
...,.,..,.-..,,... ..... 
T.B.-S4. 

P. 0 ~ Box ... 715, ... Maya _ __ue ~ P. R., .......... MaY ... 22 ................... , 19 .... 40 

Dr. M. o. Bousfield 
Director for Negro Health 
Julius Rosenwa d Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Ill. 

DPar Dr. Bousfield : 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I have sent to 
Dr. Owen of the Philadelphia Public Health Department 
advising him I shall not be able to accept the position 
in his department and some of the re asons in gene ral for 
my decision. 

On my return to Pnerto Rico I consulted with 
the Commi ss ioner of Health about the proposed change. 
He has asked me to r emain in Puerto Rico for the while 
anyway as my training and knowledge of Puerto Rico n~d 
Spanish make me an asset t o his work:. Furth'9rmorl:l he 
has offered me a change of work to so. 1e';hj ne; q i te 
<lAsi rable, and s1 stantial work for Dr. Jo seph. The ad­
vantage from these offers A_nd the P-r"+.;+nde I have to 
him for giving me a place when I needed it are greatly 
inf 11Pnt1~l in my decision to remain. 

Mr. 1Cllen of the Department of Public Saf..,+y 
has written me that "--yre ~rA not sure a to the tenure 
of office here for the director of the health Center. A.s 
you '"'Ossibly know, this is an experimental matter. " 

After weighing the whole matter as ca efully as 
we could my wife and I finally concluded that snmewhat 
superior advantages lay with our work in Puerto Rico, 
though the de ision was a most dif~jcult one. 

I sincere l y hope that you understand our 
situation in this and be..-,..-,,,;.+,.-,-._ 

I wish to thaPk 
you have shown me in the O.a..=_w...,.,,,u 

to the Health Center project 

JSFVJ I T V 



Dro Hubloy R. 0.ren, Director 
Dopartment of Public lleal th 
Cit~· Hall Square 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Dr. o.,,en s 

P. o. Box 715 
ayaguez, P. R. 

Jay 20, 1940. 

This is to confirm and expand on my cable of tho 
sG.me date regretting my inability to accept t he position as 
1Jir8ctor of' a Health Center in Philo.del,Jhia.. 

After talking tho ma-ctor over with my mfe and 
oon:.ult i p.g with tho Coi:unjsoioner of Hoa.1th I ho.ve decided 
that for t he t i me beinG at least my .f.> lace s}ould be here,l 
So many factors arc involved t hat l can poirrc to no one a.s 
the deciding one. The uroi.t need for' mo hero, the excellence 
und 1,-1ost.ibilities of l.ho typo of work offered mo here to-
·et hcr -;,i th · ts ')OIT-IB.nence and 1:.,rea.t financial e.dvanta.go are 

ar:1.ong; somo of the important conaider:,:tions. 

It has been an exceedingly difficult problem and 
J 1avc some resrets of tho happy association I had anticipated 
, . th you o.nd ';he Fhiladel~ hio. Publio Health Depe.rtment. 1 
vdsh the proJact all suooess . 

ery truly yours. 

Jorono s. Po'.;crson, L, . ' • 

oc to Dr •• O. Bousfield 

U N I V E R S I TY 


