
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

July Jl , 1944 

Dear Ur. Pat7: For t he past month I have been having conversati ons 
with Ur. Moron ln regs.rd to the oroj ect he pr oposes 

i n the enclosed letter. I have discussed it with members of t he Com­
mittee who are personally acquainted wi th hi.J.l (nnd w~10, i ncidentall y , are 
more easily available than you - except for you the whol e Co_miittee are 
now at least part-time Chicagoa.nsl). 

I am sure you are f a.'lliliar with t he situati on in 
Atlanta i n regard to Negr o l awyers . Tnere are only two - Walden, who is 
now in his sixties, and a young woman of rather niediocre ability who was 
admi tted to practice .a.st year. There i s great need for a young lawyer 
ot outstanding abili ty who can be admitted to practice in Atlanta. All 
applicants f or adlllission to the bar except t he yo~ woman mentioned 
above have been turned down since Ben Davis and the Angelo Herndon case. 

It is f elt that Mr. Uoron stands the best cha.nee and 
perhaps the only chance f or a young progressive Hegre t o be admitted to 
practice because of the sylendid r elations he has establ ished Yritr- influ­
ential whi t e citizens i n Atlanta. He i s hi ghly recoeended by such men 
as Bil l Hastie, Dean of the Howard La• School s , Thurgood Marshall of the 
NAACP, and Charles Ho1...Ston, Washington attorney and member of FEPC , as 
well as by Dr. Will and Dr. J ohnson, as a man who i s eminently qualified 
to play an important r ole in the Atlanta courts if ne receives legal 
training. 

Ur. lforon ,ras bor n i n the Virgi n I slands and is thi rty­
f1Te years ol d . He is q i n the draft. He had his hi gh school work at 
Hampton and his college trainini; at Brown University, 1rhere he made Phi 
Beta Kappa. (Incidentally , Ri pl ey made hia famous i n Believe I t or Not : 
"A . oron graduated with t.''le hi ghest grades ever recei ved at Brown." ) H~ 
majored in sociology at Brown and took an M.A. in social work at the 
Univer sity of Pittsburgh. He Tl'tlS for several yearo Col!l!Ili ssioner of Public 
Welfare i n t he govern.nent of the Vagi n I slands. Re was i nduced to return 
to the States and to take over the management of the University Homes 
Housing Project in Atlanta by the late John Hope. 
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Mr. lloron ha.s done an outstanding job i n housi ng there. 
When s ix l ater Negro projects wer e built under the Housi ng Aut hor i ty 
ot Atlanta., he was engaged as manager and consultant . His management 
and devel opment of what were the first large housing project s f or 
Negroes i n the country have br ought hi m nat ional r ecogni t i on i n the 
housi ng f ield . 

Now Mr. !i?r oo i s convinced that he can be of greater 
service i n la• than in any other fiel d and t hat pr ogr ess can be made 
i n the South throllgb n more ef"fecti ve use of the law courts . His 
r ecord i n relati on to hi s effectiveness in wor ki ng wi th the whi te citizens 
o-t the community i s probably the most important as surance that he can be 
effect ive i n the prof ession of l aw. Re is both liked and r espected i n the 
gener &l community; he is a member of t he executi va board of the Georgi a 
St at e Conference of Social Work and of the Atlanta Social Planning Coun­
cil, the only Negr o member on these boards . Ra ls also a member of the 
executi ve board of the Urban League. At the r equest of the State Office 
ot Price Administration Ur. Moron worked out the pl an for the i ntegrat i on 
of Negr oes in the r ationing and price control pr ogr am. For several years 
he has conducted the Negr o division of the Community Fund campai gn. He 
was elected this year to the I nterracial. Com.rni ttee of the Atianta Chamber 
or Collll'llerce. lfe have compl ete assurance that he will be ad.mi tted to 
pr actice bef ore the Atlanta courts beca~se or his many contacts. 

I have gone into rather f ull detni l i n regard to Ur. Uoron 
since grant i ng the f ellowship which Mr. Mor on r equests entails t he break­
ingot several rules whi ch the Con~i ttee has rigidly adher ed to. I t i s 
oru.y because we have what see~s to be a very promis i ng candidate and an 
urgent si tuati on that I thi nk we might ro.ake an exceµtion i n thi s case to 
our rules against a i d to obtain a µrofessional degree and to out-of-season 
grants. 

Mr. JJoron asks f or si x thousand dollars, which he expects to 
use over a. three-year r iod of s t udy at Harvard, by 'i'lhich time he ex­
pects to have obtai ned his initial la~ degree and a Master ' s degree i n 
law. He has been admitted to Harvard for this year but cannot finance 
the year without ass i stance. Mr . Embree, Dr. Wi l l , and Dr. Johnson f eel 
that si nce there are f unds available, it t10uld be well to vote the f unds 
now r ather than to r equire a f orm.n.1. appli cation to be pre!lented to the 
Committee at its next meeting, which would postpone hi s work f or a f ull 
year. 

llr. Embree f eel s that, if' the grant is made, it would be 
wi se to appr opriate the total a.mount at this time rather than through 
yearl y renewal s. We have suffi cient unall ocated f unds f or the grant 
since Ralph Bunche was unabl e to accept his awar d (for $5000 a year f or 
two years ) and one other of this year 's fellowships was not acce~ted. 
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llill you let me know whether you approve granting this 
t ellowship? Ur . Eabree, Dr. Wi ll , Dr. Johnson, and Dr. Weaver have 
given it favorable consideration. I am writing to ~r . Bontemps f or 
hi e r esponse today. 

I am planning t o visit t he universi t y this fall . I 
hope I 'll stri ke a time when you will be there. I also trust there'l l 
be some good f ellowship material on handl 

VH:RR 
encl. -~5~.~~ 

President Ra:,mond R. Paty 
University of Alabama 
Uni versity , Alabama 

Sincer el y you.rs, 

VANDI V. HAYGOOD 

Mrs . William c. Haygood 
Acti ng Director for Fellowshi ps 




