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October 26, 1Jo4 

My dear Ur. Bowers : I am to.:..i ne ,uch Jleas1.,re i n iu.-
f -rni r; yo;.i that. t'1e Jull.1s Rosen-

wald Fund has a~a:rdod to y .u c. :!'ello-;vohip of twelve '1ur.d1•ed 
dol l.~rs (tl200) t;> f.na.ble y u to :::,):;ti: ua y J .r st,Jd~es i n 
mus .c duri~G the C.•:.>mi r, ye1t..r . The mmr d was made,_ as y ou 
know, in large part beca s a , • the st r ag s..i ,port t o t he 
a ::,;ilicat L,n gi v::n by ~•r . Carroll Hol lister. SL. ~e \1r. I!o 1.-
list e.r· has a reed to c.,ni.inuc :1~s hel? in ; lannLl:... y ~·r 
cour~es o~· study, it scec.s best to na.riJlc the fellowshi p 
t ;1r JL~h hlm. We are, ttereforo, m.r.ki :i.£ mymcnts t,::; him in 
Civ&:rterly installments :;:1.L~h he in' t 1-rn ;;1:1 una in. c ,n-
sultat i ..>!1 with . ou fo~· J ,r m•,:;~cal studies 

It t.lve s us all i., ch s:1ttsfac lion 
to be aLle to coo;,c.rnte f.'ith you b. your· fu t 1,r o pre:>nr-a-
ti. n. 

Efu'3:: rm 

lh- . Wi ! l :.1:-n Bowers 
2 Stl:r,,esu:.t fivcrn...:.e 

Brooklyo, 1,-w Y.).t'k 
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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
900 SOUTH HOMA!;' AVENU& ri l...ent:tr.rr-i ~n71,p _, 

CHICAGO. •Lt~No•#, u.1~ \. ~-() ffe~• - ~LOJJ1 
Confidential Report on Candidate for Scholarship \ __ \ 

1-·1 

Name of Candidate ... Mr .•... .W:il.liam .. BoNer.5 .................. J ................................................................... . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .. ·············-·-··········································-···--·-··················--···············-··· 

The above-named candidate has applied to this foundation for a scholarship to enable him 
to secure further training in Singing, 
and has given your name as a reference. 

W e should appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this candidate's abilities and personal 
characteristics. In what way and when have you known the candidate and his work? 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT: 

a.+ 11.d C4 , 

b-(na 

""tiZ.( 



JULIUS ROSENWALD 
900 SOUTH HOMAN AVENUE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Confidential Report on Can<lldate f~-:~lrhl • ~,t"'~j v)1 ]~ 

Name of Candidate.Mr.., ••• W.:i.llJ~ .. ~.9.w.e.r.§ •• ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••• • •• ·;:.:.:.:.~J ·_·····~-···-···1=:c ···· \ =:c-!= .... -.....,., '""a!\liooo-l 

Report Requested of ... ~.r., ... J.~!•!lH~l? ... tt., ... HJ.',P..E?.r.t., ... N.fil!..19.r.~ ... ~T.R ... .. i~~·j-· .. ... ?.Q.?. .. Y.l.~~.t...J.~~.}h ~t.r':et --,-· - -··- ...... I -,. - ·---. -
...................... ....... .............................................•.. . ·······l ······· ....... ; . ···································, 

The above-named candidate has applied to this foundation for a scholarship to enable him 
to secure further training in Singing, 
and has given your name a reference. 

We should appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of tlhis candidate's abilities and personal 
characteristics. In what way and when have you known the candidate and his work? 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT: 

I have known Mr. William Bowers tor a nuruber- of years. 
In my o.pinion, he ranks next to RolaniHeyes, and with the 
opportunity and the necessary encourageme:nt, would go tar 

toward making a racial contribution throui:h music comparable 
• i th Hayes and others. He has had a very· ditf icult struggle, 
~u·t has not only a spl endid voice, but an unusual determina-

tion. 

James H. Hubert. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD 
900 S OUTH HOMAN AVENUE 

C HICAGO, ILLINOIS 

FUNQ · 
aCH:~iiRSI-UP 

Confidential Repo.-t on Candidate ,J. 1t n' • .J~ 1ill • e T-d - -1 • --, ---1--~ r . ~--I 
Name of Candidate ...... Mr. .... :Williatn. .. .B9.We.r.~ .................................... .J-:== ............. -.-:.......................... ·- • 

Report Requested of ... Mr .•... Clar.ence ... Ca.me.r.on .. Whi.te., .. lla.mp_ton .. Ins.ti:t.\.tt.e. ........................... . 

The above-named candidate has applied to this foundation for a scholarship to enable him 
to secure further training in singin g , 
and has given your name as a reference. 

We should appreciate a frank statement of your opinion of this candidate's abilities and personal 
characteristics. In what way and when have you known the candidate and his work? 

Your reply will be held in strictest confidence. 

REPORT: 

r---::::::=: 

I 



Wl~LI.AlM 

s 
BARITONE 

A Tribute from l\lR. LEOPOJLD GODOWSKY 
"To Mr. W illiam Bowers, wiith gratitude for 
his beautiful, emotional and liieartfelt singing. 
Wish ing him great well-merited success." 

Concert Management 
GEORGE LEYDEN COLLEDGE 

Steinway Hall, 113 West 57th Street, New York 



"\\i ILLIAM BOWERS, remarkable young egro Baritone, at 
twenty-five ha already proved himself an exceptionally gifted 

singer-one who may rank with such noteworthy artists of his 
race as Roland Hayes, Paul Robeson, farian Anderson, Abbie 

Mitchell, and others. 

;.\\\\,\\\\\\\.\\\\.\M,\."\\\.\\'\\\\.\\\\\M,\\\.\A.\\.\\.\.\\\.""'' '"'"'''"'" '''''' ' '''''''''l 

j,--------------~$ 
$ $ 

"l\1r. Bowers is a sensitive f - ,. 
§ i 
i musician, intelligent and ar- l 

I i Born of a singing race, and "born to sing", Mr. Bowers was 
brought up in the outh, where he early absorbed the priceles 

musical heritage of the egro. Here he studied at Thyme Institute, 
Virginia, and at Knoxville College, Tennessee. Later, he came 

North to continue his academic schooling at City College in ew 
York City, where he earned his way working at odd jobs. 

s tistic. His voice is resonant i i I and full of good tone." I 
'-----------__, I 

,ft"\\\'l,\\\ \\\\\\\"l,\\\'\\\'\1,'\\l\'\,"'\,\,~'\\,~\.-\\,""\\\\'-\\\\"\"\'\\-\'\'\\,'\'\'\\,'\'\'-\"\\\,'l,'-\"\,"i 

It was in ew York that Mr. Bowers made the acquaintance 
of Hall Johnson, remarkable leader of the internationally famous 

Hall Johnson Choir. Mr. Johnson, quickly recognizing the un-
usual quality of Mr. Bowers's voice, invited him to join the choir, 

where he won immediate recognition by his singing of Water Boy 
in his first appearance at a concert with the ew York Philhar-

monic Orchestra at the Stadium. Later, Mr. Bowers sang with 
outstanding success in concert and over the radio with the Hall 

Johnson Sextet. 
He spent the following ummer at the music colony at Blue 

Hill, Maine, where he carried on intensive work in concert reper-
tory under the musical guidance of Carroll Hollister, well known 

accompanist, and special voice coaching with Mrs. William H. 
Greene and with Mme. Edith Gaudenzi, in preparation for his 

ew York debut. 
While in Maine, Mr. Bowers sang for a number of prominent 

musicians, among whom was Leopold Godowsky, who became one 
of the patron of Mr. Bowers's first concert in ew York City. 

Other prominent patrons were : 

N. Y. Daily Mirror 

Mr. Heywood Broun, Mr. Harry T. Burleigh, Mr. Abram 

N. Y. Evening Poat 

Chasins Miss Fannia M. Cohn, Miss Lisa Elman, Miss B ettina 
Hall, Mr. Hall Johnson, Mrs. Franz Kneisel, Mr. Andre Kostel-

anetz, Mrs. A. Walt.er Kramer, Mrs. Henry E. Krehbiel, Mr. Abra-
ham Mandelstam, Mrs. Ethelbert evin, Mme. Marie Sundelius. 

Mr. Bowers's debut met with immediate and unqualified suc-
cess. He i considered one of the outstanding egro artists, and 

a worthy colleague of Roland Hayes and Paul Robeson. 
)Ir. Bowers is available for concert engagements. 



PRESS COM:MENTS 
" Headline: Musicians Hail Bowers' Recital-Young Negro Baritone 

Dramatic in Style." "Formerly of the Hall Johnson egro Choir, 
William Bowers, a twenty-four-year-old baritone, made h is recital 
debut last evening before an enthusiastic audience composed largely 
of musicians .... The first lyric the yow1g baritone delivered with 
stirring dramatic force, revealing a strong, mellow voice reminiscent 
of that possessed by his colleague, Paull Robeson. Mr. Bowers proved 
to be quite at home in this stateJy, smoothly moving kind of melody, 
disclosing at the same time genuine feeling and an understanding of 
style .... Mr. Bowers was most effective in 'Der Doppelgiinger'. To this 
he imparted a solemn, pathetic quality, a depth and justness of feeling 
that made it the surpassing interpretation of the evening ... . For his 
group of Negro songs and spirituals Mr. Bowers chose, among other 
favorites, '01' Man River ' and 'Water Boy' . His simple and eloquent 
mezzo voce account of 'Oh, Lord, Kave Mercy on Me!' disclosed his 
sympathetic understanding of the rich tonal heritage of the American 
Negro."- The New York World Telegmm. 

"Mr. Bowers made his audience acq1uainted with a voice of good 
natural quality and a warmth of feeling to be expected from a singer 
of his race. He delivered 'Hear Me, Ye Winds and Waves' with fervor 
and appreciation of style."- W. J . Henderson in The New York Sun. 

"Mr. Bowers's voice h as the velvet ed ge that we h ave come to associ-
ate with the singing of his race; its quality accorded well with the 
loveliness inherent in the piano passages of 'Nur Wer die Sehnsucht 
Kennt' "-The New York Times. 

"Headline: Negro Baritone Gives R,ecital Before a Large and En-
thusiastic Audience." "To the number of Negro vocalists bidding for 
a place in the recital field was added yet another when William 
Bowers, baritone, presented a program last night. The auditorium 
was completely filled and all indications were that the audience 
would have welcomed more repetitions and additional numbers than 
the recitalist gave . .. . Mr. Bowers made pleasurable use of a mellow 
voice-his singing was sympathetic antd possessed a particularly win-
ning quality . . .. In such racial numhe1rs as 'Oh, Lord, Have Mercy on 
Me' and 'Were you There?', h e u~d -ilhe h alf voice with a quiet per-
suasiveness. "- The New York Evenin~; Post. 

"Among the soloists, exceptional praise was merited by the bari-
tone who intoned 'Water Boy' ".-F. D. Perkins in The New York 
Herald Tribune. 

" Mr. Bowers h as a voice of warm texture and good range-he h as 
u nquestioned taste and feeling for such airs as Handel's 'Hear Me, Ye 
Winds and Waves' , and 'Where'er You Walk' and he sang Dido's 
Lam ent ('When I am Laid in Earth' ), fervently .. . . The audience 
filled every available chair and appl auded generously."-The New 
York Herald Tribune. 

"~illiam Bowers, Negro baritone and once an ornament of the H a11 
J ohnson egro Choir, sang last night before a fu]l h ouse. Mr. Bowers 
is a sensitive musician, intelligent, and artistic. His voice is resonant 
and full of good tone."- T he Daily Mirror. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chica.go, I l linois 

0:JHDLARSHIP 
i 

The Julius Rosenwald Fund is making a review of the Negro fellowshi,ps 
which it has granted during the past seven yea.rs . Since a.n appraisal of our 
activity thus far in this field will nntur a.lly have some effect on future policy, 
it is requested that all persons who have received fellowship grants from the 
Fund cooperate by filling in carefully the brief i nformation asked for on the 
following blank and returning the information promptly t o the Fund. 

Na.me a Or~£~ 
Position at time grant was made Jd!;:;-~,k~ 

Spec if ic purpose of the fellowship study_ch!._-.._;;;.,_..._.::;.&--::t=..w:;.~=-J,.::;..;:....,.,.;..~-=-=;.._::k::J.<U2--...::-"'--==--......::;;{;,_,_,....___ 

Subject studied under the fellowship (or special work 

< 4..-:VL> 4fr' a1 N htd~ a-,_....J 1-~ 
Institution a.t which fellowship study was carried on (or, if no specific institution 

was attended, state nature and place of the work carried out under the grant) 

?t-~~4!t~~;N_;H,. 
Pr esent position or occupation <Zf:~~ ~ 1 t;:AJ-- /1,ML~ 

0 W/41 3/=f-+4- ''c? ¥ CL+,,,, 

Your opinion of benefits received from the fellowship~- C_./4
4 

'..sJ I {jl.A..~-

&0?v, .--JJ d&C/!M w. ~,,.ry 
µ ,-/ t;;,t£ ~ . 
<(~~ '~. -

Other reports or comments ma.y be 
written on the back of this sheet 



APPLICATION FOR FELLOWSHIP 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

900 South Homan Avenue 

Date • , ·····Sep•tember•··26,·····l9·34•··············-········ 

PERSONAL HISTORY 

Name in full. ••••••• J -am-es-• ·W-i ·ll-i-em-···Bowe·rs-··········································-·-·······-··················· .. ·······-····-·······························-··············································· 

Present address ....... 144.3 ... P..aci. .ic ... s. r.e.e.t , .... 13-rook;J..yn.;-.. N •. '£ ............................... ...................... .............. -.................... ........................ .. 

Permanent address ...... l.443 .. P..ac.ifi.c .... S.tree.t ., .... Brookly.n, .... N .•. Y .. ................... -........................................................................................ . 

Place of birth ..... Sk:i.J!li i.th, ..... V..ir.gini.a .................................................. Date of birth .. Jw.@l-s•t.. .. 10., .... l,~ .... - --

Single, married, widowed, divorced .......... lfar.r.ied ........................................ .................................. -.............................................. -................................ .. 

Name and address of wife or husband .... Kathe.rin.e. Be naban .. .Boner.s.. .............. _ ......... _ ................ --- ···-··· .. ·- ·· .. ·-··· .. . 

Number of children ....... 3. ............................................................ -............. Age and sex ... male . .... 2 ... yrs. ... ; ... f.emal e •.... 3 ... .yr s .. -,. .... 5 ... y rs. 

Dependents ..... _.4 ............... .............. , .................. To what extent. ...... en.tir.ely .............................. -.Relation .... v.:i .f.e .... .an.d ... chll dr.en. 

Father's name ..... Sandy_ .. li7illi am. llo.we.rs .................. Address ....... de.c.e.as.ed. ............ -....... Occupation ......... -,,..,.,, ...... -................ _. 

HEAL TH OF APPLICANT 

W e.ight .... l,53 ..... ................... .Height. .. 5 ... f .E.e t , .... lOin.., ..... Previous illnesses .... ·-······ .. ·····nane.._ .... __ .............. _ .......... _ .... -....... _ ......... _ .... _ .... . 
feet inches details and date 

-·-········-·····-·····-·-·-···-·····-···· ····-····· .. ············••·••·· .. ······-·••·••·········· .. ····-······ .. ····· .. ·-······-·····-- ---·········-·-.... _ ...... _ ..... _ _ __ - - --

Illnesses during past twelve months ................. -o.r.dinaxy. ... ce1.d.& ... -.................................................................................. -.... -.................................. . 

Physical impairment-degree long ex.isting .................. - ..... nan8-.. -··-·····--··:-. ___ ................................................... ·-··· ..... .. 

................ ·-······-·· .. ··· ........ _ 0 c, .. ~ ·-············· .. ···················-· .. ······· .. ··········-············ .. ···········-······ ........................... - ·····• .. ·····•····--··• ... ·-······ .. ······· .. ··-····· .. ···-····-···-

Most recent complete physical examination- when and by whom ... ..A.p r .i,J. .... 1 ., .... 1934 .......... -....... .. .................. ...... -.................. .. 

. ...... ~-t ., .. \\.~~o:o ... ~t:?.9P.. >·· .. ~-~.! .1i:1..r..o.a. p ..... ~ .\le.n.v.e.~···j)·r.oo_~\i11 .. ,))_ •. -~ ... , ...... -.............. -····-······-·····:··-····· 

Physician's recommendations .D.)o.£~ ...... tlD.n.ro&. .... (,LfflG!~.nt ... 11). .. ~t3-... ~ .f ... PJtl~.:.~ .Q!?.e.~ , ... ,'. ........................................ . ' . . ' '\J 

Have these been acted upon ? .. 0..$ .... ::T.9..~ .... ... ~!~H~~l.~······ .. f'l~"l.. t~-~g,_····' .. ···· ............... ............ ............... _ ............................ . 

General health of family .......... _ ... normal ............................ -.................................................................................................................................... •· •··· 

. .. .... ·-···••·••·······--······ ··········-·····················••·--••····································· ................................. ····················-······························•·····················-·········••·••·························· .. •··••···········-··· 



EDUCATION 

Give a summary of your education in the following form : 

Name of Institution 

ACADEMIC: 

Period of Study 
Degrees, Diplomas, 

Certificates 
(give dates) 

High School ..... ......... Teyme . .Ins.ti.:tute ................ ................................... 4 ... y e 3r.s ................................. ........ ..... d-i ;:)•loma .. .L~1.6.~) .. , .. . 
Normal ···········-· •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••·•················· ................ ·························~---·••·••···••·••··················· .. ··········· 
College or 
U niversity ....... ........ Xnoxv.il.le ... Coll.ege.................................. . ......... 2 ... :year..s ................................................. no.ne. ..... ..................................... . 

Graduate ........... ........................................................................................................ ............................................... .................... (fu.J.\.,1\a.~:,-\i._r.o."+··~\?.~~L.}"61 t ~a&<). 
PROFESSIONAL: 

Music .... ............. ........ P.ri va te ... i ns.true ti on ....................... ... a.--cmroxima te.ly . 3 . ..Yl!j •........... none .......................................... . 

-.... 111....................... ........................................................... ... .. . .................................. .................. : ................................................... ~l'.r.J1~ .. $.b.'!t.e.X.gJ.\:), 'i :1. ") . 
Voice - el.so a t 

Technical ••• : •••• • .Mme • • ,.~:.t·;i~ ·,~!,:1;.~t ·;c"·~·\ ····· .. ···· ........ ·••l ½•··Y.~·S·•··•·:PNl•Sent-. ........... (~·~~f~necie£:····1·4·;f£\"; ..... . . 
ACCOMPLISH MENTS 

Positions held (professional, teaching, scientific, administrative, business) : 

Name of Institution 
or Organization T itle of Position Years of T enure 

(give dates) Under D irection of 

.. Ha.ll ... Jolmso.n ... .Q.h).i r .............. JL.So_loi.s .t ............... .............. .a! ... ye.ar.s ..................... .... ........... .Mr.~ .. Hal L.Jobnson .. 

.. V..ari ou.s .. :per.sonaJ.. ........... . 

........ app ear ances .......................... ............................................................................................................................................................ •·····················•··········•··• ............. . 

··········· ................. , ................. ) .. ··········--············ .......................................... . 

REFERENCES 

Submit a list of references from whom further confidential information may be obtained : 

N ame of Reference W here and in what way does this 
person know you? Address 

.} r, .. ..... Wa l te.r ... White ....................................... :P..ro.f.e.s . .si.o.n.al.ly... ..... . . ... ... . ............. . N .A.A •. C .• .P .•..•..... 6.9 .... Fif.t h .. A.v..enu.e .. .. u·. Y. 0 • 

. Dr. ....... Cllarenc.e .. C.ame.ran .... Whi.t ... P..ro.fes sionally. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .. ~ P..ton I ns t .:i ti., .... &mp.t on., .... v.a . 

/ M .t s . . . ..... J. ..... . ~J?k e.11 .................................... P..ro..f.~.s..s.i~ m al lY.. . . . .. . . .. . . . . ..C . o . l :µ,11):J;?J.~ JJ.nlv..e r.. l;ii.tY. . • ... .. N . • Y. C .... . 
v'itr ...... Oar..rolL.fu.lli.s.ter ................. _P.rafe.s.sionally .. & ... pe.r.S@na l l ... JK .\~ t..~S'~~t..>e.e.t. •... n.~~ .. ~.c.._~ .......... . 

. Mr . .... l?..bi.lip ... .James ................. ................. P.r of.es.sionall.y. ................................................ St ati on ... V,OR., .. 1440 ... Brod.w-a,y.y .. ··N. Y. C • 
.... lhb.er..t ........................... P..er.sonaL ........................... _ ................................... .... N .• X .• V.r.b@. Leagµ~ •.... ~ .2. .. JJ. .. 1 3.6. ... St. , N. Y. C 

2 



Give a list of the scholarships or fellowships you have previously held or now hold: 

·Sehol axs hi•P ·••to•••Kno.xv.1.11e ... Co.llege ................................................................... ......... ................ ............................................................................. . 

Present position ? ...... Qaneef \ ... -ginger ................ From ... - ........ : .......... ............... T 0 ............... - ....................... Salary ? ............... - .. - ................................ . 

Do you seek further training for this or another position? ....... Tbis ......... .............. ..... What and where? ... Gene.ral .... voc.al .... . 

... and. .. mu..s.i.c.al .... training ..... :p.ri..v.ate.ly, ........... . , ............ ......................................................................................................... ............... ................... ........ . 
ce rtain. 

Have you positive assurance of a position after completion of further study? ... AA .... .f.~ .. . ~$. . .. .. . 9..QA9..~X.:t. ... q~,r.~.~.r. .... i.s 

If so, what is the position? ....... conce.r..t ... sing er......................................................................... ..................................... . ......................................... .. 
1cri tics and musicians ,. 

By whom is assurance given ? .... ,As .... f.ar. ... as. .... t his .... c.an ... be ... g i'V.en ... b.¥ .... c.onsensus ... of ... the ... opinion ... of ..... the) 

What course of study do you wish to take? .... V.o.i c e .. .cu ltur.e . a.nd ... mu,si.c . ................................................................................. ............. . 

For what degree are you working? ............. ,,. . .,,. . ..-.................................................................................................................... ...... ........................ .. 

What institution offers best opportunity for this study? ..... ...... J?.r.iv.a te .... in.stru.c.t.ioll ................................................................... . 

When does the course begin and when does it end? .... o.p.tional .. .... 

Have your credits been accepted without condition? ............ -. . .,.. ............................................................................................................................................... . 

Courses you propose to take: 

M ajor ...... Vo.i c.e .... cul.tur.e ..................... . 

Minor ..... :e.iano ...... mus.ic.al .... t he.o.r y ,. . l a.n.gl),~~.~ ...... . 

What financial assistance can you depend upon from present employer, school, family, or organization? ..... n.o.n e ............... .. 

If you are a student and employed outside of school, how many hours per day do you work? ..... ...... no.t .... i n. ... sbho.ol.. 

What are they? ............ - ............................................................................................................................................. ................................................................................................... .. 

Where employed? ........ ..................................................................................................... H ow much do you earn? ..... :-..'.':'.:-. ........................................................ . 

Will this continue? .... ~ !'!'!.~ ......... ........................ H ow long? ....... ~.~:-. ............................................................................ .............................................................................. . 
t hat t he Rosenwald Fund s houl d feel dispo s&d to~ 

What is the total amount required for the proposed period of study? ...... Ap.p r.oxima..tel;y: ... .$1 20O., .... or .... an,y ... anount 

How much can you provide ? . .A.t ... :pr..e.s.en.t .... earning .. f i v..e .... doll.ar.s. ... p .. e.r ... :oe.rfonnance .... unde.r ... mu.sic.ians 

.em.er g .en.cy. .... ai,d ......... lb.wev..er., ..... co.nc.e.r .ts. ... ar..e ... v.ery ... i rr.egu.la r ............................................................................................................... . 
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SUBJECTS STUDIED SINCE COMPLETION OF HIGH SCHOOL 

Please group courses by subjects, such as English, Science, History, etc. 

Name of Subject Institution (school or college) Number of 
Semesters Year 

•••••••••••••• .. •••••••••••••••• .. ft••••••••••••••••••••••• ••• ••••••••~•••••••••n••• •••••••••••u••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••u• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••ouoooo 

.......................... ..................................................................................................................................... , ......................................................................................... . 

.................................................................................................................................................................................................. . . ............... .. .................. . 

(OVER) 
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In addition to filling out the application blank, we are asking that you write an essay of not more than five 
hundred words, stating the major problem in your field, as you see it, and your reason for believing that additional 
training will enable you to help solve that problem, or, at least to make a contribution as a result of a wider experience. 
(Please use pages 5 and 6 for this essay.) 

The basis of good singing is a naturlya\fine- soundi ng voice. But t his itself 
is no t sufficient. For the buman voice i s a somewhat delicat e i ns trument , and , 
unless properl y cared for and p r operly used, by constant abuse becomes, i n a 
re l a tively short t ime , strained and useless , with all the fine f l avo r of the 
original voice dissi pated. 

I t thu.s becomes the p robl em of any potential concert singer to l earn to 
preserve his i nstrument, and t hi's can best be done by r ecou r se t o voice teachers , 
who have made a study of the physical , as wel l as t he musical , side of the voice. 
Where a good many other arti sts can , in t he final analysis , consi derabl y fur t her 
their advancement , once they have p ae.sed beyond the elementary stages , with litt l e 
or no outsi de aid, yet the singer , since t he v er y na tur e of his art even in its 
p ractis ing use s up t.he voice , must l earn to control it and t o buil d. it up i n to a 
strong , responsive , flexible and discipl ined medium of expression. 

The young student in general , unl ess he i s very weal thy, - si nce most vocal 
i nstruction i s fairly expensive ,- f inds i t a very discour aging t ask to t r y to 
buil~ up ml his na tlllral foundati on. This is particularl y true i n the case of the 
Negro singer, whose natural voice has onl y too often i n the -past been exploited a t 
too early a stage in its development, before i t has had a chance to become a 
fully controlled vehicle , and has thus been ruined. 

For t his reason , I think that the essence of the p r obl em facing me i s to 
continue t he regul ar voice study which I have recen t l y been pwrsuing . I t i s 
ex tremel y difficult t o study seriousl y and steadily and yet to try to earn a 
livelihood. Even i n t he best of t i mes , positions op en to Negros t entl to be t bose 
entaiMng strenuous l abor , end t hi s i s particularly true today, ,1hen even such 
jobs a.re very scarce . While the singer must be a person possessing considerable 
physi cal vital i ty , yet such l abo r is too sapping of that vi tality to p erm.it of 
the concentra tion and abundance of physical heal th and alertness that voice 
culture demands , 

All of singing, of course , does no t consist only of n ~tural voice and its 
training. I n addition , the si nger mus t have a full and intelligent grasp of the 
substance of the songs he sings , a sense of refinemen t and finesse , and an 
ability to penetra te to their profoundes t de9ths t he a.rt songs and op eras of 
t he We s tern world, as well as the S_piri tuals of the Negro• s own r ace. 

We hav e seen t he effects in the c ase of certain gr eat Negro artis ts upon 
the rel a tionship existing between the White and Colored peoples . Any gr eat 
a.rt , of course , transceni s national and racial barri ers , even t hough it may 
a t the same time be t ypical of the country or people from which it spr ings, 
I t is the breaking down of barriers which especially appeals to me , and I fe el t hat I 
can, by building with the aid of sys t ematic and sound voice cul ture. based upon 
t he natural voice whi ch many musicians have encouraged me to believe I possess, 
assist i n the demolishing of t his barrier . 
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KNOXVILLE COLLEGE 
KNOXVILLE, TENN. 

Record of ... J.wm,.s .. Jl.1.ll.1.am .. .flaxler..e. ............................ Address ... 1.4:43 ... Yac.1!.1.c ... $.t, .•.. ,.ijr.Q.Qkl yn.,.N ... Y. .•. 
Entered the College ....... S.ap., .. e.m.b.e.r. ... l ~.?.6 ....................... from ... '.f.~¥.~e .... I nst itute ,Chase ... c 1 t y, Va • ...... 
Admitted to ............ fr..e .. 5.b.mfill .............................................. Class with units as follows : 

English .............................. .4 ............ . German ... ............................... . Chemistry ..... ..................... . 
2 Algebra .......................................... . Anc. History ...................... 1 ................. . General Science ................... .1 ........ . 

Geometry .... ~ lio ...... .. ...... .. l. ............ . Med. & Mod. History ............................. . 
Arithmetic.CoJll+ .............. ......... . English History ................ J~ .................. . 
Latin ................................ ............. . ---French .................... ::-.~······· 

Civics ...................................... } ............... . 
Physics ................................ ).. .................. . Total. .................................. .15 ........ . 

Year SUBJ ECT No. *Lab. *Recita. Grade Grade Grade 
Catalogue No. Periods Hours 1st. 2nd. 3rd. Qr. Hrs. Wks. per wk. per wk. Quarter Quar ter Quarter 

1926 Gener al Chemi stry 6 36 2D 3 B B B 15 
- 27 College Rhet. l.. Theme s 1,2 24 5 a B - 10 

Colloge Al gobra 2 12 5 C · - - 5 
Publ ic Speec h l 24 2 A- A• - 4 
El ementary Ger man 1,2 24 5 - B- a- 10 
Tr i gonomet ry 3 12 5 - - B 5 r-... 

~ -
. . 

, 

1927 
-28 Gener a l Psychol ogy l E2 5 B - - 5 

An :1l ytics 5 12 5 D - - 5 
German Readings 3 ,4 24 5 D B - 10 
Public Spe .., c h 2 12 2 C - - 2 
. u nl i t ative Chemistr y 7 24 5D 1 - C B 10 
Engli s h L1tec nt ur e 3 • .4 5 - - B B 10. 
Hew Testament Liter ature 1 12 e = 8 I• 8 - -
---------

, 
·, 

,. . I 

' 

,_ 

" I 

Withdrew 

Degree of -----

Date May 31, 1928 • 

Conferred 

resident 

Grades Ire designated by the letters A, B, B-, C, C-, , , F . They repre nt grades as follows: A, 95-100; 
B, 85-94; B-, 80-84; C, 75-83; D, 65-74; E, Conditional ; F, Failure. I is incomplete. 

*Quarter Hour : A quarter hour is one-hour recitation per week through one quarter of twelve weeks. 
A laboratory period of two hours is counted as one hour of recitation. 
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WILLIAM B'.>\VERS 
Negro Baritone, formerly withwthe i 11 Johnson Choir . 

. As is not unusual among artists, WILLI.AM BOWERS, gifted young Negro singer. 
who is to make his debut in Steinway Hall on Wednesdq evenin&, October 19 1 did 
not originally choose a musical career. :Bu.t music has surrounded him since early 
child.hood, for he was born and brought up in the South, where the songs of his 
race are an integral part of every Negro I s inheritance. m.s earliest recollections 
of these songs is as they were sung by his grandmother, who first taught him to • 
know and love them. Experiences such as these early planted seeds which were later 
to grow and flower in a richly endowed musical nature. 

In William »owers there are united several racial strains which have contr1bu.. 
ted to the creation of a many-sided talent. A. Negro, born in Virginia, August 10, 
1908, on a plantation owned by his father, he derives also, on his fathor 1s side, 
from J!nglish colonial stock; on his mother's, from German, and alao .American 
Indian. His parents were substantial ond respoctod ci tizons of tho comnuni ty of 
which they were a part, and both possessod advantages of education nnd clm.ra.ctor 
through which they were able to contributo a splendid background of aolid quolitios 
to thoir son. His fnther wno a bu.niness man widely known in the South, ~d mu.ch 
respected and beloved by oll with wlx>m ho ci:we in conto.ct throughout his o.ctivo 
lifo. His mother is o. school teacher, in whom a trainod intelligence, a. d.ovotod 
heart, l'.nd c. devout spiritual no.ture combined to mclce on ideal mothor for the 
large fomily - four sons and two daughters - of which Williom Bo'\Tors is th:> eldeot • 

.Ambitious for their son, his parents saw to it that he received the benefits 
of an excellent education. The7 sent him to Tlcyme Institute in Chase City, 
Virginia, for his high school training, and later to Knoxville College in Tennessee, 
where ho took the regular academic course in preparation for an anticipatod medical 
career, which. however, was never completed, as later events wore to turn his in-
terests towards music. In 1928 ho came N'orth to continua his studies at City 
College, New York City. During those years, he helped to cam his way through 
coll ego by various pursuits carried on outside of scholastic hours. 

Upon the sudden death of his father in 1929, Mr. Bowers was forced to inter-
rupt his college course and devote his energies to the assistanco of his mother in 
holding the family together, and sup:por ting and educ a ting his younger brothers 
and sister. While thus ongagod, in New York City, to which his mother ho4 moved 
with tho family I he mad.o the ~quaintance of Hall Johnson, noted loader of tho 
choir which has in recent years become famous throughout tho countey. Mr. Johnson, 
after hearing Mr. Bowers sin&, invited him to become a member of tho choir. Prior 
to this, Mr. Bower• s only musical troining had been some singing in gloo clubs and 
choruses ,rhilo in college, and o. few vocal lessons from a locnl too.chor in Xnor-
ville - but Joinin& tho lbll Johnson Choir proved to bo o. turnin~:point in his life, 
ruid from thnt moment his musical interests and t.olonts d.ovolopod rDpidly, undor the 
otimulo.ting influence of Mr. Johnson. Within throe months Mr. l3owors wno chooon to 
sing the bo.ri tono solo in 11\Vo.ter l3oy11 for a concert at thG Lowieohn Stadium in Now 
York, at ono of the choir's appoorancoo on tho summer :progromn of tho Philharmonic 
Orche!ltra. there. On this occo.sion he won immediate rocogni tion for tho outatroid.-
ing cpali ty of hie voice, and tho omotionol warmth and bcnuty of hio ninging. From 
then on ho oang this nndm::u,.y othor oolos in the con~orts of tho cboir, a.ttrncting 
the espociol notice of those who he&d him. including the critics, ono of ':7hom wo.s 
moved to m-ite ns follows, o.ftor ~ther concert of tho choir a.t tho Stndium: 

11.Amon~ tho soloists, oxcoptionoJ. pro.ise ':7C.3 merited by tho 
bo.ri tone who in tonod 11Wo.tor Boy11 • 

(N'oo York Hortll.d Tribuno,.Aug. 13, 1931) 

Subsoctllontly, six molo voices, of which Mr. »ovorl3 wao one, m>re picked from 
the Choir to form the 11lbll Jolmson Sextet", which oo.ng with outntonding ouceooo 
in concert and on tho radio. This ooxtot rm.a broo.d.ca.st '!7ooltly from Sto.tion W.Al30, 
Columbia Broa.dct:1.eting Corporo.tion, on tho 11 Sno'17drift" !bur, nnd Mr. !owora wao 
featured on thie program a.s bari tono ooloist with the orchestra \1hich shl\rod the 
hour. 

Du.ring thio period Mr. l3owers was ablo from time to time to carry on vocnl 
studieo ;md to develop hio .musical talents, no his ::-mbitiona grD.dunlly turned 
towards tho achievement of a. concert co.reer for himaolf, atimulo.tod by tho en-
couragement and belief of many musiccl fricndn in his unuzur-J. gifto ns a 3ingor. 

A group of those friends becarno intorosted in the fu.rthorMco of his co.rocr, ~nd 
arranged for him to spend the po.st summer in tho music colony ~t Blue Hill, ~,if-'.inc, 

{continuod on next pc.gc ) 



WILLI.AM row.us 
Negro Baritone, formerly m.th the Hall Johnson Choir. 

whero he devoted himself to intensive and concentratod work on concert repertoire 
under the musical guidance of Carroll H:>llister, well known accompanist and coach. 
While in Maine, Mr. Bowers sang for a number of prominent musicians, who were 
unanimously impressed and warmly enthusiastic in their praise. One of these was 
Leopold Godowsky, the famous pianist and composer, who wrote the following tribute 
to Mr. Bowers: 

11To Mr. William Bowers, in -gratitude for his beautiful emotional, 
and heartfelt singing, and wishing for him well-mori ted succoss. 11 

Loo:pold Godowsky. 

ln these words, Mr. Godowsky has aptly expressed tho ossontial spirit of 
Mr. Bowers1 s art, for in him the rich, warm, sensuous voice, the sensitive musical 
intelligence and feeling, and all his many native gifts are at the service of an 
emotional nature at once intense Dnd luminous, dramatic and intimate, passionate 
and spiritual - and above all, extraordinarily sincere and direct. Sido by side 
with these highly ind.ividunl traits, and wholly unspoiled by tho musical sophisti-
cation and skill which he has acquired, liir. :Bowers has rotru.nod the spontru1eity, 
the simplicity and the emotional intcnsi ty that aro the unique musical o.ttributes 
of his race. These qualities, which mllke his inteI1Jreto.tion of tho 11spiri tuoJ.s11 

so extraordinary, o.re co.rried over equ....".lly into his singing of the Art-songs of 
the groo.t masters, to which he brings n complete absorption of self, ond o. 
profundity of fooling ond understanding that is wholly oxcoptional. 

HHHU9HHNHUNNI 
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Formerly of the Hall Johnsc1n Negro Choir 

Hear me, Ye Winds and Waves! 
When I am laid in Earth ............... . 
Komm, siisser Tod } 
Bisi du bei mir sung without pause 
Where'er you walk 

Der Doppelganger 
Die Forelle 
Der Tod und das 
An die Leier 

l 
Miidchen r 

J 

I. 

II. 

STIEINW AY HALL .. 
'Wednesday Evening 
OCTOBER 19, 1932 

At 8:30 P. M . .. 
CARROLL HOLLISTER 

at the Steinway Piano 

A Tribute from 
Mr. Leopold Godowsky: 

"To Mr. William Bowers, 
with gratitude for his beau-
ti-ful, emotional and heart-
foll singing. Wishing him 
gireat well-merited success." 

( August 23, 1932). 

.. HAN DEL 
PURCELL 

. BACH 
.HANDEL 

.SCHUBERT 

Intermission 

I l l. 
Negro Spirituals: 
Lonesome Valley . 
O h, Lord, Have Mercy on Me. 
Ev'ry Time I feel de Spirit 

..... arr. by HARRY BURLEIGH 

. .... arr. by HALL JOHN SON 
arr. by LAWRENCE BROWN 

Were you there? ... 

You Beller Min' ! 
Water Boy . 
Scandalize' my Name 

IV. 

Ole Man River, from " Show Boat" 

.arr. by HALL JOHNSON 
arr. by AVERY ROBI NSON 
arr. by HARRY BU RLEIGH 

J EROME KERN 

Steinway Hall 

Tickets $3.30 and $2.20 tax included 

Concert Management 
GEORGE LEYDEN COLL.EDGE 

113 West 57th Street 
(Over) 

New York City 



............................................................................................ ~ .-~ ............... ................ -~.~· .............. ~. 
Under the patro1nage oF 

Dr. and Mrs. Frederic Bierhoff 
Mr. Heywood Broun 

Mr. Harry T. Burleigh 
Mr. Abram Chasins 

Miss Fannia M. Cohn 
Miss Lisa Elman 

Mr. Leopold Godowsky 
Mrs. 'William Houston Greene 

tlliiss Bettina Hall 
Mr. Hall Johnson 

Mrs. Fran:t Kneisel 
Mr. Andre Kostelanetz 

Mrs. A. Walter Kr,~mer 
Mrs. Henry E. Krehbiel 

Mr. Abraham Mandelstam 
Mrs. Ethelbert Nevin 

Mme. Marie Sundelius 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------· 

APPLICATION FORM FOR TICKETS 

I enclose my check for t ickets for the Recital of William Bowers, Baritone, Steinway 
ConLert Hall, I iJ \V. '.:;7lh St,eet, W ednesday Evening, October 19, !932 at 8:30 P.M., 
as follows: 

Parquet {A to C) ............................................................................... .. 
Parquet (D to F) 

Parquet (Remainder) 
(Tax Included) 

NAME 

$2.20 

3.30 

2.20 

ADDRESS 

Kind ly make all checks payable to George Leyden Colledge, Suite 1211, 
Steinway Hall. 113 West 57th Stree t, New York City. 



FEB l 'i: .~34 



WILLIAM 

BOWERS 
BARITONE 

A Tribute from MR. LEOPOLD GODOWSKY 
" To Mr. William Bowers, with gratitude for 
his beautiful, emotional and heartfelt singing. 
Wishing him great well-merited success." 

Concert Management 
GEORGE LEYDEN COLLEDGE 

Steinway Hall, 113 West 57th Street, New York 



.. 

"\\i ILLIAM BOWERS, remarkable young I egro Baritone, at 
twenty-five has already proved himself an exceptionally gifted 

singer-one who may rank with such noteworthy artist of his 
race a Roland Hayes, Paul Robeson, Marian Anderson, Abbie 

Mitchell, and others. 
Born of a singing race, and "born to sing", Mr. Bowers was 

brought up in the outh, where he early absorbed the priceless 
musical heritage of the egro. Here he studied at Thyme Institute, 

Virginia, and at Knoxville College, Tennessee. Later, he came 
North to continue his academic schooling at City College in New 

York City, where he earned his way working at odd jobs. 
It was in ew York that Mr. Bowers made the acquaintance 

of Hall Johnson, remarkable leader of the internationally famous 
Hall Johnson Choir. Mr. Johnson, quickly recognizing the un-

usual quality of Mr. Bowers's voice, invited him to join the choir, 
where he won immediate recognition by his singing of Water Boy 

in his first appearance at a concert with the New York Philhar-
monic Orche tra at the Stadium. Later, Mr. Bowers sang with 

outstanding success in concert and over the radio with the Hall 
Johnson Sextet. 

~''"''""''"''"'''"~"'"'~'''"'''''''"'"'''''''''''/\\\'-\\'\'\'\'\\,\\.\1 I , 
i "Mr. Bowers made pleasur- I 
I i 

He spent the following summer at the music colony at Blue 
Hill, Maine, where he carried on intensive work in concert reper-

tory under the musical guidance of Carroll Hollister, well known 
accompanist, and special voice coaching with Mrs. William H . 

Greene and with Mme. Edith Gaudenzi, in preparation for his 
ew York debut. 

While in Maine, Mr. Bower sang for a number of prominent 
musician , among whom was Leopold Godowsky, who became one 

of the patron~ of Mr. Bowers's first concert in New York City. 
Other promment patron were: 

N. Y. Daily MirTOr 

i able use of a mellow voice f 
i J 
$ - his singing was sympa- i 
I I. 

Mr. Heywood Broun, Mr. Harry T. Burleigh, Mr. Abram 
Chasins, Miss Fannia M. Cohn, Miss Lisa Elman, Miss Bettina 

Hall, Mr. Hall Johnson, Mrs. Franz Kneisel, Mr. Andre Kostei 
anetz, Mrs. A. Walter Kramer, Mrs. Henr,y E. Krehbiel, Mr. Abra-

ham Mandelstam, Mrs. Ethelbert evin, Mme. Marie Sundelius. 
i thetic and possessed a par- i 
i J 
i ticularly winnin" quality." $ i -o I i 

t.""'"'""'"""'""""'\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\"'""'"'"""'"""'"'"{ 
N. Y. Er,ening Poat 

Mr. Bowers's debut met ,vith immediate and unqualified suc-
cess. He i con idered one of the outstanding egro artists, and 

a worthy colleague of Roland Hayes and Paul Robeson . 
:Mr. Bowers i available for concert engagements. 



PRESS COMMENTS 
"Headline: Musicians Hail Bowers' Recital- Young Negro Baritone 

Dramatic in Style." "Formerly of the Hall Johnson Negro Choir, 
William Bowers, a twenty-four-year-old baritone, made his recital 
debut last evening before an enthusiastic audience composed largely 
of musicians .... The first lyric the young baritone delivered with 
stirring dramatic force, revealing a strong, mellow voice reminiscent 
of that possessed by his colleague, Paul Robeson. Mr. Bowers proved 
to he quite at home in this stately, smoothly moving kind of melody, 
disclosing at the same time genuine feeling and an understanding of 
style .... Mr. Bowers was most effective in 'Der Doppelgiinger'. To this 
he imparted a solemn, pathetic quality, a depth and justness of feeling 
that made it the surpassing interpretation of the evening .... For his 
group of Negro songs and spirituals Mr. Bowers chose, among other 
favorites, '01' Man River' and 'Water Boy'. His simple and eloquent 
mezzo voce account of 'Oh, Lord, Have Mercy on Me!' disclosed his 
sympathetic understanding of the rich tonal heritage of the American 
Negro."-The New York World Telegram. 

"Mr. Bowers made his audience acquainted with a voice of good 
natural quality and a warmth of feeling to be expected from a singer 
of his race. He delivered 'Hear Me, Ye Winds and Waves' with fervor 
and appreciation of style."-W. J. Henderson in The New York Sun. 

"Mr. Bowers's voice has the velvet edge that we have come to associ-
ate with the singing of his race; its quality accorded well with the 
loveliness inherent in the piano passages of 'Nur Wer die Sehnsucht 
Kennt' "-The New York Times. 

"Headline: Negro Baritone Gives Recital Before a Large and En-
thusiastic Audience." "To the number of Negro vocalists bidding for 
a place in the recital field was added yet another when William 
Bowers, baritone, presented a program last night. The auditorium 
was completely filled and all indications were that the audience 
would have welcomed more repetitions and additional numbers than 
the recitalist gave .... Mr. Bowers made pleasurable use of a mellow 
voice- his singing was sympathetic and possessed a[articularly win-
ning quality .... In such racial numbers as 'Oh, Lor , Have Mercy on 
Me' and 'Were you There?', he used the half voice with a quiet per-
suasiveness."- The New York Evening Post. 

"Among the soloists, exceptional praise was merited by the bari-
tone who intoned 'Water Boy' ".- F. D. Perkins in The New York 
Herald Tribune. 

"Mr. Bowers has a voice of warm texture and good range-he has 
unquestioned taste and feeling for such airs as Handel's 'Hear Me, Ye 
Winds and Waves', and 'Where'er You Walk' and he sang Dido's 
Lament ('When I am Laid in Earth') , fervently .... The audience 
filled every available chair and applauded generously."-The New 
York Herald Tribune. 

"William Bowers, Negro baritone and once an ornament of the Hall 
Johnson Negro Choir, sang last night before a full house. Mr. Bowers 
is a sensitive musician, intelligent, and artistic. His voice is resonant 
and full of good tone."- The Daily Mirror. 



t1C.HOLAASHIP 
Qtolumbia mtniurrsftp 

int~ r Qtitp of Jltttt f ork 

WOMEN'S GRADUATE CLUB 

801 PHILOSOPHY HALL 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 1984, 4 P.M. 

TEA IN HONOR OF 

GRADUATE FACULTY 

RECITAL 

"\iVILLIAM BowERs, Baritone 
Assi.sted by CARROLL HOLLISTER, Accompanist 

PROGRAM 

I 
ARIA "IT 1s ENouoH" FROM "ELIJAH" .. . ...... . .... . Mendelssohn 
11I Y LovELY CELIA . . ........... . ... . ......... . . . George Munro 
OvER THE MouNTAINS .......................... . Roger Quilter 

II 
Orn MAINACHT ........................... . ........ . Brahms 
1\'.l1N NELIED . . .. . . . . . .. ... ... .. ...................... Brahms 
SAPPHISCHE OoE ...... . ..... . ... . ... . . . . . . . ........ . Brahms 
0 LIEB LI CHE WANG EN .. . ........................ . . . .. Brahms 

III 
I T's i\:fE, 0 Lono ............. . . . ..... .. . . ... Harry T. Burleigh 
HoNon, HoNOR . . .. . ...... . ... . ............... . Hall Johnson 
WHEN I'M GoNE .............. . ... . ..... . . . Harry T. Burleigh 
DrnN'T MY LoRo DELIVER DANIEL? . . ... . ... .. . Harry T. Burleigh 

Steinway Piano Used 
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OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

(j 

Ube Ulni\?ersitr of <tbicago 
~be l)i"tston of Social Sciences 

Dr. Franklin C. McLean 
Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Franklin : 

I am ·writi ng to you now as the acting presi dent 
of the Rosenwald Fund , that is, I am not writing 
as the acting president, but to you as the acting 
president. 

A ver y good friend of mine has been endeavoring 
to get a negro fellowship or a scholarship for 
Mr . Wi lliam Bowers whose curriculum vitae is 
enclose<!. tff¥r1.en'S.' is Hollister who, you may 
notice from the program, accompanied him at his 
Steinway Hall concert . Hollister spoke of him 
to me in the highest terms and as~ed me to do 
whatever is reasonable to persuade you that his 
view is correct. Hence , t his note and enclosures 
are being passed on at his recommendation. I 
believe Mr. Arthur bas already received an appli -
cation from Bowers . 

Sincerely yours , 

IE/CG Donald Slesinger 



D,'3,..r Don 11 : I h ve . u, ... • :~ ttcr of Jar.Lu.t·y i.10 ' ith 
ref "':..· ... nc.:i tt, 111 a,t)pl ic t : on fer a f e..1.lo, -

raii.f) rro ... i.. .. illirun B.:> .. 1;,r..., . 
....._ - WT .. • P I &!9itdthin - ~ 

I find th~.t an i:.pp-:.c .• tion :·or this 
1\.~lo .. .,t.i" ... ..... e.!'.> t,l ree.~ be .. , ..... culved .. ~-:! ~.~cl~ ~a on 
d1 bo.__,~::, of our net, hn.vlr. 1\,n_:~ f:o .. : fello .ship', at 
1... _ ., t.:. .. u. J. fi...- u.1..,o tr.. .. t _ Jtr.;.ctio~ j .fr:: ... t4• . E.c1b'!'1W 
~:::-c 9.1.,.ite.e:x.plicit t.:.. the oi'i'ect t,111.t no ncv.- c.;poi nt-
... ,m t~ to f .11~ ri ... tip:. -l'C to l~c .. !:.de. 

I n v~en c! t:l. • bovc, ! en: &crr,f tL t 
I h~·:c J!O ulternut.l.Yc except 1,0 .., .... ·;/ 11.10. P 

t.,.. !)oncld S1c::~in~ ~:.--. 
D.:.vision of Social ~c~0nces 
Un~vt1:.•sit.7 of Ct.:.c ..,o 

uincerely .;01.:.r,;, 



Mr • Embree: 

Mr. Hollister, wlx> was accompanist for Misha 
Elman and is at present accompanist for John Thomas, 
spoke to me on Saturday about the question of a fellow-
ship for William Bowers. 

Mr . Hollister believes that Mr. Bowers bas 
unusual abilities . The latter is anxious to study for a 
year in New lork and would like to have al:x>ut $2,000 to 
continue his work. He has a family of three children 
which is the reason for putt ing this amount so high. 

I of course explained to Mr . Hollister that 
the Fund is not making any new fellowship grants at present 
and suggested that he approach other foundations or individ-
uals. I bring this matter to your attention as I thought 
you could make more definite suggestions as to where a 
schol ar ship might be secured. 









OOLWBIA UN t r--...RS!TY 
in the Clty o~ New fork 

Ot:!'ice ot the 
Adviser To Women Oraduato Students 

Philoeop~ Hall 

My dear Mr. Bower••-

It. ie 41tt1cult to know •hich to pre.lee t'il'tt or moet, your beautiful YBioe, 

the admirable tl"a1ning y0l1 hed hnd, or the eplend1d reeulte you ho.Ye aohieyed b y 

makina euch 1n.tell1zent, end utiet.ic uee ot both Yo1ce end tra.inina• And you 

sing not only with power and brilliancy entl beauty but with a fine e•ot1oruil 

quality which 1• wry moving. Several of t he. eonge I he.ye never bee.rd ae well 

eung. 1 ••e oepeo1ally intereet.ed in the OeriMn group ond congratulate you en 

your perf eot d1ot1on and your excel.lent oomend of thnt r ather ditt1oult. toncue• 

tour program wae moet ve.rled and d1ecriminnt1ng and dieoloeed broad end 

cathol1o taste,. It gen great pl eaauN t.o yrrur enttue1aetlo l1eter1ere. You 

are obviouely l amohed on what prom!.eee to be a •1.n&ularly suoceeetul oareer. 

We very much hope you will oaaeent to come nnd eing f or ue again. 

Very gratefull y and 
einoerely yours, 

( sipd) Julitlna Haekell 



80ff0lAR8fi1p 

'.,Jy dee.r ~r . l{olli 'trr: In ~e:~pon-f !°.-J YO"" &pp:•ul 
l " .., .:"eb>• • 7 fo:- f..,llo~•c,~.~J:l 

for :ir. ·.il., R.'1 Bo.,. ru , "'r ... 1 vi"".Cd you th•lt t 1w q•1e !:.ion 
of fello,rarip w!)rd,'! ·.,·-.:uli l>e cif"chi.£·o i.11 ·.~~y. I !'HF ·ith 
much rerrot lnfcr"11 you th ... t. , !1~W€ no::. beF·':l hle t:., -:1~kr, 
a :rrnt in th, <'S:·r- ,1f :tr. Bo·· c . l ; y ·u "::-n ro-~. 'll y 
re· llze , "T'£i have a ~t·e11t 11uny npplir" tions fo- "•f>7 1i-:.1i tf>ri 
'><'bol er:-hip find~ . ··,E> ···1-·, th· 'v ,, "i'.ll' ~t" p in ull of 
the •1p.,eali.ll" ca..0 e,.- t11'lt ::JP t~ ou ....... tlention , un·i :-c- -"'':, 
th Jt ,•e have t dee ine so -,any of thf' ~e-11a,,,t0• • 

I"f : VH 

'Jr . Ce.rroll Holli 3 te:-
78 E':;t 55t~ St ree~ 
N - York, Ne- io=k 

·:~,:;,1 t··ul:· y::>:.p•A , 

0~ / 



OFFICE OF THE 

Aov1Sf;R TO WOME N GRADU-'TE S T UDEN TS 

Pt1tLOSOPHY HALL 

<!t.olum.bia @lnwu-,,itp 
ut tl,t <.!tifr £1lle\U }Jo.rk 

\ 3 ' i.: \: ' " I 

J-_7r-- ~i. -++---I 
. --\ ~ ·· september 18, 1934. 

I ' ' 

To the Rosenwald Foundation, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Mr. William Bowers, negro baritone, 
tells me thal =hr-ila been suggested to you as a 
candidate for one of the Rosenwald Fellowships. 

Mr. Carroll Hollister, accompanist to 
Mr. John Charles Thomas, introduced Mr. Bowers 
to us and has always aooompanied Mr. Bowers when 
he has sung at the University. Mr. Bowers has 
given three or four recitals et the University, 
the last one at a party in honor of the Faculty, 
and, as a result of his various visits, Mr. Bowers 
has won many friends at the University. We 
admire his beautiful voice, which has been admirably 
trained, and above all, find his personality most 
attractive . .Properly supported, Mr. Bowers can go 
very far indeed and we doubt whether the funds of 
the Rosenwald Foundation oould be better invested 
than in him. 

Sinoerely 
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September 
19th 
1934 - '- ~-,~---1 • - •••• 7· ,---~ ·--

The Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Gentlemen: 

I have been informed that Kr. William Bowers 
has been recommended to the Rosenwald Fund for a 
fellowship to enable him to do further study in the 
field of music. I have been a sked to express an 
opinion of his ability and potentialities and this 
I am very glad to do. 

I have known Mr. Bowers for some years and 
have always found him to be a man of integrity and 
zeal. Be has a magnificent voice which he uses 
with great intelligence and I believe that he is 
destined to become one of our great artists. In 
the face of tremendous financial and other diffi-
culties he has persevered. I consider him well 
wort hy of any aid which may be given him. 

Ever 

WW:CTF 

How do your Senators and Congressmen stand on federal legislation against lynching? 
.END'ORSEO BY 'rH"E NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU. 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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October B, 1954 

Dr. Sandor Rado 
Or. William A . White 

Or. Frenz A lexender 
Direc tor 

Dear Mi ss Ut l ey: A f riend of mine, Carroll Hollister , 
has j ust written me from New York that 

:.1r . ao.tters hn.s an application in your hands for a fellowship 
f rom the Rosenwald Fund. Si nce Mr . Stern is away at present, 

I am taking the liberty of writing you a not e about Mr . Bowers 
whom I have had the ~l easure of meeting personally. 

As you know, I am not a musician except 
as an amat eur but I think there is l ittle question that Bower~ 
has excepti onal t al ent and a br i lliant career has been pr edicted 
for him by l eading musicians a number of whom I know personal ly. 
As to personality, Mr . Bowers is s eemi ngly a high type of person, 
very ser ious and hard working , and for the pa~t few years has 
been having a considerable strug ·l e developin? his art and 
supporting his famil y . He seems to me to be a person most 
deserving of assistance as I believe that he has a r eal cultural 
contribution to make. 

This letter i s onl~• meant to convey t o 
you what informat i on I have about rAr . Bowers . 

Miss Mar garet Utl ey 
Julius Rosenwal d Fund 
4901 E1lis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinoi s 

Very t r uly yours, 



Remarks: 

F6B588 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Since Mr . Hollister has been asso-
ciated with John Charles Thomas and other 
great singers , he shoul d be a good j udge . 
I woul d be favorably impressed with his 
persistence in advocating Bowers ' caus e . 

If I had to make a deci s ion on this 
case from t he material presented, I would 
say that his recommendations are suffici ent 
f or favorable action. 

( 



Oct ober 22, 1934 

l"Y <loar Mr. Ilollister: We hav e gone over 'i7ith care the 
application of Jmues William Bowers 

for u f ellowship which has had such active suppo°'rt from you. 
On the basi s of the inforriation and opi ni ons assembled, he 
s eems a most pronising candi date for such a i d. 

The chief ouestions i n t he case 
of a f'ollowshlp in ousic or tho fine ~rta are: (a ) arrtmge-
mont s for t10 cours~ of study, un<! (b) pr ob~bility ol' s el f -
support on the bas i s of' unanti cipated c.areer. So far i.:.s the 
second is concerned., f.:.r . Bo'!Vers &.l rec.cy &ives considero.-blo 
evidence of ability to support htmseli' by his l'mlsic. On the 
former can we rezy upon yotl t o help him get ju s t the kind of: 
work ffhich would be most useful to him? I f you ar~ willing 
to carry y-our interest to thi e 1\lrther str.ge oi: helpin5 on 
the work he is to do, ~e stund ready to mc-..ke aveil cble a 
f ellovrship of one thousand trro hundred clol l ars ( :t,l, 200) t o 
cover approximately one year' /J study . 

I run sanding this t o you rather thsn 
dir ect t o Ur. Bowers as I should not like t o make the grant 
unt il ~e are assured of satisfactory arrangement s f or the year ' s 
s t udy. 

ERE:MWC 

Ur . Carroll Hollister 
78 Tiest 55th Stroet 
New York City 

Ve-ry truly your s , 

P. S. I am encl osing the note ~hich 
was sent .-,1th t he eo.rliar papers and w-'!:u.ch I underst~md you 1;ish 
to have r eturned. 



. . . 

My de~.r Mr. Hollister: Confirmuig our ~onvcrS!ltion in 
thls office the ot~er day , wa 

wish to hendl e the fellommip of Mr . Tti.llinJa B,:mer.,-; t~roueh 
you. If yJu will continue to hel p tlJ' ndmi::-.i st'erlnc t.:·e 
funds es troll a:s by ')lru,ning ~.,r . Bowers ' courscn, it. ·.-ill 
bee satisf~cti)n to us q ~, I u~ sJr c, a great he:p t o 
him. 

In accordanc~1 r,:.th the _1~ar.s 
agreed upon, we are se~dire checks to y,u ~t quarterly in-
tervals l!ith the underst:.andbg t 1:nt y u ;i2.l put these in 
a s Jecia.i. tr s t ft.nd snd aclva,:ce t hem !'or r.lr. Bo·.;ers' i:.u-
s i.eal needo. We arc e~closi!"f hercv,i t:h the :'irst c'. r->ck for 
four hundred dollars (t,400). This rill be !-'ol~o cd by two 
c11ecks for t hree hu1id:•.- ::1 dollurn (t:300) o::tch, ·i. !'ehruary 1 
e.nd llay 1st, ros lC:-!t .. vol:;-, end a final che..!Y. :or tt;:: hm1dr -<i 
dolla!'s (t200) on Aurust 1st.. Ho;F;ever, i"' a.s ti;.•e g0es -,n, 
s.)me ree.rra·:ce~er:.t in tcrl':ls or date:, .f Jaynent seer:.s dcsir-
ah .e, we can easily arr ,,L~e th t s i.. accorda, c.., ¥ii th any r e- , 
q est that you make. 

EB.E: rm 
f., c . 

Mr . Carroll Hollister 
7~ West 55t h St reet 
Mew York, New York 

EDWIN R. EM8RfE 



FORM 122 

To 

Julius Rosenwa1ld F 
4901 Ellis Avenue IJ l \l!n, :,( 

V • l \ I C H I CA G O '-' it , , . H t) 
Payment Voucher No . • .., I l}C-

11 olli:., ...... Date 

0 6 ------

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

" r • 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

I,Ju 
For Controll-;,:--



BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

ERE I I Jr- ~t 4 



WO ODS• DR V~ Y COMPANY 
OPE.AATOAS 

ICH-OLi\RSHF 
. :yloirH t l 

• MCAiiister and Leavenworth Streets 
AT CIVIC CENTtR 

San Franc isco 

J AMtS wooos ~E.SIDltNT 
ERNE.STDAUAY, H ANA.GEA 



W000S • ORURY COMPANY 
0PIUIA'T011t.S 

" 1Eillfiiam :yloP No f 

MCAiiister and Leavenworth Streets 
AT CIVIC CEfllTt'.,t 

JAMES W OODS, PIICSl01t:HT 
£"RNIEST DRURY, NAH"GE"'t 



WOO OS• DRURY COMP A N Y 
OPERATORS 

J AM ES WOODS. PRE:510 C NT 
ERNEST DRURY, MAN.-.G£A 



FOR M 122. 

Julius Rosenwald Fu~dH ~r-;t ~RSHI· p 
490 l Ellis A venue '(j· W f"hJ a...,j--\ 

CHICAGO 
To Payment Voucher No. 

r· . ,u::-oll :l ll1ator 

Ck. l Dl 9 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

8cho1Hsili ps and Fellowshi ps 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 
HVG 

For Controller 



F"OR M t 2 2 

Julius Rosenwald FuncLru ,~, ,. R~lllll 
4901 Ellis Avenue t5U ri U LJ\ • 

CHICAGO 
To 

~ . Cen·oll H.:lli :::t ol" 

Sec • tl pnymmt, on .!'ell ~r· .ip g:::-,ntcd + 

Accounts 

Scholarshi ps & Fellowships 

Prepared by 

'VG 
Checked by Posted by 

]Payment Voucher No..iol ' 

Date 

'illirua B:-1119r r:/ .. ':/ - - _c"-500. o 
..-::..--- .... 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

$300 .00 

For Controller 



irollM IU Julius Rosenwald Fund .eel..:~- ~. -,. ~,-~HIP 
4901 Ellis Avenue f1-<u l-1 \I U 

To 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 1886 

Date 

l C-:"I 'fort.: Ci tJ 

Accounts 
Schol arshi ps & FellowsP..ips 

Appropriation No. D ebit 
5534- 28 r20a .. oo 

Credit 

Prep ared by Checked by Posted by 
f!VG 

Comptroller 



SGHOLAflSHJp 
357 McDonough St. , 
Brooklyn , N Y 

Sep t . 10t h , 1936 

/ if, "C) 

Mr. E1win R. Eml,r eP" 
B0s e~~a l l Foun ~atl J 
-1? ) "'_ ~::1 • _ Ave., 
';h2:c a --0 , Ill . 

---r-1--r-1=_ 1 

Th e r, l ... o .. _ .1 · ' -{ ' l ~re. .:; PN~ r jed 
me in 19~ ,1 ½.,r H Ro~t r,•.1:1.J ,j Founda Lon ,;,r, s of +hf> 
o : ., _ ''1 m~, •~-J " t. • T '.:>t' .1..,.l , • 1e: o " 
:::: +- ·::~- w:1ic . .• , :;e cl o ::. 0 .: , "'18 , _ave mP ,..., "'Pel.:. '1 .:.. 
o: S~"':.ir.:.~i e~se11 tial tom., .. . =-L • ,. -1..,,·r ~ J:' 1•_, .. , 

, :. ~" r ev.:.,, eJ m ~o +-.:. 1 ... n .. 1;;;; _;_,, m~ .,or~ 11 i n 
~.., ., " ... t gave mt=> a. 1 ,.J l- 0r tun ·. .. .. 1 .: t ::;Ol'H? re l 
..... e .:. · c .. i ' · 1 _·n.: .. 1·1 er i n ,: mont";y 
' t i? same '"i ne. 

:,-. -- -'· y ... illd 
"' ~ --. 0 J .ir. t h 

T , =t : ' • _ Lon : o 
bo t.. 

t ·.:. +- I :1rv~ t .. 
n JVG':: bee :1m.., 

T"\ ... ~"~:. er r I h· •·e s ' .., .... s 
l. :.., , • .. mo ' 1 ~·inea !1 i =1 t:1e •Jl•? 
n p r g1~ · ~ J ~ 8 ~p ~- BP~~" 
.';. • !3 I havP !:n.ln L con c 1Jl'tS 

. ub~! ~ en OC ?HSlo · l y OV • rr~ · 

~ : '1 1 - _. J. .f vr mor e .. 1•· :_ 1 i r1: • I know 
'- 1 , , i.. 1 '; w:..thou'". +-."le .., i : n i 1J"' I c.:n 

"' . s t · ~ rti s ... 

'- •• rd 
T .:an 

" 
... 

I am ' '1er~ " ) 
"' 11 > .. _' ; :, f r::> . • ' 1 

r a .., :..1 '·.,, I ~' , 1 

.. ) 1 - .: • e f o.!' ~ecorxl 
Ro~, !.'t!a l d Foun~ :- ~i0•. 

.:.., .... ,J ' ' mos i.o .. . re ,. ., 

1y l ._ .... - a d .. r ., ... 1 ,J " "!liS '!O!l _ . 



September 24, 1936 

Dear Mr . Bowers : Your lett er t o !,:r. F.mb:-ce hae c,;ine t o 
:ne for !'eply. A fello~1::;~i ;i C:Jm,;J; .,te~ 

has been appointed v;hich is to e.ct upo11 all applications 
received by t he Fund. This CO!:lllli ttee ~~11 ~eet some ti~e 
in the early sprir..g al though tho exact date has !lot been set . 
We have, of course , your applicati on blank whi ch you filled 
out 1n 1954. I am sending you another one thinking th~t you 
would probabl y llke to have an up-t::i- dato one go t o thi t 
eom.~ittee f or cons ideration. 

I j udge fr~m your letter that you ~re 
i nterest ed in havin6 a f cllo-Pship f or t 'tls c.011ing year t.nd 
I hope that the fact t hat we cannot ev~u consi i er your ap-
plication until spr l nr.; will not i nteri"e.1.·e .s~r iously with your 
plans . 

If you wil l fill out the encloeed blank 
and r e t urn it. to us we shvl l be ve-:y 1la.d. t ; ,:- ~e e,~nc i t tv 
our CQmlllittee . 

MSS: RW 

Mr •. Willi ~o~er& 
- 3'57 !:tcD?n.:>ugh Street 

Brooklyn , New York 

MARGAREl S. S1MON 
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WILLIAM 

BOWERS 

A Tribute from MR. LEOPOLD GODOWSKY 
"To J'\11 r. William Bowe rs, with gratitude fo1· 
his beautiful, emotioDal and h ea rtfelt sing ing. 
Wish ing him great well - me rited success." 

~..t."9~r'-~ 
~~o .'l-\~ 

\~·~ - ~ r;-
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W lLLl 11 BO\'l;'ERS. remarka ble young Negro Baritone, a t twenh·-se,·en ha,, 
already pro,·ed himself an exceptionally gifted inger-one who m~y rank with 

such no teworthy artists of his race as Roland Hayes. Paul Robeson, \larian 
Ander;;on. bbie )1itch ell, and others. •• tr. Bowers i a sensitive 

mu 1cian, intelligent and ar-

ti tic. Hi voice is resonant 

a nd full of good tone."' 

Born of a inging race, and ·'born to sing:· )lr. Bowers was brought up in 
the outb, where he early ab orbed the priceless musical h eritage of the l,egro. 

H ere he studied at Thyne Institute, irginia. and at KnoX\"i lle College. Ten-
nessee. Late r , h e came rorth to continue his academic schooling at City Co1lege 

in ·ew York City. 

It was in 1 c w York that ~Jr. Bowers made the acquaintance of Hall Johnson, 
distinguished leade r of the inte rnat ionally famous Hall Johnson Choir. Mr. 

Johnson, cp1ickl}' r ecognizing the mm ual c1uality of l\tr. Bowers' voice, invited 
him to join the choir. where he won immediate recognition by his singing of 

Water Boy in his first appearance at a concert with the l\"ew York Philharmonic 
Orchestra at the taclium. Later, :\Ir. Bowers sang with outstanding success iu 

concert and o,·er the radio with the HaU Johnson extet. 

H e spent the following summer at the music colony in Blue Hill, )faiue. 
where he carried on intensive work in concert repertory unde r the musical 

guidance of Carroll Hollister, well known accompanist, and the vocal guidance 
of :\Ime. Edith Gaudenzi. in preparation for his New York debut. 

While in i\laine. Mr. Bowers ;,ang for a number of prominent musicians. 
among whom was Leopold Godowsky, wlio became one of the patrons of i\lr. 

Bowers's fir t concert in ·e w York City. Other prominent patrons were : 

Mr. H eyu;ood Broun, .llr. Harry T. Burleigh , M r. Abram Chasins, Miss 
Fannia M. Cohn, Miss Lisa Elman, Miss Bettina Hall, Mr. Hall Johnson, Mrs. 

Franz Kneisel, M r. Andre Kostelanetz, Mrs. A . W alter Kramer, Mrs. H enry 
E. Krehbiel, Mr. Abraham J\Jcmdelstam, Mrs. Ethelbert 1evin. Mme . .llarie 

undelius. 

)Ir. Bowers· debut met with immediate and unqualified success. To con• 
tinue his intensh·e and extensive study of Opera, Mr. Bowe rs was awarded a 

F ello wship b~- the Rosenwald Foundation. 

'. )' . Daily Mirror 

•• tr. Bower- made plea ur-

able u e of a mel1ow voice 

Following his debut, l\Ir. Bower appeared not only on many of his own 
radio programs. but also as oloist on such featured programs a ' the Philip 

James Little ymphony ove r WOR; P erole tring Quartette over WOR: -i; e on 
Oil Hour o,·er WABC: National Dain· Hour o,·er WEAF: ancl the Cadillac 

Hour o,·er the BC ne twork. • 

)Ir. Bower ' latest triumph was appearincr in the leadincr role of ' ·Por!!"\··• 
- his 111g10g wa sympa-

thetic and posses ed a par-

ticu larly wmmng quality:· 

.V. L £,·ening Post 

G G h • ' " "' "'· in eorge e rs wm opera, " Porgy and Bess." When Tocl Duncan became iU. 
'1 r. Bo"•ers _played the role. The critics highly praised )lr. Bowe rs· perform-

ances. statmg that he played a most sympathetic " Po rgy."' After \fr. Duncan's 
reco\'ery, Mr. Bowers alternated in the role with )Ir. Duncan. 

Mr. Bowers i considered one of the out landing l\"eg:ro artists. and a worthy 
,·olleague of Roland Haye and Paul Robeson. 

:\fr. Bowers io: a, ·ailable for eoncerl engagc·11u•11ts . 



PRESS COMMENTS 

··J/1•adli1w : .Husicians /Jail Boicl'rs· Recital- Young 1\'egru Baritu,w 
Ornnwtir in ty fr,." "Formerly of the Hall Johnson :'lic-!!rO Choir. 
William Bow<'ri<, a twe nty-seven-year-old baritone, m ade- his r ecital 
deh111 last f' V<'ning be fore an e nthusiastic au<l ic nce composed .laq.;ely 
of music ians . .. The first lyric the young baritone de livcre cl wit h 
~tirring d ramatic force, n'vealing a strong. me llow voice re miniscent 
of that po~se,-,.ed by his t·olleague, Paul Robeson . . Mr. Bowers p ro,·ecl 
10 lw t(u ite al ho me in this stately, ilmoothly moving kind of me lody, 
disc-losing a l the same time genuine feeling and an undc rstandin!! of 
.. 1y l<-. .. _Vh . Bowe rs was most e lfcetive in 'De r Doppe ll.(anger' . To 
lllii, he impa rtN I a so le mn, pathe tic qua lity. a de pth and justness of 
feeling tha t made it the 8urpassin g inte rpreta tion of the evening ... 
Fo r his group of Negro songs a nd sp irituals Mr. Bowers chose, amonl.( 
o the r favori t<-s, 'OJ' Man River ' and ' \Vate r Boy'. His simple an,1 
e l0<1ue nt mezzo voee account of ·Oh, Lord, ILn e Mercy tm J\'l e !' dis-
l'lo~ed his sym pathe tic un,lerstandi ng of the rich tonal he,·ital!e of the 
Ame rican ~<'r,ro." - Tlw .V<>u· York W orld T,, /egram. 

" Mr. BowerH made his aud ience acquainted with a vo ic•e of _good 
natural qua lity and a warmth of feeling to h e expected from a sm ger 
o f his race . . 1-ll' <lelive red ' Hear :\le, Ye W inds and Wave11' with fe rvo ,· 
a nd a ppreciation of sty lc ."- W. J. He nde rso n in The Neu' York Sun. 

" Mr. Bowe rR' voice has the velve t edge that we haw come to 
ai<sociate wi th the singing: of his race; its qmd ity acconled well with 
tlw loveline~s inhe rent in the piano passages of 'Nur 'I er die Selm-
:<uch t K ennt' "- The New York Times . 

.. IJl'adli,w: Negro Baritone Civ<'s Recital Be/ ore a Larg<' and En-
thusiasti<· Ai"lience." "To the numbe r of cgro voc.dists bidding 
fo r a place in the recita l fie ld was added yet a nother when William 
Bowers, baritone, presented a progra m last night. The a uditorium 
was comp le te ly filled and a l.I ind ications we1·c that the audie nce 
won lrl have wl'lcomecl m ore 1·e pe ti1ions and arl<litional numbers th,111 
the recitalist ga ve. . . VJ"r. Bo we rs made pleasurnble ni>e o f a me llow 
voicc--h is s inging was sympa the tic and possessed a particularly 

_ winning qUJ.1 l ity- . . - In ,;uch raciaJ munhei:s M 'Oh. Lord, Have :\Je1·cy 
on Mc>' and " We re you The re ?', he used the ha lf vo ice wit h a quirt 
p<'rs1rnsiveness. "- The 1•w York E vi,ning Post. 

'·Amo ng the soloists, exceptio nal praise was merited by the ba ri-
to ne who intoned 'Watc- r Boy' " .- F. D. P e rkin~ in The J ew Y ork 
1/nald T rib1111P. 

" \'fr. Bowe rs has a voice of wan11 texture a ncl good range- he has 
unque,;tioned taste and feeling fo ,· suc h airs as Hande l's ' Hea r lie, Ye 
'I inds a nd Waves', a nd ' Where'er You Walk ' and he 8ang Dido's 
La111e nt ('Whe n I am Laid in Earth' ), fervently .. . The audience' 
(illc<I e ve r y available r hair a nd npplaucled generously."- The N<>w 
York Herald Tribune. 

" 'I illiam Bowers, Ncr,ro baritone and once an ornamc 111 of the Hall 
Johnso n 1 er,ro Choir, sang last ni gh t before a full house. Mr. Bowers 
i~ a se nsitive musician, i11 tellige11t, and arti~tir. His ,·oice is re8011.1nt 
anrl fu ll of goo<l tone:·- 'fh,, Daily \/irror. 
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DEC 1 6 1936 

~ I""\! 'r, 
'-yfi~ 

;j 

Dece~ber 141 1936 

De&r ~Hss Davis: I .nave read wi th much i nterest 
your l etter of Dece~ber 9. It 

is true t hat a fellowship ~as granted to 1r. Bowers 
from t he Fund. some years ago und we in this office 
ru:~ve followed his career wi th much satisfaction. I 
am afraid I cannot make an,y vary ~elpful. suggestions 
about t he proposed concert in Cbicaeo. I aie out of 
the city so much myself that I have found it impos-
sible t o take Ei.nY personal respons ibility in such 
matters. ;ir . George Arthur, who r.a.s 1n cnarge of 
our f'ellowsbips at t he time the aw-0.rd '/'l'as :nade to 
Mr. Bowers, and whose address is 5765 South Wabash 
Avenue, ChicSF,o, hi.ls helped in t he Chicago concerts 
of other singers . iie mieht be willing either to be 
0£ assistance himself or to augr es t proper auspices . 

Uise Lucille Davis 
1555 Elm Street 
Youngstown, Ohio 

Very truly yours, 



1941 JW 
. ....:,,..~ 

Name J c.mes 1.hlli CJ:'. Bo-;;ers Field: ~~usic -
Voice 

Concert Singer 
282 Decatur Street , Brooklyn, HoYT York 

Plan of Work 

To complete the necessary _?r eparation for a concert operatic career . 

·nshes to study privately with Mr. Carroll Hol lister , beginning 
su.~T.er or fall , 1941. 

Personal Data 

Undergraduate Work 

Graduate Work 

Born Skipwith, Virginia, August , 1908 . 
;,iarried , three children . 

Knoxville College , 1926-28. 

Brooklyn College, 1938-39 . 
Pri vate study of mus i c for several years . 

Age: 

Experience Soloist, ff3.ll Johnson Choir , Vlarner Brothers , 1930- 32 ; 
soloist, Yl'0R Broadcasting St~,tion, New York City, 1933- 34 ; 

alt ernate in role of Porgy , Theatre Guild, Nev: York, 1935-36 , {pl00 per week; 
free lance concert singer , 1936 - . 

Accomplishments Rosem:ald Fund Fel lowship , $1200, 1934.-?5 . 

References 

r . Vl. \'[ilson , Thyne I nstitute , Chase City , Virginia 
Carroll Holli ster, New York City 
James II . Hubert, New York City 
t11rs . Anna C. Molyneaux , National Music League , New York 
:ilrne . Edith Gaudenzi , Nev: York City 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed 
From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 

32 

$2, 500 

$2, 500 
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J. William Bowers 

l- PLtASE Rl: TURN 
TO 

JUL•uc; P.C~;~ 'l"ALD FUND 
. - --- -~ 

Music is not something on· a sheet of paper. Nor is it even 
the manipulation of a musical instrument by t he interpretative 
artist. To t he production of music three musicians must con-
tribute: the composer, the lnstument maker and t he interpretive 
musician. Not Until all three have been brought into intimate 
collabora tion, .and the air between t he listener's ear and the 
instrument i s disturbed by t he actual pl aying of t he inst rument, 
is ~sic pr oduced. That disturbance of the air is music. In the 
l ast 'anal ysis , music i s somet hing happening in the a ir; nnd it i s 
nothi ng else . 

That there is au art of music will be r eadily conceded. 
That t here is a science of music a s well is not quite so obvious, 
yet such is undoubtedly the case. And that music as an art can 
not attain the full growth of which it is capable unless fostered 
and nurtured by science is equally true. 

l 
I The greatest need of .the vocal profess i on today ls more ex-

tensive, more intensive and more dependable informa tion respecting 
t he action of the human voice as a musical instrument. It will be 
readily conceded that t he maker of a flute, a clarinet, a trombone, 
a violin or an auditorium must know t he proper proportions for his 
instruments if he is to produce t he best results possible to the 
skill of h is craft, and that exhaustive laboratory investi gation 
would be contributory to that end. It ls not so generally recog-
nized that the same principle applies to t he voice builder, but 
such is undoubtedly the case . A flute or a violin comes to the 
player as a finished, completed instrument ready to be played. It 
is not at all so with the voice. The prospective singer receives 
his instument in a very rough and incomplete state, f ar short of 
a finished and perfected instrument ready for use-- "knocked 
down , " the violin maker would say of a violin in a similar state 
of incompletion. Before t he prospective singer can use his un-
finished instrument, he must take it to a vocal instrument maker--
a voice teacher to have it completed. And it is only after a 
tedious process of finishing and polishing that the vocal instru-
ment is put in fit condition to be used for singing . When a singer 
has to t hink of where he must place each tone at all times, his 
instrument has not been properl y a ssembled. 

It is conceded t hat t he voice of all musical instruments 
is most complica t ed 1n its method of tone production. When t hese 
technicalities have been mastered, t he singer still has a world 
to conquer-- artistry, interpretation, musicianship and poise. 

4 



J. William Bowers 

11. 

It is the latter which is my chief concern today. To combine 
these into what is ter med virtuosity require s much time , patience 
and money. 

The Fellowship which was awarded me in 1934 by the Rosenwald 
Foundation was of t he greatest help to my career. It opened 
avenues of s tudy which had been closed to me, r,ave me a feeling 
of security essential to my artistic development and a lso revived 
my confidence in myself and rey work. It gave me an ooportunity to 
get some real e:xperience in acting and singing vrh:l.le earning 
money at the same t ime. When nPorgy and Boss ," the Gershwin Opera 
was produced , I was selected to sing t he alternate lead in the 
role of "Porgy." In addition to t his, I have sung at numerous 
concerts, both private and public and occasionally over t he radio 
with ochestraa. 

On July 4, 1940 when President Roosevelt dedicated his 
private library, I was invited to Hyde Park by Mrs. Roosevelt to 
render a specia l program for the President and h is guests. This 
honor I considered a hi gh point in my career. 

The demands which t h ese opportunities have exacted from my 
t al ents have compelled me to rea lize that I am in need of more 
systematic training . As I have previously sta t ed , t hat training 
which t end s to develop simultaneously the scientific and artis tic 
aspects of the vocal art to later combine them into what i s known 
a s virtuosity. With scientific training , artistic development 
and talent one can look forwar d to a successful career. 

Mr. Carroll Hollister h o.s consented to supervise rrr:, musi cal 
studies in so far as the selection of qualified instructors are 
conce rned. \\e have discussed t he matter and have agreed on a 
general program. Mr. Hollister has l eft the task of sel ecting 
a vocal t eacher to my discret ion, of course with your apuroval. 
I have bad t he privilege of studying with several t eachers and I 
can safel y say t hat t hey all contributed towar d my general develon-
ment. However. I do believe t hat Mme. Edith Oandenzi whose studio 
is l ~cated at 171 West 71 Street, New York City ha s done more 
toward placing my voice and has a bett er understanding of my par-
ticular t ype of instrument t han any teach er with whom I have come 
in contact. She is a splendid musician , pianist, competent in 
Opera and I believe t hat she knows the art of voice production. 

Mr. Hollister and I have agreed t hat 1· should attend special 
courses in har mony, languages, ear-training and opera training 
given at t he Juilliard School of Music, New York City. During 
t he l atter half of thi s year' s study, I expect t o sing a concert 
at Town Hall, New York City hoping t hat t he qua lity of my work 



- . J. WillitlJ!l Bowers 

111. 

wi ll attract t he attention of a r eliabl e management. When I am 
successful, I shal l try to condu ct myse l f in such manner t hat 
I will hel p t o cr eate a better r e ling t owar d my r ace jus t as 
~any of my f el l ow art i sts have str iven t o do. 

l can assur e you t hat I shal l do my utmos t to tnke ful l 
advantage and rove l'l'l!~ self wor thy of thi s honor. 



... ... KNOXVILLE COLLEGE 
Knoxville Tennessee 

Jfticial Transcript of the Record ot Mr. James William Bowers 

lddress 262 Decatur Street B'klyn1 B.Y. 

1. At tendances Admitted ___ __ Fr;;..;;;..e_shman==--------- ---C_l~a_s_s __ 
1 

Attended ____ From Stmt. 151 1926 to May 30 1 1928 Oraduated-==.,_Degree.::::.. 
11. Present Status __ I_n_go_o_d __ st_a __ n_d_i_n_g ____ ___ __________ _ _ 

111. Entrance Credi ts f rom: ( l ) Thyne In:,t1t ute1 Chase City, Va . 
( 2 } (3) 

Subject Units Source Sub.1eot Units I Source Sub:lect Units Source 
En12:l ish ·4 Spanish Biolo2V 
Al'1:ebra ' 2 German General Sc. l. Geometry 1 .t11story 2 Cml. .Sub • Tri~onomE try Cl.vies Home Ecc n. 
Lat 1n 3 Physics l rJ!anual 'j r. / French G.nemist~ Pn:vsiO!!l aph:v 

Arithmet C ¼ _'J.'otal l.5 

Conditions None How admitted By cert1f1oat1on 

lV. Collep:e Creditaa 
--------------

Hrs per wx:. .No. Quar t er Gr ades Credit Catalo~ Number Descrip tive Titles . Roe. 1Lab. Wks • Fal l Wln sor. Sum. Qr. Hre 
1926- 2'7 

Chemistry 6 General Chemis t ry 3 2 36 B B A 15 English l Rhetoric & Themes 5 24 B B - 10 Mathematics 2 , 2 College Al gebra; 5 24 C - B 10 Tr i gonometry • Speech l Public Speaking 2 24 A A 4 German El ement ar y German 5 24 - B ! 10 
192'7- 28 

Psychology l Gener a l Psychology 5 12 B - - 5 Mathemati cs 5 Anal y t ic Geometry 5 12 D - - 5 German 11 I nt ermediate German 5 24 D B - 10 Speech 2 Public Speaking 2 12 C - - 2 Chemistry 7 Qualitative Chew.ls* rY3 2 24 - C B 10 English 2 English Li terat ure 5 24 - B B 10 Religion l New Testament 5 12 - - B 5 Lit er at ure -- -

Total Credits Secured 96 Qr. Hrs. Humber Credits Reouired for Grad.286 Qr H1 
Grading System; Letter _ Pas sing grade A-D; Aver age passi ng grade C. 
This t ranscript issued 12/2/40 to Mr. Bowers _ (Si gned ) H1 Liston _Dean 



LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Vlilliam Bo.rers 

Edith Geudenz i , New York City . 

Mr . Bowers studied wi t h me when engaged by Mr . Ger shwin, 

personall y, for 'Porgy and Bess", at which t ime he promised much . The 

following winter hi s health was very poor and the businer,s of earning 

a living took such st renuous effor t the t he was unable to overcome a bad 

br onchi al i nfection. He was advised by hi s physi ci an to change cli mate -

had work offered him in Ohi o and left for Youngstovm where for a year or 

more he earned a good living and many good criticisms on his work . Last 

spring I heard him once , when hi s voi ce seemed good , but naturally, needed 

work. Apparently he has overcome the bronchi al weakness (whi ch was pr obably 

in part due to l ack of nour i shment) . 

I know nothing of M.r . Bowers other than good. He i s a 

qui et, ,:entlewanly person, has a good or gan , e.nd some t alent . 

J &mes H. Huber t , Executive Secretary, New York Urban League . 

I have known Mr . J ames Wi lli am Bowers for a number of 

years . I n addi t i on to bei ng an excell ent s i nger and student of music , he 

i s one of the f i nest gentlemen I have ever known . He i s ambit ious, 

ener geti c , studious , s.nd, i n my opini on, t he t ype of young man who , i f 

encouraged, woul d some day make an outstanding contributi on to the r ace 

and to the f i eld of music . 

The New York Urban League sponsor ed hi m i n a concert at 

Town Hall three years ago . The fact that this is the firstti.me thet our 

Board has ever agreed to sponsor an artist vrho was not internati onally 

known is in i t self a testimony a s to the hi gh esteem with which he is 

held by our gr oup. 
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J ames William Bovrers 

Anna C. MQl,mefiux, Director, National Music League, New York City . 

William Bowers , Negro baritone, i s t ~1.e possessor of a 

most unusual voice, hist r i onic i nstincts, imagination, and fine sensi bilities . 

I n all my dealings wi th him I have al ways found him to be dependable , honest , 

and most intelligent. He is truly wor t~y of any help and encour agement any 

one could give hi m. Whatever a s i nger - or human being - should have 

innatel y he has, but he does l ack vocal techni que and coaching . His voice 

someti mes does not fully respond because of its not always being properly 

produced. Should he be able to al ways control his natur al equiument I be-

l i eve he would be one of our really great singers . I recommend him to you 

most hi ghly . 

Carroll Holli ster, Accompani st t o J ohn Charles Thomas . 

I am happy to give my whol e- hearted and enthusi astic 

endorsement to this applicati on of William Bowers for a r enewed grant of 

a Rof,enwald f el l owshi p at thi s t ime . I was instrumental in helping to ob-

tain for him a similar fellorishiu granted to him in 1954, and I feel that 

i n spi te of certain obstacles and handicaps (which I shall explai n l ater) 

which prevented hi m at that time f r om reaping the f ull benefit of this 

assi stance i n hi s s tudies, hi w work a.~d accomplishment during that year 

nevertheless fully justif i ed the assi stance given hi m, and reveal ed in him 

t he per sonal and e.rtistic qualities to enable him, with pr oper guidance 

and encouragement , to be an outstanding representati ve of hie race i n his 

chosen professi on as a singer . 

I have known Wi lli am Bower s for many years, have pl ayed 

for hi m and coached him i n hi s singing, and have watched his development 

as a man and as an artist over a long period of time . I have had him s ing 



Jfmes William Bo~ers 

for many musical friends end associates , among them the late Leopold 

Godov,sky, end my present artist-e.ssociate, Mr . J ohn Charles Thomas, both 

- 3-

of whom felt Mr . Bowers had a beautiful nitural voi ce , great musical feeling 

£nd intellif·ence. He has en unusuel gift, I believe , for the interpreta-

tion of song~ , wi th a style and intensity of emotion that i s both moving 

snd. dramatic , and a magnetism of delivery that is quite out of the ordinar) . 

He has shown bl his perEiEtence and determinati on in 

feeing the heaviest obstacles and difficulti es and discouragements thct he 

has met with, in the struggle to achieve a musicel career , during ell the 

years that I hc.ve known him, that he has t he str ength of character , the 

courage, and the convicti on to carry him far along the steep end difficult 

path to artistic achievement. 

The burden of continuing his rtudies r0hile earning a 

precarious living for him~elf and his family , has at times exhausted him 

ohysically to an extent which undermined his health and vitc1li ty and de-

pressed him mentally and emotionally . The result of ell this lor.ered 

vital ity was to make him, in the rigor s of New York climate during the fall 

and v,lnter time, subject to continued colds and bronchial congesti on t hat 

serio~sly hampered his vocal condition and interfered wi th his studies . 

This was t rue even during the period when he was receiving aid f r om the 

Rosenu:.ld Fund, es t he a.mount v:as not sufficient to relieve him of the 

responsibility for the supnort of his family, so that he had to continue 

to v.ork and sing end exhaust himself to earn money, v:hen he should have 

been &ble t o conserve all his energies for his s tudies . 

I hope , therefore , that if the rene?ed fellowship i s 

grimted to him agE.in this year , it rill be in sufficient amount to r eall;; 

free him f r om the bur den of financi d anxiety, so that he v:ill be free to 

devote all his time and hi s best efforts to studying enn developing his 



J ames v;illi am Bowers 

artistic talents . I think his plrn of v-:ork i s excellent, and in this I 

shall be happy , VTith your approva,l , end in so far as I am abl e , to give 

him my continued advice and help. 

-4-

Mr . Bower s ' greatest difficult i es at present, 

psychologi cally spea.king , ere a certain lack of self-confidence and assurance, 

and an exaggerated emoti onal sensi tivy that I feel sure would disappear 

rapidly under f avorable conditions of economi c security and ease of vocal 

technic;,ue . 

RW 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Application and accompanying documents should be filed as early as possible for the convenience of the Fellowship 
Committee, preferably during the early autumn. No application can be considered by the Committee unless the 
completely filled-out blank and all of the materials requested reach the Director for Fellowships by January 5, 1941. 

Negro~ White Southerner D 

Name in full ....... ... . .. .:f ~e_s . 1N11:L~.l¥11. l;}qw~+'-~ - . . ____ . _ ... . _ . ........ . . . _ .. __ ____ ___________ _ _ 

Present address .. . . .. ........... . . .. .. . .. ..... ..... . . . .......... .. . .. ...... . ... . _ ....... ___ . . _ .... __ . . 
City State 

Permanent address . ??? . J?f:l C_at_ur_. S_~ e~t _ .... . . .. E3:r;-9_q~_ly:n , .... .. _. )l.~w . . "¥0:rl<: ... _ .... . . 
City State 

Present position (be specific) . . ... lfr ~e .. ;t._a,n_q~ ... 0.9.n.o.~r:t .. S.1.n.ger . . ... . . ......... . .... . .... . . . . . . 

Institution or organization ...... . ............. .... . .. .... . ....... . ... Annual salary .... ... .... . ... . 

Address . . . .. ... . . .... . ....... .... . ........... .. . . . . .. ....... . 
City State 

Specific Field .... -~?~?~rt_. O_!)e_r~. _Si _ng_~:r;'. _ .. . ... ____ _ . _ . ______ . . _ .. _. _ ... __ . 

Concise statement of plan of work . ... _I _. P:\-!ln_ .t~<?. _q<;:>plp_l e_te _ .~J;l-~. neq~_SS/3..:t:'Y .. P.repar.a :t.:ton 

.. .for. . 13.. ~.o:n..oe.r.t . . . o.p~_ra.ti.c . c.ar.ee.r •. .... ...... ..... .... .. ......... . .. .... _ . . . . .. ... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·.· .. .. .. . . ...... . . 

. . . . . ' . . .......... ... .. ....... . . . .. . . ..... . . .......... .. .......... .. . .......... ... ... ....... . 

What institution do you wish to attend? . . ..... . J .. wi s.b .. to . . s.tudy .. pr.1 va tely. • . . ........ .... ... . _. 

Have you been admitted? ... X~ ~- ..... . For what degree will you work? .. . . None . . . ....... . ..... ........ . _ 
Accompanist for 

Under whose supervision? .Mr •.. C.arr.oll. Hollister. .. Department of. .Mr .•.. _J9h:r:i .. Q.fvp:•_],~-~ . '.l'.}:lqmas 

Dates of period for which grant is desired . .. .. . . . -~ ~-4~ -:-4:? ...... . ..... .. .. . .......... . .... .... . . . . ..... . 

What is your estimate of the total duration of the proposed project? . .. 'rw~nty"'."fJ Y.e. hundr.ed _ dollars 

Will you return to your present position? .. . ¥.e :'3_ . If not, for what position do you seek further training? ... . .... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



Personal History 

Place of birth - .. Ski pwi th; . Va· •. ......... . ................ • .... Date of birth . .. . _A1:1g ! .. 19. . -~ ~q? 

Single, married, widowed, divorced ...... rv.1:~_:i;':i:'.:i,~q. .................. . .................. . ....... ... . ..... . 

Nameandaddressofwifeorhusband Katherine Bowers 262 Decatur St. B1 klyn , N.Y • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , .. . ........................ . . . 

Occupation and salary of wife or husband ... ~'?~:3.€:'!'.~f.E: ................................. ... ............ . 

Number and ages of children ..... '.!.\h;f~.~- ....... ~Y;r'.~-~ .... ~- .Y.1:':3.~ .... .. rf.~.· .................... .. 

Dependents .. _rqur. ... .. ... . To what extent?. -~~~i_r~_ly_ ........ Relationship . !3:1:l<l. ~?;_~?,ren 

Have you any constitutional disorder or physical disability? ... NO ....... .. . ... . ... .... ... .. .............. . 

(The Committee on Fellowships reserves the right to require a full physical examination.) 

Education 

One official transcript of your college and university records together with fo1ir copies must be submitted with your 
application. (Copies may be typed by the applicant.) 

College 

University 

Professional 
or technical 

Special study 

Name of Institution Period of Study 
(Give dates) 

Degrees, Diplomas, 
Certificates 

( Give dates) 

Significant extra-curricular activities .. . I .. re.Ve .. s.pen..~ -~ S.~Y-~J;'-~i .. Y~~r.s. _j,1;1_ . $.~\1-P.Yi_q.g. th~ ..... 

private instruction. 



Experience 

Give record chronologically. 

Institution or Organization 
Hall Johnson Choir 

Address 

Warner Bros , 
Position 

Soloist 
Inclusive Dates 

] 930- 32 

Annual 
Salary 
No record 

No record 

.$ 100. . . p e r r.k . 

. Fr.ee. l ance .. Concer.ti ~ing .. U . . S.A . .... ........ .... _$9_],.9.:t,~:t:; .. .. l ~~q -:-~O ....... l'.J"o .. r .ecord 

Accomplishments 
. . . . . . The Societ y for Professional 

1. Of what learned, sc1ent1fic, or art1st1c soc1et1es are you a member ? . ....... .. . ........ : .. .......... . ..... . 
Musicians 

...... AC?~.<?!'.~. ~9.~; ~-r ................... ... .. ... ... ... .. .. ............ ....... ... ...... ....... ... . . 
2. _What research or creative work have you done? (If in business or a profession, give evidence of standing and 
achievements.) 

. ... . . .. ...................................... . .. .. .. ... . . .......................... . .. . .... . .. . ...... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
3. Publications (Books and articles. Give title, date, and publisher.) .. . ... ... ..... . ..... .. ... .. ........... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · • ......... ' .................. . .... . . . . . . . ... . . . ... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4. List scholarships or fellowships you have previously held or now hold, stating in each case the places and periods 
of tenure, the studies pursued during your incumbency, and the amounts of the stipends. 

One hundred dollars from Thyne Istitute to be applied on one years 
.............................. . ............. ...... -· ..................................... . ... ........ . 

• tuition at Knoxville College in p reparation for a B. S . degree . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

A Rosenwald Foundation award of twelve hundred dol l a rs for vocal ....................................... . .. . ......... . .. ' ...... . ... . . .. . . . .................. . ... ... ... . 

and musical studies. 



Budget Estimate 

Room and board . . . .. . . . ... ... .. . ... ... . . 1, . l20.0 -.~ oo 
Clothing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~-00_. 0Q 

Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ~.Q9.•. QQ 

Tuition ...... . .. . . . .... . . . ..... . . .. . . . . 

Transportation ... .. ......... . . .. . .. . ... . 

Miscellaneous . ... . ... . . .. .... . .. . ... · . .. . 

' ... . . .. ... .. ........ ... . . . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . 

Total amount needed 

Amount applicant can provide 

Amount requested from Fund 

1040.00 
100.00 

100.00 

$ .. . .. .. .. . . . 

2'790 .00 $ . . .. . ...... . 

$ .. u_nc_e r _-~a in 

Clip ( do not paste) 
photograph here 

If you have applied or expect to apply elsewhere for any fellowship for the same period (which is permissible) state 
the facts regarding such application . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' ... . .. . .. . .. . . ... . ... .. ... . . .. . ...... ' ........ . . . . . ... . . . . . .... . ... . ... . 

References 

List references from whom confidential information may be obtained concerning your professional qualifications and 
from whom expert opinion may be obtained as to the value and practicability of your proposed plan of work. 

;tii, Name of Reference Position Address 

Va. __ _1?~~ __ F ~- _W~-~-~'?~ ___ __ .. ______ _ Director . 'rhyne _ Jnst.i t :ut~, .. C:l1.as.e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ........ . 
Birk sh ire Hot el · . 

Ci t 'y , ,., 
... M.r- .. 9.arr.oll. Eo.llis.ter .. . .. 
.. Mr • . J ame s H. Hub~r•t .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . .. . . . . ... . . . . . 

. . . Accomp.ani s.t -:-c.oach . 

.. E_:,s~_cu_t~ Y.~. _s ~_qr~ t ~ ~j 

c./ o .. J ... H. •. . Thoma s . .. N .. .Y. •. C 
N. Y. Urban Le ar e 

ity 

y .. ~0.2. W • .136 .. S.t •. . . . .Y. •. Ci t 
Nationa l Music League I Director . ~. _Mr .~ .•- .-!\ru:i~. 9~. _f~olYnea.ux ... - · -9- -E. - -5-9 ·St-.- · N·.-Y..- C .• · - . .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 

__ -~A~~-•- . ~~i_th __ Q:_a,, q ~n,zl _ . . .. .. _ . . .V oic.e . __ t e_~~h~.r .. . .. . . . l.71 .. E .•.. 7.,1 .. St.re.e t ... N. Y , 

Statement of Plan of Work 

Submit a statement giving detailed plans for your work during the tenure of your fellowship. This statement should 
include: ( I ) a full description of the project, including its character, scope, and significance; (2) the present state 
of the project (time of commencement, progress to date, etc.) and expectation as to completion; (3) the proposed 
university, institution of similar grade, or other place where work would be carried on, and the authorities with 
whom it would be done; ( 4) your expectation as to publication or use of the results of your study; (5) subsequent 
plans for your career. 

Your plan of work should be complete and carefully prepared. Submit six copies typed on 8 ½" x 11" paper. Your 
name should be on each sheet. 

SIGNATURE.ct~. Ch-~.~········· · ··· ··· ··· · · . .. . . . 

. C. 



KNOXVILLE COLLEGE 
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 

Official Transcript of the Record of ................. !~·.~ .... -!.~!~.~.~ .. !!~.~J.~.~.0 ... ~.<?.~~!..1? ..................................................................................... . 

Address ................................................................... 262 . IJeca tur .. Stree.t .1 .. orookl1.n.1 .. New .. 1 ork ...................................................... . 

I. Attendance : Admitted ............ ~):~.~.~~P.-........................................................................ Class 

Attended ....... F rom ... ~.~.t,>~.~ ... J:~..1 ....... 19 .. ?.~. to ... .-~!~v . ... ~Q.1 ......... 19.?.~. Graduated ....... :::::: ................ 19 ...... Degree ....... :-.:: .......... . 

II. Present Status ............ J~ .. g.'?.~ .. :'?.~:·.1.~~?.~!)-·g ·······················•·······•········································································································· 

III. Entrance Credits from : (1 ) ........... 1l:~.ne .. ... ',,.it~., ... Y'.ireinifi ............................................................... . 

(2) .................................... ······················· ············· ......... ············-······ (3) ············· ..................................................................................... . 

Subject Units \ Source Subject \ Units Source Subject Units Source Subject \ Units Source 

English ····-···· -·-··~·-·-•-----,, Spanish ...... ................ ··-·---11 

Algebra --······ -··· 2 ··-·· ···········-······· German ...... ··-·--·-·-____ ,, 

Geometry ·-·· .....•. Jc ...... ·-··············-History ...... _ . ..£ ....... ···-··---····· Physiography 
. . .1. Trigonometry ·····-·-·---·--.....-,, C1v1cs -······ ·····•-2-•-•I---- Cm!. Subjects .. ___ , ---11 ----------------- ________ , ___ _ 

Latin -·--_ ..... .3_. Physics ·- ··· ··-],··--·'---- Home Econ . •... --·-··--·· -·---11 ---1··-··-·····-·-·· 

FTench . Chemistry .. ....... .. . . .. . Manual 'fr . .... ·-· ··-·- Total 15 ·---·--------··· ••• ---- - --- . --- --- ------

How Admitted ..................... P. ... cer tif i Cu tion ............................... Conditions ...... ~9!!-.~ ......................................................................... . 
IV. College Credits: 

Hours per Wk. 
No. 

Quarter Grades Credit 
Catalog Number Descriptive Titles I I Winter I Spring \ Summer 

in 
Rec. • Lab. Wks. Fall Qr. Hrs. 

lJ:::6- 27 
Cher:iistry 6 Cener!il 3 2 56 B B A 15 
1nglish 1 h.hetoric ·ind T ,;er.ies 5 24 B B - 10 
1,1.•, ther:ia tics [ , 5 Co ... lege hlgebra ; Tri gonor:ie try 5 24 C - B 10 
Speech 1 i'11blic S_tJeaking 2 24 A A - 4 
Cernan I Eler:ienb.!) J~r-r:ian 5 24 - B B 10 

1927- 28 • 
• sy cholo!?Y 1 G~ner::.1 Is:>, choloit.Y 5 12 B - - 5 
,i"foer.1-a.tics 5 11.null tic Geor.1etrJ 5 1~ D - - 5 
Gerr.i•m II Int _rr:1ec. ia tr- Ger,.mn 5 24 D B - 10 
Speech 2 t'ub.1i c Speaking 2 12 C - - r: 

C,her.iistIJ 7 t<u;ili ta ti ve c .. eaistr:; 3 2 24 - C B 10 
.rnglish 2 1:,nglish Literature 5 24 - B B 10 
f.eligion 1 New I eE t:..._icn t Liter '.i ture 5 12 - - B 5 

j 

Total Credits Secured ..... 4.9 ... Qr..! . ..1.t:r.~.! ... Number Credits Required for Graduation.J~.<? ... ~r..: .... 1:4.'.~.~ .. 

Grading System; Letter .......... Passing grade A-D; Average passing grade C. 

This t ranscript issued ... H / i / 1.Q ... t9 .. :!!t.! .. fl.Q~§.J,:~.... . ...... . ................ ......... Dean 



flclal ~~an cr1pt ~£ 

l . 

... ---
1 . 

1 · 1 • .ntr n~o 

(2) _ __________ <~>-----------------

tt - By n Condi 1on , • ono _ .... 
a: 

• ,,,.. . 
2 35 ... 15 v 

5 24 j B - 10 ,. 24 0 - 10 J "' 
l 2 24 '~ 

5 ~·· ... r.1: .. B 10 

l C. 12 B - 5 
5 5 1 &., D .. 

n 5 24 - 10 
l - 0 

24 - C .I!. 
r>4 .. l.O - C .. - - ... ., 

l ' 



KNOXVILLE COLLEGE 
Knoxville Tenne ssee 

Official Tr anscr ipt of t he Re cor d of _ _.;;..M~r_.~J~arn.;;;;;;.;e~s;,.._;W~i~l~l~i~am=_B_o~w.:.;...;..e~r~s ____ _ 

Addr es s. ___ ______________ ~2~6~2:...=D~e~c~a~t~u~r:.....;S~t~r~e~e~t~B~'k_l_yn11.=~•~N_.~Y_._ 

1. Attendance: Admitted. ___ -=F~r~e~s~hnt:=.;a~n=-=-__________ _;C~l~a~s~s~ 

Attended _ _ _ Fr om Sept . 15 , 1926 t o May 30 1 1928 Graduated-==--Degree.:.:._ 

11. Present Status _ _:;;;I~n;.-s.g~o~o~d----'s_t~a~n~d~i=n~g..._ __________________ _ 

111 . Entrance Credit s from: (1 ) Thyne I n stitute , Chase Ci t y, Va. 
(2) ____________ (::..;3...:.,) ______________ _ 

Sub.iect Onits Sour ce Sub.iect Units Source Subiect Units Source 
English 4 Spanish Biolo£Zv 
Algebr a 2 German General Sc . 1 
Geometrv 1 Historv 2 Cml . Sub • . . 
Tr i£?:onome ttr:v Civics ½ Home Eco n . 
La t in 3 Phvsics 1 Manual T tr . 
Fr ench Chemistr, Phvsiogr aphv 

Ari t hmetj C * Total 15 

How admitted By certification Conditions None 
;......~..1,1, _ ___;;;..;;..;;~.;...;..;;.;..;..::;.;.__.;..;..:~--- --- ------------------

1 V College Credits: • 
Hr s per Wk . No . Quarter Grades Cr edit 

Catalog Number Descrintive Titles Rec . Lab . Wks . Fall win Sur . :-5um. Q_r. Hrf 
1926- 27 

Chemist ry 6 General Chemistry 3 2 36 B B A 15 
English 1 Rhetoric & Themes 5 24 B B - 10 
Mat hematics 2 , 3 College Al gebra ; 5 24 C - B 10 

Tr i gonometry I 

Speech 1 Public Speaking 2 24 A A 4 
German Element a r y German 5 24 - B B 10 

1927- 28 
Psychol ogy 1 General Psychol ogy 5 12 B - - 5 Math ematics 5 Anal ytic Geometr y 5 12 D - - 5 German 11 Intermediate Ger man 5 24 D B - 10 
Speech 2 Public Speaki ng 2 12 C - - 2 Chemist r y 7 Qual itative ChemisDr o-3 2 24 - I g B 10 
English 2 English Literature 5 24 - B 10 
Religion 1 New Testament 5 12 - I - B 5 

Literature .. ~' 

Tot a l Credits Secur ed 96 Qr . Hr s . Number Credits Required for Grad .l86 Q~ Hz 
Gr ading System; Lett er _ _ ~_Passi ng gr ade A- D; Aver age passing gr ade C. 
Thi s transcrip t issued 12/2/40 to Mr. Bower s (Signed ) H. Li ston __ Dean 



HOTEL 
IOI 58 th Jtr-eet central park • • • new york 

February 24t h , 1941 

Mr. George M. Reynol ds , 
4_901 Elli s Avenue , 
Chica~o , Ill . 

My dear Mr . Reynolds : 

The enclosed blank and reouest for a r epor t and 
recommendat ion on t he application of Vvilliam Bowers 
for a Rosenwald Fellowship only r eached me ver y r ecently 
after having been forw~rded and re- forwar ded across the 
country whi l e I have been away on a trip to California 

~{and back by way of Florida . I am di stressed that this 
• unfortunate delay has made me so late in r eturning t he 

r eport to you for your cons ideration, but I s i ncerely 
. hop that it i s still in time to be av ailable to your .V c ittee in wei ghing t he merits of Mr . Bowers anolica-. t,N~ i on fo r a Fellowship grant . 

If there is anythi ng furthe r t hAt you might wish 
to inquire from me, in r egard t o this matter, I shall be 
happy to be of whatev er assi stance I can . Any communica-
tion will be forwarded t o me most dir ectly , i n case I am 
on tour , if you will address me in c are of Mr . ,Tohn Charles 
Thomas , Hot el Berkshire , 21 East 52nd St ., New York Citv, 
from which h i s secr et ar y will forward it to me wher f:lver 
I happen to b e at the t i me . 

I trust that the information I hav e given i n my 
repor t concerning Mr . Bowers is satisfactory, and I sin-
c~er ely hopa you may find it possibl~ and desirable to 
gr ant his a!)nlica tion for a FellovJShip . I am sure that 
he wi ll do his utmof'. t to r rov e worthy of it. 

Bcs~ectf ully yours , 

c (V(fl rJ--tf ,~tJt 
Carrol l Folli~ter 


	di_rf_395_6_0001
	di_rf_395_6_0002
	di_rf_395_6_0003
	di_rf_395_6_0004
	di_rf_395_6_0005
	di_rf_395_6_0006
	di_rf_395_6_0006b
	di_rf_395_6_0006c
	di_rf_395_6_0007
	di_rf_395_6_0008
	di_rf_395_6_0008b
	di_rf_395_6_0009
	di_rf_395_6_0010
	di_rf_395_6_0011
	di_rf_395_6_0011b
	di_rf_395_6_0011c
	di_rf_395_6_0011d
	di_rf_395_6_0012
	di_rf_395_6_0013
	di_rf_395_6_0014
	di_rf_395_6_0015
	di_rf_395_6_0016
	di_rf_395_6_0017
	di_rf_395_6_0018
	di_rf_395_6_0019
	di_rf_395_6_0020
	di_rf_395_6_0021
	di_rf_395_6_0022
	di_rf_395_6_0023
	di_rf_395_6_0024
	di_rf_395_6_0025
	di_rf_395_6_0026
	di_rf_395_6_0027
	di_rf_395_6_0028
	di_rf_395_6_0029
	di_rf_395_6_0030
	di_rf_395_6_0031
	di_rf_395_6_0032
	di_rf_395_6_0033
	di_rf_395_6_0034
	di_rf_395_6_0034b
	di_rf_395_6_0034c
	di_rf_395_6_0034d
	di_rf_395_6_0035
	di_rf_395_6_0036
	di_rf_395_6_0036b
	di_rf_395_6_0037
	di_rf_395_6_0037b
	di_rf_395_6_0037c
	di_rf_395_6_0038



