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ND149 40=NGR NEWYORK NY 10 1144A - , • 

EDWIN EMBREE , JULI US ROSENWALD FUIJD= 

4901 ELLI S AVEtJ UE C'-iG.O= 

COULD YOU POSS IBLY COME TO NEWYORK TO SPEAK AT FIRST MEETI NG 

OF I NTERCULTU RAL EDUCATIDrJ CAMPAIGN AT MY HOME MOfJD AY AFTE RNOON 

JANUARY 29 IT WOULD MEAN A GREAT DEAL TO SUCCE SS OF MEETI NG ......... 
I F YOU COULD BE HERE. PLEASE WIRE REPLY= 
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Charge to the account of ___ _ 
Of Jfl', :f 01 P~ .LS• WESTERN DO MEST IC CAUU! 1206 

TElCGR•••t O~O!NARV 
e---

DAY UFi:GErH 
LETTER H:ATE 

SERIAL OHERREO UNI ON t~rCHT NIGHT 
Lf:TTER LETTER 

l'&tron, ,nou:d ,. h- ,cli; ci:1~ c>! ltltt'\ice 
d•tf!J. ot"erwlK th• Ml!Mltt will bt 

t.nMfl'liltf'd ,U a. l~fCJ"a!tl Oil A. N. WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON J . C. WILLEV£R 
ord 1Urv c:.b4,.,,...i.m. PAE'.8 101!:NT CHAIRMAN OF THI!: BOARD P'IAST VICl!!·PAESICl!!!:NT 

Send the Jo/lowing message, suojecl to the term• on back hereof. which are hereby agreed to 

~ DAY LErr.EJ.. 

Mrs( Ma.x 'it:ss~c~o:ll •i.---~­
.23 ~el'ey Park .::>outh 
New Yori< City 

Junuary 10, 1945 

rerribl y sorry have appointment wi th Radcli ffe 
and harvard tituaent ~ oup Monduy whi ch I must not 
brec:.k . Wo...ld ~ladly meet with your group Sunday 
or Tuesday i f either of these were cor.veni ent to 
you. 

K : SO 

$ 
CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

WANT A REPLY? 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 
or similar phrases moy be 
included without charge. 
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ERE 

r---r----M RS. MAX ASCOLl 

Dear Edwin: 

23 Gramercy Park South 
New Yorl<: 3, New York 

January 15, 1945 

\e are delighted that you will speak for 
the Bureau on Tuesday, the 30th. The meetin~ is to 
be here at mv house and v:ill start at four o I clock. 
It is an attempt to interest some ~ey people in the 
work of the Bureau so t~qt they :11 either work with 
us or give us some money. 

I was tall<:ing to Mike Giles about your t8ll<: 
an<l we thought perhaps you might speak on the need 
for better understandir.g and tre ~opeful trer.ds in 
that direction wh1.ch you see . You might also bring 
out the importance of the over- all approach to the 
problem of prejudlce. 

Dr. Kilpatrick will preside. Giles vlll 
tell o'"' tJ e "nrl<: of the Bureau and we may have one 
other ~pe,:i1 :er, though it looks doubtful . 

I knou hovr busy you are and I am wondering 
if you could po~sibly stay over Wennesday , the 31st, 
and give us some time . David Hyman of the Nevi York 

/ Foundation \':ould like to see you. He has suggested 
five o I clock at my house for a drink ana I v1as hoping 
you could meke that on the 31st. Also , ' e want very 
much to talk to you about the approach to the 
Rockefeller people . This is really a pressing matter 
and ve are doing nothing until \ e hear from you or 
Dr. Vdll . 

Forgive this long letter and do let me 
know about the 31st . 

Looking forward to seeing you. 

Mr. Edwin Embree 
4901 ~llis Avenue 
Chicaeo , Illinois 

Very sincerely, 



"' 

January 17, 1945 

lly dear Marion: I will be delighted to help 1n 
any f ashion I can, and I shall 

try to follow the suggestions in your l etter of 
January 15. 

I can put in a few licks on the 
31st. Unfortunately, I have to catch the •commodore• 
tha t afternoon. I am afraid that will interfere with 
the excellent proposal for a drink with David Hyman. 
Do you suppose we coul.d catch hia earlier in the day, 
or at the end of the meeting Tuesday afternoon? Any 
of my time from noon, Tuesday to around three forty-
f ive Wednesday is yours to dispose of as you pleaso . 
I will be staying at the Chatham, anti will try to 
reach you by telephone sometime Saturday f or final 
instructions. 

ERE:MM 

!!rs. Max scoli 
23 Gramereoy Pdrk'"'Sou'~ 
New York 3, New York 

Very trul y yours, 

WIN R t:" • 
• cMBRE£ 
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Mr . P..11\nn R. Embree 
Hotel Chatham 

23 Gramercy Park south 
New York 3 , New York 

January 29 , 1945 

Vanderbilt Avenue at 48th Street 
New York , Ne\ Yor~ 

Dear Edwin: 

I ' d appreciate it a lot if you 
could come here at 3 : 30 P. M. on Tuesday 
so that ,J,e could have a chance to talk for 
a few minutes before the meeting . 

The other appointments which I 
have made for you are as follows : 

Wednesday, the 31st - 11 :00 A. . 1 .. to 12 : 30 P. M. 
at my office which is in Room 3104 -
570 Lexington l' venue . 

\i,ednesdsy , the ~1st - 2 :15 P. M. here at my 
house to meet Ncr. David Hyman. 

Looking forward to seeing you, 

Very sincerely, 



February 2, 1945 

Dear Marion: The Intercul tural Bureau seems to me to 
be sailing along splendidly under your 

st1Jlu1us. It was a pleasure to see you i n action. I run 
sure this is one of the truly great causes. 

I have sent a note to Mr. Estill recom­
mending the Ruml s as a place for the Li llian Saith meeting. 
I have sent a note to Lois Ruml, but I know that detailed 
plans should be concentrated in the hands of one person and 
I imagine in this case that person i s Estill. I will speak 
to Mr. Field and Louis Weiss at the meeting next week, and 
I will speak to Doctor Alexander with a view to his being 
in readiness to hel p in the appeal before the Rockefeller 
people. 

From what little talk I had with Hike Giles 
the educational program is taking shape. All things considered, 
this Bureau seems to me a very hardy :infant. Certainly i t 
l ooks entirely different from the s t r ange embryo of a year 
ago. 

EREdo.t 

Mrs. \._llario~ ,Ascoll 
2 

,. .. 

23 Gr amercy ~arf1 South 
New York Ci ty, New York 

Very tnily yours, 
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near Edwin: 

0 2.3 Gramercy Park south 
Ne York .3, New York 

February 5, 1945 

Your brief but very hclpf'u.l vi it ut ne 
heart in me. I as begi ing to feel like very 
lonely lone olf and I can1t tell you what it did to 
my morale to feel that you v ere right v ith us . 

I ca led Lois RUml but te se.i he wus 
all tied UI, v.ith the 1eagu 01· v,om n Voters, had t ken 
on more v,ork than she could do properly and couldn't 
even think of be"ng active or really 01' doing anytling 
for tt.e Bureau. I suggested thut ferhaps when I come 
back in the S.ring she~ y have gotten out from under 
a little bit, and coula do something for us then, to 
which she re1lied with a doubtful affirn:at.:.ve. 

I only hope things go uhead now while I run 
away, but I think they will. 

I agre witl you that the Bureau is going 
places , if only Mike Giles doesn't over-do. 

Again, many thanks for everything. 

r. Edwin R. F)'cbree 
49 1 Ellis Avenue 
Chica.go 15, Illinois 

V-7 ... ~ ncerely, 



May 2.3: 1945 

Dear Marion, I have written Doctor Mann 
at the General Education 

Board and our blonde friend Mrs . Elk:us, and 
I have kept Mike informed of what I hnve 
done. Of course I stand r eedy to help in 
any other ways I can in thoae quarters. 

The third of the tasks 
you l aid u~on me, namely a t nlk with 
Doctor Yar d, I have not yet gotten around 
to since I have only been horae e couple 
of hours. I will get after him pron to. 
It I can find any light in the darkness, 
or any chi nks in t he walls , I will let 
you and Mi ke know. 

It was a delight to have 
even l itt l e visits with l OU. And it is 
good to be working tog5t hor again on matters 

_ of common interest, especially since t hese 
affairs are so tremendously important. 

EH.E,so 

Mrs . Yax As \ 
23 Gr amercy Park South 
New York City 

Very truly yours , 

EDWIN R. EMBREt; 



~~ 
_ ___,_...........--- -l 

E. E JI O MRs.\MAx AscoLr 
......,j.---1-

23 Gramercy Park south 
New York 3 , New York 

May 28, 1945 

You are certainly prompt , efficient , and I 
trust, effective. 

I should have told you before you wrote to 
Dr. Mann that either the Rockefeller Foundation or 
the General Education Board, some years ago , made an 
investigation of the Bureau. The report which they 
finally got out was to the effect that in working in 
the Schools , the Bureau was probably doing more harm 
than good b. bringing t o the attention of the children 
and teachers the problems of prejudice . This report 
has certainly done us more harm than good and some­
ti1ing ought to be done about it . I do not know 
whether you can get a copy of it , but we keep bumping 
smack into it , and it should be corrected. 

David Hyman, whom you met at my house in 
Janur-iry knows about this . The Hofheimer Foundation 
where he is a member of the Board is having a meeting 
on June 12, and if ~e could possibly get a retraction 
from the Rockefeller folks before then, it would be a 
big help . 

Ue are meeting tomorrow with the NCCJ and I 
v,111 let you know how we come out . 

Just to make things more complicated, Max 1 s 
room-mate enroute home from San Francisco was' ilson, 
the new head of the intercultural probra.m of that 
organiuttion. They became very friendly . Is this a 
good thing or a bad thing? 

Again many thanks for all you are d0ing for 
our mutual project . I too enjoyed our brief visit 
and am terribly g rateful to you for helping us out in so 
:many ways . 

Mr. Edwin Embree 
4901 Ellis hvenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Very sincerely, 

1~ 
i~ 

✓ 
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u(<tJ lo ~lo AX ASCOU M . M 
23 GRAMERC Y PA'RK s5lJTH 

RK 3 , N. Y . N EW YO 

I 
Dear Ed,lin : 

June 1 , 1945 

l\o check yet from J,rarshall Field. 
\e are still keeping our fingers crossed. 
I can ' t tell you how important this is . 
He has such a unique pos tion of lender.:.. 
ship in the field of r£' ce rel" tions . 

\1th warmest greetines , but 
hurriedly 

Mr. Edwin Embree 
4901 Ellis nvenue 
Chicago , Illinois 



\~-::/ __ j_ /1-- p si MAX ASCOLI 

23 Gramercy Park south 
New York 3, New york -\ \ J une 5, 1945 

Dear Edwin: 

Adele and I saw Mr. Leste~ Graanger of the Urban 
League todey and were much impressed by his account 01 
their .rogram. I asked him v.hether it did not conflict 
with the program of the American Council on Race ReJ..Utions, 
and he assured me that, al.though the progra s ere verJ 
similar, the t~o organizations were working very closely 
together and avoiding duplication. 

we anted to know 1rom you v hether the Urb&n League 
is actually doing as goocl a job as their reports would 
indicate and whether there is real cooperation between them 
and the AMerican Council. Could you let me know about this 
as soon as possible as we would like to send our con~ribution 
to Mr. Granger prompt.cy, if your report is favorable. 

I just learned toaay th~t 1arshall Field isn't 
goir..g to give the Bureau any .. J• It is a real blow, ns 
I thought it was all settled. lfo come? Should I suspect 
Louis \eiss? I can1t tell you now mwiy people ask whether 
or not 1-arshall Field is supporting us and how he.rd it is to 
have to continue to say "no". 

I certainly have become one of your most regular 
correspondents. Hope you dontt ind. 

Mr. Edwin Eobrce 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, lLlinois 

Very sincerely, 



June 6, 194S 

Dear Marion, I have the enclosed ~ d r epl y from 
Loui:J ifeias. I have talked the 

matter over with lla.rshall Field and put the mat ter 
up as strongly as I could to Weiss. I don•t think 
we should l.et up, but I don 't think there i s anything 
else I can do except as f'roa t i.Ile to time I get a 
purely informal chance at Fiala. 

Meanwhile, I have sent on to ltike 
Giles very cordial - and noncommital - letters f r om 
A. R. Mann and Marjorie Elkus that at l east l eave the 
way open for formal appeal. 

ERE:MJI 
Enc. 

lars. Max Ascoli 1 

23 GrameFey t'ftrk South 
New York 3, New York 

Very truly yours , 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 

P.S.: - This doesn ' t mean 
that I am giving up 

on Marshall Field; merely that 
I think the effective next 
approach, so far as I run 
concerned, is casual rather 
than another frontal attack. 

ERE 



June 7, 1945 

Dear Marion: I heartily approve the work of 
the National Urban League . They 

are not quite as good l l S they claim -- but who of us 
i s. I suggest th~t with any contributi on you mP.ke 
you call at tenti on expli citly to the fact that 
you underst nd they Qre working i n harmony and 
coopers t i on with the J.merican Cot.mci l on Race Relationa. 
A good division of labor has been worked out bµt 
Lester Granger needs to keep being reminded of i t. 
A check from a member of the Rosenwald family would 
be a fine assur~nce of cooperati on in vie• of the 
heavy support the fund is giving to the Council. 
Of ccurse the Fund also contri butes to the Urban 
Le&gue and has for many ye~rs . 

Very truly yours , 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 
EHE :SO 

Mrs. Max Ascol! ~ 
23 Gramercy ~ bouth 
Ne• Yor~ J, New York 



February 1 , 1946 

Dear 

Mike is going to be i11 Cliicago next month 
nnd he will devote part of hif time there to fund 
raising. Ho\1ever, he vllll need letters of intro­
duction and we arc counting on you to help us out . 

ie had a very successful meeting in 
Philadelphia yesterday and ex: ect to net quite £ 

tidy sum from the group whom ,·e invited to luncheon . 
It is really importB.nt that ,rn do not confine ull 
our fund raising efforts to New York City . 

\':ouldn 1 t it be possible f'or Mike to see 
l\1b.rsh. .... ll Field for half an hour while he is in 
ChicLgo? It ce.n I t hurt and I do think he should 
be one of our contributors even if he only gives 
a few thousand dollars . His absence from our 
list of contributors is often noted. 

,:e still have a 1 )ng way to go to realize 
our budget for this year and we need your help as 
never before . \,e are launched! \ c ure on our way 
both as to the work itself and our fund raising 
activities . This is really the crucial moment. 

I am leaving next 1.10ek for 1 rizona so 
that I cE::.n do no more for the Bureau until I 
return in April. 

',i th warmest personal greetings to you 
and Dr. \'Jill . 



February 4 , l:;J_,6 

Dea r Marien: Thar :eye:.. for your 1rnt..: . Unfvrt;:.me.::.ely , 
l a.,. a:..nu sr,a.rtir:g fol' t;,o .... t· three 

week$ lr Califcrr.iu. ! air. , 1,0wever, lca1Tin,_; :,chind 
a.rr.:me;e:r.ents l'or int.rcuuction~ for Mike Jiles , .:..,c .... ~.din/, 
1 hope , ar~ oppot .. turii ty for h ~r. ·:,o tc1lk wi t.h ! ar!.ha..Ll .i4 .:.eJ..t • 

Tha ~ gen t_t;;mur .. is a...i.GO ar;ay for 1~0!1 t of February. .;: 
hop1; tie car, get h ir. i~l tu th1.; 10ld. of contr-ibu tor::. t.<, :rw 
_otcr:::uJtura.1.. B\.r~e.u . 

Hevc a go0-.1 :.l.;iiD in Ari :xnu . .... hr.>p~ -r.c 
see sca:cti1ini l!:t re cf each ot.her· v;-hen you get back. 

EFE:Jllri 

J 

J 



Dear Doctor Ascoli: 

February 13, 1946 

In Doctor Alexander' s 

absence, may I thank 

you for the two reprints which you have so 

thoughtfully sent to him? I shall be 

glad to call them to hi s attention when 

' he returns to the office. 

Vary truly your~, 

- •JWJK~ OU !A 
SO Secretary to Doctor Alexnnder 

Dr. Max scoli _ 
23 Grame,;-ay' Park ~outh 
Ne,r York Ci ty 3 



May ';:.7 , 1946 

De!ir :Jarion: Having s1,>ent some time in the early 
year s quarreli ng or ut least di sagr ee­

ing wi th you, I • ent to rei:>ort th .... t I think your work 
wi th the Intercultur~l Bureau is mLgnificent . Not only 
have you done an outstundin~ job on finance, but you 
hrve been a tower of strength to Mike Giles . fhe 
service of one able l &.ym&n on the Board of .rrus tees 
m.:.kes l::.11 the difference in the world to a direc tor. 
£he spl endid progres s of the Bureau during t he past 
two years is of equ&l credit to Mike and to you. 

My congrbtulo.tions and n.y c..dmiration 
for cne of America 's f i ne people! 

Mr.:. . Max Ascol L 
~3 Gra.mercy°'Pa'rk South 
Ne" York Ci ty 3 

Very t r ~ly your~, 

Eow1N R. EMBKt.t:. 

~ 

J 



May ,7, 1946 

Dear Mari on: My conscience, or somethi ng , l ed me 
to brine u~ ~t the Bureau meeting the 

ol d question that you and I ar gued in the earl y days of 
the rund ' s rural educ~ti on program . Since I hive cowe to 
so hi gh an aJmi ration for you, I find inyself we.nting you 
to .icr.ow just 'tihl, t my ;,osi t i ,.m WG s "nd v1hy . 

then the Fund started to try to impr ove 
rural teaching, (following the buildi ng of schoolhouses) 
I was anxious tht1.~ we Know, of our own experience, j us t 
what tne fEiult& of tne rural schools wer e, and just whl\t 
good rurbl teaching should be. We had decided to ~ut a 
million dol lars or more into G progrLm of te~cher educa­
tion, and I felt we snould not fol low theories or exis t­
ing pr&ctices - - ei:i,:>ecially ti.o&e i n vogue in tl.e bi g 
te~chers 1 col leges in the Nor th - - but should proceed 
realistically on the brsis of our own "explorLtions" i n 
t he southern rurul schools . 

We 5,>ent two full years in work in the 
little schools , both whit and col or ad, using £• staff of 
& dozen young teachers and checki ng t heir exper i ences thr ee 
times each year i n conferences of matur• educators in 
what we called our ~outhern Rur~l Conference. 

liS I remember , you and .1,.,essing were 
very impatient of these "explorL-tions". You f elt -
correc tly -- th~t us a foundhti on we cou.ld not scatt ~r 
our hel p all over.,the whole rur~l South &nd must cor;centr 1te 
at a few i1,stituti ons that ware prept.rin0 tee.chars . I agr eed 
witn yc.,u in ever.tthing but timing. I i'elt th&. t before we 
undertook worK . t & col lege level, we would have to be i n a 

J 



Mrs . Max Ascoli - 2- )Jay 27, 1946 

posi t i on ~o redirect -- in fact wholly r aorganize -- the teacher 
educ?.ti on pro6rams of these co~leges . 

I em convinced th~t I wus ri6bt in this 
major thesls . te did in~titute at the four colleges that we 
fiu,lly chose pro0 rams ver y ctiff erent from anything they or 
other ir.stitutions wer-::- doi ng . Ana we found 1,1eo_t>l e such 
6S ~ike ~iles and youn& f i pton to put the new progr ams 
into effect. I think we have had di~tinct influence, 
but to t, i & u~y it re~uired per sister.Ce to keep these 
coll eges t"rom slumJiu6 oock into routine t r aining i n book­
learning without giving the ~tuaent tehcher any experience with 
children or liny i nterest in community problems . 

On t he other hana, your insi stence on 
concentr,tion on a few tencaer col~egea snur pened our 
thinKi ng, ~nd 1 am sure result ed i n our movi ng more 
promptly ~nd more intensively into tho four demonstra­
tion centers. 

Excuoe this lonG comment on past history. 
I want yo1... to ,mo-. that in s;ii te of my per slstence on the 
exploration progrblll , I ~ppr eciate your insi stence in 
:.eeing tw .. t ea soon ... s possible we c,ncentrat~d on a few 
demonstration colleges . All this i s t he 11synthesis" 
tL~t is sup9ooed to be the redult of good, ccnstructive 
controversy. 

ERE:.::iO 

Mt::>. ruex ~scoli 
~3 Gramercy .ar~ South 
New for.IC City .3 

Very truly yours, 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 

J 



- MRS. MAX ASCOLI 

:RE -~ __\~I 0 

ftv ~'"--0 

Dear Edwin: 

I 

\ 

I 
570 Lexington Avenue 
New York 22, New York 

June 7, 1946 

I am having your letter of May 27th (the short 
one) framed and hung in my bedroom as a testimonial and to 
cheer me up on the maey days when I decide I am not good 
at aeything . I carmot tell you how much your confidence 
in me and your understand~ of the Bureau has meant to me. 

Your retrospective case for the11explorations11 

is very convincing. I only wish I had a greater memory of all 
the details of our scrap. It seems to me now that I must have 
gotten terrib:cy- excited about practically nothing as certainly 
the program you outlined makes very good sense to me today. 
Just put 11\Y violence down to youth and the influence of Bob 
Hutchins. 

The generous contribution of the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund to the Bureau, for the next three years, means every­
thing in the world to us. we are absolutezy bound and 
determined to justify it and have now adopted a $300,000 
budget for next year. The program better be good too. I am 
sure it will be with Mike at the head of things . 

Again many thanks for all your help, encouragement 
and kind words. 

Mr. Edwin R• Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

Very sincerely, 
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:BD204 40=NGR NEWYORK NY 2 1 406P 
EDV/1 N R Et'i3 REE= 

4901 ELLIS AVE= 

WILL YOU BE IN NEW YORK ON T~URSDAY AND IF SO COU LD YOU 
MEE T ME FOR AN HOUR AT ABOU T T~O THIRTY IN THE AFTE RNOON 
I WOULD LIKE VERY ~UCH TO HAVE A CHANCE TO TALK TO YOU 

WA RtiE ST, GREET '· NGS= . _!_~_,,_t I , lvy~_'f~,-3_w.;;_V_1. ___ 1<- ,. , < 1 v ~-

( MAR I O t/J) As COL I ; ! _I I+ I 1 '1 3 
\ i ;:Ji~ 1- -1 1i~ 

-- I 
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June 21,., , 1946 

Dear Mrs . Ascoli: In newer to your wire, thi s is to 

advise that Mr. :&nbree•s t rip to New 

Yor1c fo to be very brief as he :must leave on t}l e late h.fter ­

noon train ~ednesday, June 26. 

RC 

Mrs . Max Ascoli 1 ~ ~ 
23 Gn..n1-=-~ South 
Ne•<v York J, New York 

Very truly you:·" , 

Prr:-rrA C. <... 1 ., • • • 

Secret ury to Mr. Embree 



October .31, 1946 

Dear Marion: I t wns good to see you at the Gr amercy 
Park luncheon and the Intercultural. seminar. 

The luncheon was a delightful and moving occasion to me. 
I fel t I did not do a very good job at the seminar chlefly 
because what with colds and one thing and another I was 
so exhausted I could not do very keen thinking. At any 
rate, some good comment came from t he gene~al discussion. 

As I remember, you and I had agreed on 
this division of labor with respect to the Field Foundat ion: 
I will first put the matter up to Louis Weiss as he has 
suggested. If we do not get what we want from t hat con­
ference then -- but not til l then -- you will go directly 
to .Marshall Field. 

I have been concerned about the dupl i ca­
tion of effort that seems to exist between the Bureau and 
the National Conf'erence of Christians and Jews. I have 
also been troubled about the Conference itself because 
it seems to me that ~bile asking acceptnnce for Je~s and 
Catholics, it is not willing to plunk for simil ar accept­
ance of racial minorities or to come out for a f lat stand 
in behalf of brotherhood and democr aoy. Since I know 
MoCracken fairly well, I have had a go at him on this 
whole matter. I ao enclosing a memorandum that I sent 
him in connection with a reply to soue of his questions 
in this general field . I would be interested in your re­
actions to this memorandum. I do not want to muddy the 
waters but I am distressed at the present duplication of 
ef fort and the lack of a clear diffe1entiation or function 
between the Conference and the Bureau. 

ERE:RC 

lArs . Max\ Ascoli 
23 Gramerc~ South 
New York 3, Ne~ York 

Vey tl:UlY yoqrs, 

-----.. ... ow1i't1 EMBREE 

rw r 



Qt m, ~ MAX rAscou I ~ l t r.-.. 
l ....... __.;.l~~~;.;:a;;,,,...:1--t-=::::::::: ... t--- 23 Gramercy Park South 

:.:..::Jl--~l-~--"-"'1~--;---- New York 3, New York 

- ~11--------• -
November 7, 1946 

--
Dear Edwin: 

Many thanks for your nice letter. I agree with 
you about the National Conference of Christians and Jews 
and only hope you will be able to do something about it. 
As you know, from Mike, we tried to cooperate with them only 
to discover that they were picking our brains and then going 
ahead to duplicate our work. At that time, they had a man 
named Wilson at the head of their intercultural program. I 
dontt think he is there any more. He was very antagonistic 
to the Bureau besides being a shrewd operator. 

I don't see how the Conference can help but do a 
most superficial job in the educational field as their claims 
are very great and their staff very small. 

About your idea for their doing a promotional job -
I do not know whether or not I agree with you. It seems to 
me that the f acilitiesare ver-y limited and that to promote 
a desire for something which is not available may be a mistake. 
Perhaps between us we could devise certain practical steps 
that could be taken by a given community to implement a desire 
on its part for improvement in race relations. Mike, however, 
seems to be against blueprints and I think he is right. 

Any way, I am delighted that you are trying to 
straighten out this tangle. 

I am wondering when you are going to see Louis 
Weiss (or will you write t o him?). In any case, I shall do 
nothing until I hear from you. I am reasonably sure he is 
the stumbling block in this situation. Wey he is against 
the Bureau, I don1t know. 

I enjoyed both the luncheon and the seminar very 
much and hope that you will be in New York again in the near 
future and that we will have a chance to talk at some length 
about our mutual interests and problems. 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicc:.go, Illinois 

Very sincerely, 
\ 



November 27, 191/J 

Dear Marion: I had a fine tal.k with Louis V:eiss . He 
insists that ha has been an advocate of 

the Bureau f r om the first . I am sure he is sincere in this 
and that simply a series of misadventures have blocked the 
Field gift. I believe this from my oun knowledge as well 
as from hi s stutement since when t he Bureau and the American 
Council decided to go their separate ways, be spoke earnestly 
of the importance of the educational arm in our general attack 
on human relations . At any rate, he is prepared to help see 
the matter t hrough now, and I set up with him and Mike Giles 
a specific procedure for getting the Bureau's application 
again before the Field Foundation. 

I am enclosing copy of the letter I have 
just sent to Mr. Field in continuati on of a talk that he and 
I had at the recent meeting of the Fund Trustees. I feel 
confident of a f avorable response prooptly. I think maybe 
we should all hold any additiono.l fire at this time and until 
nature talces its course. If we don 't get a favorable reply 
promptly, I am then in favor of violence and no holds barred. 

r.e missed you at the Bureau m.eeting . I hope 
you had no serious troubles at t he hospital. I continue to 
be more and more interested in the Bureau and its work. I 
nm especially impr essed by the active participation of such 
gr and people as Ruth Benedict and Dean Melby and by the really 
inspired leadership of Mike Giles. 

ERE:RC 
encl. 

Mrs . Max Ascoli 
23 Gramercy Park South 
New York 3, New York 

Ver y truly yours, 

C.uW/N R. Er.moE: 



EDC" 
I\ L. 

Dear Edwin: 

23 Gramercy Park South 
New York B, New York 

December 2, 1946 

I was really delighted to get your letter and 
to know that our chances of getting a contribution from 
the Field Foundation look brighter. We really need the 
money and we need Mr. Field's name as a contributor to 
the Bureau. I will not go into action until I receive 
word from you. The letter you wrote to Mr. Field should 
certainly bring results, and I am delighted that you are 
so favorably impressed with Mike and with our program. 

It is a great comfort to me to have you, with 
all your years of experience in philanthropic work, so 
enthusiastic about the Bureau. 

I was terribly sorry that I couldn't get to 
the meeting. I am completely recovered now and hope 
that I will never have to miss another one. 

With warmest greetings to you and Kate, 

Very sincerely, 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Dece:nber 23, 1946 

Dear ?.,iarion : Your telegri.:.Lm puts me in E box. I 
r eall y thir,.k 1 t, is bet ter nr. t to 

heck.le the Field peo:)l<:: further a t t his t.l1T•E . Cu 
t he other hand, I ~oule f eel. terribly cheap i f ~ith­
out f'~rther pr od.di ng an apprcprl.attou di d not, come 
t hrough from them pr etty 1,r o~pt ly. At any r ate, I 
think any t:irther. ~orl ~t tht~ ttQe should go only 
to Mr. l":\.eld personsJ.ly. If yo J. sea h116l, certaluly 
t h9t'P. i s no r'ilnc:on ·:.h;r you she 1ld ilot ruise the ques­
tion as vigorousl:r o.s you nant . I t.bink a pt;r sonlll. 
talk would be 1,mch batter th:m a note, but ~Jthing 
t'Erectl y bebeen ~•01.1 -:.nd lbrshi'J-1 would be all r ight. 

The E~brees ' Christ.Ila.a was made 110re 
pl easant by your ~enutif:i!. c •. rd. Thtt te;:;t or Christmas 
wi shes to yo1.l r:.nd yo:it·s. 

EREzRC 

Mrs . Max A,.scoll 
23 Gramercy Park South 
New York 3, New York 

v~ry truly your~, 

EDW'N R 
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Dear Edwin: 

MRS. MAX ASCOL! 

{ft Y?) I 
23 Gramercy Park south 
New York 3, New York 

April 16, 1947 

I understand that the Jelliffets of Karamu 
House have made an application for support to the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund. 

Though I have never been to see their 
project, I understand from everybody that it is 
perfectly wonderful and that it has done one of the 
best jobs in race relations any where in the country 
and has had an influence on the whole city of Cleveland. 

As you know, Adele and I have both given 
them support in the past . They have written me now 
suggesting that I write to tell you of our interest 
in order to strengthen their plea to the Julius 
Rosenv,ald FUnd. 

I hope you will be in New York soon and 
that we can get together before I move to Croton. 
I know how you love to come out in the country. 

V,armest greetings to you and Kate . 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Very sincerely, 

IY/_~ 



April 23, 1947 

Dear Marion: I run afri:..ici Ka r amu Houce is n ot in 
the; Fund c&rds. ';'.e are really close 

to the bottom of tho b ... rrcl, ctnd v:e h'.ve all a6reed 
th~t He n1u~t ret,orve the fer. remuining thousands to 
try to nail dot n t.t. firil\ly as ro3oible the things in 
which v.e ha.va been most deeply interested. I hrve 
tc:t.lked -.:ith J elliffe und hi;.ve a. hich opinion or \~htd, 
he ...nd his r..:;.sociates b.l'e doi ng. I t is just a ca:,e 
of bny single V{.ency not being ~ble to do ~11 of the 
good things . 

I a.m hoping t o be in New York on 
tlsy 11 and 12. I hope you will not have got into 
the wilds of Croton by that time. My greetings to 
all the ..-~scolis . 

Very truly yours , 

ERE: RC 

Mrs. M~x: AacQU 
23 Gramercy Park So~th 
New York 3, New York 

Enw1N R ~ 
• c:.MEJREE 

r 



MRS. MAX ASCOL! 

Dear Edwin: 

• 
I 

23 Gramercy Park South 
New York 3, New York 

April 28, 1947 

~ -1--\_. 
Many 

April 23rd. 

I I I 
thanks fo~u-r-l,e.t,t.&i)- of 

We are not moving to Croton until 
May 15th, so will be in New York on May 11th 
and 12th. Please do give me a ring when you 
get in to New York as I would like very much 
to see you. 

Warmest greetings, 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 ~llis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

Very sincerely, 



' l&ay 15, 1947 

Dear Marion: I was so sorry t.hat our t elephone 
c1:1lls k-;:pt miss1~6 eacn other. I 

was under particw.arly he~vy stresc this trip. My 
Nev York time ~as cut s~or t - •1ery pleuszmtly - by 
an invitation from Mrs. Hoosevelt to come up to 
tlyue Perk for Tuefday ~ornlng and luncheon . I tried 
for you ~onday afternoon, hoping that you and your 
distinguished husb>..Jld might join us in a party on . 
the St. Regis' Roof tht.t my Princeton chilcren ho.d 
co~decred me for . ~e all stu.rted off at just 
about six only to finct when I got home at .the end 
of the eveninb thut )'Our call must ht.Ve co.ae in 
jlli>t ~bout ~s we were leuving the apart~ent. Mucb 
better l uck next time! 

EP..E;RC 

Mrs.~ Ascoli • 
23 Gr4mercy furk South 
he"A YorA 3, Nei, York 

Very truly yours , 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 



ERE 

MRS. MAX ASCOLI 

!I_,~ m1,pk_ 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

My dear Mr . Embree: 

23 Gramercy Park South 
New York 3, New York 

February 10, 1948 

Maey thanks for your letter of 
February 3rd. 

I am looking forward to being in 
Chicago for the final meeting of the Trustees 
of the Julius Rosenwald Fund, and am reserving 
May 28 and 29 for this occasion. 

Vecy sincerely, 

P- S. 



February 16 , 1948 

Dear i.lt.rion: Remeiaber our en~ago.aent for a 
little ni~ht Life? Are you by 

1:..ny chance free \Jednesdi..y eveninb, ?ebr.ua.ry 25? 
I wn trying - probuhly in vain - for seuts for 
"Streetcar". For t hi s or 1:ihu.tever I hope we can 
,u.t.l,e gooa on our publ i c pro.ni $o of liU .!Vening 
to6 ether. I wi.J...L ht? ret.cnin0 No,, ion. Fel.iruc.ry 
:, or 24 and will telef,hone ubout c..etailed 
arrnne,e.:ien t.s . 

Very tl"Uly your~, 

Eow1N R. E .e~ 
ERE:NL 

"4rs. max J,scoli 
2J uramercy Phr k South 
Hew York. 3, New ::lork 
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ERE ti 0 @$) 
2:i ~ex fl?A~~ SOUTtl 

June 7, 1948 

De Edw . . 
I do not know when a letter has pleased me as much as 
yours did. I showed it to Max who was equally delighted. 

I must tell you again how deepl.Y' I regret my inability 
to join with all of you in celebrating the very real 
accomplishments of the Fund. 

Hoping to see you some time this summer. 

With warmest greetings to you and Kate. 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

Very sincerely, 

I 
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