
To 

Accounts 

N ro Fellowship 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by 

C 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date 

ip - - - - - - - - - - 15 . 

Appropriation No. Debit 

4 7 150 . O 

Posted by 

Credit 



To 

C 

r 

Accounts 

Prepared by Checked by 

J.. . 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date .,l l 

0 1 ,0. 

Appropriation No. Debit 

4';-7 1;0 .00 

Posted by 

Credit 



To 

br ' 

• 

Accounts 

ie o Fellow hip 

Prepared by 

le 
Checked by 

t 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date , l~ 7 

- ................ __ __ __ 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

45-7 150. 00 

Posted by 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

To Payment Voucher No. 

Date ) J .' 7 

C tt 

nt 
__ ..,.. _ .., _ __ 

.. 
J • 

Accounts Appropriation No, Debit Credit 

llo L,, - 7 ·150 .00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

1 Compa;olle 



To 

t 

Ck~ 3 60 

Accounts 

ro e o ship 

Prepared by 

le 

Checked by 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. .31 

Date 946 

Appropriation No. Debit 

45-7 150. 00 

Posted by 

Credit 

y 



To 

br d , 

Accounts 

N gro Fe ow hips 

Prepared by 

l am 
Checked by 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

4 7 15 .oo 

Posted by 



To 

id e , 

J • 5 ll 

Accounts 

egro F llowsl i p 

Prepared by 

le 

Checked by 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date r 

t 

u .. i 

Appropriation No. Debit 

4 7 150 . 00 

Posted by 

Credit 



{PJc?I 11_1 I fJJc/.t 

£ 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

CAMBRIOlllE, MASSACHUSETTS 

0 

t0f3 I 
31 Divinity Hall 

October 29, 1946 

Dear Mr. Haygood: 

I would like to inquire about the possibility 

of obtaining a renewal of my fellowship for my last 

year ( 1947) at Harvard. 

Would you please send me the necessary 

information? 

Mr . William C. Haygood 
Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, 15, Ill. 

Sincerely yours, 

.-/5~ 
Braxton 

E R I 
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Dear Miss Elvidge1 

/ 

/)t, :.:/,1 

ERS TY 

CHU SETTS 

31 Divinity Hall 

May 15, 1946 

;Gl 

This is an acknowledgement or the 

, receipt of a check for 1300 from the Rosenwald 

Fund. 

I wish also to express my sincere 

appreciation. 

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Secretary and Comptroller 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Ill. 

Sincerely yours, 

0 

I 

S I 



I 

May 1.3, 1946 

Dear -r . Braxton : Enclos% JOU ~111 find our· e zck 

f.Js: i,l , JOO tm,a ... J the cost;:; of 

Jl , 200, will bo pa id in tl igh t Llon r.hly in.; ta.1.1.;nen ts of 

i l50 each beginning October 11 1946 . 

DM:LCJ 

.. r . • runes S. J raxton 
31 • vinity Ji 11 
Camo dge, ussacnusetts 

VarJ truly yo..irs, 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 

U IVtERSITY 
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FE.LLO 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

CAMBRIO!JE, MASSACHUSETTS 

SH\PS 
~ 1,·,1 & r')µ 

i-,--------1----1------
1 

I 
31 p..,-.,-1-:-r---...-h-....----+--t---

May 9 

Dear Miss Elvidge: 

Since there are several saili ngs 
from New York on June 1, I should like to be 
prepared to leave on that date . Therefore, it 
might be best to have the grant for England 
( 1300) at least two weeks before that time. 

As to the remainder,{ $1200), 
it would be quite satisfactory to divide it into 
eight equal payments of $150 each, beginning 
October l, 1946 and continuing monthly thereafter. 

All checks may be mailed to this 
address until further notice. 

Miss Dorothy A. Elvidge 
Secretary and Comptroller 
Julius Rosemvald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Ill . 

Sinoere5 yours, 

.6 
s. 

E R S I 



May 6, 1946 

Dear Mr . Braxton: I have seen the recent correspondence 
which ;cu huve he.Ii \ll. .,h L.~ . Ha:,•cocd 

in c0i111oction ,•,ith the fello .. scip gr ... nt c.v1c.rdcd to ;;ou a 
srort t_;_me u5 o . It i~ cu..,tom, ... rt fol' us to n ... ke pa11?lent 
in 1:,onthly inJtallm.::nts .::prec.u over- th:.. period for -ghich 
t he l.nt..l'~ r,c..S acJ.c!.e , but it \~ill p.cob .... bly be easier f or 
you to receive t.t~ fund.s nece.;..,uI"'/ for :atud;y in Zngland 
in one puyment before leaving thil:, country. 

\', .• en you are re,;i.d:,, to ·::iegin ,:ork 
under your grui t , pl et:.Sti writ~ me, 6 i ving • .he pr.ymen t plrui 
beat ::suited t.o your n0eds c'.il.Ld i..i1e a.<1dross "to v;hich your 
cl'1ecks sho·llla. be mailed. .Any c11ru..6e of address Jurinc; Lhe 
tenure of J our f'ellv»ship ;,,.,ou.lc. be reported ii::unedii.. tely 
~o ti1at you ~ill r eceive your pu.ymenta v:_ithout del ay. 

Very truly yours , 

. COROTHY A . ELVIDGE 
DAE: LCM 

Mr. \ James Sylvester Braxto.~n~~l§§•-"~ -
.31 ~vinity Hall .,..., 
Harvfi'l-d University 
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 

'@1,1 'ti [t '. ' 
~ 

u I ✓ '" s J f 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

-

\ LH 
r-!..J.:!Tu-~---r---t--+-

FEi...LOWS 

\_J_ _ __J. ___ ..i..-----:rno1 vinity Hall 

May 3., 1946 

Dear Mr. Haygood: 

This letter will confirm the 

acceptance of the fellowship offered me as indicated 

in my telegram to you on May 1., 1946 . 

May I again express my appreciation 

to the Fund . 

Mr . William C. Haygood 
Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Ill. 

Sincerely yours , 

,~ J, -K~ 
James 

u 

t 

I 
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,/ 
SYMBOLS ' CLASS OF SER VICE 

-- DL•Oay Letter This is a full-rate WESTERN 
Telegram or Cable-

UN I 0 N 
NL• Night Utter 

gram unless its de-
ferred character is in• LC=Defcrrcd Cable 
dicated by a suitable 

NL T-Cablc N(aht ~rtcr cymbol above or pre-
ceding the address. 

A . N . WILLIAMS ' 
Ship Rad iogram 
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Aprill , 1946 

Dear ih'. Perkins: Mr . ames Sylveste 
to us for a fellows 

study under your irection for the coming year. He i s propo i ng 
to ~ork on the project which is enclosed with this letter. 

Our Committee on Fallo ships feels t hat 
it would be in a better position to jud e t he potenti ities 
of r . tlr~xton •s request if e could get a confidential state ent 
from you on both the feasibility of the proposals and the 

illties of t he man, and I arn wonderi i 'OU oul d be kind 
e o~gh to lo k over his plan of ork and ve us your evalua­
tion . 

Our Committee meets for it fine.I decisi ons 
on t he 26th of this month , an I sho l d lik to be able to report 
your reaction to them . If it is possible for you to a.ke a 
statement on the enclosed sheet and return it to me as soon a 
possible , both I the members of e Co ittee ~ill be deeply 
trat eful . 

;iCH: EN 
Enclos es 

Jr . G. Holmes Perkins 
Gr duate School of esign 
Harvard University 
Cambrid e, -ssuchusetts 

Sincerely, 



April lS , 1946 

Dear Ur. binson: Yr } J es Sylvester ruton is 
upk ~ing to this F 

fellowship to enable hi to pursue advance stu ·es at 
Harvard University and in En land . He roposes to ork 
on the project which is enclosed with this letter. 

The members of our Fellowship 
Co ttee ould very much like to get your confidential 
estimate of both the project and of Mr. Braxton, o.nd for 
that reason I takin the liberty of writing you 
directl y . I£ you woul.d be kind enou6h to give us an 
ev uation on the sheet enclosed for that purpose , both 
I and the members of the Committee woul.d be very rat e 
Our fin meeting , at which the successful candidates 
will Le chosen , will be on the 26th of this month, a I 
hope it will be ~ossible for you to return the statement 
t o me sometime next week o th t I can bring it to the 
attention of the Committee. 

,CH : EN 
closures - 2 

Mr . Hilyard R. Robinson 
1927 - 11th treet, 1 • • 

ashington, D. C. 

Sincerely yours, 

• 



\JI 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBR I DGE, MASSACH U SETTS 

Suite 31 Divinity Hall 

December 28, 1945 

Dear Mrs. Haygood: 

I am sending under separate cover by air­

mail special delivery. registered , all of the ma­

terials required in making application for a 

Rosenwald Fellowship . 

I am sorry that they must be so late, but 

part of the material sent was not available to me 

until recently . I trust that they will reach your 

office before closing time . 

Sincerely yours, 

~-2.t5~ 

Mrs. filliam C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis venue 
Chicago, Ill . 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CAMBRIDBE, MASSACH USETTS 

Dear Mrs . Haygood: 

Divinity Hall 31 
October 10, 1945 

FEL Q\NSHI 

I am writing to ask that you send 

me the blanks and other material required for 

making application for a Rosenwald Fellowshi p 

applying to 1946- 47. 

Sincerely yours, 

/ J~:___. J. -;S~-ft:._ 

\ J ames S .\ Bra@Pa 

Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15 • I 11. 

J J~ I r__, 

I T 



Dear Mr. Braxton, 

J 'Ulle 14, 1945 

Your letter t o ~r . Embree has 
been referred to me for an~wer. 

I am sorry that :tt i s not pos­
si ble for you to cpply f or a feilo~enip for 1945-46. 
The oompetition closed in J anuary , and the awards 
'!'fere announced last m~nth. 

We are enclosing a statement 
giving i nfor"ll.n.tion about our fello;.ship progrwn. 
If you are interested i n maki ng application f or 
1946-4"/ , • ~ should be gl ad to have you write for 
blanks when they are ready for di s tribution thi s 
coming September. 

VH*RR 
encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs . Will iam C. Haygood 
Act i ng Direct or f or Fellowships 

UNIVERSITY 



ERE 

1 9 4 5 

Dear Sir: 

I should like to inquire as to the avail­
ability of fellowships for Negroes in the field of 
Regional Planning. I em planning to enter Harvard 
University in the Graduate School of Design, De­
partment of Regional Planning, in the fall of this 
year. 

I might recount some of my previous pro­
fessional training asbackground of a candidate 

0 

for the Doctorate in the field of Regional Planning. 

I was graduated in 1937 from the Stevens 
Institute of Technology, Hoboken, N. J. with the 
degree Mechanical Engineer. The curriculum is 
not specialized, as the degree might indicate, but 
is broad, and devoted to the fundamentals of en­
gineering. I had the good fortune to be the win­
ner of the Edgar B. Bacon Scholarship, which car­
ried a stipend of $1200 . Other awards, won com­
petitively, totaled about 600. In my junior 
year, I was elected to Tau Beta Pi, national hon­
orary engineering society, and was subsequently 
graduated in the first quarter of the class. 

Since graduation, most of my eDCperience 
' has been in housing construction. As a result of 
this experience, I have developed an interest in 
the economic, sociological, and technical phases 

, of planning. 

In 1941, I "as associated ith the firm. 
of Samuel Plato, Contractor e.nd struotural En­
gineer, as chief engineer on the construction of 
a 350,000 housing project in Louisville, Ky. I 
served as chief engineer with the same firm on 
the construction of two other projects - one in 
Baltimore costing lp00,000 and another in ash­
ington, D. c., whose estimated cost was over 
$1 ,000, 000. Recently, I have returned from a 
flight to West A£rica, Liberia to be specific, 
wi. th Hilys.rd R. Robinson, Arohi tect and Town 
Planner. I was there engaged i maki sb e pr -
liminary surveys and studies in conneoti with 
the forthcoming Liberian Centennial. Fo rf he 

f~' 
I E 

I 

y 



past two years I have been on the faculty of the 
School of Engineering and Architecture, Howard U. 

I am convinced that the profession of 
regional planning is one in which a Negro could 
be of great service, since so much attention is 
now being given thorough civic planning by Federal 
and other agencies. This new type of planning 
embraces the social, economic, and technical sci­
ences in the solution of the problems of slum e­
radication and prevention, community planning, 
and the dynamics of modern cities. 

I would greatly appreciate information 
on the possibility of my qualifying for a fellow­
ship to pursue studies in this field. 

Sincerely yours, 

o=.:.~~~ 
Mr. Edwin R. Embree, Secretary 
The Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Chicago, Illinois 

UNIVERs1 -rv 



JULnJS ROSENW.All) FUND 

Application for Renewal of Fellowship 

Application for reappointment should be filed by February l, 1947 

Please attach seven copies each of a report of progress under your grant, and of 
your plan of work for the coming year. 

Name in full James Sylvester Braxton 

Present address 31 Divinity Hall, Harvard University, Can.bridge, 381 Mass. 

Permanent address 54 Fremont street, Jersey City 4, New Jersey 

Concise statement of plan of work I plan to continue study at Harvard University 

leading to the degree or Doctor of Philosophy in Regional Plap;ing, During this 

next year, which will be m.y third at Harvard. I plan a summer term of study 

including preliminary work on a thesis, 

Institution you wish to attend __ H_a_r_v_a_r_d_ U_n_i_v_e_r_s_i_t.Y _____________ _ 

Present status of work toward your degree, if any At this date, I have 

completed a year and a half or course work toward the degree , plus a s,ymger 

spent ;n England at tb0 Mj nis;i;cy: of Tow;c 1md Cmrntcy; Plapnjng 

Under whose supervision will you work? Professor G. Holmes Perkins 

Will any time be spent in field work? 



-2-

If you do not plan to have an institutional connection, how do you propose to spend 

your time? _-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_--_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-______________________ _ 

For what period are you requesting a renewal? June 1 1 1947 to May 31 1 1948 

Are you applying for a fellowship elsewhere? If so, please give details. 

No. 

Publications since you were awarded a fellowship. (Title, date, place of publication, 

------------------------------

Do you plan to return to your former poeition?_~o ______________ _ 

Draft etatus ___ 4.....,;:A _____________________________ _ 

/ 
References Hilyard R. Robinson, 1927 Eleventh st., N. w., Washington, D. C. 

/ Lewis K, Downing. Sch. of Eng. & rch •• Howard Univ .• • ashington, D. C. 

shington, D. c. / Dr. Fra,nk ¥, Snowden, Howard University, 

Budget est:ima.te 
Regular 
Sessions 

Room and board ___________ $ 100.00 Clothing ______________ _ 
Insurance ______________ _ 
Tuition _______________ _ 
Transportation ____________ _ 
Miscellaneous _____________ _ 

Total amount needed ----,-,,......---Amount applicant can provide -~ 

200.00 
103.00 
400.00 

75.00 
200.00 

1678.00 
2200,00 

Summer 
School 

250.00 

200.00 

75.00 
525.00 



1947 LM Reappointment 

Name James Sylvester Braxton Field: Public Administra­
tion 

Graduate student, Harvard University 
31 Divinity Hall, Harvard University, Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 

Plan of Work To continue study at Harvard University leading to the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy in Regional Planning. During this next year, which will be bis third at 
Harvard, he plans a summer term of study including preliminary work on a thesis. 

Requests renewal for one year beginning June 1947. Wishes to attend Harvard 
University and study under the supervision of Professor Ll. Holmes Perkins. 

Personal Data Born Waukesha, Wisconsin, July 1914 
Single , two partial dependents 

Age: 32 
Draft Status: 4A 

Undergraduate Work 
Technical Stevens Institute of Technology, M.E., 1937 

Graduate Work Harvard University, 1946-

Experience Assistant engineer, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia, 1937.,,.41, 
$1500; chief engineer, Samuel Plato, Louisville, Kentucky, 1941-43, 
4100; instructor, Howard University, Washington, D. c., 1943-44, 

$2300; engineer consultant, Hilyard R. Robinson, Washington, D. c., 
1944-45, $4000 

Accomplishments Tau Beta Pi; National Technical Association 

Research: Made extensive engineering surveys and topographic maps of the site for 
the proposed Liberian Government Center in Liberia, West Africa, while 
working with Hilyard R. Robinson 

Scholarships: Edgar B. Bacon scholarship, Stevens Institute of Technology, 1933-37, 
$1200; Endowment Participation scholarship, Stevens Institute of 
Technology, 1934-37, $6oO; Rosenwald Fund Fellowship, 1946, $2500 

References 
Hilyard R. Robinson, architect and city planner, Washington, D. C. 
L. K. Downing, Howard University 
Frank M. Snowden, Jr., Howard University 

I 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed ~1.200 
From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 
/ 

$2200 

r 



REPORT OF PROGRESS ND 

PL N OF ORK FOR THE COMING YEAR 

REPORT OF PROGRESS 

In England 

After an enforced wait ot about six weeks for a Brit sh Visa after re­

ceiving notice of the award of the fellowship, I was able to spend the 

rest of the summer in England, arriving ba.ck in this country just in 

time tor the opening of the tall term at Harvard. 

While in England, I was fortunate in being able to confer frequently 

with Professor Perkins, who, through the United States St&te Depart-

D -

ment was on a special assignment in the Ministry of Town and Country 

Planning. Under the guidance of Professor Perkins and others in the Mim­

istry, I was able to become acquainted with the work of the Ministry, 

study legislation setting up the new towns program, and visit oitiee 

and towns outside of Londono 

, In the Ministry office in London, I studied plans for the first of the new 

towns to be built in the London area. Under a recent bill passed in 

Parliament, the Ministry of Town and Country Planning has the responsi­

bility for developing ten new towns of around 601 000 population in the 

area near London. These towns will be the culmination of over forty 

years effort on the part of loyal supporters ot the garden city idea. 

The garden city, in brief, is essentially a self-contained.community, 

planned completely from the start, em.bodying high community standards, 

providing employment for its residents, and retaining its special 

character through unified ownership of land. 

I 

l 



On a number of occasions, I traveled to Manchester, Liverpool, 

Welwyn, . and Letchworth. The .first t1'f0 ci tiee have large comm.uni ties 

developed outside the city proper along garden city lines. These 

communities were built by the municipal councils in an effort to solve 

their housing problems. The latter two towns were built as the result 

of private efforts to carry out the garden city idea through limited 

dividend. corporation,. In each place I met the officials in charge 

and visited the sites. 

In addition, I visited the various planning and professional offices 

in. London such as the Town and Country Planning ilssociation, the Houe­

ing Center, The Association tor Planning and Regional Reconstruction, 

and the government resea.roh station at atford. 

In conclusion, I would like to state my belief that the experience 

was well worth the time and effort. The Bri tiah leadership in plan­

ning whole communitiee in a coordinated rational manner 11, I believe, 

to have important effect, throughout the rest of the world, particularly 

in those areas which have yet to be industrialized, and so have a 

chance to avoid the errors committed by the older countries. 

At Harvard 

I have completed one term of m:y second ye:ar • During this period, ae 

a student in the double course in Regional Planning, I participated 

in the preparation of a program. tor financing the building of a town 

designed last year in collaboration with the Department of .ll"chitecture. 

Our second project was a study of Boston8 a harbor and preparation of 

individual design■ for its rehabilitati on. 

2 
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In the Littauer Center of Public dminiatration I have taken "Public 

Administration."and "Economic .&Jlalysia and Public Policy•" given 

by Prof. /A. H. Hansen. 

For the next term, I shall be enrolled in a double course in Regional 

Plamrl.ng which will take up a housing problem.. course in sociology, 

"The Boston Community," and one in geography, "Economic Ocoupanoe of 

the Earth" will complete the schedule. 

PLAN OF WORK FOR THE COMING YEAR 

Professor Perkins has suggested that I attend summer school. He 

proposed a program ot one or t1ro courses, a special reading assign­

ment supervised by pertinent members of the .faculty, and preliminary 

work on "tJzy thesis. He says that I should then be able to appear for 

my general examination either in the fall of 1947, or perhaps in the 

first part of 1948. The entire year of 1947-48 would be spent mainly 

on research and thesis writing. However, it might prove advantageous 

, to take one or two courses in the fall term. It such a course were 

pursued, I would probably be able to receive the degree by June 1948. 

James s. Braxton 

3 
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

James Sylvester Braxton 

, Hilygd R. Robinson, architect and city planner, Washington, D. c. 

I have read Mr . Braxton ' s "Report of Progressa and 

"Plan of Work for the Coming Year" under his Rosenwal fellowship , now 

extant. Mr . Braxton was a member of my staff operating as a civil engineer 

during the time I as serving as technical consultant to the Liberian 

government in 1945. His ork then was commendable . Since that time we 

have discussed his project ork under the Rosenwald fel o ship, prior to 

his travel to nil d and subsequently. 

I think .by background and temperament Mr . Braxton has 

excellent qua.llf'ications to succeed in his objective of training in re­

gional planning. His "Report of Progress-n and 11Plan of Work for the 

Coming Year" are very much in line nth this estimate and I hope he nil 

therefore enjoy the benefits of bein continued as a Rosenwald Fellow 

until his .work plan i completed • 

. ~ . L . K. Downing, Dean, School of Engineering and Architecture , Howard 
University 

I have reviewed the attached aReport of Progress and 

Plan of ork for the Com.in Yearu of . James s. Braxton. I have lso 

had the opportunity of a visit by Mr . Braxton during a brief recess period 

a week or so ago . At that time I as able to discuss with him some phases 

of his program. 

He has a well organized plan. I believe he is malcing 

positive progress . 



Letters of Reference - James Sylvester Braxton -2-

He is lforking in a comparatively new field . For this 

work I believe he has a most remarkable background. Itelieve he will prove 

a sound investment. 

Mr, Frank M. Snowden, Jr,. Director of the Evening and Summer Schools, 
Holard University 

I have read Mr. Braxton ' s plan of ork for the coming 

year and I am happy to ite in support of it. I submitted last year a 

detailed estimate of Mr. Braxton•s capacity to pursue the work which he 

has done during the past year . In addition to what I stated in my original 

recommendation, I bell ve that a rene al of his !ello ship will be an excel­

lent investment in education. In my judgment, it is important that well­

qualified Negroes shoul be trained in all fields, especially in a field 

as important as the one which • Braxton has chosen. I hope, therefore, 

that • Br on will receive the a ard which he seeks . 

S T 



1946 EN 

Name James Sylvester Braxton Field: Publi c 
Administration 

Graduate Student 
31 Divinity Hall, Harvard University , Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 

Plan of Work 
To pursue study Bt H11 rvard University, leading to Ph.D . in regional 

planning and to study for four months during the next year with the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning in London , Englwd . 

Requests grunt fo r one year beginning June , 1946 . Wishes to work toward 
?h .D. at Harvard University under the supervision of Professor Holmes Perkins . 

Personal Data 

Undergraduate Work 

Born .aukesha, V,isconsin, July, 1914. 
Single. two partial dependents . 

Age: 31 
Draft Status: 4A 

Technical Stevens Institute of Technology, M. E., 1937 . 

Graduate Work 

Experience 

Accomplishments 

Assistant engineer , Atlanta University, AtlE.nt a , Georgi a , 1937-41 , 
$1500; chief engineer , Samuel Pl ato , Louisville , Kentucky, 1941-43 , 
$4100; instructor, Howard University , Washington , D. c., 1943-44, 

2300 ; engineer consultant , Hilyard R. Robinson , \ashington , D. C., 
1944-45 , c:>4000 . 

Tau Beta Pi . 
National Technical Associ ation . 

Made extensive engineering surveys and topographic maps of the site 
for the proposed Li beria..~ Government Center in Li beria , test i.frica , 
while \;·or king with Hilyard R. Robinson . 

F<lgar B. Bacon scholarship , Stevens Institute of Technology, 1933- 37, 
•1200; bldo ment Participation scholarship , Stevens Institute of 
Technology , 1934-37, ~600 . 

References 
Harvey N. Davis , Stevens Institute of Technology 
William J . Trent , Jr ., Uni ted Negro College Fund 
Lewis K. Dmming, Ho ard University 
Fr ank M. Snowden , 11 " 
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James s . Braxton 

S TEMENT OF PIAN OF ORK 

The proposed program, one year of which I shall co plete 

by June 1946, is that of pursuing studies leading to the 

degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Regional Planning at 

Harvard University . t present I am registered for the 

Bachelor of City Planning Degree, a graduate degree. This 

s done upon the advice of Prof. G. Holmes Perkins, my 

~dviser and chairman of the Department of Regional Planning, 

for he says in a letter to me "I believe it would be pos­

sible and desirable for you to take the Bachelor's degree 

in planning on the way. This would not slo down your 

prepar ation and would at the same time give you the pro­

fessional degree in planning. " 

The program of study is administered by the Council of the 

Department of Regional Planning, who e embers are concerned 

with those disciplines applicable to planning. candidate 

for the Ph. D. degree would be examined on those phases of 

several major fields which are most closely as ociated with 

planning. These fields would include physical planning 

(engineering, rchitecture, landscape architecture) , econo­

mics , sociology, public administration, and political 

sci nc . 

That part of the program which propose a pe riod of study 

with the Mini try of Town and Country Planning in ondon 

is a fulfillment of a requirement t 

spend a period of intern- ship with a 

1 



James s . Braxton 

Hhile Prof. Perkins was in London with a Massachusetts dele­

gation, placing the advantages of a Massachusetts site be­

fore the United Nations Organization, he made arrangements 

with the Ministry to send Harvard students there for study. 

Prof. Perkins is of the opinion that such a period of study 

would be fer more advantageous than a similar period spent 

with a planning agency in this country. The Ministry of 

Town and Country Planning is the agency which has fostered 

the development of the London County Plan and the Greater 

London Plan, both of which have been published recently . 

I entered upon this course of study at Harvard University 

in September 1945 and expect that I shall be able to com­

plete all requirements by June 1948 . 

After the completion of the above outlined studies , I plan 

to enter the public service in housing . I am convinced that 

the problems of housing, slum eradication and blight are 

all parts of a larger urban pattern which, for a lasting 

and not palliative treatment~ will require a many- sided in­

sight into the social , economic , governmental , and design 

problems involved in creating a suitable environment for 

living . 

I 

2 
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

James Sylvester Br ton 

Mr. Lewis K. Downing . Dean, School of 
Howard University 

eering d Architecture , 

Mr . James Sy vester r axton is a gr&duate engineer; a 

brilliant stu ent and, f or a eriod of about one year , served as Instr uctor 

in Mechanical Engineering at Howard University. 

During his t enure as instructor at Howard University and 

in face of the f ct that it was at a time when satisfactory replacements 

on engineering staffs were very difficult t o make , I approved and recommend­

ed a leave of absence for . Braxton to do Engineer ing Consultation vork 

in Africa in connection i th the preliminary plans for the Li erian 

Centenial . 

Mr . Braxton has had construction n other e erience 

in Government l o -cost housing or community develo ment projects. 

Considerab e attention no is being placed on City 

d Reg i onal planning and I believe increased attention ill be placed 

on this type of progra in the future. 

h' . Br axton was sufficiently inter ested in developing 

in this field to r esign his osition at Howard University to enter u on 

its study at Harvard University. 

He is a capable man; should rofit by the t r aining , 

and I believe ·11 be successful in the ursuit of the profession. 

Dr . Harvey N. Davis , President, Stevens Institute of Technology, 
Hoboken, New Jersey 

J im Braxton is colored . He a lied f or admission to 

the Stevens Institute of Technol ogy as of September 

competitive scholarshi p offered to r esi dents 

petiti on for this scholarshi 

N I 



Letters of Reference - J ames Sylvester Braxton -2-

every other competitor, d as awarded this scholarship . Before he had 

been here two months he was not only active in our Dramatic Society, but 

,as picked as the prompter of the fall l ay because, as one of the 

officers told me , he was the most de~endable man they had . He was on 

our Dean's List throughout his sophomore year. He had a brilliant aca­

de ic record during his first two years here , and a wholly satisfactory 

one during his last two years. Toward the end of his junior year the 

officers of out student cha ter of Tau Be Pi came into my office one 

day and said II e want to elect Jim Braxton to Tau Beta Pi, and in case ou 

think there is anything wrong about electing a Negr o, 1e have here 

letters from every nation 1 officer telling us that we have a perfect 

right to, if we want to . 11 So they did. 

When he graduated I got him a job in Atlanta University 

where he was , I believe, Assistant Engineer in charge of their newly 

erected power plant. Since then he has , I understand, been associated on 

some construct ion jobs of considerable magnitude wi t h a well known colored 

contractor. His present plan of study is a natur 1 outgrowth of his 

pre ar ation and experience . I expect him to do a brilliant job at it, and 

because of it . 

Both Mrs . Davis and I have had some cont ct with his 

family, and unless we are much mistaken, they are far from well of finan­

ciall . I judge that he is undertaking this pro r am of s tudy wholly on his 

own resources . I ovr of no Stevens alumnus , colored or white , with a 

finer character, ,ith better natural ability, or more deserving of your 

fr iendly co sideration . 



Letters of Reference - James Sylvester Braxton -3-

Dr . Frank i . Snowden, Assist t Dean, College of Liber al Arts, Howard 

I have read the lan of study presented by Mr. r a.xton 

and I am hap y to ite in su~port of it. ltho h I am not in the field 

of Engineering an City- l annin , as a former Rosenwald Fella,·, I believe 

I know well the urposes and aims of the a ards. I believe that the candi­

date , on the basis of his training and experience, h s the ability to make 

a note orthy contribution in the area which he has selected. His record at 

Stevens Institute of Technology showed promise which , in my estimation, has 

been fulfilled . I feel conf i ' ent that if he receives the award for which 

he applies , t he Ro enwald Fund will have made an excellent investment in 

education. 

Mr. 1illiam J. Trent, Jr., Executive Director, United Negro College Fund, Inc. 
New York 

I have known Mr. Br ton over a period of five or six 

years - at Atlanta University, Howard University and 1ith Samuel Plato. 

I had an op ortunity to observe his work and hi s workin attitudes :1hen 

he was .ith Plato on a housing job financed by FWA. He ,as conscientious 

to the point of almost bein tedi ous. He has a good grasp of his work and 

got along well with his co-workers . I have heard Hillyard Robinson give 

good account of his ork with him overseas. I believe Braxton will give 

a good account of himself in his new undertaking . 
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Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

James Sylve~ter Braxton 

Hiiyard R. lobinson 
ij27 El eventh St . N. ~ ­

\iashington , D. C. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

Y~rt-~ 14 
. William C. Hayg od 

Director for F f!llowships 

HAVE RE AD R. BRAXTO 1 S "REPORT OF PRO RESS" AND "PLAN OF i ORK FOR THE 
COMING YEAR" UN DER HIS ROSEN ALO fELLO ~SH IP 1 NO EXT ANT. MR. BRAXTON WAS A MEMBER 
OF MY STAF F OPERATING AS A CIVIL E GINEER DURING T HE TI ME I AS SERVING AS TECHNICAL 
CONSULTANT TO THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT IN 1945 . HI S ~OR K THEN AS COMMEND ABLE. 
SINCE THAT TI ME WE HAVE DISCUSSED HIS PROJECT WOR K UNDER T HE ROSENWALD FELLOWSH IP, 
PRIOR TO HIS TR AVEL TO ENGLAND AND SUBSEQUEN TLY. 

I THINK BY BACKGROUND AND TEMPERAM ENT R. BRAXTON HAS EXCELLENT QUALIFICATION S 
TO SUCCEED I N HIS OBJE CT IVE OF TRAINING IN REGIONAL PLANNI G. HIS "REPORT OF PROGRESS" 
AN 11 P LAN OF \ 'ORK FOR THE COMI NG YEAR' ARE VE RY MUC H IN LINE ' 1TH THIS ESTI MATE AND 
I HOPE HE WILL THEREFORE ENJOY THE BENEF ITS Of BEING CONTINUED AS A ROSEN~ALD FELLO 
UNTIL HIS ~ORK PLAN IS COMPLETED. 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed ..... . .J~o.d.. ~ . ... . . . .~ ..................................... ··························-···· 

Position or Title ____ AR CHI_TECT __ AND------ TY __ PLANNER; _TECHN_I CAL __ o., RECTOR __ OF - THE -L I_BER I AN-------··-· 
CENTENNI AL COMMISSION 

Address--······-· 1927-EL EVENTH .. STREET_, .. NORTH. EST;. WASHINGTON .1 _, . 0. ·-C. ·-·····--····--

············-············-············--·---------···--·----·-·------···-----··-----·--······------··· ate. H. J • __ 1947 ···----·· 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Ro 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addresse ed • 

u I I 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

James Sylvester Braxton 

Lev·is K. Do ,ning 
Howard University 
Washington, D. C. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to .. worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

_;;?/~(! ~~ 

REPORT 

. . ''7? 
. William C. Hayg od 

Director for Fellowships 

I have revie ed the tta.ched "Report of Progress and Plan of fork for 

the Coming Year " of Hr . James s. Braxton. I have a lso had the o-r,>portu.nity 

of a visit by r . Braxton during a brief recess period a eek or so ago . At 

that time I wa able to discuss with him some ha es of hi s rogram. 

He has a we l l organized plan. I believe he is making positive progress . 

He is working in cQmp~r tively 

e .has a most r emarkable bnckground . 

investment . 

I 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Yes . 

t 
Signed ........ ... , ..... .................. . 

Position ,or Title.... .ean... .. ~~ll.Q.Ql ... oL.Engin.e., i ng..,.and..Ar..ch:Lt.e.c.tur. 1 ... R9 ... ~:r.~ .. V.P.!Y~1::!i!H.Y. ......... . 

Address ..... 2!!-Ql .. =:-. . .6.th..S_tr.e.e.t .,_.N .. ___ _,_ .. ii.ash 

•• • -- -- ---- ··-- - - -- --- --- - - --- --- - - - ·- - --··--- ----- - - --- - - ----- --- - -- - ----- --·· - --- - -- - - ! - ----- - - -.... t ;r~~ .u..__ J __ __ _ 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, o F 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed ed e • 

I 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

James Sylvester Braxton 

Dr . Frank . . Snow en 
Howard University 
~ashington, . C. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

y~~~:1 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

o ·• 0 ·•xton ' s ca • :!it" t u rue tl or, w .. i \ one duria he 

I a.:i i ti<"'' to i0 , I 

iu "'".lent f' i "'0 t 

in 11 fielde , ~9 eci l_ in 

H ' l' xto. h S C oscir1 , I () ".) , t!:..c_·- fo:-e , t r 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

. {//~ Vi\ S''\/\.ct- 1· 
Signed .................................................................. ,J=.. .................................. _ ................................................ __ .. . 

Positionor Title ........ V.;_(lQ ~. rf\.. .. lJJ .. ~ .. J ... ~ .$'~1 ........................ . 

Addre.ss ...... ·-·······/ ~ ._ll-.,,v "-'i ..... · ·· -····· ········ · · ·· · ········· ····· ········· ~.. ~ 
······-·····-··········-··············································································· ........ ate. ... ' . •............ ··' )1.J .. c/ .7 ···- . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Ros 1 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed stamped e r 

R S 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

i. r . James Sylve ter Braxto 

Mr . Lewi K . Dovming-, Dean 
ch o~ cf Engi eeri g 

Hov1ard Uni ver i t y 
W shington , D. C. 

♦ 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

J~u. J~r~ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

Mr. Jaaea Sylvester Braxton 1• a gradua.te engineer; a brilliant stu• 

dent and• tor a period ot about one year. served as Instructor in Mechani• 

cal Engineering at Howard Vniwrsity. 

During hia tenure as instructor at Haward University and in taoe ot 

the tact that it was at a time when aatiataotory replacements on engineer-

ing atatts were very difficult to make, I ~P- ,.,_.= leave 

oa aba,nce tor Kr. Braxton to do Engineering t k in Africa 

in connection with the preliminary plans tor r 



Mr. Braxton hu had construction and other experience in Goven:1111ent 

low-coat housing or community development projects. 

Considerable attention now is being placed on City and Regional 

planning and I believe increased attention will be placed on this type ot 

program in the .future. 

Jfr. Braxton was su.tfioiently interested in developing in this field 

to resign his position at Howard University to enter upon ita study at H&r• 

vard University. 

He is a capable man; should protit by the training• and I believe will 

be aucoeastul in the pureuit ot the profession. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving 1irn opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Positioo or Title ......... ~~, ... ~~~~~~ .. ~~.-~g~~!r.~~& .. ~~ .. ~.~~.~.~~.~~·········· ···············••··········•···· ·· 

Address .... ......... ...... ...... ... ~~~~ .. ~~~~~_t~··· •··'-· · · ··-···· · • ..... ~ ....................... .. = · .... ·····~······ 

................. · . ...... . . . . .. . .............. Wuhington .. (1), .. D • .. ~.! .. .. ........ .. .... . . . - ------ - -- -

. Please return to the Division for Fellow und, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Add 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

l 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

Mr . ames ylvester Braxtor:: • 

r . Harvey N. Davi , Pr esictent 
Steve lnstitute of Technology 
Hoboken, New J ersey 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

tf_. .t~ U, //~'l~ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

Jim Braxton is colored . He Qpplied for admission to the Stevens 
Institute of Tech_TJ.olory as of September, 1933 . He hrve a. co petitive scholarship 
offered to residents of Jersey City. In the cor petition for this schol. .. rship 
Jim Bre.xton stood heo.d and shoulders above every other co:1.pctitor , and ·•-i s 
awarded t his schol rship. Beforo he had been here trro mo_1ths he nas not o7.ly 
active in our Dramatic Soc:i ety, but i'TO.S picked as the pro pte of the f 11 play 
because, as one of the officers told me, he ...-ras t he most de_.enda.ble mo.n they 
had . He wa.s on our Dean ' s List throu:-·hout ,. is sophomore yef' r. He had a. bril­
liant academic record d1rin · his first tv10 years here, and a. ,holly sat:sfuctory 
one durinr- his la.st two yea.rs . To17ard the end of his junior ye the officers 
of our student ch,..pter of Tau Beta came il to r · c 11' 

want to elect Jim Braxton to 'i'a Beta ·, and • 
1:rronr; about electin,s n j"er;r o , we hn.ve here let 
telling us the.t we ha.vo n perfect rig 



jhen he ...- r aduate d I got him a j ob in Alto.nt a Unive r sity ,me r e he ms, 
I believe , Assistant Engineer i n charc;e of t hei r newl y e r e cted power pl e.nt . 
Since then he has , I understand , been assoc io.ted on some construction jobs of 
considerable ma[;nitude ,rith a nell lmO'\'m colored contr a ctor. His present plan 
of study is a natural oute;ro1:rth of his pre para.ti on and ex:_:, ,rience . I expe ct 
hir.J. to do a brilliant job a t i t , and becinise of it . 

Both I.:rs . Dnvis and I ho.ve he.d some co·1w.ct with his family , v.nd un­
less ,·1e are much mi staken, they are fa.r fron .-rell off f:i1 o.ncia.lly. I judcc that 
ho is undertckin::; t:1is proc·rnm of study vrholly on }.is ovm resources . I on of 
no Stevens alumnus, colored or ·rhite , with f.;ne r oh r, cter, vith better nat r 1 
o.bility, or more deservin.,. of yo r friendly consideration. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed. H~~'.~ !. ....... ... . . ............................. ...... . 

Position or Title ...... ..... :X:§~i.4~n:t ..... i:t. Y. n.~ .. .I.n.:;;titlJ.teofTeohnol9 c- ............................................. . 

Address ...... .. ... .. ................... T.o... :k tD.,,.. i .. J.. __ ey .......... ........ . -...... .. . .. --- .. --- ..... ---

.. " ··-······.......... .. .... .......... . ........ .... . . .... . ...... .. ..... . ..... ... .... ............ ............. ........... . . ... .. ----

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addre~ taro ped -~_, 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

Mr . runes Sy veter Braxton 

r . Fra1ik r,i . Sno den , Ac-s istart e 
Howard University 
Washi gton , D. C. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

uca--- JJ.~ u.~r~ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 

A cting Director for Fellowships 

I have read the plan of study presented by t:r . Braxton and I am happy 

to write in support of it . Although 1 am not in the field of Engineering 

and City- planning, as a former l<os enwald Fellow , I believe I mow well the 

purposes and ai:ns of the awards . I believe that the candidate , on the basis 

of his training and experience , has the ability to make a noteworthy con­

tribution in the area which he has selected . His record at Stevens Institute 

of Technology showed promise which , in my st 

feel confident tha t if he receives the award c 

wald Fund will have made an excellent in es:, . nt e 
OVEi 

= 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? {ES 

Signed ...... r✓rc.,..,£ ./f11_f'~-1--· ... . .... .. . . ......... .... . 
Position or Title ...... . A~~-~~-~~gt _J?_~~~-' --_Q.9J J .~.g_~ __ .9_f. __ ~J.9.4?.r.~J ... .... 'P.$. .J. . .. ~9..~~{i.r.d .. V.n • ·~rn:r:.si:ty., .............. . 

Address __ _____ ___ ,:ashington _ 1 , _ D • __ C. __ ___ __ ------ --· ··········--- -- ---~ -----·--~ 

...... ... .... . ____ ____ _ ... ___ __ ...... ____ _ -----··· ....... ···-· ---- -·--··· .... _ ·-·-··--...... __ _____ ___ te -~-. f> __ _ .... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, o F 
4901 Ellis ·A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed ed -~-e • ____ ,,... 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A. VENUE 

CHICA.GO 15 
( 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

~r . Jame ylve~ter Braxton Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of ! . . W"l.Liam . Tre t , Jr ., Executive irector 
United egro Col ege Fun , l .c . 
38 East 57th Street 
New York 22 , Ne1 Yor 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

W e shall appreciate your frank opinion of th.is applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his abil"ty to make a noteworthy contribution in his field . These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

~'....,_'1~­

<; 0.,., ~ , ,. ....Q.. 'v ~ 

..aiilllliia- oN ~~l... v"",~' \ 

..Q,,,,1- ~ ~ u_ - .. ~ , \ 

°'frlf"l\-v.-. .. ~ \.v 
~...,..__' ~--'-

~ \.-- .....,..,....., ~ it\_ ? ..)....l'O fr,.r,... 0.. 

J,:Ja...u~· d. //~9v-rl 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

\r-.-.A °""""" 



~ 

(to ~, v--., l)"v,.. 1 ' \Jt. d., 0 °'" ~ t. ~ ... (_) ~ 

~- L ~ ~~nr-~ 

, , ~ c... s oo oL o.. c: c.ov--\. b ~ 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving hlm opportunity to utilize his abilitie ? 

( ~ . 
Signed .... ................. , \J.) -... :-J_. __ .......... .. \ ~ ···················•··········••·························-··············· 

Position or Title ... --- ·······~ -~ ..... )>_.'Y.~-,«t~ .. -:: ......... l.,, .. .___~.-~~--·~ ·~ 

Address ............. 3..~ ... ~ .: .. . £~.~~ .... \ .~ ·······-· ··-···-=- .... . ... .. .. . ......... .. ~ .. ·······-······ 

---- ---- ------ --- ----- ---- --- --- ----- ---- --- --- --- --- --- ------------- · ·" - ---- --- -- -- ----------- --------

Please return to the Division for Fellowship 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 1 5, Illinois. Address 
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VIA AIR MAIL 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

James Sylvest er Era.:x:ton 

Professor G_. Holmes Perld.ns 
Harvard University 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

Mr. William C. Haygood 
A cting Director for Fellowships 

In reply to your letter of April 18 concerning Mr . James S. Braxton' s 
application for a fellowship, I have already given you on your form, 
under date of February 28, 1946, most of the information which I think 
you ask for . 

r . Eraxton's p rogram I believe to be a well- considered one, and I be­
lieve him to be well quali fied to undertake the work. He has made an 
extremely good impression with us and I mays~ that he is certainly 
11 free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain 
and hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities . 11 

He has made friends easily in the School and has been un suall uccessful 
in worki ng cooperatively wi th teams . Ther i s n thi arde than o do 
a collaborative project and his success ell his future . 

4,~ I 
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There is particular need for men like fr . Braxton in the public service, 
and particularly in his chosen field of housing . The experience which 
he might gain by going to England would be parti cularly valuable since 
in planning they are politically somewhat ahead of us in this country 
and I believe there is much to be learned from the experience which 
they are gaining in the reconstruction of their blitzed cities. Parti­
cular study needs to be made of the operation of their own and Country 
Planning Act of 1944 under which work is just ge tting under way. Their 

roblems and their attitudes and t r aditions are sufficiently similar to 
ours so that this experience ould be exceedingly valuable . Ar . :Braxton 1s 
training and personality would enable him to gain a great deal from such 
a visit, and it should be valuable to him in the continuing work which he 
proposes to do at Harvard. I feel I can support his candidacy without 
reservation . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

(See above) 

r --
i /fl ~ ,, • 

Signed ..... ............. .................. · ........ - ...... / ~ ..... U....(A.L. .... ....: ........... ............................................ . 

Position or Title ... .... ?~.~.~! ... ~~J>.~~!~~~! .. ?.~ .. ~~~~~~ .. ~~~~~~·· ··· ············ ···· ······························ 

Address ... . • ................. Hunt .. Hall, .. Harvard _un1 versi ty~···········- .... ···-···· .... . ........ _ .. .. ·-- --~< •.••• 

Cambridge 38, assachusetts 2, 
·--- ---·--------- -------- --------------------- ------- -- -------- ------- ------ ------- ---------------- --- . ------------------- ------ ------

Please return to the Division for Fellowship o F 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 1 5, Illinois. Addresse ed 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr . James Sylvester Braxto 

for . G. holnles Perki s , Chair an 
Department of Regiona l Panning 
Graduate Scho of De 1gn 
Harvar Univer~ity , Cambridge, a achusetts 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference, The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

W e shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to c me to their fullest power . Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence . 

• d◄ J_.' u. ' ~7'~ 

REPORT 

Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

Mr . Braxton i s an extremely able student who has shown unusual initiative 
in the gathering of materials from various public sources in the course of 
his work at Harvard. The acquisiti on of such data is never an easy task 
as it involves contact with many public bodies which often ke their informa­
tion lealously to themselves . He has shown i magination, skill and energy 
in such work . In the analysis of the data gat hered and. the preparation of 
proposals and plans his work has been of a uniformly very high standard. His 
sincerity is marked. 

In respect to his p rogram of study I cannot give absolute assurance that the 
Ministry of To ,m and Country Planning in London can offer him a job before 
his arrival there . I have been in touch -...,....---= Emb =·~~•'-'I the 
Housing. and Planning At tache of t he Emba pr d am 
told t hat they feel certain such a job but robably 

T 



cannot be arranged for ahead of time because of the restri ction which the 
Ministry of Labor places upon the employment of foreigners . The possibility 
of employment is , however, so good that I would not question r . Braxton1 s 
project from this point of view . 

The advantages of the proposed worki ng pe riod i n London are that because of 
t he serious destructi on caused by the war it is probable that England, and 
London in particular , will not only be planning for reconstruction, but 
wi 11 be actively engaged in it be:f' ore similar activi ty is likely in this 
cowitry . Historically English pl anning has also been a generati on ahead of 
planning in this country, particularly as far as legislati on is concerned . 
Historically our country has tended to follow along the lines that have pr evi­
ously been established in England and ther efore the work which is presently 
being done in London may prove to be of deci sive i nfluence in the further 
development of planning in this country in the coming decades . I do nots~ 
gest that American in any sense has followed slavishly England1 s precedent, 
for that i far from being the case . Many of the ideas and much of the legis­
lation whi ch has been proposed have first originated in England . Therefore 
the value of such work t o Mr . Braxton should be exceedingly great . The 
fact that in England one of the principal problems of pl anning revolves 
around the question of providing adequate housing should also stand him in 
exceedingly good stead if he is eventually t o enter the publi c servi ce in 
housing . 

The above comments have been as candid and criti cal as I can make them. 
Mr . Braxton is certainly worthy of your most seri ous considerati on as a 
candidate for a fellowship . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

1r . :Br axton is not only f r ee from personali ty handi caps but has proved 
himself an exceedingly able collaborator wi thin the teams of students 
worki ng on planning problems . He has not only shown great abi lity but 
also disti nguished leader ship and has gained the respect of all hi s 
fellow students . 7 / ' ~ 

/ ,, . _ , ~ ~ 
S. d • /, --• ~ . 1gne ................... ... ................. ......... ....... .................................................. . • ................... ...................... .......... . 

Position or Title ...... C.hai.rman, .. .De:µa~tment .. af . ..Regional . .Planning. ... .......................... ...................... . 

Address ... .......... ....... J~QP.i n~Qn .. HaJ.l~ .. H.a.n.a..:f.d..Jini.ver.sLty •. 

.. .... .... .... .......... ..... ......................................................................... te. r 46 .... 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, o 
4901 Elli A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed ed 

~~_, 
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Name Ja es -ylYeeter br xton Field: Public 
1,dmirJ.istr&. tion 

Gruuuate student 
Jl Divinity Hall , Harvard University, Cambridge 33, Massachusetts 

Plan of Work 
To pursue study o.t Harvard University , leac.in6 to ?h . l; . in regional 

planning u.nd to study for :'our r.mnths during the next year Vii. th the ~linistry of 
Town and Country Planninb in London, Engl211d. 

Requests grant for one ye r beginning June, 1946 . iahes to work townrd 
Ph . D. at Harvard University under the supervision of Professor Holmos Perkins . 

Personal Data 

Undergraduate Work 

Born ,n.ukuoha, ;,isconain, July, 1914 . 
Sin6le~ two partial dependents . 

Age: 31 
Draft Status: 4A 

Technical Stevens Incti tu t.e of Technology, . E., 19.37. 

Graduate Work 

Experience 

Accomplishments 

Assist nt engineer, tlanta University, ' tlu.nta , eorgi.a., 1937-41, 
~1500; chief engineer, Sumuel Pluto, Louisville, l'l. entuc.k-J , 19.'.1- 43 , 
4100; instructor, Hoard University, aahington , D. c. , 1943- 44, 

r2300; engineer consultant, Hil7ara R. hobinson, ashineton, D. c ., 
1944- 45 , 4000 . 

Tau Beta Pi . 
ational Technical. Association. 

fatl"? i:-xtensi V6 engineerinz surveys und topo£rs.phic ir.apu of the site 
for the proposed Liberic.n overnrc.ent Center in LiberL:., e t J~frica , 
bile workin~ Yi.th Hilyard R. Robinson . 

Edgar B. B..<-con echolarship, 3tevens Institut · of Technology, 1933- 37, 
·1200; Endoiiment Participation schol&rship, Steven Institute of 

Technology, 1934- 37, 600. 
References 
'.o.rvey r • D::.vis, Steven:, lnsti tute of Tcch.nolo(,Y 
iiilli r:: J . Trent, Jr ., Uni tee! Uogro College Fund 
Lewis K. LovminEi, , Hor.a.rd Uni ver si ty 
Frwik t~ . Snowden, " " Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 
From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 

( ,f}?f' 
500 

• ,4'/v 





J ea s. Braxton 

T proposed , one y r o whioh I ■h&ll lete 

Jun 19 s. 1 t tor pure ing atudiea l ding to the 

gr ot Dootor ot hiloeophy 1:n Regi m.l Planning at 

Harn.rd UniTeraity. t preeent l aa regiatered tor the 

Bao elor o City Planning D gre, a. rad t de ree. Thia 

• done upOJl the dTioe ot Prof. o. Ho ea Perkin•• 

• dviser and n ot the Depa.rt nt ot Reg1o l Plt.mrl.ng, 

t, r h ays in 1 tter o "1 liev it uld be p •-

tible 

n planning on the Y• Thie wold t alow do your 

prep rat on uld t the a ti . g1 ve you the pro-

r asionAl degree in planning." 

The prog or study is Dia er d by the Counoil t the 

Depa tment of Regional Pl nning, who•• bera re conoornecl 

wi. thoae di oiplinea appli le to plannin. ca.Ddid te 

fort Ph.D. degre would be e~ed on thoae phaeea ot 

jor fielde which ar oat oloeely aaaoo1ated with 

Theae 1'1 ld1 would inolud phyaia&l pl ng pl nning. 

( ering, rchit ot re, 1 

ca, ao iology, public 

oi o. 

niatrati n, and 11tioal 

eoono-

t rt of the prograa which propose, a period ot at dy 

with th 1n1stry of' To and Country Planning in London 

ia a tulfill.m nt o~ a re 

spend & period of int rn-ahip with 

1 
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James • Braxton 

h 1 P f . P kine • in London with a a aohus tta dele­

g tion, plaoi the vantage or a I( aaaohuaetta aite b. 

fore he Uni'Ged I t1ons Org&nitati n, h de arran ementa 

with th Mini try to end Ba" rd student ther for study. 

Prof. rk1na 1a of the opinion that auoh e. period of study 

would be tar ore adva.nt geo at n a •1 lar r1od spent 

th pl 1ng agenoy in th11 country. The iniatry of 

Town nd Country Pl nn 1a the genoy which ha to1ter d 

the d velo nt of the Lond n County Plnn the Greater 

London Plan, both ot whioh hav been publish d reoently. 

I nt red upon thia cour e of tudy t arTard Un1vere1ty 

in epte ber 194 nd expect th t I ah.all be ble to oom­

plet all requir ent• by J e 1948. 

f'ter the oompl tion ot the bo e outlined atud1 •• I pl n 

to nter the public 1ervice in housing. I convinced th t 

the probl a t houai , alum radio tion and light re 

all p rt, or a larger ur n ttern whioh, for 1 ating 

a not p lliativ tr a will require a ~-aided in• 

aight into th 1ooial, eoonomio, OTer ent.i.l, and design 

probl a 1nvol d in creating a uit& le environment tor 

living. 
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n Cht.Il 0 l in Ho rd 
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1.n 
, 

t' C l.n con ct. n 1th 

C "W i 1 . 

r . 

1n Gov n o -co 
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lty 

lopin 

in hi r i£n hi ty to n er u n 

it tu y H rv Univ ... i t.y. 

He 1 o!it b the trainL~ 1 

nd I bolie e 1~1 SU.CC ful in t.b u.rnui 

Ste n Institut or Tochllo o ; 1 

Jeri 1 

Jua Bruton is c or d. H• p,. 11 . • 

tho St.ev v In t.:l tu e o "'ech.nolo6y a o. 

eo ~ t1tive eholar;.,hi of!'ered to t"&sid 
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evory other competitor, .~d wos f1'\'it: ·ded this :,.c ,•ola..rahlp. 3-:'!foro htrt had 

been here tllo J.::onth::s ht: we.fl net only C\)t.tve in our Dr ';'k tic Society, 'tr.1t 

ro.o picked a• th$ pro~. ter of tho fall. .luy t~caul'!e, es one or th.e 

o:fi'ic~r& told ut: , h11 t-10.0 the tiout <le. endubl~ ~n they h~d. Pe "7e& en 

our Dean•~ T.J.at throui:hout hio ao hoi:s◊r~ yeer. He had a. brill1 nt no __ 

d.e"!iC r i!cora ~uring his t1rst t•o ye. re liere, und ,s. •holly fls ti.Bf ctory 

ono during hit le.~t two yeara. To•~re the end or hte junior year the 

oft i cora of out stuj e.nt ch~pt~r of T~u B&t:l Pi c~ne lnto my office one 

day nnd eaid •t• want to elect Jtn Brut.0n to Tau Beta Pi, vn~ 1n c~se 1ou 

think there is e.nything roti al:Jout. eloct1ng a Noiro, we nave he:re 

lettere f rom uvery ru..tional. off.toe~ telling us t.h~t ~o hnve a perfect 

r 1i ht to, if •e wont to." So t!1oy c.id. 

f;hen h• gr ac!uat~d I got hlll. a:. job 1n Atlenta University 

~here he ne, I h•l1evo, Ae•iatant Engineer 1t1 ch~rio of their nowly 

erected J\O.,~r lant. S1r)cQ then h~ hus, I undarstr..na, be.n ~eooei~tf.Ki on 

somo construction jobs of conoidera.ble rigni tude wt. t.h e. well latcam colorod 

oontrf£ctor. His r,reaent lnn or f3tuuy 1s n natural ou~rowth oi: hi• 

preparation and ex peritmce. I expec t him to ~ o n brill!ont job at it, c,md 

beouua;o of it. 

Both Mrti . Davia, end I !ulve had aoin c ntuc t 111 Ul hie 

for.illy, and ..al.leas we nro £1uch .m1~w.ken, they ~re !er froa well of fino.n­

cinlly . I judge that ho is underttlkinLl tM.!j pro&rar.:r of stuti1 "holly on his 

own roaourcos. I lmow of no su,vena alu:nnus, colored or whito, wJ.th a 

tinar oharucter, ;1th bett~r natur~l Qbilit1, or more deserv1 or rour 

friendly oonsidoruti.on. 

- - ... - - - J 
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April 30, 1946 

Dear r . Braxton: It is a pleasure to inform you 
t hat you h~ve been elected by the 

Committee on Fellowships of the Julius Ro~e .ald Fund 
to receive a r-rant of T 10 tho Wld five- UIJdred oll s 

f or at elve-montb eriod for ~tudies i L 
pI1mni n , at 11a.rv rd On:i versi t y a d i th the 
of Tolfll and Country Pl nning , London. 

I ·uant to point out the -·Pct t ha t 
the fundf> included i n t his award are not sub· c t to 
edera l Inca e Tax. 

Will you ple se let us kno at 
once whether or not you c n accept th fellows ip? 
An announcement of t,e Co ittee 1 s sel ection· 111 
soon be made , and it can include onl y t1os e from whom 
acceptance h .. ve been r eceived. 

,CH:SO 

r. e.me ciylveste 
31 D1, vini ty .ball 
Harvard Univer ~lty 
C bridge 36, Ma~sachusetts 

Sincerely ours, 

C 

Director for Fello•s ps 

1 
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