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Deor Bu_pt. Hoaston: 011 .Augu~t t2 I lu!d e letter 1'roll Mr. 1. t. hi te. 
Attorney., attechine a corrr ot a bill filed •DI U 

D. C. Cliu~DER AUD THE DICATUftVI!.J,,l't COWRfD SC.HOO!. .B:JILDiiiG• • As e deel 
direct4" throu,h tho et tc ~d county public school offici&le, I u g1Ying 
my naw-er thron.b yot.t end sending llr. hi t.e a copy. 

The Jullu.s Rosen~eld und h s ive.n aid ct tour 
di t!erant taa~ tot:t.rd th• construction of bulloL"lgs for the Deesturville 
Megro echool, DeCb.t.ur County, Te~e see, - a three-te cher school buildin, 
(1900. 00), ti t-,r;o-rooa addition for vocational ,ork (e400. 00), s tea.chert 
home ( 900. 00) • end another two-room ~~tiou to tr.e buildinc (t5oo. oo) . 
P yaGnt by the Fund in esch catle w.· !l de t.hrou~ the St• t.e ! e-n· rtment or 
£dut'&t ion. I u i;irlfli yo.i the detc11 • of ~ch e~r1 tely for rour 
inf'orac:tion. 

l. In At1t,-.uat 1924 an application~ 9 filed for ald 
tor th erection of c three-tefteher consolid.,,ted N~ school at Deetit.uMille, 
signed by ? . L. u~ med, C'Ommiasfoncr or .fduc tion, ~na o. H. Bern rd, Stc.tei. 
Agent. This applicaU.on as approved b;r ae ae Directo1· of the Southern 
Office of the Juliua Ronenwald Fund. I::i October 19t•, theee esaae o.tficl la 
filed en inspection ro rt sbo: luu t.hc tote.l c.>st of the building to be 
$6.7J26, the <:ontributio.ns beine c.o folloii's: tl,000 tro the au.to e.1.d fund 
to1 consolldation of schools; tsoo.oo troa the County Bo rd of duc~tionJ 
$5,£25 from ubllc sub criptlon•; end f900. 00 from the Julius Rosenm.ld f nd. 
The sih'tled ~pplicotion troa the St,1.te cparbll£nt of t4\lcstion st.,ted tnnt 
the building s bein"' erect d on l\ tour ere eite deeded to the Cou.t:1t.y Bonrd 
of lldue3.tfon in tee sil:lple, and t.hs.t t lo. st t-, oth£r p-,.btic ftegro "'Chools 
•ere being consolidated rlth t ·is echool, ~hicb trould u~tif7 it to rec~ive 
att.to l\id for consoLidetion. 

• 
2. In 11!:7 1927 &n e.P}>licatio:a &s filed for aid to■c.rd 

the wildine of t •o :;ddition 1 1:ep&rate rooas st t Js school (one to be used 
ro~ the boys• industries end the other for the gtrla' industries). Thie 
applicat!on end al.&0 the i~speetion report Y.nti 1gned ~ P. r.. . ll.,rne4, Cos­
ai.es1¢ner of Education, Eind o. ll. Bern'!l'd, Cwte Ag6.tlt , cllorln t t the CO"'t 
ot the two trdditton rooas es ft , 955, contributiono toYrerd this t()tal cost 
being rui f'ollo tn 1555. 00 by the County Bo .. rd o! Educ tion; !75.00 by the 
Gener l Educ1:Jtion Bo£.rd tor <:quipmreit, p id thro!lgh the St te Dep rutent of 
!due Uon; f525.00 by T!hite !riendsJ t,520.00 l,r the Niroes or tl!e c..>mmUnity; 
and t40o.oo by the Julius Roecn, t1ld Fund. 

t 
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lloeen "'ta l".:nd l •Ye uld to11,;rd tli conet.n ct1on· ot e.notbr-r t.-o rooa 
addition to t,be Decctur County Trclnine ehool. • Tho repo?·td. coot. or 
tM.s itddt.tion rm~ l , M0, contr11:1 .. tto!'Ht being •do ee fi)llo?1111 $590. 00 
~ the County oonrd of f..duwtion; e~oo.oo by the Gc.ln•r. l · t:duc t1<ln fto· ro, 
tnroush the St t.• Dcp,.l'rtctnt or £d1.1e t1<:u1 f 350. 00 by 'flbi t.e ! rl nd•; 
f~oo. oo 1n 1 bw.r by tb~ Nc,•r oc:s ot the c0t1t1uni tl"I and t,300. 00 by the 
Ju.Uue &eent1 ld Fund. 

•• I n Se_pt9bt-r 19::5 anpl1c .. t-ton "lld 
1nap11ction rey0rts we:-e signed by P. L . Hnrned, tos1adon~.r of t.d~c~t i.on, 
tmd o. H. 8--rnt rd, wt. ta I.gent, to?" tid to•~r tho con~trueti~n or a tMc r. 
home c.t th.!: Dec wr Courtty Tr clning Scbool for Mcgroeo. On this • ~plica­
t.ior. it wao i,tat.cd t.t t. tba o1 t.e Cot t l 1! buitd1n.; •ti• deeded to the Coi1nty 
& .rd o! tduc&t!.on, nd t.h«t th tot,.-1 co t. H.a ~2, 000, co:atrib:.ttcd &!' 

t'oUo••• ~1,100 b1 t.he Negroc.,s or t tlo cc ... ~unttn &nd $900. 00 by t.!l Ju U.ne 
Rosen,nld F·r.d. 1hio gr~nt fr~ the J ulita P.o~enw tc fun cs retiu~otcd bf 
t.ho priaciv l (ind ~ .. blic :ic.hool Guthor1 tle:s for th• ibul trlinr1 of Ii teach re 
ho t; to t. ke c ro ct 1:111 the te: chErs of th seh<iol .d a .,o p~rt. ot 
the: public .•cr.ool pl nt.. Un<.\o:- t.bc, ~Uty ot the •u!ld1 aid c~utd n'.;t. h ve 
been ivt;n to lir et t~i:c:1 ra uo~e to be or.:«:-d ri.r thn pr!ncip l or tee.ch ra. 

Tho nb:.lve t .tomr:n~ i~ taker. fro' our 
rec~rd i --,n ti l in t :is ot'i'ice. Ir ;ou .ould need n~oto~t.ct coplo~ of 
t.hcie ap;> Lic.,-:.lone , t<3. 1a.e;,eetion repor t! ~ c n .rurnl •h th~ • y:>u oc 
requ.ent . 

Th• tot l cost or th~ tour proJcets, 
i,en~ion~ •oove, wee 111,2ro, contl'tbat.1~:ie being ::.f!de ta f'oll.o,uu 2,525 
t ro~ ~~blic ~ctool r-~nds, st t & od loc~l; 8675. 00 b;f th Gen rt td,cttion 
Board, tbro~~h the $t t to Dep rtm nt o! Edue ~tonJ f67S.OO b7 ,hite tri~"lds; 
fS,046 by t.b• NosNes ot tbo C011)14Uni t.y ( Ct.Sb, l!.bor ~nd ~ 'Ler i lr;) J .ar.d 2, s.00 
by t he J ulia& Ro!l60rrul.r! Fend. Otber ecmtl'lbutlo: B to rd addit.1on•?. G ulp­
tu.int, not i notuded. in thia report, ser-o de by tho cnr.r- ",. Fduc· t1ou n rd 
tmd th ~!.t.t"r- ~-nd; bi.It ,., <io not vo e detin!.t.e eeou."lt. of the e tn ov.r 
recar~e. ?Ao7 c• n be !HtC -s-Gd t. rouah the Sta t.e n~p rt=ont or E'duc?tttcn . 

In ,1~1, ~!d to•~ tho conctT ,ct ion of 
51 357 ?iegro :seho:>l b.d.ldinga 1.n tifte n aoutl:'.orn at toe of t.h outb, t.?',• 
J uliua o.et-nu ld und ban alw""j' re uircd t.hut tno l r.1 on M.cb t he buildS,r: • 
•tr er~ctcd be d ed.~ to tn ~-1bl1 c se)·i ol ut.l:.-:)ritics r n"' th t t·lo butldi :.ge 
be uac-d !o~ ~f.iiro public ac~oola. Alooet ntbout exc ~tton ~ho ff•cr~e b ve 
cuntributcd e~ero.:a 7 tonrcl the conot~ct1cni or ttl!!ee building&, 1 cludlr~ 
Ctltlh, ltJ.bor, l ond 1snd tc'd l . I,\ f at, t'he!r t,.,t.,(1;1. c:mtr1bu .. ionf! ~e boen 
gre t.or tbnn the gr nt.a !ro tho J u iue Roaen,.>Bld una. But, t. is ie e 

/4/1 / ,.'l :.\ 
~J 
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tir~t c.-..ao, 1~f. ,.. a I lct!o•, in vbleb e ne.uro ·pr!.rieip;.l or ~cber, ~bo 
sponeorod t-o r bi.nu of funde ln. order to .ar.i.Uty for r:td from the J '-11 ~s 
f.os~n ~ ld Y--lltld, tw:s und•rtek.n legr:\ ectl..on to t.8lte .nseaeion or tbe 
echool ruilding or tet1cb~ra hot:• a his o~n porAOnP-1 p~o~ert.y. 

You ehoutd hcve no difficult7 in h~l.61n 
•11 tbc!'c. buitd1nnis ao p-Jbl.1c chool pro;ierty to be un$d VJ' tho Nearo s of 
t.htii t COIIC'J.ratt,,, alnce ell the ll:I.One,> r.ontrllxu.::cd 't-7 the J ulius V..o:..en1;eld l'u.nd, 
the Gen~ral tduc tion Bo rd t~e ~tr-tc Dc?rrtinent or f.d c~tton •as eoked 
tor -,nd nl.v~n <>U cond1tlon thrit the prop rt.7 l.Ot!ld hGlonl!' to the public 
ach;nl authuritl.& en ~ u,aed ee K•gro public scbi.>o\. 

8tn~o th~ contribution~ b] th lullus 
no3enwri.l-' ¥uttd lietre rs~o "t.h:rou .h the St ~t.e D ~rt.:I! r..t 01' Iduc t i.011 to r<l 
the conistruct1on of t.he!e .. 1ld1.og , ... 1th Ult, definite "Urtderatt-udin t.;.at. 
tho buildincra b&lonz t,Q tlle public school &utborlties, at.nod 1a.nd op r tld 
Junt flB ot.her pubU.c chvols, '1itl coa d not. t~ 1, .. rt sq a detend~t in the 
~uu,. It would eoe11 tJv:t tl1• Co:..nt, Bo•ru of £ducnt.fon •oi!ld be! tnc 30la 
d•fendtint. I c .nnot. ee bo~ ~nJ collrt. cou.i.d t• tl to glve ju~gut1nt. in 
!ftvor of the deteru1c in this c, ie. 

St.Silt 

SUpt . lezmi• t . H:,•1ato11 
Decsturv1lle, Ten.ne,eM 



Mr. Smith, 

• 

J . L. WHITE 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 

TELEPHONE 74-W 

)CV~~){. TENNESSEE 

neceturville, 

Aug 22, 1936. 

) 

Nashville, 'J.'enn . 

Dear Sir:-

IN RE D C CRO\lDER and the DECA TCRVILLE COLO ~ED SCH OL BM 

BUILDING . 

You remember that I in company with the County Supt and M 

Members of the Board of Education, and Mr Tabnar of the Department 

of Education , called upon you some three weeks agao and discussed 

this matter with you, and sought certain information from you. 

This negro has now filed his bill, and I am enclosing 

you a copy of the same, also a copy of his deed. 

Now as you all have funds 1n this building, and. have 

supplied it with equipment etc, and made many valuable contri­

butions to this School , thought that you might desire to help 

defend this suit, and. be ttllde parties thereto. 

I shall be glad to hear from you or your Attorney 

and know what position you all desire to take if any in this 

matter . 

I heve got to answer the bill, or demurer to it one 

on or before the 1st Monday in Sept. 

Thanki ng you for an~ information or advise you may see 

fir to give, I am, Yours truly, 

.. 



( I 
" 

Septembor l , 1936 

D" r :r-. : h to: Ycu w.:.11 r·!1,: attt.ched cop~· o~ a. le tcr 
I h.: ,; c r l t ten to C .mty Su er i.utondent 

n.✓u..:ton i:l t:ns.,er to your lm,tor to w 1.ch 'W' ~ a~L::1chcd a 
co y of the bill f' led .:.n Clwncer-1 C!:,u.tt. D i..btlecs y u 
wi_l nJt need ,:l.;rc then t .. ~s inform t:on .:.u order to .,:.cw 
th;i.t the built:::ngs ere erec· ed f0r p• blic i.cnool p.r·operty9 
but, if ;·au do 'IJO :;,hall glt:.dly fu:r 1lsh you photostct copies 
of e.ppl.:cat.:.. :m., Eimi inspect~ :, reports. I wn sU1·e t;1ut t'1e 
St to Dep0 rtr.:ent of Ed1.,ca ,~on vou.l<l alio furnl.,h 7ou phoGostat 
copie!.> of detailed applica tior.., s.:.gned b~ the c.)unty supcrin­
tend.ent, stttting th.t the l•nd was doeded in fee s!.:nple to 
the Cuuntt Bo .. ra of E.h1cution. 

Mr. J . L. Tfni to 
Decaturville, Tenne~see 

s.:.ncorely yours, 

) 
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Levi Young & John White For and in consideration 

To Deed 
of the sum of One Hundred 

Trustees for Decaturville color ed 
Sbty five Dollars in 

Sci.1001 
hand paid, the receipt 

of which is hereby acknowledged, WE, Levj.: Young and 

John .!/hi to, have this do.y bargained and sold and by 

These Presents do hereby transfer and convo unto 

the said \Till s~ctt , Lee Welch, John Dixon, CarrYarbor 

o.na Bert Wallace as Trustees for tho Decattrville 
Colvred school, Their Successors and assigns a certain 
tract~ or parcel of l and being situated in the 4t.J;h 

Civil district of Decatur Count y , Tenn., and bounded 

as follows to \.lt: 

One tract beginning on the N. E. corner of The 

Marth G risseno l and Runs Thence 1MAl:t. North 14 poles 

to J.P. Houston s. B. L. to a s tako ; Thence wee 18 

poles .:1th the said Houston s. B • L. to a stako; ~ 
black gum pointers, 'ThonceS South 2o poles to a. rock 
it being the N.E . Corner of a tract of land in the 

Name of Elijah Stout; Thence East 12 poles to a rock 

Thence North 6 pol es to a stake thence East 6 poles to 

thebeginnin~ containinr sone 2,t¼ acres . 

One other tract in tle same County and district 

beginningat the u.E.c. of t he Karth G risseno l and 

runs t hence South6 pol es to a stake; Thence west 2 

poles to a r ock; ThonceS outh8 poles to the road 

RunninG from W. F. Pratts Ginn tot he colored grove 

yard; Thence East 2~ poles withs aid road to a stake; 

Thence North 14 ~oles to a stake thence west 2½ pol es 

to the beginni ng . 

One othor Tr ack in the same district and County 

aforesaid beg inning e.t the}· . E. Corner of t he Marth 

Griaseno l and thence South 6 poles to a stake; Thence 

west 2 poles; Thence South 8 poles to ther road l e8 d1ng 

to the colored Grove yard; Thence west with said Road 

6 pol es to a stake , thence in a •orth Eastern direction 

10 poles _,.,ore or less t o a rock The South eas t Cor ner of 



' -
/ 

tract No I Thence North with tract ) 1, a po1es to a stake 

Thence East with tract No 1, 6 poles to the beginning t he t hree 

tract s all beginning at the sama corn er and being joined 

tog ether in one t ra.ct ol'"' body eon tains .four acres be the 

same More or le-ss. 

To have and hold the sai d th.Beet r acts or pa.rcal.s ot 

land tog ether~ with all the appurtenance, estate, t i tle 

nd i nter est heret o belonging to the a foresaid Trustees for 

the Colored School of Decaturville Tennessee a s afor6said Will 

ott, Lee Welch, John Dixon, Carr Yar bro and Be~t Wallace, 

stces their successors and assigns for ever , We do covenant 

said Wi ll Scott, Leew elch, John Dixon, Carr Yarbro 

Wallace that we are lawfully seized and possessedof said 

fee simple haven good right to convey it an4 that 

is unincumbered. 

We do futher covenant and bind ourselves, our heirs and 

epr esentatives to warrent and forever defend the title to 

aid land to tho said Will Scott, Lee Welch, John Dixon , Carr 

Yarbro and Bert Wallace,Their Successors and assigns against 

the lawf~l glaims of all p~rsons whomsoever Witness hands 

Thia Jul y8 t 1924 • Lev i Young 
John white 
Daisy White 

..t']1ennessee 
Count -y Personally appeared before me E.c. Kennecly 

Notary Public i n and for s e.id County a.n4 State afore said 

t e within Named Lavi Young a widower and John White the 

ainor wit h whom I am Per sonallyacq uainted and who 

her 

The 

ed that they execut ,~d the wit hin Instrument fo~ 

in contained andD aisy White wife oft he said 

appeared before me privat &ly and apart from 

id husband, the said Dais'j' Vfu.ite acknowledged the execution ot 

t hin i ns trument to have been done by her freely vol untarely 

er s t andingl y without compulsion or constrant from her said 

and for the purposees therein contained. 

ess my hand and official Seal at Off iae i n DecaturvilleT ennessee 

July 8 th 1924. E•c . Kennedy,Jr Notary Publi c 

State of Tennessee 
Decatur County Register Offiee luly 10 1924 I Mrs. 

tie Tat-e Reg ist,w. for said eoun'lty certify that th.a :t."or-egoing 

ificat .e are recorded 1n ,said oftie• in book No 31 



. . .. 

Page 168 were received July 9 1924 at 9_ 30 A. M. 

Eex.BE entered in note book f page 183 . 

J'rs . I'attie Tate, Reg . 
by Maude Dunivant D. pty. 



IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF D~CATUR. ~OUNTY, TENNESSE8. 

D.C. CROHD .R , a resident citizen of 

Decatur County , Tennessee, complainant . 

vs. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) No . 

) 

1 . George Bro0ks , an individual resident 

citizen of Lecotur County, Tennessee . 
) ----

Members of the County Board of ,ducation, to wit: 

2 . Johns . Pratt , Scotts Hil l 

3 . O. L. Duncan, Decaturville 

4 , B,B. Keeton, Bath Springs 

5. Will Smith, Decaturvil le 

6 . V.alr.er Uil ls, Pa.rsonn 

7 . Jasper Quin!:" , J. arsons and w. B. Townsend 

8 . Kennie Houston, County Superintendent 

9 . The County of tecatur 

10. \",ill Scott , Decaturville 

11 . Lee V!elsr , Decaturvill e . All defendants 

being resident citizens of Decatur County , 

Tennessee . 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

To the Honorable Tom c. Rye , Chancellor, holding the 

Chancery Court at Decaturville for Decatur County, Tennessee, 

Complainant woul d respectfully show to the court . 

I 

That in the year 1924 he came to the town of Decaturville 

and found it to be a good location for the development of an 

agricultural and industria l school for negroos, patterned on 

a small scale after the negro school at Tuskegee , Alabama. 

He was intimetoly acquainted with the founder of the Tuskegeo 

institution, .Jooker T. r:ashin""ton , and with other members of 

his faculty and conceived the idea of establishing a similar 

school at Decatur ville. 

At that time there was locate, at Decaturville a kind of 

schoolhouse for negroes consisting of a very dilapidated building 



unfavorabl) located and of a very inconsequential value . 

Complainant selected the l ocation at a place just outside 

of the to\m lin::i ts of Decaturville and on property which is 

now bounded by Highway 69 on the eo.st , and on the south by 

residential proper t y, which co~plainant l ater acquired for 

hi s residence , and on the west by Highway &00 , and on the 

north by property which once belonged to J . P.Houston, and 

al so touching the proper ty which was once owned by R. Smith 

as a Gin site . The property he acquired had for some time 

been held by certain negroes , to wit: El ijah Stout , Martha 

Grissom, Levi Young, Arl ist Young , and John \lhite . Compl ainant 

bourht and paid for it the total sum of 325. oo . One of the 

deeds complainant had made out to Will Scott , Lee Wel sh, John 

Dixon, Ca.rr Yarbro , andBer t Wal lace , as trustees . This deed 

executed by Levi Young, John White , and Daisy WBtt te on July 8 , 

1924, is recorded in the Register's Office of Decatur County, 

Tennessee , in Book 31, page 168 , and a certified copy of 

same will be filed on or before the hearing and the same made 

a part of this bil l . Reference is made to same for a descr ip­

tion of the property. 

Complainant paid the entire consideration for t his 

property, and the said trustees in the deed took and hel d the 

titl e for him. All the trustees are now deceased except 

Will Scott and Lee Welsh. 

Compl ainant acquired title to some other sniall tracts , 

the Elijah Stout tract and the Martha Grissom tract , but he 

fear s that the deeds have been l ost , probably in the Court­

house fire . However , the property is ~ell known in its present 

outlines , and complainant has been in possession of said 

property, in full control thereof , and in adversse and continueus 

and uninterrupted posses~ion from the year 1924 until the 

su.mmar of 1934, a period of more than nine years . On this 



property he constructed four buildings , to wit: a main 

building at a cost of $3, 000 . 00, and second, an agricultural 

building at a cost of $1,200.00, and third, a teacher~! home 

at a cost of ~~1 , 400 . 00, and a Home Economics building at a 

cost of $1 1280.00. These buildi ngs were constructed through 

t he efforts and with the funds of the complainant . Except 

as follows: He , through his own efforts and by his own per­

sistence , took up with the secretary of the Julius Rosenwald 

Fund for Colored Education in the South the matter of assisting 

complainant in building up of his instttution and was abl e to 

secure from tho Fund the sum of $1 , 200. 00 which went into the 

construction under the sole direction of the complainant . In 

this way, the complainant had acquired and built from the very 

ground up a very desirabl e plant or set of buil din ~s for educa­

tional work a.mong ncgroas and successfully built the institution 

both from the standpoint of its physicalplant and t he interest 

in the negro patrons thereof until he had an institution of which 

the entire neighborhood was justly proud. 

Complainant gives a full meed of praise for the co- operation, 

sympathy and understanding of t he good white people of Decatur-

ville and Decatur County that were quick to see and realize 

the advantages of this work, and the County Board of Education, 

throu.'.'",h its Chair man, Secretary, and its members , proposed to 

and did co- operate fully with him in this way. Theretofore 

a negro school had been half- heartedlyrun in a dilapidated 

building. The Baord of Education proposed to complainant that 

if he would take over the running of the public school in con­

nection with his own school, that he woul d be permitted to have 

charge of the public featuresof t he school, and hi s teachers 

would be paid from t.he public funds , which eaie woul d have 

gone to the sorry ru,gro school in tho dilapidated building. 

This arrangement was perfectly satisfactory t o all parties , and 



it was followed t hrou&hout t he years until a new membership 

composed the Board, and a Pharaoh arose in Egypt who knew 

not Joseph. 

Complainant secured from Nashville a teacher in t he person 

of George Brooks who had specialized in the teachi~ of agri­

culture , and installed him as such teacher in complainant 's 

school, permitting him to use the teachers' home as his residence 

so that in t he year 1934 George Brooks was living in the teachers~ 

home in this way. At the meeting of the School Board in 1934, 

George ·rooks was elected as principal of the negro public school 

of Decaturville , and from t his , erroneously assumed that he was 

in full charge of the entire institution that bel onged to com­

plainant. He continued to use all the buildings and to use the 

home and has done so for t he past two years . The County of 

Decatur, acting through its County Board of Education, has 

treated the institution and the grounds and plant t hat belonged 

to complainant as if they were merely one of t he public schools 

and has deprived complainant of possession and use of his property 

for the past two years . But for their use of this proper ty, the 

County Board of Education and Decatur County would have had to 

rent or construct their own school building. As it is, they have 

got the benefit of the buildings of t he complainant . 

Duril'l6 these two years , complainant has suffered the loss 

of his property. Complainant was extremely loath to bring about 

any kind of disturbance in negro school matters . This • ccounts 

in large measure for his not asserting his rights at once . 

Complainant regrets very much the necessity of bringing 

t his suit . De had hoped that a solution would have been reached 

without its necessity, for he is sincerely ambitious of pro­

moting the interest of his institution. His own home adjoint 

the institution, and it consists of a considorablo acreage of 



ground which would prove very suitabl e for use in connection 

wi th agricultural education. He believes that he has nn ideal 

set- up for a school, and it is for this reason that he continued 

to hope that the present County Board of Education woul d again 

see fit to co- operate with him. Now he must realize thut they 

propose , in effect , to literally striphhim and deprive him of 

a valuable property on the mere theory that they have control 

over a negro public school. They seem unable to grasp the true 

situa tion, which is that at Decaturville, the County Board of 

Education has , in fact , no building for a negro public school 

and has , for the past several years , been provided with a 

ten thousand dollar pl ant and has been saved the expense of 

providing their own buil ding . The Boar d of Educationand the 

County of Decatur has no title whatever to this property and 

no ri~hts thereto, and the sol e rights ther ein are 1n the com­

pl ainant, and he has been unlawfully anc unwarrantedly deprived 

of the possession ther eof from the summer of 1934 through tho 

present , and he will sue for the possession of this property 

and for its reasonable rental valuo. 

Premises considered, compl ainant prays 

I 

That pr ocess i ssue and bes erved on the defendants 

requiring them and each of them to appear and answer this bill , 

but not on oath, as the oath is waived. 

II 

That complainant recover possession of the property 

and be put in immediate possession thereof by order of this 

court , and that he r ecover from the defendants the full, 

fair, and reasonable rental value thereof from Jul y 1934, 



until the date they surrender possession. That the court 

compel by the proper process the issuance by the County Board 

and Superintendent of Education of a warrant ·ror the payment 

of any sum decreed herein. 

That complainant have all other relief , general and 

particular, as shown by the hearing he may appear entitled. 

III 

Complainant demands a jury to try the issues in this case. 
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D. c. Crowd.er vereue George Brooke et al. Docket No. 1518 Decatur County Cbanc.ry. 

The deposition of Ur. s . L. S:lith taken in his office on this tho t enth day 

of November 19~, by' agrecent of partios. The deposition is to.ken before Miss 

Elizabeth McBerry, Not.6.17 Public of Davidson County, Tennessee, and taken in short­

hand by Mre. Marian Tippit. Present, Honorable Henry Fisher, Solicitor for the 

complainant, and!. c. Kennedy, t olicitor tor the defendants. ill tOl'llalitiea aa to 

oaptiona, etc. are waived as well as cert1f1catea. It 18 further agreed that the 

etenographer, Mrs. Tippit, will transcribe the testiaony and either deliver the same 

to the Solicitor or mail the sue to Urs. Nellie Donovan, Clerk and Maater at 

Decaturville, Decatur County, Tennessee, The first witnes:, after being du.J¥ sworn 

depos•s aa tollowa1 

l. You will please eu.te your name, place of reoidence ond p~ofeasion or 
occupation-

J.. s. L. Smith, reoidence l2l8 17th !venue South, Nashville, Tenn•aa••• 
Director or th& Nashville Office of the Julius Rosenwald Fund. 

I. How long have you occupied this position? 

A. Since June 10, 1920. 

a. J.t &Q1' time in l9h did your office make any contribution t o a colored 
eohool building located in Dccat urviU., Decatur Coun~, Tennessee? 

J.. Ye~, we aided on a three-teacher school building. 

'• Doea your record give tho date that application was filed with this office? 

J.. J.ugwst 1924 the ap~lication wae received. 

s. Under your e7atn or organisation f rom whoa do these applications come? 

.l. They come through the etate departments of education to us. 

e. Do you or not have certain bl anks upon which these applications are 
filed? 

A. We have regular blonks . 

7. Do you have in your files t he originel applications ac f1l edT 

.l. 1fe do. 
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8. This origlne.l blank I preG'UlUe is a per.nanent record in your office 
a-,a cannot be l at out? 

.l. They arv ori~iru.ls und a copy l s us'Ut'.lly on .fil e in tho at~te depe.rt­
ment of educat ion. 

9. Will you have prepared photostnt copies of the original blank and f ile 
as Exhibit A? 

10. Does or no~ t ha oritinal application show the cont•p1atod cost of the 
building as well ae indicete or show the aourcee from which the fund.a 
t or the building is to be furnished or raised? 

'• It does. 

ll • .lfter this application blank is received, who if aeyone bas the right or 
ponr to approve the same? 

'• I have. 

12. llow after the applice.tion blanks are received and approved what is the 
next proceedure? 

'• Tlwy are authorised t o go ahead with plans and complete the building, 
and when i t i s corapleted they f ile an inspection report showing that 
tho building hac been completed according to t he plans and again list 
the contributions which ~•Y be a lit tle more or a lit tle l•••• This 
in~pectiou repor~ is signed and comen through the stnto departeent ot 
education, and if it is approved•• o. K. it and issue check in payment 
of' the f'und 'a obli gation to the stnte dopnrtment of education. 

U. In relation to tbe Decaturville f chool was the inspection report filed 
1fi th :, ou and approved 1 

14. Will you have prepo.red a photosULt cvpy of this inspection report and 
file as Exhibit B? 

A. I will. 

15. I see l isted about midway of the page certain 1tema and f'igurea, the 
first one being $1 1600. Will you state what that is or what that 
represents? 

A. It represents $1,600 contributed by the Negroea. 

lxception by w. H. Fishers •The record speaks for itself',• 

16. How much did the Julius Rosenwal d Fund supply for the erection of this 
thre ... teaeher school? 

1. t900.00 tor the f i rst building. 
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17. What a r e the requirements by the Julius Rosenwald Fund before t he7 
will appropriate fWlds for a school buil ding of this character! 

,. The first requirement ha.a always been that t he l and be deeded to t he 
public school authorities, and second t hat t he building be erected 
on the plan approved by the state departaent of education and the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund and completed in accordance wi t h t he plan. 

18. Does or not t he Julius Rosenwald Fund erect an entire building or 
does t here have to be other revenue? 

•• We pay only a part ot it, 'the average over the years has been about 
16 per cent. In this case it was more t han 16 per cent. !t that 
time we were giving 1900.00 toward the total cost of a three-teacher 
school, including the land and equipment. 

19. Ia or not, the Julius Rosen-.ald .P'und permitted at any time to use or 
divert Rosenwald funds for the erection of a private 01fl'led or private 
claiaed school building! 

,. Not in the case of t he public school building prograa. 

20. Now was another application l eter filed for another building erected 
at the colored school et Decat urville! 

A. ! ppllcation waa filed September 28, 1925 for aid of $900.00 toward a 
teachers home. 

21. Does or not this application show what school, if any, t his teachers 
home was to be connected •~thf 

A. The Decaturville School. 

22. las or not cert ain aid granted by that application by the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund? 

!. Yes 1900.00. 

2S. On what date? 

,. September 28, 1925. 

2,. Does or not that applicat ion 9how to whom the land upon which t hat 
building was to be erected was deeded? 

Jxception by w. a. Fishera lt'fbe record will speak tor itselt.• 

,. In t he application for a t eachers ho•• which i a built as a part or 
the public school plant we do not r epeat t hat the land is to be 
deeded to t he public school authorities, but this is specified in 
t he r8i',llations furnished school officials as a basis for filing 
application. 

25. How mu.ch land does it say? 

,. Seven acres of land. 
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26. Could or not or would or not the Julius Rosenwald Fund h&ve cont ributed 

any amount to building a private home on this property ore. ho'1e ot the 
proprietor ot a school other than operated by the count y schooi 
authorities. 

A. No we weri not permitted to under our regulctions. 

27. Was the final inspection report of this project filed with 7our office 
later? 

A. I t was filed et the same ti~e the application waD filed,Septembei 28, 
~~- . 

• 
~. 111170u have pr epared phot ostat copies of both the application and t he 

inspection blanks filed as Exhibit CT 

A. I will. 

29. Mr. Saith, you spoke of copies of your rules end regul~t ions whi ch were 
aailed to the state departments of education. Do you hrtve any in your 
office? 

J.. Yes. 

SO. 1111 you procure a copy of these regulations and have same tiled as 
Exhibit D'l 

J.. I will. 

Sl, Was there or not at a later dAte ~mother application t iled with your 
department for further aid to the Decatur County Training School? 

1. There was an application t iled fore two-room ahop, as an addition to 
the Decatur County Training School. This waa approved on U~y 10, 1927 
tor 1400. 00 aid by the Julius Rosenwald Fund. 

32. Was this application R:)proved • 

.l. It was approved on Mq 10, 1927. 

53. Bow much 1.f anything di d the Julius Rosenwald Fund donAte to this 
proj ect? 

,. u oo.oo. 

M. Waa this check passed through the state department of education? 

.l. I t was issued to the state department of education. 

55. Could or not under the rules and regulations of your organia~t1on, 
t his money have been applied to ~ thie school as a private institution? 

A. It could not under our regulations. 
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S8. Will you also have a photostat copy of both this application and 
inspection report prepared and filed as Exhibit I? 

.l. I will. 

57. Was there or not yet another application filed for aid through the 
Julius Rosenwald .Fund on about October,1929? 

.l. On October 18, 1929 there was another application tor a two-room 
addition to t he Decatur County Tre.ining School and the inspection 
report approved October 22, 1929 tor tsoo.oo, and chect issued to 
the state department of education. 

58 . Could this appropriation have been made for the purpose of erecting 
a -building of t his character on private owned propertyT 

.l. It could not under our regulations . 

59. 1111 you have prepared photostat copies of both t his appllc~tion and 
inspection report and file as lxhibit r . 

.l. I will. 

,o . .ltter the completion of these buildings by aid of the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund does the foundation have any further connection nth the buildings • 

.l . Yte do not •a they are owned and controlled b1 the public school 
authorities just as other public schools. 

,1. Then your aid is purely and tru].y' a philanthropic gift? 

.l. Yes. 

42. For what race of people is this Fund? 

A. In t he school building progr8Jl t or the Negroes. 

,s. !ft er the compaetion of these wildinga was or is not t his office 
furnished nth pictures of t hese buildings? 

.l. le have kodak pictures of the buildings submitted by the State Agent • 

.U. iere picturea furnished ;you by the State Agent tor t hese various 
buildings? 

.l. Yes. 

,s. Will ;you procure and file as lllhibit G. pictures of these various 
buildines to which your institution has contributed funds 1n connection 
with the Decatur County Training School! 
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48. You apoke or the State A1ent who made the final inspection ot the 
buildings, tumishing these pictures. lb.at place 1n the educational 
system is that agent connected with? 

A. He 1s in charge of the 1tcte department ot education's progr'1lll of 
education for Negroes and at that ti.ine looked after the building 
of Negro schools to which our Fund gave aid. All applications were 
signed by the State Agent and by the state superintendent or com­
missioner ot education. 

47. Under the rules and regulations are you permitted to appropriate aey 
f'unds from t he Julius Rosen•ald Fund until after the final inspection 
report has been filed with your department signed by both the stete 
superintendent of public instruction and the State Agent of Negro 
Schools. 

~. On all the schools we have wilt the applicationsand inspection 
reports ba'V'e been signed by the State Agent and Sts.te Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. 

<ta, About how maey school buildings in the South hes the J ulius Rosenwald 
Fund helped to build? 

••· 6, S57 1n fifteen eouthern states. 

49. Out of thl.s ·5,000 odd Negro school buildings have or not any ot th• 
been private owned or private operated institutions, 

.A. This number I have mentioned - 5, 557 - have been public schools. 

50. lor what purpose ns the Julius Rosenwald Fund grant apeoif'1~ made 
to the Decatur County Training School? 

>.. for aid toward building and equipping t he Negro public school buildings 
at Decaturville. 

51. I welieve these funds were originally funds appropriated by J ulius 
Rosenwald. 

A. The Julius Rosen•ald Fund ,ras endowed or incorporated in October, 
l9rt by Julius Rosenwald under the lawe or Illinois for the well-being 
of mankind. 

52. Have you at any time discussed t his school or this plant with the 
~en principal D. c. Crwoder, complainant, 

.A. A number of times. 

53. Have you or not also visited this plant, 

A. Yea I have been there more than once. 

In these per sonal conversations or vi sit,-to t his instit4t!on hps 
Professor Crowder intimated that it was t private wned institution? 

I 
~~~ 
!'IQ~ 
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A. Ro. 

55. I will ask you if he did or not represent to you or indicate that 
it was county owned property-. 

.l . Yea. That was the way it was represented to me. 

56. Cross examination by w. H. Fishers 

l . Whnt kind of an institution i a the Julius Rosenwald 1''und? 

.l. A philanthropic organisation. 

2. Organised in what wa;rf 

A. Organised or incorpora ted Under the laws ot Illinois. 

S. It is then an Illinois organi1ation with ite charter specifying 
its power and purposes. 

A. Yea. 

•• You in your position are not the determining factor in the disburse­
men t of tunds are 7ou? 

A. Only those that are alloted tor distribution under ll!Y' direction for 
specific purposes by the Board of Truateee. 

5. The purposes and powers of the corporation would be bettPr known 
and shown by its clulrt"8r t han by any other wq would it not? 

.l. Onl.y in a general wq, but specific appropriations are l"!"de by the 
Board of Trustees for various purposes, stating the conditions in 
each case. 

8. The Board of Trustees expresses its actions in resolutions I take itT 

.l. Yes. 

7. Such resolutions would be the best evidence of tho purposes of t his 
toundation would it not? 

A. The resolut ions appropriating money trequentl.y' are authorizations to 
the officers or executive committee who alloe~te to specific projects. 

8. Who actually issues t he checks? 

A. At the present time checks are signed by the Comptroller and t he 
President ot the l'und. When we were engaged in the building program 
the checks were at first signed by the Tree.surer of the Fund, made 
pqable to the State Department 0£ Education and sent through the 
Southern Office, but later on in the program t hey were signed by' me 
as Director of the Southern Office and lcountersigJled bJ t he ~omptroller 
in the Southern Office. ,./ 

h \ 
11:~1 
!'lQ~ 
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9. The Julius Rosenwal d Fund and its officers make no effort to acquire 
title to an:r real estate or property? 

A. We do not. 

10. Were the several exhibits representing appli cstion and inspection 
reports made by you? 

A. Tb• bunk forms were made by this office, furnished to t he state 
departments of education who filled in and signed the blanks or 
reports and returned t bea to t his office in duplicate. 

ll. I aa not interested in the ble.nk forms but t he executed fol'llla 
representing 1nformntive matter. 

1. The infonw.tion on these forms 1'88 made out by the atate department 
of educat ion officials. 

12. Do you have anyth1ne to do with t he gathering of the information? 

A. lo. le trust this to the state departments of educat ion. 

US. Do you personally know truth or error ste t.ed in these reports? 

A. No, only in so far aa we hnve faith in the accuracy in the state 
department ot education. 

1,. ror instance, in the f irst applicntion t or the t hree-teacher building 
where it is stated that the property is deeded to the county board ot 
education, this report dated AuJUst l , 1924, do you know whether t hat 
i s true? 

.l. Bot from lfT own personal knowledge, but I aaw a report me.de out to t he 
stat e department of education which, I t hink, gave the registration 
number of the deed. 

15. You could in no way vouch for the correctness of these stnte111enta? 

.l. I believe them but could not personnally- vouch for t heir t\ccuracy. 

16. Do you now know that the statement in the first application i s in error? 

1 . I do not. 

17. Do you know who pai d for this real estate? 

! . I do not. 

18. Do you know whethor it was paid tor? 

A. I only know that they claimed to htive t he deed m!i.de out to the public 
ochool authorities. 



/ 

I 
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The question of the deed had best be left to the courts rather 
than to these records? 

I suppose that should be left with t he courts. 

Your title. 

Director for the Southern Office of the J ulius Rosenwald J'und at present. 
.lt the time t hese buildings were erected I was general field agent. 

21. And t hat is for the southern stAtea in which you have erected over 5,000 
buildings, end for that reason you could not know all the facts about 
the bu.1ldings? 

.l. We had to take t he word of t he state departments of education. 

22. The Julius Rosem:ald Fund is meant to be a philanthropic organization 
and to foster a certnin type of education rather t han to direct it? 

!. It is. 

25. Such institution is not necessarily as exacting about titles and rights 
as -ould be an insti tution out for profit or for protection of its 
property rather than t he distribution or funds? 

A. I couldn't say that i s true. Wherever we have given aid for the 
erection of public schools for Negroes it hes been a definite requirement 
that the property be deeded to the public school authorities. 

2'. You required no abstract of title? 

1. le left t hat to the county and state educational officials. 

25. A strictly business corporat ion •ould hardly do that would t hq Mr. Smith, 
for instance tbe L. and N. Railroad? 

A. I can•t say. Our aid is a lift to the public school authorities on 
condition that tbe land is deeded to the public school authorities. 
We had to trust thea. 

26. Would you authori se an appropriation if round to be a private owned 
school? 

A. le have given special grants to private owned colleges through an order 
of the Board of Tru.steH, but in our public school building program of 
the South through this office the buildings aided are all publi c 
property. • 

27. Do you ever survey t he lands upon which t hese buildings were erected? 

!. No. 

28. You spoke of your understanding th~t the--property ,as ip the public~ 
That was your honest impression was it? 

A. Yes., ba■ed on the reports ot the state iDd coun'tf officiala. 
I . _JU 
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29. Is that on what it is based? 

A. Yee. 

ao. If they hnd made a lllistake in their reports to you would 7our institution 
have an;r way of reclaiming its funds, or desire to do? 

A. I do not recall t hat we have had a case of this kind to go be!'ore us. 

Sl. When 7our f'unde are once given you have no dee1re or purpose to 
reclaim th•? 

A. That is true. 

S2. If they were given on a aistake would that be true, nevertheless? 

A. We would expect tbe officials to make the necessary' correction. 

ss. Would your instituti on be in positi on to accept a retund of the donation 
it it appeared that aom.e individual contributed far more than your 
institution if put on an accounting basis? 

'• That matter 'lfOuld be left to t he public school authorities as our gift 
waa given toward the construct lon o! a public building. 

M. You have no design• to deprive an individual of bis rights? 

A. We do not deal with individual, on~ with officials in these school 
buildinge. 

85. You say you have seen the buildings at t his school? 

A. I have seen two or three of tbea. 

18. Row to sua up the purposes, plans and ponra of the Julius ;fosenwald 
Fund which are set forth in a charter, that would be the beat evidence 
of au.ch. Ia that correct? 

A. The charter gives the Board of Trustees certain powers and the operatl on 
1e under a board of truateee, execut ive coamittff and officers that 
handle the f'und1. 

87. The charter ie in writing? 
• 

!. It is on record. 

sa. The action of the Board or Trustees i s also a record? 

89. The purpoBes of this inetutton are directed from t he char t er and t he 
Board of Trustees? r 

A. Yee and the of ficers who are given certain dutiee1 nd aut horit ies. In 
the South I have been in charge of erecting publ.ic ,.chools. Our budget 

·r:~ ia appropriated enmaelq by t he Doard of TrustH&f '.:/u 
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'°• This Board of Trustee, set forth the purposes in which you ar o to 
workT 

J.. Yea generally set forth, but might be a llttl.e different fror.i year 
to year. 

u. Mow the lxhibit G you f'ile is the printed eheet printed by yo11T 

A. Yee, wi th the approval of the Julius Rosenwald Fund Board of Trustees. 

4" . IDainati on b.r llr. lennedys 

l. Ir. Smith is the plan for distributi on ot aid for building rural achool­
houaea year beginning Juq l, 1925 and ending June so, 1926, one of the 
original sbeeta,which you testified on direct examination, furnished to 
all the superintendent, of public inatruction or state comaisaionere ot 
educati on, county superintendents, etc., giving directiono as to how 
Rosenwald tunde were to be distributed/ 

A. Yea. 

2. Bow do these change fro::i year to year? 

A. There might be changes .f'roo yeer to year in which case the State Agents 
and Superintendent s were not ified. 

s. Will you procure, if poaaible, one of these sheets for each year 
be£1nni ng J'uly l, 1924 and extending to 19!0, which covers the buildings 
in question and file thell aa ahibite. 

4. On oroe.-.xuu.nation, I belleve you &aid that the Board of Trustee• 
for tho Julius Rosenwald Fund allocated these funds tor specific purpose, 
did you not! 

s. How while t hose funds were being given to aid Negro schools or t he South, 
who handled theee allocnt ims and bud.gets after the sa11e were ude up by 
tha Board of Tru.steea • 

.l. In this office, through me as director. 

6. Arter theee allocntiona were tlade and budgete set up, did or not the 
Board of Trustee• have aey- further to do with the expendit ure of t hese 
tunde. 

A. I was authorised to go ahead under the generol plan set forth and at the 
end of the year an auditor audited these funds to see that t hey were 
distributed as approprib.tecl. 

7. Did the Board of Trustees have &l\rthing to do with t he distribution of 
these f'Unda other than to haw thea audited at t ho , nc1 or t he y,ar. 

4). t 

1 rnJ~ 
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A. 'l'hrJ gave me nuthorit,1 to go ahead Tli th U1e progra11. ! filed wl th 
thom roports on ,..ecy building, togethor with reports tnowlng ho\'l 
the fund& were d1Btributed. 

8. I aoe tnese appl i~tion bl anks were eigned by P. L. Hnmed as well 
as tnu inspectioa blank. iiow who •as P. L. Harned? 

A. P. L. Harn~ was Co.,illllisaioner of Education to wboct the checks were 
98nt t.0 pay the Fund' s obligation !or Negro echool s. 

9. Is he l i ving or deadT 

'• He is now ll ving in Nashville. 

10. th•Y are also &ip.ncd by Mr. Bernard. What connection did he hll.ve with 
these buildings? 

-'• llr. Bernard wae State Agent or Negro Schools in the State Department 
of Edu~tion ftnd promoted the sebool buil ding progrom for Negroes, 
but had no authority to sign checks which was left to tha Commiesionor 
of Eduee:(.ion. 

ll. Was or not Mr. Bernard really the field man f or Negro schools! 

'• He was. 

12. Io he living? 

A. He io dead. 

Re-Croa• lxudnetion by Mr. Fisher• 

l. You spoke or having examined the deed in connection with these 
Mttora. Do you have the <1-,ed? 

•• I thtnlc I Nid I did not examine the deed but recalled seeing a report 
froa the State Dep~rti:ient of Education giving the mmber of the deed. 

t. Do you recall the nuauer? 

A. I do not . You can get this f'rom the State Department of lducation • 

• 
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