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M. D. COLLINS Augyst 3, 1938

Mr. J. C. Dixon -
507 - 121st Street : }

Dear Mr. Dixon:

Last week I visited Peach and Macon counties for the purpose of discussing
the terms of the contract for Mrs. Catherine Duncan as supervising teacher
for the 1938-%9 school term. A contract has been signed by the superin-
tendent of each county calling for a term of nine months beginning Sep-
tember 1 at a salary of $140 per month, or a total of $1,260 for nine
months. The sources of the annual salary are as follows:

Pﬂach county *Sseseernsns $540 ’;Lo
Macon County ..ccevceses 540 g s>
Southern Education Foundation lqe/,//' /,}J/,o

Peach County will list the supervisor as a teacher and Macon County will
draw the state supervisory fund.

If the state takes over the institution at Fort Valley it is our plan to
place Mrs. LUuncen in a position of prominence in connection with the teacher
training program. It is expected that experiments will be carried on in
the Negro schools in Peach and Macon counties under the proposed program.
This year Mrs. Duncen will have a wonderful opportunity to get acquainted
with the actuel situation in both counties and establish & cordial relation-
ship with children, patrons, teachers, and school officiasls. It is quite
evident that the salary mentioned above is inadequate for Mrs. Duncan,
taking into consideration her training, experience, and the cost of travel
to the numerous schools. Since your Board has menifested an interest

in the proposed program at Fort Valley I em therefore requesting consid-
eration for a grant of $240 to be applied on the salery of Mrs. Duncan
which will enable her to better cover ithe territory assigned and prepare
reports which will be necessery in the formation of a teacher training
progrem to be set up at the Fort Valley institution. It is suggested

that should this grant be made that it be paid in three instalments of $80
each on the first day of December, Merch, and June. I am confident that
this smell grant would be a real investment on the part of your Board in

the matter of preliminary planning for a program which we expect to mean

so much to the entire State of Georgia.

Sincerel@urs, W

RLC*m



Confidential  § 0,.'-/\ October 29, 1937

Dear Lester: We have praparok.l docket item for the meeting of

our Board on the 13th which will make available
$50,000 to be used in the transfer of Fort Vallsy to the state
system. I suggested this amount bscause I have mentionsd $40,000
to Patton, and because I believe it will be necessary to have an
additional sum after the transfer is made.

I am still guite perturbed about the possibilities
of the whole thing. WMr. Embree and I had a conference with San-
ford when we were in Atlanta. We came away feeling not too en-
couraged over Sanford's enthusiasm for the project. In addition
to this I recently had a telegram from Dr. Patton, a copy of which
you have received. This, of course, indicated quite definitely
that either Patton was hedging on the whole transaction or he had
decided to do some additional trading which he thought would be
advantageous to him and to his Board. If our trustees appropriate
the money, however, we shall be in a position to force the issue
on the whole matter and to know pretty shortly thereafter either
that both the regents and the American Church Institute are will-
ing to see the transaction consummated or to know that we might
as well cease our efforts to bring about the transfer.

Our Board will meet bafore my return to Ceorgia,
80 vhen I see you on the 18th or 19th of Kovember I will be able
to report definitely.

Sincerely yours,

I _ﬂ”

JCD:MLU

#r. L. M. Lester
State Department of Education
Atlanta, Georgia
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kp, g, ¢, Dixon,
39 #lden Avenue,
Atlanta,Ga,

Dear Mr, Vixon:

On account of the pressure on us in the next ten days in
covering our board meetings end other dutiles,lir. Sentley and 1 declided that
i1t would be best for your convenlience as well as our own,to write the
letter you recuested of us at once,rather than run the risk of too much
delay in case we are tied up with unavoideble duties after leaving Atlanta.
We mede this declision after your telephone message that you would be called
to lew York =sooner then you had expected. :

There 1s no public stenographer available to-day. I am there-
fore compelled to be my own typist,and am by no means expert. Accept my
apologies in advance for any errors,erasures etc.

First of @ll,asccept our expressions of admiration =and approval
of the statesman like plan for Fort ¥allev's place in the educational
system of the State of Georgia,as oulined Bo clearly and vividly by the .
Chancellor,Doctor S.B. Sanford,and yourself,in MNr. Bentley's and my con-
ference on Saturday,¥ay 15th,with you gentlemen end lr., R. E. Cousins. The
purpose to make the school a four year feacher's College,to” give scien-
tific training in agriculture,horticulture and in the related trades,with
a probable appropriation for maintenance of ®w35.000.00 from the beginning,
together with appropriations for necessary bulldings and eguipment as may

be necessary to cerry through the program ass out lined,will certainly

be an lmportant factor when our suthorities fzce the difficult responsi-
bility of deciding what their duty is in the question of turning the school
over to the State.

After you gentlemen had frankly and clesrly out lined your
plan for Fort Yalley in the event that our asuthorities consent to transfer
the inetitution to the control of the State,you asked us to give you
gentlemen an equally frank statement as to what conditions we thought our

authorities would recuire., ¥mm After explaining that the subject had never

been considered by our Boards,and that we could not therefore cogmit them,

we stated that we had discussed the subject with several of the members

of the Board of the institute and of the School,and that we believed that”
the following considerstions fairly represent the yiew point of that
minority of our authorities with whom we have digeussed the subject, We
are ineclined to believe,also,that the remainder of ‘our official group

would,if and when the matter comes before them, emphasize the considerations
we mentioned &n our conference,the substance of which x we summarize belows
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(1) Ee are sure that without exception our authorities will be
governed in thelr actlon first of all by what shzll seem their duty in the
spiritual developement of the legro,and their conception of the term
“spiriguel"” will include educstion, Our asuthorities are in the habit of
thinking of educatlon as a spiritual process,and our Institute schools,as
you are fully aware,have been conducted with that premise as their basis.
Since you,your associates,and the other gentlemen with whom XBHXERR W& CcOn=-
ferred on Saturday,hold similar views,you will be able to present to our
group the reasons why you think it our duty to transfer the school,with
the assurance in advance that they will understand and appreciate your
view point.

(2) We stated in our conference that if it should be decided to
transfer the school to the Bhe zuthorities of the State,our authorities
would retain a small tract of land,two or three acres more or less,on
which a chapel,perhaps a community house and other facilities for religious
services to students,and to people of the community. I have no doubt that
the land reserved could be arranged in a mutually satisfactory location.

(3) Although the Fort Valley Normal and Industrial Bchool did not
become formally connected with the Episcopal Church until 1917, The Rt.
Rev. C., K, Nelson D.D,,Pishop of Georgigpas Bresident of the Poard of
Trustees of the school seversl yeédrs before it became connected with the
Episcopal Church,and on his recommendation during that period the Institute
made the school a small sppropriation.

Since our offlicial connection with the school,about twenty
years ago,we have remitted to the school for maintenance in excess of
w064 ,.,000.00,and for capital investments,including buildings and eguipment
in excess of $414.000.00 according to a notation recently sent me by our
Secretory, kixxxkimax¥tmxaiya total of around §778.000.,00, It is not
necessary to go over with meticulous care records running back so many
vyears,but the szbove 1s glven merely as iIndicative of the large investment
in the school by those,who for the most part made their contributions
beczuse 1t waes a church school. Of the total for bulldings etec, the General
Education Board gave us about $151.000,00,2nd prior to lMr., Rosemwald's *
death, the Juliue Rosemwald Fund gave us $10.000,00for the building progrem
at Fort Valley., In addition to remittences from our central office, the
two Episcopal dioceses of Georgis have sent annually varying sums direct
to the school. The total from these two sources would be a large additional
sum,and other contributions from individuals would make a still larger
xmEXx sum,
The minority of our official group with whom we have discusseé

the subject have expressed their convictionzxkmxmxxfmgX that since not a
few of those who have glven generously 1in response to our appeals for Fort
Valley have passed into the other world,we hav'nt the right to surrender
the school without recovery of = portion,at least, of the capital in-
vestment. Should the transfer be consummated, they desire to be very xE
generous,but since other educational corporations have been given large
sums for the education of Negroes under public auspices,they do not think
a church corporation whose funds were given Bgr the maintenance of HNegro
schools under private auspices,should be expected to bear the whole cost.
Mr. Bentley and I ,therefore,mmrexxed expressed the opinion that our
authorities would tske the ground that they would be going as far as they
consientiously can in requiring a psyment of {150,000.00,.

There 1s another important point in this connection,which
some of our officisls have expressed,namely the fear that the heirs of
some of our donors might sue the Institute on the ground that the original
Rurpose of the gifts had been diverted. The Institute should kxxz not only,

ave nrotectlon against such contingencles,but since the large sums spent
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on this school could have been used to strenghten the work in our other
schools,our authorities feel that at least some o€ it should be xEzmx=r
recovered for that purpose. In one of your excellent statements yes-
terday,you advocated our release of Fort Valley to the State,because of
the difficulty,as compared with some years ago of securing funds for
private education. It is true,but it is for that reason Xkakx in part
that our authorities feel thst,in the event that Eort Valley is trans-
ferred to the State, they should recover zx a part of the investment in
Fort Valley in order to fortify the vork of our other schools.

e mentioned another point yesterday,which,in view of your
recuesgt that we embody in writing the most important points in our
conversation with you, it 1s just as well to repeat. The authoritiles
of the Church 1In Georgla were many years 220 induced to join with the
Institute in maintsining these schools. e formerly had one in Brunswiecl:
Ga,,a very good school,but in ordeffstrenghten Fort Valley, the Institute
persuaded the Bishop of that diocese to close it,in order to concentrate
all of our strengbh on Fort Valley. He would not have taken that coursc
had he believed there was even a probability of consummating the pro-
posal now under consideration. loreover both of the dloceses of Georgia
have secrificed some of the funds which would have been used for their
other work for Negroes,hed they not joined with the Institute in the ﬂ#ﬁk
development of Fort Valley. /e are in view of these and other factors
to do at least something by way of compensation for thésk sacrifice ol
the part of the two dioceses,who during 211l of these years believed
that they were partners in a permaneht work,instead of a temporary one,
if Fort Valley is to go to the State.

I think this covers the most Important points which we
discussed on Saturday,and which you wished sent to you in this letter.

Please,in preparing your paper for our Board,which meets
on June l4th,give for thelr information the same clear statement of
what vou and others xXam conceive and expect to accomplish with Fort
Valley as the apex of Negro education in the State of Georgia. Flease,
also,be prepured,if practlcable,to give us an approximate estimate of
when, should our Bosrd agree,the Stage Poard would wish to take charge;
A serious injustice might be done to our Frinecipsal,faculty,and students
with all of the uncertainties involved in a change,if 1t were not
decided well,abundantly well,in advance of the close of the school year.
The Institute would also be embarrassed for the same reasons.

In view of the great importance of this matter to all con-
cerned,will you be willing to come in person before our Board,if I can
arrange 1t after consultstlon with our President. 1 personally would
like very much to have you do so,but there may be reasons unknown to me
why it would be better to have you at a later date. It dlstresses me
deeply to contemplate the posgibility of giving Fort Valley up,after so
meny years of sssoclation with it,but if we must 1in duty face it in a
serious way,then I think it should Bo before our Bosrd under conditions
favorable to full and disinterested consideration. It seems to me that
to thls end,your presence will be most important.

I ghall be 2t the Koosevelt Lotel,New Orleans from the
X% 17th,in the evening,till lste afternoon of the 18th,and at Blloxi,
liss.,on the 19th and for & few days. Can you Write o¥ wire me =t A
either place,letting me know if this is recelived end satisfactory,and
whether you would be willing to comeé to our 5qgrd Meeting and present
the case as you see 1it. A -

It was pleasant to both of us tggee so much of you.
Apologizing again for my poor workmanshlp es; & typist, since I heve
been compelled to do this on Sunday when no one else tsaveilable, —

£ am, Cordially yours, M ‘ﬂ) Pdm‘-'\
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. June 21, 1937
57
My dear Dixons ’fy

- I very much appreciate your long letter of
June 17th telling me sbout your meeting with the American
Church Institute. I have talked with Dr. Patton over
the telephone and learn from him that you made an excellent
presentation of the subject.

Dr. Dillard wrote me briefly to the effect that
he felt, first that Georgia needed a school of this kind
under church influence and, secondly that the State of
Georgia hed never demonstrsted its ability to develop
properly the institutions that it owned already. I have
Just written him confidentially that I did not believe
under present circumstances that the American Church
Institute could do as effective & piece of work st Fort
Velley as the State of Georgia could do. Furthermore, I
told him that in the last two years the Georgia Board of
Regents had demonstrated a desire to do far more for its
Negro institutions than in the past. I may be all wrong,
but with Principal Hunt's present attitude towards the
American Church Institute, I doubt seriously that they can
do an effective piece of work in that institution with him
in charge. He appears anxious to have the State take over the
school, and in my judgment he will work effectively with the
institution under State control. The American Church Institute
had to do some rather unpleasant things last year, as you know.
Although I am sure they were right, their actions seem to have
lef't a somewhat strained relationship between the Principal
and the Institute.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,
Mr. J. C. Dixon

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Fllis Avenue _
Chicago, Tllinois ' " -

ILMF:RDE
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Ltlanta, ba, [
ar Mr. Dixon?

Your letter of the 17th,expressing vour eprreciation of our
invitation to address our Bosrd on June l4th,snd your satisfaction with
the cordial reception and hearing given you,1is just received at Lindsay,Va,
where,for economy Iin my tr:vels,? ghall be,off and on,until sabout Quly 10th
when I shall return New York for a few days,from the 10th to 14th. £s
Nr, Bentley and I eaid to you next day,we felt that you did vour work well
in wvhat you said to our Board,and I do not think that any one thought you,
were,as you express it,in the least "dogma tic or opinionated". ‘hey asked
you to give them clesr and frank expression of your view point,which you
did,and I am sure every one appreclated 1t. 4s 1 to0ld you in my first
letter,after our meeting in Atlanta,vhich they heave accepted as the basis

o S g ;

for considering the subject,their decislion v;llhpased ppimarily on the

1 .
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modestly but fully aware of it. Knowing that the Institute can do,and hes
done at Fort Valley and in several of our other schools,a good service,
superlor at lEast to what the State of Georgla has done thus fur,is as
vou observed in some of the remarks and comrent° at the meeting you &t-
tended,one of the cuestions which weighs on the conscience of the members
of our ¥oard. You remember that Dr, Dillard and Dr., #ilton made that
r0¢nt,-nd they sre very oon cientious about it, and as to xheth 5 2 change
in the character of Georri s political set-up a few years from migh not
nullify the present 1iberal tendencies towards Juetice to ﬂerroes E= o

in education.

As to the recovery of a part of the investment,as indlcated
in my letter to youfof May 17th + believe it was),the conviction is,as
I think you obeserved, that in surrendering the work in Ceorgia at the
request not only of tdo Board of Regents of the State,but of the Officers
of other educationsl Corporations interested in and having funds for

public education,why should they not prove their faith by their works
By sharing the socrifice with 1 us,and thereby enable us to strenghten our
schools els en“ere—-uchoolu, hich are rendering & needed cservice in Negro
eduecstion,and which the States would not,for the present at least, take
over,if we closed them, One of our group said lin private conversation
that he wondered vwhether those vwho are azdvocating that we transfer the
qcl‘ool to the State see &heg inconsistency of proposing 2 course to an
entirely ﬁer'te orb“nizwtion whiech they as at least quasl public corpo-
rations had any hesitancy in following themselves,namely sharing 2 mall
part of the coqt with us. _

But you are already aware of these expressions. i am writing
three times ss much or more than I intended in scknowledging your good
letter of the l1l7th. .

I am glad you are proceeding along the lines Mr., bentley
and I snrgested when you called on us,the dsy after pou met our Soard,
on June 15th. This sort of thing cen't be hurried. Both sides should

have =211 the time necessary for reflection and decision. L earnestly
trust snd believe that the ultimate decision will be what 1s wilse and e
right. :
Should you have occoslon to write to me before July 8th on
any subject,please send a copy of your letter to me =t Lindsay,Va.,but
the original to New York.
With warm harqonql regards,

Very sincerely,

Robert W, Pa%ton.



, Mr., Edwin R. Embree,

Chicago, Iii.
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Principal . A. Hunt
A THIRTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY
Principal H. A, Hunt and his wife, Mrs. I, J. Hunt, have
just completed thirty-four vears of work in the service of the
Fort Valley Normal and Industrial School. It cccurred to some
of the teachers that it would be fitting to pay some attention

to the completion of so long a period of service, and that it would

be well to give the honored ones a reception in the new Robert
W. Patton Hall, a building devoted to Home Economics. A com-
mittee was appointed and hastily a program was arranged with
speeches and music, ending in a simple collation highly seasoned
with .admiration and love for these two great benefactors of
Negro youth in Georgia. Among the speakers were not only
members of the faculty but also patrons, alummi and others do-
ing socinl and educational work in the community, It was most
interesting to hear all of these speakers tell in a number of
little ways in which beth Mr. and Mrs. Hunt had helped them
over difficulties which to others may have seemed small, but to
the person helped, it meant sometimes giving up a school carcer
or failure to graduate, or continued ill health or threatened dis-
couragement and final surrender of effort in what seemed a hope-
less task. There were some of the older teachers who had been
long at Fort Valley who made the company visualize the progress
of the School by telling how they plowed corn or picked peaches
or cared for the cows and mules on certain spots where one, or
more, of our good buildings now stands.

When ealled upon to speak, Mr. Hunt, as always, made no
claim of being able to do. or of having done the things mentioned
bv others, without the constant advice and assistance of Mrs.
Hunt and of other workers who had stood by them in every
emergency and in every trial when funds and suvplies were at
the lowest point. Mrs. Hunt likewise told how they had tried
to-work together and how an earnest desire to help finally over-
caine'suspicion of many who thoueht they had come to proselyte
the children and not to lead both children and parents into a
Letter way of life.

The most impressive thing in all that was said by every-
Fody was the truth that came out again and again that the chief

h

support in the labors of these two people was their abiding
faith that, somehow, means would come for carrying out their
dreams for this School and for this community. Sometimes the
grocer refused to deliver a bill of goods because of the arrearage
in accounts; and sometimes commencement day approached with
teachers’ salaries unpaid, but in unforseen ways, the money came
to deliver the School from impending difficulties. It was not
only the visible building and equipment that prompted teachers
to notice this thirty-fourth anniversary but it was also those in-
visible qgualities in Mr. and Mrs. Hunt that have materialized
here and given character and distinetion to the work of the Fort
Valley Normal and TIndustrial School,

Mrs. F. J. Hunt

_—

A NOTABLE EVENT

For a long time there has been a growing interest in the
Episcopal churches of Macon for the Fort Valley Normal and
Industrial School. Even before one of the rectors became a trus-
tee of the School, a warm interest was manifested through visits
and gifts to the School. Sunday, March 13, brought a culmina-
tion of that interest when the young people of Christ Church in-
vited all of the other churches to join them in an invitation to
the Fort Valley Choir to give a program of songs in the Parish
House of Christ Church. Our singers responded to the invita-
tion and gave a program consisting of spirituals, except two other
numbers that were given by request. The students rose to the
occasion perfectly. They seemed to realize that it was an oppor-
tunity to sing their group into the hearts of the hearers in a
way that no other opportunities gave a chance to do. The audi-
ence also seemed to sense an opportunity because their response
was most enthusiastic and genuine. The auditorium was filled to
its capacity and chairs /were brought in to fill every nook. Prinei-
pal Hunt spoke briefly and after the singing the crowd surged
forward and overwhelmed the Principal and the singers with
words of appreciation.
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A DILEMMA

WHAT SHALL WE DO? “Balance your budget. Do not
go into debt.” These are familiar and, no doubt, wise injunctions
given to school prineipals by the trustees of the institutions over
which they have control. “Do not allow your school buildings to
fall into decay from lack of paint and minor repairs.”

The last statement is dictated by GOOD COMMON
SENSE. In the face of the Trustees’ directions, what shall we
do when we see our buildings and equipment deteriorating in a
way that could be prevented, but when we do not have the
money with which to purchase the necessary paint and other
materials to prevent the damage?

Our Mr. A. D. Watson, who has charge of repairs and
school buildings when he is here at Fort Valley, and who sings
bass and recites “Creation” by James Weldon Johnson, when
our singers are giving entertainments in the interest of the
School, has just handed me a list of urgently needed repairs
_amounting to $1370.00. A large part of this sum is needed for
~work on Ohio Hall erected in 1928. Only minor repairs have
been made since the building was completed. We are still grate-
ful to the friends in Ohio who contributed a large share of the
cost of this building and regret that we must now earnestly ap-
peal to them for assistance in keeping it from being damaged
by what might seem neglect, but which, in reality, is for lack
of means to prevent it. The estimated amount needed for this
building is $865.00. We earnestly appeal to our friends in Ohio
for funds with which to keep “‘their building” which houses 100
voung men and several teachers, from being damaged more seri-
ously. And we cordially invite them to stop over to see not only
Ohio Hall but the School as a whole on their trips to and from
Florida.

Ohio IHall

0
CONDUCT SUMMER SCHOOL
FOR TEACHERS
When one realizes that there are still probably more than
a thousand colored teachers in Georgia on the level of the one
writing the letter which follows, there can be no question about

wmhny we

the need for doing everything we can to help raise the level of
those who have charge of Negro school children. For obvious
reasons we omit the name and any reference which would serve
to identify the individual; but the following is a verbatim copy
of a letter which speaks for itself and emphasizes the need for
doing everything we can to help remedy the condition indicated:

iapnc S SR .. Georgia
Fcbruarv 8 1988

Prof. H. A. Hunt

Dear Sir: hope you are well: and doing fine this

leave me doing nicely at this time: Now Prof. Hunt

I no this is a Surprise to you to hear from me but I

hope my riting will be execepted Sence Education work

have become so much in differents the School Commis-
sions are requiring for teachers that have taken some

Colledge work from some Colledge School and 1 am

Kindly Asking you please Sir to Send me my Credit of

course it ben a Long time sence I was down there and

we cannot Command ne Salvery with some credit from

a Colledge. I know you understand it better than I.

Please See after it for me a deal of the teachers have

Sent for there credit from Summer Schools and some

haven ben but one year, and they have got they credit

I am the only teacher in ... teaching now

that ben to Fort Valley High and Industrial School: Se

when I went to Summer School There I takens up Col-

ledge work so I am looking for you to help me out if

you please

Ps Prof. Hunt Can I take Carrosponding Courses

From you and get Colledge Credits: What will it cost?

I want to No: Please let me hear from you at once I am

inclosing a stamp I hope I made good I hope you will

fixt it up. I went to school while George ... .

was going there-My name is.....cn e

This teacher attended Summer School at Fort Vailey many
years ago when there were many others who showed a similar
lack of preparation, and while, as this letter shows, there are still
some of this type, it is only fair to state that the great majority
give evidence of much better training.

- )
GEORGIA CHAIN GANG

The Georgia Chain Gang has been publicized so widely in
an unfavorable light that it is encouraging to make note of any
efforts on the part of State authorities to improve conditions
which our present Governor characterized as “The worst blot on
the State of Georgia.” According to newspaper reports a new
and modern prison has been erected in the Southern part of the
State and under a new State Board of Penal Administration, the
public is assured that prisoners will receive more humane treat-
ment than heretofore. Under date of I‘cbruary 16th newspapers
quote one member of the Committee as urging the treatment of
prisoners “like human beings, not like wild animals in a cage
Another encouraging note in today’s dispatches on the prison
situation in Georgia is a statement that members of the Com-
mission will be expected to aid released convicts in obtaining
work so that they will not drift back to prison.

While we believe that more should be done to prevent crime
we are nevertheless encouraged over the thought of more humane
treatment and intelligent efforts at rehabilitation of those who
have transgressed the law.

—
INFORMATION AND INVITATION

“Georgia is the largest state east of the Mississippi River.
Its area is 59,266 square miles, There are 159 counties, of which
Burke, with an area of 956 square miles, is the largest; Clarke
is the smallest, having an area of only 114 square miles. Atlanta
is the largest city and the capital. It has a population of about
300,000, Savannah, the second e¢ity in size, with a population of
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85,000 is the oldest city in the State and the leading seaport of
the entire South Atlantic Coast. Other large cities of Georgia
are: Augusta, with a population of 60,342; Macon, 53,829 ; and
Columbus, 43,181, (Federal Census 1930.)"

Besides the information above we are anxious that our friends
especially those who make trips from the North and East and
Middlewest, should know that Fort Valley can be reached over
well-paved roads from practically every direction and there is
excellent train service passine~ +“»onch Fort Valley into Ilorida.
We wish them to know also that we now have guest
our new Home Economies Building and shall be most pleased to
have any and all who are interested in the education of Negroes
to visit us.

A PARTY TO JUANITA

AND DANIEL

The teachers of the Fort Valley Training School conceived
the idea that the retirement of two of our old mules from their
labors would be a fitting time to teach the children a lesson in
the humane treatment of dumb animals. Accordingly, a project
was formed and a study was made of “Mules.”

At the conclusion of the study a day was set for a party
for the mules, to which they were invited and given apples and
hay to eat as is shown in the picture above. There was great
eagerness in the children to be chosen to serve the mules and the
animals seemed to enjoy the caressing pats on their faces. They
must have been overcome by the kindness, because some dared to
stroke even the hind legs of the creatures, a practice that, as com-
monly regarded, is followed by deadly results. The conclusion
must be that mules, like the children themselves, respond to kind
treatment. At any rate, it was pleasant to have the children come
to think of the treatment of dumb animals in that light.

0——
CADET TEACHING

Our classes in Teacher Training are sending students into
the country schools in easy reach of Fort Valley to observe actual
conditions in the schools into which many will go as teachers,
and, after observing, to get a chance to teach and put into prac-
tice the methods and principles of teaching they have learned
here. We have long felt the need of such cooperation with country
schools, but problems of transportation and extra teaching force
have been some of the obstacles in our way. Now we are attack-
ing the problem experimentally with the hope that means will
be found to establish this connection between the School and the
County on a solid and permanent basis. Appreciation of country
life must precede the desire to live in the country, That appre-
ciation is based upon the chance to satisfy the fundamen!:zl
desires. If Fort Valley can impart an education that will enable
her graduates to discover in the country these means whereby
present resources can be used and developed in a way to pro-
duce joy and satisfaction in country life, it will be doing an in-
valuable service to our State.

AN ENCOURAGING PRONOUNCEMENT

Chancellor Philip Weltner of the State University System
of Georgia made recently a pronouncement that cannot fail to
give encouragement not only to all underprivileged groups in
Georgia, but also to the genuine patriots in our State who have
longed for and labored for the day when the truth should get
a hearing and when the desires of noble men should be fulfilled
in a democracy where every man has a fair chance and knows
he has it. The following clipping is taken from the Atlanta Con-
stitution of February 7.: “The educational system of Georgia
fails to fulfill the ideals of democracy visioned by the country’s
founders, Dr. Philip Weltner, former chancellor of the State
University System, said last night. He spoke before the sixth
monthly meeting of the citizens’ fact-finding movement commit-
tee, a group composed of presidents of 16 state-wide civie, re-
ligious and other organizations secking to determine and dis-
seminate facts about the problems of Georgia. Dr. Weltner said
“America was founded on a philosophy peculiar to itself and
based upon the wide dissemination of knowledge to all its peo-
ple. In Georgia our educational system gives lip service to that
philosophy but follows the classical tradition of other countries
of class education.” His speech was based on a survey of Geor-
gia education prepared by him and members of the State De-
partment of Education for the committee. Through the central
committee, the survey findings will be relayed to 5,100 local
groups. He recommended that education lift from thc bottom
upward, bringing to the large percentage of illiterate and semi-
illiterate in the State an education which would be of practical
value. “We must implement the philosophy of mass education
with methods and practices capable of giving it flesh and blood,”
he said. “We must lift at the point of least advantage, creating
competence and initiative in the light of probable opportunities.”
“And remember we can never raise the educational standards of
the people of this State unless we think in terms of the Negro
population. So long as the Negro is in the ditch there will be a
large percentage of whites on a similar low level,” he said. “It
is only when we have done these things that we shall have kept
faith with the ideals of the fathers of the nations,” he concluded.

. =

Snow—A Big Surprise Unwelcomed

NORTHERN LIGHTS FAR SOUTH

About seven o'clock in the evening of January 25 and about
midnight of the night before we saw at this place the unusual
phenomenon of the aurora borealis, or northern lights. It ap-
peared on the first night as great spangles of light in many
colors reaching to the zenith. On the second night it appeared
about seven o’clock as a great rose colored glow that resembled
the heavens during a huge conflagration. The strangeness of the
phenomenon was that it appeared more east than north and, for
that reason, most obsérvers believed it was only the reflection
of a great flame not more than ten miles distant.
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OUR FVISITORS

More and more Fort Valley is attracting visitors from far
and near, Our record shows the names of educators, business men,
philanthropists, missionaries, farmers, artists and professional
men and women, some of whom we list as follows:

Mrs. Carrington Davis, of Baltimore, Md. in company with
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. B. Evans of Washington, D. C. The
ladies enjoyed a rest at Fort Valley while Mr. Evans pursued
his activitics as a federal officer visiting this region.

Later in the month came Mr., Fred MeCuistion, Secretary
of the Southern Association of Colleges, Mr. Jackson Davis
and Dr. Mann of the general FEdueation Board who made
a tour of inspection of our campus and left us apparently pleased
with what they saw.

Mrs. Carrie B, Pittman and Mrs, Nellie M. Towns came
from Atlanta to see their friends and the new improvements in
our plant.

Mr. Willis R. Hotchkis of Kericho, Kenya Colony, British
East Africa, a missionary for more than forty years in Afriea,
told us of his thrilling experiences and of the modern develop-
ments he has seen take place in the great continent.

Mr. H. W, Russell of the Atlanta Life Insurance Co. de-
livered a very helpful talk to our students upon the homely
virtues of honesty and truthfulness. He was accompanied by
Mr. W. C. Lee, the Divisional Manager, of Macon, Ga.

Mr. and Mrs. J. J. DeValois, missionaries from Arcot Mis-
sion, Kotpodi, S. India, spent a short time with us, inspecting
our industrial work especially,

Mr. Stanley A. Harris of New York City, Mr. O. Carl
Sullivan of Macon, Mr. Weaver M. Marr and Mr. Lawrence
Mansfield of Atlanta came to see us, representing the Boy
Scouts of America.

Dr. M. O. Bousfield of the Julius Rosenwald Fund and
Mr. A. W. Dent, Superintendent of the Flint-Goodridge Hos-
pital of Dillard University eame to inspeet Fort Valley in Feb-
ruary. They were pleased with what they saw.

THE AIR

FORT VALLEY ON
Our Choir has gained for itself considerable reputation by
singing not only in local gatherings but also in other cities and
towns of Georgia. A concert in Macon last year attracted the
attention of the Broadcasting Station WMAZ, and, as a result,
our singers have been invited to give a series of broadeasts for
six Sunday afterncons. The programs have consisted almost
wholly of Negro spirituals broadeast from our own auditorium.
That gave opportunity for a large audience of town’s people who
are not patrons of the School to attend and hear the singers
directly. The audience has grown with each suceceding broad-
cast.
Many appreciative letters came like this one to our music
director, Mr. E. R. Clark saying, “Tt was with great satisfaction

and pleasure that we listened to the program rendered over the
radio by the Fort Valley Chorus. Please accept my congratula-
tions for what I considered a very excellent program. I hope to
have the pleasure of hearing the group again soon.”
-—-—-—0__._._.
CAMPUS ACTIVITIES
The class of boys in Agriculture took a hike recently five
miles away to Powersville to take part in a demonstration of
reforestation. The trees set out were “slash” pine seedlings
which variety is growing more and more in demand because of the
development of the paper industry in Georgin. The growth of
that variety of pine is encouraged by people interested in the
commercial aspects of reforestation.

Negro History Week has become an institution in Negro
schools all over the country. This movement was begun in Chi-
cago, September 9, 1915, by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, the most
eminent scholar of Negro history in our country. The movement
was incorporated as the Association for the Study of Negro
Life and History under the laws of the District of Columbia
in October 1915. The next year, it brought out the Journal of
Negro History—the most authentic journal yet published that
devotes itself entirely to Negro history. These studies during
Negro History Week have done much to engender in our stu-
dents a thorough knowledge and, in consequence, a deep respect
for their antecedents and traditions.

This year the memorial exercises for Abraham Lincoln and
Julius Rosenwald were united and a fitting sermon by our Chap-
lain, Rev. L. M. Alexander, was given together with appropriate
music by the Choir. Negroes will never let the memory of these
two men die. Their deeds do not need the praise of Negroes;
they will shine with their own radiant light, vet it is good for
Negroes themselves to remember such benefactors.

The girls’ and the men’s basketball teams made a good
start by winning their first three games. From the teams of Gray
Publie School, the girls won by a score of 13 to 5; the boys, by-
a score of 42 to 19, I'rom the Perry Public School our girls
won 13 to 2; our boys 16 to 4.

The Parent-Teacher Association is buying, at a considerable
figure, window shades for the ten rooms in our Training School.
At the last meeting they sponsored a debate between two grades
apon the subject: Resolved, “That it is better to own a home
than to rent one.”

The classes in Home Economics have opened a cafeteria in
the new building and are serving a menu daily. Besides giving
students and teachers, especially, opportunity to buy little extras
to eat, it will afford practice to the classes without encountering
loss. The room has several small tables made by students in our
shop. with tops finished in natural color and well varnished. In
the center of the room is a larger table that will accommodate
a group of eight or ten persons. A good start has been made in
the service, and we know that strangers passing through, will
be tempted to patronize the cafeteria, and once they do come,
a return trip to Fort Valley is assured. e

o

Two of our teachers this year have revolted against single
blessedness. Miss Roberta Lassiter, our Social Worker and Mr.
J. J. Brown were married early in the year and more recently
Mr. Frank R. Davis, our teacher of biology and Miss Ava Marie
Solomon, a teaclier of Macon, Both brides received from the
Faculty, showers of beautiful and practical gifts and both couples
reside on the campus.



June 17, 1927

Dear Hr. Favrot: The meeting with the American Church
Institute on Monday aftsrnoon was an
interesting experience. I had to go into this unofficially,
of course, and told the Board very frankly thset the only
basis upon which I could validate my presence was that
of a defensible interest both in the program of higher
education for Negroes in Georgia and in the Fort Valley
set-up.

In presenting the project to them I
tried to outline the development of higher education for
Negroes, beginning with the survey which resulted in the
creation of the Board of Regents, and interpreting for
them as thoroughly as I could the present philosophy and
attitude both of the Board of Regents and of the citizens
of Georgia in general. I tried to point out to them the
various aspects and possibilities in the proposal to
transfer Fort Valley to the state, and in proposing to
them that they give the plant to the state I must concede,
of course, that from a financial point of view I chose the
procedure which would be of most value to the state. This
I admitted to them very frankly, but tried to point out
at the same time the advantages that would acecrue to the
Institute even in the event of an outright gift.

After stating my proposal for quite
a while, I was questioned by individuals on the Board for
an even longer time. As was to be expected, these questions
approached the problem from various angles, and for me, at
least, had various imports and implications. In general
these might be classed under two heads; nnmaly, finance
and church influence.

There seemed to be no concerted oppo-
sition to the proposal. Mr. Hunter, the trsasnrar, and



one or two lay members of the Board were interested in see-
ing that the Institute received adeguate remuneration for

its investment. Some of the churchmen were, of course, most
interested in providing for the retention of a medium of
spiritual, and I think specifically church influence.

Dr. Dillard rather joined with this last group. Onr Tuesday

I had an opportunity to talk with him again. Knowing his
philosophy as I do, and as you do, I was not at all surprised
when he axpressed the feeling that because of the apparent
absence of an ethical, not to say a religious influence in
public institutions, he falt that there was a contimued need
for the type of influence exercisgad by demominational schools,
and conse uently a continued reason for the existence of
institutions like Fort Valley, admittedly tied up with, ex-
pressing the philosophy of, and trying to spread the influence
of the church and all it stands for.

Throughout the whole conference the state-
ment was made thet the Institute was not interested in
selling Fort Vallsy in order to get money from it. Again
and again references were made to the fact that the Insti-
tute, in accepting money for Fort Valley, had entered into
a trust with the donors, and that this trust continued to
express itself in the obligation to provide education and
ethical training concurrently. In spite of this, however,

I could not help feeling - I hope wrongly so - that I had
let myself in for a bit of horse-trading.

The outcome of the conference may, I
think, be stated approximately as follows: (1) the Institute
is willing to consider a proposal for the transfer of Fort
Valley to the state provided certain conditions are met;

(2) this transfer would undoubtedly have to be based on
a monetary consideration; (8) the Imstitute would want to
provide a church available to the school. To this latter
point I see no objesction.

I told Dr, Patton that I was going to
ask you to talk with him sbout the whole proposition if you
had time when you returned to New York. In talking with
Hr. Pobree this morning he felt that it might bs advisable
for you, for him, and for me to get together when con-
venient for further discussion of the matter. Though I had



hoped to sse the transfer consummated in time for the state
to start its program there in the fall, this now looks very
doubtful. For this reason it is not so urgent as under other
conditions it would have been for us to get together imme-
diately. Perhaps we shall be able to see each other during
the summer. As I have further word from Dr. Patton I will
write you.

Sincersly yours,

- Civon
JCDsMLU

¥r. Leo M. Favrot
General Education Board
49 West 49th Straet

New York City



3

)“'"l

February 24, 1937

Dear Hr. Davis: This letter is to ecall your attention -

informelly and wnofficially - to the genersl
situation in the Negro state colleges of Georgia and to the speci-
fic case of Fort Valley. I know that any official communications
in the matter must be between the institutions concerned and the
General Education Board. This note, therefore, is simply by way
of "information end imspiration.”

As you know, Curtis Dixon and a number of us
at the Fund have been concentrating our interests in rural educa-
tion upon the State of Georgia and, of course, in rural education
the strategic approach is through the teacher-training institu-
tions. On the white side we are very well satisfied with our ap-
proaches, which are chiefly through the South Georgia Teachers
College at Statesboro and the West Georgia Teachers College at
Carreollton. So far we have not been able to find any Negro
teachers college with which it seemed wise to cooperate. This
distresses us because we are even more interested in Negro schools
than in white. It 1s, im fact, embarrassing for this Fund, which
is known for ite special Negro interests, to be so active in
Georgia in white institutions and not to be doing anything at all
at the teacher college level for Hegroes.

On the attecaet. sheets I have outlined brief-
ly the situation in the state coli s cs as we see ‘{t. Work at any
of the present three state Negro _olleges seemp hopeless or, at
least, inordinately wasteful. .he only sound solution seems to us
the taking over of Fort Valley by the State and the building up of
this institution to Satisfactory accomplishment in the training of
Negro teachers, especislly the training of those who will go inte
rural work. All persons concerned seem to agree to this in theory.
The Regents are willing to take over the institution and I under-
stand that the Episcopal Board, as well as Dr. and ¥rs. Hunt,
recognize that there are not available funds to carry this institu-
tion further under church auspices. The State feels that it cannot

A



properly buy an educational plant, though it is apparently quite
willing to maintain this institution if the present property
could be turned over to it free of charge. The Episcopal Board
mey be willing to do this but they probably will feel that they
should receive some coapensation for the heavy investments they
have made at Fort Valley. If some foundetion were prepared to
make a payment to the Episcopal Board and them turn over the
property to the State, a great advance might be made in Negro
higher educetlon in Georgia.

Very truly yours,
ERFsJW

#r. Jeckson Davis
General Education Board
49 Vest 49th Street

Bew York City



March 1, 1937

Qﬁ.i‘.i G‘H-J Ci’ f‘\C!t":.\,

Dear Battle: Thank you for your very nice not{ You Frat ‘f-G"

are always appreciative and I value your Algn sdad
Judgment. I am sorry that you have been suffering from ;/ h
the well-known disease of overwork. I hope you are back 2'5?$
again in very fit condition.

By the way, we have been ha some
conversations abont the possibility of the F
SQLBEh SNE. _:_r- o w.'being taken over as a part

= o Ty . R P ' Georgn. I* mange_-
ments can be vorksd out betwean your board and the state
this would seem ideal. Every time that any of our
private groups cen place an institution under public sup-
port, it seems to me clear gain. This is particularly

so in the case of Fort Valley which might become an
importent foundation stonme in the program of teacher
education.

Very truly yours,
ERE:J%W

Mr. Wallace A. Battle

The American Church Institute for Negroes
—ee-Furtl Lverue

Hew York City

wap & 937



(2) for a large building program and (b) for the development of general
college work. For various reasons, including its location at & corner of
the State, this college does not seem the natural place for the training
of teachers needed especially for the rural elementary schools of Georgia.

The institutions at Forsythe and Albany are unsatisfactory in
almost every way. To builéd either of them into good institutions would
require much money, including a great deal of money for buildings.

The Fort Valley Normel end Industrial Institute, located in the
center of the State and in a rich faraing district, is ideally placed for
the important teachers college of Georgia. Its traditions are of the
finest and it hes an excellent physicsl plent. If it could be taken over
by the State, it might quickly become the importent institution of Georgia
in the training of teachers.

The chancellor of the University System of Georgia has expressed
himself (specificslly to the officers of the Rosenwald Fund on Februsry 11)
as desirous of teking over into the state system the present institution at
Fort Valley. He says that it is impossible for the State to buy such an
institution from a private or church board, but that if the property were
turned over to the State the Regents would proceed to develop this institu-
tion into an important educeational center. If this were done, the
chancellor states that the present institution at Forsythe would be aban-
doned, probably being turned over to the county for & county high school.
Thus there would be no conflict in central Georgia and there would begin
to evolve a division of labor among the three state colleges. The one



at Savannah would specislize in agriculture and the mechanic arts,
those at Fort Velley and Albany in the training of teachers, Albany

continuing as & junior college and Fort Valley a&s & four-year college.

Februery 24, 1957 Edwin R. Fmbree
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lir. J. C. Dixon, S PREEt
&9 Alden Avenue, i 2
Atlanta, Georgia. g g

Dear Mr. Dixon:

I wish first to thank you for kindness shown to me and to
let you know that I enjoyed my interview and visit to your home
when I was in Atlanta some time ago. I trust you will find it
possible to continue to make your home in Georgia even though it
mey be necessary for you to be out of the state much of the time.

You mgy know about it already, but in order to make sure,
I am quoting a paragraph from a letter from Mr. Cousins under date
of llarch 3: "Mr. Lester and I had a talk yesterdsy with the
Secretary of the Board of Regents and he promised to get something
started at an early date in regard to contacting your Church Board
and the General Fducation Board."

I suppose nobody can predict the outcome of any conference
or conferences on this subject but I am writing Mr. Cousins expressing
my appreciation of his interest and asking him to keep me informed
of any developments, as I should like to participate in discussions
bearing on this matter and certainly hope we may have your con-
tinued interest also.

For your information and any action you mgy think proper, I
am inclosing copy of another letter which I have just mailed to
Mr. Cousins.

0 Sincerely yours,

e
)

HAH:kw H. AT Hunt, Principal.

Inclosure
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AVERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES
281 Fourth Avenue
New York, N.Y.

March 12, 1937

” . EE. Tt il ihe

" I i ' <) | H
Mr. J. C. Dixon & ! JCD ! | ¥ ' D’OO 4 R
Board of Education \\; : il ; YR v S
The State Capitol = ; : ? f i
Atlanta, Ga. ',_iiﬁgﬁ.. . . 5225.4154E&Q‘

Dear Mr. Dixon: ?_.“'_""nm;wm__.“;___wwm“.____;

i i | ‘_ \
You and I have from time to time in past years.discussed in a tentative
way the possibility of the Fort Vellev I W - Strial Sc
Fort Valley, Ga. becoming dn - principeyr,
Mr. H. A. Hunt and I have several times discussed the subject. Mr.
Jackson Davis and I have also on several occasions recently and in for-
mer years talked together in regard to it. To all who have discussed
it with me, whether in former or recent years, I have taken the position
that ﬁi‘and when the authoritles of the State of Georgia should display
a serious interest in the matter, taking practical steps to provide for
the school on a basis at least equal to the provision made by the Epis-
copal Church, I personally would favor truning it over to the State under
conditions satisfactory to both sides.) I can not of course, in the
absence of any definite proposal commit the Eoard of the American Church
Institute for Negroes, whose office is at 281 Fourth Avenue, New York,
or the Board of the school, of which the Rt. Rev. H. J. Mikell, D.D.,
Eishop of Atlanta is President, but am of the opinlion that both of
these Boards would give serious consideration to it if convinced that
through control offithe school by the State a better service to the cause
of education,fan”be rendered than under the school's present auspicesi

A conversg#ion on the subject which I recently sought with Mr. Jackson
Davis and a letter from Nr. Embree of the Julius Rosenwald Fund addressed
to our Field Secretary, Doctor Wallace A. Battle, which the latter showed
me a few days ago, are the influences which have led me to write to vou
at this time. I realize that our Fort Valley School is probably by far
the best located institution in the State for a state school of its
character and that there are several other important reesons why the
State should perhaps control it. As the prime reason for the Episcopal
Church's interest in Fort Valley and our large investment there during

a perlod of twenty one years has been and still is to render a christian
service to a needy people, I am disposed to believe despite not having
as yet consulted my associates in an official way, that they would prob-
ably take the same view of the matter as do I.

I would be glad to learn from Chancellor Sanford to whom I am sending a
copy of thils letter, or from you whether serious consideration hgs been
given or is likely to be given to the subject by tHe suthorities of the
State of Georgla, supported perhaps by cooperavingﬁgﬁucational—foundatiens.
With kind regards, = A

Sincerely j?@?ss

Rebnls 40 Palle s

Robert W. Patton- [ © T
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Y March 12, 1937

Dear 0ld Friend:

TRUSTEES

ROES

THE RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D.
THE RT. REV, ERNEST M. STIRES, D. D,

THE RT. REV. PHILIP COOK, D. D.
THE REV. LUKE M. WHITE, D. D.

THE REV. ROELIF H. BROOKS, D. D,
THE REV. GEORGE L. PAINE, A. M., B. D,
THE REV., WILLIAM H. MILTON, D. D.

JAMES H. DILLARD, LL. D.
MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER
JOHN WILSON WOoOD, D.C. L.
MR. LANGBOURNE M. WILLIAMS, JR.

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS

GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, LL. D,

WILLIAM C, RIVES, M. D,

I am grateful for yours of lMarch lst which traced me from
Birmingham to S5t. Augustine's College where I am today.

With reference to the second parasgraph of your letter, I

wish very much we
or as you wrote it "conversation".

could meet somewhere for a conference
Just yesterday Dre.

Patton was here with me and we discussed the subject of
your second paragraph and he and I are in agreement as to

a feasible and desirable course.

Would you like to meet

him or me or both of us with Mr. Bentley for "conversation"
on this subject?

Your letters will alwayé reach me more quickly through the

office.

Yours as ever

Sincerely,,

Wellace A. Battle

/



"'P/'( Harch 15, 1957

Dear Mr, Hunt: The dedication of the Werm Springs

School building is to take plzce cither
Thuraday or Pridey of this weck. You can get the exact
date by getiing in touch with Mr. Cousing.

Fe are still working on the problem
of gettliug the State interesied in Fort Valley. I had
an opportunity for twe confereuces with the Chanceller
during Jeuuary, and for the first time he nude some
rather delinite slalements which one umight comsider com-
altments. Kegotiations of thie type sre something which
can't be rushed %oo much, of course, beceuse there are
at leust three and perhape more crganiszetions interested.

It is beginning to oceur to me that
perhaps teo meny of us ere pughing these negotistiouns,
I had been doling so before I left Ceorgis, and have cone
tinved dolng so, even since I heve been with the Fund,
Theorciicelly it is Mr, Cousins' job, and perhaps I had
better drop out of the plcture in any sctive way. 1
haven't written Cousins about this, but I expect to talk
with bin sbout it the next time I see him. You can
readlly see thet with two proponents there is the danger
of cur approsches being enough different for some con-
fusion to result. What is your opinion of it? Don't
you think I had better drop out snd work entirely through
Er, Cousing?

Very truly yours,
JCDs Mck J. C. DixoN

Er. s A, Hunt ‘ =
1520 R Street, N. W, ‘___ .
Washington, D. C.

Ce to Fort Valley
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GENERAL EDUCATION BOARD

FOUNDED BY JOHN D, ROCKEFELLER 1902
(INCORPORATED 19038)

49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK

W. W. BRIERLEY, SECRETARY L ‘
ERS. |9 'E&{: 0
Merch 16, 1937
m Yol o
U v
My dear Imbree:
Your letter of.-Bghriz = Sl E S NS SO FEESL
ny shsence on rip South, but on my return I
W&s Very d d it end slso your memorandum on
higher educetion in Georgie.
portunity to talk with Dr. R. W.
Patton :n Church Institute & few deys ago.
He expr a3 entirely favorsblse to turw¢ng
over the the Tort Vealley School to the State
if they sured that the State wes genu_nely
intersated in and youlw develop the institution &s an
f;rLCT ltursl school. I suggested to him that he discuss
*‘@ tter with Mr. Dixon and Chencellor Sanford. I also

id t et T tnou" ht the best tnut we ﬂoulc

hope for from

a4 14 be

Lh— State g willingn he obligation
of huy,crt tl'* the State g” hardly vote

en appropriation to rei"ku_ss COuhl Board for

the property. I donlt believ ton would expect this.

Since thls conference Dr. Patton has written
g letter to Hr. TH'-""n gbout the matter. I =m glad to
see your interest in the subject and shzll be glad to
keep in touch i{h you and Dixon as to any further devel-
opments.
.Jgiiz'Ll good wishes, I em
.."'J
tu\?\% Cordielly yours,
‘
M{C‘h‘ﬂw
Mr. Edwin R. ident
Julius Rosenw
4901
Chi i3
JD:RDE ‘ vl ' ‘ | &
.l. III| i L) 1
Al : Y
i ,\ -::\:I. ;
UL
i = = : eyl B
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werch 2%, 1937

Dear Dr. Senford: Recent correepondence with Dr. Patton,

educational secretery of the American
Church Institute, which organization owns and operates Fort
Valley, &nd with other people who will have to be interested
in the project, indicates the advieability end the possibility '
of pushing our consideration of including the Fort Velley
school in the state system to an early decizion. The whole
project looks very favorable to me, so much so thut I am go-
ing to do 2l1 I cen to get to Atlanta next week to discuass
it with you. I hope that during the week you and I can get
an opportunity for a conference, and if at all possible I
should like very much to have Mr. Smith, the Chairman of the
Board of Regents and anyone else you think ought %o be in-
cluded join us in the couference. I will call you a&s soon
as I get to Allante, or come by your office to see you.

Very truly yours,
J. C. DixoN

Jtate Capitol
Atlanta, Ceorgic

'®
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Dear Dr. Patton: It is not at all certesin that I shall be able to
do so, but I am plauning now to lesve here the

last of this week to go to Ceorgla and to arrange a conference with
Chancellor Senford end Mr. derion Swith, the President of the Doard
of Regents, regarding the whole Fort Velley situstion. It will un-
doubtedly be necesssry for you to join uz in a conference at a later
date. Al the present Lime, nhowever, I wish to push the thing slong
certain lines without your having {o trouble with it.

March 23, 1957

Frankly, what I expect to do is tnis: I hope to
get the Board of Regents to agree Lo have made & very careful study
of the whole progrum of aigher education for Negroes, and in thds way
to learn just exactly how Fort Vailey can fit into s state situstion.
I think I know already, bul the Board of Regenis will be more defi-
nitely and thoroughly convinced if I can get this done than they
would be 1f T simply told them waat I Lhowght ought to be done.

After this first step I have the feeling that e
specific program - very likely of four years of college work - will
be recommended for Fort Valley. This will tske & certain amount of
current annual support; and I am not in favor of the American Church
Institute making any trensfer sgreement with the Sinte of Georgia
unless the Board of Regentz will assure you that adequate support
will be =ccorded Fort Velley for the maximum type of program it should
carry on for the state. Very frankly I expect to set a very high
figure for the current annusl appropriation the state will have to
make. It is not likely that the Regents will be willing to put into
Fort Valley whet I expect to ask them to put into it. They must not
put into it less than the minimum amount required to operate the
optimun program.

After I get to Ceorgia and have had an opportunity
for my conference with the Chancellor I will write you agsin.

JCD MLU ' Sincerely yours,

Dr. Robert ¥. Patton V]

tmericsn Church Institute for Negroes J./C. Dixow
281 Fourth Avenue

New York City
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Mr. Je Co Dixon,

Julius Rosenwald Fund, L

4901 Ellis Ave., -

Chicago, Ill. \ \ i

Dear Mr, Dixon:

I thank you for your letter of March 23rd forwarded from New York and
received at the Capitol Hotecl, Richmond, Va, where I will remain for
about ten days. I have carefully noted what you say in regard to
your plan in connection with the possibility of the Fort Valley N,
and I, 3chool becoming a state institution, your hope to get the
Board of Regents to have a careful study pade of the whole program of
higher education for Negroes, and in this way to learn just exactly
how Fort Valley can fit into the /situation.

You say also "I expect to set a very high figure for the current ¢
annual appropriation the state will have to make's It is not likely
that the Regents will be willing to put into Fort Valley what I
expect to ask them to put into it, They must not put into it less
than the minimum amount required to operate the optimum program,"

You of course know the inside situation, or will know it, much better
than I do, but I am wondering if it would not be good policy not to
set the objective at first so high as to scare them off. TFort Valley
is so well situated for state purposes that 1 they once got into it
on a fair basis, they would probably go forward from year to year
with a progressive increase in their appropriations,

You say you Will undoubtedly wish me to join you (us) at a later date.
If and when a date can be settled on I feel that it would be necessary
for both Mr., Bentley and me to be present and perhaps if practicable
for him, the President of the Fort Valley Board of Trustees, Bishop
Mikell of Atlanta, unless you think that it would be best for us,to
confer first and report to Bishop Mikell and meet him at a later date,
But these details can be worked out later, It is important Tor Mr.
Bentley and me to learn, as soon as practicable, when you would hope
to meet us, During May we will be visiting nearly/all of our School|

Boards, including the Board Meeting of the Fort vd119y 8chood, Perhaps

We might meet at that time. I imagine Jou would wish to confer also

with Mr, Jackson Davis and u

ir'e Favrot of the General Tducation Board
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as well as the Julius Rosenwald Fund in the event any definite

plans may seem feasible, I am sending a copy of this both to your
Chicago address and to the State Board of Georgia.

Thanking you for your letter and with best wishes, I am

Very sincerely,

Reboic 4. Pl

Robert W. Patton

P.S., - I am sending a copy of this letter to the Right Rev. H. J.
Mikell, D.D,, Bishop's House, Atlanta, Ga, and to Mr. H., A, Hunt,
Priincipal of the Fort Valley School at his residence, 1320 "R"

Ste, N.W.,, Washington, D. C. I find I haven't enough extra
copies to send you a copy of this care of the State Board, Atlanta,

Ga.
‘i.::' I‘ I:P
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Mr. Je C. Dixon,

¢/o Julius Resenweld Fund,
h901 Ellis Awvenue,
Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Mr., Dixon:

I have been away for most of the time since your
letter of March 15 was received, otherwise you would have
heard from.me sooner.

I note what you wrote regarding the danger of having
too meny individuals conducting negotiations in the matter
mentioned, and while I can understand readily your point of
view, and must leave any decision in the matter to your good
Judgment, at the same time, I certainly hope very much to have
your continued interest and such counsel and advice as you
think wise to give.

The last time I saw Mr. Cousins he stated that he
expected Dr. Saenford and Mr. Lester would visit Fort Valley on
the 8th enroute to the State Teachers' lMeeting at Albany,
Georgia. I wish very much thet it might be possible for me to
be there at that time, but just now it seems doubtful if I can.
However, I feel that the persons in charge there will be able
to give any necessary informatione If I am not able to meet
Dr. Senford and Mr. Lester in Fort Velley on the 8th, I hope
to see them in Atlante some time during the latter part of
this month or early in May.

You have no doubt had an account of the dedication
of the Rosenwald school at Warm Springs on Merch 18. From my
point of wview, it wes what I would call a decidedly successful
occasion and-all-round happy evente You may be interested to

FJ,._._ = [
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Mr. J.CeDixon = 1/3/1937 = Puge 2,

know that the Fort Valley Glee,Club %%% such a good impression
that it was invited to sing nﬁd@ﬁ%ﬂk %tgolonnade of Georgia

Hall for the President, and inmates of the Warm Springs
Foundation. Fortunately, I was able to be present on this
occesion also and everyone seemed to enjoy the singing greatly.
At the end of the program, lMr. McIntyre, the President's
secretary, beckoned me to come to the President's car for =
brief interview which, naturally, I was glad to have, I had
met Mr. Roocsevelt at Warm Springs before he was President, and
was rather surprised to Mbat he remembered and recognized
me readily.

I should be gled, if possible, to keep in reasonably
close touch with you with a hope of seeing you whenever it is
mutually convenient,

Sincerely yours,

HAH s Jew

Fort Valley N. & I. School.
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April 12, 1937

Dear Mr. Hunt: On Friday, April 2, I had a conference with

Dr. Sanford and ¥r. Marion Smith, the Chair-
man of the Board of Regents. At that time they were apprized
of what you and I had been discussing in regard to the Fort
Valley situation. The present status is approximately as fol-
lows:

Smith and Sanford both agree end admiti that
the prograa of higher education for Negroes in Ceorgis as at
present organized is inadequate and ineffective. I mean, of
course, the state institutions. They agreed further that there
are many reasons why Fort Valley would make an excellent addi-
tion to the state group. They are willing to make every effort
to secure the transfer of Fort Valley to the state and to as-
sure adequate support. I have gons so far as to project a
conference which will include Dr, Patton and ¥r, Bentley
and Dr. fanford and ¥r, Smith. I hope to arrange this some
time during May while Dr. Patton and ¥r. Bentley are in Georgia.

I sn trying to provide for something else which
I think is important at the same time we are working out the
detsils regarding Fort Valley. You know, of course, that the
survey of higher institutions sade two or three ago did not
give adequate attention to the Fegro public colleges. It seems
to me that it would be better for Fort Valley to be incorporated
into a state organization which was intelligently organized and
planned rather than simply to be dropped into it as one more
unit in the state system. With this idea in mind I have pro-
posed to Dr. Sanford and he has agreed that either prior to
the incorporation of Fort Valley into the state system or
simuiltaneously with this action the state should make a sur-
vey of its higher education for Hegroes and begin operating
as soon as possible thereafter on an intelligently planned
program of & state-wide nature,

Pt s



The whole thing looks good to me, so much

so that I sm beginning to wonder if we are going to strike
some snags later on. If we can come to the point of getting
the state to ask for the institution and the American Church
Institute to transfer it to the state, I em not unreasonably
confident, I hope, that I can see adequate current support
as well as mecessary funds for absolutely nesded expansion
and renovation both of plant and of personnel.

I have no desire whatsoever to drop out of
the negotiations because they are related to a matter of
vital interest to me. Since writing you as T did on Mareh
15 I have talked with Cousins and he is asking me to go
ahead acting,as I have in the past, &5 an intermediary
between your board and the state. It just happens that I
am in a position to do this, and that I am in comnection
with other organizations which must ultimately be brought
into the picture. For this reason I am glad to contimme
doing whatever I ecan. I shall keep you informed of what
devslops from our end of the line: I hope you will do
the same for ne.

With personal repards I am

Very truly yours,
JCDeHLU  J.C. Dix
¥r, H., A. Hunt

Fort Valley N and I School
Fort Valley, Georgia



s70s Gy Cloereee } W
Woivago, L24 N e

i 5 9 ww«:ﬂoﬂ? Piro2e alerie riwar Bt
DI @Mm 2y foread 9777%4/&/1% FHe .

C?,fm : /Iez' , 7% .t/ ¢
e spffiee }AZ:J”Z,JWZ{S’W re Sy aZ}

L g o',

e vy . .
Ak
= A

il

[ 2
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POST OFFICE BOX 822
FORT VALLEY, GEORGIA

1520 R Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.,
January 30, 1937.

v W, v

Dr. Edwin R. Embree, President, = )
Julius Rosenwald Fund, , ’
4901 Ellis Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois.

My dear Dr. Embree:

I have just learned that you will probably attend a conference at
Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, February 8 at which Ex-Mgyor Murrsgy
Seasongood of Cincinnati will speak. MNMr. Seasongood has agreed if possible
to visit Fort Valley on his trip South and I am writing to invite and urge
you to accompany him on that visit. And if it is not possible for lr.
Seasongood to visit us, we should still be very glad indeed to have you
come to Fort Valley about that time. I plan to be there at that time and
wish very much that it might be possible for me to see you there or in
Atlanta, if you can not make the trip to Fort Valley.

Through mistake, the application forms for fellowship aid were not
inclosed in your letter of December 10. However, I desire at this time to
recommend one person for assistance. This individual, I eam reasonably
sure, has an application blank and has possibly sent it to Dr. Paty, but
I desire to bring her case to your attemtion in this personal way. The

- person to whom I refer is Jiss Edna Burge, who is now employed in the
J . Department of Sociology at Howard Umiversity. She will, I am sure,
L furnish complete transcript of her record of training and experience with
her application.

This young woman, Miss Burge, is a niece of mine by marriage, the
daughter of Mrs. Hunt's sister. That fact no doubt has its influence but
I believe that with my confidence in Miss Burge's ability to do graduate
work and with my knowledge of her desire and efforts to further her
education, I think I should be glad to recommend her regardless of any
such relationship.

Kindly address your reply to Fort Valley, Georgia. 2

Sincerely yours,

HAH:kw H. A. Hunt, Principal.
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EDWIN R EMBREE= ﬁy
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 4901 ELLIS AVE CHGO=

1938 DEC 50 PM 5 10

AM JUST OUT OF A MEETING OF REGENTS AND FTVALLEY BOARD
COMMITTEES REGENTS COMMITTEE REQUESTED FTVALLEY BOARD AND
AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE TRANSFER SCHOOL TO STATE COMMITTEE
OF FTVALLEY BOARD AND PATTON AGREED IT THE THING TO DO AND
AGREED TO SO RECOMMEND TO THEIR RESPECTIVE BOARDS WHOLE
CONFERENCE VERY SATISFACTORY BELIEVE PROPOSITION WILL NOW GO

THROUGH FURTHER DETAILS WHEN YOU ARRIVE=
J C DIXON,

TO ANY WESTERN UNION
POINT IN U, 5,

20¢ Locawry

IAL HoLIDAY CABLEGRAMS COST oMLY

MES—ASK FOR LIST

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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Edwin R. Embree
President

Margaret S.Simon
Secretary

D.A.Elvidge
Comptroller

Julius Rosenwald Fund

i g J.C. Dixon
4901 Ellis Avenue Director for Rural Education
CHICAGO M. O. Bousfield. M.D.

Director for Negro Health

Raymond Paty
Director for Fellowships

Avgust 12, 1938

Dear Curtis: The enclosed letters, sent in accord-
ance with your suggestion, are self-

explanatory. I am enthusiastic about keeping Mrs. Duncan,
but I do not feel the same way about the general staff in
the practice school. As a matter of fact, the Fort Valley
campus school seems to me poor. If the State takes over
gﬁg ¥%le§ and we help there we shall probably want

c to reorganize the practice teaching both in
the campus school and in rural centers. When the time

comes I am sure we can easily find teachers at least as
good as those now engaged.

Greetings to you and yours.

Very truly yours,

ERE:JW R SO

a3

Mr. J- C. Dixon
507 West 121st Street
New York City
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August 12, 1938

Dear ¥r, Lester: ¥r. Dixon hag referred to me your lete

ter of Auvgust 8. It seems to us that
we should not make any contribution to the salaries of the
practice teachers now at Fort Vallewr, If the present nego- b,
tiations of the State do DOV PU tarough, of course we should =~ -
have no particulsr interest in this sitvetion. If the State
does take over Fort Valley, it seems to us that it should
make drastic reorganizations of the prectice schools That
being so, I can see no edvanitsge in trying to keep the
present staff.

On the other hand, we do wani %o keep
in touch with ¥rs. Duncan and it seems desirable for her to
take up again her comnection with Fort Velley.

The case with her is quite different
from that of the general staff of the practice school.
#rs. Duncan is one of the people whom we will certainly want
to use in comnection with our efforts in rural education and
Fort Vallay seems an excellent connection, at least for the
coming year. I have written formally to Mr. Cousins about
this since he was the one who raised the question about
¥rs. Duncane.

Very truly yours,
ERE:JW =

#r, L. M. Lester
State Department of Education
Atlanta, Georgla

ce JCD
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August, 12, 1938

Dear Mr. Cousins: ¥r. Dixon has forwarded o mea your
letter of August 5. We heartily
agree that we should keep contact with ¥rs. Duncan and we
are particularly interested in her beginning work at Fort
Valley in view of the fact that our relalions with that
institution may become more intimate as time goes on. We
approve the schedule which you have get up, except for the
fect that since Mrs. Duncan should do a great deal of travel-
ing we belleve an allowence for those expenges should be in-
eluded in the amount which she receives. It seems to us
that Deed {and expenses) for the year should be
$1800 rather then the $1500 that you suggested. 7o make pos=—
sible this salary, we are prepared to pay the difference be~
tween the $1280 which is expected from Peach and Macon
Counties and the Southern Education Board, namely a payment
from us of $540.

For your information, Mr. Lester has
raised with ug the question of some extra payment for the
regular practice teachers now at Fort Valley. This, however,
does not appeal to us since if the State takes over Fort
Valley it would probably want to make a drastic reorganiza-
tion of this practice school.

Very truly yours,
ERE:JW CDWIN K. EMBREE

State Department of Eduecation
Atlanta, Georgia

ce JCD
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Mr, J. C, Dixon !__ ¢ i
Julius Rogenwald Fund . 7). g
4901 Ellis Avenue LH_ ; ;
Chicago, Illinois e SRS S I

Dear Mr, Dixon:

I do not have figures on the needs at the Practice
School in Fort Valley, Mr, Hunt is sending you a specific
request today. I consider it very important that this school
shall not go into a slump before the Regents take it over and
still more important that if the Regents do not want it., It
shall begin under private management to do some things which
have not been done heretofore in the state.

It is late to find good teachers but we are now in
contact with several excellent people who would do the job at T
Fort Valley creditably. We can help Mr, Hunt in finding some "\ (Wl [(ve.,
good people, In view of the fact that the administrative staff | ' :
does not include anyone especially equipped to direct teacher \j waean MW,
training, any grant for this purpose should stipulate close 1
cooperation with the State Department of Education in the se- / Connleiren

.......

lection and supervision of the teachers in this school.

I am delighted to knmow that you have finished your ==
work at Columbia. Congratulations!

Sincerely yours, ;’b

1ml/me



H. A. HUNT, PRINCIPAL L. R. BYWATERS, TREASURER

@he Fort Balley Normal amd Industrial Schonl

RercRences ACCREDITED CLASS “A” JUNIOR COLLEGE RereRences

RT. REV. H. J. MikELL, D. D., MR. A. J. EVANS,
108 17TH BT., N. E., ATLANTA, GA. FORT VALLEY, GA.

MR. GEORGE FOBTER PEABODY, for the Training of Colored Youth MR. THEDDDRE J. LEWIS,
BARATOGA SPRINGS, N. Y. 1500 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools

POST OFFICE BOX 822

Fort Halley, Georgia August 15,1938

MPQJO CQ Dixon
507 W.1l2Ist. Street X
New York City. .?”

My dear Mr. Dixon:

At the risk of appearing to be over-insistent,I am
writing you again gbout the possibility of securing some assistance from
the Julius Rosenwald Fund for teachers in our Elementary School. I am
prompted to do thls by a desire to employ a better grade of teachers than
we shall probably be able to secure for the salary offered on the State
schedule alone. As I wrote you before we have been accustomed to supplement
the salaries of these teachers from the funds of the Fort Valley Normel and
Industrial S8chool,but the lack of funds and by vote of the Finance Committee
of our school,we shall not be able to do this hereafter,

In my other communications I asked if you thought 1t
posslble to secure some assistance from the Rosenwald Fund to apply on the
salaries of the Training School teachers but did not meke request for any
definite number of teachers or any definite amount,

While our County Superintendent at this late date has
not informed us just how many teachers we shall be expected to employ for our
Training School, I am supposing that we shall probably have the same number,
12,whose salaries were pald by the State for seven months of the 1937-1938
school year. The Superintendent has not yet made a positive statement but
has expressed to me the hope and belief that the local school authorities
will pay the salaries of both the Elementary and High School teachers for
two months of the 1938-1939 school year,and thus enable us to have a nine-
months' term.

I wish now to make diréct appeal for $1845.00 to be used
to supplement the salaries of 11 teachers at $15.00 per month each for nine
months and the salary of one teacher to serve as principal at $40.00 per
month for nine months,

I am sure you understand our great desire to do a worth
while plece of work and you may be interssted to know that we are keeping in
close touch with Mr. Lester of the Division of Negro Education,and seeking
his asslstance in securing a corps of high-class workers for our Elementary
School. If we can secure the amount requested and continue to have sthe
close cooperation of Messrs. Lester and Cousins,and the assistance of Mrs.
Catherine Duncan,who 1s returning as our Jeanes Supervisor, I have reason to
belleve we shall be able to do a better Job than ever before and justify any
asslistance from the Rosenwald Fund or any other source.

Mr. Lester, I happen to know,i1s trying to keep a hold-
growing more precarious every day- on a group of such teachers as he and I



both believe are able to give the type of service we desire . With this
fact in mind and the time for the fall term drawing nearer,a prompt reply
will be greatly appreclated.

Sincerely yours,

HAH: W H.A.Hunt,Prineipal
Mr.J.CeDixon -2nd sheet-August 15,1938
507 W.1l2Ist. Street ,New York City

CC to 39 Alden Avenue, Atlanta,Gae
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/ ) September 7, 1938
Dear lir. Hunt: Your letter of August 15, copies of which came to

my New York address and my Atlanta address,
missed me because I left New York on August 14 and have just re-
turned from a trip to Hova Scotla. When I got to the oifice yester-
day I talked to Mr. Embree about your request for a grant to supple-
ment the salaries of the feachers in your practice school. He felt
a8 I did when I wrote Mr. Lester {rom New York in August. If we had
any way of knowing whether or not Fort Valley would enter the stete
syster of colleges, we could have made a decision which would have
been based upon both the needs in Georgie and the policies of our
Board. In view of the fact that this was not kmown the only thing
we could do was to make a decision which was as far as possible in
keeping wiih Board policies. This made it necessary for us to turn
down Mr. Lester's request.

If Dr. Cocking presents the survey to the Regents
and if they act favorebly upon his recommendations and the Church
Institute makes possible the developmenti we are all hoping for in
Georgia, I see no reason at &ll why the Fund would not be guite
willing to consider entering into the picture at Fort Valley just
as soon &s we have this assurance. I understand from Dr. Cocking
that he plans to submit the survey to the Board as soon after the
state primary es he can. If possible I shall see him immediately
after that and I should like also to talk with you because the reac-
tion of the Regents will tell us quite definitely whether or not
there is any reason for us to continue nurturing the hopes we have
sustained during the last iwo or three years.

I really wish it were possible to make the grant
requested in your letter because I know just how hard you are
struggling to keep Fort Valley at that peak of efficiency which it
has been occupying under your direction for & long number of years.
Mr. Embree feels the same way and it was no easy matter for us to de-
cide that we could not make a grant at this time. The only consola-
tion that we have is that we hope soon we may be in a position to do
something even more substantial for Fort Valley.

JCDs RW Sincerely yours,

lrt Hq l. mt " "_lh
Fort Valley Normsl and Industrial School
Fort Valley, Georgia
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£ September 8, 1938

Dear Mrs. Duncan: From your letters and from reports of those
who have seen you since you have returned

from New Mexico I know you must have had a delightful as well as

a profitable year of study. All of us are quite happy to have you

back in Georgia, particularly in the Fort Valley situstion which

is at the present time so full of very interesting possibilities.

In thinking of the situstion there and of
your qualifications it occurred to me that you not only were
capable of doing so but that you might also be interested in work-
ing out a plan whereby in addition to your county supervision you
could cooperate with the practice school. I think you could see
the advantages that would accrue f{rom this without my sttempting
to state them in detail. DBehind the suggestion iz the idea which
you and I have thatl the practice schools have not in the past been
nearly sc close Lo the actual rural teaching situaiion es they
should have been. The very detalls of normsl school organization
have, in fact, mede it extremely difficuli Yo achieve this. They
have been so self-contained, so intent upon doing the job within
their own walle that they have not been go wmuch interested gs they
should have been in appraising the situation for which they were
presuning to train teachers. This has been less irue perheps of
Fort Valley than of many other institutions becausze you end other
Jeanee teachers have lived in the insiitution and have therefore
undoubtedly not only effected the thinking of the college staff
but have secured their cooperetion as well.

I don't know how fecasible this is - it's merely
a suggestion - but if you can devise any plan which will meke it
possible for you to have something to do with the practice school
I am sure the normal school would profit from it.

Looking forward to the pleasurs of seelng you
end telking to you sometime this fall, I am

Sincerely yours,
JCD:RW :!: C D IXON
Mrs. Catherine Duncan

Fort Velley Normal and Industrial School
Fort Valley, Georgia
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Dr. Edwin R. Embree A RIS L\{Q e
Julius Rosenwald Fund yt’ I, R
4901 Tlis Avenue U i e}
Chicago, Illinois T2 ' 5

DEa.r Dro mﬂbree:

We are extremely grateful to the Rosenwald Fund for
making it possible to employ Mre. Catherine Duncan as super-
vising teacher for Peach and Macon Counties this year at a
galary commensurate with her ability, training and experience.
The five hundred and forty dollars allocated from the Rosenwald
Fund will be a great help to Mre, Duncan., I suggest that this
money be paid direct to Mrg., Duncan without passing throusgh our
office. I think it will be acceptable to pay her in three equal
installments on December 1, March 1 and June 1, Mrs. Duncan
will make a survey on all the Negro schools in Peach and Macon
Counties and by the first of June will have a report to make to
you on her work and the status of the program in these two counties,

Acain permit me to thank you for this splendid
cooperation,

Very cordially yours,

it Coann

Robert L. Cousins, Director
Division of Negro REducation

rlc/me
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| J ch ' Fort Hal
M a3 September 21,1938
lr.J .C.Dixon i i '
J (S

4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago,Ill. '

Dear lir. Dixon: "__[ 'EWZ .7 Qo ;'
Your 1eUTTEY uf the ?**"ign £ s to me in Weshington

but this is about the first oprortunity to reply.

I have been here for several days gilving what assistance
I can in getting the work of the new school year underway. Thus fer
everything seems to be going well with a good enrollment and both faculty
and students tsking hold of their work in a way which encourages me to
believe we shall have a good year.

I am not sure if you know our lr. Blanchet ,who directed -
our academic work last yeer ,is at Ann .Arbor again this year studying for
his doctor's degree and that early in September,our Mr. Simms,whc was
expected to take over much of lr, Blanchet's work, recelved an offer for
work in hie home Stete,Maryland,and the advantages offered, were such
that we did not feel Justified 1n asking him to remain with us. For a time
this looked rather serious but fortunately- most fortunately- I think- we
were able to secure the services of lMr. Aaron Brown,whom you may remember
ee princlipal of the high school at Moultrlie,Ga. and for the past few years .
principal of the high school and supervisor of the colored schools at
Athens, Ga., to accept work with us. Personally I regerd Mr, Brown as one of
the best school men in thls State, and I am genulnely hopeful of making
some real improvements in our work.

Besides the addition of lr. Browh and another young man, a
graduate of Talladega College with a master's degree from the University
of Michlgen, you know thet we are to have the services 0f Mg Kaliberint e
.Dugﬁﬁg as our Jeanes Supervisor this year . We regard this as a very
fortunate circumstance also and we are hoping that Mre. Duncan will find
1t posslible to give a 1little more time to our elementary eschool than the
Jegnes Supervisors have given heretofore,

I appreciate what you wrote regerding the possibility of
recelving some assistance from the Rosenwsld Fund beinb contingent upon
the action of the Board of Regents and our trustees. Now that the Primer v’@“ﬁ’?&
1s over we are hoping that Dr.Cocking will makesasreportnto the-Board of .. )
Regents at & comparatively early date and that some actiQn will be taken | v
which will eneble us to know Just what to expect. ,In the meantime I want 1
to assure you and other members of the Rosenwald Fund ﬁﬁét we are always y
glad to welcome you and certalinly trust that some of Qﬁ‘will be visiting
the School at & comparstively early date. Ae I have wriften you before and
gg you have perhaps noticed on some of your-+¥isits we #re now prepared -t

R . = = = J - :

-



to entertain visitors in & way that we could not before the completion
of our Home Economics Bullding.

With very kind regards,I am

,. L

H.A.‘unt,Principal
The Fort Valley N.& I.School
Fort Velley,Ga.

Sincerely yours,

HAH:W
Mr.J.C.Dixon-2nd sheet-9-21-38
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g October 25, 1938

Dear Dr. Patton: I attended M¥r. Hunt's funeral in Fort Valley

on the fifth. While there I learned of the
automobile accident Mrs. Patton had had. Since that time I have
not heard reports from anyone regarding her conditiom but I do
hope that the accident wasn't 2 serious one and that she has
entirely recovered by now.

From various sources you have long before
now had reporis regarding Mr. Hunt's funcral. Those attending
(and the composition of the group), the statements made, and all
other incidents of the day testified quite finely to the very
great service he had rendered in the area in which he chose to
work. His death was a real blow to me because I looked on him not
only as a very excellent school man but as one of my seniors im the
state from whom I sought and almost slways secured sound advice and
guidance. He was that rare Negro who was able to look at problems
dispassionately and without undue influence from racial bias. His
advice and counsel kept me from making many mistakes I should other-
wise have nade.

His death, of course, intensifies many of the
problems in connection with Fort Valley and makes even more urgent
the formulation of Georgia's plans for the higher education of
Negroes. The Board of Regents has finally set Thursday,

October 27 as a date for consideration of the Survey of Higher
Education for Negroes in Georgla. I am leaving Chicago tomorrow
to attend that meeting. Immediately after it I imsgine you will
have an official communication from the Board of Regents and I shall
write you personally. The whole project hes moved slowly - some-
times almost unreasonably so. DBut as a matter of fact I suspect
that from the point of view of the long-time program it has been
best. I have the feeling that when the Regenis meet on Thursday
of this week much of the groundwork will have been done and I hope
that thelir decision will be to go zhead with the development of
the state program as you and I have discussed it in the past.

This note is written simply to let you know
that the meeting is to be held and that you may expect some report
on it in the near future.

JCDsRW Very truly yours,
Dr. Robert W. Patton

American Church Institute for Negroes
New York City



Steps in Fort Valley procedure

1.

2.

Meeting New York, June 14.
Later meeting with Mr. Hunt, Mr. Favrot and lir. Embree.

Later meeting with Executive Committee of Fort Valley
Normal and Industriel School

Further steps - tentative.
Probably next meeting with Board of Trustees.



FORT VALLEY

1904 - Mr. Hunt came to Fort Valley.
November 11, 1918 - Americen Church Institute came in.
Land had been purchased prior to November 11, 1918.
Church has not put anything into land.

Jeanes Hall given by Miss Jeanes in 1903.

Huntington Hall given by Mrs. Huntington in 1907.

Library given by Cernegie Corporation.

General Education Board - §100,000 Julius Rosenwald Fund - $25,000

25,000 and (some to
15,000 Mr. Rosenwald public
12,500 school
Public School - 3,500
Science Laboratory - 4,500
4,000
American Church Institute - £40,000 - Ohio Diocese
25,000 - Woman's Auxiliary
Equipment 10,000

Other amounts from individuals in varying amount
Total Plant Fund Assets - $440,241.
Property actually vested in a Board of Trustees.

No indebtedness at all except about $4,000 to $5,000 on current
1936-37 operations.



Conference - Sanford, Patton, Bentley, Cousins, Dixon

Sanford stated historical development of University System from
1932 to date.

1. CSanford's trip to Yale with Governor Russell.
Dick's appointment of first Board of Hegents.
2. Board first baslanced budget.
3. Board next had survey made
Personnel of survey board
Survey made little reference to Negro colleges.
4, Sanford next began consideration of Negro colleges.
First began work on plants
Savanneh - several buildings)
Forsyth - two buildings ) Construction
Albany - )
5. Function of the three institutions.

6. Total appropriastion to three state colleges approximately §90,000

State:
Savanneh - $35,000 ) Will be increased for 1937-38
Forsyth - 22,500 ) Totel Forsyth budget $35,500
Albany - 25,000 )
7. OSanford telked circuitously about development oi white schools
8. $600,000 - repairs ) _
$1,000,000 - buildings ) SPent
$1,000,000 - availsble now
§$160,000 - Savannah )
40,000 - Albany ) Negro schools
50,000 - Forsyth )
9. Procedure
1. Survey
a. Advisory group
b. Work group
c. To consider all Negro colleges in Georgis

$400,000 total investment at Fort Valley
700,000 total spent at Fort Valley

Seanford thinks Regents can put into Fort Valley (if State gets it)
about $53,500 per annum.

Patton thinks Fort Valley needs about $32,000 per year to carry on
present program.

Total budget at Fort Velley about $72,000.

Institute operations progrem irom §17,500 to $22,000



Patton's questions:
1. Church should not have to foot whole bill.

2. Church should recover part of its expenditures.
8. Heirs of original donors - both out of and in state of Georgis.

Both American Church Institute and Board of Fort Valley must

approve project.

Procedure to be followed:

1. Patton suggests Sanford write him a letter picturing what State
wants to do - state program.

2. ©Sanford suggests that JRF (or JCD) (or ERE) push negotiations
for both groups.

Patton's statement:
". « « if and when the authorities of the State of Georgia should
displey a serious interest in the matter, taking practical steps
to provide for the school on a basis at least equal to the provision
made by the Episcopal Church, I personally would iavor turning it
over to the state under conditions satisfactory to both sides."

" « « I am of the opinion that both of these Boards
(the American Church Institute and the Board of the school) would
give serious consideration to it if convinced that through control
of the school by the State a better service to the cause of education

can be rendered than under the school's present auspices.”



Steps:
1. Conference with Sanford and Marion Smith.

Indicate -
Inadequacy of present state program for Negroes.
Needs for Fort Valley in state program.
What it could do.

khat should be state's program of higher education tfor Negroes?
Fort Valley's part in this?
How determine both of these?
A survey or study or proposed progrem.
Would JRF cooperate with GEB in this?
Regents furnish staff other than director?

State will probably not put anything in capital investment.
State should agree to provide full program.
Vhat this program should include:
Four year college
Teacher training
Majors in agriculture and home economics
Land grant college ?

If state wants Fort Valley, propose
l. Program it will carry on there
financial support
2. Basis under which it could and would acqguire plant.

Proposed that JCD go to Atlanta next week (? - 25th), see Lester
and Cousins ftirst and then Sanford and Smith.

Letter to Lester:
Recount what's happened re Fort Valley up to now.
Ask him to be considering total state program of higher
education for Negroes
What should be program at Fort Valley?

Sanford:
Letter from Dr. Patton
Urgency
Conference with Sanford and Smith.

e



Qutline of situtation at Fort Valley

1.
24
3.

4.

7.

8.

1.

Qe

Dur interest in Georgia

Need for concentration in a state

Lack of balance in present program - no Negro school
Reasons for no Negro college in Georgia in program
Development of University System

a. Survey, 1952-33

b. Negro college section - pp. 44-6

Regents only now ready to deal with Negro colleges
Opportunity to

a. Secure careful, longtime plan for Negro education
b. Institute our program in a Negro college

What will be reqguired to achieve this?

It will be remembered that considerable discussion has been had
concerning cooperation at Fort Valley.
Following statements indicate history of our relationship to
Fort Valley

Historical steps beginning with survey, 1932-33.
Plans for higher education for Negroes in Georgia and our

part in them.



/

- — Almost no Negfroes in
this area

® ATLANTA
dtlanta Confederation

\._\
N\ AUGUSTA
Paing Collede

® FORSYTH
State Teachers and
Agricultural College

® FORT VALLEY
5 Fort Valley Normal and
k) Industrial School /
, SAVANN AH
/ B~

Georgia State
ndustrial Collgde

, /

® ALBANY 1/

Georgia Normal and / (/

Aéricultural Collecge

\ 5

/
et g
l'l.\

!Few Nedroes in
this area

/

e U

&



i}k(t & Ill; Ji)%

5 tf:\

1913 & 3,000
1914-17 (inclusive)

($250 annually) 1,000
191¢ £50
1920 500
1922 250
1923 250
1928 10,000

Contributions by Julius Rosenwald Fund

(For current expense)

1929-30 2,500
1930-31 2,000
1931-32 1,500

(For purchase of library books
1929-30 (Feburary) 500

Grand Total

hool contributions by

$15,250

6,000

500

$ 21,750
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Vashiagton, D.C,,
waren ?’ 1929

3&!‘. ht LQ Cﬁu{‘sms, mr&ﬁwr.
Divisioa of Negro Education,
State Dupartment of Fiucatlon,
itlenta, Georgia.

Deay Mr, Sousinas

This woruing | received the inforsation thst President Roosevelt
pious Lo leeve Tashinglon for Term Uprings Thursday night, the 1lth, and ia
expeeting the colored school at Varm Springs to be dedlested during the
tlme thetl he 46 there. I am not quite sure but I think he plans to remslin
gone ten daye or two wesoks,

17 definlte arrengesents have slready been sede [ should be
glad A0 you would kiadly let me know imsedistely, se I wes saked Lo pass
this Loformation along to the person who Lold me of the Prosident's
propogod wislt ond of his expectetion to be present &t the <dedicetion
of the zeohoolhouse,

You may recsll thad you ssked me scue Lime wpo &F ve -~ Fort
Valley —- could send over puse alagers so as o wuke sure of having scue
reesonsbly good musie for this ccossion, and I assured you thet we should
bo glad to do so, The party =ith vhos I telked over tue telephone lhought
it would be & ygood thiug if I could go to Wera Eprings s fev days belfore
the time for the dedication and give such help we L might in working out
detaila of the progrem and dofag e little edvertising throughout that
seclion 80 we Lo make sure bhet there would be ¢ representstive group
of Hegroes present.

L should be glud if you would let se¢ know your thought sbout thie
whole watter ot once and cutline Just whut you should lize to have se or
our singers from Port Velley do. I need not tell you that I shall be very
gled indeed to do anything 1 possibly can to aske this cocasion worth
wille iu every way poscible.
|

Lo the time 1o comparatively uharﬁ, I #ould/greatdy sppreclute &

& reply at your varlicst coavenlence. \ _
- =1 |
; - ‘ .. Ll - ]

4



April 1%, 1957

e

Dear Dr. Sanford: As we agreed when I talked with you
and ¥r. Ssith in Atlanta week before
last, it is guite evident that the next step regarding
the Fort Valley set-up is for you and dr. fmith to have
a conference with Dr. Patton and #r. Dentley of the
American Church Institute for Negroes. I have written
Dr. Patton and am snclosing a copy of my letter to him.
I wonder if you would be so kind as to write him immediately
and ask 1f = conferencs can be arranged. The sddress is
imerican Church Institute for Negroes, £81 Fourth Avenue,
Few York. It is my understanding that he and ¥r. Hentley
are to b2 in Georglas during May, and I suggest that you
write him as soon as possible so he can make arrangements
to meet you.

If you think it advisable for me to
do so, I should like very much to be present at this con-
ference, not that I wish to direct it in sny wey but that
I should like very much to be kept thoroughly informed
80 we nay know how and to what extent we may coopersate
with you. In order that Dr. Patton may know what is go-
ing on, I am taking the liberty of sending him & copy of
this letter.

Very truly yours,

Chancellor £. V. Sanford
University System of Georgia
State Capitol

Atlanta
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Effp April 13, 1le27

Dear Dr. Patton: The Board of Regente of the State
of Georgla is guite willing and

eager to go shead with its negotiations regarding the
transfer of the school st Fort Valley to the state sys-
tem. This is quite evident to me as the result of a
conference I had with Chancellor Sanford and ¥r. Marionm
Saith, the Chairman of the Board of Hegents, on Friday,
April 2.

It seens to me that the next step is
for you and Yr. Dentley to have a conference with Chan-
cellor fanford and Cheirman Smith. I should like very
mach to be present at thut conference if it is possible
to do so. If you think it advisable, I wonder if you
would be willing to write to Chancellor S. V., Sanford.
State Capitol, Atlanta, Ceorgis, =nd arrange for a con-
ference with him. I am »riting him today, suggesting
the same possibility.

Very truly yours,

-

r

JCD:MLU

¥r. Robert ¥. Patton

Amarican Church Institute for Legroes
L8l Fourth Avenue

New York City
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My dear Hr. Dixor

—
.

I thenk you for your letter of April 13th saying that the
Board of Kegents of the State of Georgis is "quite willing end eager
to go shead with its negotiations regarding the transfer of Fort
alley to the State system" and that you have advised Chencellor
tae next step is for Mr. Bentley and me to have a

conference with him end Chairman Smith while we are in Georgis during
the month of May. Mr. Bentley and I can arrange to meet these
yentlemen, if scceptable to them, on Saturday morning, lMay 15th.

I note also in your letter that you would be glad to be
present if hccsgt:}ie to the Chancellor. It would certainly be very
gratifying to Mr. Bentley and me to have you present on that occasion.

Ve will be very gx&d indeed to heve this conference with you gentlemen
to learn in detail the proposal you have in mind.

I must leave the city today for guite & tour, but Mr, Bentley
will be in the office, or not far awey, and will read any communication

from you and let me know whether the date qubnehuad is acceptable to
you hcquEIGH- I am following your suggestion by writing to Chancellor

Sanford in this mail and will enclose a copy of the letter to you.
With every good wish, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Reluit 0. Palloan

Robert V. Patton

R“F‘f'.):&{'-i.‘.l




Apri} 16, 1937

Chancellor 8., C. Sanford P d
Stete Capitol
Atlanta, Georgis

Dear Chancellor Sanford:

Mr, J. C. Dixon of the “osenwald Fund has sent
me a copy of his letter to you of April 13th suggesting that
you, Mr, Marion Smith, Chairman of the Board of Regents of
Georgia, Mdr. Bentley and I have 2 conference, during our ap-
proaching tour in the South, in regard to the possibility of
transferring our Fort ;_p”h' School to the State system., Mr.
Dixon, in hie le ) you "®hat he has sent you a copy
of his letter to me, which explaina itself.

In view of this suggestion and request from Mr,

Dixon, the Rev, C., E. Bentley, 4ssociate Director of the
Institute, and I have looked over the dates of our itinerary
in the South during May to attend the meetings of the Boards
of our Schools, znd find that we could meet you and Cheirman
Smith on Saturday morning, May 15th, There will be 2 meeting
of our Fort Valley Board on Friday, HMay l4th, and we have
other engagements in other states during the following week.
Saturday morning, May 15th, therefore, will be the most accept-
ablo date to us and I trust it will be agreeable to you, ir.
“mith end Mdr. Dixon. I take it for graented, in view of what
Hr., Dixon says in his letter to you, that he also will be
present.

I am enclosing a copy of my letter of thies date
to Mr. Dixon., Will you not be good enough to write to me at
this address zs soon as possible le¢ting Mr. Bentley and me
know whether we can count on this date being accpptable to
you and to the other gentlemen.

With best wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

Robert ¥, Patton
REP: AP |
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Mre. Je Ce Dixon, Director, 5 EhE)s
Rural Education,

Julius Rosenwald Fund, 9 _Ql‘-f’ (j/’ /flg'“
] : T

4901 Ellis Avenue, /A
Chicago, Illinoise v

Dear Mr, Dixon:

Your letter of April 13 was forwarded to me in New York
and this is my first opportunity to reply.

I am pleased to note the progress which you seem to be
meking in the matter of relating our school at Fort Valley more
directly to the educational system of Georgia, and I trust you
will not strike any "snags later on."

As you probably know, while Dr. Patton, director of the
fmericen Church Institute, and Mr. Bentley, his assistant, should
be called into any conference on the matter under consideration,
as I see it the trustees will be the ones to make the final
decision., Since this is true it will be necessary to have the
matter pessed on by the full board and in my opinion it may be
wise also if certain members of the board - possibly members of
our executive committee of which I am a member - should perhaps
be called into some preliminary conferences.

I agree most thoroughly with the idea that there should
be "an intelligently planned progrem of state-wide nature" if we
are to expect any material improvement over the present
situation,

I am sure I need not say to you that my chief interest
in the whole matter is an improvement qfhr—the educational condi- *
tions in Georgia, ecpecially as related to Negroese

Sincerely yours, ] z&/”/’ﬁ

kw He A, Hunt, Principals

With very kind regards,

HAH

e
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,.@”‘&*y 109 Kleventh Street, Northeast
' ” Washington, v. C.
e May 6, 1937
My dear Mr. Dixon: Y

I am enclosing for your 1nformaiion a copy of a letter
recently addressed to Bishop H. J. Mikell of Atlanta

wvhich is self-explanatory.

I have been informed that the Fort valley school
contemplates enterl?gophe gystem of the State of
seorgla., 1 aincerelyAJEls move will continue to make
poscsible the realization of the ideals upon which the

school has been built.

My work here with the National Yoath Administration
goes well and I am finding Mrs. Bethune to be a most
inspiring person to work with. I hope that if you come

to Washington any time soon you will come 1ln to see us,

very sincerely yours,

T AHotaa
¥. 5. Horne
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709 Fleventh Ltreet, Northesst
“ashlngton,. U, C.
April 17, 1937

pishop hH. J. Nikell

Chairmen, voard of Trustecs

fort Valley Normal and Industrial School
Fort Valley, Ceorgie

¥y dear Iishop Wlkell:

In view of the fuet thet I wagmelected Acting Prineipal

of the Fort Velley Hormal and Industriel Schocl by the

## boegrd of Trustees &t its lsst precular meeting in Feort
Valley on Msy 12, 193€ snd, that I was subseguently granted
leave of slLsence to sccept &ppointment vy the Federal
Government asa sscistant Director of tLhe Division of HNegro
Affeire in the Hational Youth 4dministeation snd, since the
period of lesve terminates with the dete of the szannual
voard meeting in May, I hereby tender my formel resignation
from the /eting Princlpalship of the Fort Vulley Normal
end Industrisl cchocl in order to pursue without gqualifie
ceation my duties with the National Youth Administration.

It is my eincere bellef ihat my present work offers even
vider opportunity 1o serve the hegro youth of the Couth

end of the Nation in whose interest I have alreasdy devoted
over ten yeurs of my life and, further, my withdrewal now
vill make the wey clesr for your own sdministrstive planning
for the future of the school.

I wish to expres: to you and t0 the meumbeprs of the Doard

my sincere rcppreciation of your supvort and your cooperation
during my ten years of sesoclation »ith tfe institution as
tescher and as sdminietretor, 1L have deemed 1t & privilege
to be pssoelisted with you end to have hed some small share
in the development of &n institution whiech, throurh thirty
yeare under the guidance of Principsl H.A.Hunt and his

loyal coworkers, has potentianlities of bLecoming one of the
most elgnlficant educstionsl institutlions in the Couth.

I extend to you, to Ur. Patton, to ¥r, Hunt and to the
officlals of the lLoard, of the ‘merican Church Institute

tnd of the school my kindest personal regarde snd sincere
best wishes for your continued devotion 1o the hizh Christlan
idesl of eduestion&l opportunity for Negro youth.

Yoat respectfully submitted,

Frank S, horne
feting Prinelpal
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May 16, 1937
Piedmont Hotel,
Atlanta, Ga.
Mr. J. C. Dixon.

39 Alden Avenue.,M W

Atlanta, Ga.

Dear lr. Dixon:

On account of the pressure on us in the next ten days in
covering our Board meetings and other duties, Mr. Bentley and I de-
cided that it would be best for your convenience as well as our own,
to write the letter you requested of us at once, rather than run the
risk of too much delay in case we are tied up with unavoidable duties
after leaving Atlanta. We made this decilsion after your telephone
message that you would be called to New York sooner than you had ex-
pected.

Mirst of all, accept our expressions of admiration and ap-
proval of the statesmanlike plan for Fort Valley's place in the edu-
cational system of the State of Qeorgia, as outlined so clearly and
vividly by the Chancellor, Doctor S. B. Sanford, and yourself, in Nr,
Bentley's and my conference on Saturday, May 15th, with you gentlemen
and Mr. R. L, Cousins. The purpose to make the school a four year
Teacher's College, to give scientific training in agriculture, horti-
culture and in the related trades, with a mrobable appropriation from
the beginning for maintenance. of §35,000.00, together with appropri-
ations for buildings and equipment as may be necessary to carry
through the program as outlined, will certainly be an important factor
when our authorities face the difficult responsibility of deciding
what their duty is in the cquestion of turning the school over to the
State.

After you gentlemen had frankly and clearly outlined your
plan for Fort Valley in the event that our authorities consent to
transfer the institution to the control of the State, you asked us to.
give you gentlemen an equally frank statement as to what conditions
we thought our authorities would require. After explaining that the
subject had never been considered by our Boards, and that we could not
therefore commit them, we stated that we had discussed the subject
with several of the members of the Board of the Institute and of the
School, and that we believed that the following considerations fairly
represent the viewpoint of that minority of our authorities with whom
we have discussed the subject. We are inclined to believe, also, that
the remainder of our official group would, if and vhen the matter comes
before them, emphasize the considerations we mentioned in our confer-
ence, the substance of which we summarize below:

(1) We are sure that without exception our authorities will be
poverned in their action first of all by what shall seem their duty in
the spiritual development of the Negro. and their conception of the
term "spiritual’ will include education. Our authorities are in the
habit of thinking of education as a spiritual process, and ou® Ipstl-
tute schools, as you are fully aware, Bave Deen /eonducted wWith tha%
premise as their basis. Since you, your associftles, and the othe
tlemen with whom we conferred on Satu:day _rol§j[§mllar views, ﬁ Will
|"\:E“.."H 4 . |
I /
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be able to present to our group the reasons why you think it our duty to
transfer the school. with the assurance in advance that they will under-
stand and appreciate your viewpoint.

(2) We stated in our conference that if it should be decided to
transfer the school to the authorities of the State, our authorities gfhkﬂ
retain a small tract of land, two or three acres more or less, on whi
chepel, perhans a community house and other facilities for reliwious and
social service to students, and to people of the community. I have no doubt
that the land reserved could be arranged in a mutually satisfactory loca-
tion.

(3) Although the Fort Valley Normal and Industrial School did not
become formally connected with the Episcopal Church until 1917, the Ht.Hev.
o g 9 helson D.D., at that time Bigshop of Georgia, was President of the
ﬁoard of irustees of the school several years before it became connected
with the Episcopal Church, and on his recommendation during that period
the Institute made the school small annual eppropriations.

Since our official connection with the school, about twenty
years ago, we have remitted to the school for maintenance in ezmcess of
$364,000.00, and for capital investments, including buildings and eguipment,
in excess of 5414,000.00, according to a notation recently sent me by our
Secretary, a total of around ¥778,000.00, It is not necessary to go over
with meticulous care records ruming back so many years, but the above is
given merely as indicative of the large investment in the school by those,
who for the most part made thelr contributions because it was a church
school. Of the total for bulldings, etc. the General Education Board gave
us about $151,000.00, and prior to 1ir. Rosenwald!'s death, the Julius Hosen-
wald Fund gave us mlO 000.00 for the building program at Tort Valley. In
addition to remittances from our central office, the two Episcopal dioceses

of UGeorgia have sent annually varying sums direct to the school. The total
from these two sources would be a large additional sum, and othser contri-
butions from individuals would make a still larger sum,

The minority of our official group with whom we have discussed '
the subject have expressed thelr conviction that since not a few of those
who have given generously in response to our appeals for Fort Valley have
passed into the other world, we haven't the rlqnt to surrender the school
without recovery of a portion, at least, of the capital investment. Should
the transfer be consummated, they desire to be very gensrous, but since
other educational cornorations have been given large sums for the education
of liegroes under public auspices, they do not think a church corporation
whose funds were given for the maintenance of llegro schools under private
auspices, should be expected to bear the whole cost, Mr.Bentley and I,
therefore, expressed the opinion that our authorities would take the ground
that they would be going as far as they conscientiously can in requiring a
payment of w150,000,00.

There is another important point in this conrection, which some
of our officials have expressed, namely the fear that the heirs of some of
our donors might sue the Institute on the ground that the original purpose
of the gifts had been diverted. The Institute should not only havé protec—
tion agrinst such contingencies, but since tﬁé‘larﬁéffgﬁ sp’h%'am thig~
School could have been used to utrnnrthen the wor: imour other schools @d;
authorities feel that at least some of it should| be *,overed foxr thafp nfﬁk
pose. In one of your excellent statements gesterdayylyou advocated oury re-
lease of Fort Valley to the State, because af the dify iculty, a8 g¢omp: _ed
with some years ago of securing funds for privete odWeabiofu, It is trde

UNIVERSIT
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but it is for that reason in part that our authorities feel that, in the
event that Fort Valley is transferred to the State, they should recover a
part of the investment in Fort Valley in order to fortify the work of ow
other Schools.

lle mentioned another point yesterday, which, in view of your re-
quest that we embody in writing the most important points in our conversa-
tion with you, it is just as well to repeat. The authorities of the Church
in Georgia were many years ago induced to join with the Institute in main-
taining these schools. Ve formerly had one in Brunswick, Ga., a very good
school, but in order to strengthen Fort Valley, the Institute persuaded the
Bishop of thet diocese to close it, in order to concentrate all of our
strength on Fort Valley. He would not have taken that course had he be-
lieved there was even a probability of consummating the proposal now under
consideration. loreover bothh of the dioceses of Georgia have sacrificed
some of the funds which would have been used for their other work for Ne-
groes, had they not joined with the Institute in the development of Fort
Valley. Ve are, in view of these and other factors, bound to do all we
reasonably can to compensate them forthese sacrifices on the part of the
authorities of the two dioceses, who during all of these years believed
that they were partners in a permanent work, instead of a temporary onse,
which will be the case if Fort Valley is to go to the State.

—_—— e e e o

I think this covers the most important points which we discussed
on Saturday, and explains some of the limitations which confront our
autliorities.

Please, in preparing your paver for our Board, which meets on June
1l4th, give for their information the same clear statement of what you and
others conceive and expect to accomplish with Fort Valley as the apex of
Negro education in the State of Georgia. Please. also. be prepsred, if
uracticable. to give us &n approximate estimate as to when the State Board
would wish to telte charpge, in case our authorities agree to the proposal.

A serious injustice might be done to our Principal, Yaculty, and students
with sll of the uncertainties involved in a chenge, if it were not decided '
well, abundantly well, in advance of the close of the school year. The
Institute would alsc be embarrassed for the same reasons. If this chenge is
to be made we hope it will be settled as soon as practicable.

In view of the great importance of this matter te all concerned,
will you be willing Lo come in person before our Board, if I can arrange it
after consultation with our President? I personally would like very much
to have you do so, but there may be reasons,unknown to me, why it would be
better to have you at a later date., It distresses me deeply to contemplate
the ?OSSlbllle of piving Fort valley up, after so many years of association

with it, but if we must in duty face it in a serious way. then I think it
shoulu go before our Board under conditions favorable to full and disinter-
ested consideration. It seems to me that to this end, your presence will
be most important,

L shall be at the Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans from the 17th, in
the evening, till late afternoon of the 18th, and at Biloxi, Miss., care of
Western Union, from the 19th to 21st. Can.you urite or wire me at glther
place, letting me know if this is received gna sattquztormfﬁhnﬂ whether you
would be wlllinh to come to our Board lieeting anﬁ.pr_%ent the caB%e ag ﬁouf

see it. A - F
{}Jth you. || ry

Ir. Bentley and I enjoyed our convers t10¢

CordiaXty yours, ' |

Witr all good wishes, il By
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Dear Dr, Patton: Since you left vesterday I have thought
of your invitastion to appear at your
Board meeting in New York on June l4th.

My personszl interest prompts me to do this -
in faet, to cooperzte in any possible way - but it has occur-
red to me that I can't overlook official procedures and impli-
cations. Therefore, I presume to state the followiag consid-
erations:

(1) I om not officially connected with
the Board of Regents or the St:te Department of Educatiom.

Therefore, before accepting your iavite-
tion, I wish to be sure {1) that Dr. Sanford wants me to w
and EE) Mr. Eabree spproves and, if I do accept, it must be®
understood that I am acting »c en inmdividual with no official
congections implied or understood.

I*11 talk with Dr. Sanford and write ¥r.
Embree and write you im consonance with their reactions.

Very truly yours,

Dr. Robert W. Patton
Bilm, Miss.

JCD¥n



Dear Mr. Embree: Sanford, Patton, Bentley, Cousins, and I met in

Sanford's office Saturday, May 15th. The coanfer-
ence was only fairly satisfasctory. 1I'll give you the details of it in
New York next week. This letter is for the purpose of securing your
reaction to and advice on & proposal of Patton's.

He ssked me to meet with his Board in New York
on June 1l4th to describe to its members what the State of Georgia heas
in mind in conmection with its program of higher education for Negroes

. and how Fort Valley might fit into the project. Senford or Lester

should do this. Sanford, without formsl action of the Board of Regents,
cannot make & proposition to the American Ch.rch Institute. Pattonm
finds himself in the same positiom. Both are jockeying for position,

I think - Senford to secure Fort Valley without capital outlay and Pat-
ton to realize on the transfer.

This attitude of Patton's wes new and unexpected
to me and I couldn't help wondering if the idea of selling Fort Valley
grew out of the combination of my long time interest and asctivity and
the fact of my present commection with the Fund.

Two genersl procedures asre possible {in so far as
I am concerned). Either (1) I can accept Patton's invitation or (2)
I can turn it down. (1) If I turn it down I csn and should sey that
Sanford or someone from the Division of Negro Educatiom in the State De-
partment of Education - in this case, Lester - should act as the inter-
mediary. (2) If I accept it should be with the distinct understanding
that I'm serving not as an employee of the Fumd but as an individual
whose reasons for participation in the negotiations emsnaste from the
facts of previous interest and effort and entail neither an expressed
nor an implied obligation on the part of the Fund.

I should prefer being guided by you in this and
will wait until I hear from you before accepting Patton's invitatioa.

Sincerely,

Mr. Edwin R. Embree, President
Julius Hosenwald Fund
Chicago, Ill.

4CD%m
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May 19, 1987

‘;_‘1 . »

Deer Dr. Hornes Your letter of May 6th sent to me in Chi-
cago was forwarded to me by my secretary.

Though I hate very much to see you 4o any-
thing which would seem to permanently sever your commection with
some kind of service in Georgia, I cannot blame you for accept-
ing the work you are now doing in Washington on a permauent
basis. I hope, however, that the time will come when you will
find professional and pleasant work again in Georgia. 1 say
this in spite of the fact that I am no longer officially con-
nected with the Stete Department or any of the higher institu-
tions.

If I should by chance get to Washington I
shall be sure to look you up. If you come to Chicago please
be sure to do the same thing while there. In either event
let's keep in touch with each other because I should like to
know what you are doing.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Frank 8. Horne
709 Eleventh Street, Northeast
Washington, D. C.

JCD*m
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Mr, Je Ce Dixon,
39 Alden Avenue, N.W,.,
Atlanta, Ga,

Dear Mr. Dixon:

I received your letter of May 24th on my arrival, after our long 5,000
mile journey to our school board meetings, in Richmond, Virginia.

I am trying to catch uwp with an awful pile of mail received here,

I am delighted to know that you can be with us at our board meeting
on June 1l4th at 281 Fourth Avenue, New York. I think that in respect
for your and Chancellor Sanford's request that this matter be kept
within our official circle for the present, our President, Bishop
Perry, will make that session of our board an executive session.

As previously stated our Board will meet at 2:30 o'clock Monday after-
noon, June 1l4th. If, however, you can arrive about 3:15 it will be

soon enough. There are some preliminary matters not related to the
Fort Valley question which the Board will have to take care of before
taking uw the Fort Valley matter, I shall have to make my report to

the Board on the other schools as brief as possible in order to give you
ample time to explain the Fort Valley matter and to enable members of
the Board to ask you such questions as they may desire to ask. I have
been wondering if it would not be a good plan for you to bring with you
a rough outline of the map of the state of Georgia showing the location
of Fort Valley and the other units of the plan for Negro education in
Georgia, Do not let this suggestion burden you., Use your own judgment.
I merely thought that something of that kind might be helpful in

making clear to them what you, Chancellor Sanford and others have in
mind,

I am going to spend a few days at my home near Lindsay, Virginia before
arriving in New York around the 8th or 9th. Please be good enough to

drop me a line at the office,and send a copy to Lindsay, Virginia, detting
me know that this letter has been received, I am sending a copy of this
letter to the Taft Hotel in New York.

With best wishes,
Sincersly yours,

Redutts 20 Palloun

Robert W. Patton,.



June 1, 1937

Dear Mr, Favrot: It is hardly necessary for me to

do so, but I thought that I would
write to remind you to talk to Dr. Patton about the
matters you, Mr. Embree, and I discussed last weelk.
It seems to me that it would be absolutely foolish
and a waste of the time of all of us for the Ameri-
can Church Institute to set up a price of £150,000
for Fort Valley. You know the arguments against
this STWSIT I do, or even better, and if you
will be sure to get in touch with Dr. Patton as
soon as he gets back to New York it might help quite
a bit when we get into the meeting on the 14th.

Sincerely yours,

I
JCDsMLY - € DixoN

¥r. Leo Favrot

Ganeral Bducation Board
&Y west 4vta otresi

New York City



June 2, 1937

Ky dear Dr. Patton:

Frowm what kr. favrot and Lr. Dixon tell me theére ssens
to Ve considerable interest orn the part of officials of the Uni-
versity of Georgie in taking over Fort Vallgi and making it the
state college of agriculture for ﬁagraas. I wisgh I could talk
with you about the situation; If you are in Hiclumond any time
soon, please drop by. According to reports the officers of the
University see a possibility of the state's taking over the prop-
arty, developing and supporting it in the future, but they do
not see any prospect of gecuring the figure mentiomad, $150,000,
with which to pay for it.

In one sense it is perhaps expecting %00 much to ask the
Church Institute to make a gift of this property to the state and
yet if it were turned over the church would be relieved of the re-
curring item of support. This would relesse resources needed for
the development of 3%t. Augustine's, 5t. Paul's, Voorhess and other
schools under your support. The deovelopment of Yort Valley, with
its rural 1life program, is one of the fine accomplishments of the
Church Instltute in Negro sducstion and whatever comes of the nego-

tiations I sm naturally pleased to see this interest on the part

/
i
.f’



Dr. Patton « 2 June 9, 1937

of responsible white officlals of the state in providing more sp-
propriately for the agricultural and industrial training of Negro
youth of one of the great agricultural states of the South.
With kindest regards,
Cordially yours,

Lhsty Das

Dr. Lobert W. Patton
American Clmrech Institute
281 Fourth Avemue

New Yori, New York

JDLC
ce to Lindsay, Va.
cc to LMF, Atlanta



MPMORANDUM ON NEGRO HIGHER EDUCATION IN GEORGIA

The group of Negro private institutions in Atlanta, under the
aegis of Atlanta University, are capable of carrying the high reaches
of education not only for Georgia but for the whole region of the central
Southeast. This group will probably receive increasing support froam
church boards, foundations, and private individuals and will become the
leader in higher education for this regionm.

With the Atlante group setting standards and carrying the
higher branches, the obligation of the State of Georgia is to take care
of mass education of the Negroes of Georgia and to provide professional
personnel in the various fields, especially to provide teachers for the
common schools. At the moment the State is maintaining three Negro in-
stitutions which are perts of the Georgis University System: the state
college at Savanneh and the junior colleges at Forsythe and Albany.

The state college at Savannah has never satisfactorily worked
out its program or delimited its scope. It is properly the state college
of agriculture and mechanic arts and should probably limit itself pretty
definitely to these fields. The ambition to develop a large department
of general studies (common to almost all state colleges, especially Negro
state colleges) is not wise in itself and is peculiarly unnecessary in
Georgia where the Atlante group of colleges is prepared to carry liberal
arts and the higher reaches of university work. Unfortunately, the
chancellor of the state university system seems inclined to respond to

the continued appeals of the Savannah school to pour in increasing money



Fort Valley High and Industrial School contributions

R

by Julius Rosenwald:

1813

1314-17, Inclusive
($250 annually)

1919
1920
1922
1923

19e8

$ 3,000

1,000
250
500
250
250

10,000

$15,250

Contributions by Julius Rosenwzld Fuad

(For current expense)

19298-30
1950-51

1351-5¢

2,000
1,500

$ 6,000

(For purchase of library books)

1929-3%0 (February)

2500
Grand Totsl

$15,£50

6,000

$00

$21,750
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i’\j/} June 17, 1937

Dear Dr. Patton: It was nice of you to ask me to meet with

your Board in New York on Monday, and con-
sidersate of them to give me the time which they did. No matter
what may be the outcome of this meeting, I feel that certain
things have been definitely accomplished. We were able to get
over to your Board the fact that a public authority is inter-
ested in the job the Institute is now doing, and is also now
interested - as far as it is possible to do so - in relieving
the Institute of much of the load of a locsl nature. As agreed
between you, Mr. Bentley, and me in your office Tuesday, I am
to contimue my efforts in connection with this problem, keeping
you informed of the warious steps I take and ultimately notify-
ing you whether there is any definite financial proposition the
state is able to make to your Board.

I find it difficult not to get just a little
bit emotional in conmection with this whole problsm. I feel
that the possibilities involved in the proposal are so signifi-
cant as to merit the very careful consideration of the state
authorities and of the suthorities of your organization. Your
Board probably thought that I was quite dogmatic and opinionated
as the result of the statements I made regarding how effectively
Fort Valley could and would fit into a public progranm of higher
education for Hegroes in Georgia. My opinions, howevar, were
not those that had grown up over night, but had dsveloped from
five or six years of increasing interest and caraful thinking
and study of the problsm. As a result of this it seems to me
that the Institute might well afford to feel that it had done
a job - and a good one at that - when a public authority is
willing to assume a responsibility which has up to the present
baen yours.

I do not know what may be the ultimate out-
come. I expect to proceed along the lines you, Mr. Bentley,
and I discussed so frankly until I have gone just as far as
I think I can go.

Very truly yours,

JCD:MLU e
L IXON
Dr. Robert W. Patton
American Church Institute for Negross
New York City



d June 17, 1937

Dear iir. Hunt: The meeting with the Board of the

American Church Institute in New York
on the 1l4th was an interesting one, and with the excep-~
tion of the fact that I did not get very far with my
negotiations, a pleasant one. Conditions were such, of
course, that I had to approach them with an initial pro-
possal which amounted to a gift of the plant to the state.
As was to be expected, I found a variety of opinion in
the Board.

I should prefer relating all of my
experiences to you personally the next time we are
together, but will say now that the meeting of the Board
left the whole proposition open, to say the least.

I think there is a pcssibility that we may work out the
transfer. From ths point ol view of ths Board, I am
afraid that this is going to be conditiomed upon finding
a comnsiderables sum (whose source I do not at present see)
with which to rscompense the Institute.

I expect to be in Atlenta the last
week of this month. If you happen ito pass through call
me %o we can get together and I can t8ll you in detail
what occurrad.

S8incerely yours,

JCDsMLY XON

Mr. H. 4, Hunt
1320 R Street, N. W. ‘ '
Waghington, D. C.

»f;’;l
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June 17, 1937

Dear Dr. Coss: It looked as if I would never finish my
conferences with the American Church

Institute group. /Honday afterncon I met with the whole group

and Tuesday spent much of the day with Dr. Patton and

Mr. Bentley.

The conferences were somewhat of a dis-
appointment to me. About the only stalement I can make on
the project of transierring Forli Valley to the state is
that the matter is still open for further negotiation. The
reections of individual members of the Iustitule were
interesting. The business men in the group were trying to
realize as much as possible; the churchmen were talking
about carrying out the terms of a trust, the propegation
of the gospel, and the presence of & morel and an ethical
responsibility. Dr. Dillard, with the church group, feels
the need for the continuance of denominetionel colleges
which, he says, are interested in character development in
a way not to be found in public colleges.

Many questions entered into the discussion.
Those mentioned sbove and, in addition, guestions releting to
the integrity of state officials, the ability and willingness
of the public authority to finance, whether the need of the
state for Fort Valley was real or fancied, and what assurance
the Institute would have that the state would do a better or
even as good a job as was now being done. Some of these I
could answer with some certainiy; others I could answer not
at all.

-
i



Dr. Coss - page two June 17, 1937

I asked for an outright gift of the property
to the stete and gave my reasons for doing so. This I do not
think we shall get. If not, the next step is to make a money
offer and just now I can't see where it's to be got.

If you and Mr. Favrot should get together
any time soon I wish you would discuse the whole problem. Then
later on, when we can get together, we can talk.

Sorry I couldn't stay over aznother day.
I'1l plan better next time.

Sincerely,

J. C. DixoN
JCD3 MLU

Drc John J. Coa&
Columbis University
New York City



THE AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES

A Corporation of the Protestant Episcopal Church Responsible to the National Council and to General Convention

THE RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D.

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
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THE REV. CYRIL E. BENTLEY, B. D. St. Mark's Normal and Industrial School, Birmingham, Ala. THE REV. GEORGE L. PAINE, A. M., B. D.
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR Gailor Industrial School = - - Mason, Tenn. THE REV. WILLIAM H. MILTON, D. D."
MISS ALMA FLEGAL Gaudet Normal and Industrial School, New Orleans, La. JAMES H. DILLARD, LL. D
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: . MR, LOUIS J. HUNTER
Okolona Industrial School - - - Okolona, Miss.
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MR, STANISLAW J. MAKIELSKI J gl g
Mr. J. C. Dixon Eé’,&
39 Alden Avenue :[L:
Ltlanta, Georgis ’
Dear Mr. Dixon:

I am sending for your informstion a copy of the resolution
of the Board of Trustees of the Institute at its meeting on Monday
afternoon when you were present end made your excellent presentation
of the reasons FE you see them, why the S 1ld be
trans ferred to the control of the Board o ege ate of
Gecrgies. You certeinly did your g admirably, HuL ag you fully
understood, our Board could not teke =zny definite action until some
authoritative proposal can be brought before them.

I had conversation over the telephone with our mutual
friend Mr. L® M. Favrot, yesterday. He had planned = meeting between
himgelf, Jeckson Dsvis and myself for an discus the
problem. Conditions prevented our having al but Mr.
Favrot stated some of his views over the e ezture
of the case tnwcn ag fer as I could judge ro conversa-
tion on the 'phone, although that subject io either
of us, he and perhaps otherg have not giv ideration teo. Mr.
Favrot and I did not discuss the financia & 8]8]
mentioned in my letter to you of May 1l6th. 1ough I
mentioned it to you in one of our conversations, uld call

tion to it ageines Our Board at said

r to you is very, very gener hey i s &and

rticularly moved the conside if the transfer

ool by the Church the SLatG sufficient signifi-

importance to other educational ns interested in

rcation, to justify some Eﬁcrl“i part, why should
our group feel that it is of such importar tify & great
sacrifice on our part.
estion is you handle
and without hurryinggundaldi,
authoritative s hat they
one way or the other.
e 4
‘hanking you again for your fine
preciation of our problem, I &an

Very gsineerely

Retarc 40, Pallzus,

Robart K. Patton®



Copy

Resolution passed &t Board of Trustees meeting of American
Churech Institute for Negoes on Monday, June 14, 1937.

Robert V. Pation, Director

Whereas, Mr., J. C. Dixon hes azppeared before us =nd expressed the

hope that the Fort Valley No;ﬁ&l rnd Industrial School would be

turned over to the Board of Regents of the State of Georgis to become
the spex of ite educationzl syetem in the State snd receive a much
larger finaneisl support thean in 211 probability the Chureh will e
able to provide, and hss ststed his opinions to us, interpreting the
plans of the Bosrd of ﬁégents, in 2 forceful and :zppealing manner,
therefore be it:

RESOLVED: That the Board of Trustees of The American Chureh Institute
for Negroes tenders its thanks to Mr. Dixon for his.able presentztion
of this subject and will give serious consideration to any definite
proposal or proposals from the Board of Regents of the Sxate of Georgia

either delivered in writing or by an suthorized representative,

concernlng the transfer af the Fort Valley E8chool to the Board of

- vinmt ol L]

Regents of the State of Georgia.

UNIVERSITY
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June 18, 18Z7

¥r. L. M, Favrot
Grece fmericen Buildiag
Richmond, Virginis

Dear Hr. Favrot:

I tuought yeu #ad Hr, Davie might like to have »
copy of the letter te 5r. J. C. Dixen after bis excellent
preseatsticn of the Tort Valley matier to our Board and the
recolution passed by our Doerd after Hr, Dixon left., I am,
therefore, enclosing &« copy of the letter snd ithe resolution
fer you with whe reguest thet you give Hr. Davig tne extre
COPY «

You asked me on the telephone yesbterdsay whut is the
next step, I will repeat whet I raid to Mr. Dixon the dey after
our Boerd meeting when he called on Hr. Bentley s«nd me in our
office. 1 suggested that taking ny ietter to <r. Dixon of May
18th, a copy of which vou have doubtless nseen, 28 =2 basis and his
impressions et cur Poerd meeting, togelher vith whet is sald in
the resolution herewith, and endeavor Lo have an &utheritative
preposal brought to ocur Board so that they may have soméething
either to approve or modify, or reject. 4s I 2aid to you and
to #r. Dixon, several of our Board think thet the transfer saculd
be made under proper conditions. Several are oppoeed, and the
other six or seven are aweiting further light snd & defiaite
propositica.

¥ill you be good snough to shov this letter snd the
letter to Mr. Dixon to Er. Devis?

Titkh best wishes,

Cordielly youre,

Kovert ¥. Patien
EFPaAF A




H. A. HUNT, PRINCIPAL L. R. BYWATERS, TREASURER
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Mr .Raymond Paty

4901 Ellis Avenue o | i
Chic-‘tgo’ 111. —_l-__-_— —r= = = —-—.I__ l
| ]
My dear Mr. Paty: {——j———~———H___H . {
| | ;

We desire to secure the s 1¢es of some
well equipped woman capable from every angle of taking charge
of our vork in Teacher Training. For the past few years we have
been concentrating on that work on the Junior OGollege level in
an effort to meet what seems to be a real need here in Georgia.
Besides dirccting the work in Teacher Training it seems desirable
that this same person should be principal of our Elementary
School-six grades- in which the students taking the Teacher
Training course do their practice teaching. We should expect to
have much of the teacher training class work done by other
instnuctors in the Junior College and plan to give the teacher
in charge sufficient help in the management &f the Elementary
School. We desire to secure some one who has not only had good
academic training but with a background,personality and experis~
:nce which will command the respeet of her associates and the
students taking courses under her. She would not of course be
expected to teach any elementary school classes though it does
seem desirable that she should have charge of that work so as to
be free to use the pupils in the elementary classes and the
student teachers as she thinks best,

Any assistance you can give us in this matter
will be grestly appreciated,

Sincerely yours,

HAH-W s,




July 7. 1937

Dear Mr. Hunt: Mr. Paty is on a western trip, and in his
absence I am sending you sows names of

people who may interest you. When he returns I shall be glad

to give him your letter and if he has other suggestions he will

write you.

Henrietta Berniece Trawick, 28 yesars, Director of Practice School
at Alcorn College, Alcorn, Mississippi. WMiss Trawick has an AB
from Jackson College, Jackson, ¥ississippl, and an AM from
Atlanta University. Her scholastic record is good.

Cleopatra Davenport, 25 years old, Director of the Junior College
teacher training at Okolona Industrial School, Okolona, Mississippi.
Miss Davenport has a BS from Alcorn and an MS from Atlanta Univer-
sity. Her record is good.

Ella Jane Carter, Piney Woods School, Piney Woods, Mississippi.
Hiss Carter is 54 years old. She has only an AB degree, but it
is from Iowa Stute Teachers College. I do not know whather or
not she would be a good possibility for the position you have
open, but she is among the few Mr. Paty selected as prospective
Jeanes teachers, and Mr. Dixon thought she was a rather outstand-
ing person when he visited the school early this spring.

Miss Lilliam R. Dawson, Dean of Fducation at the
Florida A and ¥ College, Tallahassee, and Mrs. Elizabeth P. Cannon
of Spelman College are closely sssociated with teacher training
and may be able to give you additionsl names. If we can bs of
additional service please do not hesitate to call on us sgain.

Very truly yours,
MARGARET L. UTLEY

MLU Secratary to Mr. Paty

[ oorsal Sehool

=2 .

3y, GBOTR
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August 19, 1937

Dear Dr. Sanford: You must think that I am a terribly un-
businesslike person, for I promised in
May, before I went to New York to attend the meeting of the
Board of the American Church Institute, that I would report to
you in Atlanta after thal meeting. From the meeting I came back
to Chicago and returnsd to Atlanta sbout the Z3rd of June, from
which time until just a few days before I left there on Monday
of this week I was so thoroughly involved with doctors und
hospitals that I did not have an opportunity to see any one.

I did, however, drop into your office after
having called you on Priday of last week, and talked with Mr.
Siebert. To him I related the experiences I had with the Church
Institute Board in New York, and tried to give him some idea of
what I thought the possibilities were in connection with the
Fort Valley proposition, and what should be the next steps of
the Board of Regents (if any) and of any one who was interested
in the proposition (such as mysslf).

As I told Mr. Siebert, The Board of the
Institute seemed to be willing to relieve itself of the respon-
sibility and the obligzation of operating Fort Valley. At the
same time it was quite apparent that they wanted some financial
remuneration for the investment which the Institute itself hacd
made at Fort Valley. The important thing is that they were and
are willing to agree to the transfer of Fort Valley as an insti-
tution and as a plant to the State of Georgla to be operated by
the state as a public educational institution for Negroes. They
would not, however, want to see this done without feesling that
the state, i.s., the Board of Regents, had a fairly definite
concept as to the place Fort Valley was going to occupy in the
whole scheme of education in Georgia, and I beliesve neither you
nor I would fail to agree with them that this is not an unreason-
able attitude. I tried to indicate to them that the state was



willing and eager to develop an adequate program of higher educa-
tion for Negroes, and in doing so I pointed out to them what you
are doing at Savannah, and your oft-expressed intention of devot~-
ing the thought and consideration necessary to develop adequate
and reputable programs at the other state institutions.

Some members of the Board asked me a very
pointed question - the guestion which fortunately you and I had
discussed previously. I was asked what the state would do with
Fort Valley if the American Church Institute were to convey it
to the state. I very carefully refrained from making any spe=-
cific or definite answers to such a guestion, but pointed out
that you have already discussed the advisability of having made
a very careful analysis of public higher education for Negroes
in Georgia, and that out of this analysis or survey, if you wish
to eall it such, the Board of Regents as a state anthority would
very likely develop & coherent program for Negroes on the college
level. This seemed to meet with the approval of the members of
the Board, and all of them wers very frank to say that if thsy
could feel that the state was going to continue to make a definite
effort in this aresa, they would be much more inclinsd to favor
ths proposition which 1 nade to thenm.

This brings us to the point of this letter.
The American Church Institute is notrpoing to convey the real
estate of the Fort Valley Normal and Industriel Institute to the
State of Georgla without some material remuneration. The Board
of Regents 1s unable and would very likely be unwise to purchase
this property. Ii can, however, be purchased for the Board by
outside agencies, and as far as I can o at ths present time is
to say that this is baraly possible. in saying this, however,
I wish it distinetly understood that I am meking no commitment
for the organization with whica I am connscted or for amy other
philanthropic board. Before this could be done, however, and as
stated above, before the American Church Institute would be
agreeable to the transfer, it would not be a bad idea to be able
to say to the Institute and to others that such and such is the
specific definite program of higher education for Negroes in
Georgia over & period of the next few years or a decade.

This gets back immediately to the discussion
that you and I had relative to the advisability of your appoint-
ing = commission or committee to siudy the Negro colleges in
Georgia, both public and private, and to recommend to the Foard
of Regents as a guide for future devslopment a program sp=cifi-
cally for the state collsges, but taking into consideration at
the same time the program of the private and denoninational
schools. : _




Do you not think, then, that it would be
& good idea to organize a staff for studying the Negro colleges
as soon as you can get to it, and getl it started on the job? The
guicker this is done the quicker will we be able to have a defi-
nite statement to make to the Church Institute. This is what I
wanted to talk to you about when I went to your office last week,
and if you think it feasible, I would like to have Mr. Embrse
go to Atlanta with me some time after the 15th of September for
a conference with you regarding the latter question. In view of
this, however, won't you please write me both what you think
ought to be done, and what you think the Board of Hegents will
be willing to do?

Very truly yours,

JCD:MLU | P C. DixoN

DI‘. Sl v. Sanfo:‘d
Chancellor, University System of Georgia
Atlanta, Georgis



& August 28, 1937

Dear Dr. Patton: I had hoped to get back to New York

before early fall so that I might
have an opporturity to talk further with you and Mr.
Bentley about the Fort Valley matter. It appears now
quite unlikely that I shall be sble to do this, s0 I
am writing.

The more I go into the matter, the
more am 1 guite certain that we are not going to find
$150,000 or anywhere near that sum to give to the State
of Georgia with which to purchase Fort Valley. In fact,
even if the money could be found, I do not have the
feeling thut 1t is the best thing to do.

Fort Valley is an above-average
irstitution. You and I both know this, but I can not
help wondering if it would have been such an institu-
tion had it not been for the contributions made by the
Gensral Education Poard and by the Rosenwald Fund. I do
not, in fact, think it unreasonable to say that it would
pot have been anything like the institution it is today.
These two organizations were not interested particularly
in the American Church Institute; they were interested
in the type of service and the area of service rendered
in Georgia, and specifically around the Fort Valley
institution. To carry the idea even further, they wers
interested in the education and the improvsident of the
Regro of that state, and of other nearby states. At the
time they made their appropriations to Fort Vallay they
did so largely because they recognized the very great




inadequacy of public higher education. I doubt, in fact,
whether the General Education Board or the Julius Rosen-
wald Fund would have appropriated the §175,000 to $200,000
they did to Fort Valley had these two organizations

felt that the state was doing an adequate job. If you
will talk with representatives of both foundations now,

I thipk you will find that they have the feeling that

the State of Ueorgis now realizes more than ever before
the large responsibility resting upon it in connection
with the Negro institutions. I think you will find fur-
ther that the officers of both of thess orgunizations
believe that the Board of Regents of (Ceorgia is now
ready to develop its collages for Kegroes as they ought
to be developed. To be very specific, there is a bave
possibility - and it is only a possibility - that I might
be able to find $25,000 to §40,000 with which to reimburse
the American Church Imstitute for its imvestment in Fort
Valley. Unfortunately I do not see anmy source from
which funds could be secursd to reimburse sither one of
the foundations which have together put as much into
Fort Valley as has the Institute. But I feel sure that
the foundations - far from feeling that it is a sacrifice
to have their investments in this institution go to the
state - believe that that would ba the best possible use
of those invesiments.

Now ths question coming out of this
is: had I better give up the idea of the transfer of
Fort Valley to the State, eand perszuade the Chancellor
to go full steam ahesd with the development of Forsyth -
ag it must be if we do not work out the other zatters -
or should you, Wr. Bentley and I get together for further
conference, probably with ¥r. Embree and Mr. Favrot?

cincerely yours,

J. C. Dixc
JODsMLD C. DixoN

Br. Robert #. Patton

American Church Institute for lNegroes
281 Fourth iAvepue

New York City

cC Mr. L. M. Lester
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Mr. J. C. Dixon
4901 Ellis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Dezr Mr. Dixon:

Dr. Patton will soon return end emwswer yoUr-good letter of
August 23rd and I am going to let him answer it in any way he will.
But there are two statements in your letter which I think reguire
some comment in order that we may see clearly in this Fort Valley
question.

The first one occurs in your second parsagraph in which you
say you do not know where you can find $150,000 or anywhere near that
sum to give the State of Georgis with which to purchase the Fort
Velley School. What I object to in that statement is a word that has
crept into conversations with you before regarding this whole matter.
The word is "purchesse." I am sure you do not mean to use that word
in the way it is liable to be understood for the Institute has no ides
of selling any interest it may have in the Fort Valley School. If it
had such an ides there is just enough trading instinct in me to insist
on the price being about $2,000,000 instead of anything like the figure
of ¥150,000. I am sure you understand this, but, being a trader by
instinct,I can't help but bring it to your attention. The whole point
in asking any restitution for the funds the Institute and the Institute's
other supporters have put in Fort Valley is to discharge a trust, in so
far as we may, not only to people who are living but also to those who
are dead and cannot protest any change that may be brought about by the
school departing from its affilistion with the Church through which, if
not for which, they gave funds for the institution's material fabric as
well as support. I am sure, again,that you understand it and sympathise
with my trader's point of view in this matter.

Your third pasragraph contains much thoughtful comment and I
personally will gquite agree that the General FEducation Board and the
Rosenwald Fund have been large contributing factors in the greatfess
and the fine service to the Negro people which arejembodied-din|the Fort
Valley School and its program, but it behooves me to reise the | question
and ask if all institutions helped by the | same amount of money from the
G. E. B. and the Rosenwald Fund as that given to Fort Valley are =as
great institutions as Fort Valley? And the furthe%'queutlon' are they
great simply bec&uqe of the large financidl aid +hey have received? From
the Institute's stendpoint, I am sure that'our only interest in Georgis
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is the education and the improvement of Negroes in that State, coupled
with the thought that in order to educate and improve that race we must
carry on an institution which will win the respect, cooperation and
support of white people in Georgia in order that the trained Negro may
have an opportunity to use and develop his ability. In this latter
statement I think you will agree that the Institute has a more well
rounded program of education than the average financial trust can hope
to have. I think you will also asgree that some of Fort Valley's great-
ness must be due to personalities either within or without the institu-
tion, or both, who have guided and advised its course wisely and well.
Therefore I believe most thoroughly and sincerely that the Fort Valley
School is great because of all these factors and we can all take credit
and be proud of the share we have had in making the school one of such
great value.

All T have seid above is from my own viewpoint entirely. The
Institute's work is to render a service in the name of the Episcopal
Church and provide & channel through which members of that Church may
demonstrate their christisn interest in the Negro race. I, therefore,
feel that our program has little or nothing to do with making
Episcopalians and is just as disinterested from that point of view as
are both the General Education Board and the Rosenwald Fund. Yet we
have certain trusts and obligations to discharge and we are placed in
a position where our income must of necessity be derived mainly from
one source, which is the membership of the Episcopal Church. We are
using that income for public education in spite of its limited source,
so,from my point of view,secular funds and trusts for public education
with their larger resources of income and influence should catch the
perspective the Institute has, recognize its obligations and be willing
to help, wherever they can conscientiously, & corporation like the
Institute to cearry on its educsational work when the matter of a transfer
of & school from religious to secular control arises.

As I said above, this letter comprises only my personal opinion
and Dr. Patton will write you officially upon his return to the office
in a few deys. I hope that what I have said will clarify for you my own
attitude on this whole matter to avoid misunderstanding in any further
conferences we may heave.

With warm personal regards and all good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

CEB: AF O e | SV
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Mr. J. C. Dixon O, D ¥ it —
39 Alden Avenue Vs ; i ! ‘ |
Atlanta, Georgisa _1%ff é___i__“_i_ =y = __; SRS,
Dear Mr. Dixon: ¢ ! 1 l \ . —

In Miss Flegal's behalf, since your letter of
August 26th was sddressed to her, and in my own behalf, for
your kind letter was really intended for me, I am writing to
thank you for your letter. I appreciate your gratificaticn
that I should have had, through the kindness of & friend, five
weeks of complete rest overseas. You are gquite right that I
was badly in need of getting away from the many problems and
responsibilities which have weighed heavily upon me during the
last two or three years, during which I had not had a real
vacation in which I could escape from them. .

I am writing this mere)yto express my sincere ap-
preciation of your kind note.

I have also received since my return your letter of
August 23rd in regard to the Fort Valley matter. I shall write
to you in response to that letter at an early date but may be
so erowded with the many things that have fallen upon me since
I returned that I may not be able to write that letter immediate-
ly. I have read your letter in regard to Fort Valley with much
Interest. I do not hesitate to say that there is no resason as
yet why we should abandon our consideration of the proposal to
turn Fort Valley over to State control. There are some considera
tions from our viewpoint which it is evident you do not fully
understand. I hope that we may clear these up in the future.

I am leaving for Lindsay, Virginias today or tomorrow
to speand a few days with my family and attend to some other
matters in Virginia but will be back in New York the middle of
September, | ' '

ith kind personal regards and best /pig!

Very sinCerEiYs

RWP : AF | W@ Pﬂm'(

CC to Chicago _ ‘ Robert W. Patton
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Mr. J«. C. Dixon
39 Alden Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Mr. Dixon:

| NS

Your letter of August 23rd in regard to the transfer of
Fort Valley to the authority of the State of Georgia was received
a few days ago after my return from a vacation.abroad., There are
several statements in your letter, including the one Mr. Bentley
took exception to in a letter to you written before my return, about
which we could probably argue indefinitely without coming to agree-
ment. But, as such a discussion would contribute nothing to the
solution of the main question, lets be merely good friends trying to
work out & difficult problem in the right way =nd in mutual confidence.

The Institute most sincerely apprecisted the appropriations
to Fort Valley in past years by the General Education Board and the
Rosenwald Fund. Those appropriations, however, were made from funds
given for education years ago by men of great wealth. The Trustees
and officers of these foundations do not heve to raise their ap-
propriations by appeals to individuals. They simply spend the money
they control as trustees who have full discretion. Our case is wholly
different. Nearly all of our funds are contributions from individuals
for specific objects. It does not seem that it ought to be difficult
for any one to discern the difference in the character of the re-
sponsibility of trustees edministering funds of the letter type and
those administering funds of the former type.

In the concluding paragraph of your letter you ask whether
you had better give up the idea of the transfer of Fort Valley to the
State or whether we should get together for a further conference, I
reply that I am convinced that we should have another conference at
some mutually convenient time this fall, probeably after the General
Convention of the Episcopal Church which meets in Cincinnati frem
around October 6th to 20th.

Some of our Board are still absent. As Hr. Bentley and I
have engagements meantime in several sections of /fhe country, we
think it would be very desirable to have |the opportiunity to econfer

l" ’ )
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with at least a majority of our Board before you, Mr. Bentley and I
and perhaps, as you suggest, Mr. Embree and Mr, Favrot, confer zgain.
If you think it importent to meet et zn earlier date it might be
possible to arrange it.

With warm persconal reg

5<

ds

H

2

Sincerely yours,

RoburitAD. Pallan

Robert W. Patton

RWP: AF M . z‘w- Mk b . ~_
Ha /6% s, 172 .
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September 7, 1957

Dear Mr. Bentley: Probably both of us are traders.
At least one would think so from
the type of letter we have been exchanging. As a
matter of fact, I feel, however, that that is true
of neither of us becauss we both want to do what in
our reasoned judgment is the best thing for the edu-
cation of the Negro youth of Georgia. The difficulty
we are facing, of course, and will continue to face,
will be in arriving at a common understanding of what
that best thing is, and in arriving at some method of
consummating what may be agreed upon as the best pro-
cedure. :

Perhaps I express myself poorly,
particularly when I try to put my thoughts on paper.
For this reason I think I would rather have a confer-
ence with you and Dr. Patton than to try to write
further. Will either or both of you be in your office
in New York during the last weeks in September or the
first week or so of October? If so, I may find it
possibls to get there for a conference. '

Very truly yours,

JCDsMLY J. C. Dixon

My. Cyril Bentley

Azerican Church Institute for Negroes
281 Fourth Avenue

New York City

e

Uy



September 7, 1937

Dear Dr. Patton: I am afraid that we will not get very  «ue
far in our negotiations on Fg;% Vallsz -

if we limit them entirely to correspondence. For ;

reason I am going to make an effort to see you and Mr. Bentley

some time within the next month or two. I have a feeling

that if you, Mr. Bentley, one or two other people and I

could get together for a brief conference we might draw our

delibersations down to such z definite point as to make it
possible for us to talk in concise terms.

I have already written Mr. Bentley to
this effect and have suggested that it might be better for
us to have another confersnce before very long. If you find
that you are going to be in New York during the Autumn and
will let me know the =approximate dates of your presence there,
I will try to arrange to see you some time when I am in the
city.

Very tn:l.hr yours,

J. C. Dixon
JODs MLD

Dr. Robert ¥. Patton

American Church Institute for Negroes
281 Fourth Avenue

New York City
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Dear Mr. Dizxon: t gy Vet A8, ™ ]
L (% /) v/ .5 ‘/ W Vi “‘";ch, . s/
Please consider this letter sgﬁﬁﬂﬁpteﬁeﬁiérj and & part of my | ¢

letter of about a2 week ago, the one acknowledging your letTér  of pre-
vious date relative to the proposal to transfer Fort Valley to the
authority of the State of Georgia. think I shonld have sgaid the fol-
lowing in my former letter, but my brain, never even under most favorable
conditions being anything to boast of, was when I wrote to you at an
exceptionally low register, due to suffering at the time from a vicious
malady contracted on board ship.

The point is that if we are to bring this matter to a decision
by our Board, Mr. Bentley and I must have a definite proposal to present
to them. 2As I recall your letter, while recovering here in the country
from the malady referred to, you said something about as follows--

"There is a possibility of securing from $25,000 to $40,000 to compensate
the Institute in part," ie in the event of the Transfer of the school to
the State. While either of these sums is rather far below what our
authorities hoped for, in order to fulfill the Institute's responsibility
to our Church authorities in the State of Georgia and others, something
of which we have explained to you in conversation, I express the personal
opinion that if you will make a definite proposal of $40,000 there is =
chance of getting favorable action. I have no authority to say this, bu
I believe I am justified in saying it. I zm presuming to say it simply
because I know that in the last analysis the decisive factor with our
Board will be what is their duty in the best interest of Negroes in
Georgia, consistent with the Institute's obligations to our associates.

But as we have explained tc you in Mr, Bentley's and my con-
versations with you, the Institute is not entirely free in this case.
There are certain obligations to other interested parties which we are
bound to recognize. I hope therefore that you may be able in the pear
future to send us a definite proposal. Meantime, in a duiet-wayy we are
taking up with those who have given the largest sums for the development
of Fort Valley, whether they will consent that tn91rlinve°tment given for
a church school may be transferred to the State, if /our authorities declde
that it should be done. '
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When we have something definite from you we can call a meeting
and ask for action by our Board.

You understand, as hes been several times emphasized, that in
2 i 5 s

any case we must retain a limited tract not exceeding two or three acres

for religious activities.

With kind personal regards,

Sincerely yours,
s

Robert W. Patton

CC to Atlanta, Ga.
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Mr. J. C. Dixon T ¢ |
Julius Rosenwald Fund S0, N /‘ﬁér i
4901 Ellis Avenue § i | . o
ChAa poon 112 Aandn H ! i
Chicago, Illinois T s ST ] !
; j : 1
Dear Mr, Dixon: ' { | | i

A T T L e A e 5 e

eny thanks for your letter of September Ttn
ra

and I am glad that you agree that we zre both traders.

Patton and I

L,
i~

7
.

will both start off,on spesak-
ing engagemente but it is possible that we will be back
here the last week in September if you desire to confer
with us at that time. We have our General Convention in
Cincinneati beginning on October 6th end thet will keep us
out there &ew from probably the 3rd or 4th of October to
around the middle of the month. I suggest, Lnerefors,

I if you cen see us the last week in September you let
heser from you soon. Dr. Patton is due back in the office
'row and will be here & dsay or so before he leaves so

iat 3 regarding & conference
ek in September will cstch him and we can

(4]

"

L1l oe

Looking forward to seeing you, snd with every

good

wish, I &am

Sincerely yours,

Z.

sociate

N z)ello.y =D e g
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SEPTEMYER 18 1937

ROBERT W PATTON
ANMFRICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE

281 FOURTH AVENUE a/

NE7 YORK CITY

YOUR LETT'R ELEVENTH SATISFACTORY SHALL PROCRED ON BASIS OF

SECOND PARAGRAPH C'N MAKE YOUR BOARD A DEFINITE PROPOSAL IN

NOVEMBER PROCEED ON BASIS OF FORTY THOUSAND WONT COME TO

NEW YORK IN VIEW OF YOUR LETTER UNLESS YOU THINK NRECESSARY
d C DIXON

INSTITUTE FOR RESE:RCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCE
"0
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REPLYING WIRE SEPTEMBER TWENTY FOURTH WIRED YOU CHICAGO
FROM NORTHERN PENNSYLVANIA AGREEING CONFERENCE TWENTY
EIGHTH UNNECESSARY HAVING MADE OTHER ENGAGEMENTS SORRY WE
CANT NOW ARRANGE MEET YOU NEAR FUTURE IF YOU DESIRE WRITE
ADDRESS LETTER LINDSAY VIRGINIA WILL GET IT SOME TIME
BETWEEN NOW AND OCTOBER FIRST MUST THEN GO TO OUR GENERAL
CONVENTION CINCINNATI FOR TWO WEEKS ADVISE YOU PROCEED
ON BASIS LETTER OF ELEVENTH | CANNOT PROMI SE HOPE OF
SUCCESS ON ANY OTHER BASIS SINCE EVEN THAT BASIS WILL
REQUIRE INSTITUTE MAKE DRIVE FOR FUNDS IN ORDER ENABLE
US FULFILL OBLIGATIONS TO OTHER PARTIES =

ROBERT W PATTONs

e

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY 1S BY TELEGRAFH OR CABLE



T October 20, 1937

Dear Dr. Patton: At the time you and I exchanged tele-
grams about my going to New York I was
at Chapel Hill, North Carolina, participating in a confer-
ence of stats agents and education officials from Africa.
I received your letter of September 11 about that time.
In it you expressed the personal opinion (without making
it an official action, of course) that your board would
probably be willing to listen to a definite proposal of
the amount stipulated in a recent letter of mine, and that
you would be willing to submit this proposal regarding the
transfer of Fort Valley to the State of Georgia to your
board.

The main reason that I wanted to go to
New York for & conference with you and Mr. Bentley was to
get our deliberations pointed to & specific amount of money
which would have to changs hands in the transfer of Fort
Valley to the state, and since your lettsr of the 1llth gave
me this information, I had the feeling thati it was not
necessary for me to make the trip.

Since the exchange of telegrams with
you I have had an opportunity for further conference with
the Chancellor of the University System of Georgia, and I
hope and believe that shortly after the middle .of November
the Chancellor will submit to you and your board - either
personally or through someone else - a definite proposal.
I may not see you until the latter part of November unless
you should feel it necessary that we have a further con-
ference.

Very truly yours,
JCD:MLU J. C. Dixon
Dr. Robert W. Patton

281 Fourth Avenue
Bew York City
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Dear Mr. Pixon: . e

I learned only a few days ago that you have had the incon-
venience and perhaps the suffering from a minor operation. ‘lease accept
my sincere sympathy and the hope that you are already completely
recovered. i am sure MNr. Bentley would join with me in this expression
if he knew of it and that + am writing to you.

Bearing in mind your wire suggesting a meeting between ¥r,
5entley,myself,and vou,and perhaps also with Nr, Embree,end Mr.fevrot,z:
and our inability to conform owing to the early approach of our Genersal
Convention,* am suggesting some possible dates for your consideration:-

1. Mr. Bentley and I could meet you,or you and the other
gentlemen referred to,in New York on November 7th or 8th. We could if =
necessery remsin till the @th. » h

2% 1 could meet you,snd I hope Nr. “entley also,at Columbis
Hotel,€olumbia,S.€.,on November 15th or 17th. We have an engagement in
that vicinity on the 16th.

1 A ie could meet you at €hisce Hotel,emphis, some dey kExwE
between Mkonday inclusive,Nov. 29th and December 4th inclusive,and could
fix the day sagreeable to you soon after hearing from you.

If none of these suggestions are practicable for you,we
mey be able to arrange to meet at some other place #n the East or South
in between the dates mentioned provided xhkEx your suggestlons allow ample

time for us to make the trip by auto from the dk&mx dates above noted.
Or,if none of the sbove is practicable,you may be able to sugegest some-
date and place between December 8th and 18th.

A wire willl c2tech me at Lindsay,Va.,until Yetober 28th;

care of the Rev. Irederic B. Atkinson 226 “est State Street,Sharon,fa.,
Nov. Xxk 1st§ and cdre of Kev. Don E, Copeland,Cleveland heights,
Cleveland,Ohio, NOVEmDer gyn . After that at 281 Fourth Avenue,llew ¥m
fork., VUf course,if thds catches you in time,a letter will reach me
2lso at the above addresses. '
4 i 2am my own typist on & rickety machine here in the
country. Pardon the looks of this letter. 1 am sending a copy to your

Atlanta address. Ay,
‘rusting you are completely regtored . and with all

' Rebot ) Cellgu.

ro0od wishes 7
g ’ Very sincerely,
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G C DIXON=
JULIUS ROSENWALD FRIEND 4901 ELLIS A\{E—

YOURS TWENTIETH RECEIVED LINDSAY VA FORWARDED FROM NEWYORK
AFTER MINE OF YESTERDAY MAILED TO YOU ALRIGHT AS TO YOUR °
LETTER EXCEPT PLEASE REMEMBER AND TELL CHANCELLOR I HAD NO
AUTHORITY TO SUGGEST YOUR SUGGESTION OF FORTY THOUSAND AND
SOME ARE SAYING THAT FIGURE TOO LOW IN VIEW OF :OBLIGATIONS
TO GEORGIA ASSOCIATESS

R W PATTONs . .

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE



October 25, 1937

Dear Dr. Patton: Your telegram came Saturday and your letter
this morming. I understood, of course, that

the figures which you and I had been mentioning to each other
were not official and that you were reacting personally, just as
I was reacting personally. I kmew that you would want to submit
to your Board and probably to the Fort Valley trustees any defi-
nite proposal which might be made to you by the Board of Regents
of the University System of Gsorgia or by anyone else. You under-
stend, of course, that the megotiations had reached such & point
that it was necessary for us to begin having some definite amount
of money in mind, and that I had set this figure arbitrarily
because 1 had the feeling of this need and because I did not see
any chance to secure & sum in excess of it.

The meeting of our Board is to be held on the
13th of Hovember. On the 1€th, 17th, and 18th ¥r. ZTmbree and I
must be in Nashville, so I can not see you until after that time.
I note from your letter that you will be in New York after November
S. I should prefer seeing you there, so unless something comes up
to force an earlier engagement, I think we might plan to meet in
Kew York some time after the 20th of November. If you do not object
I shall postpone making a definite engagement until after the middle
of the month.

I appreclate your expression of interest in my
physical condition. My siege with the doctors during the summer
was not at all a serious ons. The inectivity involved was the
most troublesome aspect of it, and I am now, I think, fully re-
covered.

¥ith personal regards to you and to Mr. Bentley,
I an

JCD:¥LU Sincerely yours,

Dr. Robert ¥W. Patton ] 2 \ &

Care Reverend Rrederic B. Atkinson / ) 21
226 West State Street - ) PE

Sharon, Pennsylvania 7 5 '



October 31, 1937

Dear Mr. Dixon: Referring to your recent letter
saying you would probably meet

Mr. Bentley and me in New York around November 20, please

refer to my former letter in which I gave you our dates,

and saying we would be in New York only from November 6 to

8, inclusive, or possibly the 9th.

Glad to see you in New York or on
any of ths other dates and places mentionsd in my former
letter.

Am sending the substance of this
both to Atlanta and Chicago. Hope each day brings you
nsaref to perfect health.

Sincerely,

Robert D. Patton.

Hope this matter can be brought to a decision one way or

the other in the near future.
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Mr. J. C. Dixon, { f LR —~ ] : "
Julius Rosenwald Fund ~ ) - '/ 1~ | B
4901 £1lis Avenue ﬁi T
Chicago, Illinois 4180 €E¥& o

Dear Mr. Dixon:

Your letter of November 2nd has been received saying
you will write to me after November 20th in the hope of making..
arrangements to see us in New York or in some place which may be
convenient.

I am sure you know that Mr. Bentley and I are always
glad to see you at any and sll times, but we are wondering whether
outside of the personal satisfaction of conversing together there
is any good reason for another meeting to discuss the Fort Valley
matter. Unless the purpose of the meeting you suggest is of great
importance, Mr. Bentley and I have so many engagements before
Christmas that it would be difficult to arrange a date without
cancelling some of our engagements. 0f course, if it is very im-
portant we would do this. But as there is nothing that we can add
to what we have previously said on the subject I am wondering if
the meeting you smuggest is necessary.

We hed hoped that ere this we would of had a definite
proposal so that we could ask our Board to consider it. Ve are
quite anxious to have this matter settled cne way or the other be-
fore the end of the year. Indeed, the usual time for our Board
meeting is between the 10th snd 15th of December. We are hoping,
therefore, that we will have a definite proposal to submit to our
Board when it meets. I was telking to Dr. Dillard a few days ago.
He said that he thought the matter should be settled cne way or the
other at the earliest possible date. Can't you, therefore, succeed
in having a proposal sent us so that we can present it at a Decembe;/
Board meeting for consideration. /

With best wishes,

Very 81ncerely yo rs,

CCto Atldﬂt& Gea . Robert ¥W. Patton



November 1%, 19%7

Dear Bishop Miksll: Since I have not had the pleasure of
meeting you I am going to introduce
mysel{ before revealing the import of this letter.

Por eight years I was a member of the
staff of the State Department of Education in Ceorgia and
during the last five of these years I was supervisor of Negro
education. In this capacity I worked with private and de-
nominational, as well as with public institutions of higher
education for HNegroes, and was often thrown in contact with
¥r. Hunt and with the Fort Valley MNormal and Industriel
School.

In 1932 the Board of Regents promoted
a very full and careful study of higher education in Ceorgia.
This report was rightfully quits eritical of the public pro-
gram for Negroes and made several very sweeping recommenda-
tions, one of which was either that the state develop a
strong institution for Negroes in the center of the state
(at Forsyth, for example) or, that it acquire, if possible,
the Fort Valley plant.

This recommendation was only a recom-—
mendation for about four years. In that time the Board of
Regents managed to acnieve many of the lumproveauents suggested
for white colleges by the survey commission. Similarly dur-
ing these four years -~ when I was in the State Department
of Educstion - I strove to secure on the part of the Board
of Regente and people generally, & recognition of the need
of improving all higher education for Negroes in Georgia.
¥r., Hunt, of Fort Valley, was one of my most active co-workers
in this. Together we talked and worked until we felt that
w%e not only could suggest needed changes but could also
indicate possible procedures.



Beginning about 1935 those of us who
were interested thought we began to see the development of
an interest in the education of Negroes on the college level -
a development evidenced by the Regents and a part of the
public-at-large. We purtured and stimulated this, urging
our Negro friends to point to the need for it and stating
that fact to the Regents and to the Chancellor whenever
and wherever possible. About this time Mr. Marion Smith
came onto the Board of Regents and provided s stimalus which
had been much needed.

In Japuary, 1937, I joined the staff
of the Julius Posenwald Fund. This change of official po-
sition has in no way lessened my interest in Georgia or im
Fort Valley. If thare has been any change it has been an
increase in interest,but I do find that my activity in be-
half of Fort Valley and the state must be of a different

type.

You and I &re both interested iIn the
program of higher education for Negroes in Georgia, and in
the part Fort Valley may play in this program. I should,
therafore, appreciate the privilege of a conference with
you. I shall be in Atlanta (which is still my bome) from
Noveumber 19 to about December 1, and shall take the liberty
of telephoning you for an engagement when 1 arrive.

Very truly yours,

SeBats J. C. Dixon

Bishop H., J. Mikell
108 East 17th Street
Atlanta, Georgia
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Mr. J. C. Dixon
4901 Ellis Avenue e T S R
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Chicago, Illinois f It A) f /

Dear Mr. Dixon:

On November 1l0th, making a bdbrief acknowledgment of
my letter of November 8th in which I suggested that you make &
definite proposal in the Fort Valley matter so that we might
bring it to the attention of our Board of Trustees at its meet-
ing in December, you said, "I agree with you that sometime in
the very near future something definite should be done about
the whole proposal which you and I have had in mind, and I
expect to be able to write you in a fairly specific way prior to
the 10th of December."

I have just returned to my office, to remain only a
day or two, after a long tour of four or five weeks in the South. '
I had hoped that on arriving here I would have found your promised
proposal. Indeed I asked our Secretary, Miss Alma Flegal, to
keep me posted while I was in the South. But there is nothing
from you. That being the case, our President, Bishop Perry, has
postponed the December meeting of our Board to a later date in
the new yesr as there is nothing else on our docket which cannot
wait.

I sincerely trust that you have not again been the
victim of any physical disorder but if you have been, accept my
sympathy and my hope that you will soon have recovered.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,
Rt W) Pallos.
Robert W. Pattph

RWP: AF
CC to Atlanta
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December 17, 1957

Dear Dr. Patton: Your letter came in this afternoon.
I had already written you this
morning.

So far as I can see, the Regents
will go through with their negotiations regarding
Fort Valley about as we have planned. We are ready
to cooperate fully just as soon &s we feel that they
have a state plan of higher education for Negroes.

It is my guess that the survey,
which Dr. Cocking will direct, can be completed by
March 1 or 15. Immediately thereafter we -~ and the
Regents, I hope - will be ready to move.

Sincerely yours,

JCDsHLU

Dr. Robert W. Patton

American Church Institute for HNegroes
281 Fourth Averue

New York



December 17, 1937

Dear Dr. Patton: Shortly after our Board meeting in
November I returned to Georgia where

1L expected to have rather extended conferences with

Dr. Sanford. Unfortunately, however he was ill, and I

did not get this opportunity until last Saturday. Tven

this was a very brief conference, though it resulted in

some definite arrangements in connection with the program

of Negro education in Georgia.

You will please consider this a personal
note, not an official one, because it is written simply
to keep you informed of the developm=nt° in those things
I have been interested in.

Our Board, at its November meeting,
took action which makes it possible for Dr. Sanford and
the Board of Regents to make your Board a definite pro-
position. As I told you and kr. Bentley, however, we are
not going to meke it possible for them to do that unless
I can be assured that the State of Georgia is prepared
and willing to begin the development of an adequate pro-
gram of higher education for Negroes. On Monday, December
<0, Dr. Sanford, the Chancellor, Mr. Lester from the
Division of Negro Education in Georgis, Dr. Cocking, the
new Dean of the School of Education at the University,
and I have an engagement to meet in Athens, and at that
time we will lay general plans for the state-wide study
of Negro colleges in Georgia. The study will be directed
by Dr. Cocking and the School of Education.

It has taken quite a while to get this
actually going, but I am confident now that it will

-

——



be done and done properly. It is my hope that this study
may progress at such a rate as to put Dr. Sanford in a
position to make your Board a definite offer within two
or three months from now.

The first opportunity I have to sse you
or ¥r. Bentley I shall go into much greater detail than
I have in this letter.

May I wish both of you a most happy
Christmas. I hope that you may contimue long and effectively
to render the great service that you have been giving in
the past.

8incerely yours,

J.C.
JCDsMLU Drxon

Dr. Robert E. Patton

American Church Institute for Negroes
£81 Fourtn Avemue

New York City



Atlanta, Ga.
December 21, 1937

Dear ¥r., Favrot:

Recent correspondence with Dr. Patton regarding
% is quite interesting. I am enclosing in this letter
of a letter I received from him this morning and a copy
of wy reply.

On Wonday, December Zoth, I met in Athens with
Dr. Senford, Cocking, Lester, and Cousins-— with Pres. Caldwell,
of the University,and Er Nix, & member of the Board of Fegenss,
present for a while., At this time Dr. Sanford cfficially
designated and Caldwell approved Cocking as the director of
the study cf higher education for Fegroes in Ceorgia. Sanford
and Caldwell agreed to fdrnish any and all assistance Cocking
right ask foo from the University System.

All of us realize the possibilities of such a
study.(Ve have only to lock at the ome made - f the white
colleges to see some of them.) This being the case we should
not migs any bets.

o

It seems to me that you, Cocking, Mr. Embree,
and I ( possibly the three of you might sucgest others) should
take the time, while we are in Vashington, to discuss the
possibilities of the st pretty thoroughly. I don't mean
that we should even think of telling Cocking what he should
recommend. He wouldn't do it, anyhow. -

I think we shall ve at the Hay-Adams House if
you care to stay there. In a note tc ¥r. Embree tonight I asked
what he tought about a conference of the four of us. He may
write you. If he deoesn't ome of us will see you scen after

arriving in Vashington.

Blanche and 1 wish you and krs Favrot a most
happy Christmas. _.

Sincerely,
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Mr. J. C. Dixon,

Alden Avenue, N, W., J;L’ﬂwgf’
)

Atlanta, Ga.
Dear Mr, Dixon:

Your letter of December 17, forwarded from New
York is just received in Richmond, Va., I am sorry to hear of
Doctor Sanford's illness. Kindly express to him my sympathy,
and the hope that he is already completely reetored.

I note that on account of his illness and con-
geguent delay in the projected study of Negro Education and
collateral plans, a definite proposal to the Institute in the
Fort Valley matter will be delayed two or three months. While

ating the conditione which have caused the delay, our
Board feele that the matter should be brought to their atten-
tion as soon as possible so that it may be decided one way or
the other, as too prolonged indecision is calculated to do more or
lese harm to the school. I think also that in the event the two
Roards should decide to let the State have the school, the de-
cision should be made as long as,poseible before the conclusion of
the present school year in order,the tranefer might take place
pefore the beginning of another school year. If our Board should
decide that it cannot relinguish the school, it is important for
many reasons that decision should be made as early in the YNew
Year as poseible.

Do you think there is any likelihood of your proposal
or that of the Roard of Reasons being received by February 7th so
that it may be considered by individual members of the Board be-
fore the annual meeting on February l4th, Of course, if this is
impracticable we can, if necessary, call a special meeting after
the regular annual meeting. At your leisure, be good enough to an-
ewer this cuestion at Capitol Hotel, Richmond, Va., where I shall
be off and on for severzl weeks, “

¥r. Bentley and I reciprocate mos® heartily your kind
wishee for a Happy Christmas. I thank you from my heart for your
kind wish that I may continue long and effectively in rendering

what yodf&generoua enough to call the"great service that I have
been givifig in the past. With every good wish from both of us,

Sincerely yours, m.,a Palls

Robert Wio Patton,



Atlants, Georgis
December 235, 18357

E
Dr. Hobert ¥, Pattom, ’}J
Capitol Hotel,
Richmond, Va.
Dear Dr. Patton:

Doctor Sanford has, I think, asctually
begun the study of higher education for Negroes in
Georgia, On December 20th I met, upon invitatiom of
the Chancellor, with his, Dr. Cocking, the new deam
of the school of education of the University of
Georgia,and Hessrs. Cousins and Lester cf the State
Department of Hducation, At this time Dr. Ssnford
officially started the study which is to be directed
by Dz, Cocking. Hr. Caldwell, the president uf the
University, amd ¥r. Hix, a ramber of the hegenis
were with us a part of the time and comcurred in the
deeicions,

Dre Cocking bopes to ccmplele the
study in the shortest time feasible. To this end
Dr, Sanford and iz, Caldwell agreed te supuly
personnel from the Uriversity ESystem ss Cocking
ealls for it, With all of this help availsble the
stuly whould be complete withim & reascnable time.
What this is, Bowevsr, I should prefer for Dr.
Cocking to say. He is away on vacation just now and
I shall mot see him again until sbout January Znd.
On that dete I may be in Washington,

Bay I therefore refrain from
answering your letter until I have had op ortuniity
for {wrther talk with Dr. Cocki Shertly after the
2nd I shall write you or see you persopally. = f

Sincerely yours,/ |
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MOST HELPFUL IN ARRANGING FUTURE BOARD MEETINGS AND OTHER
IMPORTANT ENGAGEMENTS IF YOU WILL WIRE CAPITOL HOTEL RICHMOND
VIRGINIA MAY WE COUNT ON DEFINITE PROPOSAL FORTVALLEY MATTER

BY THE END OF MARCH OR SOONER MUCH EMBARRASSED BY UNCERTAINTY
AND DELAY= '
ROBERT W PATTONs

WESTERN UNION GEFT ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXING QUESTION OF WHAT TO GIVE
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“THANK YOU FOR TELEGRAM GLAD ALL CONCERNED FEEL SURVEY SO
VALUABLE BUT THINK | SHOULD ADVISE YOU THAT THAT PART OF
OUR GROUP MOST FAVORABLE TO TRANSFER UNDER THE CONDITIONS
PREVIOUSLY STATED FEEL STRONGLY THAT IF TRANSFER IS TO BE
MADE 1T SHOULD BE DONE IN TIME TO ALLOY BOARD OF REGENTS
TO TAKE CHARGE BEFORE OPENING OF SCHOOL MEXT FALLs PLEASE
WRITE FULLY CAPITOL HOTEL RICHMOND=

ROBERT V! PATTON:

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXING QUESTION OF WHAT TO GIVE
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Dear Mr. Dixon: 4

Since your communications a few days ago, saying that the
Board of Regents will not be in a position for several months to come
to make our Board any definite proposal in the Fort Valley matter, Mr.

Bentley and I have been going over the situation in a general way. From

your standpoint and that of the Board of Regents, the following comment

or speculation may seem entirely beside the mark. But, I am wondering
why , if the State is going to make a real investment in Negro education ,
under a well ordered and consistent plan, it cannot be substantially as
well done by completely reorganizing Forsythe, weeding out everything
that is unsatisfactory and objectionable there, and building on that
foundation, It is in the same general territory as Fort Valley and

one would think that a large expenditure such as you propose for Fort

Valley would enable the Board of Regents to accomplish their purpose
about as well at Forsythe as at Fort Valley. 1If that can be done, per-

haps Negro education in Georgia might be as well, or better served by
nRSENVIR on,

é:aaind?Forsythe and letting us go _with Fort Valley, as there issroom

enough for both without any improper competition.

With best wishes,
Very sineerely yours,

kot oot oy Wk U | Rebest ) Allea,
W‘E« f—m-u-l' Robert w. patton,
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February 7, 1928

Dear Dr. Pattons The members of the American Church

Institute are reasonasble pesople and
I am sure will understand, appreciate, and agree to the delay
in the Port Valley negotiations when you explain to them the
reasons for the delay and what it is hoped and believed may
accrue to the Negro group as a result of it.

As an official in the State Departasnt of
Bducation for several yoors and during this past year in xy
present position, I have been vitally concerned over the lack
of a thorough program of higher education for Hegroes in
Georgis. During recent years I have had (and still have) omne
main interest in this field, to which all others are sscondary.
This interest has been tc propese, to popularize, and to push
the development of a complste, imclusive, and well-balanced pro-
gram in this educationsal area in Georgia. Until the latter part
of 1987 it appeared that all I could do in this was to psrsuade
the state to develop at least ome adequate institution of higher
education for Hegroes, and Fort Valley seemed to be the only
logical place for this developnent.

Late in 1837, howevar, several things hap-
pened to push my thinking into larger proportions aund to cause
me to seem 0 "mark time®™ on the negotiations you and I had
been having. About this time - after repeated efforts which
apparently were failures - the Chancellor began to develop an
interest in Georgia's Hegro colleges. 4As evidence of this he
made it possible for me to meet seversl of the cost influential
and able members of the Board of Regents. The Chancellor and
the Rogents - just before the end of 1937 - decided that (1) the
state's progran of higher education for Eegroes mus entirely
inadequate; (2) the state should, as guickly as pogsible, revamp

— Ak
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and improve this programj (Z) to this end should provide for a
very careful amslysis of all higher education - public and
private - for Negroes, and (4) should have this anslysis (or
survey) sugsest = reasopably long projection of this program
into the future. By nany and extended confersnces with the
Chancsllor and with membars of his board I sssured myself that
they were sincere in their expressed desires to have sound
recommendstions presented to them and to begin prowmoting an
adeguate progran ag Soon as possible.

Pollowing sharp on the hoels of this decision by
the Chancellor came the a of Dr, Valter D. Cocking
as dean of the School of 3ducation at the Univeraity of Georgis.
Iverything pointed to him as the logical person to direct this
survey. The Regents asked him to study the state colleges, :
and the private and denominstional colleges asked to be included.
Cocking has planmed this survey very carefully. He has the com-
plete backing and cooperation of the University Oysten, the
State Depurtment of Sducation, the colleges, and outside agencies,
including the foundations. This, I beliove, assures the presen~
tation to the Regents of as sound a progras a&s can be devised.

- This, I kpow you will egree, transcends almost any
other conrsideration. Ve know from experience with the study of
the white colleges of Usorgla what foree and power such a survey
will have and how it will speed dewelopment.

I take it that you and your board are primarily
interested in the development of people rather than an insti-
tution and that the development of Fort Vallsy iz only o means
to an end. 1 assume further that you and your board are more
interested in the complete program for the welfare of the Negro
than in 2 single sspect or unit of it. This I say even though
I realize your very great interest in Ford Vallay and though I
think I ean sppreciate your feeling that, as a creation of your
own hands, it is your main charge ani responsibility. This
fealing of loyalty to and responsibility for sr institution I
would not minimize. Rather would I magnify it at the same tine
1 was urging the necessity for the full state program, for only
as the Gtate, you, we, and others who are interested work together

nay we expect to see spprecisble development.

The essential cusstion now, it seems to me, is
hemanmmmmmormemtemmm
linss indicated by the very best inforsation and Judgment A
able, and (2) the development of & segment of the w-:mh withmt
dus congsideration for the whiole. !aum% }}gahﬂmﬁw
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position of having presented to your boerd something which now
seens to hang fire. I, too, am in an unconfortable position
for I az now forced to be noncormitial - until the study is
mede - on a proposal of which I have been the sain protagonist.
But, if I can see develop from this delay an adequate state
program for Negroes, I am more then willing to be embarressed -
even many tines. You feel the same way, I am sure, and so also,
I bellsve, will your board.

You must balieve me when I say that the delay in
our nagotiations ~ for which I accept full responsibility - has,
in no way, been intended to emburrass anyone; nor has it been
deliberately developed in order to strengthen = trading position.
It has one gensral purposs - & purpese to which you, I, and the
Inatitute sre committed and to which Georgia must become com-
mitted - namely, to ronder the most effective service we can to

an underprivileged group in our scciety.

Bow to procedures: Cocking has alrveady organised
his staff, the Chancellor has made the necessary appointments
and they are already st work. I can only guess as to future
developments, tut I feel that the survey staff will present pre-
lininary recommendations to the Regents in the esrly summer and
that, when this is dome, our negotiations can contimme.

I hope that neither you mor the members of the
Institute will become impatient. There is too such at stake.
Iven though the goling may seem slow, I belisve grect progress
is being made tovard the very objectives to which your Poard
apd ours are devoted.

Vory sincersly yours,

JCDeHLU J. C. Dixon

P. 8. If you think I could be of further assistance 1 could
go to New York for your pext bosrd meetins. I might da sble
to set as a shock absorberd

Dr. Robert W. Patton

Capitol Hotel -

Richmond, Virginia CC New York Office R _ ol
American Church Ins tu'l'ﬁ for Negroes
281 Fourth Avenue {/\7 -
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:
THE AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES
281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.

Richmond, Va.,
February 19, 1938,
Mr, J. C. Dixon,
39 Alden, N, W.,
Atlanta, Ga. of .

Dear Mr, Dixon:

Although I acknowledged your letter of Feb-
ruary 7th about ten daye ago, there was something I
had intended to ask you to do, but which I forgot,
In fact I have been intending to do it ever since this
matter about the poseible transfer of Fort Valley first
came up, ”
No decision on the subject would be made by
the Institute Board of Trustees until after learning
the official attitude of the Board of Trustees of the
school, of which Bishop Mikell of Atlanta is President,
and Bishop Barnwell of Savannah is % member. The thing
I have had in mind from the bveginni g‘“fou to have done
at the proper time is to address any proposal from the
Board of Regents to the Rt. Rev, H. J. Mikell, D. D.,
whose addrese is Bishopls House, Atlanta, Ga., as
President of Fort Valley Board and to me at my New
York address in my capacity as Director of the American
Church Institute for Negroes. It will be best to ad-
dress the communication to both of us and to send a
copy, two copies, if possible, to each. Will you not
be good enough to bear this caretully in mind?

Also, please remember if and when any proposd

is drawn to include in it in the event the transfer of
the property to the State is made, specific exemption

of a tract offxnn anEt thgiecacreg %grbg gggge?yaﬁge
thorities of the gco hure
g%negraccessoriea aspmay ge hereatter determined by the

Church,
Trusting that you are very well, and with

best wishes,
Sincerely yours A
’ fﬂﬂnhi;QL&FEII;Am.

Rovert W; Patton,
3 vncagos Toot® R, sorTalel flacs
.{oq. Loeall sy ¢>£§', - 8 6-'\ .
27y (:Mdiﬁbm;::b e n«a-a-oL_ = &
«Ff«’i:- it s <




Pebruary 25, 1938

Desr Dr. Patton: ¥We have unddérstood all along, I think, that
the Board of Trustees and specifically
Bishop Hikell of Atlanta would have some voice in whatever
disposition might be made of the negotiations relaiive to
Fort Valley. I have tried two or three times to get in
touch with Bishop Mikell while I was in itlanta, but so far
he has been absent from the city. At my very first oppor-
tunity, which will be some time affter the first of fpril, I
will make ancther effort to seo and talk with him,

I am not particularly perturbed by the
fact that I have not seen him because others in the state
who are interssted in the same thing in which you and I are
interested, and who have some official connection with higher
education for Negroes in Georgia, have already talked with
the Bishop. This seems to me a better procedure than for me
to have talked with hin but I should liks to do this leter
on simply to let him know that we are interssted, and that
we would like %o be in position to cooperate if it seems
feasible for us to do it.

I am sure you would have no trouble work-
ing out with the Board of Regents the plans you have in mind
for locating & chapsl somswhere near the Fort Vallsy plant.

Sincersly yours,
JCDs LU J. C. DixoN

Dr. Robert #. Patton

American Church Institute for Negroes
281 Fourth Avenue

Hew York
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Fort Ualley, Georgia

l520 R Street. N.W..
Waahington. De Cey
June 22, 1938.

Mr. Je Ce Dixon,
Director of Rural Education,
39 Alden Avenue,
Atlanta, Georgilas
Dear Mre Dixons

Your letter of the 17th has been received and I appreciate
the evidence of your interest in the whole question of the educe-
tion of Negroes in Georgia, especially in the work being done at
Fort Valleye

If you are willing to venture an opinion, I should like to
know whether or not the Rosenwald Fund would probably be willing to
supplement the salaries paid by the State of teachers for elementary
grades, The Fort Valley Normal and Industrial School hes been doing
this as you probably know, but the financial outlook at present
indicates that we shall not be abls to continue this practices

As I am planning to leave here tomorrow for a trip taking
me through the Carolinas, Georgia and points South = speaking to
summer school teachers = I should be glad if you would kindly

address your reply to me at Fort Valleye

Very truly yours,

HAH: kw



507 West 121st. Street
Hew York City.

Dear Mr. Hunt:

If either you cr I were prophet encugh to
say what would result from the proposed resorganization
of higher education for legroes in georgia youpletter of
June 72nd would be much easier to answer. In othsr ords,
if Fort Valley is to be incorporated inte the state
syater it would be a very logical for us tc consider the
matter of building up the practice school even at the
present stage of negotiedidnns

I can easily understand thai Fort Valley
cannot continue to auﬂiament the salaries of the teachers
in the practice school. It has been both a gecod investment
and an admirable thing for you to do it as long as you have
ard it will be toc bad, of course, to have to employ less
able people than,you have been using. ¥r. Cousing mwentioned
the matter to me when I was in Atlanta lact. At that time I
asked him and ¥r. Lester to submpit a proposal to me but
told bim very frankly that,until the state's reorganization
of higher education for liegroes developed further, there was
little chance of our being abls toc help.

The survey s moving along, I think. On June
27th Dr Cocking presented it to Wesars Vann and Favrot of the
G.E.B,, Dr. Sanford, Knd Mr. Embree. This was to secure
individual professional reactions only and bore no
implications of securing foundation support. it was a
satisfactory meeting and I'll teikl you about it in more detail
when I see you.

I shall be here until the latter part of
‘ugust so, if you come to New York, get im touch with me.

Cordially yours,
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State
Nepartment of Lducation
Atlanta, Georgia

M. D. COLLINS

STATE SUPERINTENDENT August 2, 1938

OF SCHOOLS
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Mr, J. C. Dixon
507-121st Street
New York, New York

Dear Mr. Dixon: - ¢
Just before you left we talked about the need for securing some good
people for the Practice School at . It is premature, of
course, to place people who may later not be wanted by the authorities
of the institution. Certainly this would be true with reference to the
college faculty. On the other hand, the Practice School teachers are
employees of the state and county and we should expect competent people
to be retained whatever the outcome of the committee's recommendations
to the Regents, About half of the Practice School teachers have been
released by Mr, Hunt while the other half have been told that he cculd
guarantee only the state salary schedule for seven months., You can see
that it will be imposgsible for him to fill these vacancieg or even to
retain the good teachers he has with such a salary arrangement. Mr,
Lambert has agreed to recommend to his board that they assume responsi-
bility for the other two months, They failed by a considerable amount
to do thie in 1937-38,

This is just a restatement of the condition which Mr, Hunt wrote you
about and I should like to know whether you, after thinking it over,
found it pogssible to allow him for 1938-39 an amount sufficient to
supplement each teacher ag much as ten or fifteen dollars. There will
be twelve or more teachers,

Will it be necessary for us to write the Rosenwald Board a request for
continuing their cooperation with‘us at Red Oak on the same basis as
last year?

I hope that you, Mrs. Dixon and Johnny are having a pleasant summer and
that you will be able to finish your work as you hoped,

Sincerely yours,

1ml/me
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© August 6, 1938,

Mre. Je C. Dixon,
501 West 121nd Street,
New York, Ne. Y.

Dear Mr. Dixon

Upon my return to Washington, after an absence of
more then a month, I found your letter replying to one which
I had written you June 22,

While the uncertainty involved in the situation at
Fort Valley at this time is more or less disconcerting, we
are nevertheless going ahead making our plans for another
year's worke I know nothing whatever about what Dre. Cocking
proposes to recommend to the Board of Regents of the University
of Georgla, and I suppose there would be no possible way of
knowing whet action that Board would take even if one knew
what he proposed or has alresdy recommendede Both of us are
perhaps peainfully aware of the possible outcome of the politicel
campaign in Georgie.

With the political campeign in mind, I feel reason-
ably sure that neither the Governor nor the Board of Regents
will probably do anything in this matter before the Primary
election in September. In spite of the uncertainty, I shall
be pleased to keep in touch with you, and if I am in New York
any time before you leave I shall be glad if possible to see you.

No metter what happens, I hope that Fort Valley will
continue to do such work as to merit your good will and cooper-
etion in any way possibles

Very truly yours,

HAH: kw



August 6, 1938

lire Robert Cousins

State Department of FEducation
State Capitol

Atlanta, Georgia.

Dear lr. Cousins:

From your letter of August 3 I understand that
you are asking us for 240, to supplement the salary
of krs. Duncan in her work as Jeanes teacher in
Peach and Macon counties, for 1938-39. Vhile this
is somewhat outside of our regular program, our
present relationship to the State of Georgia and our
hopes for the development of the Fort Valley situ-
ation make me inclined to grant this request for aid.

M&y‘ aAA{bc.,ly St ‘J'-%—‘-‘-ﬂ-zo—.n_ —_ -
P,,Z; . Dunca/g{s salary does seem to be a little Wﬁm
inpufficient in view of the fact that 1 was not able
to write lkr. Lester definitely that we would make a
grant with which to supplement the salaries of the
teachers in the ’ractice School. It is my impression
that 1 have discussed this matter relating to lirs.
Duncan with l'r. Embree, and that he agreed it would
be a worthwhile grant. I have no written record of
that, however, and since 1 am unwilling to depend
upon my recollection of it, I hope you will take this
letter as an indication only of our interests, until
you hear further from me or from Y¥r., Embree. This,

1l hope, will be next week.

Good fortune attended me on my final examinae
tions, and the write-up of my project is the only thing
that 1 have ahead of me.

Sincerely yours,

JCD/1LB A



& August 6, 1938

Mr. L. ¥. Lester

State Department of Education
State Capitol

Atlanta, Georgia.

Lear lr. lLester:

While I quite agree with you as to the need for secur-
ing some good people for the Practice School at JFort -
it is a little difficult for me to decide whether or not
it would be valid for the Rosenwald #und to make an appro=-
priation for this purpose. If we were assured of the cone
summation of the Fort Valley project, there would be abe
solutely no reason for us not making an appropriation to
the strengthening of the Practice School.

So far as 1 can remember, Nr. Hunt never sent me any
estimate as to the amount of money which will be needed for
the operation of the Practice School. If you have these
figures, 1 suggest that you send them to me immediately, in
Chicago. After you have done this, Mr. Embree or 1 will
write you whether or not we are able to make a grant.

It will not be necessary for you to write a specific
request for a continuation for the Fund's grant to the Red
Oak School for 1938-39. lr. Embree and 1 have already
discussed this. The appropriation has been made, and will
be available under the terms you and 1 discussed when we
were last together. 1 suggest, however, that you handle
this as a terminal grant, because 1 have no assurance whate
soever that it will be renewed after the next school year.

You will be interested to know that I had my final
oral and written examinations last week, and was successful
in them all.

4ith personal regards, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

JCD/LB
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¥Mr. J. C. Dixon, I b0
i e o - . )
Julius Hosenwald PFund,

4901 Ellis Avenue, Lj”

Chicago, Ill. ‘ qufff
e y T —_ 0
Dear lir. Dixon: Qf;’i ~ (d“.('-”\ et
f’ ) /é E:;_Gm )
I thank you for your kind legtter of INg “*-?hw " express-
ing again your kind interest in Nrs.patton's improvemen rver her

severe fall last August. I am giaa to say she is steadily 1mnrov—
ing and in time wiil recover completely.

L note also the infommation in the remainder of your let-
ter concerning the meeting of the Bducation Committee of the Regents
and of the Board of Regents itself on October 27th and 28th. Since
recelipt of your letter I have received a copy of the Survey but
have been on such a run in the last few days that I have not had
time to read more than a small portion of it. I note also that the
Board adopted the Survey report and appointed a committee of three,
namely, Chancellor Sanford, Mr. Nix and Dr.Cocking, with full power
to act for the Board. I note also that Dr.Cocking expects to write
to me some time within the next month or six weeks. I am on a tour
in the South at the present time and if I can do so, I shall en-
deavor elther within the next few days or later, to call on Dr.Cock-
ing at Athens. In talking with NMr. Alva Tabor of Fort Valley
recently, he said that Dr.Cocking had expressed the hope that I
would stop by Athens if practicable, to see him.

Meantime 1 have no decided opinion as to what attitude
the Board of the Fort Valley School will take as to any proposal
made to them concerning transferring the School to the State. Nor
do I know what the attitude of our Central Board in New York would
be. I had the feeling about a year ago that if a vote had been
taken at that time the Board in New York would have been favorable
to the transfer. But so much time has elapsed since then during
viiich they have heard nothing on the subject that my feelingeis that
there has been a drift in the other directlon. [ This however, is
pure guess work and more a hunch than anything else since there has
been no serious discussion of the matter since,snortly after your
talk to our Board in New York. y




Mr. J. C. Dixon -2~ 11-9=-38

For a reason which I think I communicated to you confi-
dentially in one of our talks, namely. the fact that I do not
expect to remaln at the head of the Institute longer than the
Fall of 1940, as I shall then be nearly 72 years of age, I
shall not be aggressive in this matter one way or the other.

I do not think that course would be fair to those who will in-
herit my responsibility hereafter, esgecially in a matter as
important as this is not only to the State, but to the Church.
Perhaps also, I suffer too much under the handicap of seecing
the reasons on both sides very vividlgrand heartily synpathize
with the viewpoint of those who favor and those who do not.

However, I feel so deeply the importance of this decision
that I am very anxious indeed that if and when any proposal
comes from the Board of Regents, every member of the Fort Valley
Board and every member of the Board of the Institute shall have
a complete pilcture of the case on both sides. I am writing this
to you now because 1 doubt if you gentlemen who have taken so
much time and trouble in connection with this survey realize
that for the most part the members of these two Boards have only
a vague idea of the merits of the case as you gentlemen see them.
If that deficlency is to be corrected, it seems to me that Dr.
Cocking or some one else with a gift for putting things clearly,
should ask Bishop Mikell (H.J.,namely the Rt.Rev.H.J.Mikell,D.D.,
whose address is 108 East 17th St. Atlanta, Ga.) to afford an
opportunity for presentation of the case to the Board of the Ft.
Valley “chool. That Board is to meet on November 29th. It is
possible that Bishop Mikell may not find it practicable to have
a representative of the Board of Regents at that meeting, but I
am sure he would be glad to provide an opportunity at some later
date if the Committee of the Board of Regents desires it. It
may be that DBishop Mikell will be glad to have a representative
at the meeting on lNovember 29th, but I cannot speak for him. My
opinion also is, that if you gentlemen wish the Board of the In-
stitute to understand the question clearly, a similar reqguest
should be made of the Institute. I am giving this opinion solely
in the interest of being absclutely fair to all concerned in a
matter of such great importance to both interests.

Thanking you for your letter and with warm regards,

Very sincerely, 1{)
Rolals 0. Fallonns

I am taking.the liberty of sending a copy of this lester
to Bishop lMikell. g e g




EIGHTH & GRACE STREETS |

ey
RICHMOND VWA November 1€, 1938,

Mr. J. C. Dixon,
Atlanta, Ga.
Dear Nr, Dixon:
During our conversation at the Piedmont Hotel in
Atlanta last week, I informed you that there would be a meeting of

the Board of ‘rustees of the Fort Valley School at the school, be-

ginning at 11:00 o'clock, Eastern Standard TIﬁe:_ﬁbvember 39th, in
case you or Dr. Cocking or both of you might wish to ask Rt, Rev.

H. J. Mikell, D. D., 108 E. sSeventeenth St., Atlanta, Ga., for the
opportunity of presenting the case of the Board of fegents to that

body.
The next regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the

Institute will be held in the Church Missions House, 381 Fourth Ave,, .

New York, beginning 23 30 ~o'clock, Monday gfternoon, December 123th.

=

—————

I told you that I would be glad to guarantee you and Dr. Cocking a
chance to present the proposal of the Board of Regents at the meeting
of the Institute Board, if you so desire. when I talked with you in
Atlanta I did not know when the next meeting of our Board in New York
would be held., I am, therefore, writing to you now to give the above
information. The next meeting of our Board in New York will not be

held until somewhere around the 10th of February. Please write 4o me

gant Capitol Hotel, Richmond, Va., letting me know your wishes.

with warm personal regards,

L ﬁ( KM% very sincerely,wapﬁf?



RICHMOND,VANovember 21, 1938,

Mr. J. C. Dixon,

39 Alden Ave., N. W.,
Atlanta, Ga,

Dear Mr, Dixon:

I have received your hand-written letter of November 18th,
saying that Bishop Mikell had invited you, Dpctor Sanford, Doctor
Cocking, Mr. Marion Smith, and Mr, Abit Nix to be present at the
Fprt Valley Board Meeting on November 29th, Bishop Mykell had
already written me that he had done this, I was glad to hear it,
because, as I told you in our conversation in Atlanta around the
8th or 9th of octoberithat I am especially anxious that both the
Fort Valley Board and our Central Board in New York understand
clearly and fully all of the implications involved on both sides
before they are called upon to vote on the question of whether the
Fort Valley school should be transferred to the State.

After the meeting at Fort Valley, as you say, we can decide
together whether it will be best to have you gentlemen present the
case to the Board of the Institute at its meeting on December 12th,
or at the meeting next February.

I thank you for your invitation to drive Mr. Bentley and
me back to Atlanta the evening after the Board meeting in the after-=

noon of the 29th. This is kind of you and I accept with pleasure
unleas Mr. Bentley comes t0 the meeting in our car.

Thanking you for your letter, and with besg wishes

wpm.

Robert W Patton

Sincerely youra
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Mr. J. C. Dizxon,
39 Alden Avenue, N, W.,
Atlanta, Ga.

Percsonal J’
pear ¥r, Dixon: i

1 am sending this letter, special delivery, because 1 am
sure you should have ite contents before you go to the Fort Valley
Board meeting on the 29th. I will be at the Piedmont Hotel Monday
morning and will take a room for as long ae I am there that day. I will
not be in my room the whole morning, as I must have a conference with
Bishop Mjkell at his residence up town, unless he decides, as he some-
timee doés,to confer with me at the hotel. My present plan is to go
to Macon Monday afternoon, spend the night at Dempsey Hotel, Macon, and
go to Fort Valley the next morning., I am giving the above in case you
should wish to get in touch with me by telephone. Should you telephone,
and I am out, please have the hotel put your call and number in my boX.
I leave Richmond Sunday afternoon at 4:38, arriving in Atlanta about
eight o'clock Monday morning.

I am writing this letter for your encoursgement, as well as
in keeping with my practice ever since you and I first talked on this
matter concerning Fort Valley. I have thought it just and right to
keep you posted as to any developments within our group. I have felt
that if and when any official report should come from the Georgla
authorities, our group should have sufficient information to enable
them to decide intelligently and conscientiously, all of them voting
their own convictions after having all the facts before them. I have
felt the same way as o your side of the question and have, therefore,
reported to you consistently the facts and the attitude of our group in
the two Roards. This letter ig written in conformity with my previous
practice in the light of some information I have just received from two
of the most influential of our group, probably the two most influent-
ial.

I was quite surprised the day before yesterday and again to-
day on receiving communicatione from the two persons referred to, both
of them heretofore positively opposed to transferring the school to the
State. They did not say that they are in favor of it now, but they did
say both of them,substantially, as follows - "I see that we will be '
taking on a tremendous! responsibility in refusing to give up the school
if the forthcoming proposal makes it pOSSible,'in;ﬁiQW of our srSeNE———



Mr, J., C. Dixon, #a.

commitments, to do so", The factor which has caused these two gentle-
men to0 reopen a guestion which they had previously decided in their own
minds, was the careful survey made by the Board of Regents at consider-
able expense, and the conclusion of men whom they respect, that the
Statets whole grogram for Negro education may fall down unlees they
make the sacrifice. Please do not understand from this that these two
gentlemen are anywhere near ready to cast their vote in favor of the
proposal, but they are very conscientious men, accustomed to act in

all important matters on principle. I thought I had better communicate
thie to you at once, because I had thought that both of these gentle-
men had finally settled the matter in their own minds.

Biit, it would not be fair to you to communicate the above

without letting you know what these gentlemen consider the point
beyond which they cannot go. 1In the several conversations you, Nr,
Bentley and I had, about eighteen months ago, both before and after
your address to the Institute Board in New York, I said to you that our
people had contributed between $600,000,00 and é?O0,000.00, about
forty per cent of it for new buildings at Fort Valley, given by people
who made their gifts because it was a Church school, and not because
it was merely an educational institution, A good many of those people
are now dead and the Institute and their Associates in Atlanta feel
that a sacred responsibility is involved. They do not expect non-
church people, or people who are not members of the Episcopal Church,
to feel this responsibility to the same extent as do our own people.
At the same time, that does not change their sense of responsibility.
But, in addition to those that are dead, there are many still living
who contributed who wbuld not have contributed had they thought that
at any future time the school would be transferred to the State,

But, from the time this question first came before our
authorities, who are Trustees of the contributors, a good many have
felt that if and when a proposzl should be made, backed by reasons
which compel serious consideration by intelligent and conscientious men,
a way out might be found in reagonable justice to all if sufficient
funds could be secured to establish a Church plant at Fort Valley, not
only in the form of a chapel and a flector, but of definite religious
education and christian social service. I told you when we first
talked on the subject, and I think Mr, Bentley said substantially the
same thing, that I felt strongly that our group would consider this
as a eine qua non in any final disposition of the question. You said,
for reasons which you advanced, that the maximum that could be secured
towards helping the Church to biild a satisfactory plant at Fort Valley,
wae from $25,000.00 to $40,000,00. I eaid that while I was satisfied,
without having consulted them, that our group woulé consider $40,000,00
entirely too 1little, you should, in order to bring the matter to a
point where discussion could take place, & suggest to your associates
that they make a proposal on the basis, among other things, of $40,000,00,
as I thought that that wae the minimum that would be considered. That
would be perhaps half of the amount necessary to put an adequate® Church
plan® there, that under present conditions, there will be no chance of
raising that amount of money among Church| people, who in the past have

f_.'l,- =



Mr, J., C. Dixon, #3.

é 7178 {t«ﬁ&&
given ego liberally to the.tgs££¥n$inn, etc.,, etc, I told you that
I wac satisfied the Church could raise some money for the purpose, but

that it would be necessary to have a substantial sum as a condition of
the transfer to enable the Church to raise the remainder, especially
as its appeal would have to be to those who are interested im Fort
Valley, namely those who have given in the past so liberally, and who
would be disgruntled over losing their former contributions.

Now, the two gentlemen, above refrred to, say that in none
of the recent communications from the other side has a eingle word
been said as to a proposal containing any assistance towards the Church
plant at Fort Valley in consgideration of the Church'!s turning over to
the State a half million or more dollars worth of buildings,for the
most part, new buildings.

I need not prolong this letter., 1 have reccalled the
gsubstance of our correspondence and convercations merely for clari-
fication of your memory, I thought I should get this letter off to
you s0 that you may do whatever you think desirable before the meet-
ing at Fort Valley on the 29th. Except for a recent letter from Doctor
Cocking, expressing surprise that neither the Fort Vslley school Board nor
the Inetitute had received any report of "frequemnt conversations"be-
tween Mr, Hunt and the Geergia authorities, I have had no information
from anyone but you, Our side has been completely in the dark as to
what was going on, and what wae the upshot of it all, My Board re=—
cently asked me if I had heard anything. I replied, "No", and that I
wae inclined to think the whole matter had fallen through.

In other words, Mr. Dixon, as I see it, our authorities
believe that they are bound on every count to perpetuate at Fort Valley
& Church plant for spiritual activities, religicus education, etc,
Several of the Board of “egents have told me within the last two weeks
that they are almost as anxious as we are that the Church xX¥X perpet-.
uate such a spiritual influence at the school. In view of the dispo-
eition of the two very influential persons referred to to recon=-
sider their position in the matter, I think you ought to know*what I
have szi1d above before the meeting at Fort Valley on the 28th. You
may communicate a copy of what I have szid, or a summary of it, to
anyone, provided you withhold my name, You remember the reasons for
this, which I gave you when we had a talk in Atlanta,

Hoping I chall have a chance to talk with you before the
Board meeting, and as, always, with best wishes,

Your friend,, sincerely,

Redut ). Cullae,

Robert W. patton,
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December &, 1938

Deer Mrs. Duncan: Enclosed you will find our check
for $180 representing the first
payment on ocur grant of $540 towerd your salary aad travel
expenses during the 1988-%2 school term. Paymente for a
like amount will be gent to you on March 1 snd June 1.
Seeson's greetings from the varicus

members of the gtaff.

Very truly yours,

YT - Al VIFKS
DE: 4¥
¥rs. Catherine J. Puncan

Fort Valley Normal end Industrial School
O‘I‘t V& ’ = g

cc: Mr. Robert L. Cousins



Hre, Catherine Duncan

Fort VYelley Normal end Industrial School

- SRR N S P e S o,

Fort Valley, Georgia

Julius Rosenwald Fund
4901 Ellis Avenue
CHICAGO

Payment Voucher No.

Date  [roonis

Piret peyment on sllocstion of £540 toward salsry end travel expenses

during the 19838-50 pchool term, Peach and Macom Counties to pay

sn additionsl $1,2600 « = = = - o = - v 0 e - m - - - - - - - - $180,00
Olef 20478
Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit
Rural School Program - Field Services 57=6 $180.00

Prepared by Checked by Posted by

Comptroller




December 9, 1938

Dear Bishop Mikells When Dr. Cocking and I met with your

Board et Fort Valley recently we did,
I fear, a very poor job of presenting our thinking in the
whole matter. In fact, I was quite disappointed about it
because I did not feel that we had gotten over to the
individual members of your Board the possibilities of the
proposals which we made. So much 1s this so that I do not
feel that it 1s fair to your Board or to the State to leave
the matter in its present condition, end I should like very
mach, if you think it permissible for me to do 80, to heve en
opportuaity to talk with you and with other members of your
Board when I return to Georgia. I want to do this not because
I have something to sell or because I want to convince & group
of people azainst their own better judgment but because as I
have already said I would like for the members of your Board
to see the problem in its entirety.

¥e did not convey in the least the
real significance and importance of this proposal of the
whole program for higher education for NHegroes in Georgia,
and until this is done it is inevitable that some of your
Board members who are less fauiliar with it than are you
will see certain sections rather than the whole picture.

Dr. Cocking and I are both indebted
to you for the privilege of appearing before your Board, and
I shall be greteful for further opporiunity for talk with you.

Sincerely yours,

JCD:RW

Bishop H. J. Mikell
108 East 17th Street
Atlanta, Georgie
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/) December 9, 1938

Dear Mr. Tabor: I wag both surprised and a bit dissppointed

in our meeting with the Board of Fort Valley.
I was surprised to find the opposition from certain board members
and disappointed thet &t should exist, and at thet time I could
not undersiand how it had developed end had become so pronounced.
After leaving Fort Valley that day I began to check on the whole
proposition and found, I think, how and why this opposition had
emerged. You know the source of this as well as I do.

Unless something very effective is done in the
near future I am frankly afraid that the whole proposal for trans-
fer of Fort Valley to the State, and therefore the whole proposal
for the development of an imcreasingly effective state program,
is going to fall by the wsyside. The crux of the whole matter is
the transfer of Fort Valley to the State. I want to come to Fort
Valley just as soon as I can get back to Georgia and have & long
talk with you and Mrs. Hunt so that I can again check with the two
of you my thinking on the matier. After that, if we are agreed
that the best thing for the State and for Fort Valley ie to go
ahead with the project in which we have bsen interested, I want
to make a personal visit to all of the members of the Fort Valley
Board. At that time I want to talk with them frankly and candidly
end present our whole thinking in the matter in a way in which
neither Dr. Cocking nor I presented it at the meeting.

I will get back to Atlanta the latter part of
next week and I will appreclate it if you will be so kind as to
send to my home address in Atlanta, 59 Alden Averme, N.¥., a list
of the names of the members of the Fort Valley Board and their
residence addresses. After I get thie and have & chance to talk
with you and ¥rs. Hunt I went to see and telk with each member
individually.

Cordially yours,

JCD:RW .. fb// -

Mr. Alva Tabér
Fort Valley N. and I. School
Fort Valley, Ceorgia
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BISHOP'S HOUSE
ATLANTA, GA.

December I3th. 1938

lir. J. C. Dixon, ‘H)/"
hicago, Ill. -
My Dear lir. Dixon; \

Thank you for your letter.
I am sure that the Board will be very glad to have you
present the matter before them again before we arrive
at a decision. But I fear that we cannot get a
meeting very soon. Tou will remember that a Committee
was appointed to confer with the Committee of the Regents
and report back to our Board. I am trying now with Dr.
Cocking to arrange for such & meeting, and I think that
that would be your chance to preseﬁt your views sagain,
as our Trustees are likely to be guided by the report of
our Committee. If you will let me ssy so, I think
the trouble at the meeting of the Trustees was that
you and Dr. Cocking could not overcome the impression in
our minds that the Regents of GCeorgia were really not very
serious in their interest in the School. Vie felt that
the mere pssgsing by the Regehts of Dr. Cockings report
in a general way did not constitute an assurance that
the Fort Valley School would be secure for the future. -

I certainly will be very willing to talk over the

situation with you. | N
Yours faithfully,

‘52 gz _: ‘i_r_'

E —_—

£



December 14, 1938

Dear Dr. Patton: You know without my saying so that

I am always appreciative of the
privileges you have extended me both in lengthy discussions
¥ith you and in the opportunity to meet wita the Church
Institute. The meeting in New York Monday was to say the
least encouragzing becsuse I had the feeling while I
watched Bishop Tucker that he, like you, wes asking him-
self two questions; namely, what is the best thing for the
Begro boy and girl in Georgie? end, what is our duty &s a
church group? Furthermore, I felt as I watched him that he
wag the type of man who would inevitably errive at the
correct answer to those guestions and, though it may be the
expression of & hope more than an opinion, I cannot help
feeling that the correct answer is involved in the pro-
posale which have been made.

You are always so considerate of
others and so geperous im your granting of privileges that
I find myself ‘ you, but this in no wey alnimises
the sincerity of my eppreciation,

Sincerely yours,

JCD:RW

Dr. Robert W. Patton

American Church Institute for Negroes
281 Fourth Avenue

Hew York City

e



December 14, 1938

My dear Bishop Tucker: This is just a brief note to thank you

for the privilege of meeting with the
American Church Institute on Mondsy, and to tell you how much I
appreciate the privilege which has been mine in being permitted to
work with you, Dr. Patton, and the Instituts.

It was nice of you to offer me an oppor-
tunity in your meeting to have something to say about the plans for
higher education for Negroes in Georgla, particularly &s they in-
volve Fort Valley. Dr. Cocking, however, had I thought so
effectively presented the whole picture that it was hardly necesasery
for me to take up additional time in further discussion, and even
if I had done this I doubt if I could have conveyed to your Board
how imporiant I think this whole proposal 1s to the State of
Georgia, to the Wegro peoples in Georgla, and to the Church Insti-
tute. Sometimes in fact I wonder if I can react logically to the
matter since it has gotten so close to me &nd has become such an
importent matter in my thinking about the education of the Hegro
in Georgia.

It hes been my pleasure to talk with
Dr. Patton quite &t length ard I am sure he understends what and how
I feel. He knows that I have been studying this problem for several
years as honestly and get as dispassionately as I possibly could
study it and that even though I may be wrong in my opinions I am at
least honest in thinking that it is a most importaent problem which
faces those people in Georgia who are charged with the responsibility
for promoting education for its people. It happens that I talked
with Mr. Davis and Mr. Favrot of the General Education Board while I
was in New York and I was happy to learn that both of them felt sl-
most a8 I do in the matter. It was alsoc encouraging to have Dr. Jones
take aspproximately the same position, for this not only gave me
support in & professional opinion but also encouraged me to feel that



I had not formed too biased an opinion because of my nearness to
the whole project.

No one knows of course what may be
the outcome of this proposal which is being presented to the Fort
Valley Board and to your Board but whatever this may be I wish you
to know that I am both personally and officially appreciative of
the consideration you and Dr. Patton and the members of the Institute
have shown me.

Eincerely yours,
#ii

JCD: RN

Bishop Henry St.0. Tucker

American Church Institute for Negroes
281 Fourth Avenue

New York City
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THE GEORGIA NEGRO
A History

SPONSORS
E. P. Pinckney
Sol C. Johnson
W, A. Harris
A, H. Gordon
Mrs. Geo. S, Williams

Poar anmetime T have nlanned to write vom

to thank yon for thes efforts you are making, according to
my information, to get the Rosenwald Fund to do something
worthwhile for Necra edneation in Georcia, This matter iz of
sreat imnortance in reference *o hirsher education far Neprpss
‘{"‘ Go orcia .p""""' a4 statement vou mad: .':"\"".'_‘ vears ago 1“.’1’13..’3..'"I_T have
quoted in my hook on The Ysorpia Negro (p 185) that "Behind any
*;}Ti?f‘“"-"“.":‘ or theory of e “‘“".‘"’:-ir‘:”" “ﬂ-?'(f'i’.'_?':“]_:.' looms the problem of
financing the propram" is certainly well illuztrated in connsetion
wi +h +‘|‘n\-"|v'~f‘-“‘"i.+'w* inng we “‘""rr-‘ .

'[ *I‘ inl +hat 1€ Aarm1r Ao sNec ~A 3v mpattine the
Trienana] P\}“ﬂ_'-v'-f_‘\;"\ +r +1rn +the “-'VV‘\"‘ "‘\\+ I‘_I-"V"‘." ‘I'r1j'3" .‘:‘-1‘.'.’ r +(~' *.hr:
state ':??“’4 the State apress tn support the ‘-""‘*".‘:_.:}"".*-"‘-“- after it
i s rec A 1«-:34 3 Trey 1 LIS | 1l 1‘"._"_"" e et -~ cren + ~mawvrr o AAa -f‘,.-.— T\'.. gro e |.,-..-J_T 2
'.1_1";"' states

T +hinl +Frat din *fvrvine +0 F9m3 o naramnmn +a +ala
charce nf the Sohool at Fort *.;'-11}_1.-,, if 4t is x\.-.!".-,_.“ inta the
avetem vou would he clad to nuse v—t.w“':o- influence in favor of =
E :""“’ Neoro if none eczan he fon A vha hae a reconrid r\'F'-'.f"q'.";"P-\'F;n'l and
(E\-'.“‘I"“?r'\'i_n\-—.'l‘ cariripe 4_‘-'- +"_--_-_\. --‘!:- + r-._'.l mer owm i+ ‘_F‘F\!\I-\v».(“ Jirvl_-'i‘d\" ne Ay TL.Q
wnrl he ie dAaine arnd een .1,.,, T -IH.H-{. T ~ R 4,1.:_5,...; \‘,—_-,..,..
squal, a person now working in ths University system would be hest
Tl R o A -\,_..-I,_. X
,..,1'1';3.?“—-71,.-,_-‘._,_. e | .‘.1--‘1-'.1-.. 4., ,__P,_,,_I:,:,T,I,_+,; .

I am in complete accord with the main
f"':-\ inoce and reeoanrm e +,’.-.ﬁ“."f‘ Sneartarated in the rennrt Af
J:‘:‘"‘."T:".:-.f"-_*" Cocking, especially after much of this has heen
gznplained or ‘T.T“.ft"]"t“-’.‘;*_':- i as not dezirned to to injurs any one

AF Yhe FratdFart 3 e

we Fatve

Vi




Mr. J. C. Dixon - Gordon.

i)
n

Dear Mr. Dixon:

While 211 thet I have written you in this
communication 1is from my point of view somewhat confidential
I wish that vyou would consider these "P.2." additiosns as
especially so.

had a somewhat confidential talk with Mr.

fice in Atlanta recently but I think he

would have no o tion te my saying that I am completely in
accord with his idea that none of the state institutions for
Negroes in Georgia have so far done satisfactory work in
teacher training for the advancing program of Georgia and I

eam in accord with his desire to have some plan of tezacher training
similar to that for rural teachers now attempted at Forasyth to
be put in operation at Fort Valley if it is taken into the
system. Certainly if I should have opportunity to serve there
I would make that a part of the program. I understand that the
Rosenwald fund has had some part in this work in the past and
would perhaps like to have it prometed in a more efficient way
at Fort Valley or elsewhere in the system.

. I ha
Cousins in his offi
bjec

e

inother point I wish to mention to you
confidentially is that in all my years of service in the University
System of Georgia I have never been given a free hand or received ths
wholehearted supprort T nesded from the administration to carry
trough a program that would have been more satisfaetory to you,
the General Education Poard and, indeed, I think, the BRoard of
Regents. This is not said in an y spirit of disloyalty to m{
executive superior but merely as a statement of fact which
hope may be clarifying in case I am considered for any
promotion in the arrangements and changes in personnel which musgt
come out of the mew set-up.

By way of explaining my position that some one of
us now serving the University system, provided our services hawve heen
satisfactory over a period of years, should be promoted to take charge
of Fort Valley if it becomes a state institution, I may say that
I personaslly was considered serlously for the presidency of one of the
state schools in West Virginia until it was brought dorward that a
West Virginia Negro or one whe had worked there a long time should
have the pre®erence. He got it. If other states are doing this
kind of thinz Georgia must "take care of her own" or they will
certainly be left "out in the cold"., Of course, all this is
predicated on the assumption that some of ums can do the job as
well as any one that can be found elsewhere and I believe thgt this is
true.

Thanking you for

Respectf
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