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Dear Mr. Stern: 

pa3sed the 4998th, and 
pictures of hich I em 
~u~~ti~n bci~~ wh.ich I 

r 
'tr . Embree asked me to sfve him a lonf distance 
ring when we reached the\ 5000th.. e h0 ve 3.lre1 .dy 

h~ve cornolete inspections ~n tro other ~uil~in~s , 
attachi.'l"". Both ~re re'.ldy ~or s pprov9.l, the only 
shsll a?orove first . 

The C<.1.rroll School in York County, South Carolina. 
i~ a three-te~cher buil1in~ erected on a four ecre site (three cl~~s­
room.: ·i th a movable p::!rt i.tion betneen t wo for a ~sembly purnores) 
:md an industrial r~om. This buildin:, cost l!. , f".O, contributed c.s 
follo·.s : Negroes $1, 745, district taxes $475 , county public fun·fa 
$800, st~te public fun0~ f 800, and the Juliu.1 Rosenw"'ld Fune $700. 
YorK County in Tihich this school is locatr-d has built 18 Rosenwald 
schools, one of which is an attr~ctive six-teacher brick county trsin-
ing school. 

The Greenbrier School in 'lizabeth City County, Va . 
i~ a six- teacher brick builrin~ erectrd on a three ~ere site , bct,,een 
three and four miles from Hampton, Virginia, and represent0 the 
consolidation of four communities close. enough together to m-'.lke trans­
portation unn€cessary. This is built on olµ~s orep3red by the state in 
connection ;;ith a local architect . It hPs six classrooms •• ~th movable 
part · tions for essembly purposes . The tot~l cost is $20,000 contributed 
as follo~s : ~egroes $1, 000, public funds ~16, 400, nd Juliu~ Rosen~ald 
.F'und ~ ~, 600 . 

Granted th~t we do not receive any more between 
now and 11 o ' clock Tuesday mornin; , ,hich do you an:l Mr . Embree prefer 
th...~t we aeve desi~nnted as the 500oth? The three- te, cher is huilt 
exactly according to our thr~e-teqcher pl0 n . ThP. r.i""-tcac~er is said to 
be excPllently coPstructed, but on a pl~n p Jproved by the bu~l-ing 
division of the Virginie State Bo-'lrd of -.a.uc.<>.tion , rrt'1er than on our 
six-teacher pl"n , hich I concider ::..uch more ideal. You r,ill notice ti.,,.t 
it is so ~rranged that another unit of room~ P.:OY oe plrced on the left, 
m~ing a fin~lly bcl~nced building. As 500~ cs you rece~v~ this I si.,211 
be glad to '1"'ve vou or Mr . F,;mbree call me , ' phone 6-2085, at which time 
we ce.n decide definitely 1 hich .ill be dee;; · n.nted as t11e ;rtal 5000th- ­
on our 10th anniversary, J une 10, 1950. The Virginia school csme in 
today, and the South Carolin2 school came last Saturday. 

S:.S/1<S 
!;!r . Alfred K. Stern, 
Chic~go , Illinois 

Sincerely, 



!Five thousand Rosenwald Negro schools have been built in the South, with the 

completion today of the Greenbrier School neer Hampton, Virgini& . 

Sixteen years ago, Julius Rosem.ald, Chicago merchant, began helping Southern 

states and counties to build rural public schools for Negroes . The first school 

was erected in 1913 near Tuskegee, Alabama . It was a little one- teacher frame 

building costing $950, toward which Mr. Rosenwald gave $500 and Negroes gave in 

cash and labor an equal amount. 

The program has been continued by the foundation established by Mr. Rosen­

wald until tolcy five thousand public schools have been built with help from this 

Fund in 950 counties of fifteen Southern states. The total expenoe of building 

these schools has been $25,0001 000. Of this amount the Julius Rosenwald Fund has 

contributed $4, 000,000, Negroes themselves in thoussnds of small contributions 

have raised over $41000,000, individual .vhite friends have given another million 

and the remaining $16,000, 000 has come from public funds of the counties and states . 

The '3D.tire cost of maintenance is carried by tax funds as a part of the public 

school system. 

When toJ.d that the five thousandth school had been completed Mr. Rosenwald 

said, "Naturally, I am delighted. Sixteen years ago I had no idea this work 

would grow so rapidly and produce such gratifying results. 

These 5,000 schools are a fine evidence that the South is anxious to 

provide public schools for Negroes as well as for whites. My own share in 

this work has .been insignificant in comparison with the splendid achievement. 

Quite as important as the schools themselves is the bette~ relations that have 

grom1 up bet~een the races as they worked together in tJJs c~~on cause. - White 
- btH' 

friends have shown a fine spirit both by individual contrib4!Mfns and by official. 
-=---------.J .,. 
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lecdership in the whole movement. The Negroes have contributed generously 

from their own small resources, i~d the states ond counties h~ve voted public 

moneys for Negro education in ru:ioi.mts that r.ould have been unbelievable even a 

few years ago. 

America stands for opporttmity for every man. I have been interested in 

Negro schools because they offer too group that heretofore hod been too much 

neglected, an opport1mity for elementary education and practical training in 

farming and useful trades. My interest in the Negro has alwcys been because of 

the importance of the welfare of this large group t o the nation as a whole. It 

has been a privilege and a great joy to work with Southern officials and school 

authorities who have shown a constantly incre'sinl desire to build up an adequate 

public school system for this race Tihich comprises nearly one third of the popu­

lation of the South. " 

June 11, 1950 
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Thursday, November 15, 1930 

THE 11 FIVE THOUSANDTH" 

In El izabeth City county, on November 21, they are to dedicate near 
Hampton the new Greenbrier school for Negro children. 

That is scarcely news of general interest . New schools for Negr oes 
are being constructed in many parts of Virginia, and none too soon. The 
state had no darker disgrace for two generations than the wretched huts 
in which she gave Negro boys and girls a few months of scattered instruction, 
under a discouraged, poorly- paid teacher, and called it "education. " 

What gi ves interest t o the dedication of Greenbrier school is the 
simple announcement that it is the 11five thousandth Rosenwald school" to 
be constructed in the United States. That is to say, the J ewish 
philanthropist, J ulius Rosenwald, of Sears , Roebuck & Company, has contributed 
part or all of the money for the building of 4, 999 schools in the country, and 
now is to round out 5 , 000. 

Every one of these schools is for Negroes. That fact is as significant 
as the number. Other philanthropists , on occasion, have given to Negro 
institutions or have left small for tunes for Negro endowments . It was a 
habit with the spinster daughters of the original abolitionists . I n this 
generation, wher e few men have poured out money more generously than has Mr. 
Rosenwald, he has been the only benefactor who has concentrated his giving 
on the educational advancement and physical well- being of the Negro r ace. 
It is interesting t o speculate on the good that will be accomplished by 
5,000 Rosenwald schools compared with the endowment of a college with a 
like sum, or the gift of a similar amount to encourage research in one of 
the established universities. 

In the Atlantic Monthly for November, Edwin R. Embree prints "A 
Conversation in Peking, " a fascinating article, in which he elaborates the theory 
that a peopl e's religion does not represent its belief or emotion, but is 
meant to be "A Compensation for recognized or unconscious contraries in life 
and ideals. " He cites America' s oft- protested devot ion to liberty and 
justice and Christian ideals; then he menti ons the hard realities of lynch-
ing and legal discr imination against Negr oes, and he concl udes with a sharp 
reference to the fact that it is not a Christian quoting J efferson and 
repeati ng the Golden Rule, who has done most for th'e l owliest, neediest 
class in America: it is a Jew, J ulius Rosenwald . There is a sermon for yout 



THOUSANDI'HS ROSENWALD SCHOOLS 

1000th - DorR Srhnol, Walker County, Alabama - n three- teacher type -
completed ~ I 9Z. /- ~4...J 

2000th - Brunswick Scho~l Shelby County, Tennessee - a five-teacl~r type -
completP11925• ~~ 

5000th -- 1H-'3rsidf' Schoo] 1 Walker Conntv, Texas - a two-teacher t ype -
completed 1925- 26 . 

40Co~~ -- Berry O' Kelly Trnining School, Wak~ nounty, North CaroJin~ - an 
eleven tpacher-type - co~pleted Jq27-28. 

5000th - - x. 
complPt.Pd June 101 1950 



FOR RE!.EASE AFTER 11:00 A. l:t. FP..IDAY, lWVEUBER 21 - SPEECH TO DE DEr..IVERED .AT 
HMIPTO!i , VIRGilllli, BY ED ,Ul R. D: BREE, PRESID].JT OF T'.dE JULIUS ROS~1, ALD FUND, 
CHICAGO, ON OCCASION OF DBDICATWG FIVE THuUSA!lDTll NffiP.O SCHOOL AIDED BI THE 

RO SEU ,,Ji.LO FUND. 

One hundred a.nC: fifty-four years ago, t,,.-o i:tlllion and a half 

Amerie!lns on political freedo~. Si>..ty- eight years ~o, four anti a half 

cillion k:ericons gained persorltl freedo:n. 

But no war could B1Urantee real independence. Thle had to ue 

on by a century and a haJ.i' of effort, Uilt.il today, klerica stands as one 

of the leading nat ions of the orld. A:.id no edict could, in itself, tra..~s­

for-u a great macs of people, long held in ignorance nnci dependence, irtto 

se'!.f-supporting and co.::.petent citizons. The .freedzen havo bad, slowly nnd 

painfully, to win every kind of real independence: education, economic 

atntus, responsibility, zelf dcvelop:nent. 

To !ntcinnting drrunao have boon enacted on this Continent: the 

nchiov81:lent of world prestigo and poner b,1 the new nation, nnd the stn1_gle 

of t.."ie Nogro to find n sntiefying and usoful place in a progressive, modern 

civilization. Gratifying and a:Jt onishine is the ach:!.eveoont o! two brief 

genertttiona. 

Todny, colored children are in Gchool:, in practically oqual pro­

portion to tha rest of the population. rnu.1~ facilities for this race are 

still inc.dequate, no aspect of education has .:.1.dvanced ore rapidly during 

the past fifteen years than public school~for Noeroes in the South. The 

school ,hich o are dedicatini; today is a. toLen of this progresa. It i s 

tho five thous'Uldth uchool, aided in a sinule system, every one of the~e 

five thou::;and built mthin seventeen yenra as inteir°f parts· of~ _j) blic 

school ayst i 
l (,.. 

Megro colleges and universi tie:, - forr .. orly oft.~erely high-

n of the st:ltes &nd counties. 

counding ntmes - are now beco~ing raalitiss. The Unit~d Stutes Con~resJ 



appropriated, lest year, ~l,250, 000 to How.ird University - a3 contrasted .ith 

the fir3t congressional approprlation of ~10, 000 in 1879, to this !reedr.!en' s 

college. Every sc~thorn suite no supports, out of public funds, at least 

ono et.ate collec;,e for Uegrocc.. The e.nnual inco .e of 80 Ne;ro collee;ea mid 

profes~iona.l school3 last y-car wa3 ~3, 000, 000. The reg~nts of one of the 

hittoric state universities in the Sou.th have just raised the matriculat ion 

stnnd!l..!'ds because, among other rt!asons, the7 ..,ere .. ~tilismed to hs.ve it known 

that a near-by He.,.ro college was enforcing require:mnta for entrance al.J:iost 

a full year higher tho.n this u..~iversity. 

A:!. or:rnz-s, !'armers nnd bu~:.nc~s men, Uegroee are steaclily, if 

s'll1 ·ly, making their 'T:{8:,l• A r•cont survey by the United States Departient 

of the Inte.civr reports that the acctlt'.lul ~tell ueal th of t!ez!'oee in A":lcrice. 

a ounts tci two billion dollars, th~t 700, 000 Negroes own their o·.m ho::Jes, 

252, 000 om fanr.s and 70, 000 om or cperJte business enterprises. 

In h<0&lth, clierc the 1·elation bet. ecn tho ra:::es is clear, \lie .3till 

hcvo conditions ,hieh no civllized countr7 can afford to per~lt. New Orlenns 

reports n Neg~o mortality cf thit>ty per thousand, equal to tho deploni.ble 

record 0£ Calc~tta.. The Negro death rate for the cou.~try ~s n ~hole is 

sixty- two per cent abovo tlls white rate, nnd th.'lt for tuberculosi<) iv three 

time::: that for hi.tes. 

Happily there is ev1denGe uf re~e ed effort to ~mprove Neuro houlth. 

Another generation r:.is.y shor. as great prot,Tesa as the p!>.st a5 ye11rs have recorded 

!n public hea~th generally. Cert~inly a c~nnot expect much further improve~ent 

in gener~l haalth until the dicease of th1o treat group of the}l)pulation is 

brought under bettGl" control. 

The proble:-n of absorbing th,~ race into the scon9-:i:lic nnacu"!~rsl lffe 

of the nation is bci.~g mitigated by its steady dee ce J~ro.orl~on to the rr 
entire population. A cenitjlcy ago llecroes numborba onc- rM , of the natio:1; J 

- 2-



at lhancipation they e~e fifteen per cent; now their proport io~ h s dropped to 

u11ghtly below one- tenth. Recent oigration h s brought one-fifth or the Nogro 

croup to the North and .es t. As time goes on, ona cay expect the race to be 

co c and z:iorc ovenl y distributed thro~hout tho nat ion. 

h ile the race as e. hole hos 'been climbing the roueh and pi·ecorious 

a cent of oodorn civ5.lizatio."l, indivlduo.l tie:,-ocs o.re nchl.eving distinction, 

judged by any flt...'Ulc'.ard. So e ore begin.."lit>i to renl1~ the pote."ltial capacity 

of the race, a~d to understaid that it h D potitive co~tributions t.o ~a:e -

th~t, in fuct, without the Negro, liacricun life ~ould lock much ot r chnesa and 

piquc.ncy. 

Only a docsde or t.ro ego, Dooker ash'ncto'::l and Paul Lnarcnca D nbar 

lh,ro n.1.co_t the only Ne/j!"oes rocogni'L8d o na.tionc.l .ficu.res~ Today, Prcsiaent 

'ordac~ Johnson of Ho.:a.rd University, R. R. tloton or Tuskeeee, nnd Bcnjn in 

Hubert of Georui Stuto Collcbe - to ention only a fe - aru recoenizod as 

~oQb tho cducaticnel le~dera of tho country - re:ardleos of race. Dr. E. E. 

Ju~t, the biolo&ist, s.1d Dr. Oh~rlcs Johnoon, in so inl studicD, tao high 

pl~ce anon~ scientific schol~rs. In philanthropy, one of the most sicnificsnt 

rnct~ of rec::mt yesrs 1s that Jo.nee Burras, born a slave, lof t a fortune o! 

'11'122,000 to hill AL.a ..,..tcr , Fi~k Un1vors1ty. 

!n :usic nnd the arts the Ncgroos1 gifts nre ell knor:n . lfot only 

bss t.ha race m_de k~erica' s di~tinctlve contribut1o~ to ousic - Gpir'tuals and 

Jazz - er.it such individuals as Rol ~"ld Rayes, Paul Robeison, P.os!lr!ond Johnson 

nnd Jatrumiol Dctt have ottliined dist1nct.:.on e.B co::'lpo.,ers a.1'\d • rtJ.ste. On the 

stage, Charlos Gilpin, Floru:ice il1-s and the oholc cast of t· e rena; Irnble dr3!:::a, 

nThc Groen Pnstures," have bro:.ight frGcl1 and viv.:d contribut ions to A: .er:.cs.n 

expreos:5on. H. o. Tanner io one o!' tho r:iont clistlngui had wi.oberb of Je 
I., 

American Colony of artists in Par.is, o.nd Aaron Dougla rui4,rJ 1 ats S~v e, :L."'l 
,1[0 r 

painting and flcu.lpture , arc c:::bers of a grorln:.,'-----'Sehool in~riea. J-aoes 
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Weldon Joh.~~on and fi. E. B. DuBo~s are being ?rassod £or leadership by an in­

c~easing r.uinber cf ~oun~or ,n-itera excoplificd by Countee Cul:en, Cl~u e McKay 

tt."d Langst o:i llughes. 

Tb.c ruill eniUJ:1 hc.s not yet arrived. l!eg oes stj 11 suffer from dis­

cri.IJinetivn and n-eglcct; also they s t ill cauao tho So .... th w tJuffc:r, because of 

'their baclrr.n dness , ignorance, diseaso and povert y. 

If kier.:.ca is t o cainta.in her . osition in educat5on, healt h , and 

businc::;s prospm:-i ty, the co~di tion of th:l. ::l largo group ci' tho population mt.1st 

be :t'urthor ir.::proved. If it er& true th t this ?ltl.tlon could not endt:.re half 

slave ruid .hull free, it io equal:.y true that a da .. ocrecy canr.ot endure h .lf 

educated und half lgnoran t ; a coll:!uni ~ coonot moint..air. heal th vrl t h one half 

ell r<lld th1,; other half - or even the oth.;.;r tenth - harborlng conto.g.:.cus 

disease; a."ld 1n ro::,dern indu~trial civilization, no nation c&n renlize :1 ts 

potential eal th with one gr_ tt .;rou.9 so :Ll l-tra.ined. \-hat it C~'lnot render 

effective le.bor or so :poor th.at it cannot b" ..... y good:, .. 

Tbo~ •. t f;i.!. ci tizeno re intt>resiied in the Re..,ru becau e he ia a 

pa.r·t of the 1:0.t ion; becsu.,e his progross is necessary to the pro~ress of t.J.ie 

natiCJn. This race, lihi.ch co...,pri:..e3 one-thi.rd cf thd so,1tc., and one:_tent h of · 

tbe h~le coun.t l"'J , must be built into t c national life - in faming, in 

businecs, in c~eative expression, in education and in health. Thus will 

co e real freedom for all the people - true indapend011ce for tb.e nation. 

J ~ J I 

j g~~ 
h~~( 
fliUllf 

J 

___j 
✓ 

___J ___J __,__________, 
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1000th 

2000th 

5000th 

4000th 

5000th 

THOUSA.lltD'l'HS ROSENWALD SCHOOLS 

Dora School , W&l.ker County, Alabaaa -
a three-teacher type coapleted 1921-22. 

Brunswick School, 3helby County, Tenneseee -
a five-teacher type coapleted 1925-24. 

Riverside School, Walker County, Texas -
a two-teacher type completed 1925-26. 

Berry 0'1.,J.ly Tra1trlng School, We.Jee County, 
North Carolina - an eleven-teacher tne 
~ompletaa 10~7-~!..:) . 

Greenbrier School, Ellzabeth City County, 
Virginia - a six-teacher type coapleted 
Juno 10, 1929-5(). 
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say "shall rejoice with exceeding great joy" that we have 
seen His Star , the star of the returned Christ. Christmas 
is always what we make it, dependent upon the spirit with 
which we approach it. This Christmas will be the best of 
all if we are able to approach it with the love and degree of 
consecration necessary to enable us to lay at His feet the 
rich gifts of happy, useful, loving lives as our contribution 
to the dawning of that better day of "Peace an earth and 
good will towards men." 

The dedication the other day of the five-thousandth Rosen­
wald School, the "Greenbrier," Elizabeth City County, Vir­

ginia, was an event of more than ordi­
nary imPOrtance, for it emphasized what 
is probably the most unique, most effec­
tive and most constructive large-scale 
philanthropy in this or any other coun­
try. The figures given out were.,impres­

THE FIVE­
THOUSANDTH 
ROSENWALD 
SCHOOL 

sive, four million of doll '3.rs given personally by one man 
out of pure philanthropy and sympathy for an under-privi­
leged people to heln them to help themselves. The gift of 
$25,000 is an imposing total for Negro schools and in itself 
is an epochal happening; but transcending even this in 
importance and significance is a statement of Mr. Embree, 
president of the Rosenwald Foundation, that of the $25,-
000,000 spent for the five thousand Rosenwald Schools, 
$14,000,000. or nearly two-thirds of the total expenditure, 
represented appropriations from tax funds. Considered in 
terms of increasing willingness on the party of Southern 
school authorities to vote more money for Negro educa­
tion, the statement is convincing proof of the changing 
attitude of the South. Then, too, when it is remembered 
that this huge sum was in addition to regular appropria­
tions from taxable revenues, it is doubly significant and 
heartening. Both the South and the Negroes owe Mr. 
Rosenwald a debt of gratitude for his wise and helpful 
philanthropy. It accomplished two outstanding results and 
at the same time conserved the self-respect of both races. 
It taught the Negro the valuable lesson of self-reliance 
and co-operation. It opened the eyes of the white man to 
the lack of social justice involved in his attitude towards 
making appropriations for Negro education and brought 
about a decided change in public opinion. To our way of 
thinking, these results overshadow even the physical ef­
fects of better housing for Negro schools and better equip­
ment, for they insure permanent results that derive from • 
enlightened understanding and a quickened public con-

) 



THI! SOUTHERN M ,ssroNHR 

science. It has also brought ab:mt a better understanding 
and increased mutual sympathy. More and more, enlight­
ened public sentiment in the South, motivated by the 
heartening results of Mr. Rosenwald's philanthropy, is 
showing an increasing disposition to appropriate from tax 
funds more money for instruction and maintenance of 
Negro schools, both elementary and higher institutions. 
None will gainsay State Superintendent Hart's fine tribute 
to Mr. Rosenwald, that in helping Negro education, he has 
not only helped the Negro, "but helped to improve the gen­
eral condition of the Commonwealth itself." 

The dedication illustrated the splendid racial relatbns 
in Virginia. The gathering was dignified not only by prom­
inent members of both r aces and by county and State edu­
cational heads, but also by officials of the State govern­
ment, thus showing the interest of the State in the educa­
tion of her Negro children. Attorney-General Saunders' 
remark in emphasizing the imp')rtance of education in 
training good citizens. that Virginia is going to be a better 
place to live because of the colored people are taking in­
terest in the education of their chi!dren, is especially 
heartening. 

News has iust reached the School of the death at Au­
burn, N. Y.. rovember 9th, of Miss Ellen Pollard, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. J ohn M. P :>llard. Funeral rites were held 
Wednesday. 1'rovember 12th. Both Mr. and Mrs. Pollard 
will be remembered here. Mr. Pollard was the School's 
first Director of Academics, holding the position for many 
year s, until he accepted work e·sewhere, and was succeeded 
by the Rev. J. Alvin Rus'lell. Miss Pollard was born here. 
Mr. and Mrs. Pollard have t li 0 sympathy of the School in 
their sore bereavement. 

AROUND THF. SCHOOL 

A force of workmen from the S~hool's Building Trades 
Divisions are busily engacted in layinv, the floorin'! in new 
St. James' Church, near w-,rfield. Thi'! is a beautiful brick 
structure. churchly in desi~n and finish, and when com­
pleted will be one of the best churches in the diocese, city 
or county. St. James is one of the pioneer missions started 
by Archdeacon Russell, who was its rector for many years. 
His son, the Rev. J. Alvin Russell, is the present rector. 
St. James is in the midst of a thrivine rural community 
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The Inter-fraternal Council of the School, composed of 
faculty members of the following fraternities and sorori­
ties: Omega Psi Phi, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Delta Sigma 
Theta, Kappa Alpha Psi, and Phi Beta Sigma, gave the 
initial reception and social Thanksgiving evening from 
7 :30 to 11, in the Kirby Auditorium. The president of the 
council is Mr. J. Lyman Whitehead, head bookkeeper; sen­
retary, Miss Elizabeth H. Jordan, a teacher in the high 
school. The club and their guests enjoyed themselves 
greatly. Light but tasty refreshments were served. 

The hearts of all at the School were gladdened by t he 
return of Archdeacon Russell fr:>m Portsmouth, Va., for a 
stay of about two months. The operation for cataract over 
the left eye was successful, and he is getting along as 
nicely as one could expect. He is not entirely discharged 
from ~he care of the specialist. For the present at least, 
he will have to return at intervals for observation and ex­
amination. 

Armistice Day was celebrated at the S'.!hool Sunday, No­
vember 9, 7 :30 P. M., by a speci"ll service. The program 
was very interesting and appropriate. It began with the 
reading of Kipling's "Lest We Forget," by Miss Ellen West. 
It was read very effectively. Hymn, "God of Our Fathers," 
etc., was sung by the choir. The address was delivered by 
Mr. A. H. Turner. It was not a decification of war , but 
rather an effective plea for pe:1.ce. The fact was stressed 
that the idea of underlyin~ the celebration of Armistice 
Day was not one of triumph because of allied success, but 
rather one of gladness and thankfulness that the awful 
struggle with its toll of ten million of lives was ended. 
"Cease Firing" on that fateful morning was greeted by 
the rank and file of both combatant armies with joy, be­
cause both sides were glad to see the end of the greatest 
and most destructuve war man had ever known. The pro­
gram concluded with appropriate remarks by the rector 
similar in scope to Mr. Turner's. Both speakers empha­
sized the value of peace and the terrible lesson of the 
waste of war, exemplified in the great world struggle. The 
choir rendered splendid music. The program was closed 
by the sounding of taps by the battalion bugler, Capt. 
Harry Turner. 
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STATE SUPERINTENDENT HART SPEAKS 

After the pupils of the Greenbrier School had sung the 
spiritual "No Man Looks Like Him," the Hon. Harris Hart, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, offered the 
thanks of the State Board of Education to Mr. Rosenwald 
for what he had done all over Virginia. He pointed out 
three important factors in the development of education 
in the Commonwealth in the last few years: First, the won­
derful improvement in the quality and preparation of the 
teachers; second, the lengthening of the school term; and 
third, the sanitary and inspiring scho,l buildings. 

Mr. Hart showed how it is in this third phase that Mr. 
Rosenwald has given his aid. Because of his philanthro::,y, 
he has made it possible for many rural communities to 
work in co-operation with the State Board in the erection 
of a new scho:il, and concluded by saying that it was Mr. 
Rosenwald's wisdom, foresii.tht and irenerosity t11at have 
helped in the education of Negro education, and in that 
way have helped imorove the general conditions of the 
Commonwealth itself. 

The Hon. John R. Saunders, Att1rney-General of Vir­
ginia, emlphasized the importance of education in training 
good citizens and pointed out that Virginia is going- to be 
a better place because the colored people are taking in­
terest in t he education of their children. He then intro­
duced Mr. Edwin R. Embree, president of the Julius Rosen­
wald Fund, who c.'.!me as the personal representative of 
Mr. Rosenwald. 

Mr. Embree firs t add,·essed the children of the school 
grouped before the phtform, and said they are the ones 
who count ; that what they want to happen in life will 
happen. He conveyed Mr. Rosenwald's regrets that he 
could not be present because of illness. Mr. Embree stress­
ed the necessity for co-operation of both races in the South, 
and said that the best friend of the Negro, in spite of 
much opinion to the contrary, is the Southern white man. 
Hie reminded his listeners that it was not easy for men 
who were once masters to help support, with their own t:lx 
money, hospitals and schools for people who were once 
their slaves. He said that these schools should not be 
called "Rosenwald Schools," but "Southern Public Schools," 
for of the $25,000,000 given so far for the erection of the 
schools, Mr. Rosenwald has contributed $4,000,000, the 
Negroes of the South themselves have contributed $4,500,-
999, more than $1,000,000 was contributed by white 
friends, and more than $14,000,000 was appropriated out 
of tax money. 
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Mr. Embree then commented on the advance of educa­
tion in the South and called attention to the increased num­
ber of Negro children in high schools, normal schools and 
colleges. He said that the day of low standards in Negro 
schools and co1leges has gone. He called to mind the 
achievements of several outstanding Negro young men and 
concluded by emphasizing the fact that the Negro race 
itself must be conscious of its responsibility to be educated 
and nealthy. 

Mr. Newton then read a letter from Mr. Rosenwald, re­
gi·etting the necessity of his absence, and telegrams from 
Dr. James Hardy Dillard and Dr. Robert R. Moton. The 
children of Gl'eenbrier School then sang "Swing Low, 
Sweet Chariot." 

Other Noted Speakers 

Mr. W D. Gresham, State Agent for Negi·o Schools in 
Virginia, expressed his greetings, especially to the Jeannes 
teachers and to the country training school teachers. He 
paid tribute to Mr. Rosenwald and Dr. Dillard for their 
work in advancing Negro education in Virginia. 

Dr. Jackson Davis assistant director of the General 
Education Board, conveyed the greetings and congi·atula­
tions of the board to Elizabeth City County. 

The girls of the Union School then sang two spirituals. 

Dr. Thomas Jesse Jones, Educational Director of the 
Phelps-Stokes Fund, briefly pointed out the two great 
needs of today: first, the educational and economic devel­
opment of rural peoples of the world; and, second, co-oper­
ation and good-will between races. 

Dr. W. T. B. Williams. field director of the Jeannes and 
Slater Funds, called the· attention of his audience to the 
debt Negi·o education owed to Dr. Frissell, who, twenty­
eight years ago, began the co-operation which brought 
about this wonderful work to which Mr. Rosenwald has so 
generously contributed. He emphasized the gi·eat help 
given by the J eannes teachers to Negi·o education. 

Mr. Frank W. Darling spoke as a citizen of Elizabeth 
City County, and expressed his admiration for what was 
being done in the field of Negi·o education. On behalf of 
the patrons of the school, Mr. Elbert Harris conve.-ed his 
greetings to Mr. Rosenwald and oointed out the great effect 
upon future citizenry Greenbrier School will have. 



THE SOUTHERN MISSIONER 

DEDICATION OF THE FIVE-THOUSANDTH 

ROSENWALD SCHOOL 

November 22d was a red-letter day in the history of 
Greenbrier School community, Elizabeth City County, Vir­
ginia, one of the historic counties of the "lower peninsula," 
to use the local name for the lower part of the peninsula 
between the York and James. The occasion was the dedi­
cation of the new Greenbrier Rosenwald School, distin­
guished by reason of being the five-thousandth Rosenw1ld 
School to be erected. It was made an interracial gather­
ing, local in scope, but national in importance. The exer­
cises incident to the celebration drew hundreds of people 
from nearby counties and towns, as well as distinguished 
persons from abroad. 'rhe chairman of the meeting was 
Division Superintendent of Schools Robert M. Newton. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. S. Arthur Devan, chaplain 
of Hampton Institute. After prayers, Mr. S. L. Smith, 
Director of Southern Schools, Julius Rosenwald Found':l­
tion, in a short speech in which he presented the keys of 
the school to Mr. Newton, declared that there were "five 
thousand Rosenwald schools situated in more than 830 
counties of the SoJ;l.t.lt which cared for the educational 
needs of more than~ Negro boys and girls. 

In responding to Mr. Smith's presentation, Mr. Newton, 
commenting on the kindness and courtesy which, he point­
ed out, are characteristic of Elizabeth County, traced the 
progress of the free school system in the county. He 
showed the rapid advance which had been made in educa­
tional facilities and emphasized the great help which had 
been given to the county by the patrons and friends of the 
school by the Rosenwald Fund. and especially by Hampton 
Institute, which he said had always given inspiration and 
encouragement and sympathetic help. He reminded the 
audience of the agreement with the institute by which, 
beginning with 1931, all Negro pupils in the county will 
receive their high school instruction in a new building on 
the Hampton Institute campus. He paid tribute to Mr. 
Rosenwald, who, he said, has inspired ideals of complete 
living among rural folk of the South by helping hospitals, 
museums and schools. Mr. Newton concluded by saying 
that t~ school was being dedicated for educational pur­
poses and would serve as a community center with its ex­
cellent library and playground facilities. 
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