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Dear Mr. Dixon: 
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Last week I visited Peach and Macon counties for the purpose of discussing 
the terms of the contract for Mrs. Catherine Duncan as supervising teacher 
for the 1938-59 school term. A contract has been signed by the superin-
tendent of each county calling for a term of nine months beginning Sep-
tember 1 at a salary of $140 per month, or a total of $1,260 for nine 
months. The sources of the annual salary are as follows: 

Peach. County .......... . 
Macon County .......... . 
Southern Education Foundation 

$540 
540 
18~ 

,,,,1.. ~-.• 
• 1,~ 

~ ,o 
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Peach Connty will list the supervisor as 
draw the state supervisory fund. 

a teacher and Macon County will 

If the state takes over the institution at Fort Valley it is our plan to 
place Mrs. Duncan in a position of prominence in connection with the teacher 
training program. It is expected that experiments will be carried on in 
the Negro schools in Peach and Macon counties under the proposed program. 
This year Mrs. Duncan wi ll have a wonderful opportunity to get acquainted 
with the actual situation in both counties and establish a cordial relation-
ship with children, patrons, teachers, and school officials. It is quite 
evident that the salary mentioned above is inadequate for Mrs. Duncan, 
taking into consideration her training, experience, and the cost of travel 
to the numerous schools. Since your Board has manifested an interest 
in the proposed program at Fort Valley I am therefore requesting consid-
eration for a grant of $240 to be applied on the salary of Mrs. Duncan 
which will enable her to better cover Jthe territory assigned and prepare 
reports which will be necessary in the formation of a teacher training 
program to be set up at the Fort Valley institution. It is suggested 
that should this grant be made that it be paid in three instalments of $80 
each on the first day of December, March, and June. I am confident that 
this small grant would be a real investment on the part of your Boa.rd in 
the matter of preliminary planning for a program which we expect to mean 
so much to the entire State of Georgia. 

Sincer~~s, 

I~ t.·,,,. 

RLCiftn 
11 W1JJ 
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Con!'idential October 29, 1957 

Dear Lester: le haTe prepare docket i te111 tor the meeting or 
our Board on the 15th which will make available 

$50,000 to be used in the transfer of Fort Valley to the state 
system. I suggested this amount because I have mentioned $40,000 
to Patton, and because I believe it will be necessary to have an 
additional sua after the tranater is made. 

I am still quite pertu.rbed about the possibilities 
of the whole thing. Vr. Embree am I bad a conference with San-
ford when we .;ere in Atlanta. le came aay reeling not too en-
couraged OTer Sanford• s enthusiasm tor the project. In addition 
to this I recently had a telegru trom Dr. Patton, a copy or which 
you haft receiTed. This, of course, indicated quite definitely 
that either Patton was hedging on the whole transaction or he had 
decided to do some additional trading which he thought 1f0uld be 
adTantageous to him and to his Board. It our trustees appropriate 
the money, howeYer, •• shall be in a position to force the issue 
on the whole matter and to know pretty shortly thereafter either 
that both the regents and the American Church Institute are will-
ing to see the transaction consWD.!llated or to know that we might 
as wll cease our e!forts to bring about the transfer. 

Our B0&rd will meet before my return to Georgi.a, 
ao when I see you on the 18th or 19th of NoTember I will be able 
to report. definitel y. 

JCD:IILU 

Mr. L. •• Lester 
State Department or Education 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Sincerely yours, 

J.C. f' '".) J 

• 
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•hr . J . C. Dixon, 
39 Al den Avenue , 
Atlanta, Ga . 

Dear for . Dixon: 

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Telephone, GRAMERCY 5-3012 

St. Augustine's College Raleigh, N. C. 
St. Paul Normal and lodustrial School, Lawrenceville, Va. 
Bishop Payne Divinity School Petersburg, Va. 
Fort Valley Normal and Industrial School, Fort V• lley, Ga. 
St. Mark"s N ormal and lndumiol School,Birmingham,Ala. 
Gaitor Industrial School • • Mason, Tenn. 
Gaudet Normal and Indusuial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorhees Normal and lndusuial School, Denmark, S. C. 
Okolona Induj=rial School • • Okolona, Miss. 
May l Q th, 1937 
Piedmont Hotel , 
Atl anta, Ga . 

TRUSTEES 

THE RT. RBV, JAMBS DEWOLF PBRRY, D. D, 
THE RT. REV. ERNEST M. STIRl!S, D. D. 

THE RT. RBV, PHILIP COOK, D. D. 
THE RBV. LUKE M, WHITE, D. D. 

THE REV. ROELIP H. BROOKS, D. 0, 
THE REV. GEORGE L. PAINE, A, M., B. D. 

THE RBV. WILLIAM H. MILTON, D. D. 
JAMES H. DILLARD, LL, D. 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
J OHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 

MR. LANGBOURNE M. WILLIAMS, JR. 
HONOJL\llY VICl!·PUSIDENTS 

GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, LL. D. 
WILLIAM C, RIVES, M. D. 

On account of the pressure on u s in the next ten days in 
covering ou r board mee t ings and othe r duties , Mr . rientley and I de c i ded that 
i t woul d be best for your convenience a s well a s our own, to wri te the 
l etter you requested of us at once , r a ther than run the r i sk of too much 
del ay in ca se we are tied up wi th unavoidabl e duties after l eav ing Atlanta . 
\ve made this deci s ion after your tel ephone message that you ~ould be called 
to New York soone r than you had expected. 

1'here is no publi c stenogr apher a vailabl e t o-day . I am t her e-
fore compelled to be my own typist , and am by no means expert . Accep t my 
apologies in advan ce for any error s , erasures etc . 

First of all, a ccept our expr essions of admira tion and approval 
of the statesman l i ke pl an for Fort f a l l ev ' ~ pl ace in the educa tional 
system of t he State of Georgi a , a s oulineu eo c l earl y and vividly by the , 
8hancellor, Doc tor S. B. Sanford, and yourself, in Mr . Bentl ey ' s and my con-
f erence on Satur day , 11iay 15t h ; with you gentl emen and Mr. ft . t . Cousins . 'i'he 
pur pose t o make the school a four y ea r t eacher ' s College , to~ give s c ien-
tifi c training in agricu l ture , horti cultu r e and in the rel a ted trades, with 
a probable appropr iation for maintenance of ~35 . 000 . 00 f rom the beginning , 
toge ther with appr opriati ons for necessar y buildings and equipment as may 
be necessary to carry through t h e program a s out lined, will certai nl y 

be an important factor when our authorities fa ce the difficult re sponsi-
bility of deciding what their duty is in t he question of turning the s chool 
over to t he St ate . 

After y ou gentl emen had frankly and clearly out lined y our 
plan for Fort l all ey in the event tha t our aut horities consent t o transfer 
the institution t o the control of the ~ta t e , you asked u s t o give you 
gentlemen an equally frank sta tement as t o what conditi ons v'e thought our 

aut hori ties would re quire . m After expl aining that the subject had never 
been considered by our Boards, and tha t we could not t herefore commit them, 
vie stated that we h ad discussed t he subject '.' ith sev er al of the member s 
of the rloa rd of the i nstitute and of the School, and that ~e believed that 
the following considera tions f airly represent the :fiew point of that 

m1.nority of ou r authorities ~.-i t h whom v:e have d i i cu ssed the subject ,ve 
a re inclined to bel ieve , a l s o, that the remaind~r of ~ r official group 
would, if and when the mat ter comes before them, empl:1[,size t h e considera tions 
we mentioned ,1m our confer en ce , the sufi.atan_c e of i''hi'ch if. we Sllii'fI!lari ze oelow. 



(1) Ee s. re sur e that r·ithout exception our authorities v1ill be 
go~e~ned in their a ction first of a l l by what shall seem their duty in the 
spiritual developement of the illegro , and their conception of the ter m 
11 spirijrual II will include e.duca tion . Our authorities are in the habit of 
thinking of educ~tion a s a spiritual process , and our ~nstitute schools, as 
y ou are fully aware,h ave been conducted with tha t premise as their basis. 
Since you, y ou r a ssocia tes, &nd the other gentl emen with v•hom we con-
ferred on Saturday, hold s i milar views, you ~ill be able to pre sent to our 
group the r ea sons why y ou t h ink it our duty to t r ansfer the school,with 
the a ssurance in advance that t hey will understand and appreciate your 
view point . 

(2) We stated in our conference that if it should be decided t o 
tra nsfer t he school to the ihe authorities of the State, our authorities 
would reta in a small tract of l and,two or t hree acres more or less, on 
v1hich a chapel, perhaps a community house and other f a cil ities for religious 
services to students, and to pepple of the community . I have no doubt tha t 
t he l a~c ~eserved could be ~rranged in a mut ually sa tisfa ctory loca tlon. 

(3) Al though the Fort Valley Normal and Industria l School did not 
becom~ formally connec t ed with t h e Epis~opal Church un t il 1917 , t he Rt . 
Rev. c . K . Nelson D.D., Vi shop of Georgi~{7a s I3resident of the Board of 
'rrus t e e s of t he school several years before it became connected wi th the 
Episcopa l Church, and on h is recommenda tion during that period t he Institute 
made the school a sma ll appropria tion. 

Since our officia l connection with the school , about twenty 
y e 3rs ago, we h ave remitted to the school for maintenance in ex ces s of 
~364 . 000 . 00,and ~or capital investments,including buildings and equipment 
in excess of ~414 . 000 . 00 accord ing to a nota t i on r e cently sent me by our 

Secreta ry,~x-~xi~~ total of around ~778.0oo . oo . It is not 
nece s sa ry to go over with me ticulous ca re r ecoras running back so many 
ye ars , but the above is given merely a s indica tive of t he l a rge investment 
i n t h ~ s chool by those , who for the most part made their contributions 
bec~use it was a church s chool. Of the total for buil ding s etc, the Gener al 
Educa tion Board gave us abou t ~151 . 000 . 00 , and prior to !,~r. Rosemwald ' s 
death, the Julius Rosemwald Fund 38ve us wl0. 000 . 00for the building program 
a t Fort Val ley . In addi tion to remittences from our central office , the 
t wo Episcopal dioceses of Georgi a have sent annually varying sums direct 
to the school . The total from these t wo sources ~oul d be a l arge additional 
sum, and other contributions from individual s woul d make a s till larger 
.±artxtx sum. 

The minority of our official group v,i th v:hom ne have discussec 
the subjec t h ave expressed the i r conviction:xx.:tEaalxfwsx that since not a 
few of t hose who have given generously in response to our appeals for Fort 
'lalley have passed i nto t h e oth e r world, we h av ' nt t he right to surrender 
the school without recover y of a portion, a t l east, of the capital i n-
vestment. Should the transfer be consummated , they desir e to be very gK 
generous , but since other educa tional corporations h ave been given large 
sums for the educa tion of Negroes under public auspices, they do not think 
a church corpor a tion v1hose funds v1ere given ~yr the maintenance of l4egro 
schools under private auspices , should be expected to bear the w~ole cost. 
Mr . Bentley and I expressed the opinion that our 
authorities would t ake the ground that they would be golng as f ar as they 
consientiously can in requiring a pe.yment of ~pl50 . 000 . 00 . 

'lher e i s another important _oint in this connection, v.rhich 
some of our officials have expressed, namely t he fear that the heirs of 
some of our donors mi ght sue the Institute on t hi ~round that the original 
purpose of the gifts had been diverted. lhe Inst1tute ~hould ~xxw not only 
have n~otection 3gainst such contingencies , but since t h e large sums spent 



on this school could h eve b een used to strenght en the ,:;ork in our other 
schools , ou r authoritie s fee l tha t a t lea st some 1Di i t shoul d be ~I.R.X 
r ecovered for that purpose . In one of your excellent sta temen ts yes-
terday , you advoca ted our relea se of Fort ~alley to the State , because of 
the di ffi cul t y , .. 1 s compar ed 1vi t h some years a.go of securing funds for 
priva te educa tion . It is t r ue, but it is for that rea son D.x:.t in part 
that our au t hori tie s fee l t hs. t , in t h e event tha t fort Vall ey i s t rans-
ferred to the Sta te , t hey should r ecove r xx a part of the inve s tment in 
Fort Valley in order to fortify the ork of our other s chool s . 

., e mentioned anoth er point yesterday, which , i n view of you r 
r ecuest t hat we embody i n .. -riting the most important points in our 
conversation with you, it is j u st a s well to r epes t . The aut horities 
of t h e Church in Georgia we r e ns.ny years ago induced to jo i n \, i t h the 
Ins titute in maintc..ining t hese s chools . ' ,e formerly had one in Brunswi c?: 
Ga o, a. very good s chool , but i n order~ strenghten Fort Valley , the Insti tu~ 
per suaded t h e Bishop of that diocese to close it,in or der to concentrate 
a ll of our strengbh on Fort Valley . lie \'!Ould not hove taken t ha t course 
had he bel i eved there ~as even a probability of consummating the p ro-
posal nolh' under considera tion. I.lor eove r both of t he dioceses of Georgia 
h av e sacrifi ced some of the funds which would have been u sed for the i ~ 
other wor k f or Negroes, had they not joined 'l'li t h the Insti tute in the 
development of For t Va l ley . ue are in view of t hese and other f a c tors 
to do at least something by way of compensa tion for t hisI sacrif i ce o~ 
t he part of t h e t wo d iocese s , who during all of t hese years beli eved 
t ha t t hey were partners in a per manent wor k , instead of a tempor a ry one, 
if Fort Valley is to go to t he State . 

I t h ink this covers the most importan t poi nts which we 
d i s cussed on Sa t urday , and which y ou '.\ ished sent to you in <this letter . 

Pl eo se , in preparing your pa per for our Board , which mee ts 
on June 14th, gi ve for t heir information t h e same clear sta tement of 
what you and others ]dxK conceive and expect to a ccompl ish with F·or t 
Valley as t he apex of lfegro educa tion in the Sta t e of Georgi a . 1-' lease, 
a l so, be prepared, if pr a cti cable , to give u s an approxima te e stimate of 
when, should ou r Board agr ee, t he St ase t1oard ,"ould wish to t alke ch a rge . 
A serious inju stice might be done to o'ur Principa1,.t>·acu l t y , and s t udents 
with all of the uncertainties involved in a change, i f i t were not 
dec i ded v-rnll , abunds.ntly well , i n advance of the close of t he school year . 
The Ins titu te would a l so be embarra ssed for t he same r €8 Sons. 

In view of t he gr eat importance of t h is mat t e r to all con-
ce r ned , wi ll you be will ing to come in person before our Board, if I can 

, arrange it af t er consulta tion with ou r Pr esident . I personally ·:.ould 
l i ke very much to have y ou do so , but ther e may be rea sons unknown to me 
why it v,oul d be bette r to have you a t a l a ter d a te. It d i stresse s me 
deeply to contempl a te t he po s sibility of gi ving Fort Va l ley up , a f t er so 
many years of associa tion v:1 t h i t , but if we must in duty f ace it in a 
s erious way , t hen I t h ink it should go before ou r Board under conditions 
f avor abl e to full and di s interested considera tion. lt seems to me t hat 
t o thi s end , your pr esence will be most import ant . 

• 1 shall be a t t h e hoosevel t hote l , Nev.r Or l eans from t he 
li 17t h , in t he evening, till l a te a f ternoon of the 18 th, ~nd at 3iloxi , 
l.:iss . 9 on t h e 19th ond for a f ew day s . Can you \'. r lte or v.rire me : 
either pl ace , letting me know if this is receiyed and s a tisfacto1y , apd 
whether you i. ou ld be willing t o come t o or r ~93trd keeting and present 
t h e case a s you see i t . ,/ ;, 

It wa s p l eE!. sant to both of u s u<f 1J ee so mu?h of_y9u . 
Apologi zing again for my poor 'f.'orkmanshi p a s --.-a- -t;,ypi s t , since I n ave 

been compelled to do this on Sunday wh en no one else is ava il-able , 
I am, Cordially yours , 1().(J~ 
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GENERAL EDUCATION BOARD 
FOUNDED BV JOHN 0. ROCKEFELLER 1902 

(tNC0RPO R AT&D 1003) 

49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 
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RAYMOND B. FOSDICK, PRE.SIDE.NT 
W.W. Bllll:~RLEY, SE.CRE.TI\RY 

June 21, 1937 

My dear Dixon: 

I very much appreciate your long letter of 
J une 17th telling me about your meeting with the American 
Church Institute. I have talked with Dr. Patton over 
the telephone and learn from him that you made an excellent 
presentation of the subj ect. 

Dr. Dillard wrote me briefly to the effect that 
he felt, first that Georgia needed a school of this kin4 
under church influence and, secondly that the State of 
Georgia had never demonstrated its ability to develop 
properly the institutions that it ovmed already. I have 
just written him confidentially that I did not believe 
under present circumstances that the American Church 
Institute could do as effective a ' piece of work at Fort 
Velley as the State of Georgia could do. Furthermore , I 
told him that in the last two years the Georgia Board of 
Regents had demonstrated a desire to do far more for its 
Negro institutions than in the past . I may be all wrong, 
but with Principal Hunt ' s present attitude towards the 
American Church Institute, I doubt seriously that they can 
do an effective piece of work in that institution with him 
in charge. He appears anxious to have the State take over the 
school, and in my judgment he will work effectively with the 
institution under State control. The American Church I nstitute 
had to do some rather unpleasant things last year, as you know. 
Although I am sure they were right, their actions 8eem to have 
left a somewhat strained relationship between the Principal 
am the Institute. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Mr. J.C. Dixon 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, I llinois 

LMF:RDE 
__J 

i 
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A Corporation of the Protestant Episcopal Church Responsible to the National Council and to General Convention 

THE RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D. 
PRESIDENT 

THE RT. REV. ARTHURS. LLOYD, D. D. 
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~r . ~ - C. Dixon, 
3S 1.ldcn ... , v enue , N. • . . , 
1. tL n t Lt , Ga . 

.Dear t:r . Di xon : 

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Telephone, GRAMHCY ~-3012 

St. Augustine's College Raleigh, N . C. 
St. Paul Normal and Industrial School, Lawre.nceville, Va. 
Bishop Payne Divinity School Petersburg, Va. 
Port Valley Normal and lndusuial School, Port Valley, Ga. 
St. Mark's Normal and Industrial School, Birmingham, Ala. 
Gaitor Industrial School Mason, Tenn. 
Gaudet Normal and Industrial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorhees Normal and Industrial School, Denmark, S. C. 
Okolona Industrial School • Okolona, Miss. 

June ?.4th, 1037 . 
Lindsc:. ~r , Va . 

TRUSTEES 

THE RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D. 
THE RT, RJ!¥ , ARTHURS. LLOYD, D. D. 
THE RT. REv'." ERNEST M. STIRES, D. D. 

THE REV. LUKE M, WHITE, D. D. 
THE REV. ROELIF H. BROOKS, D. D. 

THE REV. GEORGE L. PAINE, A. M., D. D. 
THE REV. WILLIAM H. MILTON, D. D. 

JAMES H . DILLARD, LL. D. 
MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 

JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 
HONORARY VICB•PRESIOBNTS 

GEORGE FOSTER PEA.BODY, LL. D. 
WILLIAM C. RIVES, M. D, 

ll 

Your l r tter of the 17th, expr esf'lne ,, our 3r,,·reci8.t:i.on of 01.1 r 

i nv lta tion to addres s our Bol' rd on ~une 14th, End your satif'.fP ction ·e lth 

the cordia l rt-: c eption and hearing c iven you , is just receiv ed a t Lindsay , Va , 

,;her e , for e conomy in my trr:v els , ~ shell be , off and on, untj.l about ~u l y 10t'1 

, hen I shall return to l,e\" York for o fev; d:;.ys , from the 10 th to 14th . -- s 

1. r . Bentley and 1 89.. id to you next d 8.y , ·:e f c 1 t that you di.d y our ~- ork v·e l l 

i n h8 t y ou s a id to our Boa r d , 0.nd I do not think tho. t any one thoucht y ou 

\·e re , a s y ou express it , in the least 11 dovnr. tic or op iniona ted" • .Lh ey 11 sked 

y ou to c ive them a c l ef' r and f r 1-ink Pxpression of your viev.1 point, Thich y ou 

did, and I am sure every one appr eci·~ted it. As I tol d :,ou in my first 

letter , , fter our meeting in 1, tla nta , hl ch they h &ve a ccep ted Rs the b a si s 

for considerine; t h e fub j e ct , their dec ision 'i·ill:_b ased pnima ril y on the 

question- 11 -•h&.t is our duty?" r ~rdon resort , half v ,1 y a lonr:; , to sincl e space . I am doine; my 
o~n typin e here in the c ou ntry . 

It ms n a tura l thrt y ou shoul d contemplate this mo.tter, as doe s 
our Bon.rd o.nd 1 , . ·i th some E:,r.:otion. '. here serious pur poses nnd convictions 
a re concerned , emotion , re&son, and conscience a re ~11 involved in normal 
hur.ic.n beings . Inte l li:::;ent oxerc ize of dut-y-a.nd re 0 ~on inevitobl y a-..·•cken 
emotion in every one - ho h '7 8 8. hes rt . So , :rou bc..ve po re, son for being 
asl-wmed of thi=i t c onfession . .l experienc e it a J.iso i11'l conten.plnting the 
posslbili ty of sep::; r s tion from a s c:bool ··1th fuic:Yi! IJ: hav e b.een c onnc c ted 
for s o :many y e ~rs . . . ~ ,,. • . , 

lhank ~rou for s8v:i.ng :::g~in ',"h~,t a J_Ob v ou f~el th".t the 
~n sti t u t e •7nd our associate s hav e done-a-t- ~ort r, Y . 'Cur rreopl.e-1r e 
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modestl y but f u l l y a, s.re of it . 1<nowing that the Ins t itute c an do , and h e.s 
done a t 1'ort Va l lev and in severnl of our othe r s ch ools , a O"OOd service , 
superior a t lea st to ·hat the State of Geor [;i a h a s done th~s f a r , is a s 
y ou observed in s ome of the remQrks and comment s a t t h e mee ting y ou a t -
tended , one of the r~ue st ions v,hich r.e i ghs on the cons _cience of t he member s 
of our i:foa rd . You remember thn t Dr . Dilla rd and Dr . "1ilton made that 
point , snd they 2re very conscientious about i t , and qs to ,•.he th~£ a c~ nee 
in t}le char a cte r of Geor c;i 2. 1 s poli t ic '.J l set- up n f e1P yesrs froi'n"'might; not 
nul lify the present liberal t endenc ies to,.-·ards justice to :Negroes _,.. 
in educntion . 

As to the racove ry of e part of the investmcnt, o. s indica ted 
in ny l etter to 7,•ou~of T.~o.y 17 th .l. believe it v·as ) , t he convic t j_on is , n s 
I think y ou ob f'e rved, that in surrenderine t he rork in Georgia a t t h e 
r equest not onl y of t!le Boa r d of Resents of the Sto.te , but of the Off i cers 
of other edu c n. t iono.l Corporc tion s j_nterested in and hnving f unds for 

publ i c educn t ion, :h:,r shoul d they not prove their f a ith by their ··ror k s 
li>p. sharing the so crifice vli th u s , and thereby enable u s to stren ghten our 

s chools e l se··,here- - och ools , ,,·hich are rendering a needed fer vice in :~eero 
educ otion, and v:hich t he States v10uld not, for the pr esent a t least , t 8ke 

over, if '."e closed them . One of our· gr oup sa i d in pri V 8. te conve rsation 
t ha t h e -,~ ondered r.he ther t h ose ,ho or e ,idvocating tha t '-::e transfer the 
s ch ool to t he Sta te see :thJ inconsistency of prop osine; a cou r se to a n 
entir e l y private org~niza tion which t h ey a s a t l e a st quasi publi c corp o-
r a tions had any hesitancy in followin0 themselves , nnmel y sharing a small 
part of the c ost with u s . 

But y ou are a l ready av:ar e of these expressions . ; ,1m writing 
three times a s much or more t!lnn I intended i n o.cknov;l edging your good 
l etter of the 1 7 t h . 

l rrn c l ad ~ou are pr o ceeding e lon~ the lines Kr . Bentl ey 
2nd I succ;ested \"hen y ou ca lled on us , the day a fter you me t ou r ~ oa rd, 
on J u ne l oth . 'ihis sort of thing can't b e hurried . Both s ides should 
hcve a ll the ti~e nec essar y for r efl e ction and dec ision . 1 ecr nestl y 
t r us t ::.nd believ e t:.1s.t the ultiJ:11.8. te dec i sion \,ill be ,ha t is rfi s e and 
richt . 

Should you h2v e o cc[; sion t o v rite 
sub ject, ple:-ise send~ copy of y our l etter 
orlgin~l to . New York . 

to ne befor e Jul y 8 th on 
t o me 2 t Lindsay, Va ., but any 

the 
--ith v:ar m persona l ree;8rds , 

Very sinc ere l y ,~ i),p~ 
Robert ·, . Pa tton . 
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Principal JI. A. Hunt 
A 'J'HIR1T-FO UR 'l'll A.VNil'ERSARl" 

. P_rincipal H . _A. l!unt and his wife, Mrs. F . .I . Hunt, have 
Just completed thirty-four yea rs of work in the service of t he 
Fort Valley ~orninl and Industrial School. It occurred to some 
of the teachers that it would be fitting to pay some attention 
to the con1plctio11 of so long a period of service, and that it would · 
be well to give the honored ones a reception in the new Robert 
W. Patton Hall, a building devoted to Home Economics. A com-
mittee was appointed nnd hastily a program was arranged with 
speeches and music, ending in a simple collation highly seasoned 
with . admiration and loYe for these two great benefactors of 
Negro youth in Georgia. Among the speakers were not onh· 
members of the faculty but also patrons, 11lumni and others d~-
ing social and educational work in the community. It was most 
interesting to hear all of these speakers · tell i~ a number of 
litt!e w,i_vs in which both :'\fr. and l\frs. Hunt had helped them 
over difficulties which to others may have seemed small, but to 
the person he! pcd, it n,c:rnt sometimes giving up a school career 
or fai lure to graduate, or continued ill health or threatened dis-
couragement and final surrcnder of effort in what seemed a hope-
less task. There were some of the older teachers who had been 
long at Fort VallC"y who made the company visualize the progress 
of the School by tclJing how they plowed corn or picked peaches 
or cared. ·for the cows and mules on certain spots where one, or 
more, of our good buildings now stands. 

, • ·when called upon to speak, i\Ir. Hunt, as always, made no 
cl:lim of being able to do, or of having done the thinµ-s mentioned 
by others, without the constant advice and assistance of l\I rs. 
Hunt 11ncl of other workers who had stood by them in every 
rmcrgency and in every trial when funds and suoplics were at 
the lowest point. Mrs. Hunt likewise told how they had tried 
tQ work tog-ether nn<l how an earnest desire to help fin ally ovcr-
cah,e suspicion of many who thon'l'ht they had come to proselyte 
t 11c children 11nd not to lead both children and parents into a 
l:ctter way of life. 

ThP most imoressivc thin!! in all that was snid bv cvery-
1-od.,· wa~ the truth that cnme out again and agn.in that the chief 

support in the labors of these two people was their abiding 
faith that, somehow, means would come for canying out their 
dreams for this School a11CI for this community. Sometimes the 
grocer refused to deliver a bill of goods because of the arrcar:ige 
in accounts; and sometimes commencement day approached with 
teachers' salaries unp:;i.icl, but in unforsccn wa_ys, the money came 
to deliver the School from impending di fficnltics . It was not 
onl.1· the visible building and equipment that prompted teachers 
to notice this thirty-fourth annivnsarv bnt it was also those in-
\·isiblc qualities in :\Ir. and :\f rs. Hl;nt tlwt have materialized 
IH•re and gin·n eharactrr and distinction to the work of the Fort 
\',11 Icy .\" orm:il anrl Incl ustria l School. 

M .. rs._F. J. Jlu11t 

--o--

A N01'ABLE El/ENT 

For a long time there has been a growing interest in the 
Episcopal churches of Macon for the Fort Valley Normal and 
I nd11stri11l School. Even before one of the rectors became a trus-
tee of the School, a warm interest was manifested throuo-h visits 
and gifts to the School. Sunday, l\farch 13, brought ,1 ~ulmina-
tion of that interest when the young people of Christ Church in-
,·ited all of the other churches to join them in an irwitation to 
the Fort Valley Choir to give a. program of songs in the Parish 
House of Christ Church. Our singers responded to the invita-
tion and gave a program consisting of spirituals, except two other 
numbers that were given by request. The $ndcnts rose to the 
occasion perfectly. They seemed to realize that it was an oppor-
tunity to sing their group into the hearts of the heare rs in a 
way that no other opportunities g/l\·c a chance to do. TIie andi-
encc also seemed to scn~<t /1n opportunity because thc·ir r esponse 
~vas mos' enth11si11st!c a'Jd genui11e. '~he al~ditorium w11s fillc~l to 
its capac•t)' and chairs/ ,irc brought 111 to till every nook. Princi-
pal Hun spoke briefl,v /1na after the singing- the crowd su,·gcd 
forward 11nd overwhel lf~ll the Principal .111<1 the singers with 
words of appreciation. -
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"Ye shall know the trut h and the truth shall make you free." 

A DILEMMA 
WHAT SHALL WE DO? "Balance your budget. Do not 

go into debt." These are familiar and, no do~bt, wise injunctions 
given to school principals by the trustees of the institutions over 
which they have control. "Do not allow your school buildings to 
fall into decay from lack of paint and minor repairs." 

The last s tatement is dictated by GOOD COMMON 
SEXSK Jn the foce of the Trustees' directions, what shall we 
do when we sec our buildings and equipment deteriorating in a 
way that could be prevented, but when we do not have the 
money with which to purchase the necessary paint and other 
materials to prevent the damage? 

Our 7\fr. A. D. Watson, wlio has charge of repairs and 
school buildings when he is here at Fort Valley, and who sings 
bass and recites "Creation" by James Weldon Johnson, when 
our singe rs a rc gidng entertainments in the interest of the 
School, has just handed me a list of urgently needed repairs 
mnounting to $ I 870.00. A large part of this sum is needed for 
work on Ohio Hall erected in l 928. Only minor repairs have 
been made since the building was completed. We are still grate-
ful to the friends in Ohio who contributed a large share of the 
cost of this building and regret that we must now earnestly ap-
peal t(! them for assistance in keeping it from being damaged 
by what might seem neglect, but which, in reality, is for lack 
of means to prevent it. The estimated amount needed for this 
building is $8u:i.00. We earnest ly appeal to our friends in Ohio 
for furnls with which to keep "their building" which houses l 00 
young men and SCl'eral teachers, from being damaged more seri-
ously. A11d we cordially invite them to stop over to sec not only 
Ohio H:ill but the School as a whole on their trips to and from 
Florida. 

Ohio I/all 
- -o--

TVllY WE COND UCT SUMMER SCIIOOL 
FOR TEACHERS 

'When one realizes that there a re still probably more than 
a thous:incl colored tcachns in Georgia on the level of the one 
writing the letter which follows, there can be no question about 

= = ==== = = ===-============ 
the need for doing everything we can to help raise the level of 
those who have charge of Negro school children. For obvious 
reasons we omit the name and any reference which would serve 
to identify the individual; but the following is a verbatim copy 
of a letter which speaks for itself and emphasizes the need for 
doing everything we can to help remedy the condition indicated: 

" .................................. Georgia 
February 8, 1938 

Prof. H. A. Hunt 
Dea r Sir: hope you are well: and doing fine this 

leave me doing nicely at t his time: Now Prof. Hunt 
I no this is a Surprise to you to hear from me but I 
hope my riting will be excepted Sence Education work 
have become so much in differents the School Commis-
sions are requiring for teachers that have taken some 
Colledge work from some Colledge School and I am 
Kindly Asking you please Sir to Send me my Credit of 
course it ben a Long time sence I was down there and 
we cannot Command no Salvery wit h some credit from 
a Colledge. I know you understand it better than I . 
P lease See after it for me a deal of the teachers have 
Sent for there credit from Summer Schools and some 
haven hen but one year, and they have got they credit 
I am the only teacher in ........................ teaching now 
that hen to Fort Valley High and Industrial School: So 
when I went to Summer School There I takens up Col-
ledge work so I am looking for you to help me out if 
you please 
Ps Prof. Hunt Can I take Carrosponding Courses 
From you and get Colledge Credits: What will it cost? 
I want to No : Please let me hear from you at once I am 
inclosing a stamp I hope I made good I hope you will 
fixt it up. I went to school while George ................... . 
was going there My name is .................................... " 
This teacher attended Summer School at Fort Valley many 

years ago when there were many others who showed a similar 
lack of p reparation, and while, as this letter shows, there are still 
some of this type, it is only fair to state that the g reat majority 
give evidence of much better training. --GEORGIA CHAIN GANG 

The Georgia Chain Gang has been publicized so widely in 
an unfavorable light t hat it is encouraging to make note of any 
efforts on the part of State authorities to improve conditions 
wl1ich our present Governor characterized as "The worst blot on 
the State of Georgia." According to newspaper reports a new 
and modern prison has been erected in the Southern part of the 
State and under a new State Board of Penal Administration, the 
public is assured that prisoners will receive more humane treat-
ment than heretofore. Under date of February 16th newspapers 
quote one member of the Committee as urging t he treatment of 
prisoners "like human beings, not like wild animals in a cage." 
Another encournging note in today's dispatches on the prison 
situation in Georgia is a statement that members of the Com-
mission will be expected to aid released convicts in obtaining 
work so that t hey will not drift back to prison. 

While we believe that more should be done to prevent crime 
we are nevertheless encouraged over the thought of more humane 
treatment and intelligent efforts at rehabilitation of those who 
have transgressed the law. 

--o--
INFORMA TION AND INFl;EATION 

"Georgia is the largest stfate east of the Mississippi River. 
Its area is 50,2GG square miles. There are 159 counties, of wl)ich 
~urke, with an are~ of 95G ;.guare miles, is the largest; Clar ke 
1s the smallest, havmg..,an a r1,:1. 1o(;only 114 square miles. Atlal)ta 
is the .larirest city and the capit?I. It has a populati,on of about 
300,000. Savannah, the secona c'ity in size, with a population of 
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85,000 is the oldest city in the State and the leading seaport of 
the entire South Atlantic Coast. Other large cities of Georgia 
are : Augusta, with a population of 60,842; Macon, 58,829; and 
Col um bus, 48, 13 l. (Federal Census 1930.)" 

Besides the information above we are anxious that our friends 
especially tliose who make trips from the X orth and East and 
Middlewest, should know that Fort Valley can be reached over 
well-paved roads from practically every d irection and there is 
excellent train service passin~ ••,~,.,n<?h Fort Valley into F1orida. 
, ;ve wish them to know also that we now have guest 
our new Home Economics Building and shall be most pleased to 
have any and all who are intercstrd in the educ:ition of Negroes 
to visit us. 

--o- -

A PAR1'Y TO JUANITA AND DANIEL 
The teachers of the Fort Valley Training School conceivr.d 

the idea that the retirement of two of our old mules from their 
labors would be a fitting time to teach the children a lesson in 
the humane treatment of dumb animals. Accordingly, a project 
was formed and a study was made of "Mules." 

At the conclusion of the study a day was set for a party 
for the mules, to which they were invited and given apples and 
hay to eat as is shown in the picture above. There was great 
eagerness in the children to be chosen to serve the mules and the 
animals seemed to enjoy the caressing pats on their faces. They 
must have been overcome by the kindness, because some dared to 
stroke even the hind legs of the creatures, a practice that, as com-
monly regarded, is followed by deadly results. The conclusion 
must be that mules, like the children themselves, rcsponri to kind 
treatment. At any rate, it was pleasant to have the children come 
to think of the treatment of dumb animals in that light. 

--o---
CADHT 1'EACHING 

Our classes in Teacher Training are sending students into 
the country schools in easy reach of Fort Valley to observe actual 
conditions in the schools into which many will go as teachers, 
and, after observing, to get a chance to teach and put into prac-
tice the methods and principles of teaching they have learned 
here. We have long felt the need of such cooperation with country 
schools, but problems of transportation and extra teaching force 
have been some of t he obstacles in our way. Now we are attack-

.ing the problem experimentally with the hope that means will 
be found to establish this connection between the School and tl1e 
County on a solid and permanent basis. Appreciation of country 
life must precede the desire to live in the country. That appre-
ciation is based upon the chance to satisfy the fundamenl ,il 
desires. If Fort Valley can impart an education that will enable 
her graduates to discover in the country these mrans whereby 
present resources can be used and developed in a way to pro-
duce joy and satisfaction in country life, it will be doing an in-
valuable service to our State. 

AN ENCOURAGING PRONOUNCEMENT 
Chancellor Philip Weltner of the State University System 

of Georgia made recently a pronouncement that cannot fail to 
g ive encouragement not only to all underprivileged groups in 
Georgia, but also to the genuine patriots in our State who have 
longed for aud labored for the day when the truth should get 
a hearing and when the desires of noble men should be fulfilled 
in a democracy where every man has a fair chance and knows 
he has it. The following clipping is taken from the Atlanta Con-
stitution of February 7.: "The educational system of Georgia 
fails to fulfill the ideals of democracy visioned by the country's 
founders, Dr. Philip Weltner, former chancellor of the State 
University System, said last night. He s poke before the sixth 
monthly meeting of the citir.cns' fact-finding movement commit-
tee, a group composed of presidents of I G state-wide civic, re-
ligious and other organizations seeking to determine and dis-
seminate facts about the problems of Georgia. Dr. Weltner said 
"America was founded on a philosophy peculiar to itself and 
based upon the wide dissemination of knowledge to all its peo-
ple. In Georgia our educational system gh·es lip service to that 
philosophy but follows the classical tradition of other countries 
of class education." His speech was based on a survey of Geor-
gia education prepared by him and members of the State De-
partment of Education for the committee. Through the central 
committee, the sun•cy findings will be relayed to 5,100 local 
groups. He recommended that education lift from the bottom 
upward, bringing to the large percentage of illiterate and semi-
illitcr1tte in the State an education which would be of practical 
value. "'1/e must implement the philosophy of mass education 
with methods and practices capable of giving it flesh and blood," 
he said. "We must lift at the point of least advantage, creating 
competence and initiative in the light of probable opportunities." 
"And remember we can never raise the educational standards of._ 
the people of this State unless we think in terms of the Negro 
population. So long as the X egro is in the ditch there will be a 
large percentage of whites on a similar low level," he said. "It 
is only when we have done these things that we shall have kept 
faith with the ideals of the fathers of the nations," he concluded. 

- -o--

S11-ow·-A Big Surprise UnwelcomNI 

NORTHERN LIGHTS F;lR SOUTII 
About seven o'clock in the evening of January 25 and about 

midnight of the night before we saw at this place thf unusual 
phenon enon of the aurora borealis, or northern lights. It ap-
peared on the first n;_cd1t as great spangles of ligl1t in many 
colors reaching to th,c zenith. Ou the second night it appeared 
about sc.vc.u o'cl?ck 1'~, ai great rose colored glow that resembled 
the heavens durmg a tinge, conflagration. The strang9ness of the 
phenonleuon was tha~ It! :,.ppeared more easy tlrnn north and, for 
that reason, most observeq believed it was only the reflect.ion 
of a _great flame not more than ten mile-s distant. 
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OUR VISl1'ORS 

.\fore and more Fort Valley is attracting visitors from far 
and nca r. Our record shows the names of educators, business men, 
philanthropists, n1issionaries, farmers, artists and professional 
men and women, some of whom we list as follows: 

.\lrs. C'arringto11 Davis, of Baltimore, Md. in company with 
.\Jr. and Mrs. Joseph H. B. Evans of Washington, lJ. C. The 
lad ies enj oyed a rest at Fort Valley while i\fr. Evans pursued 
his activities as a federal officer visiting this region. 

Later in the month came i\f r. F r ed i\IcCuistion, Secretary 
of the Southern Association of Colleges, i\Ir. J ackson Davis 
and Dr . . \Iann of the general Education Board who made 
a lour of ins pection of our campus and left us apparently pleased 
with what they saw . 

• \f rs. Carrie B. Pittman and i\f rs. N ellic i\I. Towns came 
from Atlanta to sec their friends and the new improvements in 
our plant. 

.\fr. Willis IL Hotchkis of .Kericho, Kenya Colony, British 
East Africa, a missionary for more than forty years in Africa, 
told us of his thrilling experiences and of the modern develop-
ments he has seen take place in the g reat continent. 

.\1 r. II. W. Russel l of the Atlanta Life Insurance Co. de-
live red a very helpful talk to our students upon the homely 
virtues of honesty and truthfulness. H e was accompanied by 
.\Jr. \\'. C. Lee, the Divisio11al Manager, of Macon, Ga. 

;\Ir. and Mrs. J . J . DeValois, missiona ries from Arcot Mis-
sion, Kotpodi, S . India, spent a short time with us, inspecting 
our industrial work especially . 

.,',Jr. S tanley A. Harris ~-f .New York City, Mr.· 0. Carl 
Sullirnn of )!aeon. )fr. Weaver i\I. 1Iarr and )Jr. Lawrence 
,\f ansficld of Atla;1ta came to see us, representing the Boy 
Sc·outs of America. 

Dr. )I. 0. Bousficld of the Julius Rosenwald Fund and 
.\Ir. A. \V. D ent, S uperintendent of the Flint-Goodridge H os-
pital of Dillard University came to inspect Fort Valley in Feb-
ruary . They ~verc pleased with what they saw. 

--o-

FORT T' ALLEY ON TllE AIR 
Our Choir has gained for itself considerable reputation by 

sing ing not only in local gatherings but also in other cities and 
towns of Georg ia. A concert in Macon last year attracted the 
attention of the Broadcasting Station W}IAZ, and, as a result, 
our s inp-ers have been invited to give a series of broadcasts for 
six Sunday afternoons. The programs have consisted almost 
wholly of Negro spirituals broadcast from our own auditorium. 
That g:wc opportunity for a la rge audience of town's people who 
:n c not patrons of the School to attend and hear the singers 
dircctl,v. The audience has g rown with each succeeding broad-
cast. 

1\'f any appreciative letters came like this one to our music 
director, .,Ir. E . R. Clark saying, "It was with great satisfaction 

and pleasure that we listened to the program rendered over the 
radio by the Fort Valley Chorus. Please accept my congratula-
tions for what I considered a very excellent program. 1 hope to 
have the pleasure of hearing the group again soon." 

--o--

CAMPUS AC1'lVT1'rnS 
The class of boys in Agriculture took a hike recently five 

miles away to Powersville to take part in a demonstration of 
re forestation. The trees set out were "s lash" pine seedlings 
which variety is growing more and more in demand because of the 
development of the paper industry in Georgia. The growth of 
that varie t_v of pine is encouraged by people interested in the 
commercial aspects of reforestation. 

Negro History ·week has become an institut ion in )l"egro 
schools all over the country. This movement was beizun in Chi-
cago, September 9, 191 5, by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, the most 
eminent scholar of ),legro history in our country . The movement 
was incorporated as the Association for t he Study of Negro 
Life and Historv under the laws of the District of Columbia 
in October 1015: The next _vear, it brought out the J ournal of 
Negro History-the most authentic journal yet published that 
devotes itself entirely to Negro history. These studies d uring 
Negr o History Weck ha ve done much to engende r in our stu-
dents a thorough knowledge and, in consequence, a deep respect 
for their antecedents and t raditions. 

This year the memorial exercises for Abraham Lincoln and 
Julius Ros~nwald were united and a fitting sermon by our Chap-
lain, Rev. L. l\l. Alexander, was g iven together with appropriate 
music by the Choir. Negroes will never let the memory of these 
two men die. Their deeds do not need the prflise of ~cgroes; 
they will shine with their own radiant light, yet it is good for 
Negroes themselves to remember such benefactors. 

The girls' and the men's basketball teams made a . good 
start by winning their first three games. From the teams of Gray 
Public School, the girls won by a score of ·J 3 to 5; the boys, by · 
a score of 42 to 10. From the Perry Public ,School our girls 
won ·13 to 2; our boys 16 to 4. 

The Pare nt-Teacher Association is buying, at a considerable 
figure, window shades· for the ten rooms in our Training School. 
At the last meeting they sponsored a debate between two grades 
upon the subj ect: R('soh·ed, " T hat it is hetter to own a home 
than to rent one." 

The classes in Home .Economics ha,·c opened a cafeteria in 
the new building and are se1·ving a menu daily. Besides giving 
students and teachers, especially, opportunity to buy little extras 
to eat, it will afford practice to the classes without en~ountcring 
loss. The room has several small tables made by students in our 
shop, with tops finished in natural color 11nd well varnished. In 
the center of the room is a larger table that will accommodate 
a group of eight or ten persons. A good start has be~n made in 
the service, and we know that strangers pa$sing throug h, will 
be tempted to patronize the cafeteria, a nd once th ';;, ~o come, . 
a return trip to Fort Valley is assured. • 

--o--
Two of our teachers this year have r evoltccl against sinp-lc 

blessedness. Miss Roberta Lassi~cr, our Social Work~r and Mr. 
J. J. Brown were marriec early in the year and more recentl.v 
Mr. F rank R. Davis, our teacht r of biolo~_y and :ll~iss Ava Marie 
Solomon, a teacher of }{aeon. 'BQth brides received from the . 
Faculty, showers of beautiful ai cf r-ractical gifts and both couples 
reside on the campus. :r 



June 17 , 1937 

Dear Mr. Favrot: The meeting with the A:nerican Church 
I nstitute on Monday ai'ternoon was an 

interesting experience . I had to go i11to this unofficially, 
of course, and told t he Board very frankly that the only 
basis upon which I could validate my pr esence was t.~at 
of a defensible interest both in the program of higher 
education for Negroes i n Georgia and in the Fort Vall ey 
set-up. 

I n presenting t he project to them I 
tried t o outline the development of higher educat i on f or 
Negroes, beginning with the survey which resulted in the 
creation of the Board of Regents, and interpreting for 
them as thoroughly as I could t he present phil osophy and 
atti t ude both of the Board of Regents and of the citi zens 
or Georgia in general. I tried to point out to them the 
various aspects and possibilities in the proposal to 
transfer Fort Val l ey to the s t ate, and in proposing to 
them that they give the pl ant to the state I must concede, 
of course, that from a financial point of view I chose the 
procedure which would be of most value to the state. This 
I admitted to thern very frankly, but tried to point out 
at the same time the advantages that would accrue to t he 
Institute even in the event of an outright gift. 

After stating my proposal for qui ta 
a while, I was questioned by individuals on the Board t or 
an even longer time. As was to be expected, these questions 
approached the problem from various angles, and tor me, at 
l east, had various imports and implicat ions. I n general 
these might be classed under two hoads; namsly, finance 
and church i nfiuence . 

There seemed to be no conc&rted oppo-
sition to t he proposal. Mr. Hunter, the trefo~rer, and 

l~ 

J 



one or two lay members of the Board were interested in see-
ing that the Institute recei ved adequate r emuneration for 
its invest.inent. Some of the churchmen were, of course, most 
interested in providing f or the retention of a medium of 
spiritual, am I t..111nk specifically church infl uence. 
Dr. Dill ard rather joined with this l ast group. On Tuesday 
I had an opportu.ni ty to talk with him again. Knowlng his 
philosophy as I do, and as you do, I was not a t all surprised 
when he expressed the feeling that because of the apparent 
absence of an ethical, not to aay a religious infl uence in 
public instituti ons, he felt that there was ti. continued need 
for the t ype of influence exercised by deoominational schools , 
and conse~uantly a continued reason f or the existence of 
institutions like Fort Valley , admittedly tied up with, ex-
pressing the philosophy of , and t rying to spread the i nfluence 
of the church and all it stands for . 

T'nroughout the lfhole conference the s tate-
ment was made the. t the Ins ti tu te was not interes tad in 
selling For t Valley in order to get money from it. Again 
and again references were made to the fact that the Inst i-
tute, i n accepting money for Fort Valley, had enter ed into 
a trust with the donors, and that this trust continued to 
express itself in t he obligation to provide education and 
ethical training concUITently. In spito of this, however, 
I could not halp feeling - I hope wrongly oo - that I had 
let myself in for a bit of horse-trading. 

The outcome of the conference may, I 
think, be stated approximately as folloit'a: (1) the Institute 
is wil l ing to consider a proposal f or the transfer of Fort 
Valley to the state provided certain conditions are met; 
(2) this transfer would undoubtedly have to be based on 
a monetary consideration; (5) the Institute woul d want to 
provide a. church availabl e to the school. To this latter 
point I see no objection. 

I tol d Dr . Patton that I was going to 
ask you to talk with him about the whole proposition if you 
had time when you returned to New Yor k . In talking with 
Mr. E1Jbree this morning he felt that it might be advisable 
t or you, for him, and for me to get togetil9r when con-
venient for furt.~er discussion of the matter. T"nough I had 

J 
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hoped to see the t~ansfer conSWllntated i n ti.me for t he state 
to s tart i ts program there in the fall, t..1-tis now looks ver-; 
doubtful. For this reason it i s not so urgent as under other 
conditions it would have been tor us to get together imme-
diatel y . Perhaps we shall be able to see each other during 
the summer. .As I have further word f rom Dr. Patton I will 
write you . 

JCDa MLU 

Mr. Leo M. Favrot 
General F<lucation Board 
49 West 49th Street 
New York City 

Sincerel y yours , 

. 0rxo,f 

J 
• 



February 24, 1957 

Ditar .Ir. Davis: This letter 1s to call your attention -
informally and unof ficia.lly - to t he general 

situation in the Negro state colleges of Georgia and to the speci-
fic cue of Fort Valley. I know that any official COIUIWU.ca.tions 
1n the 11atter llUSt be between the institutions concerned and t he 
General l!ducation Board. This note, therefore, is simply by wq 
o! "in!oru.tion end inspiration." 

As you knowr, Curtis Dixon and a nuaber of us 
at the Fund have been concentrat ing our interests 1n rural educa-
tion upon the State of Georgia and, or course, in rural education 
t he strategic a pproach is through the teacher-training institu-
tions. On the white side we are ve-cy well satisfied with our ap-
proaches, which are chiefly through the South Georgia Teachers 
College at Statesboro and the ffeat Georgia Teachers College at 
Carrollton. So far we have not been able to find any Negro 
teachers college with which i t seeaed wi.ae to cooperate. 'l'his 
distresses us because we are even aore interested in Negro schools 
than in white. It i s , in fact, eabarraasing for t his Fund, •hich 
is known for i ts special Negro interest s , to be so actin in 
Georgia 1n white institutions and not to be doing any-thin& at all 
at t he teacher college level for Negroes. 

On the attac.M~ sheets I have outlined brief-
ly the situation in the state coli+' f:98 as we see ··!t. Work at 
of the present three state Me~ ~olleges sa.ett,.,.hopeless or, at 
leaat, inordinately wasteful. lhe on.lT sound solution seeas to us 
the taking over of -~•;1-~l by the State and the building up of 
thia institution to~ rietory accoaplishae.nt in the trafo1ng of 
Necro teachers, especis.l.ly t he training or those who will go into 
rural work. All persons concerned seem to agree to this in theory. 
The Regents a.re willing to take over the institution and I under-
stand that the Episcopal. Board, as well as Dr. and Mrs. Hunt,. 
recognize that t here are not available funds to carry this institu~ 
tion further under church auspices. The State f eels that it cannot 

iz 
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properl.J' bl\f an educati0118.l plant, t hough it is apparent.ly quite 
willing to uintain t his institution i f the present property 
could be turned o\'er to 1 t tree of charge. The Episcopal Board 
UY' be willing to do t his but they prob&bzy •ill feel that t hey 
should receiTe soae coapenaa.tion for the he&yY in\'estae~ts t hey 
hu•e mde a t Fort V&lley. I f so. foundat ion were prepared to 
make a pa;yunt to the Episcopal Board and t.hen turn over the 
proper"cy" t.o t he State, a great advance might be aade 1n Hegro 
higher education in Georgia. 

EnE:JW 

Air . Jackson Davis 
a.nera.1 :Education Board 
49 Tf•at 49th Str eet 
New York City 



March l , 1937 

SJ:..v ct,_, v\-e.tv 
Dear Batlle: Thank y ou f or your very nice no~ You d.,t_,;t --1-fJ""" 

are always appr eciative and I value y-our t<..L.~,v,-<: . .,v 
Judgment. I am sorry that you have been suffer ing from ~/ 0 rJ _ 
t he well-known disease of overwork. I hope y ou are back ( i l 
again in very f it condition. 

By the way, we have been havi.Dg some 
conversations about the possi bility of t he _F9£'.{ V,$91 ·"' 

;;.j'~ 1%f Mtrial School being taken ovJ-r as a par\ 
ol, 2 Y·*~!lJi !fJS• Georgie.. I f arrange-
ments can be worked out between your board and t he state 
this would seem. ideal.. Every time t.bat any of our 
private groups can pl.ace an i nstitution under public sup-
port, it seems to me clear gain. This i.s particularly 
so in the case of Fort Valley which might become an 
important f oundation stone in the program of teacher 
education. 

Ver-;1 t ruly y ours , 

ERE:JW 

Mr. Wallace A. Battle 
The .luletlcan Chur ch I nsti t ute for I er.roe a 
!el }"'cu:.-t;i i.., w,!,, .... r.:; 
!~ew York City 

• 
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(a) for a large building prograa and (b) for t he dewlopaent o.t' general 

college work. For various r&a8ons, including its location at a corner ot 

t he State, this college does not seem the natural place for the tra1n1ng 

ot teachera needed especially f or t he rural elementary schools or Georgia. 

The insti tutions a.t Forsythe and Alball3' are unsatisfactory in 

a.laoat every wq. To build either of t hea into good 1n8t itut1ona woul.d 

require llUCh aoney, including a grsat deal of aoney for buildings. 

The Fort Valley Norm&l and Industrial Institute, located in the 

center of the State w d in a rich forming district-. is i dea.113' placed tor 

t he iaportant teacher & college of Georgia. Its traditions are ot the 

.t'inest. and it bas a.n excellent physical ple.nt. If i t could be taken oTISr 

by t he State, it :night quickly becOJll6 the important institution or Georgia 

in the traini.Dg of teachers . 

The chancellor or t he Universit1 System of Georgia has expreeused 

hiaaelf (apec1t1-cal~ to the officer& or the Roaemrald Fund on Februar7 ll) 

aa desirous of taking over into t he et&te systea t he present institution at 

Fort Valley •. He 8&y& that i t is illpossible for t he State to bw such an 

institution froa a prln.te or church -bo&rd, but tha.t 1!' the property' were 

turned onr t o the State t.he Regents would proceed to deYelop t.hia 1natit.u-

t 1cm into an iaporta.a..t edue&tional center. If this were dona, the 

chancellor states that the present institution at .Forsythe would be aban-

doned., probably being turned o-rer to the co\lllty ror a county high school. 

Thus there 1t0uld be no conflict 1n central Georgia and there WQul.d begin 

to evolve a d1rla1on or labor 8'110Dg the three st&~ ~egea. 
i L" fijJf 

The oae 

• 



at Se.nrmah would specialize in agriculture Blld the mechanic arts , 

t hose e.t Fort Valley end il'banir 1n t he t r aining of teachers, Albal\Y 

continuing as a junior college and Fort Valley as e. tour-year c.ollege. 

FebrWU')' 24~ 1937 Ed.win R. !a.bree 

• 



H . A. H UNT, P IIINCll'AL L . R . BYWAT ERS, TRl!ASUlllt~ 

~bt jf ort 11:J allep Jlormal anb 3Jnbustrial ~cbool 

R T. Rzv. B. J. Mnai:LL, D . n., 
1 08 17TB ST., Y. E,, ·ATLANTA , GA. 

ll:a. GEOBOE FOSTEB PEABODY, 
SARATOGA. SPll:.INOS, N , T, 

ACCREDITED CLASS "A" JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary School, 
For The Traininq of Colored Youth 

RBI'"ltltBNOBS 

HR. A. J . Ev 
FORT 'VA.LLEYt O A.. 

MB. l'HEODORB J . 

Mr . J . c. Dixon, 
39 Alden Avemie, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Dear Mr . Dixon: 

15 0 0 W A..LNUT 8 T • t PHILA.DJILPBIAt PA. 

POST OFFICE BOX 822 

~ort tllalley~ tieorgia 

1520 R _Street, N. w., 
Washington, D. C., 

r-'""'!,,__--, ------
1
'\ .... Mc ..... ar ...... .,1::tcn""'' .... (9~ _!.937. 

i_1r, r' If -.1 K -> - !-- i---v----l- ---
--1--- -· .. 

r i 
t --................_ __ , -- ----

I wish first to thank you for kindness sho~m to me and to 
let you know that I enjoyed rey- interview and visit to your home 
when I was in Atlanta some time ago. I trus t you will find it 
possibl e to cont inue to make your home in Georgia even t hough i t 
may be necessary for you t o be out of the st ate much of the time. 

You may know about it alr eady , but in order to make sure, 
I am quoting a paragr aph from a l etter from Mr. Cousins under date 
of March 3: 11Mr. Lester and I had a talk yesterday with the 
Secretary of the Board of Regents and he promised to get something 
started at an early date in regard to contacting your Church Board 
and the General Educati on Board. tt 

I suppose nobody can predict the out come of any conference 
or conferences on this subject but I am writ ing Mr . Cousins expressing 
rey- appreciation of his interest and asking him to keep me informed 
of any developments, as I should like to participate in discussions 
bearing on this matter and certainly hope we mey have your con-
tinued interest also . 

For your information and any action you mey think proper, I 
am inclosing copy of another letter which .I have jus t mailed t o 
Mr . Cousins. 

Si ncerely yours , 

HAH :kw H. A7" Hunt, Principal. 

Inclosure m, 
"' 



AMERICAN CBURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES 
281 Fourth Avenue 

wr . J . C. Dixon 
Board of Education 
The State Capitol 
Atlanta , Ga . 

Dear Mr . Dixon: 

New York , K .Y . 

Warch 1 2 , 1 937 

·- -· -------· .. ··--- ... -~... - -- -- -· ·- . 
' I , t 

You and I have from time to time in past yea~~~...O.t~c.ua~ed in a tentative 
way t h e possibility of the Fo;.:~c.Y-~.,,J~JJJ._• li!J1.Q....~\1Atf~l . ~chool at, 
Fort Vall ey, Ga . becoming an insti ution of the S'tafe·. • e pr't1fd ·-pa , 
Mr . H. A. Hunt and I have several times dis cussed the subject . I,:r . 
Jackson Davis and I have also on several occasions recentl y and in for-
mer years talked together in regard to it . To a l l who have discussed 
it with me , whether in former or r ecent years , I have t aken t he posit~on 
that {.ir and when the authorities of the State of Georgia should display 
a serious interest in the matter, taking practical steps to provide for 
the school on a basis at least equal to the provision made by the Epis-
copal Church, I personally woul d favor t r uninr it over to the State under 
conditions satisfactory to both sides .) I can not of course , in the 
abs ence of any definite proposal commit t he Board of the American Church 
Inst i tute for Negroes, whose office is at 281 Fourth Avenue , New York, 
or the Board of the school , of whichl the Rt . Rev . H. J . kikell, DoL . , 
Bishop of Atlanta is President , but I am of the opinion that both of 
the se Boards would give serious consideration to it if convinced that 
through control o.:f.•tthe school by the State a better service to the cause 
of education can be rendered than under the s chool 's present auspices .\ 

A convers &~ on on the subject which I recently sought with Mr. Jackson 
Davis and a letter from hir . Embree of the Julius Rosenwald Fund addressed 
to our Field Secretary, Doctor VJ all a ce A. Battle, which the l atter showed 
me a few days ago , are the influences which have led me to write to vou 
at this time . I realize that our Fort Valley School is probably by far 
the best located institution in the State for a state school of its 
character and that there are several other important reasons why the 
State should perhaps control it . As the prime reason for the Episcopal 
Church's interest in Fort Valley and our large investment there during 
a period of twenty one years has been and still is to render a christian 
service to a needy people , I arr. disposed to believe despite not having 
as yet consulted my associates in an official way , that they would prob-
ably take the same view of the matter as do I . 

I would be glad to learn from Chancellor Sanford to whom I am sending a 
copy of this letter , or from you whether serious consideration has been 
g iven or is likely t o be Riven to the subject b1y t ~e authorities of the 
State of Georgia , supported perhaps by coopera~ing educational foundations . 

\11th kind regards' • Sincerely !};J'S' 
ltobertj W. Patiton 
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THE RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D. 

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Telephone. GRAMERCY )-~012 TRUSTEES 

. [J 

PRESIDENT THE RT. REV. JAMBS DEWOLF PERRY, O. 0. 
~IR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 

TRBASURB& 

THE REV. ROBERT W. PATTON, D. D. 
DUU!CI'OR 

THE REV. CYRIL E. BENTLEY, B. 0. 
ASSOClATli DIIU!CI'OI 

MISS ALMA FLEGAL 
SECllT/JIY 

WALLACE A. BATfLI!, LITT. D. 
FIELD SBCUTARY 

THE REV. G. WARFIELD HOBBS, 0. 0. 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY 

MR. STANISLAW J. MAKIELSKI 
ARCHITECT 

Sr. Augustine's College Raleigh, N. C. 
Sc. Paul Normal and Induscrial School, Lawrenceville, Va. 
Bishop Payne Diviniry School Peccrsburg, Va. 
Fort Valley Normal and Industrial School, Port Valley, Ga. 
St. Mark's Normal and Industrial School, Birmingham, Ala. 
Gaitor Industrial School Mason, Teno. 
Gaude, Normal and lndusuial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorhees Normal and lndusuial School, Denmark, S. C. 
Okolona Industrial School • Okolona, Miss. 

tx' 
/ March 12, 1937 

Dear Old Friends 

THE RT. REV. ERNEST M, STIRES, 0. 0. 
THE RT. REV. PHILIP COOK, 0. D. 
THE RBV. LUKE M. WHITE, D. 0. 

THE Rl!V. ROELIP H. BROOKS, 0. 0, 
THE REV. GEORGE L. PAINE, A. M., B. O, 

THB REV. WILLIAM H. Mil.TON, D. 0, 
JAMES H. DILLARD, LL. D. 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 

MR. LANGBOURNE M. WILLIAMS, JR. 
HONOl\AllY VICB•PUSlDBNTS 

GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, LL, D, 
WILLIAM C. RIVES, M. D. 

HA 
fJ 

I am grateful for yours of March 1st which traced me from 
Birmingham to St. Augustine's College where I am today. 

V!ith reference to the second paragraph of your letter, I 
wish very much we could meet somewhere for a conference 
or as you wrote it "conversation". Just yesterday Dr. 
Patton was here with me and we discussed the subject of 
your second par agraph and he and I are .in agreement as to 
a feasible and desirable course. Would you like to meet 
him or me or both or us with )k. Bentley for "'conversation" 
on this subject? 

Your lett ers will always reach me more quickly through the 
office. 

Yours as ever 

Wallace A. Battle 

• 



& rch l G, 1957 

Dear i~. Hunt: '!:he dedlcutivn of t he Wur m S~)rini;s 
School buildlng io t o t,•l:c ;>hr.co 1.ther 

Thursday or F'rldo.J cf tb.i~ week. 1m:. cL..11 cet tlw oxcct 
d:;i.te 1ly g,~,t,;. int la t ouch •• J.t:J ~:.- . Cm.w.:.r..o. 

1;,;.:: e still r.orl:i nf. C)n t~1e p!.~obhHc 
of gettli ,:,; th<! State l.nte1·~::s:-.r:d in :"·-:>rt v~1-ley , : h.ei 
nn op!"::>rtuni tj' .'',:>i · tw<:. c.>1i.fe:.·c ... <.; :;r.:- tdth tho Cb...r:.cellcr 
c.1uri,~ Ju.,l.~r;,r, i...~i.: r ... 1· ·"L:,t: f i r5t ':i::ie l:e r. ... r.i~ f:~me 
r at;i_; • Li,:;.:' 5.:. l.te ., L.,rLct:. .. •1:t::. whi ch •J!:.e .:d~~h-L cor.3ic.nr coi=-
uita.et'tu . i,,t-.:,Ot_;_at.iu:,.:; of t:,le t'jiJE !l!'f.' ~G!':iCthinr ,-::-:.ich 
can I t, b.:: rui;~;\:X.l L·o 1':"'.:.cl: 1 or c :,:.•1'f-e , ~ccause t~~crc I.ire 
... t l e;..$t thr1:e t-,!...(. pe1·ho.p1: r;~n ·e c r g.,.ni ztt.i onn i:it.erestcd . 

It i~ beLinnir.5 tv occu~ t ,J r.:1J thr-t 
.Jerhi.p::. t,1..'V nu:..tq .;f .... c, ... re pu._11.;.~1y t teu ... :ie~otiNt i or'..S. 
I !ir.d be~l.t. J.ol ~ oo befv,:{: l lcf·1,, Coor£il.. , t.L~ :b.ve con-
tii 1i.:.eJ. doi nu :-;o , 1-w1m since T :11:. ve b~e-!. ,. l th tile Fur..r: . 
Theor .. ,ice J.l.;1 it is l!'.r . Cousins t j0b, a.rtd 1.>er1.ur.,s I hE.d 
bet t er dr op out ->f i-he picture i n any active wi,y . I 
:.avcn 1 L ,;-•-ritten Cousi ns nb..:iut t1"1it , but I expect t o ta ... < 
with bi r:.1 e.bout it tho next tioe I r>ee hiai . You can 
reidily see t hat with t"'lfo i)rOf)Onents t here i s the dnn~er 
of om· SL?;>roache t:. beJng enough different for s .:>me cor.-
fuai on. t,1 result . 'r hat is you.r opi ni o!'l of it? Don' t 
you think r hr.td better drop out t.nd r.or k entirely t hr ou~h 
Lr . Ccunins? 

J CD: Ue!. 

Mr . :t. A. Runt 
15::..0 R Streot, !l . W. 
Washi net Jn, D. C. 

Cc t o Fort Val ley 

Very t ruly yours, 

J. c. D1XON 

.. 



RAYMOND 8. FOSDICK, PR£S10F.NT 
W.W. BKIEM:LF.l', Sl!C'RETARY 

GENERAL EDUCATION BOARD 
FOUND.ED BY JOH?\' 0. ROCKEFELLER 1902 

(INCORPORATl:D 1903 ) 

49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 

I _m_,·~ o______,...,, 
----- , _.irc h I C, l9~7 

- -l'-+--=~----;~ ' /d .1_·-_- 0_·· -

_!;> Jeer F, .. bree : l--~ 1- ----1 

1 

____ _ 

Y0ur lctte; of .. 1' \ -· r ; - "Q-1- ', ;;, - c r'1· ,,~--v - ,._ V 

my :.bse1.cc.- 1..; • .:... long t:::.:...t' C?outh, b ... t 0n -~- r<>t . ..r"l I 
·,;r.s very r.;l~d to re::-d it t:nd ·:'..so :,·our memor:ndwn on 
hit. her cU.uc~t~on .i.n Georc.:.E .. 

I Lc.d e.n opportunity to tulk v;ith Dr. R. \'' . 
P.::.tton of the Americ'n Church Ir:ct.;tute u fe'l, d::~s r{o. 
Fe expressed }J.i:!lsclf .:.3 entirel:') f&vor· ble to tur .. .i.. 6 
over thE' pro .: .. -':-) _,f t!v=, :'ort V[ lley Sc!1ool to ti-,c., Stc.te 
.i." the:') could b"' &s:::U!'ed th.:.t thf: Stlf,e v,r s genuinely 
:i.nter~sted in • 1.i OU1.d develop tr.c institution r" un 
Ct,Ticultur~1 scJ-•ool. I ~u_:gested to him ti-.~.t he rHscn.ss 
the mL.tter ,ith ~:r. Di_,,,_on (ind Ch.::ncellor Sttnford . I nlso 
st id t':i~ t I thought th, beet tJ:,t. t we could hope for fro:n 
the st, -:,e, ould be :.. ;:ill.i.!lgnv- to as""u::ie tJ-,t: o,._llgc.::ion 
of support ; th~ t th0 Stc.te ~-f' Gcori;" & ,,ou}d hcrdl'j vote 
an ~ppropr.; 1 ior to rf'i riburse th<> Epi:ocopal Bo~-rci for 
the pro pert~, . I don I t :>c lieve Dr. Fat ton v:ould expect th.:.s . 

S.i..nce this con-f'erPI.ce Dr . Pc tto11 has written 
a let tel' to .. ~r . Dixon c.tol.'t the mr.tte:r . I • ':'I glGd to 
see :rour ir..terest in th._ :,ul ect c,nrl sh: 11 be glcd to 
keep in touclc vii t. b you End Dixon as to ny further devel-
opment" . 

, .. r . Fdwin R. Embr e , PrP.;:;-· cent 
Julius Roscnv•· ld ft...id 
49:)1 :::" ~l •. :.venue 
~!ice." , Ill:nois 

.:.rr.. 

Cordi· ll~ :), our~ , 

• 
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arch 2c, 1957 

Dear Dr. Sanford: Recent correc,pondence with Dr . Patton, 
educational secreto.ry of t he A.'nerican 

Church Institute, wl:.ich organi?..ation owns and opera t es Fort 
Valley, end with other people who will have to be interested 
in the project, 1ndicates the !.dvieabUity &r1ci the poss ibil.ity ' 
of pu.thing our cons ideration of includiug t.ile Fo1·t ii'clley 
school in the s,tete eystem to an early decision. The whol e 
project looks very fe.voreble to :r.e, so much ao toot I 8Jll go-
ing to do ell I can t o get to Atl anta next week to d1scuas 
i t with you. I hope thnt during t he week you and I can get 
an opportunity for a conference, and if at ell. possible I 
should like very much t o have Mr .. Smith, the Chairman or t~ 
Board of Regents and anyone elee you think ought to be in-
cluded join u.s in the conference . I will cell you as soon 
as I get to Atlanta, or c011e by your office to see you. 

Dr. S. 'J • .;&nford 
State Capitol 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Very truly yours, 

J. C. OtXON 

--,. \ 
\ 

-ll-~~ 
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(r March 25, 1937 
....... 

Dear Dr. Pntton: It i s not at all certain that I shall be able to 
do so, but I e.m planning no~ to l euve here the 

l ast of this week to go to Georgi a s.nd to arrange u conference with 
Chancellor Sanford &.nd Mr. !ie.rion Smith, the Presi dent of tbe Board 
of Regents, regarding t he whole Fort '!all ey s i tus.lion. It will un-
doubtedly be for yo'J. to ~oin u~ i n a co~fe!:'ence at a l&ter 
date. At t he present time, however, I .,,i sh to push t he thing ti.long 
certain lines without your having t o trouble wi th i t . 

F.:.-h1lkl.Y, ~hat 1 expect t o do i s t . .td s: I hope to 
get the aoard of Regent& to agree to ilb.ve made s very csreful study 
of t he 9Jllol e progr l'-:A of ~ her education for Negroes, an<l 1n ~hi s wey 
to learn just exactly how Fort Valley can f it into a state s i tuation. 
I think I know tlreacy , but t he Bcs~d of Regents will be more defi-
nite~ and thoroughly convinced if I cnn get this done than they 
would be 1!' I dmpl__v told t he!:! ?r.ua.t I thol.JGl:t OUf,ht to be c.one . 

After this firs t step I h&.ve t he feeling that a 
speci f ic pro~re..m - very likel,.,v of four years of college lllOrk - will 
be r ecO!!!l!ended f or Fort V~ll~y. Thi e will take a certain amount of 
current ennu.al support , s.nd I til't\ not i n .favor of t he .Araerican Church 
Insti tute ?r.aking any tr8.ns fer 8fr ee!lle-nt n th t he .Ot;·,te of Georgia 
unless t he Boe.rd. of Regents ~111 assure you that adequate s'.lpport 
will be e.ccorded Wort VeJ.ley f er the :naximum type of prograa it should 
CarT'J on r or the s tate . Very frankly I expect to set a. V9Ij' high 
figure for the current ann11Rl approprfot.ion t he s tate 1lill have to 
118.lte. It i s not lllcel.J' that t he Regents will be willing to put into 
Fort :/alley w:Cl£.:\i I expect '"o a s.le thea to put into i t . They aust not 
pu:t into it less t.han the minim.Ulll amount required t o operate t he 
optilllu:a program. 

After I get to Georgi a and he.ve had an opportunity 
for :ry conference with the Ccancellor I will writo yo~ again • 

.TCDi:ALU 

Dr. Robert rr. Patton 
American Church Institute for Negroes 
281 Fourth Avenue 
New York City 

J 

Si ncere~ y-ours , 

L(,,,c D ', t..,,; . IXl"M 
li • 
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THE AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES 

A Corporation of the Protestant Episcopal Church Responsible to the National Council and to General Convention 

THE RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D. 
PRESIDENT 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
TRl!ASURElt 

THE REV. ROBERT W. PATTON, D. D. 
DIRECTOll 

THE REV. CYRJL E. BENTLEY, B. D. 
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Mr . J . c. Dixon , 
Jul i us Rosenwal d Fund, 
4901 El lis Ave ., 
Chicago , Il 1 . 

Dear Mr . Di xon : 

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Telephone, GRAMERCY )·!012 

St. Augustine•s College Raleigh, N. C. 
St. Paul Normal and Industrial School, Lawrenceville, Va. 
Bishop Payne Divinity School Petersburg, Va. 
Fort Valley Normal and Jndumial School, Porr Valley, Ga. 
St. Mzrk's Normal and Industrial School,Birmingham,Ala. 
Gailor Industrial School Mason, Teno. 
Gaudet Normal and Industrial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorhees Normal and Industrial School, Denmark, S. C. 
Okolona Industrial School • Okolona, Miss. 

Ri chmond , Va. 
Marcb. 26 , 1937 

nusTEES 
THE RT. REV. JAMBS DEWOLF PERRY, D. D. 

THE RT. REV. ERNEST M. STIRES, D, D. 
THE RT. REV. PHII.IP COOK, D. D. 
THB REV. LUKE M, WHITE, D. D. 

THI! REV. ROELIP H. BROOKS, D. D. 
THE REV, GEORGE L. PAINE, A. M., B, D. 

THB REV. WILLIAM H. Mil.TON, D. D. 
JAMES H. DILLARD, LL. D. 

MR. LOUIS J . HUNTER 
JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 

MR. LANGBOURNE M. WILLIAMS, JR. 
HONORAIIY VICB·PtESIDENTS 

\-,- /JORGI! FOSTER PEABODY, LL. D. fJ'1 _ f e_ 1 WILLI~ VES, M. D. 

·-·· ' 

I thank you for your 1 ette r of Mar ch 23rd forwarded from New York and 
r eceived at tb.e Capitol Hotel , Ri chmond , Va. , where I Will remain for 
about ten days. I have carefull y noted what you say in regard to 
your plan i n connection with the possibility of the Fort Valley N. 
and I. Schoo l be caning a state ins titution, your hope to get the 
Board of Regents to have a careful study 13)ade of tb.e whol e program o:f' 
hi g her education for Negroes , and i n this way to learn j ust exactl y 
how For t Val ley can f i t into therituati on . 

You say also 11 1 expect to set a very high figur e for the current 
annual appropriation the state wi l l have to make • I t is not likely 
that the Regents wil l be Wi l ling to put into Fort Vall ey what I 
expect to ask them to put into it. They must not put into i t less 
than the mi nimum amount required t o operate the optimum program. 11 

You of cour se know the inside situation , or will know i t , much better 
than I do , but I am v,ondering if i t would not be good pol icy not to 
set the objective at fi rst so high as to scare them off. Fort Valley 
is so well situated for state purposes that i f they once g ot into it 
on a fai r basis , they woul d probably go f orward from year to year 
with a progressiV€ i ncrease i n their appropriations . 

You say you Will undoubtedl y wish me to join you ( us) at a l ater date . 
I f and when a date can be settled on I feel t pa t it Tioul d be necessary 
for both Mr . Bentl ey and me to be present and perhap s if practicabl e 
for him , the President of the Fort Valley Board of Trustees, Bi shop 
?likell of Atlanta, unless you think that it would be best for us.to 
confe r first and report to Bi shop Mikell and me

1
~t him at a l ater date , 

But these detai l s can be worked out l ater . I t is important f or !,Ir . 
Bentley and rre t o 1 earn , as soon as practicable , wP,.en you would hope 
to meet us. During May we wi l l be visiting nearly/±1 1 of our School 
Boar~s , includin g the B~ard Meeting of th Fort SchooQ. Perhaps 
w~ might meet at that time. I imag ine you would wrth t o confer aLs 
w1 th Ur. Jackson Davis a nd Ilr 

i • .i:tavrot of the General Eda-eati9n Eoard 
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as well as the Juli us Rosenwal d Fund i n the ev ent any definite 
plans may seem feas i ble . I am sending a copy of this both to your 
Chicago address and to the State Board of Georgia. 

Thanking you for your l ette r and with best wishes , I am 

Very sincerely, 

~-liJ. ~ . 
Robert W. Patton 

P . s . - I am sending a copy of this letter to the Right Rev . H. J . 
Mi kel l , D. D: , Bishop ' s House , Atlanta, Ga. and to Mr . H. A. Hunt , 
Prmncipal of the Fort Valley School at his res i dence , 1320 " R" 
s t ., N. W., Washington , D. c . I find I haven ' t enough extra 
cop ies to send you a copy of this care of the State Boar d , Atlanta, 
Ga. 

• 
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1 1~20 R Street , N. 11., 
. \. . _ ,1_,.__-.-,. :,:,-00--~ -,•~ .. - · • .¥ie.S1---,.inl:;torr, .. n. c. ' 

Mr . J . C. Dixon , 
c/o Julius Rosenwald ?und , 
':901 Sllis j,venue , 
Chic~ 60 , Ill:i.nois . 

Dear Mr . Dixon : 

April 3 , 1937. 

I hl'lve been a~,ay for most of the time since your 
letter of ?.:arch. 15 was received , otherwise you would have 
heard from me sooner. 

I note what you wrote regarding the danger of having 
too many individuals conducting negotiation~ in the matter 
mentioned , and while I can understand readily your point of 
view, 9.nd must leave any decision in the matter to your t',OOd 
judr;m~nt , at the same time , I certainly hope very much to have 
your co~tinued interest emd such 0otmsel and A.dvice as you 
think wise to uive. 

The last time I savr J,lr . Cousins he stated that he 
ex,ected Dr . .;unford and Mr . L3ster would visit Fort Valley on 
the 8th enronte to the State Teachers ' ,,:eetint; et Al bnny, 
Geort.,ia . I \ ish verJ much the.t it mibht b'::l possible for me to 
be there at that time , but just now it seems doubtful if I cun. 
Eo, .. ever , I feel trat the persons i.n charge there ",ill be fable 
to give any necessar~ information. I f I am not able to meet 
Dr. Sanford and Mr . Lester in Fort Valley on the 8th, I hope 
to see them in Atlante so111e time durin6 the latter pa.rt of 
this month or early in :.lay. 

You have no doubt had an account of the dedication 
of the Rosenwald s"hool o.t '.'la.rm Sprin0 s on March 18 . From my 
point of v·ew, it vas vrhat I would call a decidedly succe::-'"ful 
occasion and all- round happy event. You may be interested to 

J 

l 



Mr . J . C. Dixon - 4/3/1937 - Puge 2. 

know that the Fort Valley GleM C11;1_112,asl'H-:·:;uch a <£OOd impres~ion 
that it was invited to sing ~g~~_;;.ftt~?Colonnade of Georgia 
Rall for the President , and inmates of the '''arm Springs 
Foundation. Fortunately, I was able to be present on this 
occasion also and everyone seemed to enjoy the singing greatly. 
At the end of the program , Lir . Mc I ntyre , the President ' s 
secretary, beckoned me to come to the President ' s ca.r for a 
brief i nterview which, naturally, I was gl ad to have . I had 
met Mr . Roosevelt at 'i"larm .>prings before he was President , and 
was rather surprised to ~ hat he remembered and recognized 
me readily. 

I should be Glad , if possible , to keep i n reasonably 
close touch with you with a hope of seeing you whenever i t is 
mutually convenient. 

Sincerely yours , 

IL..H: kw 
· ~ _-,__.,,, 

H. A. Hu 
Fort Valley N. 

J 



April 115, 1957 

Dear Mr. Huntt On Friday, April 2, I had a conference with 
Dr. Sanford and Mr. Marion Smith, the Chair-

man of ths Board or Regents . At that tilue they were apprl.zed 
of wh&t you e.nd I had been discussing in regard t o the Fort 
Valley situation. The presont status is approxiraately as fol-
lows: 

Smith and Sanford both agree and 4dmi t that 
the progra.~ of higher education for Negroes in Georgia as at 
present organized is inadequate and ineffective. I mean, of 
course, the state inst itutions. They agreed further that there 
are mtU'li)' reasons why Fort Valley would make an excellent addi-
tion to the state group. They are willing to make every effort 
to secure the tro.:nsfer of f ort Valley to the state and to as-
sure adequate support. I have gona so far as to project a 
conference which will include Dr. Patton and Nr. Bentley 
and Dr. Sanford and b:r . &ii th. I hope to arrange this some 
tiree during May while Dr. Patton and Mr. BenUey are in Georgia. 

I a~ trying to provide tor something else which 
I think 18 important at the same time we are working out the 
details rega.rdi.Ilg Fort Valley. You know, of course, that the 
eurTey or higher institutions r.iade t wo or three ago did not 
give a.d&G.uate attention to the Negro public colleges. It seems 
to me that 1 t would be better for Fort Valley to be incorporated 
into a state organization which was intelligently organized and 
planned rather than simply to be dropped into it as one more 
unit 1n the state system. With this i(iea in mind I have pro-
posed to Dr. Sanford atxl he has agreed that either prior to 
the incorporation of Fort Valley into tha state system or 
eimultaneously with this action the state should make a sur-
vey or its higher education for negroes and begin operatiDg 
as soon as possible thereafter on an intelligently planned 
progru of e state-wide nature. 

l 

,..______J 



the whole thing looks good to me, so much 
so that Ism beginning to wonder if we are going to strike 
some snags later on. If we c:'in come to the point of getting 
the state to ask !or the institution and the American Church 
Institute to transfer it to the state, I am not unreasonably 
confident, I hope, that I can see adequate current support 
as ull as necessary funds for absolutely needed expansion 
and renovation both or plant and of personnel. 

' 
I have no desire whatsoever to drop out of 

the negotiations because they are related to a matter of 
vital interest to me. Since writing you as I did on March 
15 I have talked with Cousins and he is asking rue t o eo 
ahead acting,as I ha.Ye in the past, b S an intermediary 
bet.Ileen your board and the state. l t just happens that I 
am in a position to do this, and that I am in connection 
with other organizations which must ultimately be brought 
into the picture. ror this reason I run glad to continue 
doing whatever 1 can. I shall keep you informed of what 
deTelops f'ro.m our end of the line: r hope you will do 
the same for oe. 

Wi th personal regards I am 

JCDtMLU 

!fr. H.J.. Hunt 
Port Valley N and I School 
Fort Valley, Georgia 

Vecy truly yours, 

J.C. D IX 

• 





H. A. HUNT, PRINCIPAL .., 
L. R. BYWATERS, TREASURER 

H. A. HUNT. JR .. BUSINESS MANAGER 

~he ,fort ~allr~ Jlormal and Jndnstrial ~chool 

RBrBRENOB8 

Rr. lb;v. H.J. MIKELL, D. D .. 
I08- l 7TH ST.• N. E.t ATLANTA, GA. 

INCORPO&-....._:r.p.-

ACCREDITED CLASS "A" 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 

REFERENCES 

MR. A. J. EvA~s. 
}"ORT VAI,LEY, (;A. 

M.R. OF.ORO£ F OSTER P.SABODY 

S ARATOGA SPRINGS, 'S', Y. 

Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools MR. T uEoooR>= J . Li;:w1s 

POST OFFICE BOX 822 

FORT VALLEY, GEORGIA 

Dr. Edwin R. Embree, President, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

My dear Dr. Embree: 

1:SOO \\,.AL:NUT $T .• PJIJLADELPHIA, PA, 

1520 R Street, N.w., 
Washington, D.C., 
J Fuary 30;,,, 1931. 
YI I if'll,, . 1,/' 

I have just learned that you will probab.q attend a conference at 
Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia, February 8 at which Ex-Meyor Murrey 
Seasongood of Cincinnati will speak. Mr. Seasongood has agreed if possible 
to visit Fort Valley on his trip South and I am writing to invite and urge 
you to accompaey him on that visit. And if it is not possible for Mr. 
Seasongood to visit us, we should still be very glad indeed to have you 
come to Fort Valley about that time. I plan to be ·there at that ti.lne and 
wish very much that it might be possible for me to see you there or in 
Atlanta, if you can not make the trip to Fort Valley. 

Through mistake, the application forms for fellowship aid were not 
inclosed in your letter of December 10. However, I desire at this time to 
recommend one person for assistance. This individual, I am reasonabl¥ 
sure, has an application blank and has possib~ sent it to Dr. Pa-cy, but 
I desire to bring her case to your att~tion in this personal way. The 
person to whom I refer is is now employed in the 
Department of Sociology- at~ rT 'Oiuversity. She will, I am sure, 
furnish complete transcript of her record of training and experience with 
her application. 

This young woman, Miss Burge, is a niece of mine by marriage, the 
daughter of Mrs. Hunt's sister. That fact no doubt has its influence but 
I believe that with confidence in Miss Burge' s ability to do graduate 
work and with 11\Y knowledge of her desire and efforts to further her 
education, I think I should be glad to recommend her regardless of ru:v 
such relationship. 

Kind~ address your rep~ to Fort Valley, Georgia. 

Sincerely yours, 

. 
HAH:kw H. A. Hunt, Principal. 
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EDWIN R EMBREE= 

" JULIUS ROSENWALD FU ND 4901 ELLIS AVE CHGO= 

AM JUST OUT OF A MEETI NG OF REGENTS AND FT VA LLEY BOARD 
COWMITTEES REGENTS COMMITTEE REQUESTED FTVALLEY BOARD AND 
AMERICAN CHURCH I NSTITUTE TRA NSFER SCHOOL TO STATE COMM ITTEE 
OF FTVALLEY BOARD AND PATTON AGREED IT THE THI NG TO DO AND 
AGREED TO SO RECOMMEND TO THEI R RESPECTIVE BOARDS WHO LE 
CONFERENCE VERY SATISFACTORY BE LIE VE PROPOSITION WILL NOW GO 

THRO UGH FURTHER DETAILS WHEN YOU ARR IVE = 
J C D 1 XO N. 

25~ 
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THE CO~!P.~NY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIOXS FRO~! ITS PATROXS COXCERXIX<l ITS SERVICE 
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Edwin R. Embree 
President 

Marqaret 5. Simon 
Secretary 

D.A.Elvidqe 
Comptroller 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

J.C. Dixon 
Director for Rure I Education 

M. O. Bousfield. M.D. 
Director for Neqro Health 

Raymond Paly 
Director for Fellowships 

August 12, 19:38 

Dear Curtis: The enclosed letters, sent in accord-
ance with your suggestion, are self-

explanatory. I am enthusiastic about keeping Mrs. Duncan, 
but I do not feel the same way about the general staff in 
the practice school. As a matter of fact, the Fort Valley 
campus school seems to me poor. If the State takes over ~ij and we help there we shall probably want 
~{f--to reorganize the practice teaching both in 
the campus school and in rural centers. When the time 
comes I am sure we can easily find teachers at least as 
good as those now engaged. 

Greetings to you and yours. 

Very truly yours, 

ERE:JW 

Mr. J. c. Dixon 
507 West 121st Street 
New York City 

• 
.______J 



August 12, 1936 

Dear Mr. Lester: Mr. Dixon hae referred to me your let-
ter Qf August 6.. It seems to us tba t 

we ehould no~ make any contribution to the salaries of the 
practice tea.ehers no'fl! t1.t Port t=:Wf~ I f the present nego-
tia:tionis o! the State do n8!£ Jf .,c;;_ • h , or court::e we ahould 
have no partieulsr 1nt.erePt in tl:iE nitu.'!.tior, . If t he State 
doea ta.ice over Fort Valley, it see~s to us that it ehould 
ir.ake dra&tic reorganizations ':)f t,he pr£ctica so1wol. That 
being so, I can see no edvanv_ge in tryi ng t o keep t he 
present •fltaff . 

On the oth~r hand, we do nnt t,o keep 
in t ouch with ~!rs. Dunc&n and it ~eems desirable for her to 
take up again her connection witn Fort Vz.lley. 

The ease with her i~ quite different 
from that of the eenara.l staff or t hE> pra.ct.ice school. 
tire. Duno&n 13 one of the peopl o whoa we will certainly want 
to use in connection 10it.h our efforts in rural education and 
Fort Valley ~eem.e an excellent connection, at leut for the 
coming year. I have written forma.lly to Mr. Couaina about 
this since he as the one who rai~ed the question about 
Mrs. Dunca.n. 

ERE:JW 

Vr. L. U. Lester 
State Department of !ducation 
Atlanta, Georgia 

cc JCD 

Very truly yours, 

'-



I 
k, 

Dear Mr. Couaina: ir. Dixon has forwarded to me ;your 
letter of Au,rrust s. We heart.Uy 

agree that we should keep contact with ~ra. Duncan and we 
are particul.arly interested 1n her beginning work at Fort 
ValltJY in view of the !act the.tour relat ions with t hat 
inDt itution ma;v become more intim~te e.i, time goes on. We 
approve the schedule ,which 7ou hF. .. ve ~et up, e1tcept for the 
fact that since lll.ra . Duncan should do a great deal of t ravel-
ing we believe 1.1.Il allowance for t ho2e expenses ehould be in-
cluded in the &Blount which she receives. It seems to u,s 
thh11 Wili'' 4et4,1, sc.la2; (:mo e~penaes) for t he year should be 
$1800 rather then t. e i1soo that you suggested. 'i'o make poa-
sible Uu:s tialar; , we are p:repBr.ed to pa.y t he difference be-
twaen t.'18 $1260 which i s expected .from Pea.ch and koon 
Counties U!lu tha Sot:theru Erlur-at.ion Board, n&'!!.~- a pa111ent 

'-...._ troa us of $540. 

J'or ycr.u- inf ormation, Mr. Lester has 
raised nth ue the <;uestion of some ext ra pa.yaent tor the 
regular practice teachers now at Fort Valley. Thia, however, 
does not appeal to us since i f the State takes oTer Fort. 
Valley it would probably want t o aake a drastic r eorganisa-
tion of this _pract ice school. 

EREcJW 

Mr. Robert L. Couaine 
State Department of Education 
Atlanta, Georgia 

cc JCD 

Very truly youre,, 
l..vV\111"1 



M. D. COLLINS 
STATE SUPERINTENDENT 

OF SCHOOLS 

Mr. J. C. Dixon 
Julius Rosenwald lund 
4901 Ellis A.venue 
Chica.go, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

I do not have figures on the needs at the Practice 
School in Fort Valley. Mr. Hunt is sending you a specific 
request today. I consider it very important that this school 
shall not go into a sl'Uillp before the Regents take it over and 
still more important that if the Regents do not want it. It 
shall begin under private management to do some things which 
have not been done heretofore in the state. 

It is late to find good teachers but we a.re now in 
contact with several excellent people who would do the Job a.t 
Fort Valley creditably. We can help Mr. Hunt in finding some 
good people. In view of the fact that the administrative staff 
does not include anyone especially equipped to direct teacher 
training, a.ny grant for this purpose should stipulate close 
cooperation with the State Department of »iucation in these-
lection and supervision of the teachers in this school. 

I am delighted to know that you have finished your 
work a.t Columbia. Congratulations! 

lml/mc 

Sincere~~-::::--

l 
l 



H. A. HUNT, PRINCIPAL L.R.BYWATERS,TREASURER 

Wqt 1Jf nrt Jtallry Normal nub 11uhu!itrial ~rqnnl 
~----.. ..--- ~---··-·- •~"-".!l~M ... ~.$.n.....,....,atl...,.»· .,-w~, , .. 

RtrERtNCt8 

RT. REV. H.J. MIKELL, D. D., 
10& 17TH IT •• N. E., ATLANTA, GA. 

MA. GtOABE FOSTER PEABODY, 
8ARATOBA SPRINGS, N. Y. 

Mr.J.C.Dixon 
50? W.12Ist. Street 
New York City. 

My dear Mr. Dixon: 

ACCREDITED CLASS "A" JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 

for the Training of Colored Youth 
POST OFFICE BOX 822 

> f r 

REFERENCES 

MR. A. J. EVANS, 
FORT VALLEY, GA. 

MR. THEODOR£ J. 
1500 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHI A, PA. 

Jfnrt llallty, "torgta August 15,1938 

At the risk of appearing to be over-insistent,! am 
writing you again about the possibility of s ecuring some assistance from 
the Julius Rosenwald Fund for teachers in our Elementary School. I am 
prompted to do this by a desire to employ a better grade of teachers than 
we shall probably be able to secure for the salary offered on the State 
schedule alone. As I wrote you before we have been accustomed to supplement 
the salaries of these teachers from the funds of the Fort Valley Normal and 
Industrial School,but the lack of funds and by vote of the Finance Committee 
of our school,we shall not be able to do this hereafter. 

In my other communications I asked if you thought 1t 
possible to secure some assistance from the Rosenwald Fund to apply on the 
salaries of the Training School teachers but did not make request for any 
definite number of teachers or any definite amount. 

While our County Superintendent at this late date has 
not informed us just how many teachers we shall be expected to employ tor our 
Training School, I am supposing that we shall probably have the same number, , 
12,whose salaries were paid by the State for seven months of the 1937-1938 
school year. The Superintendent has not yet made a positive statement but 
has expressed to me the hope and belief that the local schooJ authorities 
will pay the salaries of both the Elementary and High School teachers for 
two months of the 1938-1939 school year,and thus enable us to have a nine-
months' term. 

I wish now to make direct appeal for $1845.00 to be used 
to supplement the salaries of 11 teachers at $15.00 per month each for nine 
months and the salary of one teacher to serve as principal at $40.00 per 
month for nine months. 

I am sure you understand our great desire to do a worth 
while piece of work and you may be interested to know that we are keeping in 
close touch With Mr. Lester of the Division of Negro Education,and seeking 
his assistance in securing a corps of high-class workers for our Elementary 
School. If we can secure the amount requested and continue to have the 
close cooperation of Messrs. Lester and Cousins,and the assistance of Mrs. 
Catherine Duncan,who is r eturning as our Jeanes Supervisor, I have reason to 
believe we shall be able to do a better job than ever; before and justify any 
assistance from the Rosenuald Fund or any other sourc . / ,.... 

Mr. Lester, I happen to know,1s trl thg to keep a hold-
growing more precarious every day- on a group of such teachers as he and I 



both believe are able to give the type of service we desire. With this 
fact in mind and t he time for the fall term drawing nearer,a prompt reply 
will be grea tly appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

HAH:W 
Mr.J.C.Dixon -2nd sheet- August 15,1938 
507 W.12Ist. Street · ,New York City 

CC to 39 Alden Avenue,Atlant a,Ga. 

H.A.Hunt ,Pr1nc1pal 

1..{31 
'r:'0/ J]Jf 

"' 
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September 7, 1958 

Dear Kr. Hunt& Your letter of August 15, copies of which came to 
111.y New York address and ary Atlanta addr ess, 

missed me because I left New York on August 14 and have just re-
turned froa a trip to Nova Scotia. lhen I got to the office yester-
day I talked to liti.·. Embree about your r equest for a gr ant to supple-
ment the salar ies of the teachers in ; our practice school. He felt 
aa I did when I wrote Mr. Lestor f rom New Y~rk in August. If we had 
any- Tay of knowing whether or not Fort Valley would enter the state 
system of colleges, we. could have made a decision which would have 
been based upon both the needs in Georgia and the policies of our 
Board. In view of the fact that t his was not known t he only thing 
we could do was to make a deciaion which was as far as possible in 
keeping with Board polteies. Thie ma<le it necessary for us t o turn 
down Mr. Lester 1 t> request. 

If Dr. Cocking presents the sur vey t o the Regents 
and if they act favorably upon his recommend~tions and the Church 
Institute makes possible the devolopmont we are ell hoping for in 
Georgia, I see no r eason a t all why the Fund would not be quite 
willing t o consider entering into the pict ure at Fort Valley Just 
as soon as we have this assur ance. I under stand from Dr. Cocking 
that he plans to aublllit the survey to the Board as soon after the 
state primary aa he can. If pos&ible I shall see him immediately 
after that and I shoul d like also to talk with you because the reac-
tion of the Regents will t ell us quite definitely whether or not 
there is any reason for us to continue nurturing the hopes we have 
sustained during the last two or three years. 

I really wish it ~ere possible to make the grant 
requested in your letter because I know Just how hard you are 
struggling to keep Fort Valley at that peak of efficiency which it 
hae been occupying under your direction for a long number of years. 
Mr. Embree feels the same way and it was no easy matter for us to de-
cide that we could not make a grant at this t i me. The only consola-
tion that we have is t hat we hope soon we may be in a positi® t~ do 
something even more substantial for Fort Valley. 

JCD1RW 
Mr. H • .l. Runt 
Fort Valley Normal and Industrial School 
Fort Valley, Georgia 

Lsµicerely yours, 
l l 

ltJ~J! rf.'N 



:J 

1 September e, 1938 

Dear Yre. Duncans From your letters and from reports of those 
who have seen you aince you have r eturned 

from Ne• Mexico I know you must have had a delightful ul:l well as 
a profitable year of study. ill of us are quite happy to have you 
back in Georgin, particul•rly in the fort Valley al.tusiion which 
ie at the present time so full of very in~eresting possibilities. 

In thinking of the situation th~re sud of 
your qualifications i t occurred to ~a that you not only ~ere 
capable of doing so but that you ~ight also be interested in work-
ing out a plan •hereby in addition to your c~unty super~lsion you 
could cooperate with t he practice school. I think you could see 
the advantages tl1a'\r would accrue fr·om th.is without f11.Y o.ttempting 
to state theili in detail. Behind the suggestion i s the idea which 
you and I have that the practice schoolG have not in tho past been 
nearly ao clo~e Lo the actual r .1ral teaching situation as they 
should have been. Toe verJ det allf: of normal school organization 
have, in fact, me.de it extremely difficult t o achieve this. They 
haTe been ao self-contained, so intent upon doing the Job within 
their own walls that they heve not been ~o much interested §B they 
should have been in appraising the situation for which t hey were 
preswaing to train teachers. This has been les~ true perhaps of 
Fort Valley than of many other institutions becau~e you end other 
Jeanee teachers have lived in the institution end h~vB t herefore 
undoubtedly not only affected the t hinking of the college staf'f 
but have secured their cooperation ~swell. 

I don' t kno• how f easible this is - it's :nerely 
a suggestion - but if you can devise any plan which will me.ke it 
possible for you to have something to d~ with the practice school 
I am sure the normal cchool ~ould profit from it . 

.Looking for-..ard to the ple&sure of eeein6 you 
and t alking to you sometime this fall, I am 

JCD:RI 

llra. Catherine Duncan 
Fort Valley lorm.al and Industrial School 
Fort Valley, Georgia 

Sincerely yours, 



;State 
lle,pav-tment of JEaurafion 

Atlanta, ~eor-gia 

M . D . COLLINS 
S TATE SUPERI N T ENDENT 

OF SCHOOLS September 9 , 1938 

Dr. Edwin R. Embree 't/ 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 El 1 is A venue 
Chica.go, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Embree: 
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We are extremely grateful to the Rosenwald Fund for 
making i t possible to employ Mrs. Catherine Duncan as super-
vising t eacher for Peach and Macon Counties this yea.rat a 
salary commensurate with her abil ity, t r aining and experience. 
The five hundred and forty dollars allocated from the Rosenwald 
Fu.lid will be a great help t o Mrs. Duncan • . I suggest that this 
money be p~id dir ect to Mrs. Duncan without passing through our 
office. I think it will be acceptable to pay her in three equal 
installments on .December 1 , March 1 and June l . Mrs. Duncan 
will make a survey on all the Negro schools in Peach and Macon 
Counties and by the first of June will have a report to make to 
you on her work and the status of the program in these two counties. 

Again permit me to t hank you for this splendid 
cooperation. 

rlc/mc 

Veryz~~ 

Robert L. Cousins , Director 
Division of Negro Education 

• 
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Jear •. :r. Dixon : ·ttl.l \.. 
I• t 1. . I I (\ 

Your le v of' the 7tJi;r~!J~ to ;ne in r.'ashir>eton 
but this is about the first onrortunity to reply . 

I hcve been here for several days uivin0 ¥tat assistance 
I ccn in t:,etting the \ or1<: of the ne· • scl 001 ye::-r under\ ay. Thus far 
everything seernr to be 60ing well with a ~ood enrollment and both faculty 
end students taking hold of their work in a wr,y rrhich encour?.ges me to 
believe we ~.all have a bood yesr. 

I em not sure if you kno\·r our ... r . Blanchet , w'r o directed 
our acade 1~c rrork ls ~t yeer , 1 s at An11 rbor abain this ye'.lr stud:r.:.nu for 
hi!" doctor ' s degree and that eerly in SeptembPr, our 1·r. Sirims, whc v·as 
expecten to take over much of Lr. Blanchet 1 s work , received an offer for 
work in his home State, ,1:aryland, ena the advanta..:5es offered, were such 
that we did not feel j ustified in aR~ing him to remain with us . For a time 
t} is looked rRther serious but fo rtunately- most fortunately- I think- we 
rrere able to secure the services of ... r . Aaron Brown, whom you nay reme,aber 
cs principal of the hi~h schoJl et .. loultrie, Ga. and for the past fev· years 
principal of the ri6h 8Chool and supervisor of the colored schoo l s at 

thens, Ga. , to accept work with us. Personally I re~l"rd ... r . Brown as one of 
the best school 11en in t:t,.:.s State, and I am benuinely hopeful of :iaJcing 
some real improvements i n our work. 

Besides the addition of r:r. Browh and another youn6 man, a 
gradUQte of rallad 6 a Colle0e with a master ' s de6ree from the university 
of ... ichigan, vo,. know thet re are to htwe the services of i:!~ • 

..DJ.ln~gn as our Jeanes Supervisor tr.is yeer . We re£_ara. this ae a very 
f or"'Gu"Ph.te circumst<ince [',__SO a.nd we are hoping that l:!r~ . Duncs.n will find 
it possible to give a little more time to our e l enentrry echonl ~tan the 
J eBn es Supervi~ors have __,i ven heretofore. 

I Apnreciate what you nrote regardine the possibility of 
receiving some assiet~nce from thP Rosenwcld Fund bein& contingent upon em 
the action of the BoarC of Regents end our trustees . :ow that ~he Pr\mery -'¢!- '~ 
is ovtr vre are hoping thnt :r. Cocl1:in6 will l"'"''~e_s ... (")po,...t +io the. Soard o:' 
Regents at a cornparotively early date a.nd that some action r :.11 be tEiken 
vhich will enable UR to know just ,•1hat to ex ,ect . In y)::\e mea time I vant 
to assure you ana other members of the Ro sem ,.,1/ Fi~nd ~ 1.at we are alwayg 
gled to '"el come you and certainly trupt t'1at Pome - Jr y"9"4/y'ill be v:.. i ting 
the School at a compsrt:'.tively early date . As I hove vrr~en you be-+';,re and 
E's you hrive perhaps noticed on some of your~i ts '"e--m---e--now p-repared--te----



-

to entertain v i s i tors in a y,,.,., "chet re cou 1' not be""'ore the completion 
of our Home Econonics BuilfinL• 

HAH : 11' 

\litr ve,,..y }:ind regardci , I am 

Since·~e~ y yours , 

!~r. J . C. Di xon- 0 nd ehee+:- 9- ,:,l- 08 

3 . A. u~t , Frinc i pel 
The Fort Valley ::. & I. Scho 1. 
Fort Vc.lley , Ga. 



October 25, 1958 

Dear Dr. Pattona I attended Ur. Hunt's f uneral in Fort Valley 
on the fifth. l'llile t here I l earned of t he 

automobile accident Mrs. Patton had had. Since t hat time I have 
not heard report& from anyone r egarding her condi t ion but I do 
hope that the accident wasn't a serious one and that she has 
entirely r ecovered by now. 

Fro~ various sources you have long before 
now had reports r egar ding Kr. Hunt 's f unLral. Those attending 
(and the composition of t he group), t he statements lll8.de, and all 
other i ncidents of the day t estified quite finely t o the very 
great service he had rendered in the a r ea in which he chose to 
work. His death was a r eal blow to me because I looked on hill not 
only as a very excellent school un but ae one of sy seniors in the 
state trom whoa I sought and almost aln.ys secured sound advice and. 
guidance. He was that rare Negro who ••• able to look at problems 
dispassionately and without undue influence from racial bias. His 
adTice and counsel kept me from making many miatakes I should other-
wiee have made. 

His death, of course, intenslfies many of t he 
probleu in connection with .Fort Valley and makes even more urgent 
tne formulat i on of Georgia'& plans for t he hi gher education of 
Negroes. The Board of Regent• hae finally set Thursday, 
October 27 as a date for conaideration of t he Survey of Higher 
Education for Negroea in Georgia. I am leaving Chicago toraorrow 
to a t tend t hat meeting. Immediately after it I imagine you will 
haTe an official COlJllllunication !roa the Board ot Regents and I shall 
write 7ou personally. The whole project has moved slowly - some-
tl•• alaoat unreasonably so. But as .a matter of fact I suspect 
t hat from the point of view ot the long-time program it has been 
beet. I have the feeling that when t he Regent s neet on Thursday 
of this week much of the groundwork will have been done and I hope 
t hat their decision will be to go ahead with the developaent of 
the state pr•.>gram ae 7ou and I have discussed it in t.1-ie paet. 

Thia note is written s impl y t o let you know 
t hat t he meeting is to be held and that you may expect some r eport 
on it in the near future. 
JCDsRW 

Dr. Robert I. Patton 
American Church Institute f or Negroes 
New York City 

I Verv .,truly yours, I t 

ll.r~J, 
__J 



Steps in Fort Valley procedure 

1. Meeting New York, June 14. 

2. Later meeting with Mr. Hunt, Mr. F'avrot and Mr. Embree. 

3. Later meeting with Executive Committee of Fort Valley 
Normal and Industrial School 

4. Further steps - tentative. 
Probably next meeting with Board of Trustees. 

• 



FORT VALLEY 

1904 Mr. Hunt came to Fort Valley. 

November 11, 1918 - American Church Institute came in. 

Land had been purchased prior to November 11, 1918. 

Church has not put anything into land. 

Jeanes Hall given by .Miss Jeanes in 1903. 

Huntington Hall given by Mrs. Huntington in 1907. 

Library given by Carnegie Corporation. 

General Education Board -

Public School 

$100,000 
25,000 
15,000 
12,500 

Science Laboratory -
3,500 
4,500 
4,000 

Julius Rosenwald Fund -
and 

}.1r . Rosenwald 

$25,000 
(some to 
public 
school 

American Church Institute 

Equipment 

$40,000 - Ohio Diocese 
25,000 - Woman's Auxiliary 
10,000 

Other amounts from individuals in varying amount 

Total Plant Fund Assets - $440,241. 

Property actually vested in a Board of Trustees. 

No indebtedness at all except about $4,000 to $5,000 on current 
1936-37 operations. 



Conference - Sanford, Patton, Bentley, Cousins, Dixon 

Sanford stated historical development of University System from 
1952 to date. 

1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

Sanford's trip to Yale with Governor Russell . 
Dick's appointment of first Board of Regents . 

Board firs~ balanced budget. 
Board next had survey made 

Personnel of survey board 
Survey ma.de little reference to Negro colleges. 

Sanford next began consideration of Negro colleges. 
First began work on plants 

Savannah - several buildings) 
Forsyth - two buildings J Construction 
Albany ) 

Function of the three institutions. 

-2-

s. 
6. Total appropriation to three state colleges approximately t90,000 

7. 
8. 

9. 

State: 
Savannah - $35,000 J 
Forsyth - 22,500) 
Albany - 25,000) 

Will be increased for 1937-38 
Total Forsyth budget $35,500 

Sanford talked circuitously about development of white schools 
$600,000 - repairs ) 
~l,000,000 - buildings) Spent 
$1,000,000 - available now 
$160,000 - Savannah) 

40,000 - Albany ) Negro schools 
50,000 - Forsyth ) 

Procedure 
1. Survey 

a. Advisory group 
b. Work group 
c. To consider all Negro colleges in Georgia 

t400,000 total investment at Fort Valley 
700,000 total spent at Fort Valley 

Sanford thinks Regents can put into Fort Valley (if State gets it) 
about $53,500 per annum. 

Patton thinks Fort Valley needs about $32,000 per year to carry on 
present program. 

Total budget at Fort Valley about $72,000. 

Institute operations program from $17,500 to i22,ooo 



Patton's questions: 

1. Church should not have to foot whole bill. 
2. Church should recover part of its expenditures. 
3. Heirs of original donors - both out of and in state of Georgia. 

Both American Church Institute and Board of Fort Valley must 
approve project. 

Procedure to be followed: 

1. Patton suggests Sanford write him a letter picturing what State 
wants to do - state program. 

2. Sanford suggests that JRF lor JCD) (or ERE) push negotiations 
for both groups. 

Patton's statement: 

"• •• i f and when the authorities of the State of Georgia should 

display a serious interest in the matter, taking practical steps 

to provide for the school on a basis at least equal to the provision 

made by the Episcopal Church, I personally would favor turning it 

over to the state under conditions satisfactory to both sides." 

"• •• I am of the opinion that both of these Boards 

(the American Church Institute and the Board of the school) would 

give serious consideration to it if convinced that through control 

of the school by the State a better service to the cause of education 

can be rendered than under the school ' s present auspices." 

• 

-3 -



Steps: 

1. Conference with Sanford and Marion Smith. 

Indicate -
Inadequacy of present state program for Negroes. 
Needs for Fort Valley in state program. 
What it could do. 

What should be state's program of higher education i'or Negroes? 
Fort Valley's part in this? 
How determine both of these? 

A survey or study or proposed program. 
Would JR.F· cooperate with GE.o in this? 
Regents furnish staff other than director? 

State will probably not put anything in capital investment. 
State should agree to provide full program. 

What this program should include: 
Four year college 
Teacher training 
Majors in agriculture and home economics 
Land grant college? 

If state wants Fort Valley, propose 
1. Program it will carry on there 

financial support 
2. Basis under which it could and would acquire plant. 

Proposed that JCD go to Atlanta next week(? - 25th) , see Lester 
and Cousins 1·1rst and then Sanford and Smith. 

Letter to Lester: 

Sanford: 

Recount what's happened re Fort Valley up to now. 
Ask him to be considering total state program of higher 

education for Negroes 
What should be program at Fort Valley? 

Letter from Dr. Patton 
Urgency 
Conference with Sanford and Smith. 

• 
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Outline of situtation at Fort Valley 

1. Our interest in Georgia 

2. Need for concentration in a state 

3. Lack of balance in present program - no Negro school 

4. Reasons for no Negro college in Georgia in program 

5. Development of University System 

a. Survey, 1932-33 

b. Negro college section - pp. 44-6 

6. Regents only now ready to deal with Negro colleges 

7. Opportunity to 

a. Secure careful, longtime plan for Negro education 

b. Institute our program in a Negro college 

8. What will be required to achieve this? 

l. It w:i.11 be remembered that considerable discussion has been had 

concerning cooperation at F'ort Valley. 

2. Following statements indicate history of our relationship to 

Fort Valley 

Historical steps beginning with survey, 1932-33. 

3. Plans for higher education for Negroes in Georgia and our 

part in them. 

• 
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':hLt.t n l 1 <:J 

1913 
1914-17 (inclusive) 

($250 annually) 
1919 
1920 
1922 
1923 
1928 

$5,000 

1,000 
250 
500 
250 
250 

10,000 

Contributions by Julius Rosenwald Fund 

(f'or current expense) 

1929-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 

2,500 
2,000 
1,500 

(For purchase of library books 

1929-50 (Feburary) 500 

Grand Total 

~15,250 

6,000 

500 

$21,750 

• 
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April 15, l9S7 

Dear Dr. Sanford: As we greed ii+.en I talked with you 
an:i Mr. Sri th i n Hl.anta week before 

last, it is ciuite evident t hat the next step regarding 
the Fort Valley set-up is .for you and i1Tr. Smith to have 
a con1'erence with D1~. Patton and :r:r. Dentley of the 
American Church I nstit ute for Negroes. I have 17ri tten 
Dr. Patton and 8.l~ enclosint; a copy of my letter to hi m. 
I ,von<ier if you r.oul c: be so kind a9 to write him i mmediately 
and a sk if -s conference can be arranged. The e.ddr9ss is 
>..r.ierican Church Instl tute .for !Iegroes, 281 F'ourth Avenue, 
New York. It is my understanding that he and :i-ir. .Bentley 
a.re to be in Georgi a du.-ri ng May, and I suggest that you 
write hi~ as soon as possible so he can •nake arrar,_fements 
to meet you. 

If you think i t advisable for !.'le to 
do so, I should like very much to be present at this con-
ference, not t hat I wish to direct it in an,y ray but that 
I should like Tery much to be kept thorou.ehly infomed 
,so we r.1a.y know how and to what extent we raa;y cooperate 
with you. In order that Dr. Patton may know what is go-
ing onJ I am taking the liberty of sending him a copy of 
t his letter. 

Chancellor S. V. Sanford 
University System or Georgia 
Sta. te Capitol 
Atlanta 

Very truly yours, 

J. C, D1xori 



April 13 , 1957 

Dear Or. Patton: The Boa.rd of Regent s of the St ate 
of Georgia is quite willit1€' and 

eager to Go ahead II i th i t a negotie. tions regar ding the 
transfer of the s chool at Fort Vall ey to the s tate sys-
tem. This is quite evident to :,;e e.s the result of a. 
conference I had with Chancellor Sanford and !•'r. Marion 
Smith, the Chair man of the Board of Regents, on Friday~ 
April 2. , 

I t ~ee~s to me that t he next step is 
for you -0md •1r. Deutley to have a coru'erenee with Chan-
cellor Sanfora and Chsirr~ftn S~ith. I should lik~ very 
much t o be present at that conference if i t i s possible 
to do so. If you t hink it advisable, I 110nder if you 
woul d be willins to write to Chancellor S. v. Ss.nford , 
St a t e Capitol, Atlanu;, Ceorgia, snd arrar~e for a con-
f9renca ~1th hi~. I a.~ writing hi~ tode.y, suggesting 
the same possibility. 

J'CD: JtO 

J!r . Robert ~. Patton 
American Church Institute 
281 Fourth Avenue 
f;ew Yor,: City 

Very truly yours , 

for Negroes 

j 

• 
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;.' • I .' V -------. 
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j··-- ----·-- J ' ' • I .: • , .. -- -- - ----
,-f=r=t_-J--: 

..;;w.~..lo....._~--

I t~&nk you for your letter of April 13th sayi ng that the 
Bo&rd of Reg!.::nts of tne State of Georg i a i s " quite v; i lling ind ef'ger 
to go &herd , i t•1 its negotiations regardi ng tne trc,nsfer of Fort 
Vailey to tne State system" and tnat you h&ve advised Chanc ellor 
Eenford t<lat tne next step is for 1r . Bentley and me to have a 
conference with h i m c..nd Cha i rman Smi th ~hile we ere in Georg i e dur i ng 
the month of Jay . Mr . Bentley and I can arr&nge to meet tnese 
6 entlemen , if cSCce;>t.1:,ble to tnem , on S&turday mor!1 i ng , l!tay .L5t:i . 

.::irePent iI 
gratify i ng 
Ve v, ill be 

I ~o~e nlso in your letter tnat you ~ou~d be glud to be 
acce}t~ble to tne Chancell o r . It would certa i nly be very 
to ~r . Bentley and me to ~&ve ~ou prerent on that occ1:sion . 
very gled indeed to nave thi s conference wi tn you gentlemen 

to learn in detail the proposal you have i n mi nd . 

I must leave the c i ty t oday for qui te c tour , bat ~ r. Bentley 
~ill be in the offi ce , or not far away , and wi ll r ead &nf commun ication 
from you and let me kno~ ,nether the date suggested i s accept&ble to 
you gentlemen . I ao follo,-.in~ y o ur suggestion by v.- ri tin~ to Ch ancellor 
Sanford in t~is ma i l and ~ill encl o se a copy of ~ne letter to you . 

m r : AF 

\ ith every good ,;ish , I am 

Very s i ncerely yours , 

Robert\. . Patton 

[([jt ., ~· -

• 



April, 16, 1957 

Chancellors. C. Sanford 
State Capitol 
.ltlanta, Georgia 

Dear Chancellor Sanford• 

Yr. J. c. Dixon of the Aosenwald Fund has sent 
me a copy or his latter to you of April l~th 1uggesting t }tat 
you, Mr. Marion Smith, Chairman of the Board ot Regents ot 
Georgia, Mr. Bentley and I have a oonferenc~ during our a p-
proaching tour in the South , in r egard to the pos6ib1lity or 
tran1terring our Fo~ifww School to the l)tate syatea. Kr. 
Dixon, in hie let1'e\! 1 

, ,1,1e bat h e has sen t y ou a copy 
ot his letter to rne, which explains itself. 

In view of this suggestion and request trom Ur . 
Dixon, the Rev. c. E . Bentley, £eeociate Director of the 
Institute, and I have looked over the datee of our itinerary 
in the South during Uay to attend the meetings of the Boards 
ot our Schools, and find that we could mee t you a nd Chairman 
Smith on Saturday morning , May 15th. There will be & meeting 
ot our Fort Valley Board on fridayt May 14th, nnd we haTe 
other engagements in other states during the following week. 
Saturday aorning, May 15th , therefore, will be the mo,t accept-
able date to u• and I trust it will be agreeable to you, Mr. 
~mith and Mr. Dixon. I take i t for granted, in view of what 
Mr. Dixon ••Y• in h is letter to you, that he also will be 
present. 

I am enclosing a copy of my letter of this date 
to Mr . Dixon. 1111 you not be good enough to write to me at 
thia addre 11 ~•soon•• possi ble letting Mr. Bentley and•• 
know whether we c~n count on this date being accfptable to 
you and to the other gentlemen. 

With best wish••• 

Very sine.e-r-ely 

RWPaAP 
Robert w. Patton 

j 
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Mr. J . C. Dixon, Director , 
Rural Education, 
Julius Rosenwald FWld, 
4901 Ellis Avenue , 
Chicago, Illinoi s . 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

- - ,- - -

Your letter of April 13 was forwarded to me in New York 
and this is my first opportunity to reply. 

I am pleased to note the progress which you seem to be 
making in the matter of relating our school at Fort Valley more 
directly to the e ducational system of Georgia, and I trust you 
will not strike any "snags l ater on. " 

As you probably know, whi le Dr . Patton, director of the 
.Ameri can Church Institute, and Mr. Bentley, hi s assistant, should 
be called into any conference on the matter under consideration, 
as I see it the trustees will be the ones to make the final 
decision. Since this is true it will be necessary to have the 
matter passed on by the ful l board and i n my opinion it may be 
wise also if certain members of the board - possibl y members of 
our executive committee of which I am a member - shoul d perhaps 
be called into some preliminary conference. 

I agree most thoroughl y with the i dea that there should 
be "an intelligently planned program of state- wi de nature" if we 
are to expect any material improvement over the present 
situation. 

in t he 
tions 

H.AH:kw 

I am sure I need not say to you that my chi ef interest 
whole matter is an improvement of ... the educational condi-

in Georgia, especially as related to Negroes. 

With very kind regards , 
Sincerel y 

H. A. Hunt , Principal. 



.,.._ - -

My dear Mr. Dixon: 

'(09 .i!:leveritn -street, -Northeast 
Washington, v. c·. 
May o,· ·1937 

I am enclosi~g for your information a copy of a letter 

recently addres sed to Bishop H.J. Mikell of Atlanta 

which 1s self-explanatory. 

l have been informed that the Fort valley school 

contemplates en•erln_t~he system of the State of 

ueorgia. L sincerelyAthis move will continue to make 

possible the realization of the ideals upon which the 

school bas been built. 

My work here with the National Yo•th Administration 

goes well and I am finding Mrs. Bethune to be a most 

inspiring person to work witO. I hope that if you come 

to Washington any tlme soon you will come in to see us. 

very sincerely yours, -- -r~-k}-crr 
1'' . s . Horne 

J 

I 

• 



0 ? y 

709 ".levent h f.>treet, Northea s t 
·.a.oh1ng ton, . o. o. 
A;:>r11 17, 1937 

Dl shop H. J , 1 ikell 
Cb a1 rmeu, . oard o f 'fruateos 
: ort Valley Nor1W;t. l and I nduatria l :';.obool 
.E•ort Valley , t oorr i e. 

!'y dea r ~1ehop -1kell: 

I n view of the f &ot tlw 1.. I wa sl!Blected l•cting ;r1no1pal 
of the .-o rt Ve l loy c~o r ma l A.nd l Mue t r1ul tjchool l.1y the 
• • Boo ra of l r ustees a t 1t~ l as t te~ula r mee t 1n~ in i ort 
V't1 l l e:, on w.r; y 12 , 19 j6 and, t hat I wa s aubsequeut l y r r anted 
l&uve of ~baenoe ~o nocept apoolntment cy ~he Federal 
Cr0v e rnment a s t,a t.- 1 s t &nt 111reot o r of t.be D1vh11on o f i:~egro 

f f e ire in tne Na tional Youth i,dm1n1s tee.t1on 8nd , s l n oe the 
pe riod of leav e tor rr,t natea with t he d1t t e or the nnua l 
uQard meeting in &ay, I hereby tt~nder my f o rma l r es1gn&.t 1on 
from t he ,· e t l ug .i? r1nc 1pt, l eh1p or the Fort Vtt lley ;.;o rma l 
1.:.nd I ndu citr1{t l ... c hO<Jl 1n 0 1."'Cie r- to pursue wit.bout. ue.l1ti• 
oa-t i on my dut1eo ,,1th t he U~tlona l Youth t~d m1n1stretion . 

It 1s roy &1noor:-e be l ief I hat roy p resent "ork off e r e even 
11 1der opp o rtunit y 1., 0 eerve t he ,1eg r o youth or t h e ,,outh 
e2nd of th! Nation 1r1 whose interest I have <.i lre Etdy devot ed 
ove r t ~n yeurs o f my life and, f u rther, my vs l t hd rowe l now 
r-111 tna.ke t he wi y oloi; r f o r you r· own a <lro1n1.at r t: t 1ve pl anning 
f or the f uture of the achool. 

I wi eh to expreef t o y ou and t o the member s or t he uoa rd 
my s lnoei:•e :•ppreola.t lon o f your suooort s nd your oooperatton 
du r1ng my t en y ears of a eaoc1at1on <>·1th tA.e l nst1t ut1on o.s 
tea.c be r artd a o &dml nist.l"l:1-tor. 1 ha ve dee:ned it a privilege 
t o b e 08t.•Oo1t:. tetl wi t h y ou &nd to have bad some s mall share 
1n t he development of 6n tnstitut t on which, l hrou• h t hirty 
y ea r e under the guidanoe o f t">r1no1po.l 11 .A , Hunt r nd hie 
loyal cowo rkei's , has pot ent1 :-,l1t 1ee of becoming one or t be 
moat e1gnl f1can t educa t 1onb l instit utions ln t bo ~outh . 

I ex't.en<l t o you, t o .Jr. l'a~ton , t o .. : r•. llunt and t o the 
offlc\.n la of the .1. oa rd, o f t ne . tner1oen Chura n 1nl5t 1t ut e 
, nd of tht- s chool my klndeut pe r aonel re8e r ds t nd s incere 
l-est w1sbe~ r or your con t inued. devot ion t o tho h i .·h l.h r1e t1a n 
1de~l of eduo~t ion&l opportuni t y f or begro yout h. 

,,oet r eepeotfully aubmit teo., 

nmk :. .
1
,1,o rne 

t o 1ng Pr~~q~pu l 
Jl1!J .,,. 
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• .., . r;. :)i·:op . 

• ldcr •Venne. . , 
• tl,.. nt • . ·Ga. 

f'in 01·~ . tbat _ r..cve ila.d t. e lett_2 COJi ec... t:od~.y b so:,cone 

sencin": a r,;oo copy t~ you. ·is '1. ' 1 brtj_ -

t , 

close ' ir:: c e yo·· i. • t 
o it n 1. : or els o . 

01 t:.cn beir il' t. e i1 ~,er.::st o_ b •tte1· diction ap( co.,. st?>uc-

... \ ... e rl ru.Mbor of :rri11or• c_ n n ·cs i1 it . all 

t.:or o ..., 1 tonce . .... •.r i.::. ro c _anP-e 11 tl.c 1Jst .1 ce of t.1e 
lotter . 

,vert e ss .... incc .::.t conce::c•ns a Mattel' o · :::uch i n-

o_· is. you , ou_a ou, tlo::;s ic to rc1.d t·.e cor-

in t s1;~ o •c_ocl. .... t l', c _...fcrencl- itl. u .. s op, il:e::.1, Ji\ -

l • t" ir .., _ e ..,_ '1ir ... or - •y,; 1 1 ar. s t is e v n -

in[" l i 
~u b..., trri ce of ou::c c onversnt i on 01 

'l. tui•d3. last . 

-·ncl . 



J"r . J. C . Dixon. ., ) 
39 Alden Avenue: '>\ w 
Atlanta, Ga . 

Dero !.r . Dixon: 

I:ay 16, 1937 
:eiedrnont .~~otel, 
Atlant'l, Ga . 

On account of the pressure on us in tLe next ten days i n 
coverinr, our Board meetings and other duties, i·:r. Bentley and I de-
cided that it ':!Ould be best for your convenience as v1ell as our ovm, 
to write the letter you requested of us at once, rather than run the 
risk of too mucL delay in case we are tied up \Jith unavoidable duties 
after leavinr.; Atlanta . ..e made this decision after your telephone 
messar-e that you ,·;ould be called to l,eu .iorl: sooner than you had ex-
pected . 

First of all~ accept our· expressions of adl,1i ration and ap-
proval of the statesManlike plan for Fort Valley ' s place in the edu-
cational syster.1 of tne State of Geor~ia, as outlined so clearly and 
vividly by the Chancellor. Doctor S . B. Sanford, and yourself, in 1.r. 
Bentley ' s and my conference on Saturday . :. ay 15th, '."Tith you gentlemen 
and I r . Ii. . L . Cousins. The pur}ose to make the school a four year 
'l'eacher ' s College, to ~i vc scientific training; in a~ri culture, horti-
culture and in the related trades.- '."J i t11 a •;!' obable ap'1ropria tion from 
the beginI1i!1c; for naintenance. of )35,000 . 00, together with appropri-
ations for builci!lgs a..nd equipment as rr.ay be necessary to carry 
throur;h the progrru~ as outlined. nill certainly be an important factor 
when our a utr1orit ies fac c t~:e c.ifficul t responsibility of decidins 
v1hat their duty is in the ouestion of turnin--; tne school over to the 
State. 

.'\fter you gentler.ien had fran}::ly and cle'lrly outlined your 
plan for Fort Valley in the event that our a uthori ties consent to 
transfer the institution to the control of the Stace. you asl::ed us to 
give you gentlemen an equally frank statement as to 1;1hat conditions 
v,e thought our autl ... oritics v,ould require . After explaini!l('; that tre 
subject had never been considered by our 3oards. and that vrn could not 
therefore cornriit them, '.'fe sto.ted that ne had discussed the subject 
with several of t: ... e Per.1bers of the .t3oarcl of the Institute and of t.r..e 
0chool. and that ne believed that the follov1inr considerations fairly 
represent tlle vie.1point of t.1.at mi!lor-i ty of our authorities 1 tith v1hom 
v,e have disct .. ssed the subJ ect . ,/e are incli!!ed to believe, also, that 
the rerwinder of our official i:;1°oup \7ould, if o.nd nhen the 1-atter comes 
before them. e:':phasize the considerations He mentioned in our confer-
ence, the substsnce of \'/1~ich 1Je surnr:0.arize below: 

(1) .le are sure that ilithout exception our authorities v1ill be 
~overned in their· action first of all by ,,-,:-mt shall seem their duty in 
the spiritual developnent of the regro and their conception of the 
term II spiri tuar' will include education. Our aue_orit ie s are in the 
ha bit of thinkin1 of education as a s:.>iri tual nroc ess . Pnc' ou1" Insti-
tute schools, as you are fully avrnre, - h-av-e been conducted ,1ith tL~ 
premise as their basis . Since you, your associ;ites .• nhd t :,.0 otrtE :tj, f~r(. 
tlel:len ':rith whom \le conferred on Satur'i.ay. pol& ~1.milo.r vie\'/s. you \/ill 

/.J •) ..:. 
'l ;, rw . .,,, 



be able to present to our group the reasons Hhy you think it our duty to 
transfer the school. r1 i tll tl1e assurance i n advc.i.nc e that the:,r uill under-
sta11d and ap9rec ia te your vieHpoint . 

(2) .le st'J.ted in our co:nference t:i1at i f it should be decided to 
transfer the sct ... ool to tre aut ... 1orities of the State, our ri.uthorities I!O~ 
retain a s:rr.a 11 tract of land. two or three acres more or less. on vrhi<fl1,...a 
chenel. perhaps a comnunity house a11c. otlier· facilities for relisious and 
social service to students. and to 9eople of the cor.ununity . I .. ~ave no doubt 
that the la.n d reserved could be arra.nr;ed in a mutually satisfactory loca-
tion . 

( 3) Al thou--;11 the Fort Valley l ornal 0nd Indus trial School did not 
become formally connected rlith the ::piscopal Church until 1917. the ht . hev. 
C. :i': . lelson,D. D. , at t:i12.t time 3i¢'shop of Georr•ia, v1as President of the 
Board of 1l'rustees of the school several year·s before it beca.1e connected 
Hith the :Eniscopal Church, and on -1is recorurnndation durinv that period 
the Irstitute r:1ade the school small annual appropriations . 

Since our official connection rrith the school. about twenty 
years aro, i.·re havE, 1·emitted to t h e SCi~Ool for naintenaD.ce in e&cess of 
::364,000 . 00. and for capital invest,11ents, includinr- buildings and equiprient. 
i n excess of i414.000JO. accordi:1c to a notation reccntl·J sent :r.ie by our 
Secretary, a total of around )778. 000 . 00 . It is not necessary to go over 
with r.10ticulous care records rurn1in(" bac' so r1any years. but the above is 
given nerely as indicative of the lnrF;e invcstmerit in the school by ti1ose. 
\/ho for the most -;Jart :made their contributions because it uas a c~'ll.trch 
school. Of the total for buildinr,s, etc . tne General Education _:,oard gave 
us about .. ,151,00n . oo, and prior· to 1~r . 1{oserr:rnld1 s de-:i.th . L:e Julius Hosen-
\/ald Punrl r;ave us •.110. 000 . 00 for the building )r·orrai1 at Fort Valley . In 
addition to rerd ttances f ror.1. our central off ice, the t'.,o :::;,:,iscooal dioceses 
of Geor, ·ia nave sent anrnw. lly varyinr; su.ms c. irect to the school-. The total 
fror! tLese t,,o sources uould be a lar.-·e additional sur.1. a;1.d ot- 1 er conti·i-
butions froi- individuals noulcl nal::e a still larger sun: 

'.L'he 1:1.inority of our offi cia 1 group v:i t:1 nhorri 1:re have discussed 
the subject have ex 1ressed tueir conviction that since not a few of those 
nho have given generously in res:1onse to our ::ippeals for !<'ort Valley have 
passed into the other rro.r•l', ue haven ' t t11e right to surrender t:r.1e school 
\/ithout r·ecovery of a portion. at least, of the capital investment. Should 
the transfer be consu: mated, t.1.1ey aesire to be very generous, but since 
other educational corporations have been given larr,;e su..,s for the education 
of 0 ,ecroes under public aus:Jices, tl~e~, do not think a church corporation 
r111ose furids ·;rere given for tL.e 'tainten8.!1ce of _ ecro sc~ .. ools unde1~ private 
auspices. should be ex'Jected to bear the uhole cos t. ·r.Bentley and I, 
t:1erefore. expressed tJ e O')inion that our !l utLori ties ',.iould take the ground 
that the~." 1·roulcl be :oing as far as they cor scientiously can in requirinr; a 
nay:r.ient of ..,150,000 . CO. 

'1.'l ere i::i another important point in this con.,.ection: ,;1hic,_'-l some 
of our officials have expr·essed, namely the fear that the heirs of some of 
our donors ·11i0;Lt sue the Institute on the [;1'O1.md that the original :nu~pose 
of the gifts had been diverted. '.c1e Institute should. nQt only ha.v~ pr·otec-
tion ag'l. inst sv.c co;1tinr,0ncies ! but S i:nce tile le rr-e ·SUl!.S ~rent ')''1 thisr 
Jchool could have been used to .strenc;then tr1e ·,,or-1: i.J our other :o;c ... ool , our 
auti~orities feel that at least sor1e of it ~:rnulc-1 be f-J,..',c;.ov01·ec f'o1 t 9-'- ~1·-
pose . In one ?f' your e:·c0llent stat encnts ~· estm,daf~~ou advoca:..cd oL..:.' re-
lease of Fort Valley to the 0 tate. !Jec<J.use of tlie di{~~~culty, as 9or:1p_l ed 
r1i tn sone year:s ago of securing fun as for uri V9t e ed't).C~iQP.., It is true. ~ - ~ 



but it is i'or that reason in l)art that our aut:.01·ities feel that in the 
event that :r. ort Valley is trsnsf er red to the 0 tate, the:7 should recover a 
po.rt of the investnent in Fort Valley in order to fortify the i"tol'l: of OU' 
other 0 chools . 

,ie mentioned another point yesterday: v1hich . in view of your re -
quest that \·te embody in ,ritin[!; t11.e riost points in our conversa -
tion v,it1 you. it i2 ju8t as nell to repeat . The authorities of tne Churcl~ 
in Georgia were man~r :fO'lI's ago induced to join \'!i th t~1e Inst i tu.te in r.iain-
taininr t~1ese scr.ools. .le fo1•mer·ly had one in 3runsnicl<: . Ga . , a very sood 
school, but i''! order to stren";tl1en Port Valley, t_se i.rstitute persuaded the 
Bishon o:' tllc.t diocese to close it . in order to corcentr:=-i.te all o:' our 
strength on Fort vnlloy. :re ·;1ouJ.d not • ave t::1lrnn that course hacl ho be-
lieved there ',i<lS ev .Jl1 E '1robability oi' cor.sunnatinc t:1e uroposal no•:; under 
consideration. l oreovor bot~. of tiie diocc ses of' Geo:•..-;ia :iave :::iacrificed 
so1;e of t11e fu:1ds \ • icl~ nould ~~ave beer used for tl':eil: other \;ork for Ne-
groes. haa they not joined ';ith t:1e Inctitute in t:10 c.evelopnent of Fort 
Vc.lley .. :e nre, in vier, of these c.nd ot:h.01· factors. bound to do all \le 
roasor.abl·• c-:tn to co• ryensate tre i'o:,thene sncrifices on the ')art of the 
autho1•i ties of the t\,O dioceses. H:~o during all of tLe 36 yea:·s believed 
that tl~e:; v:ere pa1·tncrs in a per"1c.ner.t \'Ol·k: instead. of' n. te1:!porary one. 
rihich uill be t:10 c:.i.se if :.1ort V::> lley is to go to the 0te.te . 

I thinl: tl~is c ove1·s the most ii.m: ort8.r1 t ooints ·.7!1.ich '.le :iscuzsed 
on 0aturday, ::me, C"{)J.ains sone of t__e lirl'it8ti01'ln ~,bier: conf1·ont ou.1° 
autl o::.·i ties. 

:!:'lens e ,, in pr-e )~ff•ing :; our· :Jo.pe1· fo1· ou:· ..,oar cl, '.'li,i Cil !le ets on Jtme 
14th, 6 ive i'o:· their· in:'on 10tion t1~e same clear ::;t~te:ii·cnt of \That :rou and 
others corccive ,;nd eJ:~·ecc to acc01 .. 9lish \rith Port Valley as the apex of 
l.eGI'O cduc•tion in the ...,tate o~· ,eor·gia. . . lease. ~1lso, be pre)ored. if 
practicnbJ.e. to c;ive us an a~)_)roximate estirrn.te as to 1.rhen the .State noard 
\lould 1:ish to ta:e cl:arge, in case our· author·i ties acree to tho proposal . 
.- serioun injustice micht be done to our P2'inc ipal. .... ·aculty, :?.nd students 
nith all of the uncertainties involved in a chance, if it 1.·,erc not decided • 
v,ell. abundantJ.y 1·:ell. in advar.cc o::'.' the clone of tho school year . ':i.1:he 
Institute ·:1ould also be o .bnri'as scd fo!' tLe sa• 1 e reasons. If this cha.rige is 
to be ~ade '\.'e hope it ,!ill be settled as soon as pract icable . 

In vieTI ot' tl~ 6reat inpo~tancc oft: is· ~tte:· to all concerned. 
v1ill you be rri llinr; to c o:r.:.e in person before our' .3oard_. if I can ::i.rronr,e it 
after cons'..!lto.tior ui t~ ou.l' ... resident? I ~:>e1·s011:1.ll:- 1.,ou:::.~ lil-e very muc.1.: 
to have yo,_ do so. but t'1cro ~!IT! be reaso11:J,un1-:no1.'m to r1e, why it uould be 
better to ·,.1.ave you at a l"ter date. It distT'esses r1e c....ee)l'- to contermlate 
t he -;)OSSibility of r·i,:inr: .1.ort ;-alloy up. sftej_· so nany ye".i's of association 
i:it: it , but i f 1.1e ·mst in dut; face it in o. serious v;ay. then I tni~: it 
should r;o before ou1· ....,oard under conditions favorable to full end c...isinter-
ested consideration. It see11s to no t·y,i., to this end. your presence will 
be 1110st iJ'rnortant. 

i shall be 8.t tho Hoosevelt 1 otel, I:eu Crleans from the 17th. in 
the eveninr·, till late nfterrooy, of t}1e 18th: and at Biloxi, ,iss . co.re of 
.!estrrn Ur:,ion. fro:rn the 19th to 21st . Ca11 ~.--ou rrrite or 'iire me at eit'·,.er 
place, letting ne l~ncrtt if tLis is r-eceived ana satisf'ue-tor:r . and 1.:het:~\!r yo.u 
nould be \iillin--; to co~10 to our· Boa1·C:. l eetinc and pr,,9fent the case as you 
see it. Mil 

l'r . Bentley and I enjoyed our c or~versa.'tio~f'fttrt:. you . 
r· .._. 11 l . ,. lUI~ J 

.. J. t..r a gooc r; lR.1.! es, . ~-- . .I'±, v -4- ..,,\-A)A Tf-cordiaJ:l-, yours. ~· }f.J, 
I 

( r.o~ T _-.. ~? .:::ior ) 



,, 
lky 18, 

O.ar Dr. Pattons Since you left yesterday I have thought 
of your invitation to appear at your 

Board ••ting in .lew York on June 14th. 

My per eo21al interest proapts ae to do tbis -
in f c.et, t o cooperute in any possible way - but it has occul'-
r ed to t hat I cen•t over l ook of ficial procedure• &no iapli-
cat1ona. Therefm-e, I presume to at&te the followiAg consid-
erationes 

(1) I nm not of ficially connected with 
the Board or Regents or the State Department ot ld.ucatioa. 

Therefor e , before accepting your invit&- . 
tion1 I wish to be sure {l) t hat Dr. Sanford wants ae to do -~ 
and \2) llr. Eobree 4pproves nnd, if I do a.ccept, it mat be.,--
uaderatood t hat I am acting as aa indi vidual nt.h .no official 
coDAections i~plied or understood. , 

P l l talk with Dr. Snnfo!'d and write Vr. 
Fabre• and write you ill consonance with their react-iona. 

Dr. Robert•• Patt.on 
Biloxi, liea. 

Very truly your s, 

• 



May 181 l9S7 

Dear llr. lllbree1 Sanford, Patton, Bentley, Cousins, and I aet 1a 
Sanford• a office Saturday, llay 15th. The conter-

ence was only fairly- satisfactory. I'll g.1.Ye you the details of it 1D 
le• York next week. Thie letter is for the purpose ot securing yov 
reaction to and advice on a proposal of Pattcm•a. 

Ho asked me to aeet with hi• Board in Kew York 
on JUDe 14th to describe to its m•bera what the State of Georgia hu 
i n mi nd in COD11ection with ita prograa of higher education few ••sroea 

, . :: .,, ,-, . an.d now 1ort Valley might fit into the project. Sanford or Lester 
• ' • ·should do th1a . Sanford, without formal action ot the Board ot Regent•, 

cannot aalte a propoaition to the American Ch.rch Institute. Pattaa 
finda hiuelt in the sue poaitioa. Both sre Jockeying for position, 
I think - Sanfor.d to secure Port Valley without capital outlay and Pat-
ton to re&lize on the trans.fer. 

This at titude of Patton's wes new and unexpected 
to ae and I couldn't help wonderiAg .it the idea or selling Fort Valley 
grew out ot the combination of 'fll.'1' long interest and activity and 
the t act or ay present connection witb the Fund. 

Two general procedures are poaeible (in so far aa 
I am concerned). Either (l) I cen accept Patton•e invitation or (2) 
I can turn it dom. (l) It I tu.rn it down I can and should say that 
Sanford or so~ one troa the Div1a1on of llegro Education in the State De-
partment of Education - in thi• case, Lester - ahould act as the inter-
aediary. (2) If I accept it should be with t he di1tinct underataodiag 
that I'• aerrlng not ae an employee of the l\md but ae an indiYidual 
whoae reasons for :participation in the negotiations emanate troa the 
facts of preYioua interest and effort and entail neither an upresaed 
nor an iaplied obligation on the part or the fund. 

I should prefer being guided by you in this ud 
will wait until I hear troa you before accepting Patton's invitatiOD. 

llr. ldwia a. labree, Preaidea\ 
Juliua iosennld J\md 
Chicago, Ill. 

&Ql)tfa 

Sincerely, 



\ 

J 
I 

llay 19, 1957 

Dear Dr. Hornet Your letter of lay 6th aent to ae 1D Chi-
cago was forwarded to ae by -a:, secretary. 

Though I hate very nch to see you do any-
thing which would aeem to peraanent~ sever your conaection with 
soae of eernce in Georgia, I cannot blame you tor accept-
ing the work you are now doing in laahiagton on a permanent 
baaia. I hope, however, that the tiae will coae •hen you will 
tind. proteaaional and pleasant work a.gain 1D Georgia. I sa:, 
thia in apite of the tact that I ea no longer officially con-
nected with the State Departaent or ariy of the higher institu-
tiOGe. 

If I should by cha.nee get to Waahingtoa I 
ahall be sure to look you up. Ir you come to Chicago please 
be eure to do the 8811l8 thing while there. I,n either eTent 
let•• keep in touch with each other beoauae I should like to 
know what you are doing. 

Dr. Franks. Horne 
709 !leTenth Street, Northeast 
laahington, D. C. 

JCDla 

Sincerely yours, 

J 

J 

• 
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THE RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, 0. 0. 
PllESIDENT 

MR, LOUIS J. HUNTEll 
Tlll!ASUllEll 

THE REV. ROBERT W. PATTON, 0. D. 
DIRECTOR 

THE REV. CYRIL E. BENTLEY, B. O, 
ASSOCIATE DlllECTO& 
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DIRECTOR OP PUBLICITY 

MR. STANISLAW J. MilKIELSKI 
A&CHITECT 

Mr. J. c. Dixon, 
39 .Alden Avenue, N.W., 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Telephone, GRAMBICY ,.3012 

St. Augustine's College Raleigh, N. C. 
St. Paul Normal and Jndumial School, Lawrenceville, Va. 
Bishop Payne Diviniry School Petersburg, Va. 
FortValley Normal and Industrial School, Fort Valley, Ga. 
St. Mark's Normal and Industrial School, Birmingham, A.la. 
Gailor Industrial School Muoa, Tenn. 
Gaudet Normal and Jndusuial School, N""' Orleans, La. 
Voorhtts Normal and Industrial School, Dcnmarlc, S. C. 
Okolona Industrial School • Okolona, Miss. 

Richmond, Va. 
May 28 ,?' 

TllUSTBES 

THE llT. llEV, JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D. 
THE RT. REV. ERNEST M. STIRES, D. D. 

THE RT. REV. PHILIP COOK, D. I>. 
THE REV, LUKE !.!, WHITE, D. D. 

THE REV, RORLIF H. BROOKS, D. D. 
THE llEV, GEORGE L, PAINE, A, M., B, D. 

THE llEV. WILLIAM H. MlLTON, D. D. 
JAMES H. DILLARD, LL, D, 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L, 

MR. LANGBOUllNE M. WILLIAMS, JR. 
HONOIIAI.Y VICB•PUSIDBNTS 

GEORGE POSTER PEABODY, LL. 0. 
WILLIAM C. RIVES, M. D. 

I received your letter of May 24th on my arrival, after our long 5,000 
mile journey to our school board meeting s, in Ricbmond, Virginia. 
I am trying to catch up wi th an awful pile of mail received here. 
I am delighted to know that you can be with us at our board meeting 
on June 14th at 281 Fourth Avenue , New York. I think that in respect 
for your and Chancellor Sanford's request that t hi s matter be kept 
within our official circle for the present, our President, Bishop 
Perry, will make that s es sion of our boa rd an executive session. 

As previously stated our Board will meet at 2: 30 o'clock Monday after-
noon, June 14th. I f , however, you can arrive about 3:15 it will be 
soon enough. The re a re some p reliminary matte rs not related to the 
Fort Valley question which t he Board Will have to take care of before 
taking up the Fort Valley matter. I shall have to make my report to 
t he Board on the othe r schools as brief as possible in order to give you 
ample time to explain the Fort Valley matter and to enable members of 
the Board to ask you such questions as t hey may desire to ask. I have 
been wondering if it would not be a good plan f or you to bring with you 
a rough outline of the map of the state of Georgia showing the location 
of Fort Valley and the other units of the plan for Negro education in 
Georgia. Do not le t this suggestion burden you. Use your own judgment. 
I merely thought that s omething of that kind mig ht be helpfUl i n 
making clear to them What you, Chancellor Sanford and others have in 
mind. 

I am going to spend a few days at my home near Lindsay, Virginia before 
arriving in New York a round the 8 th or 9th. Please be good enough to 
drop me a line at the off ice,and send a copy to Lindsay, Virginia, letting 
me know that this letter has been received. I am send1pg a copy of this 
letter to the Taft Hotel in New York. 

With be st wishes, a\\ z~.1-1 
Sincerely yours, illffi 

~1,0.~ 
Robert w. Patton. 



June 1, 1957 

Dear Mr. Fan-ot: It is hardly necessary for roe to 
do eo, but I thought that I would 

•rite to remind you to talk to Dr. Patton about the 
matters you, Mr. Embree , and I discussed l ast week. 
It seems to me that it would be absolutel y foolish 
and a waste or the t ime of all or us f or the Ameri-
can Church Instit ute to set up a price or $150,000 
for J'ort Vall.ei . You know the arguments against 
this a'1 -we!i7! do, or eTen better, and i f you 
will be sure to get in touch with Dr. Patton as 
soon as he gets back t o New York it mi ght help quite 
a bit when we get into the meeting on the 14th. 

JCD:1LU 

Mr. Leo Favrot 
o~~ertl Educati on Doard 
4r -.te~4~1 .., tree 'i.. 
New York City 

Sincerel y yours, 

JC' D IXON 



June 9, 1937 

to be conoid.or .bla into:.ef'\t or. fog i)nrt of offici<'.ls of tho Uni -

versit.y of !JeorGi ~, in tn.'dn..:: ov..,l· .... •ort Vall,j,;r .nnc. l:.ln!:in,; it t ho 
)II] • SIAt 

stato oollo&e of neric-ul tura for .. ei.;r.:,e ~. I wi oll I could. talk 

with you r.bout t i1e ii1h:w.t!ori.; if /OU • ..ra ln r..ic li.:.aond WlJ t 1tte 

eoon, pl eaBG dro .> by. .Accor ding t o reports t he officers of the 

Univor 131ty seo a po&e1b1lit7 of t ho otat e ' s ta.kine over i ho pr op-

ert:,, devolo:pi tl£: and. nu.ppot·tin,g it in the future , but t ho:, do 

not soe P..n:f pros-,ect of securing t ile f"if;lll"'o oentionitd., $150. 000, 

1fith which t o pay for it . 

In one senae, it ia perhape e~ectine ~oo L"U.Ch t o nek t he 

Church lnat1tuto t o tlf,ko a c1ft of thi a proport r t o tho st a te ruid 

yet i f it wero turned over t he cnurch would be relieved of tho r e-

cu.rrint; itom of au.:;>~>ort. Thie \'7011.ld. relea oo resource s needed for 

t he develo-,?znent of i3t • .:~';Us tine 's, St. l'a.ul 1 s, Voorheee £m.ci other 

achoola under ~our nup~ort. The dovelop~ent of Yort Val le~with 

1h ru.re..1 life pro1r an 0 is one of tho f1no accom,;;>liahuento or t he 

Chui·cll l nst1 tute i n lfogro educatic,n nnd what ever coiaos of t ho nego-

t1otions I c"ll nat urally pl eanod t o see t his intoroat on t ho part 



of i-ooponsible r.hite officit.>.ls o: t ho ntato in :,rovidinr,; mre :-.p-

for t ho acr.i.cru.l.turcl and induetrin.l trfiinin--: of lfogro 

youth of one of th~ wet.t a.cri'-'U.ltural otat os of t h G Sou.th. 

Dr. Robert l o Patton 
AtleriCt'.l.Jl Church I n~tituto 
2:31 .&'ourth : .. veime 
!Tew loris:, ITe'l't York 

JDU.C 
cc t o Lindsey, Va. 
cc to UIF, Atlanta 

Cordinlli yours, 



MEilORAUDUM ON NEGRO HIGHER EDUCATION IN GEORGIA 

The group of Negro pri"Vate 1ns titut1oos 1n .Atlanta, under t he 

aegis of Atlanta University, are capable of carrying t he high reaches 

of eduoa.tion not only for Georgia but f or t he whole regi.on. of the central 

Soutbeaa't. This group will probably receive increas-1.ne support f'roa 

ohurch boards, foundations, and priTate individual.a and will beccae the 

leader in higher educ6.t1on for this region. 

With the Atlanta grou,p eetting standards and carrying the 

higber branches, t he obligation of the State of Georgi.a 1.s to take care 

or uas education of the lfegroes or Georgia and to proYide professional 

personnel 1n tbe various !'1elds, espec~ to provide teachers tort.be 

c01m1on schools. At the moment the Sui. te i s maintaining three Negro in-

st1 tut1cms whioh are parts of the Geoi,gia Uniftri,ity Sy-ates: the state 

college at Sa'Yallnah and the Junior colleges at Forsythe and Al'baJV'. 

The .state college at SaTaDDAh bas never aat1atactori.J¥ worlted 

out ite prognua or del.iaited 1ts scope. It is properl,y' the state college 

of agriculture and mechanic arts and ehould probabljr liait itselt pretty 

detinite~ to these fields. The aabitiou to deftl.op a large depertaent 

ot general studiea (cOIIIIOD> to almost all etate eolle.gea, especially legro 

state colleges) 1s not wise in itself and is peculiarly- unnecessary in 

Georgia where the Atlanta group of colleges ia prepared to ctar'1'7 liberal. 

art.a and the higher reaebea of university work. Unfortunately, the 

chancellor or the atate univereitq qatea seems inclined to reapand to 

~e continued appeals of the Savannah school to pour 1n increasing aonq 

fl z 
uKlliJ 



Fort vai ley Hi gh nnd Industrial School contributions - --
by Julius Rosenwal d: 

191 :S e 3, 000 

1914-17, Inclusive 
($250 annually) 1,000 

1919 250 

1920 500 

1922 250 

1925 250 

1928 10, 000 

$15,250 

Coutributions b~- Julius Rost.nws.l d Fund 

(For current expense) 

1929- 30 $ ::.,soo 

1930-31 2,000 

1931- 3, l,500 

$6, 000 

(For purchase of library books) 

19~9- 30 (r'ebruary) $500 
Grand Total 

$15 , 250 

6, 000 

500 
$21,750 
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GJ June 17, 1957 

Dear Dr. Pat toni It "as nice of you to ask me to meet with 
your Board in New York on Monday, and con-

s iderate of the~ to gi ve ce t h9 ti~e which they did. No oat ter 
what cay be the outcome of this meeting, I f eel that certain 
things have been definitel y accomplished. le were able to get 
over to your Board the f act that a public authori ty is inter-
ested in the j ob the Institute i s now doing , and is also now 
interested - as far as it is possible to do so - in relieving 
the Institute of much of the load of a local nature. As agreed 
between you, Mr. Bentley, and me in your office fuesday , I am 
to continue my et.forts in connection with thi s probl er:i, keeping 
you informed of the nrious steps I take and ulti!zlo.tely- notify-
i ng you whether there is any definite financial proposition the 
s tate is abl e to make to your Board. 

I find it difficult not to get just a little 
bi t emot ional in connection with this whol~ probl em. I feel 
that the possibilities involved in the proposal are so signif i-
cant as to merit the very C:il"ef ul consideration of the state 
authorities and of the authorities of your organization. Your 
Board probably thought that I was quite dogmatic and opinionated 
as the result of the st ateu1ents I made regardi ng how effecti vely 
Fort Valley could an1 ~oul.d fit lnto a public progra'11 of higher 
education for Negroes in G9orgia. My opinions, howeTar, were 
not t.~0s2 that had grown up over night, but had deTeloped from 
five or six years of increasi ng interest and careful thinking 
and study of the problem. Ass. resul t of this it seems to me 
that the Institute might wel l afford to : eel that it had done 
a job - and a good one at that - when a public authority is 
willing to assume a r esponsibility which has up to the present 
been yours. 

I do not kno~ bat may be the ultimate out-
come. I expect to pr oceed along ths lines you, Mr. Bentl er, 
and I discussed so tranldy until I have gone j ust as far as 
I think I can go. 

JCDa W.U 

Dr. Robert w. Patton 
Am~r i can Church Institute f or Negroes 
New York City 

Very truly yours, 

J• ,, 01 ON • 



June 17, 1957 

Dear l'ir . .;:funt: The meeting wit h t he Board of the 
American Church Institute in New York 

on the 14th was s.n interesting one, .und with the excep-
tion of the fact that I did not cet ver -.f f -3.X' with my 
ner;otiations , a ple s.sant one. Condition;.; were such, o! 
course, t hat I had to app:,·ouch thern with an :;.ni tial pro-
posa l which amounted t o n. r;ift. of the plant t o the s tate . 
As was t o be expected , I found a variBty of opinion in 
the Board. 

! should prefer relating a.11 of my 
exporie11cos to you pecsonally the next time we are 
together, but will -say now that the meeting of ti.'1.e Board 
l eft t he ~holo proposition open, to say the least. 
I t hink there i s a pcssibili ty that we may \tfork out the 
transfer . Froi'i th.a point o: view of the Board, I am 
afraid the..t this is eoing to be conditioned upon .finding 
a considerabl e sum (whose source I do not at presant see) 
with which to recomJ'ense t.11e Institute. 

I expect to be in A.th1-nt.a t he l ast 
week of t his mont.'l. l f' you happen Lo pass t hrough call 
me xo we can get toge thar and I can tall you in detail 
what occurred. 

Sincerely yours, 

JCDzJ,iLU 

Mr. H. A. Hunt 
1520 R Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

• 
J 



,) 

June 17, 1957 

Dear Dr. Coss : I t looked as if I would never f inish my 
conferences with the American Church 

Institute group. lfonday e..ft ernoon I met with t he whole group 
and Tuesday spent much of the day wi t h Dr. Patton and 
Mr. Bentley. 

The confer ences were somewhat of a dis-
appointment to me. About the only E>tatement I can lllbke on 
t he project of trunsferring f 'ort valley to the stat€ is 
that tne matter is still open f or fur ther ne5otiation. 'l'he 
roe.ctions of individual member& of the Iustituta r.ere 
interesting. The business men in the group were t rying to 
realize as much as poea:;ible; the churchmen were talking 
about carrying out the terms of a t rust, the propaga.tion 
of t he gospel• &nd the presence of~ tn0re.l. and 6 n et hical 
responsibility. Dr. Dill:n·d, with t.he church group, feels 
the need f or t he continuance of dcnomi:ne.tional colleges 
which, he se.ys, are interested in character development in 
a way not t o be found in public .colleg,e_s . 

Many questi ons entered into the di scussion. 
Those ment i oned above and, in addition, questions relating to 
t he i ntegrity of state officials, t he ability and willingness 
of the public authority to f inance, whether the need of the 
state f or Fort Valley was real or fancied, and what assurance 
the Insti tute would have that the state would do a better or 
even as good a job as was now being done. Some of these I 
could rui5wer with some certainty; others I .could. answer not 
at all .. 



Dr. Coss - page two June 17, 1957 

I asked for an outright gi f t of the property 
to the state and gave my reasons for doing so. This I do not 
think we shall get. If not, the next step is to make a money 
offer and just now I can't see where it's to be got. 

I f you and Mr. Favrot should get together 
any time soon I wish you would discuss the ~hole problem. Then 
later on, when we can get together , we can talk. 

Sorry I couldn' t stay over another day. 
I'll plan better next time. 

JCD1MLU 

Dr. John J. Cosa 
Columbi~ Univer sity 
New York City 

Sincerely, 

J. c. OrxoN 

t 
r • 



THE AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES 
A Corporation of the Protestant Episcopal Church Responsible to the National Council and to General Convention 

THE RT. REV. JAMES DBWOLF PERRY, D. D. 
PRI!SlDBNT 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
TlU!ASUREll 

THB REV. ROBERT W. PATTON, D. D. 
DIR.ECTOR 

THE REV. CYRIL E. BBNTLEY, B. D. 
ASSOClATE DU.E.CTO& 

MISS ALMA FLEGAL 
SECRETAR.Y 

WALLACE A. BATTLE, LITT. D. 
flBU) SIICR.BTAR.Y 

THE REV. G. WARFIELD HOBBS, D. D. 
l)IJI.F.CTOR OF PUBLICITY 

MR. STANISLAW J. MAKIELSKI 
ARCHITECT 

'.fr . J . C . Dixon 
59 Alden l' venue 
btlanta , Georgia 

Dear Mr . Dixon : 

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Telephone, GRo<EACY ~·3012 

St. Augusrinc's College Raleigh, N, C. 
St. Paul Normal and lndumial School. Lawrencmlle, Va. 
Bishop Payne Divinity School Petersburg, Va. 
Fort Valley Normal and Industrial School, Port Valley, Ga. 
St. Mark's Normal and Industrial School, Birmingham, .Ala. 
Gailor Industrial School Mason, Tenn. 
Gaudet Normal and lndusuial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorhees Normal and Industrial School, Denmark, S. C. 
Okolona Industrial School • Okolona, Miss. 

June 19 , 1937 f!} 
() 

TRUSTEES 
THB RT. REV. JAMBS DEWOLF PBRJlY, D. D. / 

THE RT. Rl!V, P.RNEST M. STIRES, D. D. 
THE RT. REV. PHILIP COOK, D, D, 
THE REV. LUKE M. WHITE, D. D. 

THE REV. ROELIF H. BROOKS, D. D. 
THE REV. GEORGE L. PAINE, A. M., B, D. 

THE REV. WILLIAM H. MILTON, D. D. 
JAMBS H. DILLARD, LL. D. 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 

MR. LANGBOURNB M. WILLIAMS, JR.• 

HONO&A&Y VlCS•PI.BSIOBNTS 
GEORGE POSTER PEABODY, LL. D. 

WILLIAM C. RIVES, M. D. 

I aCT send i n~ for your informrtion a copy of the resolution 
of the Board of Trustees o f the Institute at its meeting on i1onday 
afternoon when you ~ere present and mEde your excellent pre~F,t,tion 
of the rc~sons , as you see them , why the ~~ rt v, t iey s , ft i8~ should be 
transferred to 'c.he co'1trol of the Boe rd ofifiegen 'g 21of : e : tcte of 
Georgie . You certrinl y did your part &d~irc•ly , but as you fully 
understood , our Boerd could not tele ~iy fefinite ection until some 
authoritative propos&l crn be brought before them . 

I had conversation over the tel ephone rith out mutual 
friend, '!r . 1 • l'! . Favrot , yesterd.s:y . He h.s:d plenned e meeting between 
himself , Jrckson Devis and myself for an informal disc~se i on of the 
problem . Conditions p~evented our h&vin~ this informEl talk , but Mr . 
Favrot stated socre of his vie,s over the ' phone . There is one fe~ture 
o~ the case w':lich as far as I could judge f rom Mr . Fevrot ' s conversa-
tion on the ' phone , although thet sub ~ect v~s not mentioned by either 
of us , he &nd perh,jS others have not 6 iven full considerrti on to . 'jr . 
Fcvrot rnd I lid not discuss the fin&ncial recovery of '150 , 000 . 00 
r::entioned in :ny letter to you of ~ky 16th . But Flt'-.0,15 11 I ~'1ink I 
mentione~ it to you in one of our conversrtions , Ir ould lik to call 
your attention to it egain . Our Bo&rd members feel that what I Seid 
in my letter to you is very , very generous indeed es they se~ it , ,nd 
they · re 9°rtic ~trly moved by the consideration th~t ir tbe t 1 ,nsfer 
of the school by t11e C':lurch to t' e St,te is not of f.uff"icient signifi-
cance and importcnce to other educetional corporations interested i n 
public educPtion , to justify sone sacrifices on their ~art , ,hy should 
our group feel that i t iE of such i~portance as to justiff r great 
eacrifice on our prrt . 

in \ ha te"ljer 
proposv} to 
s6roet:1i,ijig to 

Iiy suggestion is that you lundle the matt r 
way you think ~est and \ ithout hurrying ~nduly , briag u 
our Board which is authoritative so t hat tfey i ll ~ifve 
make a decision on one , b..Y or the other . fl\ . 

'!'hE nki ne yo'J. a 16a.in for your f i.r:: jterE,Jttl(J.1 ~n\tion .. 
prPciation of our ?roblem , I &m f"~ w..JJ 

and f\,-
Very 



CoJ 

Rerolution prfcrd tt bot.d of Tr~Fterr ~~etin~ o~ lfflcric&n 
Ch' l r c h I n c t i t '... +, f f o :- ., E" frO E' s on l c n d c : , Jun e ] 4 , 1- 9 Z 7 • 

Robert r . ?btto, , ~irector 

\hcrerr , ~r . J . C. Dixon hrr lJpe~red before ur n~ rx~rested the 

ho9c that tne Fort Vnlley Jorn£ 1 nC:. Inc.11str1, l Elc:iocl r ou::..d be 

the &}ex of ltr educr tionJl system ~n .he StL~e end rEc iv c nuch 

lErger fi~rncicl ru_p?orL th~n ~n ·11 ~rob~bility the Churcn ,ill be 

able to Jroviae , ·nd hos strted his opi n i ons to us , intcrJretin~ the 

plans of the Bo<'rd of heeentr , in : forceful ancl )_per.lint; mtnner , 

therefore bP it: 

RESOL VI D : Thrt thF Borr<l of Trustees of Tne American Church Institute 

for Negroes tenders its th:nks to hr . Dixon for h is able prerentttion 

of this subject and ½ill give serious considerttion to an:r definite 

propos~l or proposrls fr0m the Board of &eeents of the ~t~te of GeorgiA 

either delivered i~ rriting or by ~n cuthorized repre6ent&tive , 

concern i n~ the tr0nsfer of the ~art Valley fchool to the Board of 

Regents of thA 0t~tE of GeorgiF , 

f 



!1r . L. •1 . Fnvrot 
Crrce American Bu ilding 
Richmond , Virctnl~ 

Dear Mr •. f'~.vrot: 

I t~1.on1{At. yo u 1 ;id 'fr. DR vii:; :r. iJht 1.ik-? ta u ave 11 

copt of tr:,€ ltt,le1 tc, &.x· . J . c . fi). e,n .:,i'tor nie t: ~cc,2.l f:lu t 
pr&tentLtion of ~he ro rt Valley N» t tor to our bonrci acd tbe 
rE:.tolutton fJb.tHH.d by o m Bo~ re\ ti ft(, r ~I:r. Dlxc.11 le.ft,. 1 r,m 1 
therefore , enolo3~n~ h co~) o r ~h& lot~~r Lad th e rFBolution 
fer you with tho t~gt TOU giv, llr . tne ~xtr~ 
co py . 

You aeted me on the telpphono yeatord&y wbac is tho 
n,i Y.t r:top. I t1ilJ. l' f>ptrnt whr t I i::,d.d to t~r . Di>-C1r. tht~ uq.r i .ftcr 
ou r Bot.rd iue ting w~dn ht3 called on ,h. Beu tley t.nd me 1n our 
offico . 1 sug£e&ted t ha t tnki ng mJ ~etter to ~r . J i xon of 
16th, a copy of which you hDva doubcles~ seen, au~ bo~is 6nd his 
impressions ct our BoorJ moeting , toccth~ r • itt ~h~t i& noid in 
the resolution herewith , ~nd endeavor t o have an authoritati ve 
propooal brought to our Board so t~at tho7 ~a7 have somothi ng 
either to approve or modify, or reject. •~ I oaid to you , ~d 
to d r . Di&ou , eev~r nl of our Boti rd think t het the t rnns! er 6hould 
be cude under ?roper conditions . Sevnr&l are op~osed , 4Ud the 
other t i x or cevcn are t•sitlng fur t hLc light and c defia ite 
proposit i on . 

~ill you b€ ~ood ~noag~ to mhoY thi2 letter and the 
l Qt t c r to !! r . L1 i ,: <; n i o t~ J' • D £. v 1 s ? 

Ccrdii:.ll:; y ours • 
• 

j 

._______J 
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Rl:ntD:.BNOES 

RT. Rzv. H. J. MIKELL, D. n., 
108 17TH ST., ~. E., ATLANTA, O A . 

ACCREDITED CLASS "A" JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
For The Traininq of Colored Youth 

REFZR.BNOZ:8 

MR. A. J. EvA,.s, 
FORT VALLEY, OA.. 

Mu. G EORGE FOSTER P EABODY, 
SAJIATOOA SPBl:N08t N. T. 

MR. THEODORB J. LSWI8t 
1300 WALNUT ST., PBILA.DSLPBIA.t P.A. 

POST OFFICE BOX 822 

B!ort l!lalley, Oieorgia 

Mr . Raymond Paty 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago,Ill . 

:y dear Mr. Paty: 

i
'-1 RRP /-6_vu1y/f 'Po)°c;z o ·1 

I • - - 1 1-·-;--·-- · _' -i- - 1 
,- --- - i- - l 

He desire to 1 es of some 
well equipped woman carable from ~very angle o t aking charge 
of our ork in Teacher Training . For the past few years we have 
been concentr tinp on that work on the Junior Oollege level i n 
an effort to meet what seens t o be a real need her e in Georgia . 
Bes i oes dir ~cting the work in Teacher Training it seems desirable 
that tnis same person should be principal of our Elementary 
School- six gr ades- in which the stuLents t aking the Teacher 
Tra inin ; course <lo their practice tea ching . We should ex1,ect to 
have much of the teacher tra ining class work done by other 
instnuctors in the Junior Colleee and pl~n to give the teacher 
in chHr ge suffici ent help in tne MBnagement of t he Elementary 
School. ,'le desire to secure some one who has not only had good 
academic training but with a background , persona lity and experi~ 
Jnce whicn wi ll command the r es)ect of her associa t es and the 
stu ·ents t ak inq courses under her . She would not of cour se be 
exoect ed to teach any elemRntary school cla~seR tho1tgh i t does 
seem desirable tha t she should have charge of that wo r k s o as to 
be free to use the pupils in the elementary classes and the 
student tea c~ers a~ Rhe thinks be~t . 

\ny asc; i Lta.ncP you can gi ve us in this matter 
will be gre· tly appr Pci ated . 

Si ncerely yo1trs , 

HAH- W .. 
• 



July 7 , 1957 

Dear Mr . Hunt: Mr. Paty is on a western trip, and in his 
absence I &1ll aendinr, you some names of 

people 11ho nmy interest you. When he r e t urns I shall be gl ad 
to give him your 1etter and if he has other suggestions he will 
write you . 

Henrietta Berniece Trawick, 28 years, Director of Practice School 
at Alcorn College, Alcorn, Mississippi. ~iss Trawick has an AB 
from Jackson College, Jackson, i:ississippi, and an AM from 
Atlanta University. Her scho1astic record is good. 

Cleopatra Davenport, 25 years old, Director of the Junior College 
teacher trnining at Okolona I ndustrial School, Okolona, S:tississippi .. 
Miss Davenport has a BS from Alcor n and an MS from Atlanta Univer-
sity. H~r record is good. 

Ella Jana Carter, Piney Woods School, Piney Woods, 3ississippi. 
Misa Carter i s S4 years old. She has only an AB degree, but it 
i s from Iowa Sw.te Teachers College . I do not knou vhethar or 
not she would be a good possibility for the posit ion you have 
open, but she is among the few Mr. Paty selected as prospective 
Jeanes t<3achers, and Mr. Dixon thought she was a ratiler outstand-
ing person when he visited the school earl y this spring. 

Miss Lilliam R. Dawson, Dean of F,dueation at the 
Florida A and M Coll ege , Tallahassee, and Mrs. Elizabeth P. Cannon 
of Spelman College are closel y associated with teacher training 
and may be able to give you additional names. If we can bs of 
a.ddi tional service pleRse do not hesitate to call on us again. 

MLU 

Ir. H. 1. Hunt 
Fo;U(3.P,ey Normal School 

~ ~t-vafi°'ey-;'·~~ 

Very truly yours, 
MARGARET L. UTLi.l 

Secretary to Mr. Paty 

ti 
)inm ,,. • 
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August 19, 1937 

J)()ar Dr. Sanford: You must think that I run a torribl y ur.-
businesslike person, fo~ I promi sed in 

May, before I went to 1.e~ York to attend the meeting of the 
Board of the American Church lnsti tute, that I would report to 
you in Atlnnt£L after that meeting. Fro~ tho aeetinr I came back 
to Cb.ica&o and ret'.lrmd t o Atlanta t,bout the ~3rd of June, frol:) 
which time until just a few d3.ys bef ore I left 'there on Monday 
of this week I ,as so thoroughly i.nvolved with doctors ond 
hospi ttls tba t I did not have an opportunity to see any one . 

I did, hovever , drop into your office after 
having called you on Fride.y of last week, and talked with Mr. 
Siebert. To him I related the experiences I had with the Church 
Institute Board in He~ York, and tried to pive nim some idea of 
what I thought the possibili tiP.5 were in connection with the 
Fort Valle:, p1·oposi tion, a.rrt wba t should be the next steps of 
the Board or Regents (if t.ny) s.nd of any one 1'!ho was interested 
in the proposition (such as mysel f ). 

As I told Mr. Siebert, The Board of the 
Ina ti t:i.te see."led to be willin!' to relieve itself of the respon-
sibility and the obl i gation of operatint ?ort ~alley. At the 
same time it was quite apparont that they wanted so~e fiooncial 
remunarat.i on i'or the inves~ent ~.hich the Instit.ute itself ha<! 
made at Fort Valley. The important thing is that they were and 
are willing to agree to the transfor of Fort Valley as an insti-
tution and as a plant to the State of Geor gia to be operated by 
the atate as a public ~ducational institution for Nozroes . They 
would not, however, want to sea this done without feelinp that 
the state, i.e., the Board of Regents , had a fairly definite 
concept as to tho place Fort Vall ey was going to occupy in the 
whole scheme of e ducation in Goor gia, and I be~ieve neither you 
nor I would fail to agree with them that this is not an unreason-
able attitude. I tried to indica to to thel!l th.at the state was 



willing and eager to develop an adequate progra~ of higher educa-
t ion for Negroes, and i n doing so I pointed out to th.em what you 
are doing at SaTanoah,. and your of't-expressed intention of devot-
i ng the thought and consideration necessary to develop ad8'iuate 
and r flputable programs at t he other state institutions. 

Some members of the Board asked me a very 
pointed question - the question which fortunatel y you aud I bad 
discussed previously. I was asked what the state would do with 
l"ort Vall.ey if the American Church Institute wer e to convey it 
to the state. I very carefully refrained from making &ey spe-
cif i c or definite answers to such a ~uestion, but pointed out 
tha t you have already discussed the advisability of havin; made 
a var; careful analysis of' public higher edu ca tion for Negroes 
in Georgia, and that out of t his an:tlysis or survey, if you ~ish 
to ctll it such , tha Board o!: Regent s as a s tate authority Y;ould 
very l i kel y develop a. coherent program for Negroes on t11e college 
l evel. 'fhis s eemed to mee t 71'i t.'1 th~ uppr ov!i.l of t hs :'lembars of 
the Board, anii all of t hem were very frank to s ay that i f they 
could feel that the stat e was goine to continue make a definite 
effort i n thi s ar2a , the:, woul d be l!IUCh more i nclined to :fsvor 
th3 ?reposition whi ch I oade to the::i . 

This brin6s us to the point of t his letter. 
The Amer i can Church I nst itut e is not going to convey the real 
estate of the li'ort Valley 1:lor ma.l and Industrial I ,1s ti tute -to the 
St a te of Georgia Ni t hout somG ma terial r emunera tion. 'fhe Board 
of Regents is unable !ind would vary l ik!3l y bG um,ii se t o purchase 
this p_ropert,y . It. can, !:lo.:ever , be purchased for the Board by 
outside agenci es, and us far a s I can boat the present ti~e is 
to say that thi s is baral y possible . .in sayint this, ho.Jover, 
I wish it distinctly unde1·stood t.i:la t I llUl making no com.':rl tment 
for the organization with l,hica I 8.Jll conn~cted or for aey other 
phi lanthropic board. Before t his could be done, however, and a s 
stated above , befor e the American Chur ch Institute would be 
agreeable to the transfer, it, would not be a bad idell to be abl e 
to say to the lnstituto and to others that such and such i s the 
specific definite progr~~ of higher education for Negroes in 
Georgia over & period of the next few years or a decade. 

This gets back i mmediately to the discussion 
that you lind I had rel~tive to the advisability of your appoi nt-
i ng a com..11ission or committee to s tudy the Negro colleges in 
Geor gia, both public and private, and to recommend to the ?card 
of Recents as a guide f or future development~ program specifi-
cally for the state colleges, but till into consi,deration at 
the same time the pr ogram or the priva and denominational. 
schoolB. LI.I 

l /, 

ufilfil· 



Do you not think, then, that i t would be 
a good i dea t o organize a staff f or studyi ng the l egr o colleges 
as soon as you c&n get to it, and get i t started on the job? Th~ 
~uicker thi s is done the quicker will we be abl e to have a defi-
nite statement to make to the Church I nstitute. This is what I 
wanted to talk t o you about when I went· to your of fice last we ek, 
and if you think it feasibl e~ I woul d like to h11ve Mr • .Elnbree 
go to Atl anta with ma some time after the 15th of Sept ember f or 
a conference wi th you regnr<ii~-; the latter question. I n view of 
t his, however, won' t you please write me both what you thi nk 
ought to be done, and what you think the Board of Regent s • ill 
be willing to do? 

J CD:MLU 

Dr. s. V. Sanford 
Chancellor , University System of Georgia 
• tls.nta, Georgia 

Very truly yours , 

' C. DIXON 

I 



August 23, 1957 

Dear Dr. Patton: I had hoped to get back to New York 
befcre ee.rly fall so th.at I might 

have a~ opportur-.i. ty to talk further with you and ~r. 
Bentl 9y ~bout th~ Fort Valley matter. I t appears now 
quit e unlikel y tha. t I shall be abl e to do this, so I 
a !l! writing. 

The more I go into the matter, the 
more aro T. quite certain faat we are not goi~, t o find 
i l 50, 000 or aeywhere near that sum to hive to th'3 St?ite 
of Georgia with •hich to purchase Fort Valley. In fact, 
even i f the money coul d be found, I do not have the 
feeli ng fuut it is the best thing to do. 

Fort Vull ~y is an above-average 
iz:sti tution. You o.!rl I both knov. this , but I can not 
hel ? wonderir.g if it ~oul d have been such a n insti tu-
tion had 1 t not been for the contrUnitions -.nade by the 
Cemral E-ducati on Board and by t.½e Rosenwa11 fund. I do 
not , i n f act, thi n.'I( it unreasonabl e to say t hat it l>ould 
not hav-e been anything like the i nstitution it i s today, 
Those t wo organizations were not interested p~rticularl y 
i n the ,\:r.e r i can Church I ns titute; they were i nterested 
!.n the type of service and the area of service rendered 
in Georgia, and speci ficully around tha Fort Valley 
institution. To carry the idea ave~ further , they wer e 
interested in the education and the improvement of the 
Negro of that state, and ot other nearby states. At the 
t i.me they mude their appropri ations to Fort Valley they 
did so l argely because t hey reco,:nized the very gr eat,_ 

• 



iMdequacy of public higher education. I doubt, in fact, 
whether the Ccener al Education hoard or the Julius Rosen-
wald Fund ~ould hsve appropriated the ~1751000 to ~200,000 
tb.ey did t.o Fort Valley had these t 'Wo organizatiom1 
felt that tha s to.te r,as doinc e.n ade~uate job. If you 
will talk wit~ representatives of both foundntions now, 
I think you will find that they have the feeling that 
the State of Georgia now re-ali:tes moM than ev~r before 
the large responsibill ty resting upon it in connection 
w1 th tho Negro institutions . I think you wil l find fur1-
ther t.11at the officers of both of these organizations 
believe th~t the Bo~rd of Regents of Georgi a is now 
ready to deYelop its colleges for Kegroes :.is they ought 
to be developed. To be very specific, ther e is a bare 
possibility - and it i s only a possi bility - mat I mi ~ht 
be abl e to fiad 925,000 to $40,000 with which to reimburse 
tho American Church Institute for 1 ts investment i n Fort 
Valley. Unfortunatel y I do not sac a ~ source from 
which funds could bo secured to rei:nburse ei the:t• one of 
the foundi.,.tions ·shich have together put aa much into 
Fort Valley as has the I nstitute. But I .feel sure that 
tho foundations - far from feeling that it is a sacrH'ioe 
't.o have their investments in this institution go to the 
state - believe that t.~a t 1tould ba t.he beat possible ruse 
of those investaents . 

Now the question coming out of this 
is: had I better give up the idea of the tranzfer of 
Fort Vall ey to the State, and persuade the Chancellor 
to go full steam a.head with t..'lo develop:caent of Fo:c·syth -
n.s 1 t :'Ill.Wt be i f we do not work out t.ha other oatters -
or should you, »r. Bentley and I get together for further 
conferen.ce, probably •~th flr. Embree and Ur. Fattot? 

$incerely yours, 

JCD: MLU 

Ur. Robert ~. Pstton 
American Church Ins t i tu ta for I,egr oes 
281 Fourth Avanuo 
New York City 

cc Mr. L. M. Lester 

JC. D IXON 

e 
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THE AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES 

A Corporation of the Protestant Episcopal Church Responsible to the National Council and to General Convention 

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
THE RT. KEV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D. Telephone, GRAMH.CY ) -3012 111.USTEl!S 

PllESIDBNT 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
TllBASUllBll 

THE REV. ROBERTW. PATTON, D. D. 
D11lECTOll 

THE REV, CYRJL E. BENTLEY, B. D. 
ASSOCIAT11 DIJlECTOll 

MISS ALMA FLEGAL 
SECJ.llT AllY 

WALLACE A. BATTLE, LITT. D. 
FIBLD SBCIJITAllY 

THE REV. G. WARFIELD HOBBS, D, D. 
DlllECTOR OP PUBLICITY 

MR. STANISLAW J. MAKIELSKI 
AltCHITECT 

Mr . J.C . Dixon 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Mr . Dixon : 

St. Augustine·s College Ralei&h, N. C. 
St. Paul Normal and Industrial School, LawrencC'rille, Va. 
Bishop Payne Divinity School Petersburg, Va. 
Fort Valley Normal and Indnsttial School. Pott Valley, Ga. 
St. Mark's Nonnal and lnduscrial School. Birmingham, Ala. 
Gailor Industrial School Mason, Tenn. 
Gaude1 Normal and Industrial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorhees Normal and Industrial School, Denmark, S. C. 
Okolona Industrial School - Okolona, Miu. 

August 30 

JCO 

THE 11.T. REV, JAMES DEWOLF PJ!llJlY, D, D, 
THE RT. REV. ERNEST M. STIJU!S, D. D. 

THE RT, RBV. PHILIP COOK, D, D, 
THJ! REV. LUKE M. WHITE, D. D. 

THE RJ!V. ROELIF H. BROOKS, D. D. 
THE RBV, GEORGE L. FAINE, A. M., B, D. 

THE RBV. WILLIAM H. MILTON, D. D. 
JAMES H. DILLARD, LL. D. 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 

MR. LANGBOUR.NB M. WILLIAMS, JR. 
IDBNTS 
DY, LL. D. 
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Dr . Patt on v; ill soon return -an-d,-~ ¥fe""l" ·yo'\i'r"'•~ ooff "'1etter of 

August 23rd and I am going to let him answer it in any way he will. 
But there are two statements in your letter which I think require 
some comment in order that we may see clearly in this Fort Valley 
question. • 

The first one occurs in your second paragraph in which y ou 
say you do not know where you can find $150 , 000 or anywhere near that 
sum to give the State of Georgia with which to purchase the Fort 
Valley School . What I object to i n that statement is a word that has 
crept into conversations with you before regarding this whole matter . 
The word is " purchase . " I am sure you do not mean to use that word 
in the way it is l i able to be understood for the Institute has no idea 
of selling any interest it may have i n the Fort Valley School . If it 
had such an idea there is just enough trading inst inct in me to ins i st 
on the price being about $2 , 000 , 000 i nstead of anytrting like the figure 
of $150 , 000 . I am sure you understand th i s , but> being a trader by 
instinct, I can ' t help but bring it to your attention . The whole point 
in asking any restitution for the funds the Insti tute and the I nstitute ' s 
other supporters have put in Fort Valley is to discharge a trust , in so 
far as we may , not only to people who are living but also to those who 
are dead and cannot protest any change that may be brought about by the 
school departing from its affi liation wi th the Church through which , if 
not for which , they gave funds f or the institution ' s material fabric as 
well as support . I am sure, again , that you understand it and sympathi s e 
with my trLder 1 s point of view in this matter . 

Your third paragraph contains much thoughtful com~ent and I 
personally will quite agree that the General Education Board and the 
Rosenwald Fund have been large contributing f ac tors in the greatn ess 
and the fine service to the Negro people ~hi ch are embodied in the Firt 
Valley School and i ts program , but it beh6oves me tq r a i se the quest~on 
and ask if all institutions helped by the same amopµt of money from the 
G. E . B. and the Rosenwald Fund as that given to For~ Valley are as 
great i nstituti ons as Fort Va lley? Arrlthe further ef,µest i on : are they 
great s i mply because of the large financial a id tiUkjJi have received ? From 
the Institute ' s standpoint , I am sure that our only i nte'res--t in Georgia 
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i s the educat ion and the i mprovement of Negr oes in that S t ate , couple d 
wi th the thought that i n order t o educ a t e a nd imp r ove that race we must 
c arry on an inst i tution which will win the respe c t , coop e r at i on and 
support of white people in Geor g i a i n or der that the trai ned Negro may 
have an opportunity to use and develop his abi l i ty . I n thi s l atter 
statement I think you wi ll agree t hat the I nst i tute ha s a more well 
rounded program of educ&t i on than the a verage financ i al t r ust c an hope 
to have . I think you will also agree that some of Fort Va l ley ' s great-
ness must be due to personal i ties e i ther withi n or wi thout the i nst i tu-
t i on , or both , who have gui ded and adv i sed i ts course wi sely and well . 
Therefore I believe most thoroughl y and sinc erely that the Fort Vall ey 
School i s g r eat because of all th e se fa c tors a n d we can al l take cr edit 
and be p roud of the share we have had in maki ng the school one of such 
great value . 

All I have said above is from my 0wn viewpoint entirely . The 
Institute ' s ~ork is to render a servi ce i n the n ame of the Episc opal 
Church and provide a channel through whi ch members of that Church may 
demonstrate their chr i stian i nterest i n the Negro race . I , therefore , 
feel that our program has little or n othing to do vith making 
Episcopalians and is j ust as disinterested from that point of vie~ as 
are both the General Education Board and the Rosenwald Fund . Yet we 
have certai n trusts and obli gations to di scharge and we are placed in 
a position where our income must of necessity be derived mainly from 
one source , whi ch is the membershi p of the Epi scopal Church . We are 
using that income for publ i c education in spite of i ts limited source , 
so 1fro~ my poi nt of v i ew J secular funds and trusts for publi c education 
with the i r larger r esources of income and influence shoul d catch the 
perspective t he I nstitute has , recognize i ts obli gati ons a n d be wi lling 
to help , wherever they can conscientiously , a corporat i on like the 
Institute to carry on its educational work when ~he matter of a transfer 
of a school from religious to secular control ar i ses . 

As I said above , this letter compri ses only my personal opi n i on 
and Dr . Patton ~ i ll wri te you off i c i ally u p on h i s return t o the office 
in a few days . I hope that what I have sa id wi ll clar i fy f or you my own 
attitude on this whole matter to avo i d mi sunderstand i ng i n any further 
conferences ~e may have . 

~ith warm personal regards and all good wi shes , I am 

CEB : AF 
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I n Miss Flegal ' s behalf , since your letter of 
August 26th was addr essed to h er , and in my own behalf , for 
your kind letter was really i ntended for me , I am wr i ting to 
thank you for your l etter . I appreciate your gratification 
tiat I should have had , through the k i ndness of a fri end , five 
weeks of complete rest overseas . You are quite r ight t h at I 
was badly in need of getting away from the many problems and 
respons i bilit i es which have weighed heavily upon me during the 
last two or three years , during wh ich I had not had a real 
vacation in which I c ould escape from them . 

I am wr i t ing thi s mereu to express my sincere ap-
preciation of your kind note . 

I have a l so received s i nce my return your letter of 
August 23 rd i n regard to the For t Va lley matte r. I shall write 
to you in r espon se to that letter at an early.date but may be 
so crowded with the many things that have fallen upon me since 
I returned that I may not be able to ~rite that lette r i mmedi ate -
ly . I have read your letter in regard to Fort Valle y ~ith much 
i nteres t . I do no t hesitate t o say that there is n o r eas on as 
yet why we s hould abandon our con s iderat ion of the proposal to 
turn Fort Va lley over to State control . There are some considera 
tions from our viewpoint rhich it i s evi dent you do not fully 
understand . I hope that re may clear these up in the future . 

I am l eavi ng for Lindsay , Virgin i a today or tomorrow 
to spend a f ew days vith my family and attend to some other 
matters in Virginia but wil l be back in New York the middle of 
September . 

With kind personal regards i nd best j rishes , I am 

RWP : AF 

/' 

Very since~Jiw, 

~t).P~. 
CC to Chicago Robert V• . Pa.tton 
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Dear Mr . Dixon : 
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Your letter of August 25 r d i n regard to the transfer of 

For t Val l ey to the authority of th e State of GPorg i a was rece i ved 
a few d ays ago aft er my r eturn f rom a vacati on . abroa d . There are 
several statements i n your letter , i ncluding the one Mr . Bentley 
took exception to i n a letter to you ~r i tten bef ore my return , about 
wh i ch we c ould probably argu e i ndefin i tely wi thout comi ng to agree-
ment . But , as such a dis cussi on would c ontribute nothi ng to the 
solution of the mai n quest i on , lets be merely go od friends try i ng t o 
~ork out a difficult probl em i n the r i ght way e nd in mu tual confidence . 

The Inst itut e most sin c e r e l y apprec i ated the a ppropriations 
t o For t Valley i n past years by the General Educat ion Board and t he 
Rosenwald F und . Th ose appropri at ion s , h owe v e r , wer e made f r om f unds 
g i ven f or education years ag o by men of great ~ealth . The Trustee s 
a nd offi cers of these fo undati ons d o not have t o rai se t he i r ap-
propriations by appeals to ind i viduals . They simply spend the money 
they c ontr ol as trustees who have full discret i on . Our case i s whol ly 
different . Nearly al l of our funds are c ontr i but ions f rom indi v i duals 
f o r specific ob j e c ts . I t does not seem that i t ought to b e d i f ficult 
for a ny one t o dis c ern th e d i f f erence i n t h e cha r a cte r of t h e r e -
spons i bi l i ty of t r uste e s administe r i ng f unds of the l e tter t ype and 
those a d min i ster i ng f unds of the f ormer t ype . 

I n the conclud i ng paragraph of your l etter you ask whether 
y ou had better give up the idea of the transfer of Fort Va l ley to the 
State or whether we should get together for a further c onference , I 
reply that I am convinced that we should have another c onferenc e at 
some mutually convenient t i me th i s fall, probably af ter the General 
Convention of the Episcopal Chur ch which meets in Cin c innati fr QJll 
around Oc tober 6th to 20th . 

Some of our Board are still absent . As ~r . Bentley and I 
hav e engagement s meantime in s everal sections of ~fie c ountry , we 
think i t would be v ery des i rabl e t o have the oppd'l(-t_ ~n i ty to c onfe r 

]i 
"' 
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with at l east a ma j or ity of our Board before you, Mr. Bentl ey and I 
and per haps , as you suggest , Mr. Embr ee and Mr . Fa v r ot , c onf e r a gai n . 
If y ou think it important to meet at an earli er date i t might be 
possible to arrange i t . 

rith warm personal regards , 

Sincerely yours , 

Robert W. Pa tton 

RWP : AF 



September 7, 1957 

Dear Mr. Bentley: Probably both of us are traders. 
At l east one woul d th.i nk so from 

the type of letter we have been exchanging. As a 
matter of f act , I feel, however, that that is true 
of neither of us because we both want to do what in 
our reasoned j udgment is the best thi ng for the edu-
cation of the Negro youth of Georgia. The dif:ficulty 
we are facine, of course , and will contim1e to face , 
will be in arr iving a t a common understanding of what 
that best thing is, and in arriving at some riethod of 
consummating what may be agreed upon as the best pro-
cedure. 

Perhaps l express myself poorly , 
par ticularly when I try to put my thoughts on paper. 
For this reason I think I ·1,ould rather have a confer-
ence with you and Dr. Patton than to try t o write 
further. Viill either or both of you be in your office 
in New York during the last weeks in September or the 
first week or so of October? I f so, I may find i t 
possible to get there f or a conference. -

Very truly yours, 

JCD:MLU J. C. DIXON 

~r. Cyril Bentley 
A!'t.erican Church Institute for Neg oes 
281 Fourth Avenue 
New York City ;J{l 

L~f• u.mr 
J 
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Dear Dr. Pat ton, I am. at'r&id that we will not get very 
far in our negotiations on F9¼:~ Vall..9_ ,j 

if we 1i.mi t them entire~ to correspondence. , or Uia? 
reason I am going to make an effort to see you and Mr. Bentl ey 
some time within the next month or two. I have a feeling 
that 1f you, ltr. B enUey, one or two other people and I 
could get together for a brier conterence we might draw our 
deliberations down to such a definite point as to make it 
poesibl e tor us t o talk in concise terms. 

I have already written U.r . BenUey to 
this effect and have suggeated that it might be better for 
us to have another conference before very long. I f you find 
that you arc going to be in New York during the Autumn and 
rlll let me kn01f the approximate dates of your presence there, 
I will try to arrange to see you some time when I run in the 
city. 

JCD:ULU 

Dr. Robert lf. Patton 
Amer i can Church Institute 
281 Fourth Avenue 
New York q1ty 

tor Negroes 

I 

Very truly yours, 

J. C. DrxoN 
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M.D. 

---- • A • ')) . ! Dear Mr . Dixon : : •••• ·--~-~-.._ _ __ 14_ ,, - . 
: (}J f ;., 1 -- vt r · --1, ·-~--~- ..... ; , 

Please consider this letter as~~fii115plffi!t..,.~ r.y __ an_d a part of my 
letter of about a week ago , the one a c knowledging your lett'e'r·· of pre-
vious date rel at ive to the proposal to transfer Fort Valley to the 
a uthority of the State of Georg i a . I think I should have said the fol-
lowing in my former letter , but my brain , never e v en under most favorable 
c onditions being anything to boast of , was when I wrote to you at a n 
exc eptionally low register , due to suffering at the time f rom a vic i ous 
malady contracted on board ship . 

The point is that if ~e a r e to bring this matter to a decision 
by our Board , Mr . Bentley and I must have a definite proposal to present 
to them . /Is I recall your letter , v1hile recovering here i n the c ountry 
from the malady referred to , you sai d something about as follows--
11 There i s a possibility of securing from $25 , 000 to $40 , 000 to compensate 
the I nstitute in part ," ie in the event of the Transfer of t he school to 
t he State . While either of tr,ese sums i s rat her far below 'lJhat our 
authori t i es hoped f or , in order to fulfill the Instltute 1 s responsibility 
to our Church authorities in the State of Georgia and others , something 
of which we have expla ined to you in conversation , I express the personal 
opinion that i f you wi ll make a definite proposal of $40 , 000 there is a 
chance of getting favorable a ction . I have no authority to say this , bu 
I beli eve I am justified in saying it . I &m p r esuming to say it s i mply 
because I know that in the last enalysis the de cis i ve f act or with our 
Board will be what is their duty in the best interest of Negroes in 
Georgia , consistent with the Institute 1 s obligations to our associates . 

But as ~e have explained to you in Mr . Bentl ey ' s end my c on-
versations wi th you , the Institute is not ent i rely free in t~is case . 
There are certa in obligations to other interested parties which we are 
bound to recognize . I hope therefore that you may be abl e i n the iear 
future to send us a definite proposal . M.eantime , i -i a quiet .51.ay, we are 
taking up with those who have g i ven the largest sums for the devPlopment 
of Fort Vall ey, whether they will consent that th7ir11tnvest en~ ~iven :fj~r 
a church s chool may be transferred to the fta.t.e , 1.f /4UJ authorities ded 1de 
t hat it should be d one • l1illf \J / 

~ '¾-
\ \tt' 
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When Pe have something definite from you we c an call a meeting 
and ask for action by our Board . 

You understand , as hrs been several times emphasized , that in 
any case we must retain a limited tract not exceeding ~\o or three acres 
for religious activit ies . 

With kind personal regards , 

Sincerely yours , 

Robert~ - Patton 

CC to Atlanta , Ga . 

• 
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Julius Rosenwa~d Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinoi s 

Dear Mr . Di xon : 

T1UST2ES 
THI! RT, REV. JAMES DEWOLl' PERRY, D. D. 

THE RT, REV, ERNEST M. STI!UlS, D. D. 
THE RT. REV, PHILIP COOK, D, D, 
THE Rl!V, LUKB M, WHJTE, D. D. 

THE R.EV, ROELi!' H. BROOKS. D. D. 
THE REV, GEORGE L, PAINE, A, M., 8. D. 
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MR. LANGBOURNE M. WILLIAMS, JR. 
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GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, LL, D, 
WILLIAM C. RIVES, M. D, 

Many thanks for your letter of September 7th 
and I am gled thst you agree that ~e &re both trhders . 

Dr . Pat ton and I \. ill both start off" on s pes k -
ing enga6 ements but it is possible that we will be back 
here the l2st ~eek in September i f you des i re to confer 
wi th us at th&t t i me . 1.e have our Gener&l Convention i n 
Cincinnati beginning on October 6th &nd that wi ll keep us 
out there ~ from probably the 3rd or 4th of Oc tober to 
around the middle of the month . I suggest , therefore , 
that if you can see us the lest Feek in September you let 
us hear from you soon . Dr . Patton is due back in the office 
tomorro~ Lnd ¼ill be here a dcy or so before he leaves so 
an immediate reply to t~iE letter regarding a conf erence 
here the last ~eek in September rill cvtch him ~nd ve can 
a g ree on it at -once . 

Looking forrard to seein~ you, and 1ith every good 
\·,ish , I am 

Sincerely yours , 

CEB:AF 

~t. 
(/ Assoc i ate Director 

• 
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ROBERT W PATTON 

AMERI CAN CHURCH IUSTI TUTE 

281 FOURTH AVEPIDE ;y 
NE YORK CITY 

YOUR LET• R ELEVENTH SATI ,1'ACTORY STIALL PROC..:.CD ON B SI S OF 

SECOND PARAGRAPH C t1 UAKF. YOUR HOARD A DEFI NITE PROPOSAL I N 

NOVEMBER PROCEED or~ BASI S OF FORTY ':'IIOUSAMD ,ONT CCJr1.E TO 

NE': YORK DJ VI E' OF YOUR LETTER UNL~SS YOU TTllUK W'CESS •.RY 

J C DIXOll 

I NST ITUTI' FOR RESE liel:l I ii SOCIAL SCI LNCE 
rr o 
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Ship Radl<>s<am 
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Received at v' q I-
RG93 96 DL = XO NE\1/YORK NY 25 11 02A t f y l 
J C D I XO N = ;1- ' (} 

REPLYI NG WIRE SEPTEMB ER TWEN TY FOUR TH WIRED YOU CH ICAGO 
FROM NOR THERN PEN NSY LVAN IA AGR EEI NG CONFERENCE TWENTY 
EIGHTH UNNE CE SSARY HAVI NG MAD E OTHER ENGAGEMENTS SORRY WE 
CA NT NOW ARRANGE MEET YOU NEAR FUTURE IF YO U DESIRE WR ITE 
ADDRESS LETTER LI NDSAY VIRG INIA WILL GET IT SOME TI ME 
BETWEEN NOW AND OCTOBER FIRST MUST THEN GO TO OUR GENERAL 
CONVENTI ON CI NCI NNATI FOR TWO WEEKS ADV ISE YOU PROCEED 
ON BASI S LETTER OF ELEVENTH I CANNOT PROM I SE HOPE OF 
SUCC ESS ON ANY OTHER BA SI S SINCE EVE N TH AT BAS I S WILL 
REQU IRE I NSTITUTE MAK E DRI VE FOR FUNDS IN ORDER EN ABLE 
US FULFILL OBLI GA TIONS TO OTH ER PAR TI ES = 

ROBERT W PATT ON . 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 

• 
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October 20, 1957 

Dear Dr. Pattona At the time you and l exchanted tele-
grams about my going to Jlew York I was 

at Chapel Ht ll, North Carolina, participating in a conter-
ence or stat3 agents and education officials trom Africa. 
I receiTed your letter of Septe~ber 11 about that tiae. 
I n it you expressed the personal opinion (without maki ng 
it Hn official action, of cour::ie) that your board would 
probably be willing to listen to a definite propos6.l ot 
the amount stipulated in a r ecent letter of mine, and that 
you 1JOuld be willing to submit this proposal regarding the 
transfer of Fort Valley to the State of Georgia to your 
board. 

The main r ea son th& t I wanted to go to 
New Yor k !or a conference Iii th you ar,d .'.fr . Dentley ~lls to 
get our deliberation:, pointed to a specific amount of money 
which would have t o chang~ hands in the trar.sfer of Fort 
Valley to the state, and since your letter of the 11th gave 
me this information, 1 had the feeling t::iat it was not 
Mcessary for me to make the trip. 

Since the exchange of telegrams with 
you I have had an opportunity for further conference with 
the Chancellor of the University Sy:,tem of Georgia, and I 
hope and believe that shortly after the middle .or Noveaiber 
the Chancellor will submi t to you and your board - either 
personally or through someone else - a definite proposal. 
I .may not !lee you until the latter part of November unless 
you shoul d feol i t necessary that we have a further con-
ference. 

J CD:KLU 

Dr. Robert W. Patton 
281 Fourth Avenue 
Bew York City 

Very truly yours, 

J C. D1xo~ 
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THE AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES 

A Corporation of the Protestant Episcopal Church Responsible to the National Council and to General Coovcotioo 

THB llT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PEllllY, D. D. 
PRESIDBNT 

THE llT. REV. ARTHURS. LLOYD, D. D. 
VICE·PRBSIDBNT 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
TREAS UllER 

THE REV. llOBEllT W. PATTON, D. D. 
DIRECTOR 

THE llBV. CYRIL E. BENTLEY, B. D. 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 

TH B RBV. G. WARFIELD HOBBS, D. D. 
DJJIECTOJI OF PUBLICITY 

MISS ALMA FLEGAL 
SECJll!TAJIY 

WALLACE A. BATTLE, LITT. D. 
FIELD SBCJIETAJIY 

Mr . J . C. Dixon , 

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Telephone, GRAMBRCY ~-3012 

St. Augustine's College Raleigh, N. C. 
St. Paul Normal and Industrial School, Lawrenceville, Va. 
Bishop Payne Diviniry School Petersburg, Va. 
Fort Valley Normal and Industrial School, Fort Valley, Ga. 
St. Mark's Normal and Indumial School, Birmingham, Ala. 
Gailor Industrial School Mason, Tenn. 
Gaudcc Normal and Industrial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorhees Normal and Industrial School, Denmark, S. C. 
Okolona lndusuial School • Okolona, Miss. 

Lindsa.y , Va . 
October r2nd, 193'7 . 

julius hosern a ld Fund, 
4901 El lis Avenue , 
Chicago , 111 . 

De ·-. r lfr . ~i xon: 

TllUSTBl!S 

THE RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PEllllY, D. D. 
·THB RT. REV. ARTHURS. LLOYD, D. D. 
THE RT. REV. ERNEST M. STIRES, D. D. 

THE REV. LUKE M. WHITE, D. D. 
THE REV. ROELIF H. BROOKS, D. D. 

THE REV. GEORGE L. PAIN E, A. M., B. D. 
THE REV. WILLIAM H. MILTON, D. D. 

JAMBS H. DILLARD, LL. D. 
MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 

JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 

HONORARY VICE•Plll!SIDBNTS 

GBOllGB POSTEil PEABODY, LL. D. 
WILLIAM C. RIVES, M. D. 

I lea rned onl y a f ew day$ _ago that you h aVe had the incon-
venience a nd pe r hap s t he suffering from a minor opera tion . ~1ea se accept 
my s incer e ~ympG t hy and t he hope tha t y ou a r e a l ready compl e t e ly 
r ecovered . 1 b.m su r e Mr . Ben t l ey ·woul d join with me in this expression 
if he knew of_it and tha t 1 am writing to you . 

Bea rin~ i n mind ~our wi r e suggesting a mee tinf be t ween fur . 
0 en tley , myself, a nd you , &nd per ha p s e l s o with 11.r . hmbree , a nd f.lr . l:' 1..vrot , x.._ 
a nd our inability to conform owing t o t h e early approa ch of our General 
Convention, ~ aw sugf esting some possible da te s for your cons i der a tion:-

1. l,1r . Bentl ey and I could mee t y ou, or y ou and t he othe r 
gen tlemen referred t o , i n l~ew Yor k on November 7th or 8 t h . ~le could if R 
ne cess&ry rema in till the 9th . 

2 . l could mee t you , a nd I h ope fr:r . Dentl ey a lso , a t eolumbia 
Hotel , E: olumbia , s . G., on l,ovember 15th or 17 t h . ~1 e have &n engag-ement i n 
t hat v icini ty on t he 1 6th . 

• 3 . ,l e could meet y ou at Ch i s ca h otel , li.emphis , some day :&!&:±:Wit 
betv,e en ••1onday inclus i ve , Nov . 29 th a nd De c ember 4 t h i nclusive , a nd could 
fix t he day agr eeable t o you soon a f ter hea r i ng f r om you . 

I f none of these su rrest ions a r e pr ac t ica bl e for y ou, we 
may be abl e t o arra nge to mee t a t s ome othe r pl a ce ~n the ba st or South 
i n between t h e da te s mentioned p rovided :th.~ y ou r sugge stions al low ample 
time f or u s to ma ke t h e t rip by auto from t h e ~aux dates above noted . 
Or , if none of the above is pr a c t i c&ble , you may be able t o sugpe st some-
da te a nd pl a ce between De cember 8 t h a nd 18 th . 

A ' i r e ~ i ll c~t ch me at Lind ssy , Va . , until Uctober 28 t h ; 
ca r e of t he Re v . 1'reder i c B. At kinson ~26 ''est Sta t e St ree t , Sharon , .!:' a ., 

Nov . bx 1 s t ; and care of Kev . Don h . Gopel and , Cl eve l a nd he i ghts , 
l:,lev e- l a ndl'. , Ohi o , November 5th . Af t e r t ha t a t f81 F'ourth Avenue , .New XE. 
York . Of course , if t ha s c~t ches you in t i me , a letter ,·ill r ea ch me 

al so a t the ab ove addresses . 
I am my ov•n typist on a r icke t y ma ch i ne he r e i n t )l.e 

country . i ur don t h e looks of thi s l e t t e r . 1 am / endi ng a copy to you:. 
Atl anta address . • 

good 1vi she s , 
'lrusting y ou a re comp l ete l y retftj~ed a nd v"i t h a ll 

Very s i ncer el y , 
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-;;"f; (/ G C DI XON= 
JUL rus ROSE NWALD 'fRIEND 490 1 ELL IS A\lE~ .._; f 

YOU RS TWENTIET H RECE IVE D LJ NDSAY VA FO RWARDED FROLl NEWYORK 
AFTER Ll lNE OF YE STERDAY MA IL ED TO YOU ALRIGHT AS TO YOUR' 

LETTE R EXCEPT PLEASE RE MEMBER AND TELL CHANCELL OR t HAD NO 
AUTHOR ITY TO SUGG EST YOU R SUGG ESTION OF FORTY THOUSAND AND 
sor:1E ARE SAY I NG .THAT FI GURE TOO LOW i N VI EW OF ,OBLI GATI ONS 
TO GEORG IA ASSOC IATE S= 

R VI PATTON ;· 

I '. 

T HE QUICKEST, SUREST AI\D SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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October 25, 19~7 

Dear Dr. Pattona Your telegram came Saturday and your l etter 
this morning. I understood, of course, that 

the figures ll'hich you and I had been mentioning to each other 
were not official a:nd that you were reacting per!onally, just as 
I was reacting personally. I knew that you would want to submit 
to your Board and probably to tb.e Fort Valley trustees any defi-
nite proposal which might be made to you by the Board of Regents 
of the University System of Georgia or by anyone else. You under-
stand, of course, that the negotiations had reached such a point 
that it ~as necessary tor us to begin having some definite amount 
of money in mind, and that I had set this figure arbitrarily 
because I had the feeling of ti:lis need and because I did not see 
any chance to secure a sum in excess of it. 

The meeting of our Board is to be held on the 
13th of t1o'f'ember. On the 16th, 17th, and 18th !!Ar . ~brae and I 
must be in laahville, so I can not see you until after that time. 
I note from your letter that you will be in New York after November 
S. I should prefer seeing you there, so ucl.ess something comes up 
to force an earlier engagement, I think we mig.llt plan to iceet in 
New York some time after the 20th of November. If you do not object 
I shall postpone making a definite engage~ent until after the middle 
of the :uonth. 

I appreciate your expression of interest in my 
physical concii tion. l(y siege with the doctors during the SUllmer 
was not at all a serious one. The inactivity involved wa.s the 
most troublesome aspect of it, and I ai:i now, I think, fulzy re-
covered. 

I am 

JCDsMLU 

With personal regards to you and to Mr. Bentley, 

Dr. Robert W. Patton 
Care Reverend 1'rederic B. Atkinson 
226 lest State Street 
Sharon, Pennsylvania 

Sincereq yours, 

J 



Dear Mr. Dixon: 

October 31, 1937 

Referring to your recent l etter 

saying you would probably meet 

i'Ar. Bentley and me in New York around November 20, please 

refer to my f ormer letter i~ which I gave you our dates, 

and saying we would be in New York only from November 6 to 

8, inclusive , or possibly the 9th. 

Glad to see you in New York or on 

any of the other dates and places menti oned i n my f ormer 

l etter. 

Am sending the substance of this 

both to Atlanta and Chicago. Hope each day brings you 

nearer to perfect health. 

Sincerely, 

Robert D. Patton. 

Hope tnis matter can be brought to a decision one way or 

the other in the near future . 

J 
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THE AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES 
A Corporation of the Protestant Episcopal Church Responsible to the National Council and to General Convention 

THE RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D. 
PllESIDENT 

MR. LOUIS J . HUNTER 
TIUlASURER 

THE REV. ROBERTW. PATTON, D. D. 
DlllECTOR 

THE REV. CYRIL E. BENTLEY, B. D. 
J\SSOCIJ\11' OIRBCTOR 

MISS ALMA FLEGAL 
SBCIIETJ\RY 

WALLACE A, BATTLE, LITT. D. 
PIBLD SBCUTJ\RY 

THE REV. G. WARFIELD HOBBS, D. D. 
OIIU!CTOll OF PUBLICITY 

MR. STANISLAW J . MAKIELSKI 
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281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Telephone, GRAMBllCY ~-3012 

St. Augustine's College Raleigh, N. C. 
s,. Paul Normal and Industrial School, Lawrencerille, Va. 
Bishop Payne Divinity School Petersburg, Va. 
Pon Valley Normal and Industrial School. Fon Valley, Ga. 
St. Marie·• Normal and Industrial School. Birmingham, Ala. 
Gailor Industrial School Mason, Tenn. 
Gaudet Normal and Iodusuial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorhees Normal and Iodusuial School, Denmark, S. C. 
Okolona Industrial School • Okolona, Miss. 

Novembe r 8, 1957 

Mr. J.C. Dixon, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 ~llis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr . Dixon: 

nusTBES 
THB RT. RJ!V. JAMES DBWOLP PBRllY, D. D. 

THE RT. REV. l!RNEST M. STIRES, D. D. 
THB RT. RJ!V. PHILIP COOK, D. D. 
THB REV. LUKE M. WHITE, D. D. 

THE REV. ROELIP H. BROOKS, D. D. 
THE REV. GBORGB L. PAINE, A. M., B. D. 

THE REV. WILLIAM H. MILTON, D. D. 
JAMES H. DILLARD, LL. D. 

MR. LOUIS J . HUNTER 
JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 

MR. LANGBOURNE M, WILLIAMS, JR. 
HONOIA&Y VICB•PAJ!SIOBNTS 

GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, LL. D. 
WILLIAM C. RIVES, M. D. 

Your letter of November 2nd has be~n received sayi ng 
you will write to me after November 20th iff t-he ho-pe-·-of making . . .l 
arrangements to see us in New York or in some p l ace which may be 
convenient. 

I am sure you know that Mr. Bentley a nd I a re always 
glad to see you at any a nd a ll times, but we a re wondering whether 
outside of the personal sat isfaction of conversing together there 
is any good reason for a nother meet ing to discuss t he Fort Valley 
matter. Unless the purpose of the me e ting you sug ges t i s of great 
i mportance , Mr . Bentley and I have so many engagements before 
Christmas that it would be dif ficult to a rrange a date withou t 
cancelling some of our engagements. Of course, if it is very im-
portant we would do this. But a s there is nothing that we can add 
to what we have previously said on the subject I am wonder i ng if 
the meeting you sµggest is necessary. 

We had hoped tha t ere this we would of had a definite 
proposal so that we could a sk our Board to consider it. We a re 
quite anxious t o have this matte r settled one way or the other be-
fore the end of the year. Indeed, the usua l time for our Board 
meeting is between the 10th a nd 15th of December . We are hoping, 
therefore, that we will hav e a definite p r oposal to submit to our 
Board when it meets. I was talking to Dr. Dillard a few days ago. 
He said that he thought the matter should be settled one way or the 
other a t the e a rliest poss ible da te. Can ' t you, therefore, succeed 
in having a p roposal sent us so that we can present it at a December 
Board meeting for consideration. 

With best wishes , ;} 
Very 

RV'P : AF 
CCto Atlanta,Ga. 

·~ ;J~f>iJ];;:. 
Robert r. . Patton 



.. 

November lt, 19~7 

Dear Bishop Mikell: Since I have not had the pleasure ot 
aeeting you I nm going to introduce 

myself before revealing the import of this letter. 

For eight yeors I was a member of the 
statf of tha State Department of Education in Georgia and 
duriD£ the last five of these years I was superviso1· of Negro 
education. In this capacity I worked with priTa te and de-
nominational, as well as with public institutions or higher 
education for Negroes, and was often thrown in contact with 
Mr. Hunt and 11ith the Fort Valley ?Jormal and Industrial 
School. 

In 1952 the Board of Regents promoted 
a very full and careful study or higher education in Georgia. 
'fois report was rightfully quite critical or the public pro-
graa for Negroes and made several very sweeping recolll?lenda-
tions, one of which was eitber· that the at.ate develop a 
strong institution for Negroes in the center of the state 
(at Forsyth, tor exuple) or, ·that it acquire, if possible, 
the fort Valley plant. 

Thia recommendation was only a recom-
meDdation for about four years. In that ti.J:le the Board of 
F.egents managed to achieTe maey ot the improvements suggested 
for white colleges by the survey com:nission. Similarly dur-
ing these four years - •hen I was in the Ste.ta Department 
of Edacstion - I strove to secure on t..~e part of the Board 
of Regents and people generally, a recognition of the need 
of improving all higher education for Negroes in Georgia. 
~r. Hunt, of Fort Valley, was one of my most uctive co-workers 
in this. Together we talked and worked until we felt that 
.we not only could suggest needed changes b t could also 
indicate possible procedures. 



Beginning about 1935 those of us who 
were interested thought we began to see the development of 
an interest in the education of Negroes on the college level -
a development evidenced by the Regents and a part of the 
public-at-large. We mirtured and stimulated t his , urgiJJg 
our Negro frierJds to point to the need for 1 t and st.&.ting 
that fact to the Regents and to the Chancellor whenever 
alld wherever possible. About this time i r. Marion Smith 
came onto the Board of Regents and provided a stimulus which 
had been J1Uch needed. 

In January, 1957, I joined the sta.tr 
of the Julius Rosenwald Fund. This change of official po-
sition has i n no way lessened my interest in Georgia or in 
Fort Vuley. If t here has been aey change 1 t has been an 
increase in interest, but I do find that my ac"tiTity in be-
half of Fort Valley and the state wst be of a different 
type. 

You and I are both interested in the 
program of higher education for Hegroes in Georgia, am in 
the part Fort Valley may play in this program. I shou.ld, 
therefore, appreciate the privilege of a conference with 
you. I shall be in Atlanta (which is still my home) from 
November 19 to about December 1, and shall take the liberty 
of telephoning you for an engagement when l arrive. 

JCDiMLU 

Bishop H.J. Mikell 
108 .East 17th Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Very truly yours, 

J . C. DJXON 

J 
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MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
Tl<EASURER 

THE REV. JlOBERT W. PATTON, D. D. 
DIRECTOR 

THE REV. CYRIL E. BENTI.EY, B. D. 
ASSOCIATE DUlf.CTO& 

MISS ALMA HEGAL 
SECRETA&Y 
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Mr . J . C. Dixon 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Mr. Dixon : 

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Telephone, GRAMERCY ~-~012 

S1. Augusiinc"s Colleitc Raleigh, N. C. 
St. Paul Normal and Industrial School, Law,enceville, Va. 
Bishop Payne Divinity School Petersburg. Va. 
Pon Valley Normal and Industrial School, Port Valley. Ga. 
St. Mark's Normal and lndumial School. Birmingham. Ala. 
Gailo, Industrial School Mason. Teno. 
Gaudet Normal and Industrial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorh~s Normal and Industrial School, Dmmark. S. C. 
Okolona Industrial School • Okolona, Miss. 

De c ember 16 , 1937 

TRUSTEES 

THB RT. RBV. JAMES DBWOLP PERRY, D. D. 
THll RT. RP.V. ERNEST M. STIRES, D. D. 

THB RT. REV. PHILIP COOK, D. D, 
THE RBV. LUKE M. WHITE, D. D. 

THE REV. ROBLIF H . BROOKS. D. D. 
THE RBV. GEORGE L. PAINE, A. M., B, D. 

THE RBV. WILI.lAM H. MILTON, D. D. 
JAMES H. DILLARD, LL. D. 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 

MR. LANGBOURNE M. WILLIAMS, JR. 
HONORARY VICJ!•P&ESIDENTS 

GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, LL. D. 
WILLIAM C. RIVBS, M. D. 

On November 10th , making a brief a cknowledgment of 
my letter of November 8th i n which I suggested that you make a 
def i nite proposal i n the Fort Valley matter so that we might 
bring i t to t he attent ion of our Board of Trustees at i ts meet -
i ng in December , you sai d , "I agree with you that sometime in 
the very near future something definite should be done about 
the whole proposal whi ch you and I have had in mind , and I 
expect to be able to write you in a fa i rly spe cifi c way pri or t o 
t he 10th of De c ember. " 

I have j ust r eturned to my offi ce , to r emai n only a 
day or t wo , after a long tour o f four or five weeks in the South . 
I had hoped that on arriving here I would have fo und your p r omised 
propoAal . Indeed I asked our Secretary, Mi ss Alma Flegal , to 
keep me p osted while I was in the So uth. But there i s nothi ng 
from you . That be i ng the case , our Pres i dent , Bishop Perry , has 
postponed the December meeting of our Board to a later date in 
the new year as there is nothing else on our do c ket which cannot 
wait . 

I s i ncerely trust that you have not again been the 
victim of any physical disorder but if you hav e been , accept my 
sympathy and my hope that you wi ll soon have recovered. 

With best wi shes , 

RWP : AF 
CC to Atlanta 

Sincerely yours , 

~ «J p~ . 
Robert W. Patyon 

--' I 
L '/.. I 

fl]rt 
" 
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Deoe~b•r 17, 1957 

Dear Dr. Pattona 

morning. 

Your letter came in this e.tternoon. 
I h&d already written you this 

So far as I can see, the Regents 
will go through ~ith their negotiations regarding 
fort Valley about as we have planned. We are ready 
to cooperate fully just as soon as we teal that they 
have a state plan of higher education for Negroes. 

It is m.y guess that the survey, 
which Dr. Cocking will direct, can be completed by 
ltarch 1 or 15. Immediately thereafter we - and the 
Regents, I hope - will be ready to move. 

JCDim.tJ 

Dr. Robert I. Patton 
American Church Institute 
281 Fourth Avenue 
Bew York 

Sincerely yours, 

for Negroes 

J 

J 

. 
_ Jl.!'. 



December 17, 1937 

Dear Dr. Patton: Shortly after our Board meeting in 
November I r eturned to Georgia where 

I expected to have r ather extended conferences with 
Dr. Sanford. Unfortunately, however he was ill, and I 
did not get this opportunity until last Saturday. 1<'. ven 
this was a very brief conference, though it resulted in 
some definite arrangements in connection with the program 
of Negro education in Georgia. 

You will please consider this a personal 
note, not an official one, because it is written simply 
to keep you informed of the developments in t hose things 
I have been interested in. 

Our Board, at its November meeting, 
took action which makes it possi ble for Dr. Sanford and 
the Board of Regents to make your Board a definite pro-
position. As I told you and irlr. Bentley, however , we are 
not going to make it possible for them to do that unless 
I can be assured that the St ate of Georgia i s prepared 
and willing to begin the development of an adequate pro-
gram of higher education for Negroes. On Monday, December 
20 , Dr. Sanford, the Chancellor , Mr. Lest er from the 
Division of Negro Education in Georgi a , Dr. Cocking, the 
rew Dean of the School of F,ducation at the Uni~ersity, 
and I have an engagement to meet in Athens, and at that 
time we will lay general plans for the state-wide study 
of Negro colleges in Georgia. The study will be directed 
by Dr. Cocking a nd the School of Education. 

It has taken quite a while to get this 
actually going, but I am confident now that it will 

• 



be done and done properly. It is roy hope that this study 
ay progress •t such a rate as to put Dr. Sanford in a 
position to make your Board a definite offer ~ithin two 
or three months from now. 

The first opportunity I have to tsee you 
or Ur. Bentley I shall go into l'llUCh greater detail than 
I ha.Te in this letter. 

Yay I wish both of you a most happy 
Christmas. I hopa that you ?nay continue long and ettectiTel;y 
to render the great serTice that you have been giving in 
the past. 

JCDsMLU 

Dr. Robert E. Patton 
American Church Institute 
281 fourth J.vemie 
New York City 

Sincerely yours, 

J . r.. D1xoN 

tor Negroea 

J 



Dear Ur. Fawoti 

A tl.anta, Ga .. 
Deeember 21, 1957 

Recent correspondence with Dr. Patton regarding ~•¼,a, 1e quite interesting. I as enelosin.g in this l et ter 
. o a letter I ucei-Yed from him this mo~ and a copy 

ot llf N P~• 

On UoM.9.Y,, December 20th, I •met in Athens with 
Dr. SanfOl'd, Cocking, l,,ester, and COl,lSW- with Pres. Caldwell, 
of the Om:weraity,ard Mr Nix, a ~eaber of the Board of Regents, 
present tor a while. At this tiae Dr. Sanford officially 
designated a.nd Caldwell app.rcmtd Cocking as the director of 
the et~~ hl&her educati on t~ Negroes in Georgia. Sanford 
&Bil Cal.dwell agreed_to t'trnish and all assistance Cocking 
•1.cht aek he ti-011 the Un.i•enit.Y Syd;ea. 

All of us realise the possibilities of such a 
at'ln7.(We ha.Te onJ.1' to l.ook a:t the one ma.de ~r the v:hite 
colleges t o aee SOile or them.) 'i'his being the case ~e should 
110-t ai8S any bete. 

lt seems to B:18 that you., Coe.king, Mr. Embree, 
&1:ld I ( p011sibl.7 t.h-e three of you might sugge s t othffs) sho:al.d 
"take the time,, while we .are in Waahiqton,, to d iscuas the 
poesibiU.Uee of the etudy prett7 thoroughly. l don•t mean 
that we should enn think or te.lllng Cocking ,nat he should 
recOllllelld. a. -woul.dn•t do it, ~how. 

I think we sbal1 be at the Hay-Adams House if 
7 ou care to s.tay there. In a note to lT . Embree tonight I asked 
what he tought, about a conference of the four of us. Re m&7 
write y-ou. If he doesn't one of us will •~e you soon after 
arr1Ti.ng in Washington. 

Blanehe and 
happy Chriateu. 

I wish yqu and lirs Favrot a most 
Li -1t:'f>f' 

Sincere~• Ir.Mil' 

J 
• 



THE AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES 
A Corporation of the Protestant Episcopal Church Responsible to the National Council and to General Convention 

THI! RT. REV. JAMBS Dl!WOLF PERRY, D. D. 
PRBSIDBNT 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTl!R 
TllBASURllR 

THE REV. RO8ERT W. PATTON, D. D. 
orRECTOll 

THI! REV. CYRJL E. BENl'LEY, B. D. 
ASSOCIA TB DlllECTOJl 

MISS ALMA FLl!GAL 
SECRETARY 

WALLACE A. BATTLE, UTT. D. 
FIELD SBCUTAAY 

THB REV. G, WARFIELD HOBBS, D. D. 
DJRECTOII OP PUBLICITY 

MR. STANISLAW J. MAKIELSKI 
ARCHITECT 

281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Telephone. GRAMEllCY ,-3012 

St. AuguS<ines College Raleigh, N. C. 
St. Paul Normal and lnduscrial School. Lawrcncmlle, Va. 
Bishop Payne Diviniry School Petersburg, Va. 
Fon Valley Normal and Indusrrial School, Fon Valley. Ga. 
St. Mark's Normal and Industrial School. Birmingham, Ala. 
Gailor Industrial School Mason, Tenn. 
Gaudet Nonna! and lndusuial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorhees Normal and Industrial School, Denmark, S. C. 
Okolona Industrial School • Okolona, Miss. 

Capitol Eotel, 
Richmond, Va., 

December 21, 1937. 

Mr. J. C. Dixon, 
Alden Avenue, N. w., 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

TilUSTBBS 

THB RT. RIIV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D. 
THE RT. RF.V. F.RNEST M. STIRES, D. D, 

THB RT. REV. PHILIP COOK, D. D. 
THE REV. LUKE M. WHITE, D. D. 

THE REV. ROl!LIF H. BROOKS. D. D. 
THE REV. GEORGB L. PAINE, A, M., B. D. 

THE RIIV. WILLIAM H. MILTON, D. D. 
JAMES H. DILLARD, LL. D. 

MR. LOUISJ. HUNTER 
JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 

MR. LANGBOURNE M. WILLIAMS, JR. 
HONOllilY VICB•PIU!SJDBNTs 

GEORGB POSTER PEABODY, LL. D. 
WILLIAM C. RNES, M. D. 

Your letter of December 17, forwarded from New 
York is just received in Richmond, Va. I am sorry to hear of 
Doctor Sanford's illness. Kindly express to him my sympa.thy, 
and the hope that he is alrea.dy completely restored. 

I note that on a.ccount of his illness and con-
seqt:0 nt delay in the projected study of ?.Tegro Education and 
collateral plans, a defini te proposal to the Insti tute in the 
Fort Valle~ matter will be delayed two or three months. While 

~a-ppr~ciat!ng the conditions which have caused the delay, our 
Board feels that the matter should be brought to their atten-
tion as soon a.s possible so that it may be decided one way or 
the other, as too p rolonged indecision is calculated to do more or 
less harm to the school. I think also that in the event the two 
Boards should decide to let the State have the school, the de-
cision should be made as long artr..nos sible before the conclusion of 
the present school year in orderrlne transfer might take place 
before the beginning of another school year. If our Board should 
decide that it cannot relinquish the school, i t is important for 
many reasons that decision should be made as early in the New 
Year as possible. 

no you think there is any likelihood of your proposal 
or t hat of the Board of Reasons being received by February 7th so 
that it may be considered by individual members of the Board be-
fore the annual meeting on February 14th. Of course, if this is 
imprac t icable we can, if necessary , call a special meeting after 
the r egular annual mee ting. At your leisure, be good enough to an-
swer this question at Capitol Hotel, Richmond, va., where I shall 
be off and on for seve r al weeks. 

Mr. Bentley and I reci proc~.te most hep,rtily your kind 
wishes for a Happy Christmas . I thank 1iou from my heart for your 
kind wish that I may continue long and ~ffe ~tiv~ly in rendering 
what you°t:gene r ous enough to call the 11g~eat lserv,t cl that I have 
been giving in the past. Wi th every g)od wish ~l~m both of us, 

SincPrely your s , ,, ~11J. P~ , 
Robert w. Patton. 



Atlantd, Georgia 
December 25, 1957 

Dr. Rob<=>-rt .:. Patton, 

Riclwond, Va. 

Dear Dr. Pattonc 

Docto:r Sanfor,-l ha.s, I th.ink, cct\l.'.llly 
bef;llll the study of highe:r education for Negroes it.. 
Georgia. On Docem.ber 20th I r .. et, upon invitation of 
the Chancellor, ui.th ha, Dr. Cocking, tho ne-~ dean 
oft.ha !:Jchcol o:: e5ucf..t!()n of the Univer eit.y of 
Gdorgia,.and Messrs . Ce,,asins at d Lcater cf the Stat~ 
De_partt;lent cf Edu.cat.ion. At. thia time Dr. Sanford 
official4' s-tnrt,ed t he s tudy •hich is to be dir ect4id 
by DJ:. Cocking. Ir"..r. Cald1rell, ths president c. f ·t.he 
Uz: t vcrs i ty, and no. l'iu:, a n<?mt a.r of the Reg~nts 
•~re with us a part of t he ti.JDe and conc'Ul'red in the 
deeisione. 

cr. Cocid.r.;g .bcr,e~ to c--. m,>lete t.b.e 
st udy in the shortest tiJllo feasible. To this end 
Dr • Sm.£ orJ. aM t:.r . Ctld~e.ll agreed t.o S U; , !;ly 

personnel from the Uci.Yersity sistem so Cocking 
calla £,,r it. ?.1th ail o:f thio bel ; avail.able the 
tt'Ut!y lfhou:!.d be corr;plete within a r ~asonable tae. 
fihat this its, ~wev?I',. I should prefer for Dr. 
Cocking to say. He is a~-a:y on vacation jus~ now and 
I shul ~ :t ae~ him &g-!i.in unti l llbout .January 2nd. 
Co that date I mey be in Washin~~oll. 

ilq I therefore refrain from 
arur:-ering your letter unt il I have had op,,ortunHy 
for ... urther 'talk ,Hh Dr. CockiDif Shor tly after th e 
2nd I shall write you or see you ..,er!!'o~iy . 

Sincerely ,ours , fl 
r([ill1f • 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

/ " WESTERN .,, ' CLASS OF SERVICE SYMBOLS -- DL • Day Letter 
This is a full-rate 

Telegram or Cable- ---2::'_M • N~ht Mes.1aac 
gram unless its de- UNI ON ( 12 ) NL• N~t Letter 
£erred character is in-
dicated by a suitable LC • Dcfettcd Cable -symbol above or pre- NL T • Cable Night Letter 
ceding the address. , A. B . W HfTK N E W COM B CARLTON .I, C~ W IL LEYSR "\ Ship Radloaram 

PIICIIIDllHT CHAlflMAN 01" THE B O ARD l'U18T 

T he filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day Jett.us is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of d5"1-inatjon. 

Received at Atlanta, Georgia A'o~::s 1~.x5 ..;/\, 26 PM 4 I 7 
QA327 44- 4 EXTRA DL DUP LI CATE OF TEL EPHON ED TELEGRAr•!~= 

DY RICHMOND VIR 26 245P U l 
J C DIXON= 

·39 ALDEN AVE NORTHWEST~ 

~OST HELPFUL IN ARRANG ING FUTURE BOARD MEETI NGS AND OT HER 
IMPORTANT ENG AGEMENTS IF YOU WILL Wl RE CAP ITOL HOTEL RICHMOND 
VIRG JNIA MAY WE COUNT ON DE FI NfTE PROPOSA L FORTVALLEY MATT ER 
BY THE END OF MARCH OR SOONER MUCH EMBARRASSED BY UNCERTAINTY 
AND DE LAY= 

RO BERT W PATT OM. 

WESTERN UNION Cl..~ ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXING QUESTION OF WHAT TO GIVE 
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G C DIXOM= 
:39 ALDEN AVE NORTHW EST= 

·T~ANK YOU FOR TELEGRA~ GLAD ALL CO NCERNED FEE L SURVEY SO 
VALUABLE BUT THINK I SHOULD ADV iSE YOU THAT THAT PART OF 
OUR GROUP MOST FAVORA BLE TO TRANSFER UNDER THE CO ND fT IO NS 

PREV IOUSLY STATED FEE L STRONGLY THAT IF TRANSFER IS TO BE 
MA DE IT SHOULD BE DO NE IN TI ME TO ALL OW BOARD OF REGENTS 

TO TAKE CHARGE BEFORE OPEN ING OF SCHOOL NEXT FALL. PLEASE 
WR ITE FU LLY CAP ITOL HOTEL RICHMOND= 

ROBERT \1/ 
WESTERN UNION GIIT ORDERS SOLVE THE PERPLEXING QUES11QN OF WHAT TO GIVE 



.p._ 

d 

THE AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES 
A Corporation of the Protestant Episcopal Church Responsible to the National Council and to General Convention 

THI! RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D. D. 
PRESIDENT 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
TIUIASUllER. 

THB REV. ROBERT W. PATTON, D. D. 
DIR.ECTOR. 

THE REV. CYRIL J!. BBNTLBY, B. D. 
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St. Augustine's College Raleigh, N. C. 
St. Paul Normal and Industrial School, Lawrcocmllc, Va. 
Bishop Payne Divinicy School Petctsburg, Va. 
Pon Valley Normal and Industrial School, Port Valley, Ga. 
Sr. Mark'• Normal and Industrial School. Birmingham . .Ala. 
Gailor Industrial School Mason, Tcon. 
Gaudet Normal and Industrial School, New Orleans, La. 
Voorhees Normal and Industrial School, Denmark, S. C. 
Okolona Industrial School • Okolona, Miss. 

Capitol Hotel, 
Richmond, va. 1 February 3, 1~38. 

TRUSTEES 

THI! RT. RBV, JAMBS DJ!WOLP PBRRY, D. D. 
THE RT. REV. ERNEST M. S'nlll!S, D. D. 

THE RT. RBV. PHILlPCOOK,D, D. 
THI! REV. LUKE M. WHITB, D. D. 

THE REV. ROELIP H. BROOKS, D. D. 
THE REV. GBORGB L. PAINB, A, .M., B. D. 

THI! RBV. WILLIAM H. MILTON, D. D. 
JAMES H. DILLARD, LL. D, 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTBR 
JOHN WILSON WOOD, D. C. L. 

MR, LANGBOURNE M. WILLIAMS, JR, 
HONOR.ABY VICB·PUSIDBNT$ 

GBORGE FOSTER PEABODY, LL. D. 
WILLIAM C. RIVES, M, D. 

Since your communications a few days ago, saying that the 

Board of Regents ,will not be in a position for several months to come 

t o make our Board any definite proposal in the Fort Valley matter, Mr. 

Bentley and I have been going over the situation in a general way. From 

your standpoint and that of the Board of Regents, the following comment 

or speculation may seem entirely beside the mark. But , I am wondering 

why , if the State is going to make a real investment in Negro education , 

under a well ordered and consistent plan, it cannot be substantially as 

well done by completely reorganizing Forsythe, weeding out everything 

th~t is unsatisfactory and objectionable there, and building on that 
foundation. It is in the same gener al territory as Fort Valley and 

one woul d think that a large expenditure such ~s you propose for Fort 
Valley would enable the Board of Regents to ac complish t heir purpose 
about as well at Forsythe as at Fort Valley. If that can be done, per-

haps Negro education in Georgia might be as well , or better served by 
J1.11is~1iv,·ne on. 
proving Forsythe and letting us go wi t h Fort Valley, as there i s• room 

J--

enough for both without any i mproper competition. 

With best wishes , I \ 

Very 
p~ 'j~· •• .., 
-4(, ,.,.z. 1 ~ -

sinverely yours; 
~«).p~ 

Ro_bert w. pat on. 



FJb~ry 7, 1958 

Doo.r Dr. ?a.tton: '.i'ho :w:iboi·::. of the At:~ricen Church 
Institut~ !\re rcr.sor.e.blo :,eople ~c.d 

I sur3 ~ill unlerstaoo, ap;,rnc· ... te, and o.p-ae to tb? dcley 
in t.'lc :-Oort :tlloy n~ ,.otiatiol'..3 .. hon iou a· ::plr.in to th~m t.i.o 
rea3ons for the clolay and ;;hat it i5 ho_;>ed nnd b:lllevod • ·c.y 
accl'Ue to Cl3 • .agro group us a rc::;ul t o: :. t . 

As offici :ll in the '>t n~ Dopcrt..:iz::t of 
:duc·~tior! for sever .1 70 .rs .:.n::l clurin t:!is past yoa.'!: i1: -'Y 

pras<?nt ~')osition, l h9.vn b-.:icn vit...111 concerned over t..~c l ack 
of u t:J.orcu )1 ;?-:"O~r .'.l:'~ o:: :u. he:::· eclucat.::..on !or ~r.roo::; in 
Goorziu. _'ur~ .;:ocant .1 C Lrs r hr.vo ....... ..: ( •.n otill have) one 
mail.I. int 9re~ t ii. thi.3 field, to r.hich all others r,.re suco.~v.r-1. 
'.i'h:-s int::>re::. t lu.s been to ".1:.."0pc:;o, to ;,op.11. .ri~~, end to . .!Sh 
the Jovolop:1:mt of n coa;>let-'l, .inclusivo, arxl -zll- b"J~!1ced ?ro-
er.:u:x i ~ t.li.:J education:i C-r<;>t.. i n Georgi.:. Un't.:'..l t!n lc.ttor rmrt 
of 1937 it c.ppci:..r~J that a.1.1 I coult. : o .:.n thi!J i?0.5 to porst..ade 
tho :;;t:!..te to develop ::.t least ooo ~de .u'"'te illZltitut:on of ~.::ht:lr 
od~cntion :or ,;,..c:z,oo:J , nnd . O!'t '; .u.ley soo::1cd t,;> b,-, the only 
lo Jc".'!.l. ,laco for t:.i3 dev~lo:,~nt. 

La.ta in l9Z7, ho,;cvar, sevcr~.J. t, .:.r.gn hap-
paood to push uy thin.:in into l.:..rger propor t.ions n,. to cE.tuso 
r..:, t-o sec~ to. "~ark ti-:e 11 on tlu meot_;_e.tions :rou c.nd I h:L 
b~n hovin • About t ,i:, t .i':le - aftcir N?:? tod of.forts ,r .. ,ich 
a,;,a.1·-;)ntly a:-e f .ilu.r'.)S - tho C!!u, cello1· boi:i:.11 to develo? <\n 
inter n t b. w ..;or;;.:.r.. ' .::: ~~cro co~oco •• :; ovidcnce of t:li..... he 
made it po::i:.ible i::e to ~t sovJrtl of tl.1 o:;t int:.uent.:.cl. 
an:1 abl e _,...,b'3rs of th-:, ..,oru:·d of ·•,. __ .:mt:; . ;:i-:; c:.~ ncollor 1~ 
th'l f ..ogent::, - juPt bo!'oro t ho err• oi' 1937 - leciclod t...1.nt (1) t..lc 
st':l.t1 1 ... pro ra: o • h..:..)1cr edaec!tior :or .. .?/'T09~ wus e::tir:?ly 
ioodoq~te; (.:.) the stnt,.3 :::houl.:, .s C'J.icitly .cs 1!p0:::5ibl:J, rJvaop 



r..d ioprovo this pro"TG::tj ( Z.} to this end s:,ould prov-ide : or a 
very c~ro!:ul. av".lyc,is of ;'.l.11 !tif!hor c.dncntion - r,uclic i.,nr: 
priv·.te - f o:r :~groeo, mxl (4.) s .. oulo. ~.n.vo Li~ <l.l .. t:ly~lz (or 
survey) sw .. r:ost , ~,~asor.£1bly lon._; :.;,roj13ction of ~.11!n ';i."o:·'.r v.m 
h:to tlu .futur.r; . B7 n~-1\7 ttnd m·:u:ir.dcd conforencos ,:ri th the 
Chanoollor a r...:l with ~:);,.}'b,:lrr, of his board I t.~s\U'Od . . y s )li" t.."W.t 
tb.ay ;;;;ore sincel'e ir. their e;::presse.J de~ires to hr.v,:., C?oun..1 
rocox1otld,.tion3 !)t'OS-ented to tho ; an.1 to be;;in :;n.·on.otinr. an 
a.1£.qu..:lte p.rocr~ ~ e.~ ~oon ~5 possibla. 

I'ollom.r>..,z sharp on tho hools of this decision lr.r 
t..1~ Chancellor ca::1e the ap...:,oi4Ur-?1.1t of D:!:'. , e.lte.r D. Coeki rie 
ws dottn of tl10 "ci1ool o! .3ducution a.t the Univo ... ·~it:, of G11or:ia. 
"':v ,;n7t:lin_ pointed t~ hll'\ t,..<) t:u, lo;-ic~l -.er ::on to direct t'.:..is 
surveJ·• Th9 Reeents r,4s::.:,d hm t.o study th~ st~te eolloges, 
tt.nd fu.3 :,rivate ard c~eno.:1_r.ationJ. colle(!o:3 o.s!<cd to bo included. 
Cockin.. h i...s pl~r.n.eti t.ii :: -.urvey Y~ey ca.rofully. Ho hZLs t.~<J eo:::i-
pl~ to b..,,cJJ.nJ cm: cooper tior; of Ul<:J Um.vcr·oity fyste'."':, the 

tat-J D:?;>"',i'~1mt of .:duc:i:tior, th:l collo£,;e:: 1 :..ro out.1ido AAencies, 
inel utlin-: th~ f'orm:l-?.t,:!.on.~. Th.i.5, l bellovo, a~s'.;.?'o::;. thn r,roucl."'.-
t.1t.i.on to tho .rlll:gor:ts of as so-..md . !:>t'oc;r &.l '-!l can be davi::;od .. 

This r,. ! r..o-w you . ·ill agr ee, t.:r'-nnce1rls t..li;:os t a..:v 
other co:osiclcr.:>t.ion. ,o koo,. fro, a"':por5.enco \11th tha r,tu.d:r of 
the w\iite coll.v,-;os of' {ieorgia l'\c.a.t f orce o.n:1 pouor such o s~ 
rll' h,-.v:-: :.1r.... hmi' 1 t .till .S?OOd davalo:p:wut. 

I tt.ko it t.1lat you an,l yoiu~ boax 4 arc pl:'j. ":!l.rily 
interc":ltti ... lr. tJ.10 develop.::,cnt o!' P'."iOl-)1'.'.l' r at:.ior t.."i.an ar. i n,;ti-
t:ition ill'.'l'i t:1.:it tilt, c!ovolopci~nt ot o:tt Vcll ey i :l or.ly c. ;:eaoo 
to an end. .t. acsu.r.:ic further th'.it you "n:: you...' bO!!rd az''.') uora 
int,::!ras t0d in t.:10 co-:plo to "'it'O ;r ..!l for th~ ~- .>l:~e or ·t.:vJ : ,:);JI'~ 

t:1an in tt d u:..;le ..-,.s~;~ct 01~ unit of it. Thin i even th.ou.;;;}1 
.L re.all:-.;!'! }·ou:c- vory gro.1t inte.rast i n : ort Valley r-,nr.J t:-toudt i 
think r c~n llpprec:Llte :,our fo...;ilin,a 'tho.t, :1s .::. cr<•o.tion of your 
o~ .n !..an:!~, it i.3 yol?r .;lllin c..'rtnrz$ nn.~ rospo:nzitili ty. :11.:.s 
f'eilir-.: o./ lo;rul.t:r to .. n-~ r espo.n<:.i'bilit.y f oi .. •• r. insti tutior. I 

mtld not ;.;dn.i!...'.. ~a. ati. tb.er \>, ould ! t"Jagni.:y it ... t tl!a st.r.'..a ti!'.le 
1 ..'\S urgi11J t2.w 1.cces3i ty for the i 'ull st!!~ p:::ocr :ic, tot· only 
e,!) tt'd ~rt ·.1te, you, -:ro • ~u<l otha!'S i,l:o :.re iut.·:>1"C::;~d \iork to;-:et:u-...r 
nay co e:..1)0Ct to S0f.l •. ::,pr•~cic..ble devel.or)::1~n t . 

'i'he c~ _, ~:tirJ. '.uostio1·. no 1 it seorIB to :a, iG 
bcti,'len (1) ihr:; tb•,.;lop;nent of tho coi:iplcto prog~ .:.lon.!; the 
linr.iz. :indic,;..tod by •Lio -very bo~t in- CJJ.~--~.:.o;. t.:::ii. J..ude:"".!""'t ob~i n-
e.bl (.}, a::r-_ ( . ) 't.h<) develO;:::l,.,'1llt or !l. sn::;nont bf tnor 17•_01., ,r,i ti..1:01.1.t 
duo c"'noider,1t.ion !or t':l.~ .. ,ol:, . You c-.ro ir:. th'-" oubar.•~.Jsinr; 

f,., rj 

._____J 
trom 



i?QSi tion of havi.vig prc~cntcd t.0 youx boc.1.-<l :;l')~t. .iv,:- ~-~lcll no;: 
z~~:G to ha:-,c- :C'il•,21. I> ·too, :. in c.n unco:::f"o~.4blo ) os l t i on 
for r ar.: no-;-;- fm~oo.d to be noncoro.:.tuu - 1.mtil t:ie study is 
n.~uo - on :-:. propos~.1 o~ t:h.:.:.c~1 1 h'lvo boon th~ c-.$i t prokgonist • 
....,__t • :- "' ' 1 f t" 1 .,..,,.. d ·- ... • " 
... a , l.... c ... n aec uovc o:~ ro.,1 ,.us c:.e.-..., a.Yl c. O"U::l s .,,,. w 
pi-0..,1·:.u f'or :'nll'O!lS, I :e.·• . ·01·9 then -eilll~ ~o b~ ~:ibar r as~ed -
ovun =~DY' ti -.o~. You f oel t!io s~e r.oy,. I ru-.J ::mrCt, o.ni:.: oo also, 
::'. 1,..,J.i.~V3, will your bom .. 

You _u::t b3liavv :.ie when I :lay tim t t.ht.:' d~lay i11 
our n:Jgoti:itions - :or· • .. hich I !.lCC~pt full rv:J~"l·:lI:sibi li ~Y - h :>.S.., 
ln no '.13.;J, .:.nwnde".i t.o c~ b.!lr:zi:-,s c.eyon::; nor h.,.o :!. t bean 
d.el iber.ltf!.l;,• tlovclo;>t.>d in ord:>r to ..!tr..::. then ,, t!-.ldl.n: ?O::;i tior,. 
It h. .. :; on~ £:.meral :n.tr..?(\SO - :. 11,u-;io~o ~o ~h.ic.n yo1., r, -~.r.tl ~o 
Inst.i tu.ta ..ro co::. .i ttf)::1 to J~ic;i Georgia ::u:Jt boco::'3 co:.1-
; rl. tte~ - u.-~oly to r.-::~ior t:'lo ~ost offcct.1.ve scrvics ,,~ c- n to 
1...n uU::erp1 .. lVileeeu ~ oup .io our scciot y . 

Uo. to procedu:r,'.ltP Cocl::iu"" hits r.-.1.t'ot~aJ' ot\;J.\n1Z-~d 
r.J.s ~ud'f, the ~h-:uieello!" h~o ;;i:t<io t.11 noeo&s..11.,y a:1~"\oi .. t£1t·nts 
.. rJl t..li.e7 ai'"e d .roady et '3ork. I can only :uess , ... s to future 
dovelo,,_1ant, , wt I .feel that the surv•."!~"' st.:u'f ;1ill _:'Ire. ent p.re-
1!. 1ine.ry :eco~nd= t!.on '" to tl:i.~ P wor.t .;1 i n t.'lo e: r l y :-u.,"l::le1• t.nd 
t.~at, t1hon tl-J..o is c.ooo, our ll:lt;oti it ior.s e:;.n con:Ur.uo . 

I hope tl1:1 t Mi tho:::· yo'.l nor th;l &lC::tbor s of tho 
:nstiti.rtc n-ill b9co:ic l'llp~tiont.. ~ht1re ts too t..1lch at !ltaJ.~~ • 
.Cven thou;·'l.1 t h".! t:oini; rv:-.7 see: ... olo-, , : bcllaVil grei.t ?i'."O~l:''.'JSO 
is hoin , ":':t..de to:. "JJ."d the ver-s- obj&cti vea to • .. :uc..~ your ?oe.rd 
end ou.r:l ~ro di?votod • 

.JCD: 'JLU 

P. S. Ir you thin'c "i could bo of furthor ~snist&tnce I could 
f o to !';..W 10r:c ::o,. .. yoctr no;~t bo ~ -! •. 1•vti.c. ., : ~ht b'3 J-il~ 
to e .:t ns a sh.ock ebso.1 .. bo?.·! 

Dr. Robert W. Patton 
Capitol Hotel 
Richmond, Virginia CC New York Office 

American Church Insti tutUe for Negroes 
281 Fourth Avenue- f 1. ;. 

fililill 
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Julius rof . ald Fund 
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De r 'fr . Di::ron : 

TRUSTEES 
THE RT. REV. JAMES DEWOLF PERRY, D,D, 

THE RT. REV. ERNEST M. STIRES, D. D. 
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GEORGE FOSTER PEABODY, LL.D. 
WILLIAM C. RIVES, M.D, 

It was very ~ood indeld of you to wri~e me in your letter 
of February 7th s~ch, full and good et~te~ent of th ~sons 
justifying the lon~ 8elay in t~e Fort VFlley matter . T rp;r ci~te 
the trouble you h· v, te·~en to kee) ::ae infor ucd . rhi:0 0 •• c of the 
3e-~~r~ of vur Bo·rd uave expressed d.:.so.ppolntment over the lon~ 
de l a,y , .,.. n sure that . ' the.r 2..ee rn the re::i sons :!.'or it they ,.. .:.11 
s.p~. rite the diff.:.c t"+_:"' l'rom .,our end of the linc '.r:i from t:.o.t 
of the Borr1 of Re

0
ent~ vp "e rgia . T~e proble. is r ~ •Pficult one 

fro botl1 sidef ~nd f: mu..,t 11 agree to be p· tie • • t·. one rinother . 
71y rece'1 t.; co 1 ur..:.cr tions to ;TOU "·ere merely- to t Pr'.,,..:_ "' you of the 
situation fro~ this end . 

I am in no better position tho.n I vo.s ,hen :ir . Bentle. cl 
I lest tal~ed to you as to vhat the final decision of e Bo~rf f 
the Institute and of the Bo~rd of Trustees of the Fori V..,lleJ Ec~v-1 
viill be after the recei.)t o!' F def.:.·.:. " ,)ropoe;_l fro. t'1.., BoLrd of 
Pe<:.;cntE' . I h~ve not asked o•ir Bo·~· , r evE>n .its .i.ndlvidu~l 'E' 1be ,.. 
to ~ake any decision until the ~ro~w,..~1 , which you not' cay TI.ill 
probably not be forthcom.:.ng until the eerly ~,rt of th0 sumer , is 
bsfore them . I do trust that it ~ill not be later than ~he very 
early ~ert of the ru~mer for rt mid-sunmer it · a rl~ost imJoc~i~lc to 
secure , mu.tine of ,ur Bosrd . I shall , 'lo' ev , "t the >J.ext meeting 
of our Borrd on February 21st uive them the er - + · -1 fccts as I hevc 
grth red them ~ram you . 

.l\.co.in th,nk.i.n[; ~·0·1 -ror ,;o 1r ~ull lett 
;ood iish. to you Jersoncl y , r 

V ,..., 
- ,J 

R\"P:AF 

, '1.nd , i th every 



THE Jt.l!V. ROBERT W. PATTON. 0.0. 
011.BCTOll 

THE REV. CYRJL E. BENTIEY 
ASSOCIATB DIRBCTOR 

MR. LOUIS J. HUNTER 
TREASUUll 

THE AMERICAN CHURCH INSTITUTE FOR NEGROES 
281 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N . Y. 

Mr. J. C. Dixon, 
39 Alden, N. W., 
Atlanta, Ga. 

near Mr. Dixon: 

Ri chmond, Va., 
February 19, 1938. 

Alt hough I acknowledged your letter of Feb-
ruary 7th about ten days ago, there was something I 
had intended to ask you to do, but which I forgot. 
In fact I have been intending to do it ever since this 
matter aoout the possible transfer of Fort Valley first 
came up. 

No decision on the subject would be made by 
the Institute Board of Trustees until after learning 
the ot"ficial attitude of the Boa rd of Trustees of the 
school, of which Bishop Mikell of Atlanta is president, 
and Bishop Barnwell of Savannah is a member . The thing 
I have had in mind from the beginni~l 1/ ou to have done 
at the proper time is to address any1)i,oposal from the 
Board of Regents to the Rt. Rev. H. J. Mikell, n. D., 
wnose addre ss is Bisnopfs House, Atlanta, Ga., as 
President of Fort Valley Board and to me at my New 
York address in my capacity as Director of the American 
Church Institute for Negroes. It will be best to ad-
dress tne commun1cat1on to both of us and to send a 
copy, two copies, if possible, to each. Will you not 
be good enough to bear tnis ce.retully in mind? 

Also, please remember if and rhen any proposa 
is drawn to include in it in the event the transfer of 
the property to the State is made, snecific exemption 
of a tract of um about three acres to be used by the 
authorities of tne Episcopal cnurch for a chapel and 
other accessories as may be hereafter deterrr.ined by the 
Church. 

Trusting that you are very well, and wi t h 
best wi shes, 



( 

February 25, 1958 

De~r Dr. Patton: ,:e h::.ve unc.1Eirstood all along, I think, that 
the Board of Trustees and specifical.ly 

Bi shop Mikell of Jltlrrnta -;;ould have sor.1e voice in whatever 
di sposition might be nade of the neeot.iations relative to 
For-t 1Talley. I have tried t,.;o or t hree tr.1as to get i n 
touch l"ii th Bishop Mi kell 1shile I n-as in .lUanta , but s o far 
he has been absent fro::i the city. .!t cry very first oppor-
tunity, which will be sorna tL:1e after th9 first of April, I 
t1ill m.e.k.e unctl1er e:ffort to seo and to.lk ti fa him. 

I a.::i not p~rticularl y pertru-bed by the 
fact, that I have not seen .him ba cau:e ot.:.½.ers in t.h.e ::-;tate 
who are int/-,3rested in t...1-ie sa."'le thing i n 'i'Jhich you anrl I are 
i nterasted, a."ld ,mo have SO'.::le official connaction wi t.h hi gher 
education for !fogroes in Georgia, have already talked with 
th3 Bishop. This seens to ne a better ::irocedure than for oo 
to have taJJced wi +.Ji hio but I should like to <lo :his l eter 
on si.tap~ to let hire kno;; ~at ~,e nre interested, and t.l-i9.t 
we would 1.ik-2 t o be in position to cooperate if it seeml 
feasible fo1· us to d o 1 t. 

I am sure you would have no trouble work-
i ng out ,·:ith the Bo.3.rd of Regents the plans you have in mind 
f or l ocatip,g a chapel nomewhere near the fort Vall e:, plant. 

J CD: ttLU 

Qr. Robert :: . Patton 
karican Church Ins ti tuto for l~egroas 
281 Fourth Avenue 
New York 

Sincer ely yours , 

'J. C. D1xoN 

• 
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R .BJ'EllEl'f OE 8 

Ma. A. J. EVANS, 
l'OBT VALL8Tt OA. 

MR. GEORGE FOSTEB PEABODY, 
SARATOGA SPIUNOlit N. T. 
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POST OFFICE BOX 822 

1520 R Street, N.w., 
Washington, D. c., 
June 22, 1938. 

Mr. J. o. Dixon, 
Director of Rural Education, 
39 Alden Avenue, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Dear Mr. Di;icons 

Your letter of the 17th has been received and I appreciate 

the evidence of your interest in the whole question of t he educa-

tion of Negroes in Georgia, especially in the work being done at 

Fort Valley. 

If you are willing to venture an opinion, I should like to 

know whether or not the Rosenwald Fund would probably be willing to 

supplement the salaries paid by the State of teachers for elementary 

grades. The Fort Valley Normal and Industrial School has been doing 

this as you probably know, but the financial outlook at present 

indicates that we shall not be able to continue this practice. 

As I am planning to leave here tomorrow for a trip taking 

me through the Carolinas, Georgia and points South - speaking to 

summer school teachers - I should be gle.d if you would kindly 

address your reply to me at Fort Valley. 

Very truly lours, 

HAH:kw H. T • 

• 



Dear l.!r . Eunt: 

507 .:est 121st. Stre . .!t 
New York c .:.ty. 

If either you or I wer e prophet enough to 
say wh.~t would result from t he proposej r Jor 0 ~niz~ticn 
of higher education f or lfogroca in ffoorg ia you¢etter of 
June 22nd would be much easier to ans~er . In other ords , 
if Fort Valley is to be i r:cor£orated i. t o t he s 'tate 
~yatem it would be a ver y l ogical for us t o cor si.:ler the 
irat ter of building up the practice schoc,l even :it t he 
present atnge of t egotiaatmma. 

I can Jasily unJer st anJ that Fcrt Val ~ey 
cam,ot continue to su;ftcn ent the s . .1laria... of the t e9.cher s 
in the practice school . It bas bacn both a gc~J itVe$trent 
anJ ac admirab.e thi. g f or you to do i t as long a~ you h~ve 
an1 it wi l ~ be t oo bad, cf course, t o have t o e~ploy l es s 
able people t hen ,you have been using . L'r. Cousin, 1tentio1.ed 
the mat t er to 1Je when I ,·a.& in Atlanta lus t . At t hat tirne I 
asked him ani Lr . Lester to su~t a propo!:>a.l to m3 but 
told him very frankly that,until the s~1t e •~ r ecrb1niz~tion 
of higher education for Jlegroes dcvelopel further , t here was 
little chance of our being abl~ t o hel p. 

The survey i s 1noving along, I t hink. 0: June 
27th Dr Cocking presented it to t1es.1r s r ann am f avrot of the 
G. E. B. , Dr . Sanford, 11'.zzd Mr. Embree . This ,,a s to secure 
individUtll professior.a.l reactions only nnl hore nc 
i~plications of securing f cundati on sup~ort. ~t ~a s a 
sa tiefactors ?lleeting and I ' 11 tell you about, it i r, r:ore Jeta il 
'When I sea you. 

I shall be here until the l ~tter part or 
ugust so, if you co~e to New York, ~et in touch with ~e . 

Cor di.11lly y< Uf.JJ, 
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M. D. COLLI N S 
STATE SUPERINTENDENT 

OF SCHOOLS 

Mr. J.C. Dixon 
507-12lst Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

fetate 
Ale,patttmenf ,0f JEi'u,afion 

J\tlanfa, ~tory3ia 

AU€U,st 2, 1938 

7f 
Just before you left we talked about the need for securing some good 
people for the Practice School at !pr} ii~~ It is premature, of 
course, to place people who may later not be wanted by the authorities 
of the institution. Certainly this would be true with reference to the 
college faculty. On the other hand, the Practice School teachers are 
employees of the state and county and we should expect competent people 
to be retained ,whatever the outcome of the committee's recommendations 
to the Regents. About half of the Practice School teachers ha.ve been 
released by Mr. Hunt while the other ha,lf have been told that he could 
guarantee only the state salary schedule for seven months. You can see 
that it will be impossible for him to fill these vacancies or even to 
retain the good teachers he has with such a salary arrangement. Mr. 
I,ambert has a.greed to recommend to his board that they assume responsi-
bility for the other two months. They failed by a considerable amount 
to do this in 1937-38. 

This is just a. restatement of the condition which Mr. Hunt wrote you 
about and I should like to lmow whether you, after thinking it over, 
found it possible to allow him for 1938-39 an amount sufficient to 
supplement each teacher as much as ten or fifteen dollars. There will 
be twelve or more teachers. 

Will it be necessary for us to write the Rosenwald Board a request for 
continuing their cooperation with us at Red Oak on the same basis as 
last year? 

I hope that you, Mrs. Dixon and Johnny a.re ha.ving a pleasant summer and 
that you will be able to finish your work as you hoped. 

Sincerely yours, 

~c::: 
J 

lml/mc 
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1'1». OEOROE FOSTER PEABODY, 
SARATOGA. llPBINOS, :N. T. 

POST OFFICE BOX 822 

Jort l!lulley, Cleorgiu 

Mr. J. C. Dixon. 
501 West 12lnd Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Dixon, 

M1t. TtlEODORB J. LBW18t 
15UO WALNUT &T.t PlllLADBLPHIA., P.4.. 

• August 6, 1938. 

Upon my r eturn to Washington, after an absence of 
more than a month, I found your let ter replying to one which 
I had written you June 22. 

Whil e the uncertainty involved in the situation at 
Fort Valley at this time is more or less disconcerting. we 
are nevertheless goi ng a.head making our plans for another 
year' s work. I know nothing whatever about what Dr . Cocking 
proposes to recommend to the Board of Regents of the University 
of Georgia, and I suppose there woul d be no possible way of 
knowing what action that Board would take even if one knew 
what he proposed or has already r ecommended. Both of us are 
perhaps painfully aware of the possible outcome of the politi cal 
campaign in Georgia. 

With the political campaign in mind , I f eel reason-
ably sure that neither the Governor nor the Board or Regents 
will pr obably do anything in this matter befor e the Primary 
election in September. In spite of t he uncer tainty, I shall 
be pleased to keep in touch with you, and if I am in New York 
any time before you leave I shall be gl ad if possible to see you. 

No matter what happens , I hope that Fort Valley will 
continue to do such work as to meri t your good will and cooper-
ation in any way possible. 

Very truly yours , 

HAH:kw H • .:.z-



~r . Robert Cousins 
State Dcpart~ent of Education 
State Capitol 
L• tlanta , Georgia . 

Dear Lr . Cousins: 

•'\Ugust 6 , 1938 

~rom your l etter of Augus t 3 I understand t hat 
you are a sking us f or 240, to supp lement t he salar y 
of Lrs . Duncan in her work as Jeanes t eacher in 
~each and ~aeon counties, for 1938- 39 . •hile t hi s 
is somewhat outs ide of our regular progr am, our 
present relationship to the State of Georgia and our 
hopes for the development of the .ffort Valley situ-
a tion make me inclined to grant t his request for aid . 

~t;~~~~o~o;;~bc&: little ~ "/J~ 
~tin view of the f a ct t hat l was not a ble 
to write Lr . Lester definitel y t hat we woul d make a 
grant with wr.ich to supple~ent the sa l a r ies of the 
teachers in t he . r a ctice School. It is ~Y impression 
that I have di scussed this matter rel ating to 1~rs. 
Duncan with l r . Lmbree , and t hat he agreed it would 
b e a \Vorthwhile gr ant . I have no written record of 
t hat, however, and since 1 am unwilling to depend 
upon my recollection of it , l hope you will take this 
letter as an indication only of our interests , until 
you hear further from me or from ~r . hmbree . Thi s , 
1 hope , will be next week . 

Good fortune att ended me on my final examina-
tions , and t l.e wri t e- up of my proj ect is the only t hing 
tha t 1 have ahead of me . 

3incerely yours, J 

JCD/LB e 



Mr . L • .1. • Les ter 
St a te Depa rtment of ~ducation 
St a t e Capitol 
Atlanta. Georgia . 

.LJear :..r . Les t er : 

j 

August 6 , 1 938 

~bile I quite agree wi t h you as t o t he need for s ecur-
ing some e ood peop l e for t he .Practice Schooi a t J:.2.t.~lJifUE~...., 
it is a l ittl e difficult f or me to decide whet her or not 
it would be va lid f or t he Rosenwald Fund to make a n appr o-
p riation f or t h is purpose . l f we were a ssured of t he con-
s ummation of t he jort Valley p roject. t here would b e ab-
solutely no rea son fo r us not making an appropri a tion to 
t he s t r eng t hening of the .Pr actice School. 

So f a.r a s I can r emember . .. ';r . Hunt never s ent me any 
e stimat e a s to t he amount of money which will be needed for 
t he oper d tion of t he ?r actice School. If you have t hes e 
figures, I suggest t hat you s end t hem to me i mmediately, in 
Chicago. Aft er you have done this, llr. Embree or I will 
write you whet her or not we a r e abl e to make a gr ant. 

I t will not b e necessary for you to write a specific 
request tor a continuation for t he Fund 's gr a nv to the Red 
Oak School for 1938-39 . Yr. Embree and l have a lrea dy 
d iscussed this. The appropriation has been made, and will 
be a vailable under t he t e r ms you a nd I di scussed when we 
were l a st toget her. I suggest, however , t hat you handle 
t h is a s a t er minal g r ant, be cau s e l have no a ssur ance what-
soever t hat it will be r enewed a fter t he next schoo l ye~r . 

You will be interested t o know t hat I had my final 
ora l and written examinations l a s t week , and wa s successful 
in t h em a ll . 

.. ith persona l r egards, I am 

Sincer e ly yours. 

JCD/LB 
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Mr . J . C. Dixon . 
Jul ius Rose nwald Fun d , 

4901 El l i s Avenue, 
Chicago , I l l . 

Dear Mr . Di xon: 

Jd- () 

c¥{ 
l ~__,.,,__} 

@;jj; I~,,,,, ~fo..tlr.,~erl:t 
I t hanlr you f o r your kind lett k-r i, 3r~Pr ess -

i ng aga i n your kind i nt erest i n Mrs .Pat t on 1 s i mprov ement~te, her 
sever e f all last August . I a m glad to say she i s s t eadily improv -
i ng an:l i n time v1i1.l re cover completely . 

I note also t h e i nfonnation in the r emainder of you r let-
ter c on c e r ning t h e meeti ng of the Educati on Commi t tee of t h e Regents 
and of t he Board of Regent s it s e l.1' on Oc t ober 27t h an d 28t h . Si n c e 
r e ceipt of your letter I have recei ved a copy o f the Survey but 
hav e been on su ch a run i n the last f ew days that I hav e no t h ad 
time to read mor e than a small port i on of i t . I note also that the 
Board adopt e d t h e Survey report and ·appoi nted a c ommi t t ee of t h ree , 
namely , Chancell or Sanford , t.1r . :Nix and Dr . Cock i nr; , wi t h fu.Ll poY1er 
to a ct for t he Board. I note also that Dr . Cock i ng expe c ts to write 
to me some t i me with i n t he next month o r s i x we e li;:s . I am on a tou r 
i n t he South at the present t i me and i f I can do s o , I shall en-
deav or either wi t hin the next few days o r l ater , to call on Dr . Cock -
i ng at At:iens . In taJ_k ing wi t h i.:r . Alva Tabor of Fort Va1ley 
r e cently , he said t ha t Dr . Cock i n g had expr essed t h e h ope t hat I 
would s t op by At hens i f pr a c t icable : t o s ee h i m. 

Meanti me I have no decided op i n ion a s t o what attitude 
the Board of t h e Fort Va .Lley .S chool wi ll .take a s t o any proposa l 
made to them cone erni ng t ransferri n g t h e S ch ool. t o the Sta t e . Nor 
d o I lmow nhnt t he attitude of our Central Boar d i n New York would 
be . I had t he feeling about a year ago that i f a vote had b een 
taken at that t i me t he Boar d i n New Yo rk \vould have been favorable 
t o t he t ransf e r . But so much t i me has elapsed s i nce then duri ng 
v1h ich tl1ey h ave heard n othi ne; on t he subj e c t t h at my feel ing .ti s t h at 
t h e r e has been a drif t i n the othe r direction . T',n'i s n.owev er , is 
pure guess wo rk an d more a hunci1 than anythi ng els e s i n ce there h as 
bee n no s erious di s cussion of the matte r sjJnce; sp.ortly a fter your 
t alk t o our Board in New York . ! t 

tn rt 
!"' 



Kr . J . C. Dixon - 2 - 11- 9 - 38 

For a reason which I t h ink I connnunicated to you confi-
dentially i n one of our talks, namely t he f a ct that I d o not 
expect to remain at the head of the Institute l onger than the 
Fall of 1940, as I shall then be nearly 72 years of age , I 
sha ll not be aggressive in this matter one way or t he other . 
I do not think that course would be fair to those who will in-
herit my responsibility hereafter, e s 2ecially in a mat t e r as 
import ant as tr-is is not only to t he ~tate, but to the Church . 
Perhaps also, I suffer too much under t r-e handicap of seeing 
t he reasons on both s i des very vividly and h e a rtily sy· pat h ize 
with the viewpoint of those \'/ho favor,,'1lnd those ':1ho do not . 

Hov1ever, I feel so deeply the i mportance of this decision 
t hat I am very anxious indeed that if and when any proposal 
comes f rom t he Board of Regents , ev ery menber of t h e Fort Valley 
Board and every member of the Board o :f the Institute shall have 
a complete p icture of t ne case on both sides . I aw. ',·,ri ting t h is 
to y ou non because I doubt if you gentlemen wh o have t aken so 
muc..h. time and troubl e in connecti on nith t h is survey realize 
t hat f or the mo s t part the members of these ti.vo Boa rds have only 
a vague i dea of t he merits of the c as e as you gentlemen see them . 
If that deficiency is to be corre cted , i t seems to me t hat Dr. 
Cock ing or some one e ls e wi th a gift for putting t h ings cl e arly, 
should ask Bish op }Ii kell (H. J . , nar:iely t h e Rt . Rev . P.: . J . kikell ,D . D. , 
whose address i s 1 08 East 17th St . Atlan t a , Ga . ) t o afford an 
opportuni ty for presentation of t he c ase to t he Boar d of t h e Ft . 
Valley 0 c11oo l . Thnt :3oard i s to meet on November 29th . It is 
possible t hat Bi shop ?.:ikell may not find it practicA.ble to have 
a representat i ve of the Board of rlegents at that meeting, but I 
am sure he would be glad t o provide nn opportunity at some later 
date i f the Committee of the Board of Re gents desires it. It 
may be that Bi sh op l.Ii kell v1ill be glad t o have a representative 
at the n1eet ing on t ovember 29th, but I cannot speak for h im. My 
op i n ion also is : that i f you gent lemen wish the Board of t he In-
stitute to understand the question clear l y, a simila r request 
sh ould be made of the Institute . I am gi ving this opi~ion solely 
in t he inte r est of bein0 absolutely fair to all concer ned in a 
matter of such grent i mportance to both i n t erests . 

Tr:anki ng you for your letter and wi ti1 war ::i. rec;ards. 

Very sincer~J. paJ1;,::.,.... 
I a.m t alcing -the liberty of sending o.. copy of this lette r 

to Bi shop I1dkell . 



CAPITOL 
HOTEL 

EIGHTH & GRACE STREETS 

RICHMON~vember 16, 1938. 

Mr. J . C • Di xon , 

Atlanta, Ga. 
t5 

Dear Mr . Dixon: 

During our conversation at the Piedmont Hotel in 

Atlanta last week, I informed you that there would be a meeting of 

the Board of irustees of the Fort Valley School at the school , be-

ginning at 11:00 o•clock, Eastern Standard Time , November 29th, in 

case you or Dr. Cocking or both of you might wish to ask Rt . Rev. 

H. J . Mikell, n. n. , 108 E. seventeenth St ., Atlanta, Ga. , for the 

opportunity of pr esenting the case of the Boar d of negents to that 

body. 
The next regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 

rnsti tute will be held in the Church Missions House , 281 Fourth Ave ., 

New York, beginning 2 ; 30 o ' clock, Monday afternoon, necember 12t h. -- --------- - -
! told you that I would be glad to guarantee you and Dr. cocki ng a 

chance to present the proposal of the Board of Regents at the meeting 

of the Institute Board , if you so desire. When I talked with you in 

Atlanta I did not know when the next meeting of our Board i n New York 

would be held. I am, therefore, writing to you now to give the above 

information. The next meeting of our Boar d in New York will not be 

unti l somewhere around the 10th of Febru~ry . please wri e t o me 
Capitol Hotel , Richmond , Va., letting me know ~our wishe . 

With warm personal regards IJJ ,, /\ 

very sincer ely , fJr!--'.,.1-J . pti[l'i:,. • 
- R.W. Patton. 
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RICHMOND ,VA.Novernber 21 , 1938. 

Mr. J.C. Dixon, 
39 Alden Ave., N. W., 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Dear Mr . Dixon: 

I have received your hand-written letter of November 18th, 

saying that Bishop Mikell had invited you, Dpctor Sanford, Doctor 

cocking, Mr. Marion Smith, and Mr . Aoit Nix to be present at the .... 
Fprt Valley Board Meeting on November 29th. Bishop M1kell had 

already written me that he had done this . I was glad to hear it, 

because, as I told you in our conversation in Atlanta around the 

8th or 9th of 0ctooer t-ba-t I am especially anxious that both the 
l 

Fort Valley Board and our central Board in New York understand 

clearly and fully all of the implications invol ved on both sides 

before they are called upon to vote on the question of whether the 

Fort Valley school should be transferred to the State . 

After the meeting at Fort Valley , as you say, we can decide 

together whether it will be best to have you gentlemen present the 

case to the Board of the I nstitute at its meeting on December 12th , 

or at the meeting next February . 

I thank you for your invitartion to drive Mr . Bentley and 

me back to Atlanta the evening af ter the Board meet ing in the after-

noon of the 29th. This is kind of you and I accept with pleasure 
unless Mr. Bentley comes to the meeting in ou~ car. 

Thanking you for your letter, and 

Sincerely yours , 

with ~est wishes , 

Robert w. Patton. 
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November 25 , 1938 , \j__,c' p----:_ 00 HONORARY VICB·PRBSIDENT 

WILLIAM C. RIVES, M. D, 

39 Alden Avenue , N. w. , rr· ,v~ /~~ \V' Atlanta, Ga. personal .l th- ... 
u near M.r . Dixon: 

I am sending this let te r, spec i al delivery , because I am 
sure you shoul d have its contents before you go t o the Fort Valley 
Board meeti ng on the 29th. I will be at t he Piedmont Hotel Monday 
morning and wil l take a r oom for as long as I am there that day . I will 
not be i n my room the whole mor ning, as I must have a conference with 
Bishop Mi kell at his residence up town, unless he decides , a s he some-
times does" to c onfer with me at the hotel . My present pl a.n is to go 
to Macon Uonday afternoon, spend the night at Dempsey Hotel, }lac on, and 
go to Fort Valley the next morning . I am gi ving the above in case you 
shoul d wish to get in touch with me by telephone . Shoul d you telephone, 
and I am out, please have the hotel put your call and number i n my box. 
I leave Richmond Sunday afternoon a t 4: 38 , a r riving in At lant a about 
eight o ' clock Vonday morning . 

I am writing this letter for your encour a.gement , as well as 
in keeping with my pr actice ever since you and I first tal ked on this 
matter concerning Fort Valley. I have thought it just and right to 
keep you posted as to any developments within our group. I have fel t 
that if and when any offici al report should come from the Georgia 
authorities, our gr oup should have sufficient informat ion t o enable 
them to decide intelligently and conscientiously, all of them voting 
thei r own convictions after having all the f acts before them. I have 
felt the same way as ~o your side of the question and have , therefore , 
r eported to you consistently the f acts and the attitude of our group in 
the two Boards . This letter i ~ wri tten in conformity wi th my previous 
practice in the light of some i nformation I have just rec eived f rom two 
of the most inf luential of our group , probably the two most influent-
ial. 

I was quite surprised the day before yeste rday and a gain to-
day on receiving communications from the t wo persons r eferred to , both 
of them heretofore positively opposed to transferring the school to the 
State. They did not say that they are in f ~vor of it now, but tiey iid 
say both of them , substantially, a s follows - 11! s-ee 1;hat we will be 
taking on a tremendous responsi bili ty in r~fusi-ng to give up the schqol 
if the forthcoming pr oposal makes it possiibl e, i n t.41,evr of our ••r s :.: 

/ 1 
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Mr. J . c. Dixon. f2 . 

commitments, to do so 11 • The factor which has caused these two gent le-
men to reopen a question which they had previously decided in their own 
minds , was the careful survey made by the Board of Regen ts at consider-
able expense , and the conclusion of men whom they respect, that the 
State • s whole program for Negr o education may fall down unless they 
make the sacrifice . Please do not understand from this that these two 
g entlemen are anywhere near ready to cast t he i r vote in favor of the 
proposal, but they are very conscientious· ~en , accustomed to act i n 
all important matters on principle. I thought I had better communicate 
t his to you at once , because I had thought that both of these gentle-
men had finally settled the matter in thei r own minds. 

Bmt, it woul d not be f air to you to communicate the above 
without letting you know what these · gentlemen consider the point 
beyond whi ch they cannot go. In the several conversations you, Mr . 
Bentley and I had , about eighteen months a go, both before and after 
your address to the Institute Board in New York I sa.i d to you that our 
people had contributed between $600,000 . 00 and $700 , 000.00 , about 
forty per cent of it for new buildings a t :!i'Ort Vall ey , given by people 
who made thei r gifts because it was a Church school, and not because 
it was merely an educational i nstitution . A good many of t hose people 
are now dead and the I nstitute and the ir Associates in At l anta feel 
that a sa cred r e sponsibility is involvet. They do not expect non-
chur ch people , or people who are not members of the Ep iscopal Church, 
to fe el t his responsi bili ty to the same extent as do our own people. 
At the same t ime , tha t does not change their sense of responsibility. 
But , in addi t ion to those that a re dead , there are many still living 
who contributed who w~uld not ha ve contributed had they thought that 
at any f uture time the school would be transferred to the State. 

But , from the t i me t hi s question first came before our 
aut horities , who are Trustee s ot· the contributors, a good many ha ve 
felt that if and when a proposal should be ma de , backed by rea sons 
which compel serious considerat ion by int elli gent and conscientious men, 
a way out might be found in rea~onable justice to all if suff icient 
funds coul d be secured to establish a Church plant a t Fort Valley, not 
only in the form of a chapel and a Re c t or , but of def inite religious 
educat ion and c hristian social servi ce . I t old you when we first 
tal ked on the subject , and I think wr . Bentley said subst antially the 
same thing , tha t I felt strongly that our g r oup would c©nsider this 
as a sine qua non i n any final disposi t i on of the quest ion. You said, 
for rea sons which you advanced , that the maxi mum tha t coul d be secured 
to·,,ards helping the Church t o bi ild a sa ti s factory plant at Fort Va lley , 
wa e from $25 , 000 . 00 t o $40 , 000 . 00 . I said that while I was satisfied, 
without having consul ted them, that our group woul d consider $ 40 , 000 . 00 
entirely too li ttle, you sb'.:>uld, in order to bring t he matter to a 
point where discuss ion could t ake place, ice- suggest to your as socia tes 
tha t they make a proposal on the basis , among other things, of $40 , 000 . 00, 
as I thought t ha.t that was t he mi niruum that would be cons i dered . That 
would be perhaps half of t he a.mount neces i=: ary t o put an adequate• Chur ch 
plan .. t here, that under present conditions, there i''ill be no chance of 
raising that amount of money among Church people , who i n the past have 

//1 
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Mr . J . o. Dixon. #3. 

11. sn·r:-"',141<... 
given so liberally to the .t.nst± t11t;iou, etc., etc . I tol d you that 
I wa s satisfied the Church could raise some money for the pur pose, but 
that it would be neces8ary to have a substant ial sum as a condition of 
the t ransfer to enabl e the Church to raise the remainder , especially 
as its appeal rould have to be to those who are int erested im Fort 
Valley , namely t hose who have given i n the past so liberally , and who 
woul d be disgruntled over losing their f ormer contributions . 

Now, the tv-:o gentlemen , above referred to , say that in none 
of the recent comrr-unications f r om the other side has a singl e ~1ord 
been said as to a proposal containing any assistance towards the Church 
plan t at For t Valley in considerat ion of the Church ' s turning over to 
t he State a half million or more dollars worth of buildings, for the 
most par t , new buildings . 

I need not prolong this l etter. I have r Pcal led the 
substence of our correspondence and converPat ions mer ely for clari-
fication of your memory . I thought I should get tbi $ letter off to 
you so that you may do whatever you think de sirabl e before the meet-
ing at Fort Valley on the 29th. Except for 1 recent l etter from Doctor 
cocking, express ing surprise that neither the Fort Valley school Boa.rd nor 
the r nsti tute had received any report of "frequent conversations11 be-
tween Mr. Hunt and the Geergia aut horities , I have had no infor mation 
from anyone but you. Our side has been completely i n the dark a s to 
what was going on, and what was t he upshot of it all . My Board r e-
cently asked me if I had hear d anythi ng . I r eplied, 11 No 11 , and that I 
was inclined to t hink the whol e matter had fallen through . 

In other words , Mr . Dixon , as I see it, our authorit i es 
believe that they are bound on every count to perpetua te a t Fort Valley 
a Chur ch plant for spiri tual activi ties , rel igious education , etc. 
Several of the Board of negents have t ol d me wi t hin the l ast two weeks 
that t hey are almost as anxious as \'1€ a re that the Church ixixl perpet- . 
uate such a spi ritual influence at the school. I n view of the dispo-
si t ion of the two very influent ial persons referred t o to r econ-
sider the ir position in the matter , I th ink you ought to know~what I 
have Sei d above be f ore the ..rr1eeting at Fort Valley on the 29th . You 
may communicate a copy of what I have sa id, or a summary of it, to 
anyone , provided you wi thhol d my name . You r emember the r easons for 
t his , which I gave you when we had a t al k in Atlanta. 

Hoping I shall have a chance t o _talk with you before the 
Board meeting, and as , al ways , wi t h best wishes, 

Your friend_ sincerely , 

~-
Robert w. patton . 
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December 2, 19!8 

Deer lrs. Duncau: Enclosed you will find our check 

for $180 representing t he first 

payment on our grant of f540 toward your salary and trevel 

expenses during the 19f8- 59 school tera. P&yaants for a 

like alllOunt Ifill be sent to you on Karch land June 1. 

Se~son' s gr eetiugB from the v~rious 

members of the staff. 

v~ry truly yours , 

tE:AM 

Mrs. Catherine J. Duncan 
Fort Valley Horme..l end Industrial School 

-·~"':~ Fort V~ ey, ~-=~J.g~.A.. --------.__. 

cc: Mr. Robert L. Cousins 

)() I( I t l \ 10\,• 
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December 9, 1938 

Dear Bishop llikells lfuen Dr. Coc"ug and I with your 
Board & t fort Va.lie, recently Ye did, 

I tear, a very poor Job of presenting our thinking in the 
whole m.tter. I.o fa.ct, I•• quite disaP?Oiuted: ebout it 
bocbuee I did not feel that we had gotten over to the 
individual aembere of your Board the possibilities ot the 
propoeala which we made. So :nuch ie this eo that I do not 
feel that it is fair t o your Board or to the State to leave 
the matter in it.a present condition, and I should like very 
mch, if you think it pernse1ble for rae to d~ eo, to heve an 
opportunity to talk witil you and .Tfith other members of your 
Board when 1 return to Georgia. I want to do this not because 
l have something to sell or because I want to convince a group 
of people against their own better Judgent but because aa I 
have already said 1 would like for the members of your Board 
to aee the proble• 1n its entirety. 

We did not convey in the least the 
real significance and importance of this propo88.l of the 
whole program for higher educati~ for Negroes 1n Georgia, 
and until this ia d:>ne 1 t la iu~table that some ot your 
Board aellbers who are leas familiar with it than are you 
will see certain sections rather than the whole picture. 

Dr. Cocking and I are both indebted 
to you for the privilege of appearing before your Board, and 
I shall be grateful for further opportunity for talk with you. 

JCDsRI 

Bishop H. J. llikell 
108 last 17th Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 

S.incerely yours, 

• 



December 9, 1988 

Dear llr. Tabora I wae both eurprised and a bit disappointed 
in our meetine with the Board of Yo.rt Valley. 

I we.s surprised to find t he opposition from oertain board 11teabe.rs 
and disappointed that ti should exist, and at that tille I could 
not understand how it had developed •nd b.ad beeOlle so pronounced. 
After leaving Port Valley that day I began to check on th• whole 
propoeition and found, I think, bow and Wb7 this ,opposition had 
eaerged. You know the e:>Uree of thla aa well aa- I do. 

Unless southing very effaeUve 1• done -in the 
near future I &11 frankly afraid that the whole propoau for trans-
fer of ~ort Valley to the State. and therefore the whole proposal 
tor ·the development ot an iucreasingly e!'fec-t1ve st~te progr~•, 
is going to fall by the wayside. The crux of the 11bole- .J1Atter is 
the transfer of Fort Valley to the State. I want to come to ~ort 
Valley Just as aoon as I can get back: to Georgia and have e long 
talk with you and Jlrs. Hunt, so that I can again check with the two 
of you w:y thinking :>n t.~e .matter. After that, if we are a.greed 
that the beet th.1Dg for the State and for Fort Valley ie to go 
ahead with the project in which we have ~en interested, I want 
to au a personal visit to ~11 of the of the Fort Valley 
Board. At th&t time I want to talk with them frankl7 qd candidl7 
and present our whole thinking 1n the lll&tter in a way in which 
neither Dr. Cocking nor I presented it at the 

I will get back to Atlanta the latter part ot 
next week and I will appreciate it if you will be ao kind as to 
send to my home address in Atlanta, &9 ilden .lT&nue, !I.W., a list 
of the na11ea of the members of the Fort Valley Board and their 
residence a&lreeaea. After I get this and have• chance to talk 
with you and Mrs. Hunt I want to see and talk with each aeaber 
lndividuall.7. 

JCDaRI' v · 
llr. ilva 'l'aJ 
Fort Valley 11. and I. School 
.Fort Valley, Georgia 

Cordially yours, 

• 
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December 13th, I938 

,Jt.., '\. 1 ·r . J . C. Dixon, 
IJhi cago, I l l . 

My Dear Hr , Dixon; 

~hank you for your letter. 

I am sure that the ijoard will be very glad to have you 

present the matter before them again before we arrive 

at a decision , But I fear that we cannot get a 

meeting very soon. You will remember that a Committee 

was appointen. to confer with the Committee of t he J egents 

and report back to our :Board . I am trying now with Dr . 

Cocking to a rrange for such a meeting , and I think t hat 

that would be your chance t o pres ent your views again, 

as out 'i' rustees are likely to be guided l>y the report of 

our :Jomui ttee . If you will let me say so , I think 

the trouble at the meet ing of the Trustees was that 

9 

you and Dr . Cocking could not overcome the i mpression in 

our minds t hat the J egents of Georgia were really not very 

serious in their interest in the School, ';/e felt that 

the mere passing by the -~egebts of Dr . Cookings report 

in a general way di d not constitute an assurance that 

the Fort Valley School would be secure for the fut ure . 

I certainly will be very willing to tal k over the 

situation wit h you . 
Yours faithful~y , 

ii ~ Uiduo . 



Deceaber 14, 19S8 

Dear Dr. Pattoni You know without -ay saying so that 
I am al-ways appreciative of the 

privileges you have extended• both in leng~ d1seuss1:>ns 
with 7ou and in the opportunity to meet rlth the Church 
Institute. The seeting in lo• York 11.onday •as to any the 
least encouraging because I had the feeling while I 
watched Diab.op Tucker that he, like you, we.s asking him-
sell t•o questions; namely, what is the best thing for the 
Begro boy and girl in Ge,orgie? end, what is our duty u, a 
church r::.rroup? Furthermore, I felt as I watched hi• tb&t he 
ns t.he type ~t 118Il who would inevitably arrive at the 
correct answer to thoae questi.ons end, though it 'fllJ.7 be the 
expression of a hope more than an opinion, I cannot help 
feeling that the correct answer is involved in the pro-
poeala which have been aade. 

You are always so coneide.rcte of 
others and so g•rous in ;;our gr&nting of privileges that 
I filld 111seU ~ng you, but this in no n.y llinill111cs 
the aincerit7 of 'la7 appreciation. 

JCDaRW 

Dr. Robert W. Patton 
American Church Inatitute for Negroes 
281 fourth A"Nllwt 
Kew York City 

Sincerely yours• 

_J 
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December 14, 19S8 

IQ' dear Bishop Tuckers Thia ie just a brief note to thank you 
for the priTilege of meeting with the 

Aaerican Church Institute on Monday, and to tell you bow much I 
appreciate the privilege which ha,1 been mine in being permitted to 
work with yoa, Dr. Patton, and the Institute. 

It •as nice of you to o!J:er ae an oppor-
tunit7 in 7our meeting to have aoaething to Bay- about the plans tor 
higher education for legroes in Georgia, particularly aa they in-
vol'Ye Fort Valley. Dr. Cocking, however, bad I thought eo 
effectively presented the whole picture that it was hardly neceeaary 
for ae to take up additional time in further discussion, and even 
if I bad done th1.a I doubt if I could have conveyed to your Board 
how iaportant I tbink thia whole proposal 16 to the State of 
Georgia, to the Negro peoples in Georgia, and to the Church Insti-
tute. Soaeti.Ma i n f act I wonder if I can react logically to the 
matter since it has gotten so close to 111e and bas become wch an 
important D1atter .in rJ¥:f thinking about the education ot the Negro 
in Georgia. 

It has been my pleasure to talk with 
Dr. Patton quite at length a.r.d I am eure he underatands what and how 
I feel. He knows that I have been studying this proble• tor several 
years aa honeetlJ and ~•t as dispassionately as I possibly could 
study it and that even though I u.y be wrong 1n a;)' opinione I a.a at 
leut honest in thinking that it is a most iaportant which 
tacee thoee people in Georgia who are charged rltb the responsibility 
tor promoting education for its people. It·happena that I talked 
with Mr. Davia and Mr. la'Y?'ot ot the General Education Board while I 
ne in Rew York and I •as happy to learn that both of them felt al-
110at ae I do in the 111atter. It was also encouraging to have Dr. Jones 
ta.le approx1Mtel7 the same position, for this not only gave ae 
1111pport in a professional opinion but also encouraged ae to feel that 

J 



I bad not toraed too biased an opinion because ot IV' nearness to 
the whole project. 

!lo one !cnowe of course what •7 be 
the oatcoae ot thia proposal which ie being presented to the Fort 
Vallq Board and to your Board but whatever this may be I wish you 
to mow that I•• both peraoD&lly and of!i0iall7 appreciative of 
the conaid.eration you and Dr. Patton and the lll8abers ot the Institute 
have ahom ae. 

..TCDaRI 

Biehop H9D17 St.o. Tucker 
American Chu.ro.h Institute tor Begroea 
281 Fourth Avemie 
lew York City 

J 

Sincerely yours, 
"F T "' 
A"J ! .> I"\' 
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