hr. Buriord: 1 shall see that your

fellowship grant is paid
in twelve monthly installments of $166.€6, be-
ginning June 1. As you have suggested, the firat
three installments will be mailed to you in “
Jackson. Before the September 1 payment is dus,
1 shall expect to hear from you agsin, giving
me the address to which later checks should be
sent.

Very truly yours,

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE
DAEs LCH

Hr.(Byron ozt T S
Iowa City, Iowa



Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO 15
To : 3 Payment Voucher No. 3822
¥r, gyron L. Mord Jre
| bt L - Date Hay 21, 1947
c/ o Bﬂ Le Burford )
620 Chickasaw
Jackson, Mississippi
Firet payment on fellowship o « = « « = = - - - 166,66
Cke #36968
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 46~13A $166.66

Prepared by

icm

Checked by

Posted by ‘

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To ' Payment Voucher No. 4006
#r. \Byron L.\Eiurford, Jdr.
‘ . T Date July 1, 1947
620 Chickasaw
Jackson, HMississippi compumg B N A
&ﬂ ?ﬁ- '.w-t\ - ' ¥
Payment on fellowship = = = « = = = « « $166.66
Cke #3277
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 46=134 $166.66
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
lem Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To ] 2 Payment Voucher No. 3980
£ %w—k- s
L _, Date 31, 1947

Jackson, Wississippi 5% b A G K

Payment on fellowship = = = = = = = = = $166,68

Ck. #37151

Accounts Appropriation No. . Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 46-134 $166,68

Prepared by Checked by Posted by

lem Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To Payment Voucher No. 41278
Date September 30, 1947
Jackson, Misaissippi R | WL
{ Bk YV O]
Poyment oo followship o = = = « = = w = « §166,66
Cko 127425
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 46-134 $166.66
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
lqm Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

Payment Voucher No. 4123

asr. Byron L) Burford, Jr.
;m o e Date Mguat 29, 1947
¢/o Art Departmen

ﬁaiie;aitj of Iowa

To

:_ ?* ;353

SN

2 -_*.-n

lova Clty, Iowa

Pnyﬁﬂnt ol fﬁu@w&p - e e W e eE MR a= e We e ue W 31{)’.66

By #37320

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 46-134 2166,66
Prepared by Checked by ’ Posted by ,
lem i i

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To Payment Voucher No. g6z

#r. on Ly Burford, Jr

A Date October 31, 1947
620 Ohickassw ’
Jackson, Hississippi
Poyment on feliowship o = = « « v = v « = « 2164,68

Cke #37573
Accounts ; Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 4L6=13A §166,.68

Prepared by Checked by
lem

Posted by

Comptroller













Julius

Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To Payment Voucher No.  447%
Date Novembor 2%, 1947
IWOHIPS
Paymend on fellowship = « « & = = w = w « « §166,66
Cke #37703
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 46=15k ‘51663.66

Prepared by Checked by
lem

Posted by

Comptroller




Byron Burford
! Dectls 148
Iowa City, Ia,

" ERE {3/;7 m o)
VL il

?ii?ggaﬁosenLalﬁ ungd
Chicago,' I11} ;;kf; | 7 13

CLLOVWSIH PG
SR LB LS g l]i ./

Dear Sir:

While on my field trip through the
south this summer I talked to Robert Gwethmey who
suggestec that I should apply for an extension
of my Fellowship, and I am inquirinzs about the d
matter at this time, Dr, Lester D, Longman of
Iowae¥, has told me that he would be glad to sponsor
my renewal,

The work under the Fellowship has
been very stimulating to me , especially the trip

this last summer, and I feel that I have made a
great deal of progress,l was lucky enough to win
two first prizes and to get into several shows
with the paintings I have done,

I am not familiar with the pro-
cedures involved in applying for an extension
and would appreciate some information on the
mattee.

Sihcerely,

103 Templin Park\
Iowa City, Iowa
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Docember 18, 1947

Dear Mr. Burford: In answer to your letter of Dscember 16,

I am glsd to enclose herswith & set of
the neeessary blanks for a renewal grsnt. As you will notice
we ask that nine copies sach of a report of progress under
your grant together with a plam of work for the coming year
be attached to the application. We shall sppreciste it, if
you will return the completed application gs soon as possible,
bat not later then February l.

Sincerely yours,
Y

For the Committee
on Fellowships

Yr. FEon j
103 Temy! .
Iowa City, Iowa

& L



Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To : Payment Voucher No. ;sg9
liryg Byron L. ¥y
. | Date Deceuber 19, 1947
103 Templin Park
Iowa City, Iowa
Psyment on fellowship = « = = = = - - (166,66
Ck. #37834
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 46-13A $166,.66
1 [ ———
Prepared by Checked by I Posted by ’
Lew Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To i Payment Voucher No. 4701
e, ?’:m _LO_-."IMfard’ Jr. :
L AR SR S — Date Jwry 20 » 1948
103 Templin Park
Iows City, Iowa
Payment on £6 lowship = o = = = = = = ~ $146,68
Ck, #37968
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 46-13A §166.68
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
lem Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund
: 4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To Payment Voucher No. 4829
Date Pebruary 27, 1948
Jowa City, Iowa o e B I G

Payment on fellowghip « o « = « « = « « §166.66

Ck. #28117

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
White Southern Fellowships 46-134 $166.66
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
lom Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To Payment Voucher No. 4936
Mr. L« } Burf Ol‘d’ Jr
s Date Harch 31’ 19‘8

103 plin Park
Iowa City, Iowa —i 1

Payment on fellowship = « = = = --w e 166,66
Ck. #38261
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
¥hite Southern Fellowships 46-13A $166.66
|

lem

Prepared by Checked by E Posted by I

Comptroller




Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To % ; Payment Voucher No. 5050
Mrd Byvon L.\ Barderd,
1 e Date April 30, 1948
102 Wemplin Park .
Iows City, Jowe oot L OWOrin e

Final payment on fellowship o « = = « « « « =« « 2166,68

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Fhite Southern Fellowships 46=13A $166.68
Prepared by Checked by ' Posted by }
lem Comptroller
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND A /I 7
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship -

Name of Candidate  Byron Burford

Report Requested of Mr. Mauricio Lasansky
Department of Art
State University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Qe & = qeed

- William C. Haygood

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

e e

Position or Title. .o et T80

___________________________________________ Date

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



1948 RC Reappointment s

Name Byron Leslie Burford, Jr. Field: Art-Painting

Artist
103 Templin Park, Iowa City, Iowa

Plan of Work I desire to continue the development of my painting. I would plan to do my
research for material on a field trip similer to the one I completed last
summer. I will attempt to strengthen the emotional gualities of the paint-
ings while strengthening and developing the formsl qualities.

Requests renewal for one year beginning June 1948.

Grant in 1947.

Personal Data Born Jackson, Mississippi, July 1920 Age: 27
Married Drait Status:

Undergraduate Work University of Iowa, B.F.A., 1942

Graduate Work University of Iowa, M.F.A., 1947

Experience Student, University of Iowa, 1938-42; U. §. Army, 1942-46; graduate
assistant, University of Iowa, September 1946-47, $900.

Scholarships Julius Rosenwald Fellowship, University of Iowa, 1947-48, $2000.

Accomplishments Executed mural SFA Houston, Miss.; Mural, Iowa City High School; Triptych
Trinity Episcopal Church, Iowa City; exhibited in 48 States Mural Contest,
1941; Chicago Art Institute, 1943, Metropoliten Museum, New York, 1943; Corcoran Galleries,
Vashington, D.C., 1942; first prize Iowa State Fair, 1946; Utica, N.Y., 1946; All-Iowa
Exhibition, 1942; Big Ten Exhibition, 1942; Memphis Biennial Exhibition, 1946; Jackson Art
Association, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1945, 1946; first prize, Iowa Stete Fair, 1947; first prize,
Mississippi Art Ass'n., 1947; annusl Six States Exhibition, Omaha, 1947; Munson-Proctor
Institute, Buffelo, N.Y., 1947; U. of Minnesota, 1947; Art Centers at Dubuque, Ia., Decatur,
I11, Bloomington, Ill., 1947; Southeastern Artists Exhibit, Memphis Biennial, 1947; studied
with Grant Wood, Emil Ganso, Fletcher Martin, Jean Charlot, Philip Guston, Stuart Edie,

References James Lechan and Maurice Lasansky.

Lester D. Longman, University of Iowa

Stuart Edie, n n "

Robert Gwathmey, Cooper Union Art School, N.Y. Budget Summary
Total Amount Needed$3100
From Applicant 4100
From Fund $2000
AMOUNT GRANTED

&
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RL 1947

Name Byron Leslie Burford, Jr. Field: Art-Painting

Graduate Assistant in Art, University of Iowa
330 Rocky Shore Road, Iowa City, Iowa

Plan of Work To achieve the ability to paint in a manner combining strong plastic
and formal qualities with certain intellectual, emotionsl and ideological
overtones.

#

Requests grant for one year beginning September 1947

Personal Data Born Jackson, Mississippi, July 1920 Age: 26
Married Draft Status: 1-C
Discharged Veteran

Undergraduate Work University of Iowa, B.F.A., 1942

Graduate Work University of Iowa, 1946 - (working on M.F.A.)

Experience Student, University of Iowa, 1938-42; U.S. Army, 1942-46, Graduate
Assistant, University of Iowa, September 1946-, $900.

Accomplishments Executed mural SFA Houston, Miss; Mural Iowa City High School; Triptych
Trinity Episcopal Church, Iowe City; exhibited in 48 States Mursl Contest, 1941;
Chicago Art Institute, 1943; Metropoliten Museum, New York, 1943; Corcoran
Galleries, Washington, D.C., 1942; First Prize Iowa State Fair, 1946, Utica,
New York, 1946, All-Towa Exhibition, 1942, Big Ten Exhibition, 1942; Memphis
Biennial Exhibition, 1946, Jackson Art Association, 1941, 1942, '43,'45,'46;
studied with Grant Wood, Emil Ganso, Fletcher Martin, Jean Charlot, Philip
Guston, Stuart Edie, James Lechen and Meurice Lansansky.

References
Philip Guston, Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri
Jemes Lechay, University of Iowa

Stusrt Edie, .. L L,
Humbert Albrizio, " n " Budget Summary
Lester D. Longman," " n
Mauricio Lasansky," n " Total Amount Needed $2150
From Applicant 150
From Fund $2000
Yf?x!- AMOUNT GRANTED
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If awarded a Rosenwald Fellowship, my plan would
be to use the assistance in developing my painting, at-
tempting to achieve a synthesis of formal and ideological
values., The general problem, achieving this synthesis,
1s somewhat the same that Picasso resolved so successfully
in his Guernica" mural - naturally I would attempt to
resolve it in a personal manner, I bellieve that undivided
concentration on the problem would speed greatly ny pro-
cess of learning., I have lived nearly 211 my 1life in the
South and feel very deeply zbout many problems that are
concentrated there, but the great danger of painting under
such motivation is the temptation to paint in a literary,
11llustrational, or "social-conscious" style., Conversely,
the temptation to the artist in avoiding the literary
style is to palnt purely formal expressions which are
meeningful only in a plastic sense, with no intellectual,
or ideological overtones, creating in effect another
"ivory tower" school, My project would be an attempt
to combine formal qualities with a sincere expression of
my Reaction to the South in a manner which would make the
paintings meaningful to laymen as well as artists, There
i1s a narrow field in the arts where this synthesis is

to be found, and nearly all the other fields fall off

e



into the other antipodal categories,

I would like to be economically able to con-
centrate my energies for a period of time in trying to
find some satisfactory solution to the problem, I have
been trying to achieve such a solution for the past few
years but the Army and teaching have made such inroads on
my time that I have not been able to work the way I
should 1like, I would plan to make a combined field trip
and residence in the 0ld South for several months,
Loulsiana, Misslssippi, and Alabama, where I would build up
a reserve of sketches and information, and then spend the
rest of the year (probably at Iowa City) trying to extract
all possible meaning from my observations and sketches and
to formalize this meaning in a series of paintings,

As for the use of the results of my study,
exhibition is the only feasible method of using such work,
I intend to be a painter and to work at it permanently,
and I prefer not to have to teach but practical necessities
will probably dictate such a course for a time at least -

I feel however that a year's concentration on painting would

be of inestimable value to me gt this time,



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND /!
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Byron Leslie Burford, Jr.

Report Requested of  yy, philip Guston
Washington Oniversity
St. Louis, Missouri

The abovernamed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

(e C Haqeqed.

- William C. Haygood
Director for Fellowships

REPORT




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a posmon giving him opport:umty to utlhze his abilities?

Sl e SRR 7, S AT

Position or Tlt

Address.. J4 - . /4 :;Vw’

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Byron Burford

Report Requested of Mr. Robert Gwathmey
Cooper Dnion Art School

Cooper Square
New York, N.Y.

The abovenamed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Committee on Fellowships

REPORT
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 77, ,;?;3’
4901 ELLIS AVENUE f
CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Byron Burford

Report Requested of Mr. James Lechay
Assistant Professor of Art

The State University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

[t & Figed -

- William C. Haygood

Director for Fellowships

b i = S e T A . R Ty e Y 2 oy e e i T EE. LR
4 am recommenaing Mr. LDUPLIOIPG a5 a nan ol talent, 1naustry,
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ana grest pronlise. He will execute his responsibilities under a
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painting will, I think, be of no little importance. His conception

2o et o e S P 1 19 £ Yioa el a f” Yo oh
1s strong and his egolor unusuval. . He will use. lhis fellowship to
. 4 =] 4= n

great advantage.
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Bipned ]l e e e .

Position or Title stant. Professor / ...........

Address.... Arkt.Depariment...the. State . Jaiversity.of . Iova
________________________ Tows Clty  Towe . cou o0 . Date. G04/19

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Byron Leslie Burford, Jr.

Report Requested of  mr, Stuart Edie
Oniversity of Iowa
Towa City, Iowa

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

L) e C Hoxygeed

- William C. Haygood

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?
7

Bée ?—J// 3 Wy 7

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND A
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Byron Leslie Burford, Jr.

Report Requested of Mr. Humbert Albrizio
University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa

The abovenamed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

1) toasis @ Heaggrd

- William C. Haygood
Director for Fellowships

REPORT
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OVER




'-

‘Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Slgned..M...- t-:e

Position or Txtle M i / :
-..u}‘fﬁl—n_e’& J‘V'-ul_/ ,,,,,,,,,, Date

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND /{ /4
4901 ELLIS AVENUE v

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Byron Leslie Burford, Jr.

Report Requested of Dr. L. D. Longmen
University of Iowa
Iowa City, lowa

The abovenamed candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

w&h (% “’r?”"CQ

- William C. Haygood
Director for Fellowships

REPORT
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to add _pekat I very heartily-eDprove of.#%, He states. the

problem very well and, in ny opinion, is capable of carrying
it out in a manner that will attract serious attention in
the art world and might also dinterest a wider audiences

£3

I'might also add that, if Mre Burford is not awarded

Sl S e, e Tl . o+ 377 s .
ellowship,’ I will probably makte him' a full-time member
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of our staff.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and

hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed ;é’a ‘<Q' % ”'W ...... L e e

Position or Title....load...of..the...Avt.-Departnent.,-The--State--Univensibsrof.-I

L

&
) s o i

Address art Building, The Stake University of. lowa. Jtows. .Clitve. . lowa

Date..January. 25 . 1847

...... = o

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed.



LETTERS OF REFERENCE

Byron' Leslie Burford, Jr.

Mr, Robert Gwathmey, Instructor, Cooper Union Art School, New York City

I just met Byron Burford while at a Cultural Conference
in Iowa City. We had several sessions at which I sew his work and really
began to feel that I knew the man and the painter. I'm convinced they
were both one and this sort of fusion is of utmost importance. Last
summer, while in North Carclina, I again had the pleasure of spending
several days with him at which time we discuséed his trip and went over
his several sketch books. He is a fine artist, & gocd and intelligent
workman, and he is fortunate in having a father who is an advanced thinker
though born and bred in Mississippi. He is a white southerner who has
enough feeling to give his reason full character. I consider him to be
a really exceptional candidate.
Mr. Stuert FEdie, Assistant Professor, Department of Art, University of Iowa

Byron Burford has made excellent use of the Rosenwald
Fellowship and would make excellent use of a renewal. He is certainly one
of the most talented of the younger American painters. He is also one of
the hardest workers.
Dr. Lester D, Longmen, Head, Art Department, University of Iowa

Mr. Burford has profited greatly by the work done on the
Rosenwald Fellowship this past year. He has mede some excellent drawings

and peintings, and I believe has justified your confidence in him. I hope

he may be given an opportunity to continue another year, since I know he



Letters of Reference - Byron Leslie Burford, Jr. -2 -

could:profit by further travel and sketching in the South. This would
give him s splendid chance to gather much first hand material for his
painting. It will also be desirable from our point of view, since we

hope to have in the future as a permanent staff member.

- - o -



LETTERS OF REFERENCE
Byron Leslie Burford, Jr.

Myr. Philio Guston, Teacher of Painting, Washington University, St. Louls
Mr, Burford is unreservedly to be recommended for
this fellowship. His work is solidly based on the past yet I know that
if he is given this opportunity to "dig" deeper into his native
mzterial, his work will emerge as outstending and original. His work
at present is noted for its seriousness, painting qualities and very :

meture organization. To my mind he is one of the "important" new artistse

- e . aw

Mr, Jemes Lechay, Assistant Professor of Art, State University of Iowa
I eam recommending Mr. Burford 2s & man of talent,
industry, and great promise. He will execute his responsibilities
under a Rosenwald Fellowship with honor. His contribution to the world
of painting will, I think, be of no 1little importance. His conception
is strong and his color unusual. He will use his fellowship to great

advantageo

- s wn  am s

Mr, Stuart Edie, Assistant Professor of Art, University of Iowa
: If Byron Burford is granted a fellowship I can
assure you that he would meke the best possible use of it. He is

intelligent, talented and unusually industrious.

- e = e

Mr. Humbert ARrizio, Assistant Professor in Sculpture, Stote Unlversity
of Iowa

Byron Burford's plan of work for the Rosenwald

Fellowship, to me is & very intelligent end worthy one to pursue.
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He is a serious and competent srtist., His work is personsl, sensitive
end plastic in concept. He hes exhibited in lccal and nationsl shows.

I feel confident if given the Rosenwald Fellowghip
Mr. Burford has the personelity and the creative ability to make &
noteworthy contribution in the field of psinting. It is & pleasure to
recommend him for the Fellowship and hope he will be given every con-
sideration.

Mr. Lester D. Longmen, Head of the Art Department, State University of
Towa

Mr. Burford stetes the problem very well, snd in my
opinion, is capable of cerrying it out in a mamner that will attrect
gserious attention in the art world =znd might slso interest = wider
audience.

I might elsoc add that, if Mr. Burford is not ewarded

the fellowship, I will probebly meke him & full-time member of our stafl.

Mr, Msuricio Lesensky, Depertment of Art, State University of Iowe
I have reed Byrcn Burford's plen of workse I have &
grest deal of confidence in Burford. He is a strong worker, He is
exceedingly sensitive to modern esthetics. I worked with him for s
while and I observed that he hes en amezing equilibrium between pure

esthetics and his subject matter. He understends the psychological

relationship between the object &nd the space he hendles very wells
He knows whet he wents to do and in eech problem he sets for himself,
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he goes right to the point.

He is young and very impassioned with art. The
fact that he is & strong worker plus the other qualities I have
mentioned meke me feel thet &ll he needs is the chance of z Rosenwald
Fellowship to augment his treining. He will make & good artist in
imerice's esthetic future.

Since I received the Guggenheim Fellowship twice

myself, I feel that he is the kind of artist to have this opportunity.



PLAN OF WORK IF AWARDED ROSENWALD EXTENSION

If awerded sn exbension on my present Rosenwald
Pellowship I would intend %o make snother fisld trip in
the South as before eince the trip is 2 real impetus %o
paint as well zs 2 source of subject matter, However I
would concentrate on a smaller section of the Deep South,
Arkensse, Mississippi, Tennessee, Alsboma and Loulslana since
these sectione wers nost profiteble to me on my last trip...
in a smaller area such as this I would be zble to cover
the gection more thoroughly and stay longer in one place
when I so desired, As before I would not do any palnting
in esitu but would gather material from which to work, I
believe that this 18 the most profitable method, I learned
much last summer in techniques, where %o look, the best
nedla in which o skelech, and the value of pimfngrapha‘
a8 reference materizl, and other details which would make &
similar period of research more rewarding, _
In regard to the actual painting, I would intend
- to continue painting in my present dirsction ,... attempting
to strengthen the formsl qualities, I a=lso intend %o do more
in the way of technical experiments with different medla,
in gousche, c¢lesr waler-color, silk-soreen, and various
graphic methods of drawing, in relating the means %o
the expression,
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Byron Burford

Report Requested of Mr. Stuart Edie
Art Department

State University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Committee on Fellowships

REPORT
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 2/5 )

1 '] it

o boaira

______ Date ﬁ-‘él@ / //(IZX

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 5
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. E
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