November 21, 1934

Dear Dr. Cocking: Tou will recsll that the Genersl
Fducstlon bHoard agreed togrteke over
tie Jullus Hodegwsld Tund®s obligation for the [Vocstional
Shop Supervisor Rhrough tie end of the fifth y if the . |
state needad 8 81d the last yeur anc if the te : :
superintendent would make reguest of the Genersl Moucstion wl
Boarde If your staste is still cerrying om this work the
present year and qualifies for the aid, will you please
write Mr. Jackson Dsvis requesting thet al¢ be givem for
1954=35 - one-fourth thi total cost up to but not to ex-
ceed $825..

I shall be glad to hear from you
in regard to this.

Siacerely,
SLSsch | 4

Dre Walter Cocking <SRy
State Departuent of Lducubioa _ K
Hashville, Tennessee . d

ece to ¥r. Fd. Turer
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Dezr Supt. Houstons On August 22 I hed & letter from Mr, J., L. White
Attorney, athﬁagauwofauufnd'ﬂl!
D. C. CROWDER AKD THE DECATUR COLORED SCHOOL BUILDING®, As we desl
directly through the te snd county public school officisls, I em gi
my snswer through you and sending Mr. Fhite a copy. i

The Julius Rosenwsld Fund hes given ald st four
different times toward the construction of buildings for the Decaturville
Negro school, Decatur County, Temnessee, - & three-teacher school building
(£900,00), & two-room addition for vocetional work (§400.00), & teachers
home (§900,00), =nd snother two-room sdditlon to the building (£3500,00).
Peyment by the Fund in esch case wos mede through the Stete Deportment of
Education. I am giving you the detzils of esch sepsrately for your
informstion, ;

l. In August 1924 an spplication weps filed for aid
for the erection of a three-teacher consolidated Negro school at Decaturville,
signed by P. L. Harned, Comulssioner of Fducation, snd O, H, Bernaerd, Stete.
Agent. This applicstion was approved by me as Director of the Southemn
0ffice of the Julius Romenwald Fund, In October 1924, these same officizls
filed an inspection report showiang the totel cost of the bullding to be
$5,7128, the contributions being as follows: §1,000 from the stete 2id fund
for consolidation of schools; $600,00 from the County Bosrd of Hducs
$3,225 from pubiic subsecriptions; end $800,00 from the Julius Rosemwsld
The signed epplication from the State Department of Eduestion stated thet
the building wes belng ersct-d on o four sers site deeded to the County Board
of Lduestion in fee simple, and that st lesst two other public Negro schools
were being consolidsted with this sehool, which would ouslify it to recelve
stete sid for comsolidstion.

2. In Hey 1927 sn spplication was filed for sid toward
the tullding of two additional sepsrate rooms st t/is achool (one to be used
for the boys' industries end the other for the girls' industries). This
spplication snd also the inspection report wes signed by P. L. Herned, Com-
ulssioner of Fducstlon, end Q. H. Bernerd, Stete Agemt, showing that the cost
of the two sdditionsl rooms wss §1,955, contributions towsrd this total cost
being =s follows: $385,00 by the County Bosrd of Educstion; §375.00 by the
Genersl Eduestion Boerd for ecuipment, pxid through the State Department of
Bduc-tion; $3525.00 by white friends; ‘sm.oowml s of the community;
and §400,00 by the Julius Rosemweld Fuand. = Na . ' >
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' 8. In October 19528 the Julius
Rogenunld Fund gave &ld toward the construection of enother two room
addition to the Decotur Coumty Treining Schools The reported eost of
this addition was §1,540, contributiona belng mede c# follows: §390,00
by the County Board of Fducation; £3500,00 the General Edusetion Board,
through the Stete Deperiment of Eduestion; $5850.00 by white friends;
$200,00 in lsbor by the Negroes of the comsunity; end £500,00 by the
Julius Rogenssld Fund, ey

4. In September 1925 spplicstion and
ingpection reports were aigned by P, L. Harned, Commissloner of Fduestlon,
and 0. He Bernard, Utete Agent, for eild tossrd the construction of & teachers
home at the Deestur County Training Sehool for Hegroes. On this applica=
tion it wee stated thuat the slte for thls building wes deeded to the County
Borrd of Education, and that the totel cost wep §2,000, contributed sa
follows: §1,100 by the Negroes of the cosmunity; and $800,00 by the Julius
Rogenwald Fund, This grant fros the Jullus Rosenweld Fund was reguested by
the prineipsl snd publie school suthoritles for the huilding of & teschers
hone to tske care of all the teachers of the school and waz Lo he & psrt of
the public school plsnt. Under the pollicy of the Fund, 214 could not have
been siven to erect s teschers home to be omned by the prineipel or teachers,

The sbove stetement 1 taken [rom our
records on file in tils office., If you should need photostot eoples of
these appliestions and inapection reports me ern furnlsh them to you om
request.

The totsl cost of the four projects,
mentioned sbove, wss $11,220, contributions beln; zsde ss followss §2,325
from publie sehool funds, state snd loeal; §6875,00 by the Genersl Educstion
Board, through the State Depsrtment of Hduestion; §675.00 by white friends;
$5,045 by the Negroes of the comsunity (essh, lsbor snd meterdsls); and §2,500
by the Jullus Rosensuld Fund. Other eontributions toward sdditlonsl esulp=
_ ment, not ineluded in this report, were msde by the Gener:l Fduestion Borrd
snd the Slster Fund; but we do not tave & definite sceount of these in our
records. They cxn be secured torough the State Depsriment of Edueatlon,

In giving eid toward the econstruction of
5,357 Hegro school buildings in fifteen southern states of the Jouth, the
Julius Rosenwsld Fund hes alesys resulred that the lrnd on which the bulldings
were erscted be desded to the publle sehool suthorities snd thet the bulldinge
be uassd for Negro publie sehools. Almost without exeepiion the Negroes have
contributed generously towsrd the construction of these bulldings, ineluding
eash, lebor, lsnd snd ssterisl, Ia faet, totel gontridutions rave been
grester than the grants from the Jullus Rosen ' :
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Supt. Houstonse-

first ense, so for es I keow, in vhich & Begro prineipsl or tescher, who
sponsored the raising of funde in order to qualify for nid from the Juliue
Rosenwald Fund, bus undertaken legal action to teke possession of the
school tuilding or teschers home =5 his own personsl property.

You should heve no diffieculty in holding
all these buildings ss publie school property to be uced by the Negroes of
that community, since sll the money contributed by the Julios Rosenwald Pund,
the Genersl Iduestion Bosrd snd the Jtate Departmsnt of Fiuestion was saked
for sud glven on condition that the property would belong to the publie
school suthorities snd be used as & Negro publie school,

8ince the comtributions by the Jullus
Rosenwnld Fund were made through the Stcte Depsrtment of Xduestion towsrd
the construction of these bulldings, with the definite understending thst
the buildinga belong to the publie achool authorities, owned snd opersted
Just ss other public schools, we could not teke prrt as s defemdent in the
suit, It would seem thet the County Bourd of Educetion would be the sole
defendent, I cannot see how say court eould fail to glve judgement in
favor of the defense in this cage.

Sincerely yours,

I8 o AT

Pireetor for BEcuthern Office ,

Supt, Keanle K. Houston
Decaturville, Tennesses

CC: Hr. Je Lo White

13!
|
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Decaturville,

J. L. WHITE N >

Aug 22, 1936,

Mr. Smith,
Nashville, l‘enn.

Dear Sir:-

IN RE D C CROWDER and the DECATURVILLE COLOREDI§CHﬂOL EH
SRS [ —— e

You remember that I in compeny with the County Supt and M

Members of the Board of Educetion, and Mr Tabner of the Department
of Education, called upon you some three weeks egao and discussed
this matter with you, anda sought certein information from you.

This negro has now filed his bill, and I am enclosing
you a copy of the same, also & copy of hils deed.

Now as you 211 have funds in this bullding, snd have
supplied it with equipment etec, and mede many valueble contri-
butions to this School, thought that you might desire to help
defend this sult, and be msde partles thereto.

T shall be glad to heer from you or your Attorney
and know whaet position you all desire to take if any in this
matter. I

I heve got to enswer the bill, or demurer to 1t one
on or before the 1lst Monday 1n Sept.

Thanking you for anyg information or advise you may see

fir to give, I am, Yours truly,




September 1, 1936

Dear My, Whites You will find attached copy of & leiter

I hsve written to County Superintendent
Houston im emswer to your letier to which wa:s attached a
eoyy of the bill filed in Chancery Coutts Doubtless you
will not need more then this informafilon in order to show
that the buildings were erected for public sciiwol property,
but if you do we shall gladly furanish you phetosiat copies
of applications &nd inspection reportse I am sure that the
State Depertment of Educatlon would also furnish you photostat
ecoples of detailed applicaliony signed by the county superine
tendent, stating thet the iznd was deeded in fee simple to
the County Board of Educations

Sincerely yoursy

SLOSHT

rs Je Lo ¥hite
Decaturville, Tennessee
e A S LA

:;'-‘-,_I S . "
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Levi Young & John White For and in consideration
Tc Beed
of the sum of One Hundred
Trustees for Decaturville colored

T, 513ty five Dollars in
School
— hand paid, the receipt

of which is hereby acknowledged, WE, Levi Young and
John White, have this dey bargained and sold and by

These Presents cdo hereby transfer and convey unt o
the said Will Scctt, Lee Welch, John Dixon, CarrYarbor

and Bert Wallace as Trustees for the Decaturville
Colored school, Theilr Successors and assigns a certain
tract mfixx or parcel of land being situated in the 4t

Civil district of Decatur County, Tenn,, and bounded
as follows to Wit:
One tract beginning on the N, E. corner of The
Marth G risseno land Runs Thence west North 14 poles
to J. P. Houston S. B. L. to a stake; Thence west 18

poles with the sald Houston S, B , L, to a stake; Thomee
black gum polnters, ThenceS South 20 poles to a rock
it being the N.E, Corner of a tract of lgnd in the

Name of Elijah Stout; Thence East 12 poles to a rock
Thence North 6 poles to a stake thence East & poles to
thebeginning containing some 2*&-acrea.

One other tract in the same County and district
beginningat the N.,E.Cs of the Marth G risseno land
runs t hence South6 pcles to a stake; Thence west 2
poles to a rock; ThenceS outh8 poles to the road
Running from W.F. Pratts Ginn to t he colored grove
yard; Thence East 2% poles withs aid road to a stake;

Thence North 14 poles to 5 stake thence west 2% poles
to the beginning.

One othex Track in the same dilstrict and County
aforesaid beg inning at theN. E, Corner of t he Marth
Grissenoc lgnd t hence South 6 poles to a stake; Thence
west 2 poles; Thence South 8 poles to ther road le,ding
to the colored Grove yard; Thence west wit h said Road

6 poles t o a stake, thence in a North Eéﬁtarn direction
10 poles more or less t o a rock The South east Corner of



tract No , Thence Nort h with tract > 1, 6 poles to a stake

Thence East with tract No 1, 6 poles to the beginning the three
tracts all beginning at the same corn-er and being jJoined
tog ether in one t ract' or body con tains four acres be the
same More or less.
To hav e and hold the sald ¢t heee t r acts or parcels of
land tog ether with all the appurt enence, estate, t itle
and inter est heret ¢ belonging to the aforesald Trustees for

4l he Colored School of Decaturv ille T ennessee as aforesaid Will

Scott, Lee Welch, John Dixon, Carr Yar bro and Bebt Wallace,
trustees their successors and assigns for ever, We do covenant

th the said Will Scott, LeeW elch, John Dixon, Carr Yarbro
d Bert Wallace that we are lawfully selzed and possessedof saild

and in fee simple have & good right to convey it and t hat
hesame 1s unincumbered.
We do futher covenant and bind ourselves, our heirs and

epresentatives to warrent and forever defend the title to

ald land teo the said Will Scott, Lee Welch, John Dixon, Carr
Yarbro and Bert Wallace,Their Successors and assigns against

the lawful ﬁlaims of gll perscns whomsoever Witness hands
This Julth 1924 , TLev i Young

John white
Dalsy te
State of #Pennessee
Decatur Count oy Personally sppeared before me E,C, Kennedy

B Notary Public in an 4 for said Coun t 'y and State afore said
t he within N amed Levi Young & wldower and John White t he

or wit h whom I am Per sonallyaecq uvainted and who
mowledg ed that 'they execut ted tthe wit hin Instrumen ti. for

purpcse ther in contained andD aisy Whit e wife of t he saild

t e having appeared before me privat ely and apart from

14 husband, the sald Dalsy White acknowledged the execution of
thin instrument t o have been done by her freely voluntarely

erstandingly without compulsion or constrant from her said

and for the purposees therein contained.

ss my hand and offiecial Seal at 0ffiee 1n DecaturvilleT ennessec
This July 8" 1904,  E*C. Kennedy,Jr Notary Public

State of Tennessee c
Decatur County Register Office July 10 1924 I Mrs.

Mit'tie Tate Reg ister for said county eemtify ﬁpnt the foregoing
Du d and cer t ificat ‘e are recorded in;saidlérfiec in book No 31




Page 168 were recelved July 9 1924 at 9 _30 A, M,
EXTXXRX entered in note book f page 183 ,

lMrs. Nattie Tate, Reg.
by Maude Dunivent D, pty.
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF DECATUR COUNTY, TENNESSEL,

DeC+CROWDER,a resident citizen of

Decatur County, Tennessee, complalnant,
VSe

1, George Brooks, an individual resident No.

citizen of Decstur County, Tennessee,

Members of the County Board of Education, to wit:

2. John S,Pratt, Scotts Hill

" Ba 0.L.Duncan, Decaturville

4, B,B.,Keeton, Bath Springs

S5¢ Will Smith, Decaturville

6e Walter Mills, Parsons

7. Jasper Quinn, Parsons and W.B,Townsend

8. Kennie Houston, County Superintendent

2+ The County of Decatur

10, Will Scott, Decaturville

11, Lee Welsh, Decaturville, All defendants

being resident citizens of Decatur County,

Nt St S S Sl St Nl Sl S Wl Vs gt Wt Nl St Nt Nl S St M Nt Vot N et e et St g S’ i Sl Nl N et

Tennessee,

To the Honorﬁble Tom C, Rye, Chancellor, holding the
Chencery Court at Decaturville for Decatur County, Tennessee,
Complainant would respectfully show to the court,

I

That in the year 1924 he came to the town of Decaturville
and found it to be & good location for the development of an
agricultural and industrial schocl for negroes, patterned on
a small scale after the negro school at Tuskegee, Alabama.

He was intimetely acqualnted with the founder of the Tuskegeo
inatitution, Booker T, Washington, and with other members of
his faculty and conceived the idea of establishing a similar
school at Decaturville. ke

At that time there was located at Decaturville a kind of
schoolhouse for negroeé consisting of a very dilapigatad building




unfavorably located and of a very inconsequential value,

Complainant selected the location at a place just outside
of the town limits of Decaturville and on property which is
now bounded by Highway €69 on the east, and on the south by
residential property, which complainant later acquired for
his residence, and on the west by Highway #00,and on the
north by property which once belonged to J.P.Houston, and
also touching the property which was once owned by R.Smith
as a gin site, The property he acquired had for some time
been held by certain negroes, to wit: Elijah Stout, Martha
Grissom, Levl Young, Arlist Young, and John White, Complainant
bought and paid for it the total sum of (325,00, One of the
deeds complainant had made out to Will Scott, Lee Welsh,John
Dixon,Carr Yarbro, andBert Wallace, as trustees., This deed
executed by Levl Young, John White, and Dalsy White on July 8,
1924, is recorded in the Reglster's 0fflce of Decatur County,
Tennesseeé, in Book 31, page 168, and a certified copy of
gsame will be filed on or before the hearing and the same made
a part of this bill, Reference 1s made to same for a descrip-
tion of the property.

Complainant pald the entire consideration for this
property, and the sald trustees in the deed took and held the
title for him, All the trustees are now deceased except
Will Scott and Lee Welsh,

Complainant acquired title to some other small tracts,
the Elijah Stout tract and the Martha Grissom tract, but he
fears that the deeds have been lost, probably in the Court-
house fire, However, the property is well known in its present
outlines, and complainant has been in possession of said
property, in full contrel thereof, and in adversse and continueus
and uninterrupted possession from the year 1924 until the

summar of 1934, a period of more than nine years, On this




property he constructed four buildings, to wit: a main

building at a cost of $3,000,00, and second, an agricultural
building at a cost of $1,200,00, and third, & teachersi home

at a cost of £1,400,00, and a Home Economics building at a

cost of $1,280,00, These bulldings were constructed through

the efforts and with the funds of the complainant, Except

as followss He, through his own efforts and by his own per-
sistence, took up with the secretary of the Julius Rosenwald
Fund for Colored Education in the South the matter of assisting
complainant in building up of his instptution and was able to
secure from the Fund the sum of $1,200,00 which went into the
construction under the sole direction of the complainant, In
this way, the complainant had acquired and built from the very
ground up a very desirable plant or set of bulldings for educa=-
tional work among negroas and successfully buillt the institution
both from the standpoint of its physicalplant and the interest
in the negro patrons thereof until he had an institution of which
the entire neighborhoecd was Jjustly proud,

Complainant gives a full meed of praise for the co-operation,
sympathy and understanding of the good white people of Decatur-
ville and Decatur County that were quick to see and realilze
the advantages of this work, and the County Board of Education,
through its Chairman, Secretary, and its members, proposed to
and did co=-operate fully with him in this way. Theretofore
a negro school had been half-heartedlyrun in a dilapidated
building. The Baord of Education proposed to complainant that
if he would take over the running of the public school in con=-
nection with his own school, that he would be permitted to have
charge of the public featuresof the school, and his teachers
would be paid from the public funds, which eide would hgve
gone to the sorry negro. school in the dilapidated building.
This arrangement was perfectly satisfactory to all parties, and



it was followed throughout the years until a new membagship
composed the Board, and & FPharaoh arose 1ln Egypt who lnew
not Joseph,

Complainant secured from Naahvilie & teacher in the person
of Ceorge Brooks who had specialized in the teaching of agri-
culture, and instelled him as such teacher in complainant's
school, permitting him to use the teachers' home as his residence
so that in the year 1934 George Erooks was living in the teacherss®
home in this way. At the meeting of the School Board in 1934,
George Brooks was elected as principal of the negro public school
of Decaturville, and from this, erroneously assumed that he was
in full charge of the entire institution that belonged to com=
plaingnt, He continued to use all the buildings and to use the
home and has done so for the past two years, The County of
Decatur, acting through its County Board of Education, has
treated the institution and the grounds and plant that belonged
to complainant as if they were merely one of the public schools
and has deprived complainant of possession and use of his property
for the past two years, But for their use of this property, the
County Board of Education and Decatur County would have had to
rent or construct thelr own school bullding, As 1t 1s, they have
got the benefit of the buildings of the complainant,

During these two years, complainant has suffered the loss
of his property., Complainant was extremely loath to bring about
any kind of disturbance in negro school matters, This @ccounts
in large measure for his not asserting his rights at onece.

Complainant regrets very much the necessity of bringing
this suit, He had hoped that a solution would have been reached
without its necessity, for he is sincerely ambitious of pro-
moting the interest of his institution, His own home adjolnk:
the institution, and it consists of a conslderable acreage of



ground which would prove very sultable for use in conneectlon
with agricultural education, He believes that he has an ldeal
set-up for a school, and it is for thils reason that he continued
to hope that the present County Board of Education would again
see fit to co-operate with him, DNow he must realize that they
propose, in effect, to literally striphhim and deprive him of

a valuable property on the mere theory that they have control
over & negro public school, They seem unable to grasp the true
situstion, which is that at Decaturville, the County Board of
Education has, in faet, no building for a negro public school
and has, for the past several years, been provided with a

ten thousand dollar plant and has been saved the expense of
providing their own building, The Board of Educationand the
County of Decatur has no title whatever to this property end

no rights thereto, and the sole rights therein are in the com-
plainant, and he has been unlawfully and unwarrantedly deprived
of the possession thereof from the summer of 1934 through the
present, and he will sue for the possession of this property

and for its reasonable rental value,

Premises considered, complainant prays
I
That process issue and be s erved on the defendents
requiring them and each of them to appear and answer this bill;
but not on oath, as the oath 1s walved,
IT
That complainant recover possession o? the property
and be put in immediate possession thereof by order of this
court, and that he recover from the defendants the full,
fair, and reasonable rental value thereof from July 1934,



until the date they surrender possession, That the court
compel by the proper process the issuance by the County Board
and Superintendent of Education of a warrant for the payment
of any sum decreed herein, _

That complainant have all other relief, general and
particular, as shown by the hearing he may appear entitled,

III :
Complainant demands a jury to try the issues in this case,
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D. C. Crowder versus George Brooks et al, Docket No., 1518 Decatur County Chancery.
‘l-h

The deposition of Mr, S. L. Smith taken in his office on this the tenth day
of November 19836, by agreement of parties. The deposition is teken before liss
Elizabeth McBerry, Notary Public of Davidson County, Tennessee, and teken in short=
hand by Mrs, Marian Tippit. Present: Honorable Henry Fisher, Solicitor for the
compleinant, and E, C, Kennedy, Colicitor for the defendants. All formalities as to
captions, etc. are waived as well as certificatess It is further agreed that the
stenographer, Mrs, Tippit, will transcribe the testimony and either deliver the same
to the Solicitor or mail the same to Mrs, Nellle Donovan, Clerk and Master at
Decaturville, Decatur County, Tennessees The first witness after belng duly sworn
deposes as follows:

1, You will please state your name, place of residence and profession or
occupation,

As S. L, Smith, residence 1218 17th Avenue South, Nashville, Tennessee,
Director of the Nashville Office of the Julius Rosenwald Fund,

2. How long have you occupled this position?
As Since June 10, 1920,

8. At any time in 1924 did your office maske any contribution to a colored
school building located in Decaturville, Decatur County, Tennessee?

A. Yes, we aided on a three~teacher school building.

4. Does your record give the date that application wes filed with this office?
A+ August 1924 the application was recelved,

5. Under your system or organisation from whom do these applications come?

A, They come through the state departments of education to us.

8. Do you or not have certain blanks upon which these applications are
filed?

As We have regular blanks.
7. Do you have in your files the originel spplicetions as filed?
A« We do.
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11.

A.
12,

13,

14.

15,

A.

16,

A,

This originel blank I presume is a permanent record in your office
and cannot be let out?

They ere originals and a2 copy is usually on file in the stete depart
ment of education.

Will you have prepared photostat copies of the original blank and file
as Exhibit A?

I will,

Does or not the original application show the contemplated cost of the
building as well as indicete or show the sources from which the funds
for the building is to be furnished or raised?

It does.

After this applicetion blank ie received, who if anyone has the right or
power to approve the same?

I have,

Now after the application blanks are received and approved what is the
next procesdure?

They are authorized to go ahesd with plans and complete the building,
and when it 1s completed they file an inspection report showing that
the bullding hes been completed according to the plans and again list
the contributions which may be a little more or a little less, This
inspection report is signed and comes through the state department of
education, and 1if it is approved we O. K, it and issue check in payment
of the Fund's obligation to the state department of education,

In relation to the Decaturville School was the inspection report filed
with you and approved?

Yes.

Will you have prepared & photostat copy of this inspectlon report and
file as Exhibit B?

I will,

I see listed about midway of the page certain items and figures, the
first one being $1,600. Will you state what that is or what that
represents?

It represents $1,600 contributed by the Negroes.

Exception by We H. Fisher: "The record speaks for itself.®

How much did the Julius Roseawald Fund supply for the erection of this
three-teacher school?

$900,00 for the first building.



17.

A.

A.

19,

A
235,
A.

A.

£5.
A.

What are the requirements by the Julius Rosenwald Fund before they
will appropriate fundas for a school bullding of this character?

The first requirement has always been that the land be deeded to the
public school suthorities, and second that the building be erected
on the plan approved by the state department of education end the
Julius Rosenweld Fund snd completed in aecordance with the plan,

Does or not the Julius Rosenwald Fund erect an entire building or
does there hsve to be other revenue?

We pay only & paert of it, The average over the years has been about
16 per cent. In this case it was more than 16 per cent. At that
time we were giving $900.00 toward the total cost of a three-teacher
school, ineluding the land and equipment.

Is or not the Jullus Rosenwsld Fund permitted at any time to use or
divert Rosenwald funds for the erection of a private owned or private
claimed school building?

Not in the case of the publiec school building program,

Now was another application lster filed for another building erected
at the colored school et Decaturville?

Applicstion wes filed September 28, 1925 for ald of $900.00 toward a
teachers home,

Does or not this application show what school, if any, this teachers
home was to be connected with?

The Decaturville School.

Was or not certain aid granted by that application by the Julius
Rosenwald Fund?

Yes $900.00.
On what date?
s‘pt“b‘r ”’ 1885,

Does or not that application show to whom the land upon which that
building was to be erected was deeded?

Bxception by W. H. Fisher: ®The record will speak for itself.”

In the application for a teechers home which is built as a part of
the public school plant we do not repeat that the land is to be
deeded to the public school authorities, but this 1a speclfied in
the regulations furnished school officisls as & basis for filing
application.

How much land does it say?

Seven zcres of land.



26.

A.
27.
A,

A

A.
51.

A.

A.
33.

s & »

Could or not or would or not the Julius Rosenwald Fund have contributed
any amount to building a private home on this property or a home of the
proprietor of a school other than opersted by the county school
authorities.

No we werd not permitted to under our regulations,

Was the finsal inspection report of this project filed with your office
later? ;

It was filed ot the same time the spplicetion was filed,September 28,
1925, |

Will you have prepared photostat coples of both the application and the
inspection blanks filed as Exhibit C?

I will,

Mr. Smith, you spoke of copies of your rules and regulations which were
mailed to the state departments of education. Do you have any in your
office?

Yes.

Will you procure a copy of these regulations and have same filed as
Exhibit D?

I will,

Was there or not at & later date another appliestion filed with your
department for further aid to the Decatur County Training School?

There was an application filed for a two-room shop, &s an addition to
the Decatur County Training School, This was approved on May 10, 1027
for $400.00 aid by the Julius Rosenwald Fund,

Was this application approved.

It was approved on May 10, 1927.

How much if anything did the Julius Rosenwald Fund donate to this
project?

$400.00. {
Was this check passed through the state department of education?
It was issued to the state department of education,

Could or not under the rules and regulations of your organiszationg
this money have been applied to €t this school as a private institution?

It could not under our regulations.
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¥ill you also have a photostat copy of both this application and
inspection report prepered and filed as Exhibit E?

I will,

Was there or not yet asnother application filed for aid through the
Julius Rosenwald Fund on about October,1920?

On October 18, 1929 there was another application for a two-room
addition to the Decetur County Training School and the inspection
report approved QOctober 22, 1929 for $800.00, and check issued to
the state department of education.

Could this appropriation have been made for the purpose of erecting
a building of this character on private owned property?

It could not under our regulations.

Will you have prepared photostat coples of both this application and
inspection report and file as Exhibit F.

I will.

After the completion of these buildings by aid of the Julius Rosenwald
Fund does the foundation have any further connection with the buildings.

We do not #s they are owned and controlled by the public school
authorities just as other public schools.

Then your aid is purely snd truly a philanthropic gift?
Yes.

For what race of people is this Fund?

In the school building program for the Negroes.

After the compdetion of these buildings was or is not this office
furnished with pictures of these buildings?

We have kodak pictures of the buildings submitted by the State Agent.

Were pictures furnished you by the State Agent for these various
buildings?

Yes.
Will you procure end file &s Bihibit G. pictures of these various

buildings to which your institution has contributed funds in connection
with the Decatur County Training School?

I will.
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You spoke of the State Agent who made the final inspection of the
buildings, furnishing these pictures. What place in the educational
system is that sgent connected with?

He 1s in charge of the state department of education's progrmm of
education for Negroes and at that time looked after the building
of Negro schools to which our Fund gave aid. All applications were

signed by the State Agent and by the state superintendent or com-
missioner of education,

Under the rules and regulations are you permitted to appropriate any
funds from the Julius Rosenwald Fund until after the final inspection
report has been filed with your department signed by both the stste
superintendent of publie instruction and the State Agent of Negro
Schools.

On all the schools we have bullt the applicationsand inspection
reports have been signed by the State Agent and State Superintendent
of Public Instruction,

About how meny school buildings in the South has the Julius Rosenwald
Fund helped to build?

§, 557 in fifteen southern states.

Qut of this 5,000 odd Negro school buildings have or not any of them
been private owned or private operated institutions?

This number I have mentioned - 5,557 - have been public schools.

For what purpose was the Julius Rosenwald Fund grant apecifically made
to the Decatur County Training School?

For aid toward building and equipping the Negro publie school bulldings
at Decaturville.

I believe these funds were originally funds approprizted by Julius
ham“.ld.

The Julius Rosenwald Fund was endowed or incorporated in October,
1927 by Julius Rosenwald under the laws of Illinois for the well-being
of mankind.

Have you at any time discussed this school or this plant with the
then principal D, C. Crwoder, complainant?

A number of times.
Have you or not also visited this plant?
Yes I have been there more than once.

In these personal conversations or visits to this institution has
Professor Crowder intimated that it was & private owned institution?
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I will ask you if he did or not represent to you or indicate that
it was county owned property.

Yes. That was the way it was represented to me.

Cross examination by W. H, Fisher:

What kind of an institution is the Julius Rosenwsld Fund?

A philanthropic organization.

Organized in what way?

Organized or incorporated under the laws of Illinois.

It is then an Illinois organisation with its charter speecifying

its power and purposes.

Yes.

You in your position are not the determining factor in the disburse-
ment of funds are you?

Only those that are alloted for distribution under my direction for
specific purposes by the Board of Trustees.

The purposes and powers of the corporation would be better known
aend shown by its charter than by any other way would it mnot?

Only in a general way, but specific appropristions are made by the
Board of Trustees for various purposes, stating the conditions in
each case.

The Board of Trustees expresses its actions in resolutions I take 1t?
Yes.

Such resolutions would be the best evidence of the purposes of this
foundation would it not?

The resolutions appropriating money frequently are authorizations to
the officers or executive committee 'hov allocate to aspecific projects.
Who actually issues the checks?

At the present time checks are signed by the Comptroller and the

President of the Fund. When we were engaged in the building program
the checks were at first signed by the Treasurer of the Fund, made
payable to the State Department of Education and sent through the
Southern 0ffice, but later on in the program they were signed by me

as Director of the Southern Office and countersigned by the Gonptnlltr
in the Southern Office.
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The Julius Rosenwald Fund and its officers make no effort to acquire
title to any real estate or property?

We do not.

Were the several exhibits representing application and inspection
reports made by you?

The blank forms were made by this office, furnished to the state
departments of education who filled in and signed the blanks or
reports and returned them to this office in duplicate.

I am not interested in the blank forms but the executed forms
representing informative matter.

The information on these forms was made out by the state department
of education officials.

Do you have anything to do with the gathering of the information?
No. We trust this to the state departments of education,
Do you personally know truth or error stated in these reports?

No, only in so far as we have faith in the accuracy in the state
department of education,

For instance, in the first applicetion for the three-teacher bullding
where it is stated that the property is deeded to the county board of
education, this report dated August 1, 1924, do you know whether that
is true?

Not from my own personal knowledge, but I saw a report made out to the
state department of education which, I think, gave the reglastration
number of the deed.

You could in no way vouch for the correctness of these statements?

I believe them but could not personnally vouch for their accuracy.

Do you now know that the statement in the first application is in error?
I do not.

Do you know who paid for this real estate?

I do not.

Do you know whether it was pald for?

I only know that they claimed to have the deed made out to the public
school authorities.
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The question of the deed had best be left to the courts rather
than to these records?

I suppose that should be left with the courts.
Your title.

Director for the Southern Office of the Julius Rosenwald Fund at present.
At the time these buildings were erected I was general field agent.

And that is for the southern states in which you have erected over 5,000

buildings, end for that resson you could not know all the facts about
the bulldings?

We had to take the word of the state departments of education.

The Julius Rosenwald Fund is mesnt to be a philanthropic organization
and to foster a certein type of education rather than to direct 1t?

It is.

Such institution is not necessarily as exacting about titles eand rights
as would be an institution out for profit or for protection of its
property rather than the distribution of funds?

I couldn't say that is true., Wherever we have given aid for the -
erection of public schools for Negroes it has been a definite requirement
that the property be deeded to the public school authorities.

You required no abstract of title?
We left that to the county and state educational officials.

A strictly business corporation would haerdly do that would they Mr. Smith,
for instance the L. and N. Railroad?

I can't say. Our aid is a gift to the public school suthorities on
condition that the land is deeded to the public sechool authorities.
We had to trust them.

Would you authorize an appropriation if found to be a private owned
school?

We have given specisl grants to private owned colleges through an order
of the Board of Trustees, but in our public school building program of

the South through this office the buildings aided are all publie
property.

Do you ever survey the lands upon which these buildings were erected?
Noe

You spoke of your understanding thet the property was in the public,
That was your honest impression was 1t?

Yes., based on the reports of the state and eouu&?h?rficialga
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Is that on what it is basged?
Yes.

If they had made a mistake in their reports to you would your institution
have any way of reclaiming its funds, or desire to do?

I do not reeall that we have had a case of this kind to go before us,

When your funds are once given you have no desire or purpose to
reclaim them?

That is true.

If they were given on a mistake would that be true, nevertheless?

We would expect the officlals to make the necessary correction,

Would your institution be in position to accept a refund of the donation
Af it appeared that some individual contributed far more than your
institution if put on an accounting basis?

That matter would be left to the public school authorities as our gift
was given toward the construction of a public building.

You have no designs to deprive an individual of his rights?

We do not deal with individual, only with officials in these school
Minz'.

You say you have seen the bulldings at this school?

I have seen two or three of them.

Now to sum up the purposes, plans and powers of the Julius Hosenwald
Fund which are set forth in a charter, that would be the best evidence
of such. Is that correct?

The charter gives the Board of Trustees certain powers and the operation
is under a board of trustees, executive committee and officers that
handle the funds.

The charter is in writing?

It is on record.

The action of the Board of Trustees iz slso a record?

Yes,

The purposes of this instution are directed from the charter and the
Board of Trustees?

Yes and the officers who are given certain duties snd authorities. In
the South I have been in charge of erecting public schools, Our budget
is appropriated annually by the Doard of Trusteess -
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This Board of Trustees set forth the purposes in which you are to
work?

Yes generally set forth, but might be a little different from year
to year.

Now the Exhibit G you file is the printed sheet printed by you?
Yes, with the approval of the Julius Fosenwald Fund Board of Trustees.
Examination by Mr, Kemnedy:

Mr. Smith is the plan for distribution of aid for building rural school-
houges year beginning July 1, 1925 and ending June 50, 1926, one of the
original sheets,which you testified on direct examination, furnished to
all the superintendents of publie instruction or state commissioners of
education, county superintendents, ete., giving directions as to how
Rosenwald funds were to be distributeds

Yes.
Now do these change from year to year?

There might be changes from year to year in which case the State Agents
and Superintendents were notified.

Will you procure, if possible, one of these sheets for each year
beginning July 1, 1924 and extending to 1930, which covers the bulldings
in question and file them sz exhibits.

I will,

On cross-examination, I believe you sald that the Board of Trustees
for the Julius Rogenwald Fund allocated these funds for specifie purposes
did you not?

Yes.

NHow while these funds were being given to aid Negro schools of the South,
who handled these allocations and budgets after the same were made up by
the Board of Trustees.

In this office, through me as director.

After these allocations were made and budgets set up, did or not the
Board of Trustees have any further to do with the expenditure of these
funds.

I was authorized to go ahead under the general plan set forth and at the
end of the year an auditor audited these funds to see that they were
distributed as appropriated.

Did the Board of Trustees have anything to do with the distribution of
these funds other than to heve them audited at the end of the year,
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They gave me authority to go ahead with the programe I flled with
them reports on evvery buildiag, together with reports $howing how
the funds were distributed.

I see these application blanks were signed by P. L. Harned as well
as the inspection blank. Now who was Pe L. Harned?

P+ L. Harned was Commisslioner of Education to whom the checks were
sent to pay the Fund's obligation for Negro schoolss

Is he living or dead?
He is now living in Nashville.

They are also signed by Mr, Bernard. What connection dld he have with
these buildings?

Mre. Bernard was State Agent of Negro Schools in the State Department
of Education and promoted the school building program for Negroes,

but had no authority to sign checks which was left to the Commissioner
of Education,

Was or not Mir, Bernard really the field man for Negro schools?

He was,

Is he living?

He is dead,

Re-Cross Examination by Mr, Fisher:

You spoke of having examined the deed in connection with these
matterss Do you have the deed?

I think I said I did not examine the deed but recalled seeing a report
from the State Departuwent of Bducation giving the mumber of the deed.

Do you recall the number?
I do nots You can get this from the State Department of Education.
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