~ BERNARD TAYLOR '
464 RIVERSIDE DRIVE {
NEW YORK 27, N, Y. M« 4" W r

Marech 3Ist. 1947

Mrs., Hilde Reitzes

For the Committee on Fellowships
Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue

Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mrs, Reitzes,

Enclosed please find my .report for
the auditions in Singing heard in
Chicago on March B and in New York
on March 2Ist,

I think you will find the report as

we discussed it when you were here. If
it does not meet with your approveal
please let me know. I had a good long
talk with James Smith, and feel thst

he 1s going to do a grand job. Also,
you will no doubt heer from NMr. Waldman
and Mr, Cohen about Miss Phelps.

Am also enclosing statement of my
expenses.,

It has been & great pleasure for me

to co-operate with you in these auditions,
and I enjoyed so much meeting you and
working with you.

With kindest personal regeards, snd good
wishes, I rema;n

very,’ sincerely yours,




- BERNARD TAYLOR

464 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
NEW YORK 27, N.Y.
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REPORT FOR ROSENWALD AUDITIONS - 1948

The following is a report of the Singing Auditions of 1948,

heard in Chicago on March 7th and in New York on March 21,

1.

Se

4.

The highest ratings ere the first six in consecutive order,

MR, JAMES LLOYD SMITH

A young man, 22 years of age, who has had about @
year and a Lhelf vocal study, but in that time shows that
he 1s the possesser of a very fine, beautiful voice and
fine sing talent, He is intelligent, has an interest-
I.ng personality, end in every way seems to have ell the
natural qualifications that should, with the right train-
ing end given the opportunity, be assured of success as
an artist singer, Needs guidance es to course of study,

¥1SS HENRIETTA G, HARRIS

A very outstanding young lyric sopranc. Niss Harris
1g gengitive end very ertistic person, Her voice 1s
lovely, end she hag hed in the main, falrly good training
and some fine experience &s a singer., She sings with
keen insight end interpretive understanding, With further
profesasional treining in a professional school where the
gdvenced training she needs may be obtalned, she should
find & place as an importent person in the fleld of singing.

MR, JASPER R, BELL - Chiocago

Mr, Bell has & very beautiful bass voice, interesting
and intelligent singing talent, Ie is a serious singer who
has taken advantege of good treining up to now, and who
needs continued work to bring him to & place of dlstinetion
and success as a concert artlst,

MISS MARION N, GRAHAM

A young and very attractive singer, with a lovely
quality of volece., Her study has been limited to two years
and her repertoire is very limited, but she mdou'btogr{
has excellent potentislities, With continued good work
and opportunity, she should succeed as & singer.
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5. MISS LENORA G. LAFAYETTE

A very young soprano with four years of study, Her
volece is an unusually beautiful one and she has en exgep-
tional singing talent, With properly guided training in
& professional school of repute, she should attain s
place of distinction in the professional singing field,

6, MNISS PAULINE PHELFS

Miss Phelps has mede such a fine Iuproverent in her
work since last year, & nd her possibilities ere so fine
that I would strongly recommend that she be glven further
opportunity for furthering her career, I fully believe
that this further investment in her is emply Justified
from every standpoint.

7. MNISS RUTH STEWART

Miss Stewert has improved stesdily and very well during
the past yeer., Her voice, while not too distinctive, 18 a
good one, and she is an intelligent and artistic singer,
1 question, as in previous hearings, whether she will ever
develop into a real first-class ooncert artist. Feel that
she should teach gnd sing.

8. MISS MARTHA FLOWERS

A small but very vivaclous and interesting type of
singer, with a very pleasing voice., Feel that with her
present equipment she would do very well in light opera or
rmusical comedy,

9+ MISS MARY E, ROBBS

liss Robbs, while she has made emple end good progress
voeally during the past yeer, would have done better and
would do better work, if she had been in & professionsai
music school where she could have received more musieal
diseipline of the kind she needs so badly,

10, MR, JAMES W, HALL
A fine bass=beritone voice of fine posaibilities, now

in the process of transition, With good training and careful
vocal work might, in time, be worthwhile.



=

REPORT FOR ROSENWALD AUDITIONS - 1948 (Continued) Page 3

1.

12,

13,

14,

15,

16,

17,

MR, OSCAR GRIFFIN

A good virile tenor voice and a singer of intell igence,
Peol that it 1s doubtful if he will go on very much farther.
MR, WILLIAM HENRY BODKIN

A tomhor-mo baritone, who has apperently reached
& level ond chy so far as public appearences as a
concert ist 1s concermed, it is extremely doubtful as
to how much ferther he can go,
MR, RAWN SPEARMAN

A very dry and uninteresting tenor volece., Very
ertificial,
KISS GRACITA F, FAULENER

A good voice though small, 8ings artistically
end with teste an& gch intelligence., FPFeel that her age
and training preclude the possibility of much further
development, -
MISS BRUCE T, HOWARD

Naturelly & good voice, but badly trained, She is
talented and seems Intelligemt, Not at 2ll quellified,.
MISS BETTYE E. VOORHEES

Hers ls an Inferior volce and is bedly trained, I
think she 1s a mezzo-sopranc insteed of a contralto, which
is partly to bleme for a poor performanne. .
MISS HELEN L, PHILLIPS

She has a volce and sings with & lot of temperamental

gymnestics, Has too many mannerisms to meke one believe
that she i1s artistically sincere.





