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Hr. Willism Bowers _

8CHOL AN P

October 26, 1954

My dear Mr. Bowers: I am taking such pleasure in in-

forming you that the Jullus Rosen-
wald Fund has awarded to you a fellowship of twelve hundred
dollars ($1200) to enable y u to continue your studles in
mus.¢ during the comi g year., The award was made, as you
know, in large part beca.se ol the strong suoport to the
application given by ¥r, Carroll Hollister. Siuce 8ir. Hol-
lister has agresed to continue his help in plamning y ur
courges of study, it seems best to haadle the fellowship
through him. We ars, therefore, meking payments to him in
quarterly installments whlch he in turn will use in cone
sultation with you for your musical studies.

It gives us all m . ch satisfaction
to be able to cooperate with you in your future prepara-
tion.

Yours very truly,
EREsrm
~Fpwin R. EMBREE

Brooklyn, Hew York
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Confidential Report on Candidate for Scholarship

Name of Candidate . Mr. RIi1Tiam Bowars . . ... oo i oo o st e

Report Requested of.. Mr. Philip James, Station WOR, 1440 Broadway, New York City

The above-named candidate has applied to this foundation for a scholarship to enable him
to secure further training in Singing,
and has given your name as a reference.

We should appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this candidate’s abilities and personal
characteristics. In what way and when have you known the candidate and Ris work?

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

Aigﬂﬁ\grgid i @)ﬁ’l{

REPORT:
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Confidential Report on Candidate for Sc jo]arshlp o i e
7 i \* . ffi'.” .‘ /{'».\._q.

- — - . I S

ARGHIP

e s e

Name of CandidateMI'... Wllliam Bowers ..'

ORI - - .'- - A {

Report Requested of..Mr. James H, 1‘!['&.1’:»{-::['1;,,L New York UTba.q Leag'm]e, 202 1est 1"6th StrPet

! |
i :

The above-named candidate has applied to this foundation for a scholarship to enable him
to secure further training in Singing,
and has given your name as a reference.

We should appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this candidate’s abilities and personal
characteristics. In what way and when have you known the candiclate and his work?

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

N

I have known Mr. William Bowers for a number of years.

In my opinion, he ranks next to RolardHeyes, and with the
opportunity and the necessary encouragement, would go far
toward making a racial contribution through music comparable
with Hayes and others. He has had a very difficult struggle,
but has not only a splendid voice, but an unusual determina-
tion.

REPORT:

James H. Hubert.
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The above-named candidate has applied to this foundation for a scholarship to enable him
to secure further training in Singing,
and has given your name as a reference.

We should appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this candidate’s abilities and personal
characteristics. In what way and when have you known the candiclate and his work?

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence.

REPORT:
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WILLIAM

————————— N——

OWERS

BARITONE

A Tribute from MR. LEOPOLD GODOWSKY
“To Mr. William Bowers, with gratitude for
his beautiful, emotional and heartfelt singing.
Wishing him great well-merited success.”

Concert Management
GEORGE LEYDEN COLLEDGE
Steinway Hall, 113 West 57th Street, New York




WILLIAM BOWERS, remarkable young Negro Baritone, at
twenty-five has already proved himself an exceptionally gifted
singer—one who may rank with such noteworthy artists of his

“Mr. Bowers is a sensitive

ra;?fi I}lolang Itilaltyes, Paul Robeson, Marian Anderson, Abbie musician, intelligent and ar-
itchell, and others. :
Born of a singing race, and “born to sing”, Mr. Bowers was tistic. His voice is resonant

brought up in the South, where he early absorbed the priceleSS
musical heritage of the Negro. Here he studied at Thyme Institute,
Virginia, and at Knoxville College, Tennessee. Later, he came
North to continue his academic schooling at City College in New
York City, where he earned his way working at odd jobs. :
It was in New York that Mr. Bowers made the acquaintance
of Hall Johnson, remarkable leader of the international.ly famous
Hall Johnson Choir. Mr. Johnson, quickly recognizing the un-.
usual quality of Mr. Bowers’s voice, invited him to join the choir,
where he won immediate recognition by his singing of Water Boy
in his first appearance at a concert with the New York Philhar-
monic Orchestra at the Stadium. Later, Mr. Bowers sang with
outstanding success in concert and over the radio with the Hall
Johnson Sextet.
He spent the following summer at the music colony at Blue
Hill, Maine, where he carried on intensive work in concert reper-
tory under the musical guidance of Carroll Hollister, well known
accompanist, and special voice coaching with Mrs. William H.
Greene and with Mme. Edith Gaudenzi, in preparation for his
New York debut.
While in Maine, Mr. Bowers sang for a number of prominent
musicians, among whom was Leopold Godowsky, who became one

and full of good tone.”

N. Y. Daily Mirror

“Mr. Bowers made pleasur- of the patrons of Mr. Bowers’s first concert in New York City.
. Other prominent patrons were:
ab )
fe-une of ancllon i Mr. Heywood Broun, Mr. Harry T. Burleigh, Mr. Abram

Chasins, Miss Fannia M. Cohn, Miss Lisa Elman, Miss Bettina
Hall, Mr. Hall Johnson, Mrs. Franz Kneisel, Mr. André Kostel-

—his singing was sympa-

thetic and possessed a par- anetz, Mrs. A. Walter Kramer, Mrs. Henry E. Krehbiel, Mr. Abra-
o o ham Mandelstam, Mrs. Ethelbert Nevin, Mme. Marie Sundelius.
TACORSELY WAKMIRE CIMAELY Mr. Bowers’s debut met with immediate and unqualified suc-

cess. He is considered one of the outstanding Negro artists, and
T a worthy colleague of Roland Hayes and Paul Robeson.
. . renin - .
e - Mr. Bowers is available for concert engagements.




PRESS COMMENTS

“Headline: Musicians Hail Bowers’ Recital—Young Negro Baritone
Dramatic in Style.” “Formerly of the Hall Johnson Negro Choir,
William Bowers, a twenty-four-year-old baritone, made iis recital
debut last evening before an enthusiastic audience composed largely
of musicians. . . . The first lyric the young baritone delivered with
stirring dramatic force, revealing a strong, mellow voice reminiscent
of that possessed by his colleague, Paul Robeson. Mr. Bowers proved
to be quite at home in this stately, smoothly moving kind of melody,
disclosing at the same time genuine feeling and an understanding of
style. . .. Mr. Bowers was most effective in ‘Der Doppelginger’. To this
he imparted a solemn, pathetic quality, a depth and justness of feeling
that made it the surpassing interpretation of the evening. . . . For his
group of Negro songs and spirituals Mr. Bowers chose, among other
favorites, ‘OI'’ Man River’ and ‘Water Boy’. His simple and eloquent
mezzo voce account of ‘Oh, Lord, Have Mercy on Me!” disclosed his
sympathetic understanding of the rich tonal heritage of the American
Negro.”"—The New York World Telegram.

“Mr. Bowers made his audience acquainted with a voice of good
natural quality and a warmth of feeling to be expected from a singer
of his race. He delivered ‘Hear Me, Ye Winds and Waves’ with fervor
and appreciation of style.”—W. J. Henderson in The New York Sun.

“Mr. Bowers’s voice has the velvet edge that we have come to associ-
ate with the singing of his race; its quality accorded well with the
loveliness inherent in the piano passages of ‘Nur Wer die Sehnsucht
Kennt’ >—The New York Times.

“Headline: Negro Baritone Gives Recital Before a Large and En-
thusiastic Audience.” “To the number of Negro vocalists bidding for
a place in the recital field was added yet another when William
Bowers, baritone, presented a program last night. The auditorium
was completely filled and all indications were that the audience
would have welcomed more repetitions and additional numbers than
the recitalist gave. . . . Mr. Bowers made pleasurable use of a mellow
voice—his singing was sympathetic and possessed a particularly win-
ning quality. . . . In such racial numbers as ‘Oh, Lord},] Have Mercy on
Me’ and ‘Were you There?’, he used the half voice with a quiet per-
suasiveness.”—The New York Evening Post.

“Among the soloists, exceptional praise was merited by the bari-
tone who intoned ‘Water Boy’ ”.—F. D. Perkins in The New York
Herald Tribune.

“Mr. Bowers has a voice of warm texture and good range—he has
unquestioned taste and feeling for such airs as Handel’s ‘Hear Me, Ye
Winds and Waves’, and ‘Where’er You Walk’ and he sang Dido’s
Lament (‘When I am Laid in Earth’), fervently. . . . The audience
filled every available chair and applauded generously.”—The New
York Herald Tribune.

“William Bowers, Negro baritone and once an ornament of the Hall
Johnson Negro Choir, sang last night before a full house. Mr. Bowers
is a sensitive musician, intelligent, and artistic. His voice is resonant
and full of good tone.”—The Daily Mirror.



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND

4901 Ellis Avenue QSHOLARSMP

Chicago, Illinois

The Julius Rosenwald Fund is making a review of the Negro fellowships
which it has granted during the past seven years. Since an appraisal of our
activity thus far in this field will naturally have some effect on future policy,
it is requested that all persons who have received fellowship grants from the
Fund cooperate by filling in carefully the brief information asked for on the
following blank and returning the information promptly to the Fund.
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APPLICATION FOR FELLOWSHIP
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
900 South Homan Avenue

Date......September 26,19 B gwmemuee
PERSONAL HISTORY

Na.me in full..Jaﬁeﬁ_ '#iA}_A}_im%wera ..........

\‘N"“""-*—-—.— - —
Present address...1443 PaciT18 SEFEEY; Breoklyn, . Y. =

Permanent address.. 1443 Pacific. Sireet,..Brooklyn,.N.T

Place of birth.. Skciowith, . Virginia Date of birth. Augaet-10.,--1808,

Single, married, widowed, divorced......Harried

Name and address of wife or husband.. Katherine Menzhen Bowers

Number of children... 3. .. ... Age and sex.male, 2 yrs.;. female,. 3. yrs.,.5. yrs,

Dependents.... 4 .. .. .. L. el To what extent..@ntirely. ... Relation.zife and children

Father’s name...Sendy William Bowers........ Address...deceased Occupation

HEALTH OF APPLICANT

Weight 153 Height .5.feet,..10in, . Previous illnesses.. ... RONe
feet inches details and date

Ilinesses during past twelve months..........gpdinary. colds

Physical impairment—degree mbow long existing...........- none

oft ®

Most recent complete physical examination—when and by whom. Aopil -1, k334w

BHD? Mudson RaXson, 231 ._.__S.—h.mp.p,....P.s,v,ﬂﬁuﬁ.,ﬁn'.m,kh&n.,}).an .

~ Physician's recommendations mpmnmma.!lmmounl‘%r'est_,kss ovec:-Worfy -

Have these been acted upon?.,gﬁ_..% ar._as eﬂomfc@uaa_‘;nﬁikhh 8

General health of “family..... ... D0P0BY . o SR i




EDUCATION

Give a summary of your education in the following form:

Degrees, Diplomas,
Name of Institution Period of Study Certificates
(give dates)
ACADEMIC:
High School _.J...... Thyme. Institute 4. yoars....... .......adnlome- L H2G)...
Normal
College or
University Knoxville. College 2.years... none
Graduate (Rl 1926 Mirouds Speivy, 1928).
PROFESSIONAL: : ' e
Music Private instruction apuroximately 3 324. none |
. : B . B
A Lfmw.ﬁ!me..kg,&l, 9 2‘-) .
Technical E;cr}:éce.'ﬁl-c.li th. Gaudenzi 2l s a€ none
___________ B! -~-mdith.. < =Y. 4, SO [; ) . T T Y S e
(129 W.7§ St 0.4 C.) e it (Peqan Dec.,14323) -
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Positions held (professional, teaching, scientific, administrative, business):
Name of Institution . - Years of Tenure fi.
or Organization Title of Position (give dates) Under Direction of
Hall Johnsen Choly...|..B.Solodat - |. .. 2k years. .| ... Mr. Hsll Johnson ...
..Vaxigus_._.persgnal P e W 8 e e L
_______ gp.pea,rgmces_
|
REFERENCES
Submit a list of references from whom further confidential information may be obtained:
Name of Reference Tma e Address |
Mr. -Walter White ... Erofessionally. ... o) NaheheQP., 69 Fifth Avenue, N.Y.C.
Dr.. Charence Ceameron. Whit

/Mrs, J. Baskell

. Professionally

Viip.. Carroll Bollister. . . ..
Mr.. Philip.James

Mr. Jdemes..

Miss Evelwn Shetfd

LY

_Professionally

Columbia Un

Hampton Ins.titu%.,,...}!ampton,..le..

iversity, W.Y.C. .

-Professionally & persgnally..l1S.\Wesk SShteel, Doy .C .

W

Professionslly
Haberf.. . ... |Personal
et Personsl 17
2

Station WOR,. 1440 Bromdway,.N.Y.C.
N,Y,Urban League, 202 ¥W.136 St.,N.Y.C
ect Fnd Avenue, N.Y.C,



Give a list of the scholarships or fellowships you have previously held or now hold:

-Seholarshin-to-Knoxville-College

Present position?...gonee# singer Yo ey S o e To e Salary? i

Do you seek further training for this or another position?.. Thig........c......What and where?. General.voeal. -

-end musical training,. nprivately.

certain,
Have you positive assurance of a position after completion of further study? 48 far as any concert career is

If so, what is the position?....conceri.singer

leritics and musicians,
By whom is assurance given?..As. far. .as.this. can 'ne...g;isz,en..,hy...,consensus...of....the....o;{.)inion.,.oi‘.....t.hew

What course of study do you wish to take?. Voice.culture. and muglc ...

For what degree are you working? i SRl St

What institution offers best opportunity for this study? ... Private instruction. ...

When does the course begin and when does it end? optional . .. ...

Have your credits been accepted without condition?

Courses you propose to take:

Mijor ... YOXE8 CULBATO .ot s g T s e s

Minor ... EBiano,. .musical theory, languages, .. oo

What financial assistance can you depend upon from present employer, school, family, or organization? . . DORE. ...

If you are a student and employed outside of school, how many hours per day do you work?..........n0%4. in s&hool.

What are they?.... oemm

Where employed?......==s= : How much do you earn?.. ===

thet the Rosenwald Fund should feel disposéd to give.
What is the total amount required for the proposed period of study?... Apnroximately. oy QL. 20Y... SNOUND

Will this continue?.. me= How long?... ===

How much can you provide? A% present. esrning f£ive. dollars per. performence. under musicians

emergency..gid,...However, concerts. are very irreenlar,




SUBJECTS STUDIED SINCE COMPLETION OF HIGH SCHOOL

Please group courses by subjects, such as English, Science, History, etc.

Name of Subject

Institution (school or college)

Number of
Semesters

Year

(OVER)
4



In addition to filling out the application blank, we are asking that you write an essay of not more than five
hundred words, stating the major problem in your field, as you see it, and your reason for believing that additional
training will enable you to help solve that problem, or, at least to make a contribution as a result of a wider experience.
(Please use pages 5 and 6 for this essay.)

The basis of zood singing is a natarljs) fine-sounding voice. But this itself
is not sufficient. For the human voice is a somewhat delicate instrument, and,
unless properly csred for and properly used, by constant sbuse becomes, in a
relatively short time, strained and useless, with all the fine flavor of the
original voice digsipated.

It tims becomes the problem of any potential concert singer to learn to
preserve his instrument, and this can best be done by recourse to voice teachers,
who have made a study of the physical, as well as the musical, side of the voice.
Where a good many other artists can, in the final analysis, consliderebly further
their advancement, once they have passed beyond the elementary stages, with little
or no outside aid, yet the singer, since the very nature of his art even in its
practising uses up the voice, mist learn to control it =nd to build it up into a
strong, responsive, flexible and disciplined medium of expression.

The young student in general, unless he is very wealthy, - since most vocal
instruction is fairly expensive,- finds it a very discouraging task to try to
| build up én his natural foundation., This is particularly true in the case of the
| Negro singer, whose natursl voice has only too often in the past been exploited at
too early a stage in its development, before it has had a chance to become a
’ fully controlled vehicle, and has thms been ruined.

For this reason, I think that the essence of the problem facing me is to
continue the regular voice study which I have recently been pwrsuing. It is
extremely difficult to study seriously and steadily =nd yet to try to earn a
livelinood. Even in the best of times, positions open to Negros tend to be those
entaidbing stremuous labor, and this is particularly true today, when even such
jobs are very scsrce, While the singer must be a person possessing considerable
physical vitality, yet such labor is too sapping of that vitality to permit of
the concentration and sbundance of physical health and alertness that voice
cul ture demands.

All of singing, of course, does not consist only of natural voice and its
training. In addition, the singer must have a full and intelligent grasp of the
substance of the songs he sings, & sense of refinement and finesse, and an
ability to penetrate to their vrofoundest deoths the art songs and operas of
the Western world, as well as the Spiritusls of the Negro's own race.

fie have seen the effects in the case of certain great Negro artists upon
the relationship existing between the White and Colored peoples. Any great
art, of course, transcends national and racial barriers, even though it may
at the same time be typicsl of the country or people from which 1t springs,
It is the bresking down of barriers which especially appeals to me, and I feel that I
cen, by building with the aid of systematic end sound voice culture, based upon
the natursl voice which many musicians have encouraged me to believe I possess,
assist in the demolishing of this barrier,




KNOXVILLE COLLEGE

KNOXVILLE, TENN.

Record of.. . James Williom Bowers. . ... .
Sep.ember 1926 . . . .

Entered the College.......

_Address. 1443 _Facific St,.,Brooklyn,N.Y.

rhyne Institute,Chase City,Va.

frofn. S5 W TRE R N s,

Admitted to........Freshman. . Class with units as follows:

b H 1 e SRR | i A German*“ﬁ“ Chemistry 0008 i
Algebran2 Anc. BIsory. . ot P General Science..... ...l . .
Geometry. Ple . | PR Med. & Mod. History........co.......

Arithmetic.COfq . orooo g
5725 . - S
L T T | i e a—

Cavics: ). . DORe e e
PhYSICR: e oo g oo

English History..............& ...

A
X
_...‘_a__-__.........-.- e A s sse s E R RS -
1 1y

*Lab. | *Recita.
Year SUBJECT Catalogue No. “1?1?8 Perl?ods ng:l"csa Gfsage (};‘r?tge Ggradd'e Qr. Hrs.
per wk. | per wk. | Quarter | Quarter | Quarter
1926 | General Chemistry 6 | 36 P | 3 B B |18
=27 | College Rhet., <« Themes 1,8 24 5 B B - 10
College Algebra 2 12 5 C- - - S
Public Speeech 1 24 2 A= A= - 4
Elesmentary German 1,2 | 24 5 - B~ B~ | 10
| Trigonometry 3 | 12 S - - B 5
1927
-28 | General Psychology 1 2 5 B - - 5
An=lytics S | 12 5 D - - 5
German Readings 3,4 | 24 5 D B - 10
Publie Speceh g2 | 12 h 2 C - - 2
“ualitative Chemistry 7 24 5bL 1 - c B 10
.| English Literature 3,4 ag. ) - B B 10
wﬂeh’l Literature 11 5 - - B
\“‘_"ﬂ--._
\\\1.
Withdrew Date May 31,1928
Degree of —— ~—— Conferred
Remarks: "“'/ Vi Y
Date . &{Wu AL - //_; 1‘/7__ t.«/ ,LA/(/(I/ :’::‘;v/ f‘,.,,,a ‘L~President

-

Grades are designated by the letters A, B, B-, C
B, 85-94; B-, 80-84; C, 75-83; D, 65-74; E, Condltmnal F, Failure.

A quarter hour is one-hour recitation per week through one quarter of twelve weeks.

*Quarter Hour:

J-’/’

ST D E, F They represén’c grades as follows: A, 95-100;

I is incomplete.

A laboratory period of two hours is counted as one hour of recitation.
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WILLIAM BOWERS
Negro Baritone, foTmerly with the Hall Johnson Choir.

As is not unusual among artists, WILLIAM BOWERS, gifted young Negro singer,
who is to make his debut in Steinway Hall on Wednesday evening, October 19, did
not originally choose a musical career., But music has surrounded him since early
childhood, for he was born and brought up in the South, where the songs of his
race are an integral part of every Negro's inheritance. His earliest recollections
of these songs is as they were sung by his grandmother, who first taught him to
know and love them. ZExperiences such as these early planted seeds which were later
to grow and flower in a richly endowed musical nature,

In William Bowers there are united several racial strains which have contribu-
ted to the creation of a many-sided talent. A Negro, born in Virginia, August 10,
1908, on a plantation owned by his father, he derives also, on his father's side,
from English colonial stock; on his mother's, from Germen, and also American
Indian. His parents were substantial and respectod citizens of the community of
vhich they were a part, and both possessod advantages of education and character
through which they were able to contributo a splendid background of solid qualities
Yo their son, His father was a business man widely known in the South, ~nd much
respected and beloved by all with whom he came in contact throughout his active
lifo, His mother is a school teacher, in whom a trained inteclligence, a devoted
heart, ond o devout spiritual noture combined to moke on ideal mothor for the
large fomily - four sons and two daughters - of which William Bowers is the eldest.

Ambitious for their son, his parents saw to it that he received the benefits
of an excellent education. They sent him to Thyme Institute in Chase City,
Virginia, for his high school training, and later to Knoxville College in Tennessee,
where he took the rogular academic course in preparation for an anticipated medical
career, which, however, was never completed, as later events wore to turn his in-
terests towards music. In 1928 he came North to continuc his studics at City
College, New York City. During these ycars, he holped to ocarn his way through
college by various pursuits carried on outside of scholastic hours.

Upon the sudden death of his father in 1929, Mr. Bowers was forcod to inter-
rupt his college course and devote his energies to the assistance of his mother in
holding the family together, and supporting and educating his younger brothers
and sister. While thus engaged, in New York City, to which his mother had moved
with the family, he made the acquaintance of Hall Jommson, noted leader of the
choir which has in recent years become famous throughout tho country. Mr. Johnson,
after hearing Mr. Bowers sing, invited him to become a membor of the choir., Prior
to this, Mr. Bower's only musical training had been some singing in gleo clubs and
choruses vwhile in collcge, and a few vocal lessons from a local tcachor in Knox-
ville ~ but joining the Hall Johnson Choir proved to be a turning-point in his life,
and from that moment his musical intercsts and talents dovoloped ropidly, undor the
stimulating influcnce of Mr, Johnson., Within thrce months Mr. Bowers was chosen to
sing the baritonc solo in "Water Boy" for a concert at the Lewisohn Stadium in Now
York, at one of the choir's appearances on the summer programs of the Philharmonic
Orchestra there. On this occasion he won immediate recognition for the outstonde
ing quality of his voice, and thc emotional warmth and beauty of his singing. From
then on hc song this and many other solos in the concerts of the choir, attracting
the especial notice of those who heard him, including the critics, one of whom was
moved to write as follows, after nnother concert of the choir at the Stadium:

"Among the soloists, oxceptional praise was merited by the
baritone who intoned "Water Boy'.

(New York Herald Tribune,Aug. 13,1931)

Subsequently, six male voices, of which Mr, Bower's was one, wore picked from
the Choir to form the "Hall Jolmson Sextet", which sang with outstanding sucéess
in concert and on the radioc. This soxtet was broadecast weekly from Station WABC,
Columbia Broadcasting Corporation, on the "Snowdrift" Hour, and Mr, Bowers was
featurcd on this program as baritone soloist with tho orchestra which shared the
hour.

During this period Mr. Bowers was able from time to time to carry on vocal
studies and to develop his musical talents, as his ambitions gradually turncd
towards the achievement of o concert career for himself, stimulated by the cn-
couragement and belief of many rusicol friends in his unusunl gifts as a singer.
A group of these frionds became intercsted in the furtherance of his carecr, ond
arranged for him to spend the past summer in the music colony ot Blue Hill, iisino,

(continued on next page)
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WILLIAM BOWERS
Nogro Baritone, formerly with the Hall Johnson Choir.

where he devoted himself to intensive and concentrated work on concert repertoire
under the musical guidance of Carroll Hollister, well known accompanist and coach.
While in Maine, Mr. Bowers seng for a number of prominent musicians, who were
unanimously impressed and warmly enthusiastic in their praise. One of these was
Leopold Godowsky, the famous pianist and composer, who wrate the following tribute
to Mr. Bowers:

"To Mr. William Bowers, in gratitude for his beautiful emotional,
and heartfelt singing, and wishing for him well-merited success."

Leopold Godowsky.

In these words, Mr. CGodowsky has eptly expressed tho essential spirit of
Mr. Bowers's art, for in him the rich, warm, sensuous voice, thc sensitive musical
intelligence and feeling, and all his many native gifts are at the sorvice of an
emotional nature at once intonse aond luminous, drematic and intimate, passionate
and spiritual - and above all, extraordinarily sincere and dircct. Side by side
with these highly individual traits, and wholly unspoiled by the musical sophisti-
cation and skill which he has acquired, Mr. Bowers has retaincd the spontaneity,
the simplicity and the emotional intensity that aro the unique musical attributes
of his race. These qualities, which make his interpretation of the "spirituals"
so extraordinary, are carried over equally into his singing of the Art-songs of
the great masters, to which he brings a complete ebsorption of self, and a
profundity of fooling and understanding that is wholly exceptional.

pr o ser s

e ol
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Bariinn:z
Formerly of the Hall Johnson Negro Choir

STEINWAY HALL

>

'Wednesday Evening
OCTOBER 19, 1932

At 8:30 P. M,
>

ICARROLL HOLLISTER
at the Steinway Piano N |

<>

A Tribute from
Mr. Leopold Godowsky:
"Te Mr. William Bowers,
with gratitude for his beau-
tiful, emotional and heart-
felt singing. Wishing him
great well-merited success."
(August 23, 1932).

Hear me, Ye Winds and Waves! " _HANDEL
When | am laid in Earth PURCELL
g::;":u ;L;sis::ijod }sung without pause BACH
Where'er you walk HANDEL

Der Doppelgianger |
Die Forelle |

Der Tod und das Madchen | SCHUBERT
An die Leier ]
Intermission

11,
Negro Spirituals:
Lonesome Valley .arr. by HARRY BURLEIGH
Oh, Lord, Have Mercy on Me. arr. by HALL JOHNSON
Ev'ry Time | feel de Spirit arr. by LAWRENCE BROWN
Were you there?

[} 4
You Better Min'! arr. by HALL JOHNSON
Water Boy . arr. by AVERY ROBINSON
Scandalize' my Name arr. by HARRY BURLEIGH
Ole Man River, from "Show Boat" JEROME KERN

Tickets $3.30 and $2.20 tax included &
Concert Management
GEORGE LEYDEN COLLEDGE

Steinway Hall 113 West 57th Street New York City

| (Over)

OISR BNPIF NP PNO © G.L. COLLED GE GIEASLSLEL c.u BEEEREEERGEE




;‘A-AAAAa‘l‘A‘A‘A‘AAlAa.-lAI‘A‘LAAI‘.AA&AAA!‘A‘A-.AAn‘i
_—

—_— — —
b _Ah _Abh _Abh _4Ab _4Ah _Abh A& A8 A& 258 T T TP TS TS TS T T VW TN T T T v

Under the patronage of

Dr. and Mrs. Frederic Bierhoff
Mr. Heywood Broun
Mr. Harry T. Burleigh
Mr. Abram Chasins
Miss Fannia M. Cohn
Miss Lisa Elman

Mr. Leopold Godowsky
Mrs. William Houston Greene
Miss Bettina Hall
Mr. Hall Johnson
Mrs. Franz Kneisel
Mr. André Kostelanetz
Mrs. A. Walter Kramer
Mrs. Henry E. Krehbiel
Mr. Abraham Mandelstam
Mrs. Ethelbert Nevin
Mme. Marie Sundelius

APPLICATION FORM FOR TICKETS

| enclose my check for tickets for the Recital of William Bowers, Baritone, Steinway
r - Ll R i £Fa
ConcertHall, 113 W. 571

57th Street, Wednesday Evening, October 19, 1932-at 8:30 P.M.,
as follows:

Parquet (A to C)...... e $2.20

Pargueti (D do Bl 3.30

Parquet (Remainder] .. 2.20

(Tax Included)

NAME
ADDRESS

Kindly make all checks payable to George Leyden Colledge, Suite 1211,
Steinway Hall, 113 West 57th Street, New York City.
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A,
WILLIAM

BOWERS

BARITONE

A Tribute from MR. LEOPOLD GODOWSKY
“To Mr. William Bowers, with gratitude for
his beautiful, emotional and heartfelt singing.
Wishing him great well-merited success.”

Concert Management
GEORGE LEYDEN COLLEDGE
Steinway Hall, 113 West 57th Street, New York




WILLIAM BOWERS, remarkable young Negro Baritone, at
twenty-five has already proved himself an exceptionally gifted

singer—one who may rank with such noteworthy artists of his “Mr. Bowers is a sensitive

race as Roland Hayes, Paul Robeson, Marian Anderson, Abbie : gt e o S
- musician, inie ent an ar-
Mitchell, and others. . 8
el “ % gy
Born of a singing race, and “born to sing”, Mr. Bowers was e I8 ot in Fesovmit

brought up in the South, where he early absorbed the priceless
musical heritage of the Negro. Here he studied at Thyme Institute,
Virginia, and at Knoxville College, Tennessee. Later, he came
North to continue his academic schooling at City College in New
York City, where he earned his way working at odd jobs.
It was in New York that Mr. Bowers made the acquaintance
of Hall Johnson, remarkable leader of the internationally famous
Hall Johnson Choir. Mr. Johnson, quickly recognizing the un-
usual quality of Mr. Bowers’s voice, invited him to join the choir,
where he won immediate recognition by his singing of Water Boy
in his first appearance at a concert with the New York Philhar-
monic Orchestra at the Stadium. Later, Mr. Bowers sang with
outstanding success in concert and over the radio with the Hall
Johnson Sextet.
He spent the following summer at the music colony at Blue
Hill, Maine, where he carried on intensive work in concert reper-
tory under the musical guidance of Carroll Hollister, well known
accompanist, and special voice coaching with Mrs. William H.
Greene and with Mme. Edith Gaudenzi, in preparation for his
New York debut.
While in Maine, Mr. Bowers sang for a number of prominent
musicians, among whom was Leopold Godowsky, who became one

and full of good tone.”

N. Y. Daily Mirror

Mr. Bowers made pleasur- of the patrons of Mr. Bowers’s first concert in New York City.
able use of a mellow voice | Other, pr i ons. were:
: Mr. Heywood Broun, Mr. Harry T. Burleigh, Mr. Abram

Chasins, Miss Fannia M. Cohn, Miss Lisa Elman, Miss Bettina
Hall, Mr. Hall Johnson, Mrs. Franz Kneisel, Mr. André Kostel-

—his singing was sympa-

thetic and possessed a par- azth, Mrs. A. Walter Kramer, Mrs. Henry E. Krehbiel, Mr. Abra-
A o : m Mandelstam, Mrs. Ethelbert Nevin, Mme. Marie Sundelius
ticularl lity.” : . T . 5 R
= Moo 1 o 4 s Mr. Bowers’s debut met with immediate and unqualified suc-

cess. He is considered one of the outstanding Negro artists, and
R = a worthy colleague of Roland Hayes and Paul Robeson.
. . 08 . -
Mr. Bowers is available for concert engagements.




PRESS COMMENTS

“Headline: Musicians Hail Bowers’ Recital—Y oung Negro Baritone
Dramatic in Style.” “Formerly of the Hall Johnson Negro Choir,
William Bowers, a twenty-four-year-old baritone, made his recital
debut last evening before an enthusiastic audience composed largely
of musicians. . . . The first lyric the young baritone delivered with
stirring dramatic force, revealing a strong, mellow voice reminiscent
of that possessed by his colleague, Paul Robeson. Mr. Bowers proved
to be quite at home in this stately, smoothly moving kind of melody,
disclosing at the same time genuine feeling and an understanding of
style. . .. Mr. Bowers was most effective in ‘Der Doppelginger’. To this
he imparted a solemn, pathetic quality, a depth and justness of feeling
that made it the surpassing interpretation of the evening. . .. For his
group of Negro songs and spirituals Mr. Bowers chose, among other
favorites, ‘O’ Man River’ and ‘Water Boy’. His simple and eloquent
mezzo voce account of ‘Oh, Lord, Have Mercy on Me!” disclosed his
sympathetic understanding of the rich tonal heritage of the American
Negro.”—The New York World Telegram.

“Mr. Bowers made his audience acquainted with a voice of good
natural quality and a warmth of feeling to be expected from a singer
of his race. He delivered ‘Hear Me, Ye Winds and Waves’ with fervor
and appreciation of style.”—W. J. Henderson in The New York Sun.

“Mr. Bowers’s voice has the velvet edge that we have come to associ-
ate with the singing of his race; its quality accorded well with the
loveliness inherent in the piano passages of ‘Nur Wer die Sehnsucht
Kennt’ "—The New York Times.

“Headline: Negro Baritone Gives Recital Before a Large and En-
thusiastic Audience.” “To the number of Negro vocalists bidding for
a place in the recital field was added yet another when William
Bowers, baritone, presented a program last night. The auditorium
was completely filled and all indications were that the audience
would have welcomed more repetitions and additional numbers than
the recitalist gave. . . . Mr. Bowers made pleasurable use of a mellow
voice—his singing was sympathetic and possessed a particularly win-
ning quality. . . . In such racial numbers as ‘Oh, Lord, Have Mercy on
Me’ and ‘Were you There?’, he used the half voice with a quiet per-
suasiveness.”—The New York Evening Post.

“Among the soloists, exceptional praise was merited by the bari-
tone who intoned ‘Water Boy’ ”.—F. D. Perkins in The New York
Herald Tribune.

“Mr. Bowers has a voice of warm texture and good range—he has
unquestioned taste and feeling for such airs as Handel’s ‘Hear Me, Ye
Winds and Waves’, and ‘Where’er You Walk’ and he sang Dido’s
Lament (‘When I am Laid in Earth’), fervently. . . . The audience
filled every available chair and applauded generously.”—The New
York Herald Tribune.

“William Bowers, Negro baritone and once an ornament of the Hall
Johnson Negro Choir, sang last night before a full house. Mr. Bowers
is a sensitive musician, intelligent, and artistic. His voice is resonant

and full of good tone.”—The Daily Mirror.
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Columbia niversity
inthe Citp of Hew Pork

WOMEN’S GRADUATE CLUB
301 PHiLosorny HaLL

Fripay, ApriL 6, 1934, 4 P.M.

TEA IN HONOR OF
GRADUATE FACULTY

RECITAL

WiLriaMm Bowers, Baritone

Assisted bMLL HoLLISTER, A ccompanist

PROGRAM
I
Aria “It 1s ENoven” FrROM “Evrgan”. ... ........... Mendelssohn
MO LOVBLY CRLIA i st i sa s niemnta ofatoita George Munro
OVER THE MOUNTAINS & v viaivivis s nisieisrn sz ocs sha vz Roger Quilter
II
T MATRACHE v comatamn semalias s ndaiageionate s o St BN ) Brahms
MINNEBIARIY ot e, ilal50 a0 000,80 o7 oo rastiersaetaial s 0 o s v akel aaly Brahms
SAPPHISCHE ODE" « sivic sie o siaisisia s i aknsbisrarisiitoss Brahms
) LIEBLICHE " WANGEN vy v 5 msica in s staariosiniore) o oa amy sisdunarat Brahms
III
T e MB O LLORD o uissivmsreis: sis s im pomisis siomioie muraress Harry T. Burleigh
HoNok, HONOR, - ;i s s s sioe s aiiission Hall Johnson
WHEN DM GONB. v i et Harry T. Burleigh
Diox't My Lorp DeELiver DaNier?. ........... Harry T. Burleigh

Steinway Piano Used
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN

The mniverﬂg of Chicago

Thbe Pivision of Social Sciences

7

| | January 30, 1933

Dr. Franklin C. McLean
Rosenwald Fund

4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Franklin:

I am writing to you now as the acting president
of the Rosenwald Fund, that is, I am not writing
as the acting president, but to you as the acting
President.

A very good friend of mine has been endeavoring
to get a negro fellowship or a scholarship for
Mr. William Bowers whose curriculum vitae is
enclosed. v friend is Hollister who, you may
notice from the program, accompanied him at his
Steinway Hall concert. Hollister spoke of him

to me in the highest terms and as%ed me to do
whatever is reasonable to persuade vou that his
view is correct. Hence, this note and enclosures
are being passed on at his recommendation. I
believe Mr, Arthur has already received an appli-
cation from Bowers.

Sincerely yours,

Qoue,)

s/cG Donald Slesinger



February 1, 1053

Dear Donalds I have your letter of January 50 with
raferance to an application for a fellow-
ship from Mr. William Bowers.

I find that an appliestion for this
fellowship bhas already Leen received and declined on
the basls of our net having funds for fellowships at
this time. I finu slso that instructions from Mr. Embree
are quite explicit to the effest that no nev sppoint-
ments to fellowshlips are to be made.

In view of the sabove, I em sorry that
I have no alternative except to say ™ao."

Sincerely jyours,

"\-I',"J -

= ALY
(A |

FOMLg LU Acting President

lir . Donsld Slesinger
Division of Soclal Sciences
University of Chicago



[Tee 5 Teg, T

lMr. Embree:

Mr. Hollister, who was accompanist for Misha
Elman and is at present accompanist for John Thomas,
spoke to me on Saturday about the question of a fellow-
ship for William Bowers.

Mr. Hollister believes that Mr. Bowers has
unusual abilities. The latter is anxious to study for a
year in New lork and would like to have about $2,000 to
continue his work. He has a family of three children
which is the reason for putting this amount so high.

I of course explained to Mr. Hollister that
the Fund is not making any new fellowship grants at present
and suggested that he approach other foundations or individ-
uals. I bring this matter to your attention as I thought
you could make more definite suzgestions as to where a

scholarship might be secured.

1933



78 (/uutf‘f.ﬁ'ﬂ_ﬂ‘

SQH{}LAHS"“P C«.t/
3&% W wﬂm’e&
%v. aadw t s»f
MM“‘__
901 CU. &c@lﬁaﬁo . ¢
oQJLM W, Cuzﬁ.m‘._
JZ»;% Lok ek & CAcaﬁo ne
LA Cd.cufq %uu_} a4 aqm_ fm.,cu, |

tﬂ«flfaﬁa tt . 5 Clo —béij é:ud M,;,
S dle g il frgin me g Yo
oj, N Ciruwuerd ales (!TUL &—2—:1 a a.-ﬂlx



oAii 3y F Ty Ty
a1 me ﬂw@ 4 Jﬁmw . 
HWM maa , N o M,MJ ! 3 JW,. mﬁﬂu&.m m
¢ § @ﬁ%l&&dw P umﬂm@ ,,mma/mw
/mww/omf ...,,ww,&,,w: .w.mﬁm. m_..,,.u m._o%.mm;%&
B /mw MMﬁm ﬂﬁwm W,w mﬂm Mww
N Mu.a_. 2y S m,,m,,ma.,rmw s
LMM M&Mwmmﬁwimtﬂ% A
Lm: 1380 ﬁfw ar imﬂz ER NN - 1
,,. mﬁmlm wmcﬁm.mw ‘ awzwjﬁ Wmm. Jﬁw
I R gy e
.?MTWHQ.M @m%wwwmm.mw% /,M M.M &wawa
mmamﬂéwwwwﬁ .mwuwfm,,ﬁwwwwﬁww
£330 shnaledvialy gl




N, Prware twng e Fudey, Loyt | til) e is opleudd

Uriee wmm%ﬂw,mﬁmmhi&gw

m}am,w e Dhacy e L e bt
Lred  Comrsat g adwinall M«?,mhﬁu«.
S e gled bat Ao o ngau,

aud weosF dotivguisded avdicacy . a4 A al ad

Urtrweee's ?am;,mmj.ymuﬁm

e awd. WMQ\‘-—/’
z;jz v o ol T S



OOLIMBIA URIVERSITY
in the City of New York

Office of the
Adviger To Yomen Graduate Students

Philosophy Hall

iy dear ikr. Dowersi=-

It ie difficult to lmow which to preise first or most, your beautiful veéice,
the sdmirable training you hed hed, or the splendid resulte you have achieved by
making such intelligent and artietic use of both volce end treining. /nd you
eing not only with power and brilliancy end beeuty but with a fine emotionsl
quality which ie very moving. Jeveral of the eongs I have never heard as well
sung. I wee especielly interested in the Germen group snd congretulate you on
your perfeoct dietion end your excellent command of thet rather difficult tongue.

Your progrem was most verled end discriminating and diselosed broad end
catholic taste. It gave great pleasure to your emthusiastic listeners. You
ere obviously lawmched on what promises to be a eingulerly successful career.

We very much hope you will comsent to come end eing for ue again.

Very gratefully and
eincerely yours,

(edigned) Juliene laekell

spril 2, 1973



SCHOLARSHp

Hay 25, 1874

My dear Hr, Holliater: In response to your appeal

l=st February for a fellowship
for Hr. Tilliam Bowsrs, we adviszed you that the question
of fellowship awards would be decided in Mey. I now with
much regret Inform you that we have not been shle to make
a grant in the case of Mr, Bowers. As you can readily
rezlize, we have & great many applicetions for very limited
scholarship fundas, We wish that we could help in all of
the appealing casesg that come to our attention, and rerret
that we have %o decline so many of the requests.

??f‘-""“!" =< =
5}é;{;?ulf yours,
9 e
FRE:VH (f ¥¢ . ~

Hr. Carroll Hollister
78 West 55th S;reet
N-w York, New Xork



8CHCLARSHIP

Colwmbia Cliversity
the Citp of NewPork

OFFICE OF THE
ADVISER TO WOMEN GRADUATE STUDENTS
PriLosopHy HALL

SGptember 18, 1934.
=

To the Rosenwald Foundation,
Chicago, Illinois.

Mr, William Bowers, negro baritone,

tells me th&t He“has been suggested to you as a
candidate for one of the Rosenwald Fellowships.

Mr., Carroll Hollister, accompanist to
Mr. John Charles Thomes, introduced Mr, Bowers
to us and has always accompanied lr, Bowers when
he has sung at the Univereity. WMr, Bowers has
given three or four recitals et the University,
the last one at a party in honor of the Faculty,
and, as a result of his various visits, Mr, Bowers
has won meny friends at the University. We
admire his beautiful voice, which has been admirasbly
trained, and above all, find his personality most
attractive. Properly supported, lr, Bowers can go
very far indeed and we doubt whether the funds of
the Rosenwald Foundation could be better invested
than in him.

Sincerely yours, A
\w /’/ ~



NATIONAL OFFICERS

“PRESIDENT
J. E. SPINGARN

VICE-PRESIDENTS

HoN. ARTHUR CAPPER
BisHoP JOHN A. GREGG
REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES
JAMES WELDON JOHNSON
ARTHUR B. SPINGARN
OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD

TREASURER
MARY WHITE OVINGTON

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Baltimore
Carl Murphy

Boston
Joseph Prince Loud
Charleston, W.Va.
T. G, Nutter
Chicago
Jane Addams
Clarence Darrow
Cleveland
Hon. Harry E. Davis
Detroit
Hon, Ira W. Jayne
Hon. Frank Murphy
Emporia, Kas.
William Allen White
New York
Lillian A. Alexander
Rev. Hutchens C. Bishop
Marion Cuthbert
Hubert T. Delany
R.ac.hel Davis Du Bois
. W. E. B, DuBois
I.-awl.u 8. Gannett
Rev. John Haynes Holmes
James Weldon Johnson
Hon. Herbert H. Lehman

Northampton, Mass,
Dr. William Allan Neilson
Orange, N.J.
Dr. Vernon F. Bunce

Philadelphia
Isadore Martin

Richmond
Maggie L. Walker

Topeka
Hon., Arthur Capper

Washington
Sterling A. Brown
Nannie H. Burroughs
Hon, James A. Cobb
Abram L, Harris
Charles Edward Russell

NATIONAL LEGAL
COCMMITTEE

Chairman
Artkur B. Spingarn

Columbia, 8. C.
N. J. Frederick

New York
Morris L. Ernst

Charles H. Studin

Pittsburgh, Pa.
Homer 8. Brown

Toledo, Ohio

Jesse 8. Hellip

Washington, D. C.
William H. Hastie
Charles H. Houston

Wilmington, Del.
Louis L. Redding

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE =~ wareawure  secnerany

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YO*L"{“LAHW“"? SECRETARY

TELEPHONE: ALGONQUIN 4-6548 uBois
EDITOR OF THE CRISIS

WILLIAM PICKENS
FIELD SECRETARY

Official Organ: The Crisis

Daisy E. LAMPKIN

o —— g - = ey s

1934 | ; P e B

The Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago,

Illinois.

Gentlemen:

I have been informed that Mr, William Bowers
has been recommended to the Rosenwald Fund for a
fellowship to enable him to do further study in the
field of music. 1 have been asked to express an
opinion of his ability and potentizlities and this
I am very glad to do.

I have known Mr. Bowers for some years and
have always found him to be a man of integrity and
zeal. He has a magnificent voice which he uses
with great intelligence and I believe that he is
destined to become one of our great artists. In
the face of tremendous financial and other diffi-
culties he has persevered. 1 consider him well
worthy of any aid which may be given him.

|
Ever sincerely,

eg? 25

WW:CTF

How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on federal legislation against lynching?

‘ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

REGIONAL FELB-SECRETARY



A ¢ gy 4 18 AMM_M ~ R\
.Im . Im hf L LY X RN <
e o Hies
WMM%\ _‘ N MM&.& mupwam 3 ..Mi/m o.rwu.w..m M
“i1xe 0 EL RN Ay

“o
d
T,
diw

- RGNt T
13 ﬁmm%m RrRa
ORI R Bt s ate ) PLEC L
AR e
1 15338 i ﬁumwmw Wﬁubwww




-

b
e

4ol
85111 .
s e
/»tzz o
ths

o

by Tead  asds
bl
é‘fj
clrgad

&Mda—foz.

re wll
(71.(4. addrusa: 18 loast 55SL)

,bb.dw

20
) a_da
yi

, =

oy
ot
je

Lonen t
 f

r ﬂl ac
dua Naoheld
g Sladints | Cladie Uinnaily |
Cl. - ..j
Llonit
theou,
aud
i o
s

é«m V.
a.dun |
(52

W’

Thia

Brwens by s

1

D Lmdd e
oy
G e

th with

b U

—

Loy
LAath dia  Grwgr

A

|




78 luvegt 55 SE,

- ek
!-j " e \ ) 4 %;.Jﬁ;lq34
| )hc 1 %ﬂ< 7_“4 e “GLKRSH\P
‘ %wau? i‘f‘ , f 8 o
/)/Db‘]u-r ‘ /l’bﬂua Uih,:

dpwﬁ' mwm wn 72
7y 'J/L.mu aad ’ﬂ.a-oe_'('aﬂul mt’Z ﬁ-rww

Wtﬁ 'y’ﬁfj j:zjf;td ,&-Mk
e oG a,u.c( itz

é::'f p(,,,ﬂ-,mue MW )M-l Have a}ww
d 5 Lo: ﬂd«( md;.,a «é.t(ié

%Wﬁfimﬁwﬂ O i

ad Ll have tad

4q{,4“.£.] and. i %4 &—»w &’4/{2 _{%‘

‘g Yur. QMM aMaL Yvend m’%{ a thu

5 :Lﬁq Ty sy uﬁ
0015 \% DZJA 7‘2“__/" 7/M4 M
ane Lowmndenad s ’}W_J_ L4 of —

G ;
m J Leliove %d‘ LA (_ Lu:—f_ibm . Wf'
j,[‘g WWM%M d cmﬁnw

Mmm



Board of Trustees

Alfred K.Stern
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Mrs. Helen Swift Neilson

Miss Caroline Newton
Dr. William F. Ogburn

Dr. Bernard Glueck
Dr. William Healy
Dr. David M. Levy
Dr. Sandor Rado
Dr. William A.White

Dr. Franz Alexander

Director

October 8, 1834

Dear MNiss Utley: A friend of mine, Carroll Hollister,

¢ has just written me from New York that
Mre ers has an application in your hands for a fellowship
from the Rosenwald Fund. Since iir. Stern is away at present,
I am taking the liberty of writing you & note about Mr. Bowers

whom I have had the pleasure of meeting personally.

As you know, I am not a musician except
as an amateur but I think there is little question that Bowers
has exceptional talent and a brilliant career hes been predicted
for him by leading musicians a number of whom I know personally.
As to personality, Mr., Bowers is seemingly = high type of person,
very serious and hard working, and for the past few years has
been having a considerable strug-le developing his art and
supporting his family. He seems to me to be a person most
deserving of assistance as I believe that he has a real cultural
contribution to make.

This letter is only meant to convey to
you what information I have about iir. Bowers. '
Very truly yours, ’/{

Miss Margaret Utley
Juliue Rosenwald Fund
4801 Fllis Avenue

Chicego, Illinois
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Remarks:

768688

Since Mr. Hollister has been asso-
ciated with John Charles Thomas and other
great singers, he should be a good judge.
I would be favorably impressed with his
persistence in advocating Bowers' cause.

If I had to make a decision on this

case from the material presented, I would
say that his recommendations are sufficient

for favorable action.
o
*‘hﬂ 6,\JI
Lkt
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October 22, 1834

¥y dear Mr. Hollister: We have gone over with care the

application of J William Bowers
for a fellowship which has hsd such activeﬁggmﬁm:“"
On the basis of the information and opinions assembled, he

scens a most promising candidate for such aid.

The chief guestions in the case
of a fellowship in music or the fine arts are: (&) arronge-
ments for the course of study, and (b) probebility of self-
support on the basis of an anticipated career. So far as the
second is concerned, lr. Bowers slregdy gives comsidersble
evidence of ability to support himself by his music. On the
former can we rely upon you to help him gel just the kind of
work which would be most useful to him? If you are willing
to carry your interest to thie further stage of helping on
the work he is to do, we stand ready to mske aveilsble a
fellowship of one thousand two hmndred dollsrs (51,200) to
cover approximately one year's study.

I am sending this to you rather thsn
direct to Mr. Bowers as I should mot like to make the grant
until we are assursd of satisfactory arrangements for the year's

Very truly yours,
BRE:KWC FErwm &

Br, Carroll Hellister
78 West 55th Gtreet
Hew York City

P. S. I am snclosing the note which
was sent with the earlier papers and which I understand youw wish
to have returned.
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October 28, 1u04

My dear Mr. Hollister: Confirming our conversation in
this oft‘ics the other day,

wish to handle the fellowship of M :

you., If you will continue to help Dy adminTstering

funde as well s by planning ¥r. Bowers'! courses, 1t will

be a satisfaction to us and, I am sure, a great help to

him.

In accordance with the :lans
agreed upony we are sending checks to you at guarterly in-
tervals with the understanding that you will put these in
a specias triost fund and advance them for Mr. Bowers! mu-
siecal needs. We are enclosing herewith the first check for
four hundred dollars ($400). This will be followed by two
checks for three hundred dollars {£300) each, on February 1
and Mey 1lst, respcetively, and a final check for two hundred
dollars {£200) on August lst. However, if as time goes on,
scme reerrangement in terms or dates of nayment secems desir-
abie, we can easily arracge this ix accordance with amy re-.
g est that you meke,

Yery truly yours,

ERE:rm
Fic. Eowin R. Emsrere

Mr. Carroll Hollister
78 West 55th Street

. New York, New York
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To

lr, Sarrell Holllister

Julius Rosenwald Fw

© 4901 Ellis Avenue ‘af M 4.
CHICAGO VLA,

™ .

Payment Voucher No. 4‘[\” 7%0

Date Qotober 20, 1074

Firgt peyment on fellowship grent o iir. Tillice Bowers « « = = « « 5400,00

L]
Okke 711848
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Hesro Fellowahips 35426 5200,00

oct 30 9%

Prepared by Ched:ed b}f
DAE

Posted by

For Controller
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FORM 122

To
Mre Carroll Hollister
78 Vest 55th Street

Hew York City

Julius Rosenwald Fund.: ;- ARSH"P

4901 Ellis Avenue _‘“&l IUE-.
CHICAGO

Payment Voucher No. %

Date April 0, 1988

Third cusaderly peyment on scholership grented to Mr, Fillimn Bowers - 23500400

Ck, #17013

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Scholarships end Fellowships 3534-28 |$300,00

«;;-‘fb%
e
Prepared by Checked by Posted by
MVG
For Controller
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Payment Voucher NoJtl

Date Jeaamuary 31, 1255

Scholarships & Fellowships

Second peyment om fellowship grented to William Bowers 10/26/54 - - -$300.,00
et mant S
[ ]
e 712478
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit I Credit

222428 $200,00

Prepared by
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Checked by

Posted by

For Controller
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Final payment on fellowship granted 10/28/54 to Mr, William Bowers - - «$200,00

G:-- l“ﬁO"
Accounts Appropriation No. Diebit Credit
Scholarships & Fellowships 3334-28 ($200,00
N
oo
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8CHOLARSHIP
357 McDonough St.,
Brooklyn, N Y

Sept. 10th, 1936

E—;
1

Rosenwald Foundation
4201 Ellis Ave.,
Chkczago, T11.

Dezr Mr. Embree:

1 ¢
,_-r__’\, J___

: l

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, \
l

|

|

&2

e

The fellowship which was awarded
me in 1974 by the Rosenwald Foundation was of the
greatest help to my career. Tt opened avenues of
study which had heen closed to me, gave me a feeling
of security essential to my artistie developmﬁnt,
and also revived my confidence in my work and in
myself. It gave me an opportunity to get some real
experience in acting and singing whilz earning money
al the same time.

\\

During the r T h=ve sung as
un“erstudy and altsrnate wit} Dunc an In the role
of Por; gy In the Gersuwln ppr Por5~ and Bess".

In additlon Lo this I have sung at numerousg concerts

boin private and publlc and oceasionally over the radlo
with orchestra

My need is for more training. I know
thet T have the t&l?ﬁu, but without the training I can
never pbecome a first rate artist,

I am therefore applying for a second
award of a fellowship from the Rosenwald Foundation.
I can assure you that I shsll do my u.moat to take full
advantage and prove myself worthy of this honor.

Respectlfully yours,




™ r}p r v .
SCH LANTGHIP
September 24, 1938

Dear Mr. Bowers: Your letter ito Mr. Embree has come to
me for reply. 4 fellowship committee
has been appointed which is {o sct upon all applications
received by the Fund., This committee will meet some time
in the early spring although the exact date has net been zet.
We have, of course, your applicetion blenk which you filled
out in 1934. I am sending you another ome thinking that you
would probably like to have an up-to-date ome go to this
comnittee for consideration.

I judge from your letter that you are
interested in having & fellowschip for this comine year snd
I hope that the fazct that we cannot even conszider your ap-
plication until spring will not interfere seriously with your
plane,

If you will fill out the snclorsed bhlank

and return it to us we ghsll be very zlad to pressent it %o
our committee,

MESsRW

McDonough Street
Brooklyn, New York



| | : / ,q ‘qacl
has @{Zé:\_s%s’eusf.

amdh O] Qad~ TR 2



/\\
-

WILLIAM BOWERS

pee.q 193¢

- aoo \N-‘QJJV'——
EW Posst . afssrtrsd. : vﬁﬁ_“\ﬁmw-
e o, o ra Lo o Dv e Raau.
m@ﬂ ot Fa it vry ‘“‘\:’“
gWVﬂN g ;
ey S AT e e

T R TReh vowl



WILLIAM

OWERS

A Tribute from MR. LEOPOLD GODOWSKY
“To Mr. William Bowers, with gratitude for
his beautiful, emotional and heartfelt singing.
Wishing him great  well - merited  success.”
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i ‘ ILLIAM BOWERS. remarkable young Negro Baritone. at twenty-seven has |
already proved himself an exceptionally gifted singer—one who may rank with ‘
such noteworthy artists of his race as Roland Hayes, Paul Robeson, Marian

Anderson, Abbie Mitchell, and others. “Mr. Bowers is a sensitive
Born a s & LB A s i el 1 1
or of a singing race, and “born to sing,” Mr. B(?u ers was brought up in . musiciam, intelligent and ar-
the South, where he early absorbed the priceless musical heritage of the Negro.
Here he studied at Thyne Institute, Virginia. and at Knoxville College. Ten- tistic. His voice is resonant

nessee. Later, he came North to continue his academie schooling at City College
in New York City.

It was in New York that Mr. Bowers made the acquaintance of Hall Johnson,
distinguished leader of the internationally famous Hall Johnson Choir. Mr.
Johnson, quickly recognizing the unusual quality of Mr. Bowers® voice, invited
him to join the choir. where he won immediate recognition by his singing of ~N. Y. Daily Mirror
W ater Boy in his first appearance at a concert with the New York Philharmonic
Orchestra at the Stadium. Later, Mr. Bowers sang with outstanding success in
concert and over the radio with the Hall Johnson Sextet.

and full of good tone.”

i

He spent the following summer at the music colony in Blue Hill. Maine.
where he carried on intensive work in concert repertory under the musical
guidance of Carroll Hollister, well known accompanist, and the vocal guidance
of Mme. Edith Gaudenzi, in preparation for his New York debut.

While in Maine, Mr. Bowers sang for a number of prominent musicians.
among whom was Leopold Godowsky, who became one of the patrons of Mr.
Bowers's first concert in New York City. Other prominent patrons were:

Mr. Heywood Broun, Mr. Harry T. Burleigh, Mr. Abram Chasins, Miss
Fannia M. Cohn. Miss Lisa Elman, Miss Bettina Hall. Mr. Hall Johnson, Mrs.
Franz Kneisel, Mr. Andre Kostelanetz, Mrs. A. Walter Kramer, Mrs. Henry
E. Krehbiel. Mr. Abraham Mandelstam, Mrs. Ethelbert Nevin, Mme. Marie
Sundelius.

Mr. Bowers™ debut met with immediate and unqualified success. To con-
tinue his intensive and extensive study of Opera, Mr. Bowers was awarded a
Fellowship by the Rosenwald Foundation.

Following his debut, Mr. Bowers appeared not only on many of his own
radio programs. but also as soloist on such featured programs as the Philip
James Little Symphony over WOR; Perole String Quartette over WOR: Wesson
0il Hour over WABC: National Dairy Hour over WEAF: and the Cadillac
Hour over the NBC network. g

“Mr. Bowers made pleasur-

able use of a mellow voice 4 . b ) "
Mr. Bowers® latest triumph was appearing in the leading role of “Porgy

- - - - ~ B = - T -
—his  singing was sympa- in George Gershwin’s opera, “Porgy and Bess.” When Tod Duncan became ill,

) | Mr. Bowers played the role. The critics highly praised Mr. Bowers™ perform-
thetic and possessed a par- | ances, stating that he played a most sympathetic “Porgy.” After Mr. Duncan’s

. o i recovery, Mr. Bowers alternated in the role with Mr. Duncan.
ticularly winning quality.

IMI‘. Bowers is considered one of the outstanding Negro artists, and a worthy
colleague of Roland Hayes and Paul Robeson.

e Mr. Bowers is available for concert engagements.
N. Y. Evening Post



PRESS COMMENTS

“Headline: Musicians Hail Bowers' Recital—Young Negro Baritone
Dramatic in Style.” “Formerly of the Hall Johnson Negro Choir,
William Bowers, a twenty-seven-year-old baritone. made his recital
debut last evening before an enthusiastic audience composed largely
of musicians, . . The first lyric the young baritone delivered with
stirring dramatic force. re u-.lhn-r a strong. mellow voice reminiscent
of that possessed by his u)]lmgue. Paul Robeson. Mr. Bowers proved
to be quite at home in this stately. smoothly moving kind of melody.
disclosing at the same time genuine feeling and an understanding of
style, . . Mr. Bowers was most effective in ‘Der Doppelgiinger’. To
this he imparted a solemn, pathetic quality. a depth and justness of
feeling that made it the nur|)as~‘-iu;_' interpretation of the evening. . .
For his group of Negro songs and spirituals Mr. Bowers chose, among
other favorites, ‘O’ Man River' and ‘Water Boy'. His simple and
eloquent mezzo voce account of “Oh, Lord, Have Mercy on Me!” dis-
closed his sympathetic understanding of the rich tonal heritage of the

American Negro.”—The New York World Telegram.

“Mr. Bowers made his audience acquainted with a voice of good
natural quality and a warmth of feeling to be expected from a singer
of his race. He delivered ‘Hear Me, Ye Winds and Waves” with fervor
and appreciation of style.”—W. J. Henderson in The New York Sun.

“Mr. Bowers' voice has the velvet edge that we have come to
associate with the singing of his race: its quality accorded well with
the loveliness inherent in the piano passages of “Nur Wer die Sehn-
sucht Kennt® "—The New York Times.

“Headline: Negro Baritone Gives Recital Before a Large and En-
thusiastic Audience.” “To the number of Negro vocalists bidding
for a place in the recital field was added yet another when William
Bowers, baritone, presented a program last night. The auditorium

sas completely filled and all indications were that the audience
would have welcomed more repetitions and additional numbers than

the recitalist gave. . . Mr. Bowers made pleasurable use of a mellow
voice—his singing was sympathetic and possessed a particularly
winning quality. . .- In such racial numbers as “Oh. Lord. Have Mercy

on Me” and “Were you There?’, he used the half voice with a quiet
persuasiveness.,”—The New York FEvening Post.

“Among the soloists, exceptional praise was merited by the bari-
tone who intoned “Water Boy™ ".—F. D. Perkins in The New York
Herald Tribune.

“Mr. Bowers has a voice of warm texture and good range—he has
unquestioned taste and feeling for such airs as Handel’s ‘Hear Me. Ye
Winds and Waves”. and “Where'er You Walk® and he sang Dido’s
Lament (*“When 1 am Laid in Earth’), fervently. . . The audience
filled every available chair and applauded generously.”—The New

York Herald Tribune.

“William Bowers. Negro baritone and once an ornament of the Hall
Johnson \J('g..m Choir. sang last night before a full house. Mr. Bowers
is a sensitive musician, Illll‘]llg[‘lll. and artistic. His voice is resonant
and full of good tone.”—The Daily Mirror.



DEC 1 6 1936

December 14, 1936

Dear Miss Davis: I have read with much interest
your letter of December 9. It
is true that a fellowship was granted to Mr. Bowers
from the Fund some years ago and we in this office
have followed his cereer with much satisfection. I
am afraid I cannot make any very helpful suggestions
about the proposed concert in Chicago. I sm out of
the city so much myself that I have found it impos~
sible to take any perscnal responsibility in such
matters. Mr, George Arthur, who was in charge of
our fellowships at the time the award was made to
¥r. Bowers, and whose address is 3763 Soutnh Wabash
Avenue, Chicago, has helped in the Chicago concerts
of other singers. e might be willing either to be
of assistance himself or to suggest proper auspices.

Very truly yours,

EREIW

Hiss Lucille Davis
1585% Elm Street
Youngstown, Chio
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o
Name Jemes William Bowers Field: Music -
s Voice
Concert Singer
282 Decatur Street, Brooklyn, New York
Plan of Work

To complete the necessary preparation for a concert operatic career.

Wishes to study privately with Mr. Carroll Hollister, beginning
sumrer or fall, 1941. i ¥

Personal Data Born Skipwith, Virginia, August, 1908. Age:
- Married, three children. )

Undergraduate Work ~ [noxville College, 1926-28.

Brooklyn College, 1938-39.
Private study of music for several years.

Graduate Work

Experience Soloist, Hall Johnson Choir, Warner Brothers,‘lQSO—SE;
soloist, WOR Broadcasting Station, New York City, 1933-24;
alternate in role of Porgy, Theatre Guild, New York, 1935-36, $100 per week;
free lance concert singer, 1936 -.

Accomplishments Rosenwald Fund Fellowship, $1200, 1934-35.

References

F, W, Wilson, Thyne Institute, Chase City, Virginia
Carroll Hollister, New York City
James H. Hubert, New York City

Mrs. Anna C. Molyneaux, National Music League, New York Endost Smmé

Mme. Edith Gaudenzi, New York City Potal AmamitNesded
From Applicant
From Fund

AMOUNT GRANTED

¥
o

$ 2,500

$ 2,500









- e e W

J,., William Bowers

1.

Music is not something on- a sheet of paper. Nor is it even
the manipulation of a musical instrument by the interpretative
artist, To the production of music three musicians must con-
tribute: the composer, the instument maker and the interpretive
misician. Not Until all three have been brought into intimate
collasboration, and the alr between the listener's ear and the
instrument is disturbed by the actual playing of the instrument,
is music produced. That disturbance of the air is rusic., In the

last analysis, music is something happening in the air; end it is
nothing else.

That there i1s an art of music will be readily conceded.
That there is a science of music as well is not quite so obvious,
yet such is undoubtedly the case, And that muslc as an art can
not attain the full growth of which it 1s capable unless fostered
and nurtured by science is equally true.

The greatest need of the vocal profession today 1s more ex-
tensive, more intensive and more dependable information respecting
the action of the human voice as a musical instrument, It will be
readily conceded that the maker of a flute, a clarinet, a trombone,
a violin or an auditorium must know the proper proportions for his
instruments if he is to produce the best results possible to the
skill of his craft, and that exhaustive laboratory investigation
would be contributory to that end. It is not so generally recog-
nized that the same principle applies to the voice bullder, but
such is undoubtedly the cese. A flute or a violin comes to the
player as a finished, completed instrument ready to be played. It
is not at all so with the voice. The prospective singer recelves
his instument in a very rough and incomplete state, far short of
a finished and perfected instrument ready for use=-- "knocked
down," the violin maker would say of a violin in s similar state
of incompletion. Before the prospective singer can use his un-
finished instrument, he must take it to a vocal instrument maker--
a voice teacher to have it completed. And it is only after a
tedious process of finishing and polishing that the vocal instru-
ment 1s put in fit condition to be used for singing. When a singer
has to think of where he must place each tone at 2ll times, his
instrument has not been properly assembled,

It is conceded that the voice of all musical instruments
i{s most complicated in 1ts method of tone production. When these
technicalities have been mastered, the singer still has a world
to eonquer-- artistry, interpretation, musicianship and poise, -



Jo. William Bowers

11,

It is the latter which is my chief concern today. To combine
these into what 1s termed virtuosity requires much time, patience
and money.

The Fellowship which was awarded me in 1934 by the Rosenwald
Foundation was of the greatest help to my career, It opened
avenues of study which had been closed to me, pave me a feeling
of security essential to my artistic development and also revived
my confidence in myself and my work, It gave me an onportunity to
get some real experience in acting and singing while earning
money at the same time. When "Porgy and Bess," the Gershwin Opera
was produced, I was selected to sing the alternate lead in the
role of "Porgy." In addition to this, I have sung at numerous

concerts, both private and public and occasionally over the radio
with ochestras.

Cn July 4, 1940 when President Roosevelt dedicated his
privaete library, I was invited to Hyde Park by lrs. Roosevelt to
render a speclal program for the President and his guests. This
honor I considered a high point in my career,

The demands which these opportunities have exacted from my
talents have compelled me to realize that I am in need of more
systematlic training. As I have previously stated, that training
which tends to develop simultaneocusly the secientific and artistic
aspects of the vocal art to later combine them into what is known
as virtuosity. With scientifiec training, artistic development
and talent one can look forward to a successful career.

lr, Carroll Hollister has consented to supervise my musical
studies in so far as the selection of qualified instructors are
concerned. !'e have discussed the matter and have agreed on a
general program., Mr., Hollister has left the task of selecting
a vocal teacher to my discretion, of course with your approval.
I have had the privilege of studying with several teachers and I
can safely say that they all contributed toward my genersl develon-
ment. However, I do believe that Mme., Edith Gandenzi whose studio
is lccated at 171 West 71 8treet, New York City has done more
toward placing my voice and has a better understanding of my pare
ticular type of instrument than any teacher with whom I have come
in contect., 3She 1s a splendid musician, pianist, compmetent in
Opera and I believe that she knows the art of volce produetion.,

Vr, Hollister and I have agreed that I should attend specisal
courses in harmony, languages, ear-training and opera training
given at the Juilliard School of Music, New York City. During

the latter half of thls year's study, I expect to sing a concert
at Town Hall, New York City hoping that the quality of my work



J. "1lliam Bowers

111.

will attract the attention of a relisble management, Vhen I am
successful, I shall try to conduct myself in such manner that

1 will help to crcate a better fecling towsrd my race just as
many of my fellow artists have striven to do.

J can assure you that I shall do my utmost to take full
advantage and prove myself worthy of this honer.



sl KNOXVILLE COLLEGE
EKnoxville Tennessee

ffielal Transeript of the Record of __ Mr, James William Bowers

iddress 262 Decatur Street B'klyn, N.Y.
1. Attendance: Admitted Freghman Class i
Attended From Sept. 15, 1926 to_May 30, 1928 Graduated == Degree-~

11, Present Status In good standing

111, Entrance Credits from: (1)_Thyne Institute, Chase City, Va.

(2) | (3)
Suonct (Units | Source |Subject [Units | Source Subject|Units|Source
English | 4 Spanish | Biolo
Algebra & 2 German L eneral [Se.
Geometry | 1 History | 2 Cml,Subj.
Trigonomdtry Civics g_ Home Eedn,
tin 3 Physics Yamal Tr,
Frencl [ enistry siognavh
[ ' Arithmetic = nta.
How admitted By certification Conditions__ None
1V, College Credits:
Hrs ver Wk, No, |Querter Grades _ |Credit
Catalog Number Deacrigtive Titles |Reec. s | Wks, Pell|Win Sor.|Sum.  |Qr, Hre
926-27
Chemistry 6 General Chemistry S |2 56 B B| A 15
English 1 Rhetoric & Themes 8 | 24 B B| - 10
Mathematics 2,3 College Algebraj | 5 ' 24 c - | B 10
Irigonometry i ;
Speech 1 Public Speaking 2 24 A A 4
German Elementary German 5 l 24 - B| B 10
1927=-28 ,
Psychology 1 General Psychology | 5 | 12 B - | - 5
Mathematics 5 | Analytic Geometry > | 12 D - | - 5
German 11 Intermediate German| 5 | 24 D B | =- 10
Speech 2 Public Speaking | 2 12 c - | - 2
Chemistry 7 Qualitative Chemispry3 2 24 - C| B 10
. English 2 English Literature | 5 24 - B | B 10
Religion 1 New Testament 5 | 12 - - | B 5
Literature |

W e b et

Total Credits Secured 96 Qr, Hrs, Fumber Credits Required for Grad.l86 Qr Hi
Grading System; Letter assing grade A-D; Average passing grade C.

This transeript issued 12/2/40 to Mr. Bowers (Signed) H, Liston Dean




LETTERE OF REFERENCE

William Bowers

Edith Geudenzi, New York City.

Mr. Bowers studied with me when engsged by Mr. Gershwin,
personally, for Porgy end Bess", et which time he promised much. The
following winter his health was very poor end the busineess of earning
e living tock such strenuous effort that he was unsble to overcome a bad
bronchial infection. He wae advised by his physician to chenge climate -
hed work offered him in Ohio and left for Youngstown where for a year or
more he earned a good living end meny good criticisms on his work. Last
spring I heerd him once, when his voice seemed good, but neturally, needed
work. Apparently he has overcome the bronchiel weakness (which wes probably
in part due to lack of nourishment).

I know nothing of Mr. Bowers other than good. He is e
guiet, centlemenly person, has & good organ, and some talent.

Jemee H, Hubert, Executive Secretery, New York Urban Lesague.

I heve knowm Mr. James Williem Bowers for 2 number of
yeers. In addition to being en excellent singer and student of music, he
is one of the finest gentlemen I have ever known. He is aMbitious,
energetic, studious, snd, in my opinion, the type of young men who, if
encoursged, would some day make an outstanding contribution to the race

and to the field of music.

The New York Urben Leegue sponsored him in a concert at
Town Hell three yeers ego. The fact that thie is the firet time thet our
Board has ever agreed to sponsor an artist who was not internationally

known is in itself a testimony zs to the high esteem with which he ks

held by our group.



James William Bowers

Anne C. Molvneaux, Director, National Music League, New York City.

William Bowers, Negro baritone, 1s the possessor of a
most unusual voice, histrionic instincts, imagination, and fine sensibilities.
In 211 my deelinge with him I have alwaye found him to be dependable, honest,
and most intelligent. He is truly worthy of any help and encouragement any
one could give him., Whatever & singer - or humen being - should have
innately he has, but he does lack vocsl technique and coaching. His voice
sometimes does not fully respond becesuse of its not always being properly
produced. Should he be sble to slways control his natural equipment I be-
lieve he would be one of our really great singers. I recommend him to you
most highly.

Carroll Hollister, Accompenist to John Charles Thomas.

I am happy to give my whole-hearted and enthusiastic
endorgement to this epplication of William Bowers for a renewed grant of
o Rocenwald fellowship st thie time. I was instrumental in helping to ob-
tain for him & similar fellowship granted to him in 1934, and I feel that
in spite of certain obstacles and handicaps (which I shall explain later)
which prevented him at that time from reaping the full benefit of this
acsistence in his studies, hiw work and accomplishment during that year
nevertheless fully justified the assistance given him, and revealed in him
the percsonal and ertistic quelities to enable him, with proper guidance
end encoursgement, tc be an outstanding representative of hie race in his
chosen profession as & singer,

I have known Williem Bowers for meny years, have played
for him and coeched him in his singing, end have watched his development

as & man snd ae an artist over a long period of time. I h=sve had him sing



[ ]

Jemeg Williem Bowers

for meny mueicel friends end associstes, smong them the late Leopold
Godowsky, end my preecent ertist-zssociate, Mr. John Chsrles Thomas, both

of whom felt Mr. Bowers had & beautiful netural voice, great musical feeling
end intellirence. He has en unusuel gift, I believe, for the interprete-
tion of songe, with 2 style and intensity of emotion that is both moving

end drametic, end a megnetism of delivery thst is quite out of the ordinsary.

He hes showm by his percistence and determinetion in
fecing the heeviest obstacles end difficulties end discouregements that he
hes met with, in the struggle to achieve & musiczl career, during ell the
yeers that I heve known him, that he hag the strength of character, the
courege, end the conviction to carry him far elong the steep end difficult
path to artistic achievement.

The burden of continuing his studies while eerning a
precarious living for himself end hie family, has at times exhausted him
physicelly to an extent which undermined his health and vitality and de-
pressed him mentally and emotionally. The result of 211 this lowered
vitality waes to meke him, in the rigores of New York climate during the fall
and winter time, subject to continued colds and bronchisl congestion that
seriovsly hampered his vocel condition and interfered with his studies.
This was true even during the period when he wes receiving eid from the
Rosenweld Fund, 2s the smount was not sufficient to relieve him of the
responsibility for the support of his family, so that he haed to continue
to work and sing end exhaust himself to earn money, when he should have
been cble to conserve 2ll his energies for his studies.

I hope, therefore, that if the renewed fellowship is
granted to him egein this yeer, it will be in sufficient emount to reglly
free him from the burden of financizl snxiety, €o that he will be free to

devote a1l his time and his best efforts to studying and developing his



=

James William Bowers

artistic talents. I think his plen of work is excellent, end in this I
shall be happy, with your approvel, end in so far as I am sble, to give
him my continued advice and help.

Mr. Bowers! greatest difficulties et present,
peychologically speeking, ere a certain lack of sgelf-confidence and assurence,
end en exaggerated emotional censitivy thet I feel sure would dissppear
rapidly under favorable conditions of economic security and zase of vocal

technicue.

RW



4901 ELLIS AVENUE
CHICAGO

Application and accompanying documents should be filed as early as possible for the convenience of the Fellowship
Committee, preferably during the early autumn. No application can be considered by the Committee unless the
completely filled-out blank and all of the materials requested reach the Director for Fellowships by January 5, 1941.

Negro |f White Southerner []

, JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
|
|
\

What institution do you wish to attend? .. . ... I .wish to study privately................ ...
Have you been admitted?. .. €8 . For what degree will you work?... . None............... ... .. .. . ..

Under whose supervision? . Mr.. Carroll. Hollister . Department of. I'Ts John Charles Thomas

Dates of period for which grant is desired 1941-42




Personal History

Pliice: of Birchic... St apkbiy- Moy o - oe s ms s aird e ....Date of birth. ... Aug. 10, 1908

Single, married, widowed, divorced. . . . . . b L e

Name and address of wife or husband . . . .. . Katherine Bowers 262 Decatur St. Blklyn, N.Y.
Occupation and salary of wife or husband. . HOusewlfe .
Number and ages of children. .. .. Thres . npo PO oo SN T 2 o RO o
Dependents. . Four To what extent?. Entirely Relationship . Wife and children
Have you any constitutional disorder or physical disability? .. .. B s R R e S S

(The Committee on Fellowships reserves the right to require a full physical examination.)

Education

One official transcript of your college and university records together with four copies must be submitted with your

application. (Copies may be typed by the applicant.)

Name of Institution

Period of Study
(Give dates)

Degrees, Diplomas,
Certificates
(Give dates)

Knoxville College

College
University

Professional
or technical

Special study

1926-28

private instruction,



Experience

Give record chronologically.

Institution or Organization Address Position Inclusive Dates _énnual
g alary
Hall Johnson Choir Warner Bros, Solotat | 1930-32 No record
WOR Broadeasting. Stal.. New. York..City....... ...Soloist..| 193534 | No record
: Alterate
Theatre Guild | New York City . .. |in role Poprey.l935-36.|$100 .. per wk.
Free.lance .Concerti Sololst | 1936-40 .No record

Accomplishments

1. Of what learned, scientific, or artistic societies are you a member?

Musicilans

The Society for Professional

2. What research or creative work have you done? (If in business or a profession, give evidence of standing and

achievements.)

4. List scholarships or fellowships you have previously held or now hold, stating in each case the places and periods
of tenure, the studies pursued during your incumbency, and the amounts of the stipends.

One hundred dollars from Thyne Istitute to be applied on one years

and musical studies.



Budget Estimate
Room andiboard: fvoiens otivn oss v $. 1200 200
O T T o s =——inan i 200.00
6T T Tl et el kSR il . SN N 150.00 Cl;,ioiggor;:; ﬁ::;e)
ETTT DR SO T cum i 3 g 1040.00
TranSpOTtation &\ .5 . f L3 b Ted ohhas vis 0t 10000
Miscellanieatis . oo bovasei santainsns 100.00
........................................ v oW e s at
Total amount needed paE e
Amount applicant can provide $. . uncertain
Amount requested from Fund $. 2500.00

If you have applied or expect to apply elsewhere for any fellowship for the same period (which is permissible) state
the facts regarding such application.

References

List references from whom confidential information may be obtained concerning your professional qualifications and
from whom expert opinion may be obtained as to the value and practicability of your proposed plan of work.

. J;(f_‘ Name of Reference Position Address
Va.
..pore F.W, Wiison . | Pizmscton . L Thyne. Institute, Chase Citly,
Birkshire Hotel ] \
...Mr, Carroll Hollister. . ... ,”Accampanistvcoadh,Q/Q.JJHm.Thomas.”m@Y@City
N.Y. Urban League
4 Mrs.James H, Hubert: - | Executive Secretary 202 W,136 St.. N.V.City

National Music League

“- Mrs, Anna C, Mojyneaux [ DPirecter BT iy o B R 7 O el
™ L{/
. Mme. Edith Gapdenzi . . . Voice..teacher 171 E. .71 Street... N.Y.C.

Statement of Plan of Work

Submit a statement giving detailed plans for your work during the tenure of your fellowship. This statement should
include: (1) a full description of the project, including its character, scope, and significance; (2) the present state
of the project (time of commencement, progress to date, etc.) and expectation as to completion; (3) the proposed
university, institution of similar grade, or other place where work would be carried on, and the authorities with
whom it would be done; (4) your expectation as to publication or use of the results of your study; (5) subsequent
plans for your career.

Your plan of work should be complete and carefully prepared. Submit six copies typed on 8% x 11” paper. Your
name should be on each sheet.

SIGNATURE. a AnnaLA (}Y L;Q/Q—A‘W @_O‘UJ"CM



KNOXVILLE COLLEGE

KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE

Official Transcript of the Record of
Address DR o e sl e ot
I. Attendance: Admitted......... Freshoan s Class
Attended.... .From.:gpts L0,

o Pt Siatis e B BOOR STANGEIIE s e e R S S

III. Entrance Credits from: (1)......._...4 ihyne Institute, Chase Gity, Virginia. . =
() i ool e e s e N LA W e Rl b e Wy B ! N

Subject Units Source Subject Units Source Subject Units Source Subject Units Source
English 4 Spanish Biology srithoetlid .’15
Algebra .. ol Sl German General Se. | .1
Geometry .. et L e History .. 2 Physiography
Trigonometry Civies .. 2 - Cml. Subjects..
Latin 3 Physies o L S Home Econ. ..
French oo ||| Chemistry .| o | anust e, ). | . JTotal |15 T

How Admitted by certificution Conditions.._. lone :

IV. College Credits: i

- Hours per Wk. N Quarter Grades Credit
Catalog Number Descriptive Titles 0. in
Reec. Lab. |Wks.| Fall Winter | Spring | Summer| Qr. Hrs.
1326-R7
Chenistry 6 Generual Cnemistry 3 £ 36 B B i 15 '.
English 1 lthetoric and Toemes 5 24 B B - 10
athenatics #,3 [CoLlege Llgebra; Trigonometry 5 24 C ~ B 10
Speech 1 Publie Speaking 2 24 A A - 4
GCerman I Elenentary German 5 4 - B B 10
1927-28 y
Psychology 1 General Psycholegy 5 1z B - - 5
athematics 5 Anz 1; tic seometry 5 12 D - - 5
German II [ntermeaiate German 5 & D 3 - 10 §
epeech .2 rublic S.)-E.E king b 12 C - - g 3
Chenistry 7 Qualitative Chenmistry 3 2 24 - C B 10
Fnglish 2 ;ng;ls‘.u Literature 5 4 - B B s 4
Eeligion 1 New Testament Literature 5 | 12 - - B 5 1
ERERKEEERERERERER >
1
i

Total Credits Secured....J5.Qr. Lrg. Number Credits Required for Graduation. 220 s Hrg.

Grading System; Letter........ Passing grade A -D; Average passing grade C.

This transcript issued. 12/€/40 to ur. Bowers . .« .LQED\'{ s o o s el Dean



ENOXVILLE CULLIGE

- Enoxvilie Temnessee
fleiel Transeript of the Hecord of Ny, James Villiam Fowers
dress
1. ittondance: Admitted _ __ Freghmen Class
ittended___ From Sept, 15, 1926 to May 30, 1990 Oroduatod_s= Degreezs
11. Present Status__ In good gtending
111, ‘ntrence Credits from: (1)_Thyne Ingtitute, Chase City, Va,
(3)
(Souree [Su t t [lnits]Source :
H »
Y Y 2
[+] I
og
A x |
Conditions ‘ione _
Guarter Oredes Credit
Chemintry © Jonerel mm:htry 5 2 36 B Bl A 15
ngiish 1 Khetoric & Themes 5 24 B B| = 10
Pathematlics 2,3 College Algebrag S 24 e o 10
Trigonometry '
Specch 1 Fublic Speslting 24 c4 A i 4
Oerman Tiementary German s 24 - B| B 10
102%=20 '
Payohelogy 1 General Puycholop:y 8 12 B - | - 8
Fathematics § | Analytic Ceomotyy 5 12 D - | - 8
Germen 11 Intormediate German | 8 24 D 0| = 10
Speech 2 Publiec Specking 2 12 c - - 2
Chemistry % ualitative Chemi S e 24 - C|B 10
fngliah 2 faglish Litersture |8 24 - B |8 10
Religion 1 liew Testament 8 12 - - | B 8
ggtcggtuvo
[+ 2 1 Ben - Rr R TR s I =t 2
Total Creits O Tarber Treilts Tequlvred Tor Uradodot ol

Orpding Systemj Letter ass grade A-Dj Average passing grade Co
This transeript issued 2740 to Mr, Bower: $ane e Liaston



KNOXVILLE COLLEGE
Knoxville Tennessee

0fficial Transcript of the Record of Mr, James William Bowers

Lddress 262 Decatur Street B'klyn, N.Y,
1. Attendance: Admitted Freghman Class
Attended From Sept. 15, 1926 to May 30, 1928 Graduated =-- Degree--_
11l. Present Status In good standing
111. Entrance Credits from: (1) Thyne Institute, Chase City, Va.
(2) (3)
Subject [Units [Source | Subject |Units [Source]lSubject [Units |Source!
English | 4 Spani sh - Biology |
Algebra 2 German | General [Sc. 1 i
Geometry | 1 History s 1 cm:L.Subf S
Trigonomeltry Civics By Home Econ. M.
Latin ) Physics & Manual Ti,. 5
French Chemist Physiogrpphy
Arithmetilc = Total 15 S
How admitted By certification Conditions None £
1V, College Credits: |
Hrs per Wk,l No. |Quarter Grades Credit
Catalog Number | Descriptive Titles |[Rec.|Lab. | Wks.|Fall|Win] Sor.] sum. Qr. Hrs
1926-27
Chemistry 6 General Chemistry 3 2 56 B B | & 15
English 1 Rhetoric & Themes 5 24 B B - 10
Mathematics 2,3| College Algebra; 5 24 c - B 10
Trigonometry i '
Speech 1 Public Speaking 2 24 A X fer 4
German Elementary German 5 24 - B B 10
1927-28 {
Psychology 1 General Psychology 5 12 B - - 5
Mathematics 5 Analytic Geometry 5 12 D - - 5
German 11 Intermediate German | 5 l 24 D B - 10
Speech 2 Public Spegking & A 12 C - - 2
Chemistry 7 Qualitative Chemisbry3 l 2 l2¢ |~ |2 | s 10
English 2 English Literature |5 24 - B | B 10
Religion 1 New Testament B ‘ T8 - - B 5
Literature {
e e A A A AT L

Total Credits Secured 96 Qr.

Hrs,

Number Credits Required for Grad.l86 Qr Ha
Greding System; Letter Passing grade A-D; Average passing grade C.
This transcript issued_ 12/2/40 to Mr. Bowers (Signed) H. Liston

Dean




JARBIZON PLAZA HOTEL -
101 wert 58th street - . . _cé_nfrcl park -rc_b_ui'h e V_—f:irlt —

February 24th, 1941

Mr. George M. Reynolds,
4 901 Ellis Avenuse,
Chicaro, I11.

My dear Mr. Reynolds:

The enclosed blank and recuest for a report and

recommendation on the application of William Bowers

for a Rosenwald Fellowship only reached me very recently
after having been forwsrded and re-forwarded ascross the
country while I have been awasy on a trip to California
and back by way of Florida. I am distressed that this
unfortunate delay has made me so late in returning the
report to you for your consideration, but I sincerely
« hopg that it is still in time to be available to your
cofmittee in welghing the merits of Mr. Bowers applica-
ion for a Fellowship grante.

If there is anything further that you might wish

to 1ngquire from me.in regard to this mastter, I shall be
happy to be of whatever assistance I can. Any communica-
tion will be forwarded to me most directly, in case I am
on tour, if you will sddress me in cars of Mr. John Charles
Thomas, Hotel Berkshire, 21 East 52nd St., New York City,
from which his secrebary will forward it to me wherever

I happen to be st the time,

I trust that the information I have given in my
report concerning Mr. Bowers 1s satisfactory, and I sin-
¢-erely hope you may find it possible and desirable to
grant his application for a Fellowship., I am sure that
he will do his utmost to prove worthy of it.

Respectfully yours,

(arnstt N+€lslo

Carroll Hollister
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