Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHIGCA GO s

To Payment Voucher No. 3674
Hr4 Jamesa S, Brutou
Date April 30, 1947
vinity Hall
Cambridge, Wessachusetts
Final payment on fellowship = = = = = = = w =« = $150,00
Ck. #36765
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 45-7 $150.,00
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To ‘ ~ Payment Voucher No. 3547
ﬁr. J}i!‘\es :. Wns.
| Date March 21, 1947
31 Diviaity Hall
Cambridgs, Hassachusetts a
FELLC
Payment on fellowship = = - = = = = « « « « $150,00
Cke #36626
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negre Felloweships 45=7 $150.00
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31 Divinity Hell
Cambridge, Hassachusetts

To |
kr. Vanes S.)W‘

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15
Payment Voucher No. 2440

Date

Julius Rosenwald Fund

February 28, 1947

Payment on fellowship
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£150.00

Oko 736468
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 45=T $150.00
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To & | Payment Voucher No. 3336
lirs dames 5, \Braxton
\ , s Date Jammary 31, 1947

71 Divimity Hall

Cambridge, Yassacrusetts

Payment on fellovplilp = = « = = w = = = o = = = = 150,00

Accounts : Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Yegro Fellowships 45-7 $150.00
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHIECA GO 15

To ; Payment Voucher No. 3140
l’!rJ Jemes S.\ Braxton
\ f Date  December 20, 1946
31 bivinity Hall
Cambridge, Massachusetts P
Payment on fellowship « « « =« « = =« = =« « =« §150,00
Ck. #36160
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 45-7 $150.00
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To / Payment Voucher No. 3052
Er.fJamen 8. Braxton
. s Date November 29, 1946

31 Pivinity Hall

Cambridge, HMassachusetts

Payment on fellowship = == c c cwc e = ee === $150.,00

Cks 735983

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit

Negro Fellowships 45=T7 $150.00
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Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To \ Payment Voucher No. 2914
Mr(Jamea S.)Braxton —
FO— Date October 31, 1946
31 Divinity Hall e —
~F -\ " e x_“\ 't £ :_:ﬁ 1 D
Cambridge, Vessschusetts i A S L
Payment on fellowship « o = = « - = w = = =« $150,00
Ck, #3581
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 45=7 $150,00
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

ok

%’ | ek

6 V%)

Dear Mr. Haygood:

31 Divinity Hall
October 29, 1946

I would like to inquire about the possibility

of obtaining a renewal of my fellowship for my last

year ( 1947 ) at Harvard.

Would you please send me the necessary

informstion ?

Sincerely yours,

Wl b

Jame s s,)Braxton

Mr, William C. Haygood
Director for Fellowships
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, 15, Ill.



FORM 121

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue

CHICAGO

o

Journal Voucher No. 144

Date Ostober 16, 1946

Appropriation

Explanation No Debit Credit
Hegro Fellowships 41-7 $1,350
Hegro Fellowships 45-7 $1,750.00

Transfey of chargeyon fellowsiip payments
made James S. axton. B s
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Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15
To Payment Voucher No. 2770

YrJ Junes S.) Braxton
 cmm—————— : Date September 30, 1946

31 Pivinity Hall

Cambridge, ¥assschusetts - E L !_O VVS H ' P

o

Payment on fellowshilp =« = = = = = = « « = =« §150,00

Cke #35636

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit

Negro Fellowships 45=7 $150.,00

Ii
i Gached Checked by ' Posted by ‘ TLL _/
lem




vy
??-\
e
>

oo

M

HARVARD UNIVERS(|TY

=0 . VAT B '-»c EMBDGE MASSACHUSETTS

L -\ “ '\«”

31 Divinity Hall
May 15, 1946

Dear Miss Elvidge:

This is an acknowledgement of the
receipt of a check for $1300 from the Rosenwald

Fund.

I wish also to express my sincere

appreciation.

Sincerely yours,

P T e L

: ( _§~Jemes S.\Braxton

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge
Secretary and Comptroller
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago 15, Ill.



FELLOWSH\PS

May 13, 1946

Dear Y¥r. Braxion: Enclosesd you will find our check
for §1,300 toward the costs of

your trip to England. The balance of your fellowship,
31,200, will be paid in eight monthly installmentis of

$150 each beginning October 1, 1946.

Very truly yours,
DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE

DAL:LCH

é:;
Massachusetis




Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO 15

To J Payment Voucher No. 2221
Mre ﬁnmsn S.) Braxton B
{ Y Date May 13, 1946
31 Divinity Hall ~C
ol R
Cambridge,assachusetis L \E‘\j bH\F <
First psyment on fellowship (For study in England) = - - -« $§1,300,00
Cke #34954
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Negro Fellowships 45=7 $1,300.00
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FELLOWSH\PS J M A | (uGH 2

HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS g 3

31 Pivigity HeIl

Dear Miss Elvidge:

Since there are several sailings
from New York on June 1, I should like to be
prepared to leave on that dete. Therefore, it
might be best to have the grant for England
($1300) at least two weeks before that time.

As to the remainder,($1200),
it would be quite satisfactory to divide it into
eight equal payments of $150 each, beginning
October 1, 1946 and continuing monthly thereafter.

All checks may be mailed to this
address until further notice.

Sincerelzbyours,

RNt i
(i// ames S. Braxton

.

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge
Secretary and Comptroller
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue

Chicago 15, Ill.
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=] LOWortirs
May 6, 1946

Dear Mr. Braxton: I have seen the recent correspondence
wihich you have had with Mr. Haygood

in connection with the fellowship grant awarded to you &

short time ago. It is customary for us to mske payment

in monthly installments spread over the periecd for which

the award wes made, but it will probubly be easier for

you to receive the funds necessary for study in England

in one payment before leaving this country.

! When you are ready to begin work
under your graat, please write me, giving the payment plan
best suited to your needs and the address to which your
checks should be mailed. Any change of address during the
tenure of your fellowship should be reported immediztely
so that you will receive your payments without delay.

Very truly yours,

.DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE
DAE:LCH

¥r.\James Sylvester}Braxton

31 BEvIRitY HALl = oS
University

Cambridge 38, Massachusetts




HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

M| e LOWSHIPS

\' el
\ Divinity Hall

May 3, 1946

Dear Mr. Haygood:

This letter will confirm the
acceptance of the fellowship offered me as indicated

in my telegram to you on May 1, 1946,

May I again express my appreciation
to the Fund.

) Sincerely yours,

4

‘ o\l'_i/;ﬂ'*-? )i’{/"ﬂ“: \an—

* James S. |Braxton

Mr. William C. Haygood
Director for Fellowships
Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago 15, Ill,
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April 18, 1946

Dear Mr. Perkins: Ir.{{gnes Sylveste) Br s applying

to us~for a fellowship to enable him to
study under your direction for the coming year. He is proposing
to work on the project which is enclosed with this letter.

Qur Committee on Fellowships feels that
it would be in a better position to judge the potentialities
of Mr. Braxton's request if we could get a confidential statement
from you on both the feasibility of the proposals and the
zbilities of the man, and I am wondering if you would be kind
enough to look over his plan of work and give us your evalua-
tion. ;

: Qur Committee meets for its final decisions
on the 26th of this month, and I should like to be able to report
your reaction to them. If it is possible for you to make a
statement on the enclosed sheet and return it to me as soon as
possible, both I and the members of the Committee will be deeply
grateful.

Sincerely,

WCH3EN WILLiAM ~

Enclosures HAYaong

Mr. G. Holmes Perkins
Graduate School of Design
Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusettis




~gLLOW SHLP=

April 18, 1946

Dear Hr. Robinsons Mrd James Sylvost;il axton is
applying to this Srﬂ'arr

fellowship to enable him to pursue advanced studies at
Harvard University and in England. He proposes to work
on the project which is enclosed with this letter.

The members of our Fellowship
Committee would very much like to get your confidential
estimate of both the project and of Mr. Braxton, and for
that reason 1 am teking the liberty of writing you
directly. If you would be kind enough to give us an
evaluation on the sheet enclosed for that purpose, both
I and the members of the Committee would be very grateful.
OQur final meeting, at which the successful candidates
will be chosen, will be on the 26th of this month, and I
hope it will be possible for you to return the statement
to me sometime next week so that I can bring it to the
attention of the Committee.

Sincerely yours,

WCH3 EN L e
Enclosures - 2 WILLIAR - -

Mr. Hilyard R. Robinson
1927 - llth Street, H.“-
'ashington' Des Cso

DNIQW
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

| Suite 31 Divinity Hall

December 28, 1945

Dear Mrs. Haygood:

I am sending under separate cover by air-
mail special delivery, registered, all of the ma-
terials required in meking application for a

11 Rosenwald Fellowship.

I em sorry that they must be so late, but
part of the material sent was not available to me
until recently. I trust that they will reach your

office before closing time.

Sincerely yours,

N Ao

Mrs. William C. Haygood

Acting Director for Fellowships
Julius Rosen wald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue

Chicago, Ill,

) James SN\Braxton s
f



___ HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMERIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

\ " Divinity Hall 31

L— October 10, 1945

Dear Mrs. Haygood:

I am writing to ask that you send
me the blanks end other meterial required for
meking application for & Rosenwald Fellowship

applying to 1946-47.

> Sincerely yours,
s e
‘;J hes S ).E.l:sma.__.

Mrs. William C. Haygood

Acting Director for Fellowships
Julius Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue

Chicago 15, Ill.



June 14, 1945

Dear Mr. Braxton: Your letter to Hr. Embree hss
been referred to me for answer,

I am sorry that it is not pos-
sible for you to apply for a feilowship for 1945-46.
The compatition closed in Jamuary, and the awards
were announced lest month. '

¥e are enclosing a statement
giving information about our fellowship progranm.
If you are interested in making application for
1946-47, we should be glad to have you write for
blanks when they are ready for distribution this
coming September,

Sincerely yours,

Hrs. William C. Haygood
VH*ER Aeting Director for Fellowships
encl.

1515

whahington i, D. 0.
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1515 Tenth Street, N. W., Washington 1, D. C.

June

HIPS gl 1

1945 j}

I should like to inquire as to the avail-
ability of fellowships for Negroes in the field of
Regional Planning. I em planning to enter Harvard
University in the Greduate School of Design, De-
partment of Regional Planning, in the fall of this
yeer.

Dear Sir:

I might recount some of my previous pro-
fessionel training asbackground of a candidate

for the Doctorate in the field of Regional Planning.

I was gradueted in 1937 from the Stevens
Institute of Technology, Hoboken, N. J. with the
degree Mechanical Engineer., The curriculum is
not specielized, as the degree might indicate, but
is broad, and devoted to the fundamentals of en-
gineering. I had the good fortune to be the win-
ner of the Edgar B. Bacon Scholership, which car-
ried a stipend of $1200., Other awards, won com-
petitively, totaled about $600. In my junior
year, I was elected to Tau Beta Pi, nationel hon-
orary engineering soclety, and wes subsequently
graduated in the first quarter of the class.

Since graduation, most of my experience
has been in housing construction. As a result of
this experience, I have developed an interest in
the economic, sociological, and technical phases

-of plenning.

In 1941, I was associated with the firm
of Samuel Pleto, Contractor and Structural En-
gineer, as chief engineer on the construction of
a $350,000 housing project in Louisville, Ky. I
served as chief engineer with the ssme firm on
the construction of two other projects - one in
Baltimore costing $1500,000 and another in Wash-
ington, D. C., whose estimated cost was over
$1,000,000. Recently, I have returned from a
flight to West Africa, Liberia to be specific,
with Hilyerd R. Robinson, Architect and Town
Planner. 1 was there engeged in making some pre-
liminary surveys and studies in connection with
the forthcoming Liberian Centennial. ng;@he
2 (e
Iy
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pom— S

{
\




past two years I have been on the faculty of the
School of Engineering and Architecoture, Howerd U.

I am convinced that the profession of
regional planning is one in which a Negro could
be of great service, since so much attention is
now being given thorough civic planning by Federal
and other agencies. This new type of planning
embreces the social, economic, end technical sci-
ences in the solution of the problems of slum e-
radication and prevention, community planning,
and the dynemics of modern cities.

I would greatly appreciete information

on the possibility of my qualifying for a fellow-
ship to pursue studies in this field.

Sincerely yours,

e Vo ralon

James S. Braxton

Mr., Edwin R. Embree, Secretary
The Julius Rosenwald Fund
Chicago, Illinois




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND (; 72 /

Application for Renewal of Fellowship A ) s
Application for reappointment should be filed by February 1, 1947 £
Please attach seven copies each of a report of progress under your grant, and of

your plan of work for the coming year.

Neme in full James Sylvester Braxton

Present address__ 3) pivinity Hell, Harverd University, Cembridge, 38, Mass.

Permanent address 94 Fremont Street, Jersey City 4, New Jersey

\p;\ — CL/L\\\,\,\:} Al LA
FIELD OF INTEREST %ghm%—-hl&nnins~

Concise statement of plan of work _I plan to continue study at Herverd University

leading to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Regional Planning, During this
next year, which will be my third at Harverd, I plen & summer term of study
dngluding preliminary work on a thesise

Institution you wish to attend Harvard University

Present status of work toward your degree, if any At this date, I have

Under whose supervision will you work? Professor G. Holmes Perkins

Will any time be spent in field work? If so, how much, and where? -=e--=-=--




)

If you do not plan to have an institutional connection, how do you propose to spend

7Pl L s e e L s

For what period are you requesting a renewal?_ _ June 1, 1947 to May 31, 1948

Are you applying for a fellowship elsewhere? If so, please give details.

No.

Publications since you were awarded a fellowship, (Title, date, place of publication,

Do you plan to return to your former position?__No

Draft status 4 A

.

References_ Hilyard R. Robinson, 1927 Eleventh St., N. W., Weshington, D. C.

VLewis K. Downing, Sch. of Eng. & Arch,, Howard Univ., Washington, D. C.

;'Dz. Frenk M. Snowden, Howard University, Washington, D. C.

Budget estimate

Room and board

Regular Summer
Sessions School

$ 700.00 250,00

Clothing 200,00
Insurance 103,00
Tuition 400,00 200,00
Transportation 75.00
Miscellaneous 200,00 75.00
1678.00 525.00
Total amount needed 2200,00

Amount aepplicent can provide

Amount requested from Fund

§2200,00




1947 1M Reappointment

Name James Sylvester Braxton Field: Public Administra-
tion
Graduate student, Harvard University
31 Divinity Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts

Plan of Work To continue study at Harvard University leading to the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in Regional Planning. During this next year, which will be his third at
Harvard, he plans a summer term of study ineluding preliminary work on a thesis.

Requests renewal for one year beginning June 1947. Wishes to attend Harvard
University and study under the supervision of Professor G. Holmes Perkins.

Personal Data Born Waukesha, Wisconsin, July 1914 Age: 32
Single, two partial dependents Draft Status:  4A

Undergraduate Work

Technical Stevens Institute of Technology, M.E., 1937

Graduate Work Harvard University, 1946-

Experience Assistant engineer, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia, 1937«41,

$1500; chief engineer, Samuel Plato, Louisville, Kentucky, 1941-43,
$4100; instructor, Howard University, Washingtom, D. C., 1943-44,
$2300; engineer consultant, Hilyard R. Robinson, Washington, D. C.,

1944~45, $4000
Accomplishments Tau Bete Pi; National Technical Association
Research: Made extensive engineering surveys and topographic maps of the site for

the proposed Liberian Government Center in Liberia, West Africa, while
working with Hilyard R. Robinson

Scholarships: Edgar B. Bacon scholarship, Stevens Institute of Techmology, 1933-37,
$1200; Endowment Participation scholarship, Stevens Institute of
Technology, 1934-37, $600; Rosenwald Fund Fellowship, 1946, $2500

References
Hilyard R. Robinson, architect and ecity planner, Washington, D. C.
L. X. Downing, Howard University
Frank M. Snowden, Jr., Howard University
Budget Summary

i Y S | =
/[ 'Tétal Amount Needed $2200

/¢//‘ \ From Applicant ‘ -

\A From Fund 200

|/l AMOUNT GRANTED
| s |




REPORT OF PROGRESS AND
PLAN OF WORK FOR THE COMING YEAR

REPORT OF PROGRESS ; PLEAS

In England
After an enforced wait of about six weeks for a BFItish visa after re-

)

~ 11 »)

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUi |

R

ceiving notice of the award of the fellowship, I wes able to spend the
rest of the summer in England, arriving back in this country just in
time for the opening of the fall term at Harvard.

While in England, I was fortunate in being able to confer frequently
with Professor Perkins, who, through the United States State Depart-
ment was on a special assignment in the Ministry of Town and Country
Planning. Under the guidance of Professor Perkins and others in the Min=:
istry, I was able to become acquainted with the work of the Ministry,

study legislation setting up the new towns program, and visit cities
and towns outside of London.

,In the Ministry office in London, I studied plans for the first of the new
towns to be built in the London area. Under a recent bill passed in
Parliement, the Ministry of Town and Country Planning has the responsi-
bility for developing ten new towns of around 60,000 population in the
area near London, These towns will be the culmination of over forty
years effort on the part of loyal supporters of the garden city idea.

The garden city, in brief, is essentially a self-contained community,
planned completely from the start, embodying high community standards,
providing employment for its residents, and retaining its special
character through unified ownership of lande -
— 0
| il

— " Jemes S. Braxton



On a number of occasions, I traveled to Menchester, Liverpool,

Welwyn, end Letchworth, The first two cities have large communities
developed outside the city proper along garden city lines. These
communities were built by the municipal councils in an effort to solve
their housing problems. The latter two towns were built as the result
of private efforts to carry out the garden city idea through limited
dividend corporationss In each place I met the officials in cherge
and visited the sites.

In addition, I visited the warious planning and professional offices
in London such as the Town and Country Planning Association, the Hous-
ing Center, The Association for Planning and Regional Recomstruction,

and the government research station at Watford,

In conclusion, I would like to state my belief that the experience

was well worth the time and efforts The British leadership in plan-
ning whole communities in a coordinated rational manner is, I believe,
to have importaent effects throughout the rest of the world, particularly
in those areas which have yet to be industrialized, and so have a
chance to avoid the errors committed by the older countries,

At Harvard

I have completed one term of my second year. During this period, as

e student in the double course in Regional Planning, I participated

in the preparation of a progream for finencing the building of a towmn
designed last year in collaboration with the Department of Architecture.
Our second project was a study of Boston’s harbor end preparation of
individual designs for its rehabilitatior.

"

-
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In the Littauer Center of Public Administration I have taken "Publiec
Administration,"and "Economic Anelysis and Public Policy," given
by Prof, A. H, Hansen.

For the next term, I shall be enrolled in a double course in Regional
Planning which will take up a housing problems A course in sociology,
"The Boston Community," and one in geogrephy, "Economic Ocoupance of
the Earth" will complete the schedule,

PLAN OF WORK FOR THE COMING YEAR

Professor Perkins has suggested that I attend summer school. He
proposed a program of one or two courses, a special reading assigne
ment supervised by pertinent members of the faculty, and preliminary
work on my thesis. He says that I should then be able to appear for
my general examination either in the fall of 1947, or perhaps in the
first part of 1948, The entire year of 1947-48 would be spent mainly

on research and thesis writing. However, it might prove advantageous

. to take one or two courses in the fall term. If such a course were

pursued, I would probably be able to receive the degree by Jume 1948,

Jemes S. Braxton
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James Sylvester Braxton

H R binson, architect and eity planner, Washington, D, C.
I have read Mr,., Braxton's "Report of Progress® and

"Plan of Work for the Coming Year" under his Rosenwald fellowship, now
extant. Mr. Braxton was a member of my staff operating as a civil engineer
during the time I was serving as technical consultant to the Liberien
government in 1945. His work then was commendable. Since that time we
have discussed his project work under the Rosenwald fellowship, prior teo
his travel to Englend and subsequently.

I think by background end temperament Mr. Braxton has
excellent qualifications to succeed in his objective of training in re-
gional planning. His "Report of Progress"™ and "Plan of Work for the
Coming Year" are very much in line with this estimate and I hope he will
therefore enjoy the benefits of being continued as a Rosenwald Fellow
until his work plan is completed.

Mr, L. K, Downing, Dean, School of Engineering and Architecture, Howard
University

I have reviewed the attached "Report of Progress and
Plan of Work for the Coming Year" of Mr, James S. Braxton. I have also
had the opportunity of a visit by Mr. Braxton during a brief recess period
a week or so ago. At that time I was able to discuss with him some phases
of his program.

He has a well organized plan., I believe he is making

positive progress. 7‘ a \a P ‘

By,
[




Letters of Reference - James Sylvester Braxton P

He is working in a comparatively new field. For this
work I believe he has & most remarkable background., Ibelieve he will prove

a sound investment.

- eem W e = =

L_W: Director of the Evening and Summer Schools,
: Howard University

I have read Mr. Braxton's plan of work for the coming
year and I am happy to write in support of it. I submitted last year a
detailed estimate of Mr, Braxton's capacity to pursue the work which he
has done during the past year. In addition to what I stated in my original
recommendation, I believe that a renewal of his fellowship will be an excel-
lent investment in educetion. In my judgment, it is important that well-
qualified Negroes should be trained in all fields, especially in a field
ag importent as the one which Mr, Braxton hes chosen. I hope, therefore,

that Mr. Braxton will receive the award which he seeks.
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1946 EN
Name James Sylvester Braxton Field: Public
Administration
Graduate Student
31 Divinity Hall, Harvaerd University, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts
Plan of Work

To pursue study at Harvard University, leading to Ph.D. in regional
planning and to study for four months during the next year with the Ministry of
Town and Country Planning in London, England.

Requests grant for one year beginning June, 1946. Wishes to work toward
Ph.D. at Harvard University under the supervision of Professor Holmes Perkins.

Personal Data Born Waukeshe, Wisconsin, July, 1914. Age: o1
Single, two partial dependents. Draft Status: LA

Undergraduate Work

Technical Stevens Institute of Technology, M.E., 1937.

Graduate Work

Experience Assistent engineer, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgie, 1937-41,

$1500; chief engineer, Samuel Plato, Louisville, Kentucky, 1941-43,
$4100; instructor, Howard University, Washington, D. C., 1943-44,
$2300; engineer consultant, Hilyard R. Robinson, Washington, D. C.,
1944~45, $4000.

Accomplishments Tau Beta Pi.
National Technical Association.

Made extensive engineering surveys and topographic maps of the site
for the proposed Liberian Covernment Center in Liberia, West Africa,
while working with Hilyard R. Robinson.

Edgar B. Bacon scholarship, Stevens Institute of Technology, 1933-37,
§1200; Endowment Participation scholarship, Stevens Institute of
Technology, 1934-37, $600.

References

Harvey N. Davis, Stevens Institute of Technology

William J. Trent, Jr., United Negro College Fund

Lewis K. Downing, Howard University

Frank M. Snowden, " Budget Summary
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James S. Braxton 1

PLEAFE PETUQN '

STATEMENT OF PLAN OF WORK f JUL'US ROBENVALD suivs |

T o —

The proposed program, one year of which I shall conglete
by June 1946, is that of pursuing studies leeding to the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Regional Planning at
Harvard University. At present I am registered for the
Bachelor of City Planning Degree, a graduate degree. This
was done upon the advice of Prof. G. Holmes Perkins, my
adviser and chairman of the Department of Regional Planning,
for he says in a letter to me "I believe it would be pos-
sible and desirable for you to take the Bachelor's degree
in planning on the way. This would not slow down your
preparation and would at the same time give you the pro-

fessional degree in planning."

The program of study is administered by the Council of the
Department of Regional Planning, whose members are concerned
with those disciplines applicable to planning, A candidate
for the Ph. D. degree would be examined on those phases of
several major fields which are most closely associated with
planning. These fields would include physical plenning
(engineering, architecture, landscape architecture), econo-
mics, sociology, public administration, and politiecal

science,

That part of the program which proposes & period of study
with the Ministry of Town and Country Planning in London

is a fulfillment of & requirement that en sgh%
spend a period of intern=-ship with a p age

. 'U JIiy
B I




James S, Braxton 2

#hile Prof. Perkins was in London with a Massachusetts dele-
gation, placing the advantages of a Masseachusetts site be-
fore the United Nations Organizetion, he made arrangements
with the Ministry to send Harvard students there for study.
Prof, Perkins is of the opinion that such & period of study
would be fer more advantageous than a similar period spent
with a plenning agency in this country. The Ministry of
Town and Country Plemmning is the agency which has fostered
the development of the London County Plen and the Greater

London Plan, both of which have been published recently.

I entered upon this course of study at Harverd University
in September 1945 and expect that I shall be able to com-
plete all requirements by June 1948,

After the completion of the above outlined studies, I plan
to enter the public service in housing. I am convinced that
the problems of housing, slum eradicetion end blight are
all parts of a larger urban pattern which, for a lasting
and not palliative treatment, will require a many-sided in=-
sight into the social, economic, govermnmental, and design
problems involved in creating a suitable environment for

AAAAJ Sy AN
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. Official Transcript of Record of..... Jeme _.M\Lesmnmxton, A =
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His Home address while at College. 711l Qcetn. Avenue, Jorsey City, Ny Js
Date of Birth. ... JW¥ <4, 1914 . Parent's Name.... Peter W, Eraxton !

* Admitted September.. 1933 _from the . Lincoln High School, Jersey City, New Jersey. ... =
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Intro. to the Humanities e ' Physics Rec. 5 1A 3|8
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Expression 1 IA : L1k ; Materials Lab. ,
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%: Date of Graduation: "June 1., 1937, with the degree of Mechanical Engineer,
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"thre numerical’ grades are given the marks are adjusted on a scale where 100 represents perfect performance and 0O an entire fai
60 is passing.

The “Letter Grade System” was adopted in September 1928: A-—High Distinction; B—Distinction; C—Satisfactory; D—Umkixﬂn
E— Failure, Abs.— Absent from Examination.
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE
Jameg Sylvester Braxton
Mr. Lewis K. Downinz, Dean, School of Fngineering and Architecture,
Howard University

Mr. James Sylvester Braxton is a graduate engineer; a
brilliant student and, for a pericd of about one year, served as Instructor
in Mechanical Engineering at Howard University.

During his tenure as instructor at Howard University and
in face of the fact that it wes at a time when satisfactory replscements
on engineering staffs were very difficult to make, I approved and recommend-
ed a leave of absence for Mr. Braxton to do Engineering Consultation work
in Africa in connection with the preliminary plans for the Liberian
Centenial.

Mr. Braxton has had construction and other experience
in Government low-cost housing or community development projects.

Considerable attention now is being placed on City
eand Regional plenning and I believe increased attention will be placed
on this type of program in the future.

Mr. Braxton was sufficiently interested in developing
in this field to resign his position at Howard University to enter upon
its study at Harvard University.

He is a capable man; should profit by the training,
and I believe will be successful in the pursuit of the profession.

Dr. Harvey N, Davis, President, Stevens Institute of Technology,
Hoboken, New Jersey

Jim Braxton is colored. He applied for admission to
the Stevens Institute of Technology as of September 193?. \ We ﬁggg\a p

competitive scholership offered to residents of Jelzey y. In the com- ////

adﬁéﬁ%oulders above (/
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petition for this scholarship Jim Braxton sto%é_i



Letters of Reference - James Sylvester Braxton —2-

every other competitor, and was awarded this scholarship. Before he had
been here two months he was not only active in our Dramatic Society, but
wes picked as the prompter of the fall play because, as one of the
officers told me, he was the most dependable man they had. He was on
our Dean's List throughout his sophomore year. He had a brillient aca-
demic record during his first two years here, and a wholly satisfactory
one during his last two years. Toward the end of his junior year the
officers of out student chapter of Tau Beta Pi came into my office one
day and said "We want to elect Jim Braxton to Tau Beta Pi, and in case you
think there is anything wrong about electing a Negro, we have here
letters from every national officer telling us that we have a perfect
right to, if we want to." So they did.

When he graduated I got him a job in Atlanta University
where he was, I believe, Assistant Engineer in charge of their newly
erected power plent. Since then he has, I understand, been associated on
some construction jobs of considerable magnitude with a well known colored
_contractor. His present plan of study is a natural outgrowth of his
preperation and experience. I expect him to do a brilliant job at it, and
because of it.

Both Mrs. Davis and I have had some contact with his
family, and unless we are much misteken, they are far from well of finan-
cielly. I judge thet he is underteking this program of study wholly on his
own resources. 1 know of no Stevens alumnus, colored or white, with a
finer character, with better natural ability, or more deserving of your

friendly consideration.

|
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Letters of Reference - James Sylvester Braxton -3

Dr. Frank M. Snowden, Assistant Dean, College of Liberal Arts, Howard

I have read the plan of study presented by Mr. Brexton
and I am happy to write in support of it. Although I am not in the field
of Engineering and City-plenning, as a former Rosenwald Fellow, I believe
I know well the purposes and aims of the awards. I believe that the candi-
date, on the basis of his training and experience, has the ability to make
a noteworthy contribution in the area which he has selected. His record at
Stevens Institute of Technology showed promise which, in my estimation, has
been fulfilled. I feel confident that if he receives the award for which
he applies, the Rosenwald Fund will have made an excellent investment in

education.

Mr, William J. Trent, Jr., Executive Director, United Negro College Fund, Inc.

New York

I have known Mr. Braxton over a period of five or six
years - at Atlanta University, Howard University and with Samuel Plato.
I had an opportunity to observe his work and his working attitudes when
he was with Plato on a housing job financed by FWA. He was conscientious
to the point of almost being tedious. He has & good grasp of his work and
got along well with his co-workers. I have heard Hillyard Robinson give
good account of his work with him overseas. I believe Braxton will give

a good account of himself in his new undertaking.
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND i @75
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate James Sylvester Braxton

Report Requested of Hilyard R. Robinson
1927 Eleventh St. N. W.
Washington, D. C.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Hitcin &gy

- William C."Haygood

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

| HAVE READ MR. BRAXTON'S "REPORT OF PROGRESS" AND "PLAN OF WORK FOR THE
CoMING YEAR"™ UNDER HIS ROSENWALD FELLOWSHIP, NOW EXTANT. MR. BRAXTON WAS A MEMBER
OF MY STAFF OPERATING AS A CIVIL ENGINEER DURING THE TIME | WAS SERVING AS TECHNICAL
CONSULTANT TO THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT IN 1945. H15 WORK THEN WAS COMMENDABLE.
SINCE THAT TIME WE HAVE DISCUSSED HIS PROJECT WORK UNDER THE ROSENWALD FELLOWSHIP,
PRIOR TO HIS TRAVEL TO ENGLAND AND SUBSEQUENTLY.

| THINK BY BACKGROUND AND TEMPERAMENT MR, BRAXTON HAS EXCELLENT QUAL IFICATIONS
TO SUCCEED IN HIS OBJECTIVE OF TRAINING IN REGIONAL PLANNING, HIS "REPORT OF PROGRESS"
AND "PLAN OF WORK FOR THE COMING YEAR" ARE VERY MUCH IN LINE WITH THIS ESTIMATE AND
| HOPE HE WILL THEREFORE ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF BEING CONTINUED AS A ROSENWALD FELLOW
UNTIL HIS WORK PLAN 1S COMPLETED,

,, [ 7 Z s [ - H i 1
41 k. y
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed..........: l ............. 3

Position or Title... ARCHITECT AND TTTY PLANNER; TECHNICAL DIRECTOR OF THE LIBERIAN
CENTENN1AL COMMISSTON
Address 1927-ELEVENTH STREET, NORTHWEST, WASHINGTON 1, B, C,
; | =5 / - - . y

________ Date MARCH 3,.1947

Julius Rose’néeﬂd Fund,
stamped ed%pe is enclosed

Please return to the Division for Fellowships,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed,




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate James Sylvester Braxton

Report Requested of Lewis K. Downing
Howard University
Washington, D. C.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

JWC} . Q%w(

. William C. Haygood

Director for Fellowships

REPORT

I have reviewed the attached "Report of Progress and Plan of Work for
the Coming Year" of Mr. James S, Bx.'axton. I have also had the opportunity
of a visit by Mr. Braxton during a brief recess veriod a week or so ago. At
that time I was able to discuss with him some phases of hie program,

He has a well orgenized plan, I believe he is making positive progress,

He is working in a comparatively new field. For this work I believe , P! |
N & 4
he has a most remarkable background, I believe he w’illjﬁ)ve & sound
: ‘ = y
investment, 7 '(M\f 4
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and

hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Yes.
Signed...... L. ST > N UTA 7AN 7
Position or Title_.--D.eam..§nhogl.9£..ma%1ng.snd.$mhimm.er Howard University
Address.....240L = _6%h._Street. N. ¥, ., Mashington l;-Se.-Le / - .
Hate-.://'\liﬁhmy.n.. 1947 1'/

/L
Julius Ro ’[ Id Fund, ;
stamped e pe is enclose&/

-

Please return to the Division for Fellowships,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed,
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate James Sylvester Braxton
Report Requested of Dr. Frank M. Snowden

Howard University
Washington, D. C.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

W. Haygood
Director for Fellowships

&

REPORT
I have read WMr. B ton? lan of wo for the comi r and I am
happy to write i upnort of it I subnitted last T etuiled estimate
of Mr. Braxton's capacitv to nursue tl ork which he has done durine the
st year. 1In addition to whet I steted in my oricinal recommendation,, I
believe that a renews)l of his fellowshin will be an excellent investment in
education. In my judegment, it is importsnt thst well-nuelified Negroes should
be trained in zll fields, esvecizlly in = fie?."i T k "334-#-"_ t/(\ ‘f"t"@x’,"?_!ﬁc:’ ; H
Mr. Braxton has chosen. I hope, therefore. thecliEs J'?:‘T y; Tfa//\k’l roceeliye the y
ff A | /
award which he sceks [Mﬁ \ y OVER




Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

_________ I , ‘ | T)ata T’W // /91/7

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Jul
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed,

stamped eﬂ%pe is enclosed /
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND o
4901 ELLIS AVENUE LAl

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. James Sylvester Braxton

Report Requested of Mr.  Lewis K. Downing, Deen
School of Engineering
Howard University
Washington, D. C.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it  with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “‘worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications -
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Mrs. William C. Haygood
Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Mro, James Sylvester Braxton is a graduate engineer; a brilliant stue
dent and, for & period of about one year, served as Instructor in Mechani=
cal Engineering at Howard University,

During his tenure as instructor at Howard University and in face of
the fact that it was at a time when satisfactory replacements on engineere
ing staffs were very difficult to make, I approved and mc-lendocLa leave
oa absence for Mr. Braxton to do Engineering mulhti% vork in Africa 4

in connection uith the preliminery plans for bPe Liberia i) éentan:lal. e

P / OVER




Mr. Braxton has had construction and other experience in Goverument
low=cost housing or community development projects,
Considerable attention now is being placed on City and Regional

planning and I believe inoreased attention will be placed on this type of

program in the future,
Mr, Braxton was sufficiently interested in developing in this field
to resign his position at Howard University to enter upon its study at Hare
vard University.
! He is a capable man; should profit by the training, and I believe will

be successful in the pursuit of the profession.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

{

Iy 251_ 1946
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Julius Rose/f /\/\l‘d Fund, "
, stamped empe isﬂ»enclose/gl.f'

. Please return to the Division for Fellowships,
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND f\v’?
4901 ELLIS AVENUE [

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. James Sylvester Braxtom -

Report Requested of Dr. Harvey N. Davis, President
Stevens Institute of Technology
Hoboken, New Jersey

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your-frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving” students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Mrs. William C. Haygood
Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Jim Braxteon is colored, He applied for admission to the Stevens
Institute of Technology as of September, 1933, Ve have & competitive scholarship
offered to residents of Jersey City., In the competition for this scholarship
Jim Brexton stood head and shoulders above every other competitor, and was
awarded this scholarship. Before he had been here two months he was not only
active in our Dramatic Society, but was picked e&s the prompter: of the fall play
because, as one of the officers told me, he was the most dependable men they
had. He was on our Dean's List throughout his sophomore year, He had a bril-
liant academic record during his first two years here, and a wholly satisfactory
one during his last two years. Toward the end of his Junﬂor year the officers
of our student chapter of Tau Beta Pi came 1nto one av znd*S&fﬁn“We
want to elect Jim Brexton to Tau Beta Pi, and cqse_,ou P Bhbre is ///J
wrong about electing a Negro, we have here lette“s from e national ofllcer A
telling us thet we have a perfect right to, if _ﬁ 4 \4§o th\y\did. \

i ov

_4 , Ry T

|

UJJJ\/ERSJT’/



When he gradusted I got him a job in Altenta University whers he was,
T believe, Assistenmt Engineer in charge of their newly erected power plent.
Since then he hes, I understend, been associated on some construction jobs of
considerable magnitude with a well lmown colored contractor. His present plen
of study is a natural outgrowth of his preparation and experience. I expect
him to do & brillient job at it, and becoause of it.

Both lrs. Davis and I have had some contact with his femily, end wn-
less we are much mistaken, they ere fer from well off finencially. I judge that
he is underteking this program of study wholly on his own resources, I know of.
no Stevens slumus, colored or ¥hite, with a finer cheracter, with better netural
ebility, or more deserving of your friendly consideration,

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Signed H N 'ICQ*-":—O-

Fatal: o C W NEp— Hoboken, New.Jarsay.......... X K i
""" o _ﬁfate/ b \\ "—%6 1( /
Ple'ase return to the Division for Fellowships, ) ( \\\
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped enyelope W |




JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. James Sylvester Braxton

Report Requested of Dr. Frank M. Snowden, Assistant Dean
Howard University
Washington, D. C.

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

g i e

Mrs. William C. Haygood
Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT

I have read the plan of study presented by Mr. Braxton and I am happy
to write in support of it. Although L am not in the field of Engineering
and City-planning, as a former Rosenwald Fellow, I believe I know well the
purposes and aims of the awards. I believe that the candidate, on the basis
of his training and experience, has the ability to make a noteworthy con-
tribution in the area which he has selected. His record at Stevens Institute

of Technology showed promise which, in my ‘BstE‘“ ma t10] ‘ha/s (h%emfm# B

or j’iChA lepnltes ‘the Rosen-
wald Fund will have made an excellent investment in ed fDBElon.. J OVE

e >

feel confident that if he receives the award

4

|

U NIV ERS.I

f

Y



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? VES

Address Washington 1, D, C. - [

7 '\ ymtage | B
IS ITEIITEY SRl el o w2 B\ i | 4
............................................................... . Date..././ 4 %g:l.@.ry.---;%;.,.1—.9.4.&---.--....L
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, ]uTus‘ Ros "/\/\ d Fund, v I8 /
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped e pe if{gpclosed J
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE { W

CHICAGO 15 i
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. James Syivester Braxton

Report Requested of Mr. Williem J. Trent, Jr., Executive Director
United Negro College Fund, lnc.

38 East 57th Street

New York 22, New York

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

A o U A

Mrs. William C. Haygood
Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT

by Fob e e W“*/{\J‘q\‘”\b\’ | 1(
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Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

g -

._-—-—_..___\ :
Simnedic . o .. N\ - \\ ................ \ W
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Please return to the Division for Fellowships, ]uhus Ros /
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped Ee is enclosed
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VIA AIR MAIL

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

'CHICAGO 15

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate - James Sylvester Braxton

Report Requested of Professor G. Holmes Perkins
Harvard University

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s qualifications
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated.

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,

Mrs. William C. Haygood
Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT

In reply to your letter of April 18 concerning Mr. James S. Braxton's
application for a fellowship, I have already given you on your form,
under date of February 28, 1946, most of the information which I think
you ask for.

Mr. Braxton's program I believe to be a well-considered one, and I be-

lieve him to be well gualified to undertake the work. He has made an

extremely good impression with us and I may say that he is certainly

"free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain

and hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities."

He has made friends easily in the School and h: has been ?émmsuall successful [ /

in working cooperatively with teams. Ther 1s n thi - hardexr than %o do
a collaborative project and his success a ell it his future.




There is particular need for men like Mr. Braxton in the public service,
and particularly in his chosen field of housing. The experience which
he might gain by going to England would be particularly valuable since
in planning they are politically somewhat ahead of us in this country
and I believe there is much to be learned from the experience which
they are gaining in the reconstruction of their blitzed cities. Parti-
cular study needs to be made of the operation of their Town and Country
Planning Act of 1944 under which work is just getting under way. Their
problems and their attitudes and traditions are sufficiently similar to

ours sd that this experience would be exceedingly valuable. Mr. Braxton's

training and personality would enable him to gain a great deal from such
a visit, and it should be valuable to him in the continuing work which he
proposes to do at Harvard. I feel I can support his candidacy without
reservation.

(See above)

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

B -6
v e P SR e J / rﬂ. 24, 1945J
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Please return to the Division for Fellowships, ]uhus Ros : \/
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped e 5: is enclosed
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
4901 ELLIS AVENUE

CHICAGO 15
Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship

Name of Candidate Mr. James Sylvester Braxton

Report Requested of Mr. G. Holmes Perkins, Chairman
Department of Regional Planning
Graduate Schocl of Design
Harvard University, Cambricdge, Massachusetts

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name
as a reference. The candidate’s plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement.

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant’s qualifications and an appraisal of his
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships
are not intended to give aid to “worthy and deserving™ students, but to enable people of exceptional
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant’s quahﬁcatlons
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be apprecxated

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence,
/ £ (/ ‘/’2:—7’7 /v/

Mrs. William C. Haygood
Acting Director for Fellowships

REPORT

Mr. Braxton is an extremely able student who has shown unusual initiative

in the gathering of materials from various public sources in the course of
his work at Harvard. The acquisition of such data is never an easy task

as it involves contact with many public bodies which often keep their informa-
tion Jealously to themselves. 'He has shown imagination, skill and energy

in such work. In the analysis of the data gathered and the preparation of
proposals and plans his work has been of a uniformly very high standard. His
sincerity is marked.

In respect to his program of study I cannot give absolute assurance that the
Ministry of Town and Country Planning in London ca.n offer him a job before

his arrival there. I have been in touch wi can Embassy and the
Housing and Planning Attache of the Embassy once s problem, and am
told that they feel certain such a job would| be availa but probably

/\‘\ Al
o N (




cannot be arranged for ahead of time because of the restriction which the
Ministry of Labor places upon the employment of foreigners. The possibility
of employment is, however, so good that I would not question Mr. Braxton's
project from this point of view.

The advantages of the proposed working period in London are that because of
the serious destruction caused by the war it is probable that England, and
London in particular, will not only be planning for reconstruction, but

will be actively engaged in it before similar activity is likely in this
country. Historically English planning has also been a generation ahead of
planning in this country, particularly as far as legislation is concerned.
Historically our country has tended to follow along the lines that have previ-
ously been established in England and therefore the work which is presently
being done in London may prove to be of decisive influence in the further
development of planning in this country in the coming decades. I do not sug-
gest that American in any sense has followed slavishly England's precedent,
for that is far from being the case. Many of the ideas and much of the legis-
lation which has been proposed have first originated in England. Therefore
the value of such work to Mr. Braxiton should be exceedingly great. The

fact that in England one of the prinecipal problems of planning revolves
around the question of providing adequate housing should also stand him in
exceedingly good stead if he is eventually to enter the public service in
housing.

The above comments have been as candid and eritical as I cen make them.
Mr. Braxton is certainly worthy of your most serious consideration as s
candidate for a fellowship.

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities?

Mr. Braxton is not only free from personality handicaps but has proved
himself an exceedingly able collaborator within the teams of students
working on planning problems. He has not only shown great ability but
also distinguished lead.ership and has gained the respect of all his

fellow students. 9 Y e /
: e .‘4\

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Flius_ Rosé 7 1d Fund /
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped e pe 1S € e\@ Y
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Name James Sylvester Eraxton Field: Public
Administration
Graduzte student
31 Divinity Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts

Plan of Work

To pursue study at Harvard University, leading to Ph.D. in regional
planning and to study for four months during the next year with the Ministry of
Town and Country Planning in London, England.

Requests grant for one year beginning June, 1946. Wishes to work toward
Ph.D, at Harvard University under the supervision of Professor Holmes Perkins.

Personal Data Born Waukegha, Wisconsin, July, 1914, Age: 31
Single, two partial dependents. Draft Status: 4A

Undergraduate Work

Technieal Stevens Institute of Technology, M.E., 1937.

Graduate Work

Experience Assistant engineer, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgis, 1937-41,

$1500; chief engineer, Samuel Plato, Louisville, Kentucky, 1941-43,
§4100; instructor, Howard University, Washington, D. C., 1943-4i4,
$2300; engineer consultant, Hilyard R. Robinson, Washington, D. C,.,
1944~45, $4000.

Accomplishments Tau Beta Pi.
National Technical Association.

Made extensive engineering surveys and topographic maps of the site
for the proposed Liberian Covernment Center in Liberis, ¥West Africa,
while working with Hilyard R. Robinson.

Edgar BE. Bacon scholarship, Stevens Institute of Technology, 1933-37,
$1200; Endowment Participstion scholarship, Stevens Institute of
Technology, 1934-37, $600.

References

Sarvey N. Davis, Stevens Institute of Technology

William J. Trent, Jr., United Negro College Fund

Lewis K. Downing, Howard University

Frenk M, Snowden, " Budget Summary
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James 8. Braxton 1

PLEASE RETURN

STATEMENT OF PLAN OF WORK TO
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND

e R -

The proposed program, one year of which I shell complete
by June 1946, is that of pursuing studies leading to the
degree of Dootor of Philosophy in Regiomsl Plenning at
Harvard University. At present I am registered for the
Bachelor of City Planning Degree, a graduate degree. This
was done upon the advice of ﬁof. G. Holmes Perkins, my
ddviser and chairman of the Department of Regiomal Plamning,
for he says in a letter to me "I believe it would be pos-
sible and desirable for you to take the Bachelor's degree
in planning on the way. This would not slow down your
preparation and would at the same time give you the pro-
fessional degree in planning.”

The program of study is administered by the Council of the
Department of Regionmal Planning, whose members are concerned
with those disociplines applicable to planning. A candidate
for the Ph., D. degree would be examined on those phases of
several major fields which are most closely associated with
planning. These fields would include physical planning
(engineering, sarchitecture, landsocape architecture), econo-
mics, sociology, public sdministration, and political

sclence,

That part of the program which proposes & peried of study
with the Ministry of Town and Country Planning in London

is a fulfillment of a requirement that W J /
&g

spend a period of intermeship with a Zﬁﬁ
/\
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James S. Braxton

While Prof, Perkins was in London with a Massachusetts dele-
gation, placing the adventages of & Massachusetts site be-
fore the Unived Nations Organisation, he made arrangements
with the Ministry to send Harvard students there for study.
Prof. Perkins is of the opinion that such a period of study
would be far more advantageous than a similar period spent
with a plamning agency in this country. The Ministry of
Town and Country Plamning is the agency which has fostered
the development of the London County Plen and the Greater

London Plan, both of which have been published recently.

I entered upon this course of study at Harvard University
in September 1945 and expect that I shall be able to com~
plete all requirements by June 1948,

After the completion of the above outlined studies, I plan
to enter the public service in housing. I am convinced that
the problems of housing, slum eredication and blight are
~all parts of a larger urban pattern which, for a lasting
and not palliative treatment, will require a many-sided ine
sight into the social, economic, govermmental, and design
problems involved in creating a suitable environment for

living.
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LETIERS OF AREFFRENCE
Jemes Sylvester Braxton

Mr, Lewis X, Downing, Dean, School of Fogineering end Architsciure,
Howard University

Mr. Janes Sylvester Braxton is & greduste englneer; a
brilliant student and, for a period of about one M, served as Instructor
in Mechanical Emgineering at Howard University.

During his tenure as instructor at Howard University and
in face of the fact that it was at a time when satiszfactory replacements
on engineering staffs were very difn:;lut to make, I-np_rmod and recommend-
¢d & leave of absence for Mr, Braxton to do Engineering Consultetion work
in Africa in connection with the preliminary plens for the Liberlan
Centenial,

Mr, Brexton bhas had consgtruction and other experi- nce
in Government low-cost houzing or comaunity development projects,

Considerable attention now is being pluced on City
and Regionel plenning and I believe incressed attentionm will be pluced
on this type of program in the future,

Mr. Braxton wes sufficlently interested in developing
in this field to resign his position at Howard University to enter upon
its study at Harverd University. |

He is & eapable man; should profit by the training,
and I believe will be successful in the pursuit of the profession,

Dr, Harvey N, Devis, President, Stevens Institute of Technoloyy,
Hoboken, New Jersey

Jim Braxton is cclored, He applied for admission to
the Stevens Institute of Techmology as of Septeabdr, 1935, qﬁ\;oi
competitive scholarship offered to residen /it ty, In &

petition for this scholarship Jim Braxton of



Letters of Reference - Jumes Sylvester Braxton -2

every other competitor, and was awarded this scholarship. Before he had
been here two wmonths he wea not only sctive in our Dramatic Bociety, but
wag plcked as the prompter of the fall ;lay becsuse, &8s one of the
officers told me, he was the most de;enduble men they had., He was on
ocur Dean's List throughout his sephomore year, He had a brillisnt sca-
demic record during his first twoe years here, and a wholly satisfectory
one during his last two years. Towerd the end of his junior year the
officers of cut student chapter of Tou Beta Pi cume into my office one
day and sald "We want to elect Jim Braxton to Tau Beta Pi, and in case you
think there is anything wrong about electing a Negro, we have here
letters from every national officer telling us that we have & perfszct
right to, if we want to." B8So they did,

¥hen he graduated I got him & job in Atlanta University
where he was, I believe, Assistant Engineer in cherge of their newly
erected power plant, Since then he hus, I understand, becn sssocisted on
some construction jJobs of conziderable magnituds with a well known colored
ugatmm. His present plan of study is & nmatural outgrowth of his
preperation and experience, I expeet him to do a brillisnt job st it, and
becuuse of it,

Both lrs. Devis and I have had some contact with his
femily, and unless we are much misteken, they are far from well of finan-
eially. I Judge that he is undertaking this program of study wholly on his
own regources. I know of no Stevens alumnus, colored or white, with a
finer charucter, with better matural ability, or more deserving of your
friendly conglideration.

- es W s .- -
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Letters of Reference -~ Jumes fylvester Braxton -

Lo Tronk H. Suowden, Assistant Deen, College of Liberal Arts, Howard

I have read the plsn of study presented by Mr. Braxton
and I am happy to write in support of it. 4Although I am not in the field
of Engineering anu City-plemning, as & former Rosenweld Fellow, I believe
I konow well the purposes and alms of the sawerds. I believe that the candi-
date, on the basis of his training and experience, has the ability to make
& noteworthy contribution in the aree which he has selecteds His record at
Stevens Institute of Technology showsd yromise which, in my estimation, hes
been fulfilled, I feel confident that if he receives the award for which
he applies, the Rosenwald Mund will have made an excellent investment in
eduecation,

- . e -

Mr, ¥ililiam J. Trent, Jr., Executive Director, United Negro College Fund, Inc,
' New York

I have known Mr. Brexton over a perlod of five or six
years - at Atlanta University, Howard University and with Sumuel Plato,
I had an opportunity to observe his work ead his working attitudes vhem
he was with Flato on & housing Job financed by FWA. He was conscientious
to the point of zlmost being Sediocus. He huw"a good grasy of his work and
got along well with his co-workers, I havé)purd Hillyard Robingon give
good account of his work with him overseas, I believe Braxton will gzive
& good mecount of himself in his new wnderteking.

- . - -




April 30, 1946

Dear Mr. Braxton: It is a pleasure to inform you
that you have been selected by the
Committee on Fellowships of the Julius Rosenwald Fund

to receive a grant of Two thousand five.hundred.dellars
0) for a twelve-month period for studies in

) - 50 (O Y AN eI A
Faptonsl planning, ot Harvard University and with the
Ministry of Town and Country Planning, Lomdon.

S s T e s .5-’/!.\‘.w.éﬁﬁ?&&?ﬁiww.&b‘&f\iﬂﬁlwﬁﬁsmﬁiﬂﬁ{few‘&‘y@i‘. PRy
I want to point out the fszect that
the funds included in this award are not subject to
Federal Income Tax.

Will you please let us know at
once whether or not you cen accept the fellowship?
Au announcement of the Committee's selections will
soon be made, and it can include only those from whom
acceptances have been received.

Sincerely yours,

i 1AM C HAYGEOOU
WCH: S0 Director for Fellowships

Mr. James Sylvester Eraxton _
31 Divinity hall

Harverd University
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts
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