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Name 

Position 

College 

University 

Plan of Work : 

Bell, Thomas Edward (1909) 

Federal Writers Project, Nashville 

1942 

Negro D 
White Southerner ~ 

Special Field Creative Writing 
Group 

Middle Tennessee State Teachers College, 1929-31. 

A book describing the redemption of a soil-eroded Tennessee farm. 

Action of Fellowship Committee: 

Granted $1,800 

u IVERSITY 



Reporter on Daily News Journal, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, 1931-34; correspondent 
for the Tennessean, Nashville, 1931-34; reporter, Rutherford Courier, Murfreesboro, 
~937-40; correspondent, Chattanooga Times, 5 months, 1939-40; editor of the 
Rutherford Courier, Murfreesboro, February to August, 1940; technician, Federal 
Writers Project, Nashville, $1,800. 

Novels: Fish on the Steeple, 1935, Farrar and Rinehart, and Tommy Lee Feathers, 1937, 
same publisher. Short stories in various magazines. 

1944: Staff member, Associated ·Press in the Nashville, Tennessee, bureau. 
Was editor of home semi-weekly, Rutherford Courier, about a year 

before joining AP. Continuing to write twice-a-week column of folklore 
and such for this paper. Works intermittently on novel, but no end in sight. 

T 
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1942 JW 

Name Thomas Edward B 11 Field: Creative 

~ ' Technician, Tenn•••••-Federal Write~•• Project, WPA 
}'I.. Ji. 820 ... a.st State Street, Murfreesboro,• Tennessee 

writing 

To tell the true story of 10w on man took some land which had been 
ruined almost completely by erosion and built it into a tine, profitable farm 
where the tenant, et paid the year round and 11ve in homse aa good ns the land­
lord I a. Farrar & Rineh rt ut agreed to publish. 

Probable duretion of •ork, twelve months, beginning Jun, 19~. 
Will not return to . resent position. Wishes to do f'ietion wri tin and newspaper 
work. 

' 
pplied 1941. 

Personal Data Born Smithville, Tenneea,e, February, 1909. Age: 33 
arried. Two dependants: one wholly, one partially. 

Undergraduate Work Middle Tennea ee State Teachers College, 1929-31. 

Graduate Work 

Experience Reporter, columnist, Daily Newa Journal, &iurfree boro, 
l9Jl-)4, .300J corr spond•nt, Th• Tennesaea.n, Nashville, 

1931-)4, $.300; reporter, Rutherford Courier, Murfr•esboro, l9'J7-40, $400J 
correspondent, Chattanooga Timea, 19.39-401 five months, $120; editor, Rutherford 
Courier, Uurtre sboro, Feb.-Aug., 1940, 40J Technician, Feder 1 Writer•' 
Project, ahville, Aug t 1940 - ; $1800. 

Accomplishments fJaW.ic tions I Two novels l tJ.sh gn t Steepl , arrar 
and Rinehart, 1935; Tommr l,ee Fea.ther1, 1"arrar 1.nd Rinehart, 

1937. Also ort toriea 1n me.gasinoa and a.n anthologr. Helped edit Big Iy:y, 
Tennessee IPA book on rural community. Has had contributions publiabed in 
Franklin • Adams• column. 
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