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Name Lawson, Hilda ( (1914) Negro !Kl 

Position 

College 

Graduate student, University of Illinois 

Mi ner Teachers College , B. S., 1934 

White Southerner D 

Special Field Language and 
Group Literature 

University Howard University, M. A., 1935 ; Universit of Lowa, 1935- 36 ; University of 
Illinois 1936- 39, Ph.D., February, 1939. 

Plan of Work : 

I wish to become a college prof essor of English after securing my Ph . D. in 
English at the University of Illinois . Dissertation subject: The Negro in American 
Drama. 

T 
Action of Fellowship Committee : 

Granted $1 ,100 for one year . 

U N I V E R S I TV 



Howard University, tuition scholarship, $125 . 

While on fellowship Miss Lawson.did not complete her work toward the Ph.D., but 
she received the degree in February, 1959. She is the first Negro woman to receive 
a doctorate at Illinois. 

-
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REEDY, MRS. S. J. 
LAWSON, HILDA PROFESSIONAL CAREER SINCE TENURE OF FELLOHSHIP 

9/21/59 Upon completion of her work at the University of Illinois in February , 
1959, Miss Lawson accepted a position as Instructor in English at Bennett College for 
Women, Gr eensboro , North Carolina. In September, 1959, she began work 
as Instructor in English at West Virginia State College , Institute , at a better sal ary. 

9/25/40 Miss Lawson is now assistant professor of English at Lincoln Uni-
versity, Jefferson City, Missouri. 

10/9/44: Taught English at Lincoln University, 1943-44, but not 
employed a t present because Lincoln's Board of Curators 

opposes the employment of wives of faculty members. 

T 
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REEDY, MRS. S. J. 
LAWSON, HILDA PUBLICATIONS 

11 The .Negro in American Drama" (Bibliography of Contemporary Negro Drama) Abstract 
of thesis in English at Graduate School, University of Illinois, 1959. 

"The Negro in American Drama" (Bibliography of Contemporary Nerro Drama) in 
Bulletin of Bibliography and Dramatic Index, January-April, 1940, and May-August, 1940. 

T 
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Name 
Address 
Position 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

Hilda Lawson 
612 E.. Church st., Champaign, Illinois 
Student a·G Oniversi t)· of lllinois 

Negro~ 
White Southerner D 

Year 
Agaa 

Special Field English 
Plan of Work Group 

19~1 22/ 

.Applicant desires to become college professor of English after securing her 

Phd 1n Engli&h at University of lllinois in June, 1958 .. 

/Lt."'; 
(j 

( ~ ~ ~ ,U, ~ eJ 
~~~) 

Digest of Application 
Born 1914. Single. Miner Teachers College, 1930-541 BS. Howard University, 

1954-35, •,A . University of Iowa, 1935-36.. 'Jnivers i '.:.y :1f Illin..,~ A 1 195'3-. 
Li t.ere..ry activities. 

Rowe.rd University, tuition ~chol~rshi.p, $125. 

Howard University, tu.iti~n scholar. 
University of !111.nois, re earch assistant, 

State U. of Iowa, research assistant, tso mo. 
26 mo. 

MA thesis: Tho,nas Rea.me, an 18th century biograpey-, 19~5. 

Applicant's References 5/2/57 Other References 
Dr. Otelia Cr:>mwell, ~er Teachers College, liashingt.-:>n, ,). C. 
Dr. :'.;ha: leB • Btll'ch, Howa:-d U :.ver si-t.~·, ~.w:1inf;t,l.n, D. c. 
D!". ,Jaltor Gr ahruat University of Illinois, U:-bana Budget Summary 
Dr. lhrold Hillebrand, Unive .. glty of Il.lillois, Urbana 

Action of Committee 

Application receiverl 
acknowledgerl 

Previou• 
Index Carrl 
Digest 

IL, jl II 

Submitted to Committe,. 

Total amount needed 

Fr om applicai:t 

From Fund 

Granted ·---PROCEDURE 

5/2/57 Documents submitted: 
'5/2/7'7 Photograp,.__ __________ 

1 
___ x __ 

List of publication ..... s ,-,------,--~=----==--I-----

✓ 
Transcript.,_ __________ 1 ___ X __ _ 

Plan of WorA-----------1---X"-'-----
Documents returne,.._ ______ -1-----

~ 

' 
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Permanent address: 2717 Eleventh St. , N. V1. , Washington, D. C. 

G, t ~ !- ,f. (i. { l t -l '< &~ {..t 

4/11/37 Final meeting of Committee: 

Moe Miss Lawson might find something whe would rather do. Possibly will 
be dominated by Bernbaum and others at Illinois. 

I think she should be consulted, as in the ca:se of Drake. If she 
would rather work with someone else somewhere else we will give 
her the opportunity to do so. 

Mr. Paty to ask Miss Lawson to come up. $1100 granted. 
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