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JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Application and accompanying documents should be filed as early as possible for tbe convenience of the Fellowship 
Committee, preferably during the early autumn. No application can be considered by the Committee unless the 
completely filled-out blank and all of the materials requested reach the Director for Fellowships by January~ 1942$ 

Negro (29 White Southerner D 

/ ~ 

Name in full .. ~l.i.z~.Q~.t};l .. v.a.tlet.t .... ~/.#.?., .. (Pf?. A .. " ..... ~-... ~--( .. ,#. ............... . 
./ 

Present address -1.:-i.a.:;p i.o.n .. ln s.t.i ;:._..i :t.e , .......... :..~,-~on, ............ i/irgi nia. ............. . 
City State 

Permanent address .. l.0'2.4 . .,_,'LflO!lt .. StJ~F.'.et., .. ~~•-· ........ ~.c;l.s.aing.tor.,. l, .. 1., •......•..••.•.•.•. 

City State 

Present position (be specific) ... U.ne.:up.loycd ........................................................ . 

Institution or organization ........................................... Annual salary ............... . 

Address 
City State 

Specific Field •.•. b.zu.l:p-tu-:Fe- ..... • • • • · • · · • · · · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Concise statement of plan of work ........ .:x . ...a.on.~l..n .. l .:..u y .. in. ~-t O.t.~ ... rid .. .\,o.od ............ . 

. .. . a) •.. <:tn"' .. ~:?.c.hni.c.· .. 1. s.chool .. ic .. th~. :=.au.th •....................................... 

Dates of period for which grant is desired .. ····-Y , .. l.9 4.~ ......... ay, .. 19.4 4- .............................. . 

What is your estimate of the total duration of the proposed project? .... Un.A. ye?.r •......................... 

Will you return to your present position? ......... If not, for what position do you seek further training? ........ . 

If yo1t contemplate grad1iate study, please fill ·iti the following: 

What institution do you wish to attend? ................................................................. . 

Have you been admitted? ............... For what degree will you work? .................................. . 

Under whose supervision? ................................... Department of ............................. . 



Personal History \ I 

Place of birth .... ,:i.th.i.n~t.o.n., .. ...-... J .•........................... Date of birth ... '..-pril .. 15 .•. 1915. 

Single, married, widowed, divorced ... ~·.ar.r i.ed ......................................................... . 

Name and address of wife or husband .... :r. 9-r l.ee .. ,1".i t.e .. ,. . --8.."nJ;l.ton. Ins.t i.tu.t.e.,. V" ............. . 

Occupation and salary of wife or husband ... R.Q$~!'.1W~l.4. -~ ~.l:J..QV . .in .P.1-i.ntJIJe .................... . 

Number and ages of children ........................................................................... . 

Dependents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To what extent?. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Relationship ..................... . 

Have you any constitutional disorder or physical disability? .. -.,.Q • ......................................... . 

(The Committee on Fellowships reserves the right to require a full physical examination.) 

Draft Sta tufl: 

Education 

One official transcript of your college and university records together with fiv-e copies must be submitted with your 
application. (Copies may be typed by the applicant.) 

College 

University 

Professional 
or technical 

Special study 

Name of Institution Period of Study 
(Give dates) 

... O.srip ..... P.r..kin.c ................... 19.4? ............ . 

Degrees, Diplomas, 
Certificates 

(Give dates) 

r, 1· '1 ' .... t 
. . --:'.•.~ !' ... f ... . -': ..... . 

Significant extra-curricular activities .................................................................... . 



Experience 

Give record chronologically. 

Institution or Organization Address Position Inclusive Dates Annual 
Salary 

1450 

.1.r&.i.:-ie .ie, v:>llet e ~-empstead, "'exas " 1
' 1c-~o 1 ,o 110 • . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ' ...... ·.,· ...................... - ................................................... - .. 

.Jillar UniverGitv .. ew Orleans, L~. '' InztruJtor 1940-42 .......................... ""· ............................................................. . "('(' 0 

Accomplishments 

l. Of what learned, scientific, or artistic societies are you a member? ...................................... . 

. . . . . . . . . . .• ;!'. 1;. .i.:-.. :t.s .' .. 1.~ ,. £1:l,l .e .. P.-l . ~,., ..... ·.i. c ....................................................... . 

2. What research or creative work have you done? (If in business or a profession, give evidence of standing and 
achievements.) 

...... ..;~ .t..: ........ etc.he.a.. l i .... t .. of.. ~.xr ... i ... i tion!:' .. anri .. aw.ar.ds .................................. . 

3. Publications (Books and articles. Give title, date, and publisher.) ...................................... . 

4. List scholarships or fellowships you have previously held .or now hold, stating in each case the places and periods 
of tenure, the studies pursued during your incumbency, and the amounts of the stipends. 



Budget Estimate 

Room and board ......................... '/,. -~-~Q .•. -.9 .. 
Clothing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ;, n C ... Ce, .. 
Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 
Tuition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -~~0.O ... C0 .. 
Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .J 0.0 ... OO .. 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.0 •. CO .. 
. . __ tr--::.~ i aL.t . :t o.ol.c, .. 1 ir i.n::_;.t .. '/, .. 60.0 .. .00 .. 
thip~inc, ~rating, ~tc. 

Total amount needed 
Amount applicant can provide 

Amount requested from Fund 

'/,.~00.0 ... 00 .. 
'/, ..... --:~.-: ... 

$2.00.0 •. co .. 

Clip ( do not paste) 
photograph here 

If you have applied or expect to apply elsewhere for any fellowship for the same period (which is, of course, per­
missablc) state the facts regarding such application. 

I•••'••••••••••••••••••••••••••• o • • • • • • o o • • • • • • • • • o, • • • • • • • • • • • o • o • o • • • • • • • • • • o o o o o • • • • • • • • • • o • • • • o o • • 

References 

List references from whom confidential information may be obtained concerning your professional qualifications and 
from whom expert opinion may be obtained as to the value and practicability of your proposed plan of work. 

Name of Reference Position 

.t...,.r • .:·a..nes 7 • ..... '?'.rr ing .. ead of ,i..r t ...>ept. 
• • ,.,,"" •·· • .....-G _,:::, e:r-• i;Gn2,,ill·D.n • • • ✓ · · · · II 11 ................... ' ....... . 

If JI If ... ' ........................ . 

Address 

a .arc. univ., 1li!sh. ,.!J • .; 

-~!'l.i-t: .... n:' .. Io .. :a,.. lo:."": ... ' 
vity, J.om 

1.~: .. c o:.ib. . ~.:i 11 e.; :-., ... l?'."l . .. 

Orleans, ........ 

. . . -~ ~ .'-'.. ~<?rC?~.~ .. y_ . ':'.• .. ~ ,fl)~_:r:- ....... ,._;µ_r ;._4 9.:: .. 0!. -=~~tn.~ i.n.,; ~ ... u s.~u.'ll .. of .. !.-ro.dr-.rn. :\r.t .. . 

Statement of Plan of Work 

and 3culpture _,e. .. o:rk 0 i ty 

. _:;n_ . ~h-;\r.l ~.l:? ..•. ;t ... , ... -~ .... 
: .. ew Y or - ...: i ty 

Submit a statement giving detailed plans for your work during the tenure of your fellowship. This statement should 
include: (I) a full description of the project, including its character, scope, and significance; (2) the present state 
of the project (time of commencement, progress to date, etc.) and expectation as to completion; (3) the proposed 
university, institution of similar grade, or other place where work- would be carried on, and the authorities with 
whom it would be done; ( 4) your expectation as to publication or use of the results of your study; (5) subsequent 
plans for your career. 

Your plan of work should be carefully prepared. Submit seven copies typed on 8½"xll" paper. Your name 
should be on each sheet. 

SIGNATURE .... ~···~················································· 



Pl C' 

~culpture, to ille, hac a definite role 1n the life of the 

.mer lean ,.,e~ro. It :.hould not lrn shut away from hi:::n in mu3EWm3 

here he rarely go"'B, but "hould bP.cone a :part of hie. evpry day 

life. It should be brought to hlm ~t' an ornamP.n't in his home; 

a.s - p~rt of the build in in ·1hich he li vP.s, c ... the school or 

..;hu ... ·eh \ 1hich he attends; or as a. mom.L,r-nt to soriething he has 

contribu~P1 tc m~ric~, or to o P of thP grP~t ~ericnn _p roes. 

his r,roblP:ne, his ir.bitionc, -n.l hi E'Ccorrolirhi."'nts in t:rood, 

cl~y, and ntone. 

'l-- ... culpt"L.re found in oo t .-ci.;:-o inrtitution ... i" li itcd 

...,Li.oat co. :plAtely to portr,,it bu~ t~ of outE't-ndin-; l:r-c?'ocs . 

.. 1 tho'..t,.. 1 we find :nonun"'nt• in p"'rk, ~n1 e.rchi tectural ecul-pture 

on ~~ny public ruil 4 ings in the .outh, practically r.one of it 

is concP::-;1ed v.ri th the _,,=,fro people. 7hrough the .. P.A. and a 

fe· interested indi vidualB an-: f ounic'!t ionE, sev,,,ral .mural"', 

dE:aling with l,e__;::-o ou1Jj ect r:i ttcr, ma.k~ thei!' :-pearance here 

und there. rle find, f 0r ,::,;icam:pl"', the '.Joui;;la::: f' m11rals at Fisk, 

.ln<i :.he Jood::-uff murals at ~alladega, but hardly any, here do 

,·1e fin-1 t.u.e .. ork of a :i.::eg::-o ... culptor, aying something a.JOl.lt 

his people to the sou~'!-.. 'oo li :.tle l:r.s been dor..c in thi~ impo'!'"' 

ant fiel.i of c!'entive cxpre:::sion. 
~ pla~ of work ls basFd on the µbove state~ents. I want to 

st.udy the technique:-; of stonn and v.·ootl ca:::-ving for :f ivc o!' si:x 

,:iz r ~h C·tlett 



?, • 

mouths, ...i.nd then to execute a c;ir": ing dedicated to th 0 J;egro • in 

Inc.ustry ar.d A~-·iculture, fo.:- some :.eg::-o aericultur:11 and techni­

cal college, des i;,nat "'d by th~ .i-{or--envmld Foundation. ':'his work 

would be done at t~c ins~itution to stimulate int~rest, ~~ong the 

students and faculty, in i=-culpture, af :1 :TIE 1.nf! of expreRs ion for 

1egores to participate in ~ctiv~ly and to enjoy as a source of 

rr iae :.i.n<l in£:p irat ion. 'l'he carving ·hich I have in riind \I ould be 

executed either in lLr.e..,r.one or in zom.e matc!.'ial founJ. in the a.rea 

where the work is ~o be done. 

':'he l!egro in Indus try and Agriculture a_p:peals to .ne as a 

subj ~ct for two rpu•onsp .l!'irst, it hs.8 been my experience, both 

as a f' tud.e1,t ~.nd as an inst:uc tor i11 }\egro c ollsr;<>s, that the 

average stu,1.,,nt oft en !'.1inir!li zcs the importe nc e ot the agricultural 

and indi.1st::·ial worker,and overemphasizu .,:1e role of the profe::;sional 

wo.r.·ker, s1.1ch u.s ~he tecc::er, n.octor, law:,'nr, rte. It hac taKen the 

:rre.5e11t vrorld confl.:.ct to Ghow uc how vitally neces:::a::y n.re tl-teYJe 

two fields. It Eecme to me that a stu~ent, ~atching a sculptor at 

work daily, tryin; to bring out of a piece of stone his admiration 

and esteem for the countless I:egro farners and industrial workers 

in -L~f>rica, \':ould ._;1,in a sincere appreciation for the mediu::: of 

sculpture as well as for thP- members of hie race who are constan~ly 

contributing to these two very vital sources of production. 3econd­

ly, I have a great ad~iration for these t~o ~roups of people, and 

I have al"Tays had in mind a monument to co::1"' :1P~lected, but im.po.:-­

tant, pha~e of Necro lif~. 

Blizabeth ~atlett 



~~ ~culct be rreferaul. LO me if the {o~enwald ~oundati~n 

ould ~e~i...,nate the in~ti~ution rh'-"re the PJri: is to be ""o:u-, 

a,., it a..1.c.r, n:an: schoolE, ani~ i. in a ::nuch 't'Ptter po~,iti•Jn to 

~ecide ,here such a piecP. of sculrtur6 ~ould b~ mo.t effec:ive. 

I -; . .i.11 do re5e,trch in the n0 ricultu_ral anu ir.dustrial b~~ckgrou~d 

of the arer i., wl:ich I am ·orkinE;, in orcie:::- to include ir. :l:e 

carvint:: .. _ ecif -C. .1. ct. .. and sy;11boln y;hich are a p:::.rt of the 

co!ui.Jlta1ity. ! have done .. ome stone ca.rvi1:g c.lready; exec...ll,iu 0 , 

in lime::;toJJ."', a l,eg!'o !Lother ant...., ·1d e.s e.. theFis fa!' .... y ._azter 

of ~ine Art~ aegree. 

,,;y f\i t:...re plan ... are t .i. ei ,;.p very clooc::..y with th is :n·cJ ect. 

1 .,,,an., .. v work continuouEl;r in sculptu . .:-c, ooth a.., a .eans of 

C},.."}:)~e..,::io:::. ar..d r:: c ir.P.diuI!l for con-..ribu~1n~ t.o the ae ... thetic 

life o . .: the A..ner ican .i:;eero. .'he th'-'r I ca.!1 do t~-:i:; ':.,e ... t b:r r.orl:ing 

ir..de.t,>end.ently or by tea.chin,:: a,::; ... in , ~ ill c.etermine ,·h~t -cry courJe 

~hr..11 be. 

=lizabc~h Ca~lctt 



I JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

SECOND RE,UEST 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate Miss Elizabeth Catlett (Mrs. Charles White) 

Report Requested of Miss Dorothy C. Miller 

Museum of Modern Art, New York, New York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellow­
ship and has given your name as a reference. The .candidate's plan of 
work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's 
qualifications, and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his abil­
ity to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply 
will be of great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Commtttee 
sufficient ttme for adequate consideration of the large number of 
candidates. 

We request .candid 
in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from-personaiitynandicaps which would make it difficult 
to obtain and hold a position giving hiln opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed 

Position or Title 

Address ______________________________________ _ 

__________ Date __________ _ 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Elizabeth Catlett 

Mr. Robert D. Feild 

Nev:corob College, New Orleans, Louisiana 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

Werequut ~nilid md critiatl commmtcsr~ m5. °it; ~ 
Director for F1wsbips 

REPORT 

Dear Mr. liaygood: 

I am afraid I am not in a very good position to evaluate the 
charact.er or work capa.ci ty of Miss Elizabeth Catlett. 

As Director of the Newcomb Art School I was thrown in direct 
contact with 1.'iss Catlett, who for the last two years has been in 
charge of the art work at Dillard University. I endeavored to cooperate 
with the Dillard Art Department on a number of occasions and it was on 
the basis of this relationship that I am able to express my opinions 
and offer my suggestions for what they may be worth. 

I should say Miss Catlett's outstanding chara~teristic was her 
determina.tio~ to further the cause of Negro devQlopment in this country. 
I found her extremely intelligent on social and economic problems and 
matters to do with Negro welfare, and formed the .opinion that she has 
taken full advantage of a very diversified background. 

I do not question her sincerity of purpose, but quite frankly 

OVER 

, 



.. 

since I have not actually seen any of her work I have no basis for 
estimating her ability to complete satisfactorily the work she has 
outlined in her project. 

I shall be glad to answer any specific questions you might 
have to ask in greater detail. 

Sincerely yours~ 

~&?w 
Robert D. Feild 
Director of Newcomb J..rt School 

' 
Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 

a position giving him opportunity.to utilize his abilities? 

J 

Signed------------------,-------------------
Robert D. Feild 

Position or Title_=--P=-ro-=-f=-e=s::...:s:....:o=r-"o=f--=A=-r..:.t~, ---'D::...:ir=· ....,e"-=c'-'t=o=r-=o=f---=New=c""'o .... m....,b""'--"'A.._r..,.t'-""S.._oh..._o""o .... l..__ ________ _ 

Address ____ N_ew:__o;....:om:__b_C_o_l_l_e..._ge'-'-1 _T_u...:l..c.a;.c..:n:..c.e_U=n.1.=-· v-'-e=1:..._;·s:...;;i::...;·t=y _______________ _ 

________ N_ew __ O_r_le_a_ns____,,,__Lo_u_i_s_i_a_na __________ Date. January 15, 1943 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

--111eo.~ 
~ Al.ice Elizabeth Catl.ett 

Mr. Harry Sternberg 
333 West 18th Street 
New York, New York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return iL with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal .of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. Since it is impossible to con­
sider the applicant's qualifications until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

Jo .. ~· lJ. H-~~~ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 

Acting Director for Fellowships 

OVER 



, 

/ "-"/\/V ------ ~ ,r-.....-~,/,1,,,,Hff:r-~ /4 
I;-; ,/. ~~~ ~ 
t?- .·~ 

t;~~ 
~~---2L 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold a 
position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



SECOND RECtUEST 

JULIUS ROBENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

Elizabeth Catlett (Mrs. Charles White) 

Mr. James V. Herring 

Howard University, Washington, D, C. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellow­
ship and has given your name as a reference. The ~andidate 1 s plan of 
work is attached. Please return it with your statement.· 

We shall appreciate you~ frank opinion of this applicant's 
qualifications, and an appraisal of his plan of work and of his abil­
ity to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply 
will be of ~reat assistance tn allowlnt the Fellowshtp Committee 
sufficient ttme for adequate consideration of the large number of 
c and t dates. 

We request .candid and 
in strict confidence, 

REPORT 
MISS ELIZABETH CATLETT (MPS. CHAqLES WHITE) GqAOUATEO 

FROM HOWARD UfflVERSlTYtDEPARTMENT OF ~RT,S,8. IN ART,CUM LAUDE, 
JUNE 7,1935.MISS CATLETT IS ONE OF TYREE OF TIIE MOST OUTSTANDING STU­

DENTS WE HAVE HAO THE PtEASURE OF TEACHl~G DURING OUR TW~NTY-ONE 
YEARS AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY. 

T H RO lJ G H U T H E R GO L L E G E C A RE E R , M I S S CA T LE T T HA S ~1 A I N TA I N E E) 

A RECORD OF OUTSTANDING PERFORMA~CE IN ALL IMPORTANT PHASES OF HER 
ORK.THE DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS H~R A sruDENT OF UNUSUALLY EXCELLENT 
IND ANO SKILLED HAND. 

WE ARE HAPPY TO RECO~:t.•EJ\10 SO OIL I GENT AND COMPETENT A 
STUDENT FOR YOUR CONS I DEi- I\T I ON• 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult 
to obtain and hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed 

Position 

YES 

Address_...1:1.CHLA.RD u~ t..'i.E.R.S..LLY .wAsH I NG TON, o. c. 

------------~--- Da t;m( ot {!lA • 9.-.. \q~) 
Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Eli~abeth Catlett 

Dr. L~ster ~ongman 

Univeraity of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualiiications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowi.ng the Fellowship Committee.sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. 

Yourrez:s;;;:::c~~ i L'a~ 

Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

=11zabeth Catlett was probably the uost talented student in 
sculpture , c lrnve ha'i in recent jears. Her 11l!ecro t•othor anc Child 11, 

done a::: a thesis for the ·1 • .:;,. ~. degree, '"e consider the best sculoture 
ever done hor1:1 ,J) a • tudent. It :.as been exhibited anct reproduced 
in national exh:bitions of nerro art. 

"is i Ca tlctt has had college tcu cL:.ne_: experience anr_ is mf-1 ture, 
steady, conscionti.:ms and industrious. I believe she would ,.1orit 
favorable consiu ration os a candidate f'or a fellowship. 

I have studied •~1 10 statenent of plan of work, Lict 'is::; Cut.lett 
sub 11 t tcd and appro vc 0f _;_ t in cv r? o.e tail. I be 1 i ve, li' carJ·iP-d 
Jut it w?uld be excellent far h~r ana f~r educati?n :'..n &rt at so1e 
ln3t.:.tution not es,.,eci.dl:r privileged in t:ds rl')::; cct. -roreovcr, 
I c mc:'..c1er her c~~ a':)le of do.:.n . ..ooC: \'Ork of art if' she has t:-e 
opportunity to execute her plan. I consider lier future promisinc 
in tho field of sculpture if she is given the on ortunity to ~ork. 

OVER 



- .. ' 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

3'.) f~r as I 1.now she is free fro.rt any pe1's :rnal handicaps. 

Signed-/~~-d--'--------, 7-~~--- -----
Position or Title :rofessor Les tcr D. L'.)n r.1an, Head of the Art Deoartr1ent 

Address l\.rt Bui din--i;, Univcrsit) of Io,·,a, Iov 1a Cit71, Iowa 

-------------------------- Date. January 15, 1943 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

EJ.izabeth Catlett 

Miss Dorothy C. Miller 

Museum of Modern Art, New York City, New York 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply will be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

LL}'"9--L c-u¼ C,, if-°t~ua4 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

In fieptember 191..1, I visited the Art Department of the University of Iowa 
and noticed there a sculpture in limestone representing a mother and child. The 
piece seemed to me to have unusual merit and I was much interested to learn from 
Dr. Longman that it was done by a Negro firl,.Elizabeth Catlett, and moreover, 
that it was her first attempt at sculpture. On the basis of this one piece of 
sculpture; I wrote to .. liss Catlett a few months later to obtain photographs of 
other sculpture by her which I hoped to be able to consider for exhibition at the 
~foseum of Modern Art. However, Miss Catlett wrote me that she had not at that 
time finished any further sculpture. 

In the vrlnter of 1942, I was happy to meet Miss Catlett md her husband, 
Charles l,hi te, while they were sta;ying in New York. I have not seen any further 
work by !Jiss Catlett, but she has sent me two photogruphs of rec"'nt small sculp­
tures which are interesting although 1uite different in swle from t}le larve 
piece which attracted my attention in Iov1a. My recom,'llendation of diss Catlett 
for a fellowship is based simnly on the merit of this one piece which I saw and 
which seemed to me so promising. 

I consider Charles nnite one of the outst&noing young Negro artists in this 
country. I have seen his two large murals in Chicago and found tnem remarieably 

OVER 



powerful. It sPems t-0 me that anything which the Rosenwald Foundation can do 
for e-i t.her of these youne artists will surely further the development of Negro 
a.rt in this country . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

I am. sorry to say that I met Miss Catlett only once and cannot give an 
estimatA of her personality. She seemea to me attractive and intelligent. 

Signed _ __.D=--_2---v-v_~ __ e __ ----'---~-------------------­
Position or Title Associate Curet or af pa,; nti ng and Sen J pture 

Address Museum of Modern Art, New York, N. Y, 

____________________________ Date. Harcb 51 1943 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 

4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Elizabeth Catlett 

Mr. Ossip Zadkine 

22 Charles Street, New York City, Ne,, York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name as a 
reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications, and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. An early reply wili be of 
great assistance in allowing the Fellowship Committee sufficient time for adequate consideration of the 
large number of candidates. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your ~;:=t 2.denf I ci ( j ~ 

Director for Fellowships 

OVER 



tf 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold 
a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed __ ___JA~:S:~£:.-,,i·~..LL,_....::...J-Ji---=--~___!~~½'c.....J~~£--=-=-=-----------­

Position or Titl __ ___..~:::::::::I...~"s..f-r.L..!::.:.~__,_~~:::(L_~~~q_..:.~~~;k::l-~----+-----,t± ........ ~~ 

___________________ Date ______ _ 

Please return to the Director for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



_.owa.ru University Btuclent 8h01 F, 1931-36 

:tate ilniv:~sity o~ Iowa ~tudent ~alons, 1938-40 

BiG ? 0 n U~iverfities' Circulating ~YJ:licition, 1°39-40 

Downtown ,;.alleries NeGro Exhibition, 1941 

5rown University 1;egro -8.xhioition, 1942 

l,e,: Orleam: .Art Association, 19ll 

Atlanta Uni vc-?rsi ty :~egro ExJ1 i bit ion, 19 4? 

Jera.nic _,xhibition, 8o~ittPe on Art 1n Americ~n Bducation and 

3ociety of th"' :Suseu.:::i of 1.'od.ern :...rt, ~ New York City, 19 42 

Accepted for 1:eero Circulating Exhibition, :Boston nrneu.:i, 3mith 

CollegP, . .:useu!!i, ~tc. , 194~ 

• .,tudent ~alon, v:.9,t':! Gnive.rsity of Ion•., H'3£' - two /.wards of 
J!er it 

" u II " 
~ eri t 

Amer ic.rn ;:"'ero Exposi ~ion, J, icaco, 19 40 - _'irrt Award in Sculpture 



LIST OF 1XHIBITIONSi 

l. Atlz.nta University, 4th Annuul ~xh!.bition of Art, April, 1945. 

2. Artists of Tod&.y Gallery, Ne11ark., New Jersey, Group Show, 1945. 

3. Albany 111s t.i tute of History and Art, 1945. 

4. Carver School, New York City, Art reacher•s E.>..hibitiou, 1945. 

5. B~ooklyn Musoum, Brooklyn, N~w York Group Show, November, 1945• 

6. Rhode Island School of Design, Providence, flhode Isl:md, 1945. 

7. ren th Annual Drawing & Print Exhibition of San l'rancisco Art 
Associlltion, t;an h·anciaco r .. useura of Art, 1946. 

8. Roko Gellery, New Ycrk CitJ, 0rcup ffi'ov, 1946. 



LIS·r Or EXHibI i'IOU3: 

1. Atl~nta Oniversity, 4th Annunl 37.hibition of Art, April, 1945. 

2. Artiets of Iod ... y G.tllery, No"f.rk, New Jorsey, Group Show, 1945 • 

.3. Alb&.ny L.:Jti •~ute cf Hint.cry and Art, 1945. 

4. Carver School, No,;- York City, Art. reacher's Exhibition, 1945. 

5. Brcok:cyn ~usew:n, Llrooklyn, liew York Group Show, Novomber, 1945. 

6. Rhode Ioland ~ohool of Design, P~oviden~e, Rhcde Islcnd, 1945. 

7. Tenth /u:nual :,Z.uwing & Print Exhibition or San Franci::1co Art 
AasocL..tion, ~ f'ranciuco Mu~euQ of Art, 1946. 

8. ~oko Gf>llory, Now Ycrk CitJ, Lroup Sho~, 1946. 



LIST CP. ~.X.l'Il-3:i"..,ICTS: 

1. Atlanta University -.4th Annual ~xhibitio" nf Art - ~~ril, 1945 ,. ~rtists of 'i'ora:v l}P.llary, .,;e ... nrlr, .... J. '1ro1rn Shov, 1 -45 
,. Albanv Institute of Historv an~ \rt - 1~45 
ti. Carver School, N.Y.u. - \rt 'l'e::icher's .l:!.:x"'ibit10'1 - 1,,..15 
5. BY-ool<lyn J!useun, Broovlyn, ·1.t. Jroun Show, Nov. 1945 
6. ~hone Isl~nd School of Desi~n, Providence, H.l. - 1945 
7. 11th AnnuPl ~r,~i~r f P~int ~xhioition or San Fransisco art. ssoc. 

San ,ll,rl'l.nsisr-C' ?'useul"" of' 11.rt, 19!i6 
8. Rolro Gallery, n.t.c. ~roun 3hol'' - 1946 
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De r ltlrs. T'.h1.ta: The cop.) ot ~r. ooJ'o letter 
~ thio 1!1.ornin__,, c.ni:l I ac. 

addind it to the f'ello,,.-suip ::aateric..l .ich you have 
subtdtted. 

I do not re~embcr whether when 
you were in my office we discusted the ex.bi it 
materials Wrich 'Ifill oe neeuet.. ~o sup,.ort ;1onr ap­
pl1CD.tion. &.s in th~ case ot' 1 sint,..rr, sculptors 
are rec;.uired to ! resent so e exalllplcs of n,~.tr ork 
for the art Juryf S Jud_; 1v•mt. I ill let JOU ' )OW 

L. ac1Vtillce Yinen the:le exbib1ts snould be sent to 
th-, ..,utlwor·c.b Gallerie-» in Ne• ..:ork.. At th(; co ent 
I e.,q,ect thic will bo $0 eti I durin, Februttry. 

Let ~e ti;.ke ~hi& op1-0rtunity .-.o 
!.C i.owledge r. l!,ite's l.etter ot J~1uary 13. I 
am vary ~lad t.o mo that you a.re uoth so .leasantly 
situt~~ed, and th~t the worK li tOiJll :orwn.rd as 
you ~ould ,inh. Jy cord:.lll. greet~s to you both. 

firs. Ch .. rles n,i te 
Trustee House 
Hampton In.:titute 
Ham.,ton, Virbinio. 

Sincerely :1-ours, ' 



FELLO' i~SH I PS 

Dear Mrs. 1'/hite: It i:, ffitb real regret tha.t I 
mu:s-r, inf ona you ... hb. t ;, ou •ere 

not. 3elected fo. an a.~artl at the flnal meetin.; of 
the Co~ittee on Fellowships of the Julius Rq~enwald 
F\md. 

'l'b.e Com:nittee, after the :uost 
C4refu.l consideration, selecto~ a tot~l of 42. 
F~llows - 25 Negroes and 17 white Southerners - out 
of several hundred candidate~. I am su.~e that you 
realize thnt each of the applicatioru.- hap been given 
th.oughtt"ul attent~on, wad that the Committee•s action 
does not in G.ny wey imply a luck ot upprovh.l. or or 
1ntere&t in your project. 

VH: LU 

lira. Charles ; . ~~ 
Trustee House , 
n ... mpton Institute 
H8JlpT,On, Virginia 

Sincerely yours, 

'!rs. illiam C. P'iygood 
Actinz-Director for Fello11ship6 



1945 MM 

Name 

Plan of Work 

Alice Elizabeth Catlett Field: Painting and 
Sculpture 

Administrative assistant, art instructor, Carver School, New York City 
34 Bedford Street, New York, New York 

To do a series of lithographs, paintings, and sculptures on the role of 
the Negro woman in the fight for democratic rights in the history of America. 
Work to be exhibited in southern colleges, Negro and white; some works to be 
allocated to schools by Rosenwald Fund. 

Requests grant for one year beginning June, 1945. 

Personal Data 

Undergraduate Work 

Graduate Work 

Experience 

Accomplis.hments 

References 

Born Washington, D. c., April, 1915. 
Married, one partial dependent. 

Howard University, B.S., 1935• 

State University of Iowa, M.F.A., 1940. 
Chicago Art Institute, summer 1941. 

Age: 30 
Draft Status: 

Art instructor, Hillside High School, Durham, North Carolina, 
1936-38, $820; art instructor, Prairie View College, Hempstead, 
Texas, summer 1940, $450; head, Art Department, Dillard University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, 1940-42, $200; instructor of sculpture, 
Hampton Institute, Hampton, Virginia, 1943, $100 a mo.; adminis­
trative assistant, Carver School, New York City, 1943- , $1820. 

Artists League of America. 

See Committee Folder. 

"The Negro Artist in America," published in American Contemporary 
_&!, published by A.C.A. Gallery, 63 East 57th Street, New York 
City, April, 1944. 

Howard University, 1932-33, 1933-34, $150 tuition scholarship each 
year. Ste.te University of Iowa, 1939-40, $100 tuition scholarship. 

Alain Locke, Washington, D. C. 
Walter Pach, artist, New York City 
Harry Sternberg, Art Students League, New York City 
Victor Lowenfeld, Hampton Institute 
Grant Wood, letter in 1940, to Dillard University 

Budget Summary 

Total Amount Needed $2,000 
From Applicant 
From Fund $2,000 

AMOUNT GRANTED 



LETTFJlS OF REFERENCE 

Miss Elizabeth Catlett 

Letter from Grant Wood to the president of Dillard University in June, 1940 

Miss Catlett is one of the most outstanding students 

we have had in our department in recent years. I feel that she will make 

a brilliant teacher. 

She has, to begin with, developed very unusual 

talent and technical ability in her specialized field of art. She has 

done excellent work in painting, and in sculpture her work has been 

absolutely outstanding. I feel that she has high professional possibilities 

as an artist. 

She is gifted with acute general intelligence and 

has poise, maturity and personal dignity that will serve her well as a 

teacher and executive. In my opinion, she is a natural leader. In the 

period she has been here at Iowa, she has held the respect and liking 

of students and instructors alike. She is sincere, very hard working 

and presents an excellent appearance. She expresses herself very well, 

and has an unselfconscious and impressive manner of presentation. 

In summary, I feel that Miss Catlett has every 

qualification for making an outstanding success in the educational 

profession, and I cannot recommend her too highly. 

Mr. Harry Sternberg, Instructor, Art Students League, 215 West 57th Street, 
New York, New York 

It is a pleasure to write a recommendation for 

Alice Catlett. I have known her for some yea.rs and have a good 

knowledge of her character and abilities. 



Letters of Reference - Miss Elizabeth Catlett -2-

The project is an excellent one. It should be 

an inspiring theme to her, and the result could be a social inspiration. 

I believe Alice Catlett competent to do an 

excellent job if she were given the opportunity. 

Mr• Walter Pach, Artist, formerly Professor at New York University and 
Columbia, 3 Washington Square, New York J, New York 

I have known Miss Catlett for over a year. She 

was sent to interview me at that time about giving a course of lectures 

at the George Washington Carver School, where she was teaching. I did 

give the course, and so met her frequently and saw work that she had 

on exhibition. In order to make the present report conscientiously, I 

have also gone to her studio and seen additional work of hers. 

I can say that I have no reserves of any kind 

in recommending her for a fellowship. Her work as an artist is strong and 

competent. It shows the seriousness of her study under able teachers 

during her formative period and - far more than that - it shows real 

personality in developing an art that is wholly her own. Her years 

of teaching in various institutions have given her the ability to formulate 

her ideas clearly, so that she conveys them either in words, in paint or 

in clay. This evidently is a condition pointing to success in such a 

project as the one she outlines: that of recording the lives and 

achievements of Negro women. I am sure she would carry out her idea 

soberlJ and effectively, without histrionics or false sentiment. Her 

desire to establish herself permanently as an artist seems to me to 

warrant special consideration, even in its bearing on the project of 

portraying Negro women. For, whatever the research into historical and 

other intellectual elements in the scheme, it cannot have value unless it 



Letters of Reference - Miss Elizabeth Catlett -3-

is executed by one who can give a genuine art-quality to the work. 

Miss Catlett realizes this, and therefore links the matter of her develop­

ment as an artist with the specific project she wishes to carry through. 

From various conversations with her, and from a knowledge of her back­

ground, her ideas, and her previous performance, I am convinced that 

she would do something of exceptional worth if awarded a fellowship. 

Her work already gives her a very dignified place among the American 

artists of today. 

Dr. Alain Locke, Professor of Philosophy, Howard University 

Miss Catlett is a highly competent painter and 

sculptor. Her creative work does not follow a very representational 

style, but I take it she will adapt her style to the objective of 

this project; particularly as a former student of Grant Wood's, 

she should be able to get the period, regional and type flavor into 

her work. The project itself is sound and promises to be culturally 

usef'u.l. I think it quite worth the experiment. 

Dr. Viktor Lowenfeld, Head, Art Department, Hampton Institute 

Miss Alice Elizabeth Catlett was teaching sculpturing 

at the Art Department of Hampton Institute. It was during this time that 

I had much opportunity to see her at work. Miss Catlett combines in her 

the great creative abilities and the intellectual power which make her 

very well fit to execute the plan to portray the history of Negro woman­

hood. She is one of the few artist personalities who is gifted in 

several medias as sculpturing, painting and graphics. Her style of 



Letters of Reference - Miss Elizabeth Catlett -4-

depicting subject matter is convincing and clear, and I feel that her 

project will be a fine contribution toward a better understanding of 

both races. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mrs. Alice Elizabeth Catlett 

Dr. Alain Locke 
1326 R Street, N. r.. 
Washington, D. C. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. Since it is impossible to con­
sider the applicant's qualifications until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

J~ u. -It ~ct~ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 

. Acting Director for Fellowships 

,- • .4.,) 

..:i:P& Catlett is a highly competent painter and sculptor. Fer 

creative work does not follow a very representational style, but I 

take it she will adapt her style to the objective of this project; 

~ rticula.rly as a former student. of Grant •cod's, she should be 

able to get the period, regional e..nd type flavor into her work. 

The J,'fuject itself is sound and promises to be culturally useful. 

I think it quite worth the experlJnent. (jJ;» ~ , 
OVER 

Alain Locke. 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold a 
position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed ................................... .; ... .' ................................. -................................................................................... . 

PositioQ or Title .................................................................................. :········ ................................................... . 

Address ........................................................................................................................................................... . 

....................... : .......................................................................................... Date ............................................... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

Mrs. Alice Elizabeth Catlett 

Dr. Victor Lowenfeld 
Hampton Institute 
Hampton, Virginia 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy co~tribution in his field. Since it is impossible to con­
sider the applicant's qualifications until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Y om· reply will be held in strict confidence. 

REPORT 

J~ c.J. If-~~~ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 

Acting Director for Fellowships 

Mrs. Alice Elizabeth Catlett was teaching sculpturing 
at the Art Department of Hampton Instituteo It was during 
this time that I had much opportunity to see her at work. 
Mrs. Catlett combines in her the great creative abilities 
and the intellectual power which make her very well fit 
to execute the plan to portray the history of Negro wouan­
hood. She is one of the few artist personalities who is~ 
gifted in several medias as sculpturing, painting and 
graphics. Her stile of depicting subject matter is convin­
cing and clear, and I feel that her project will be a fire 
contribution toward a better understanding of both races. 

\;;-~ 
Viktor Lowenfel 
Head of Art Department 
Hampton Institute 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold a 
position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

l 

Yes 
') 

J ') 0 '- .t -
..L 

l .:) 

0 J- - 0 

Signed ..... ~ ............ V?.~ ..................... . 
J 

- -............ -· .................................................................................. . . 
Position or Title .... :tt~.~iL.9.+. .. Ar.t. .. :P.~P.~r.~µi.~P..~'-···~~~~~.<?A . .!~.~~.~~.~~.~ ..................................... . 

JJ 

Address ................ Jf~W.P.:~.9.P.-... , .... Y~.~ ................................................................................ ., ......................... . 

.................................................................................................................. Date ... M'~.:rQJ.l: .. .3., .... 19.45 ............. . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

7:A~...i 

~- Alice Elizabeth Catlett 

Mr. Walter Pach 
3 v:ashington Square, N. 
New York Ner. York 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. Since it is impossible to con­
sider the applicant's qualifications until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

Jo .. .a: (J -If"--<(~~ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 

Acting Director /or Fellowships 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain. and hold a 
position giving him opport°;nity t? utilize his abilities? ..} a..,,,,,.-'1/ p-~ -~ ~ ~"-4...I -~ ~( 

W~/ J. 4~ '1l. ""'f;~-----cU ~-~, -~ .v--
;(.. J= ,..,,":"'-~ &.; _;,,"4--~~ .,.,.~. Y., ,:,~ ¾ r--•-. 'lt,,-~~ r.-P,¥4·.v "'-. ~-jl-.... 11.,U 1w-,,..., ~ 
/~ ~~P~_,_ ;_~ 1J~ ~:c__f'"~. ,' I 

7 ri~ 1r:-. c~ Signed .... ,r. •••. ~ ...................................................................................................................................... . 

Position or Title.:tJ.tM; .. ~~.~.#.:.,:,1.~~.?b:'-±:~ .. r?.~.~ 
~iY~~J ~ - I 

Address ...... C::. .................... ···6-············~~ .......... ~.j..~i.:!: ... ~J:.l.~ .. Y.,.: ....................... . 

.......................................................... -........................................................ Date ..... ~ .. /.f1. .. (J,.lf..~ 
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

MRS. ELIZABETH CATLETT WHITE 

Mr. Harry Sternberg 
30 Ea.st 14th Street 
New York, New York 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

v~v·-/~ 
Mrs. William C~good 

Acting Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

I 

J 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

;::::~ ~~ ~it!,__ __ _ - ___ - M: __ tt~ 
Address ............. ✓.-::.... ... .••... ... . . . ... .... .. ... M---~I"'-"'"•~ ......................................................... . 

___ _ _ __ _ ____ .,2/ S::./d,!:z._ 1--- __ ___ _ ___________________________ Date _____ ,li;/: /C__ _ __ _ 
Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 

4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



PLE St: ru N 

STATEMENT OF PLAN 01'1 'NOHK 

Negro women in America have long suffered und~r tho 
double handicap of race and sex. Because of subtle American 
propaganda in the movies, radio and stage, they have come to 
be generally regarded as good cooks, housemaids and nurses 
and little else. At this time when we are fighting an all out 
war against tyranny and oppression it is extremely important 
that the picture of Negro women as participants in this fight, 
throughout the history of America, be sharply drawno The recent 
raping of Mrs. Recy Taylor, wife of a Negro soldier, in Ala­
bama, is an extreme indication of the need for some knowledge 
of tae role of Negro womon in shaping the democratic progress 
of our country. 

It is my earnest desire to portray this history of Negro 
womanhood in lithography, painting and sculpture, and to send 
these portrayals to Negro and white colleges so that young men 
and women, especially in the south, can get some idea of the 
contributions of Negro American women. 

I feel that art should be a combined emotional, aesthetic 
and social expressiono such a project would give me an excellent 
opportunity for creative expression and developmento 

The details of the plan of work are as follows: 

1. Tho series will include such specific personalities as 
Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth and Deborah Gannett; and 
general characters to porteay tho Negro woman in the great 
oeriods of our countrj 1 s democratic progress such as the 
Civil tar, the abolitionist movement, etc. up to the present 
time. Emphasis will be placed not only on the struggle for 
Negro rights, but for democratic equality for women as wello 

2. then tne series is complete, it will be sent on tour to Negro 
and white colleges and galleries especially in tne southo 
The show could be circulated by the Hosenwald .l:''und or possibly 
by the College Art Associ~tion, with shipping ex~enses paid 
partially by the colleges. 

3. At the conclusion of the circulation of tbis show, some pieces 
will be allocated to Negro colleges by the Rosenwald Fundo 

4o As to my future plans, I want to establish myself as an artist 
so that I can develop, as I feel that my greatest contribution 
to the forward progress of the Negro can be made in this fielQo 
The opportunity to devote one year to painting and sculpture 
would be of extreme importance in realizing this aimo 

~lizabeth Catlett 



Nebro womon in Americn havo long suffered und~r tho 
do tble hQndicap of race Rnd sex. Because of subtle A~erican 
p:rs)oitganda in the movies, radio and stage, thoy have come to 
be gonerally regRrdod 48 good coo~s, housom41ds and nurses 
and little else o flt thl a ti"te • .,h~n 1e ere fii;;htin,; ru1 ~11 out 
war against tyranny and oopression, 1t is extromel1 1nuortruit 
that the plcture of Negro women ~s participants in this fight, 
thl"oughout the history of America, be sharply d-rawno The recont 
rn,ing of Mrs o Recey Taylor, "life of a Negro soldier, in Ala­
bama, is an extrem~ .:.nuloat.l0n of the l\eed fol' soi.10 kno,"iledge 
0£ the role of Negro ,omen in sh~ping tho denocrntic progress 
of our country. 

rt is my earne~t desire to oortray this history of Negro 
wommhood in lithography, po.1nt1ng and sculpture, and to send 
theso portrayals l,o Uogro and white colleges so th4t young mon 
and 1o~en, especially in the south, can get so~e idea of the 
cont1ibu~ions of Negro American woueno 

I feol that art should be a combined emotional, nesthotic 
and soci4l oxpresoion. such a project would _;ivfl me 'ln e.xcellent 
opportunity for creative oxJression and devolop,ent. 

The details of tho plan of work are as follows: 

1. The series ~111 include s~ch specific personnlities as 
Hnrriet T..1b1..1fill, Sojourner Tr·utn 1m.:i Deborah Gannett; and 
goner•l chRractors to portray the Negro w~ran in the great 
periods of our country's democratic progross such as the 
Ci v11 ,ar, the abol1 tionist r.1ovement, etc. up to the pro sent 
time. l!:I:1Ph4s1s will be placed on tho struggle for Negro rights 
as well as on the struggle for democratic equ~lity for ,omon 0 

2. • ·ben the series is com1>lete, it will be sent on tour to Uegro 
ans. wh1 te collegos and gallerles especially in tne south. 'i'ho 
show could be circulated by the Rosenwald ~und or by the College 
Art Association, possibly, with shipoing expenses paid pqrtially 
by tho calle~Ld ~ne~selves. 

3. At the conclusion of tho circulation of this shou, some ploees 
will be alloc 1ted to Negro colleges by tho Hoson,rnld 1• i..tnct • 

4. As to my future plans, I nant to estaolish LI), self as an qrti st 
so that I can develop, as I fool that my gr,ate~t contribution 
to tne progreas vf tht. I ee1•0 can bo ma.de in this 1·1 ola.. 'l'he 
o ,portunity to uevote ~n~ ioar to o41ntin 0 nnu sculpture would 
oe of extreme importance in realizing this nim. 

Elizaboth Cetl6tt 
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~ Name Alice hlizabeth Catlett Field: Painting and 

Plan of Work 

Sculpture 
Administrative assistant, art instructor, Carver School, New York City 
)4 Bedford Street, New York, New York 

To dos. series of lithographs, pairtings, and :.iculptures on the role of 
the Negro woman in the fight for dem_oeratic rights in the history of America. 
Work to be exhibited in southern colleges, Negro and white; some works to be 
allocated to schools by Rosenwald Fund. 

Personal Data 

Requests grant for one year beginning June, 1945. 

Born Washington, D. c., April, 1915. 
Married, one partial dependent. 

Age: 30 
Draft Status: 

Undergraduate Work Howard University, B .S., 1935• 

GraduateWork State University of Iowa, M.F.A., 1940• 
Chicago Art Institute, summer 1941. 

Experience Art instructor, Hillr:;ide High School, Durham, North Carolina, 
1936-38, $820; art instructor, Prairie View College, Hempstead, 
Texas, summer 1940, &450; head, Art Department, Dillard University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, 1940-42, $200; instructor of sculpture, 
Hampton Institute, Hampton, Virginia, 1943, $100 a mo.; adminis­
trative assiaumt, Carver School, New York City, 1943- , $1820. 

Accomplishments Artists League of America. 

See Colll.Clittee Folder. 

"The Negro Artist in Amvrica," publiehed in AJn9rican Contemporary 
Art, published by A.C.A. Gallery, 63 East 57th Street, New York 
City, April, 1944. 

References 

Howard University, 1932-33, 1933-34, $150 tuition scbol8rship each 
year. StatE! University of Iowa, 1939-40, tl00 tuition scholarship. 

Alain Locke, Washington, D. C. 
Vla·lter Pach, artist, Ne• York City 
Harry Sternberg, Art Students League, N 3,, York City 
Victor Lowenfeld, Hampton Institute Budget Summary 

Grant Wood, letter in 1940, to Dillard University 
Total Amount Needed $2,000 
From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 

,2,000 



LETTFRS OF REFERENCE 

Hiss Elizabeth Catlett 

Letter from Grant Wood to the president of Dillard Univereity in June, 1940 

Miss Catlett is one of the most outstanding students 

we have had in our department in rec~nt years. I feel that she will make 

n brilliant teacher. 

She has, to begin with, developed vory unusual 

telent and technical ability in her ~pecielized field of art. She has 

done excellent work in painting, and in sculpturo her work haa been 

abeolutely outeta.nding. I feel that she has high professional. posaibilittes 

BP an artist. 

She is gifted with acute general intellig81'lce and 

has poise, maturity and personal dignity that "111 serYe her ~ell as 

teacha1· rnd executive. In r.iy opinion, she is a natural leader. In the 

period she has been here at Iowa, ehe hae held the respect and liking 

of students and instructors PJ.ike. Sho is sincere, very hard working 

and presents an excellent appee.rance. She expresses herself very well, 

and he.8 an unselfconscious F.nd impressive manner of presentation. 

In summary, I feel that Misfl Cstlett has every 

qualification for ms.king en outstand1ne success in the aduoational. 

profession, end I cannot reeolllI!\end her too highly. 

Mr. Harry Sternberg, Instructor, Art Students League, 215 ~est 57th Street, 
New Yo~k, New York 

It is a pleasure to write~ recc'!!1r.lendetion for 

Alice CRtlett. I hnve known her fo~ some years c.nn have a rood 

kno·.tledge of her chara # tor and abili tb a. 



Letters of Reference - Miss Elizabeth Catlett -2-

The project is an excellent one. It should be 

an inspiring theme to her, and the result could be a social inspiration. 

I believe .A:Lice Catlett competent to do an 

excellent job if she were given the opportunity. 

Mr. halter Pach, Artist 1 formerly Professor at New York University ~nd 
CoJ.umbia, .3 Washington Square, New York 3, Uew York 

I have knovm Misi:; Catlett for over a yenr. She 

was eont to interview neat that time about giving a course of lectures 

at the George Washington Carver School, where she was te~~hing. I did 

give the course, and so met her frequently and saw work that she had 

on exhibition. In order to mako the present report consciantiousl.y, I 

have also gone to her studio and seen addition .l. work of hers. 

I Ctn say that I have no resorves of any kind 

in recommending her for a fellowship. Iler .vork as an artist 1a sti·ong and. 

competent. It shows the eeriousness of her study under able tee.c},.ers 

during her formative period and - far moro than that - it sltows real 

personality in developing e.n art that is wholly her own. Iler years 

or teaching in Yarious institutions have given her the ability to formulate 

her ideas cl11arly, so that she conveys thelll ei.th~r in worcls, in paint or 

in clay. Thia evidently is a condition pointing to success in such a 

projeot as the one she outlines& th~t of recording the liTos and 

achievecenta of t1egi"o women. I am sure she would oarry out her idea 

soberly &nd effectively, without histrionics or false sentiment. Her 

desire to establish herself pormanently as an artist seems to me to 

warrant special consideration, even in its bearing on tho project of 

portraying Negro women. For, whatever the research into historical and 

other intellectual elements in the scheme, it cannot havt: value unless it 



Letters of Reference - J.liss Elizabeth Catlett -J-

is executed by one who C8?1 give a genuine art-quality to the work. 

Miss Catlett realizes this, and therefore links the matter of he~ develop­

ment ae an artist with the s9ecific project she wishes to carry through. 

From Tarious conversations ,rlth her, and from n knowledge of her back­

ground, her ideas, and her previous per£ormauce, I am convinced th t 

she would do something of e~ceptional wo~tb if ewarded a fellowship. 

Her work already giYea her a very dignified place among the American 

artists of today. 

Dr. Alain Locke, Profe~sor of Ph1losopby, Howard UniTersity 

lliea Catlett is a highly competent painter and 

sculptor. Her creative work does not follow a very representational 

style, but I take it she will adapt her style to the objective or 

this projeot; p£1r+,icularly ~Ba former student of Grant Wood's, 

sho should be able to get the period, regional and type flavor into 

her work. The project itself is sound filtd promises to be culturally 

useful. I think it quite worth the experiment. 

Dr. Viktor Lowenfeld. Head, Art Department, Hampton Institute 

Miss Alice Elizabeth Catlett wae t~Lching eculpturing 

at the A.rt Department 0£ Hampton Institute. It was during this time that 

I had much opportunity to see hor at work. Miss Catlett combines in her 

the great oreativ~ abilities and the intellectual power which m...'lke her 

very woll fit to execute the plan to portray the history of Negro woman­

hood. She is one of the few artist perso~alitias who is gifted in 

several media.a as sculpturing, painting and graphics. Her fftyle of 



Letters of Reference - Ilise Elizabeth Catlett -4-

depicting subject 111B.tter is convincing and clear, and I feel that her 

project will be a fine contribution toward a better understanding of 

both races. 



LI~·r OF .r.:XHIBirIONS: 

1. Atlant.a University, 4th Annual Exhibition of Art, April, 1945-

2. Artists of roday Gallery, Ne•:nirk, New Jersey, Group Eihov', 1945. 

3. Alba..~y Institute of ~istory and Art, 1945. 

4. Carver ~chool, New York City, Art Teacher's Bxhibjtion, 1945. 

5. Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, New York Group Show, November, 1945. 

6. P.hode Island ~chool of Design, ~rovidence, Rhode Island, 1945. 

7. Tenth Annual Drawing & Print Exhibition of San Francisco Art Association, 
ban Francisco Museum of Art, 1946. 

8. Roko G~llery, New York City, Group Show, 1946. 



March 13, 1945 

Dear Mrs. Catlett: The Art Jury for the Committee on 
Fellol!ships '!ill meet to judge the ex­

hibits of the candidates in painting and sculpture on April 6 
at tbe Budworth Galleries in New York City. 

If it is not possible to submit paintings 
and figures, photographs of your work (glossy prints at least 
8½" x 11n in size) will be accepted by the jury though they pre­
fer actual example& of your work. 

Will you ship the material. which you 
wish to exhibit directly to Bua,.orth 1 s, prepaid, in plenty of 
time to reach the gellery by that date? 

The address is: 

W. S. Budworth & Son 
424 nest 52nd Street 
Ne~ York 19, Ner, York 

Your exhibit will be repacked and re­
turned to you by Budworth1 s as soon as possible after the 
meetill{; of the jury. 

VH:rr 

Sincerely yours, 

A !r\l \/ 1-

llrs. William C. Haygood 
Actillf, Director for Fellowships 

Mrs.lAlic~ Elizabeth\Cailett 
34 B~ord Street 7 ........_ . •--•­.,,. 
New York, Hew York 



April 25t 1945 

Dear Miss GaUett: It is a pleasure to inform 
you that you have been se­

lected by the Comm'ittee on Fellowships of the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund to receive a grant of Qne thousand 
eight hundred dollars ($1,800) for a tweive-month 
period to enable -¥.OU to do a series of lithographs~ 
paiptiugs, and sculptures on \he role of the Negro 
woman~in the fight for de~cra.tic rights in the 
history o{America. 

Will you please let us know 
at once whether or not you can accept the fellow­
ship? An announcement of the Committee's selections 
will soon be made, and it can include only those 
from whom acceptances have been received. 

VH:RR 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. William c. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

Miss Alice E. aUett 
34 B dford Sctr~.-,;_.;."'-"'-:tim!j~~~ 
New York, New York 

.; 



Cl.ASS CF SERVIC! 

This is a full-nto 
Telegram or Cable­
MUm unless ltt de, 
fcncd character Is ln­
du:.atcd by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre­
ceding the addrca. 

WEST.ERN 
11 ~NION 

A. N WILLIAMS 
Pfll■81Dr::?:NT 

SYMBOLS 

The filin& time ebown in the date line on telep-aau, ~nd day lett.era Ill STANDARD TIME at Poil>t of o~o. Tirne of receipt ia STANDARD 'l'IME at pol.at of doetioatioa 

E - ' 'E • • Yo· '" f' Y 2 "' I ; ) ~ - l't , I\ I • > 

,i,r.S \'.'ILLIAr, C HAYGOOD: 
194? APR 28 AM I 0 3? 

JULIUS ROSEM.'.'ALD i-UND 4901 ELLIS AVE 0.-IGO=-

10 ACCEPT fELLO\/SHIP: 

ELIZABETH CATtED. 

TIIE COMPANY WILL APPI<ECIATP. BUGOESTIONS FROM IT8 l'ATRQ:-(8 CONCERNING ITS 8.ERVICP: 

) 

~--------



May 2, 1945 

Dear Miss Catlett: l have seen the recent corre-
sponaence which you have had 

with Mrs. Haygood in connection with the fellowship 
grant alfarded to you a. short time a.go. It is customary 
for us to make payment in monthly installments spread 
over the period for flhich the award wtts maae, but if 
you prefer another pl~n, feel quite free to suggest it. 

Whan you are ready to begin work 
under your gr~nt, please write ~e, giving the p~yment 
plan best suited to you~ needs, and the address to 
which your checks should be ll)ltiled. Any change of address 
during the tenure of your fellowship should be reported 
i.mmediately so that you wiD. receive your payments promptly. 

Fellowship funds, because they arc 
a gift and ~ot compensation for services, are not taxable 
under tho Federal income ta:x law. You need not report 
the amount received on your tax return. 

DAE:MN 

Mis Alice E. Catlett 
34 Bedford St~ 
New York, New York 

Yours very truly, 

DOROTHY A. ElVIDGE' 
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Mrs William C Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago 15, Illinois 

Dear Mrs Haygood: 

I am enclo:E· the c~y of a letter which we 
sent a few weeks ago to Mr Elizabeth Qatlett White concerning 
a position in our Summer Se • • n. S cr'tffe ~rver School has 
closed, it is possible that the letter did not reach Mrs White. 

Mr Arna Bontemps has suggested that I ask you 
to forward this letter to her, since you will be communicating 
with her soon concerning a fellowship. 

I should appreciate your effort in helping us 
to contact Mrs White. 

GNR f 

Encl - l 

Si.ncerely yours, 

Gear~ 
Professor of Education and 
Director of SUmmer Session 





Ca. 
tay 16, 1945 

Dear !Jr. Redd: I sent the oopy of your letter 

to Urs. White on to her at her 

home address by air mail as soon as it 1ms received. 

I hope that you will receiv& an nnswer from her 

pr011.ptly. 

Sincerely yours, 

VANDI V. HAYGOOD 

VH:RR 
Ure. Will.iain C. Haygood 

Acting Director ror Fellowship& 

f.lr. Goorge N. Redd 
Department or Education 
Fisk University 
Nashville 8, Tennessee 

1 . 
t 



r 

May 10, 1945 

Dear Vise Catlett: Mr. George Redd has asked me 
to forward the enclosed copy 

of his letter to you of April 18, which he thinks 
may not have reached you. He sent it to the Carver 
School since he did not have your hofile address. 

In reference to the offer !!lade 
to you I might mention that it would be quite accept­
able to the Fund if you wished to accept the position 
and postpone work undex- your grant until August. 

VR:RR 
encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

D 

Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

Miss ~izabeth :a tl~· ~e~t~t.-iUiilDillliililill:IDlli:P· 
34 Bedford Stree 
New York, Now York 







Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

To llrs} El.izabet~leatlett White 

·I, ' -34 Bod.forJ Streat 

Payment Voucher No. fJ:J9 

Date ll ... y 3!, 1945 

New York 14, New Iork 

Jl'.u·st mon~hl~ install:.l&.:t on fellowship - - - - - - - - - - - - 15c:,.oo 

Ck. #3Jl09 

Accounts Appropriation No, Debit Credit 

Negro Fellowships 44-13 $150.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

eJJ Comptroller 



June l, 1945 

Dear !Ir~. White I I shall see that your 
fellowship grant is pa.id to 

you in twelve monthly inat&llment of $150 eaoh, 
the first check of which is enclosed. Beginning 
Jul} l, your payments will be mailed to the 
Manufacturers l'rust Company for deposit to your 
accoW1t. It would be a convenience if you would 
send us about twenty-five deposit slips to be 
mailed in with your checks. 

Yours very truJ.y, 

DAE1ejj 

M.rl;;.\ Elizabeth)catlett 1ihi te 
34 ~dford S~e 
New York 14, New Iorlt 

DOROTHY A. ELvtOGE 
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Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To Manufaoturers Tri.lat. Company 

67 iest 12$th Street 

Rew Iork 27, Bew York 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 84$ 

Date 2, 1945 

July ine luent on i'ello eb.1p rt.U\t - - - - - - - - - - - - il5".00 

Ok. H3328S 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

Hegro Fellowships 44-1) t15c.oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
Manufacturers Truat Company 

A/C -

67 ffn:rt. 125th S~et 

No York 27, N. !. 
(Smc1al Int.or.st Dept.) 

4901 ElJis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 

s 
947 

Date July .31, 1945 

Third payment on fellowcbip - - - - - - - ll.S0.00 

Ck.#.33411 

A<"countl Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Followshipa 44-13 tiso.oo 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

.All 

IPS 

Credit 

Compuoller 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis AYeoue 

CHICAGO 

llrmu!'acturera Trust Company - 1/o -

( EU1abetb 

Payment Voucher No. l017 

August .31, 1945 Date 

.lttcnttona Special Interoot l)ept. 
lanufa0turor1 Truet Company 
67 oet 125th Street 

P&yctent on fellowship - - - - - - - • tiso.oo 

Ck.#33507 

Appropriation No. 

Begro Fellowshipl 44-13 

Debit 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Compttoller 



Julius Rosenwald F ~d O ., 
4901 Ellis Avenue - V'v '--

CH IC AGO .__ 

To 1uufnoturera 'l'rust Co0pany - A/C -

ElizaMth O. White 

Attention, 5pec1&.J. Interent Dopertment 
l'.m:iiui'e.cturers Trust Co111_pan_y 
67 lfeet 125th St.reot 
Hew York 2?, New York 

Payment Voucher No. ll.54 

Pe.ycent on fellowship - - - - - - - $150.00 

Ck.b3J670 

Ac-counts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fellowships 44-lJ ~1;0.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Compttoller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To lhmltact;.irers Trust C011pe.ny 
A/C - El1zaboth C. ihite 

67 .. est 125th St.reet 

Ne 'ork 271 New York. 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 1264 

Date October :U, 1945 

Payment. on r~llowahip - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 150.00 

Ck. /;3J7SJ 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

44-13 $150.00 

Posted by 

JZ 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. l,4C6 

Date Rovenber .30, 1945 

Payment on fellowship - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ')l.5c.oo 

Ck. #33953 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 
J:Cm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

44-lJ $150.no 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

!t 

11u.taoturers Trust Oompan.7 A/0 
Eli 2:tl bf. th u. .b.i t C! 

fork 27, tte York 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. 1~51 

Date Decomber 21, 1945 

P!l}uent on «:.mt - ... - - - - - - ... - - - - ... - - - - 1.50.00 

Ck. J4J 59 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

3150.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



1946 LM 

Name Alice Elizab,:.th vat,lett 

:/4 Berlfo..,..d :;l;r':'et, New York, Ne'!'i Yorlc 

R6n)pointment 

Field: Paintj ng and 
sculpt,ire. 

Plan of Work ·ro complet~ a series of patntings, lithographs, anc sculnt 01res 0 11 the role 
of the Negro woman in America. Work to be exM bi ted in t>outhern colleges, Negr{~ and 
"rhit,e. Part of work to be allocated by Rosem ald Fund to Negro institutions. 

Reouests .;rant for one year beginning J'une, 191+6• Plans to do painting, 
sculpture and lithography in own studio. Vl'ould like to visit t'iexico for a lea.st one 
month, spending the time in field work. 'Uill not return to former posi.t,ion. 

Personal Data Born ',1ashinbton, U. G., April, 1915. 
·,11:1.rric:d, one p1:1rtial dependent. 

Age: 31 
Draft Status: 

Undergraduate Work HO\\aT 1 University, B.S., 19~1:i. 

GraduateWork State University of Iowa, ~1.&·.A., 1940. 
Chicago Art Institute, summer 1941. 

Experience Art instructor, Hillside High School, Durham, North Carolina, 1936-38, 
$820; art instructor, Prairie View College, Hempstead, Texas, sur,,mer 
1940, ~450; head, Art Ue9urt:nent, Dillard University, Ne'h Orleans, 
Louisiana, 1940-42, $200; instructor of sculpture, Hampton Institute, 
Ha."'lpton, Virginia, 194 ~, ,.lOC a mo.; administrative assistant, Carver 
School, New York City, 1943- , $1820. 

Accomplishments Artists League of America.. 

Scholarships 

References 

11rhe Neg-ro Artist in America," publisl-:\ed in American Conte!l'porary Art, 
published by A.~.A. GallAry, 63 !%.st 5'7th titreet, New York City, April, 
1944; Art review "Negro Artists", January 1, 194.6, Nev.: Masses, 104 East 
9th St,..eet, New York Ci t~r; "A rribute to the Negro People", American 
Contemporary Art, A.C.A. Gallery 63 Ea.st 57th Street, New York City, to 
be published in March issue. 

Ros:mwald fellowship, 191.5, 11,800. 

AlaiP Locke, Ho~ard Un~~A.rsity 
Welter Pa~~, Former Professor at NA.~ Vork and ~olumbiP Universities 
Har.,..y .:.:iternberg, Tnstructor in Graphic Arts and Painting, New Yorlr Gity 

Budget Summary Robert Gwa.thmey, Insr,r1.ct.0l", Gooper Union, New York City 

FILE COF:Y 
Total Amount Needed ;.2, 1,,81, 
From Applicant 
From Fund :li,2, 1+84 

AMOUNT GRANTED 
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'R.EPOHT 0.l!' RHUGHESS ANlJ .!?1..A.N UF WORK FOR 
A R..l!!l'ffi7.'AL U.NlJJ;!;K A J'uLlUS HOS.l!;ffi'iALlJ ::F'ELLOWSHl.l:' 

The Julius .Hosem~a.10 Fund nas .:iven me a chance to study and 
to work as an artist for the nast 8 months and for 4 future 
months. his onnortunity has meant more to ~y develoument as 
an artist than anythinv in my nast ex~erience. I ~ould like 
to discuss two thinvs in this renort: (1) the deTeloued clarity 
of ideas on l"'lY role as a Negro artist and my resultant arrnroach 
to art, and(2J snecific nrogress made to date on My original 
nroject. 

All of my wor'k as an artist nrior to this year has oeen squeezed 
into heavy teachio~and ·.vorlrin,: schedules, vri tnout much time !"or 
studyin"' the value of' tn.e means of expression usea. My art train­
in, and my ide~s tended more and more towards the modern tech­
n1nues of exnre~sion. Wor~in, ~ith Ossin Zadkine, I received a 
thorouph un~erstand1nN or tne noctern a~nroacn to sculpture. 

My nroject was to do a series of aint1n~s, sculntures, ana 
11 tho,-rP'Ohs on the Ne"'ro v·m11an in Al""erica. ::;uch a series is 
neceRaitaterl by the double hanct1cau of race and sex unuer ~nich 
Ne~ro wo~en labor. 

As I ber.:an work- on the nroject I became very concerned with the 
ef'fectiveness of my way of "''or1rin,,. in reachin~ -..y audience. I 
founrt that I was follo~i~~ trends i~ ~odern art annreciated by 
an i~tellectual minority; and that fflillions of Americans,both 
We..-ro and \"l"hite, were bein., offerer! and had irrown to accept art 
of the }forman Roc1~·elt - Saturday Eveni!la: Post variety. T'ltese 
millions contain the neo-ole I ..-·ould like most to reach. If my 
work on this nroject was to have the desired effect, then it 
Must be stated in lan~ua~e they will not ignore. 

I vrent throurh a frustrati~r --oeriori of four months, oainting 
and tryin, to oaintain certain basic urinciules of form. t 
the same time I "i"as tryin, to arrive at a means of exnression 
that ~ould reach the neonle for whom I vras naintin~. fuy eventual 
(and nartial) solution was not to adont the naturalistic, sentimental 
~nnroach of Nor~an Rockv·ell~ut to try to combine eleQents of 
form reco~nizeable to the ~ajority of peonle, with urinciples of 
form based on the modern aonroach to art, and in which I firmly 
believe.I feel that my ~reatest contribution as a Nerro artist 
~ust be ,ade in terms that are the ~ost effective. 

The ~erioa from June to the end of Sentember was therefore not 
one of nrorluctivity but one of aesthetic clarification. I nainted 
a ~reat deal, and thou~h my understannin~ and certainty increased, 
nothin~ was satisfactory. 



. . . 

2. 

Since Octooer I have conuleted two oil naintin~s: "My son~s have 
cone strai#ht from the neo~le" an1 "I till the soil and starve 
vrhile others fatten°~ two niece~ 01' sculnture: 0 Youth gives me 
beauty" an,i "Sojourner", and two li thol!"raphs. I aTli ;--rcrtr1r1<T. on 
another ~1ece of sculnture, tro '1aintinP5, an~ a 11tho, out tnese 
are unfinisherl. I feel, however, that the four ~onths of ad­
justMent ~ere of the ut~ost imnortance in any errectiveness the 
i:>eries "'·ill have. 

1'1 f'"'"'.llyin"" for a fene-a.l of riy fellov.·shin, I have sli~htly 
alteren ry ori"1nal nroject. In a~d1t100 to c1rculatinF one 
evh1u1t10~ of RCUlnture, nA1nt1n~, anrl 11~no~r1nhs, 1 would 
li~e to rln a co~'1lete uni~ nr l1tnowrR'1hs alone. la tn10 ~uJ ~ 
could reach neonle in ~any nlaces ~here there are not facilities 
for hanrlin~ the oriF.inal exhibit. Churches, libraries, YW and 
YHCA' s coulo hant' a show of urints that would be seen by 14any 
More avera~e AMericans. These are the neonle that are so often 
denien the art of contemuor~ry America. Some sets of the litho 
series could be allocated to Ne.r-ro institutions by the Rosenwald 
Fund. 

I ~ould like to stren~then my clarity of aryuroach to art through 
R visit to 1/exico. There I could ',et at first hand an understand­
in~ of the new technioues develor:ied by the Mexican artists in 
naintin~ for and about the neo,.,le of their country. This would 
helu 111e, I feel, in oevelo,..,in, art technioues to reach ray own 
neonle and others in \merica. 

try oril"inal 1'.)lan '>f com"'lletinr· the series of riaintinr- and sculr:i­
nf the le,ro ~o~an coulri be co~,..,leted by June, 1~47. I have found 
that a yea~ is not lon• enou~h t~ do wor~ for a comulete series, 
~or~in~ at my tenno. 

My future -nl3ns re'l'lla.in the same - to continue J"lly clevelo-:>ment as 
an artist. I feel that ~y ~reatest contribution to the nro~ress 
of the Ne~ro and ~reater democracy in A~erica canoe made in the 
field of art. The onnortunity to devote one more year to nainting 
and sculnture Rlone ~oulo be of extreme imnortance in realizing 
thiR Riri. 

g11zabeth Catlett 



LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Alice Elizabeth Catlett 

Mr. Walter Pach, Former Professor, Fine Arts Departments of New York Univer­
sity and Columbia University 

In compliance with the above request, I have visited the 

studio of Elizabeth Catlett White, and have carefully considered her recent 

work, especially by reference to what I had seen of her earlier production. 

I find tha.t the things dating from her period as a Rosenvrald Fellow amply 

justify the time and effort which has obviously gone into them, and that they 

show a very marked advance in quality and understanding when compared with 

her previous work. 

As regards the point she makes in her application for a 

renewal of the fellowship, which is to say the finding of a formula which 

would make her work intelligible to persons not specially versed in the lat­

ter-day schools while involving no compromise with the commercial illustra­

tion which takes people away from all true conceptions of art - ancient as 

well as modern. I believe that she has solved her difficulty to a very 

large extent. No familiarity with recent art is needed to permit even quite 

simple observers from enjoying such imagery as that of the young Negro singer 

in the painting, or of the mother and child in the lithograph. I find the 

latter work, and also the other lithograph of the girl's head, really fine 

contributions to contemporary American art. A portrait in terracotta is 

also a work that could withstand examination by a critic applying a severe 

standard. 

The plan of work submitted by the artist seems to me 

frank and convincing in its statement about the first eight months, and en­

tirely reasonable in its proposals for the future. I think that lithography, 
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which Mrs. White hmdles with great skill, is a. very suitable medium for 

reaching the large audience which could be interested in her work. A visit 

to Mexico can hardly fail to stir any artist and be helpful to him or her. 

I particularly endorse the idea in the last paragraph of the application; 

that it is as an artist that Mrs. White can be of most use. 

Mr. Robert Gwa.thmey, Instructor, Cooper Union, New York City 

It is with distinct plea.sure that I am able, without 

qualification, to recommend Elza.beth White for a renewal of the Rosenwald 

Fellowship. I have seen both Elizabeth and her husband Charles on several 

occasions over the past year, at which times I 1ve been able to see them 

work and pursue lengthy discussions. 

It seems, first off, that the association of the two 

has been most hEEL.thful and that the projected Mexican sojourn will be a 

wise choice. The possibility of a seasoned objectivity at a place outside 

of the United States seems manifest to me. Also the second fellowship in 

sequence with the first tends to pyramid results. 

I consider her wise, talented and mature as an artist 

and a human being and most able to carry forward the ideals of the Rosen­

wald Fund. 

Dr. Alain Locke, Professor of Philosophy, Howard University 

Renewal of Miss Catlett's project seems to me to hold 

high promise of an important path-breaking solution to a very important 

art problem. 

I am very impressed with Elizabeth Catlett 1s argument 
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for an extension of her scholarship project. She is evidently working on 

an important problem of style, trying to widen its social range without 

catering to the conventional, outmoded style tastes of the masses, a 

problem which needs solving if artists are to influence the wide Negro 

audience. Because of the very fact of its experimental character, I think 

the problem safest in the bands of a person who, like Miss Catlett has had 

the soundest of technical art training but combines this with a serious so­

ciological interest and objective. 

Mr. Harry Sternberg, Instructor in Graphic Arts and Painting, Art Students 
League, New York City 

I have recommended Mrs. White for her first Rosenwald 

Fellowship, and I enthusiastically recommend her again. 

I have seen some of the work she has done and it is 

fine, earnest mature art. 

An extension on her Fellowship would be, I believe, a 

contribution to the culture of America. 

, 
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of an important path-breaking solution to a very 1...portant art problem. 

I am very impressed with Elizabeth Catlett 1 s argument for 

an extension of her scholarship project. She is evidently v1orking 

on an important problem of style, trying to widen its social range 

without catering to the conventional, outmoded style tastes of the 

masses, a problem which needs solving if artists are to influence 

the wide ~egro audience. B~se of the very fact of its experimental 

character, I think the problem safest in the hands of a person who, 
OVER like J,iss Catlett has had the soundest of technical art training 

but combines this with a serious sociological interest and obj ec~e~-' 
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STATEMENT OF PLAN OF WORK 

Negro women in America have long suffered under the 
double handicap of race and sex. Because of subtle .American 
propaganda in the movies, radio and stage, they have come to 
be generally regarded as good cooks, housemaids and nurses 
and little else. At this time when we are fighting an all out 
war against tyranny and oppression it is extremely important 
that the picture of Negro women as participants in this fight, 
throughout the history of America, be sharply drawn. The recent 
raping of Mrs. Racy Taylor, wife of a Negro soldier, in Ala­
bama, is an extreme indication of the need for some knowledge 
of the role of Negro women in shaping the democratic progress 
of our country. 

It is my earnest desire to portray this history of Negro 
womanhood in lithography, painting and sculpture, and to send 
these portrayals to Negro and white colleges so that young men 
and women, especially in the south, can get some idea of the 
contributions of Negro American women. 

I feel that art should be a combined emotional, aesthetic 
and social expression. such a project would give me an excellent 
opportunity for creative expression and development. 

The details of the plan of work a.re as follows: 

1. The series will include such specific personalities as 
Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth and Deborah Gannett; and 
general characters to porteay the Negro woman in the great 
periods of our countrt's democratic progress such as the 
Civil War, the abolitionist movement, etc. up to the present 
time. Emphasis will be placed not only on the struggle for 
Negro rights, but for democratic equality for women as well. 

2. When the series is complete, it will be sent on tour to Negro 
and white colleges and galleries especially in the south. 
The show could be circulated by the Rosenwald Fwld or possibly 
by the College Art Association, with shipping expenses paid 
partially by the colleges. 

3. At the conclusion of the circulation of this show, some pieces 
will be allocated to Negro colleges by the Rosenwald Fund. 

4. As to my future plans, I want to establish myself as an artist 
so that I oan develop, as I feel that my greatest contribution 
to the forward progress of the Negro oan be made in this fielQ. 
The opportunity to devote one year to painting and sculp~ure 
would be of extreme importance in realizing this aim. 

Elizabeth Catlett 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR 

. 

Official Transcript of the Record of- College or Liberal Arts and 
;...' Ca_t_l_e_t_t-",'--A_l_i_c_e _____ El _______ i_z_ab _____ e __ th __________________ in the. Graduate school 

Howard University, Wasbingto~,u.c. 

I. Attendance. Admined uctober l, 1931 -------~~--·---------
Grad uared ... §.'.".'? '.'.".~~---···· Degree ........ .e..$. ................ -Withdrew.-· ...... 6~5~!36 f 

Attend_e_d ______ semesters (18 weeks) 

_quarters ( 12 week) 

L and summer sessions (8 weeks) 

II. Status~ Received degree of B. s. in Art CUm .L..&ude .1une-+7-.-,.....,lr91'i~~5.>ie.------­

lII. Entrance Credits. Sources of credits: (1) Dunbar High School, Washington ,D • Ca 
(2) ____________________ (3) 

{Numt>e11 in the. lhirrl column C"Sourtt'") below reru to thes•- n-u-onb-•-rs.:--) ---------------

Subjtct8 Unit~" Sourct Subjecta Unit., Sourc, Subjecta U,siC1 Soure• Subject, u,.;,, So!l.rc, J 

Et!glish 
~ 

German Physiology 
-- --

Algebra. _!i__ History AD.Ce l General Science Hist. Ame. 1 
Geometry lt Civics Com'rcial Subjects -- --

-- -- --Trigonometry Physics Drawing _l --- -- --Greek Chemistry _1_ Shop Work 

La.tin Physiography -- -- --
Home E:conomics 

-- -- -- -- --French 3 Botany Agriculture 
-- -- 15 --Spanish Zoolo1ty Other Subjs. 2 Total 

How admitted ______ U_n_c_o_n_d_i_t_i_o_n_e_d ________________________ _ 

IV. College Credits. 

Term 
Comse Number 

Descriptive Title of Course No. lHours per week Grade Unit 
In Catalog Wk. Rec. Lab. 

--Autumn Q;r. Eng. l Composition 12 5 0 C l 
1931 Art l Design 12 10 A 1 

Art 154 ~echanical Drawing 12 10 A 1 
Art 4 Freehand Drawing 12 6 B .5 
Art 12 8ketch and Anatomy 12 6 B .5 ...... Art 24 Composition 12 1- 0 B .2 

Winter Qr. Art 2 Design 12 ·10 A 1 
1932 11-ren. 4, ~ntermediate French 12 5 0 C l 

Art 5 Freehand Drawing 12 6 A 1 
Eng. 2 Composition 12 5 0 B 1 
Art 25 Composition 12 1 0 A .6 

•••••• Art 13 Sketch end Anatomy 12 6 B .5 
Spring Q;r. !1ly. Ed. ~hysical Education 12 5 0 B 
1932 Art 3 Design 12 8 A .a 

hl"t 26 Compo s1 t 1 on 12 l 0 B .2 
Art 14: Sketch and Anato117 12 6 B .5 
Art 60 i'erspective 12 l 0 A .5 

•••••• Art 6 Freehand Drawing 12 6 A .5 

Continued on page 2 

•counted for Entrance Credit. 



EXPLANATION 

Status 

An undergraduate student who withdraws from the University is either­

(a) In good standing; or-

(b} On probation; or-

( c) Dropped, for poor scholarship or excessive absence; or­

( d) Under suspension; or-

( e) Dismissed. 

(a) A student in good standing is entitled to honorable dismissal in every sense of the term. No separate letter 
is necessary. 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

A student is on probation either for poor scholarship or for disciplinary reasons. If for the former, the Uni­
versity will interpose no objection to his admission to any other school subject to his record here; if for the 
l::rter, the nature of the offence will determine the action. 

A student is dropped for poor scholarship by rule following an unsuccessful probationary period or by spedal 
action of the Faculty at anv time. 

A student may be under rnspension for cause. Such a student must be reinstated before being honorably dis­
missed. 

A student is dismissed only for disciplinary reasons. 

Entrance Credits 

The term unit as applying to secondary work is used in its usual sense-the work in a subject covering 36 wcek:s of 
four or live periods each, a period running not less than 40 minut..-s, with two periods in laboratory, shop or other 
practice counting as one in recitation. 

A studrnt is admitted-

(a) 

(b) 

Unconditioned. When 15 units arc prcs~med. 

Unclassified. To be admitted as unclassified a student must be at least twenty-one y~ars of age and 
must show preparation for the branches of study chosen, 

College Credits 

A semester hour is the work of a class meeting one hour a weel!: for eighteen weelu or the equivalent in laboratory, 
shop or other practice. 

A colle9e unit as used in this transcript is the work of a class meetini: five hours a week for twelve weds. It is 
equivalent to 3 1-3 semester hours and to s quarter hours. 

Marking System 

Prior to September 1919 when the semester plan was in operation, grades on the scale 100 were \1scd, th(' passing 
mark hcinir 60. From 59 to 50 indicated a condition which could be removed by examination. Below 50 indi­
cated failure which could be removed only by repeating the course. 

From Septcmher 1919 to June 1933 the quarter plan was in operation and the following grades were in use with 
significance as indicated: 

A-90-100, Excellent; B-80-89. Good; C-70-79, Fair; D-60-69, Poor; E-50-59, Conditioned (Beginning 
with the Autumn Quarter, 1928, E became a degree of failure); F-less than 50, Failure; WP-Withdrew 
while passing; WF-Withdrew while failing. 

Since Srptember 1933, when the semester plan went into operation the following grades have been in use: 
A, B. C, D,-Passing; E, F,-Failure; I-Incomplete; WP-Withdrew while passing; WF-Withdrew while 

failing. 

Grml11ate School: 

S-Satisfactory l 
U-UnSatisfactory j Since February, 1934 



Course Number 
De11criptive Title of Course 

No. Hours per week l . 
Term in Catalog Wks. Rec. 

1 

Lab. Grade U nils 

catlett, Alice E. p.2. 
Autumn Cir• ay. Ed. Physical Education 12 5 0 0 
1932 Art 80 Desip 12 10 A 1 

Art 42 Sketch and Allatomy 12 6 A .5 
Art 48 Composition 12 l 0 C .2 
Art 54 Water Color zlainting 12 6 B .5 
Eng. 11 The Elements of Expression 12 5 0 B 1 

•••••• z>sy • l General Psychology 12 5 0 C l 
Winter Q.r. Phy. Ed. Physical Education 12 5 0 D 
1933 Edu. 5 Elementary ~sycholoa tor Teachers 12 5 0 A l 

nist. l European History .1-Tior to 1500 12 5 0 B 1 
Art 31 Design 12 10 A 1 
Art 49 Composition 12 l 0 D .2 
Art 43 Sketch and Anatomy 12 6 A .5 
Art 55 Water Color !'ainting 12 6 A .5 

• • • • • • l"ren • 5 Advanced French 12 5 0 B l 
Spring Q,r. Art 32 Design 12 10 A 1 
1933 Edu. 29 Educational !'sypologr 12 5 0 B 1 

Edu. l Survey of Education 12 5 0 B l 
Art 50 Composition 12 l 0 B .2 
Art 56 Water Color ttlinting 12 6 C .5 

•••••• Art 44 Sketch and Anatomy 12 6 A .5 
l!'irst sem. SH 
1933 Art 140 Design 7 18 10 C 3 

Art 100 Composition 7 18 1 2 C 2 
Art 106 Lite Class 1 18 15 B 3 
Art 126 History ot Art through the Ages 18 3 0 C 3 

•••••• Art 116 Crafts 1 18 10 A 3 
Second sem. Hist. 2 t.i.od ern Europe 18 3 0 C 3 
1934 Art 131 History of Modern .. ainting 18 3 0 C 3 

Art 118 ""l'atts 3 18 10 B 3 
Art 108 Life Class 3 18 15 C 3 
Art 102 Composition 9 18 1 2 B 2 
Art 150 .1.lluetration l 18 10 B 3 

•••••• H. E. 101 Coatume Desiga 18 3 0 A. 3 
First Sem. Bot. 1 General Botany 18 3 6 A 3 
1934 Soc. 51 .1.ntroduction to Sociology 18 3 0 C 3 

Art 116 Portraits and Still Life 18 3 0 A 3 
Art 128 History or Mediaeval Art 18 3 0 A 3 
Art 108 Lit'e Class 18 3 0 A 3 

...... .Phy. Ed. Physical Educatioa 18 3 0 0 
Second Sem. Art 115 Landscape ~ainting l 18 2 0 B 2 
1935 Art 117 Portraits and Still Life Painting 18 3 0 B 3 

Art 109 Life Clase 18 3 0 A 3 

l 
Anat. 102 Anatomy for Art Students 18 2 0 B 2 
Arch. 104 Decorative Arts and .1.nteriors 18 2 0 F -

•••••• Phy. Ed. Physical Education 18 3 0 C 
Continued on page 3 

I 



Term 
Course Number 

Descripti\'e Tide of Course 
No. Hours per week IG d U • 

in Catalog Wks. Rec. Lah. ra e nits 

Graduate School 

Ce.tlett, Alice Elizabeth p.3. 
SH 

Second Sem, Art 116 ~ortraits and Still Life Painting 18 3 0 B 3 
1936 

TAR 4-:~•-~ 12-3-38 7~ ~ -v 
-::L-

Reg ~,trar 

. 

I 

- ,~ 
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Janu:..ry 16, 1946 

Dear Mrs. Cqtlett: Thank you for your very nice 
letter. I am gl?.d to know th~t 

you feel th~t this year on fello~ship hrs been of so 
much help to you in your work. 

I am sure that having time free 
from other duties is the gre&test boon an artist c~n 
have. I am looking forward to receiving the lithograph 
you are sending with great engerness. It was very nice 
of you to think of us. 

I nm enclosing e renewal blank for 
you to fill out. As you will note, rene~a.1. re½u~sts may 
not be entered until Febru:-ry 1. 

Bow is your husband? I hope th~t 
he is completely recovered from his illness. 

VH:RFL 
encl. 

With sincere good wishes. 

Very truly yours, 

.YANDJ V. HAYGO 
llrs. William C. Haygood 

Acting Director for Fellowships 

Mrs~Elizabeth ~~e,t~;t~'.iCi~~~~~il'i. 
34 ,dford Stra •• ... 
New or..c:, New York 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis A-.enue 

CHICAGO 

To Payment Voucher No. 1690 
'anufr;.ctur.:11" l'ruot Company a/c 
Elizabeth C. White 

Special Interest Oe tment 

67 test 125th Str~t 

Date January 31, 1946 

l'e.yir:ent en tono,.ship - - - - - - - - - - - - - 150.00 

Ac-counts Appropriation No. Debit 

Negro Fellowships 44-13 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

1cm 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

.auu.facturoro Trust. t:oopany A/C 
• Eliz:..bi th c. hite 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 

Payment Voucher No. l TIO 

Date February 28, 1946 

67 .e:,t 125th Jtreet 
FELLO\/,ShlPS 

. r 

Paymont on rellow hip - - - - - - - - - - - - - 150.00 

c~. f/:,41.,05 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

Negro Fellowships 44-l.3 JJ.50.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

lcm Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
anufaoturere ~·rust Company a/o 

!~abeth C. hi te 

.$peciaJ. In°t{j-raet p·.rt, .. -.;nt 

if/ cot 125th Street 

, •t York ~7, Iie,11 :ork 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 1955 
Date r -rch 29, 1946 

f-t:I_LOVVSHIPS 

la) l H 

Payt1ent on fellowanip - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - l!O.CCI 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

]cm 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

41~13 :150.00 

I 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

tA€\11t1fact:;1J"9J.•s 'I'l"U9t Uomp&ny a/e 
L!.i~oo,;h V• ,l,i te 

Payment Voucher No. 2C..?4 

Date April ?\.t 1 1946 

Accounts 

Prepared by 

lom 

r 

F1Jl!;l ~~lll&U II on fel101,chip - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . :i.,o.oo 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

,"l.50.OO 

Credit 

Comptroller 



A.IRJ.t.UL r ELLO NSH I PS 

April .30, 1946 

Dear Miss Catlett: It is a plel.l.sure to inform you th t 
you have been roappo:..nted ~s a 

fallori by the Commit.t.ee on 1'eJ..10 .. 1shipt. ·or the Julius Rosen­
nrtld Punc, 11r.:l ru..ve been a.-ardcd a. gran't. of Two thousand 
~our hundred .an:. eit;hty-tour dollars (i2484) for a twelve­
m~-period to co~pJ.ete a series of paintix,igs, litho 6 raphs, 
and sculptures on the role of the Negro woman in ruaorica. 

I ~ant to point out the fact that 
the funds included in this award nre not subject to Federal 
Income Tf .... "!:. 

Wi.u.. 7ou please let us ~nott ~t once 
w.llethor or not you oa.n accept the i'ellowship? An t:.nnounce­
ment of :.Lo Co:tl!!littoe1 s SElections l!i..1.l soon be m:ide, and it 
cun inc.J.u.de oru..y- those from whom acceptances have been 
received. 

WCH:RFL 

Miss\Alice Elizabeth\CPtlett 
34 B~ford Street 7 · 
New York, New York 

Sincerely yours, 

UJ il,.' 

Director for Fellowships 



CU\Ss OF SERVICR 

This is a full-Tate 
Telegram or Cable, 
gram unless its de­
fencd cha-racter is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the address. 

WESTERN .... 
UNION 155

! 
~ N. WfLLIAMS 

PRESIDENT 

SYMBOLS 

NL-N1&ht Letttt 

LC-Oefc.-lC.blc 

NLT-Cabk Nl&bt Letter 

Shlo R,,dlotnm 

The filing time ehown in the date line on telegiams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Tune of rcoeipi ii STANDARD TIME at point of deet.i.o.ation 

CBD88 n=,,UX '!E,!YOR'< llY 6 108P 

~ILLIAM C HAYGOOD, JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND= 

4901 ELLIS AVE= 
l 

1946 ~11\Y 6 PM 12 57 

,. :... "' .... ~ 
L • 

AM HAPPY TO ACCEPT FELLOWSHIP LETT Eli WILL FOLL01,= 

1EL IZABETH gATLETT. 

TBE OOMPA.NY wtLt APPR'EOIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM rrs PATRONS CONOERN1NO ITS 8BRV10F. 



.. . . . 

Ltay 9, 1946 

Dear Miss Catlett: Although you are f&mili~ r.ith 

the usual fellor.ship procedure, I 

tno·.it:>ht it mi6ht ba well to remind )OU th-t, when you t.re 

read) to begin #Ork under your renewal fellowship grant, 

you will need to let us know to what adaress we should 

send the p::i.ymeat.s and 1That payment plan you prefer. 

DA.E:LCM 

Jis~ilice :lizabeth 
34 dford Street 
?Je111 Y rk, Ne York 

Vecy truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELV h,:.i\,;, .... 



./~~~IL,_J~~ 
;t;; ~ :d.._, ~~- ._/ ~ ~ 
~ ~~ ~ ~ CP.(],ce__ ~~~~rev~~ 
~~ ~ /9~7. ~~ 
¼tv~J~~~~J~ 
~~- Glj..._~tc1u<?_.,r-e-J-~ 

i~,.;,., ~~~~Le_~~ 
~- ~ ~ ~ ~- /~ 

~¼~ 



~y 15, l946 

Dear !!.iss Catlett: Un.fortunately, your let.ter of May 
11 e.rri-;cc. just .. rte:r , .. r. Embree 

haci. left for tlew York. ~ioce his signsture is needed to 
ccuntecsi~n T.1n~ on ~una checks, I ~c not atle to enclose 
th~ ,.l,200 :re~uested 1 i.e. t.1i::. letter. I .3hui, however, 
~'='~ th t it l~ ·,u:.:.l~d 1.,-:, • ou t.o.:Qrd "the er~~ of ~11;. 

fr.e b~uce cf your fellowship, 
~~,2b4, will be sc~t to you in six monthly installments 
of :~14 <-eel. beginr.in.., Decemb~l 1. rhose checks r.ill be 
rnbiled to this ie~ York ad~ress unless I 8.I!l notified to 
t c.>ntrary. 

;.:is1 Elizabeth ~atlett 
34 Bedford Street ......_ 
Ne~ ~ork 14, New York 

Very truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 





May 22, 1946 

To Whom It May Concern: 

( 
The bearer of this letter, Miss Alice 

Elizabeth)catl.sU,,,t (Mrs. Charles White) is traveling 
and studyingin Maxico on a fellowship from the 
Julius Rosenwald Fund. 

Kiss Catlett is a distinguished young 
American sculptor and painter with a deep interest 
~n Mexico's artistic contributions to interoo.tlonal 
culture. Her husband, Mr. White, is an outstanding 
young American muralist and painter. 

Any courtesies extended to them will be 
appreciated by the officials of this organization. 

WCH:RFL 
William C. Haygood 

Director for Fellowships 



FELLOWSHIP_ 

May 22, 1946 

Derr Miss C0 tlett: I don• t know whether you know 
Miguel Covarrubias or not, but I 
think a letter to him would be worth 

a dozen to lesser known people, and he is the kind of friendly 
guy who will see to it that you get to meet whomever you 
wn.ot to in Mexico. Mr. Embree knows him a good dea.l better 
than I, so I h ve asked him to write the enclosed letter. I 
am also enclosing a genera~ to-whom-it-may-concern letter 
for both of you. 

It h9s been almost five years since I 
was in Mexico 1and my cont~cts have gotten fairly dim. There is 
one person who might prove usefui, however, by the name of 
Joaquin Diaz Uercado, formerly librarian of the Biblioteca 
Ibero-Americana in the Palacio de Bell·•b Artes. Re's now in 
another library, but they can tell you at the Palacio. 

The news of next April's show sounds 
swell and I count on you to keep us informed. You heve no idea 
how mtlch,I envy you these coming months in Mexico. Please send 
me your address when you get located. People ~re always going 
down and I'd like to know where you are. 

) 

WCB:RFL 
encl. 

Sincerely, 

• 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Ci •• (n1aat•t .-:J:,.!:;l:1.=:e~t~t:-, ___ , 
Payment Voucher No. 

34 Bedford o 

FEI L. 

11rot pa,ment on nnen.1 fello1rship grant - - - - '1,2~ .... v· 

N&p'o Fello~s ips 

Prepared by 

le ... 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No, Debit 

45-7 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Deur W.3S c~tl~tt: 

• 

Enclos~d you r:ill 1ind oar er.eek 

for 1,200, .1.·epres~ntin 0 a first 

p-L,/tnant o .. your 1.lloa.:.hip 6 rant. !3 l en .. ioned in my 

mont.nly instalLn.>nts of ~14 9ac.1 01JgiAnln 6 wco~t>u L 

Very tr.tl.y yours, 

COROTHY A. ELVIDGE 
D ·:LCl 



May 2.4 , 1946 

Dear Covarrubias: Ihis will introduce Charles White, 

painter, and hi~ wife,(Elizabetb) 

Catlett, sculptress and painter. Both hold fellowships 

from the Julius Rosenwald Fund, and we are very much in­

terested in them and their work. On their trip to Mexico 

they naturally hope for the op,JOrtuni ty of meeting you. 

These are talented young artists and delightful people. 

I am sure you will enjoy meeting them 

as much as they will benefit from visits with you. May I 

bespeak in their behalf any courtesies which you may offer? 

ERE:SO 

Ir . .Miguel Covarrubias 
Mexico City, D.F. 
Mexico 

Very truly yours, 

EDWIN R. EMBREE: 

I 







Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

To 
1a EJ.1Zii.be~~ca:_;t~l:et~t,-~~.r=z 

34 &.dt'ord Streot 

Payment Voucher No. ~853 

Date &:tpto"·ber JO, 1911-6 

F 

P yment on renew l or followship - - - - - - - -

Ck. /i35747 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by 

Appropriation No, 

45-7 

.. 

Posted by 

00.00 

Debit 

$100.00 

\.. 

Credit 

Comptroller 



October 2, l.946 

Dear Miss Catlett: Miss filvidge has shown me your 
letter, and we have discussed it 

together. 2 am sending you this check for $100 at this 
time, rather tht.Il. the total amount remaining in your 
grant which you requested. It he.s not been our policy 
to turn over entire grants to fellowships holders except 
in e~-traordinary oases. With this check, lJOJ of your 
l2484 will have been d1sburned, tUld there ru-e still nine 
months oore of fellowship tenure. te would gre.tly 
prefer to have you submit a monthly or quarterly puyment 
plan, unle:ss there is sorof: unusual and cor;ent ret:.. ... ou for 
dcpnrting from th~ est3blished procedure. At any rate, 
let me heal" from you as soon as you ge.t back to New York. 

I am also imxious to hear how you 
and your husband reacted to Mexico, both as people and 
artistil. 

~CH:en 
Enc. 

Sincerely, 

WILLIAM C. HAYGOOD 

Miss{ El.izabetl} Ca tle_tt,_ ~~~2l'ti~:r~-::-:-' 
34 B~ford Street 
Hew York, New York 
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I 

FELLOVVSHi 

October 8, 1946 

Dear Miss Cntlett: Mr. Haygood has told me that you 
would like to receive en additional 

payment of i200 on your fellowship &rant by October 15, 
and the balance d.ivided into two equal payments payable 
on Ja.nlli:.r,r 15 .nd April. 15. These final two payments 
will be for $492 each. I .shall see that the ebove plan 
is followed, mailin!i, the c!lecks to the d...tress on this 
letter unless we are notified of a change. 

DAE:LCM 

M.iss{Elizabeth C~tl&t~ 
l.024 Lamont Street, N. ff. 
WashinJtoo, D. C. 

Very truly you.rs, 

poROTHY A. ELVIDGE 



To 
'1 :i._1 .. be 

• Shir, t n, l'. C. 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

lctt 

• 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH IC AGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 

Date October 1..,, 194t: 

P. yra n. t on rene\' 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

re :-" lo ~hi.,c 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

4 

p 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To I 
!1 .. ;\~..J.i~l..botll ~ l~t 
ualI de Dr. Miguel Silva 
'1', • t -- J. --• A. '7 -

#13 

Interior #9 
~ 
Mexico, D. F. 

Accounts 

Negr~ Fello~ships 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 3299 

Date Januory 14, 1947 

Appropriation No. Debit 

45-7 $492.00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Dear .-iss Catlett: 

April 18, 1947 

Enelosed you wil~ find 

a certifi~d check for 

~492, representin 0 a final payment on the 

fellowship awarded to you a ye"4 ago. 

Very truly yours, 

DOROTHY A. EL VIDC~ 

DAEaLCM 
Enc. 

Mi.Sb 3.lizabeth "8 tlet;t • -
Dr • .t,guel Silve t'l'.'3 
Interior 19 
Mexico, D . .F. 

REGISTERED f4ilL 



To 

Dr. izuel ilva #13 

Interior.-~ 

J.ie:.d.co, D. ,. 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. .)666 

Date 

Final pll.ymsnt on .fello,..ship - - - - - - - - - - - 492.00 

Ck. (;36757 

Accounts Appropriation No. Debit 

e&ro Fellowships 45-7 $492.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

L 

Credit 

Comptroller 





January 14, 1947 

Dear Miss cauett: In accordance with your recent 

lett.er to Hr. Haygood, I am enclos-

ini a check coverin 6 the current installment on your 

fellowship which has been certified. A final payment 

of ~92 is due on your grant on April 15. Before that 

date, I should apprecif.:te it if ) ou would let me know 

to what address tha~ payment should be mailed. 

DAE:LC:-1 
me. 

l!iBS Elizabeth1Catlett 
Calle de Dr. Miguel Silva lfIT 
Interior #9 
L.exico, D. F. 

Very truly you.rs, 

DOROTiiY A. ELVfnAF 


	di_rf_400_7_0001
	di_rf_400_7_0002
	di_rf_400_7_0003
	di_rf_400_7_0004
	di_rf_400_7_0005
	di_rf_400_7_0006
	di_rf_400_7_0007
	di_rf_400_7_0008
	di_rf_400_7_0009
	di_rf_400_7_0010
	di_rf_400_7_0011
	di_rf_400_7_0012
	di_rf_400_7_0013
	di_rf_400_7_0014
	di_rf_400_7_0015
	di_rf_400_7_0016
	di_rf_400_7_0017
	di_rf_400_7_0018
	di_rf_400_7_0019
	di_rf_400_7_0020
	di_rf_400_7_0021
	di_rf_400_7_0022
	di_rf_400_7_0023
	di_rf_400_7_0024
	di_rf_400_7_0025
	di_rf_400_7_0026
	di_rf_400_7_0027
	di_rf_400_7_0028
	di_rf_400_7_0029
	di_rf_400_7_0030
	di_rf_400_7_0031
	di_rf_400_7_0032
	di_rf_400_7_0033
	di_rf_400_7_0034
	di_rf_400_7_0035
	di_rf_400_7_0036
	di_rf_400_7_0037
	di_rf_400_7_0038
	di_rf_400_7_0039
	di_rf_400_7_0040
	di_rf_400_7_0041
	di_rf_400_7_0042
	di_rf_400_7_0043
	di_rf_400_7_0044
	di_rf_400_7_0045
	di_rf_400_7_0046
	di_rf_400_7_0047
	di_rf_400_7_0048
	di_rf_400_7_0049
	di_rf_400_7_0050
	di_rf_400_7_0051
	di_rf_400_7_0052
	di_rf_400_7_0053
	di_rf_400_7_0054
	di_rf_400_7_0055
	di_rf_400_7_0056
	di_rf_400_7_0057
	di_rf_400_7_0058
	di_rf_400_7_0059
	di_rf_400_7_0060
	di_rf_400_7_0061
	di_rf_400_7_0062
	di_rf_400_7_0063
	di_rf_400_7_0064
	di_rf_400_7_0065
	di_rf_400_7_0066
	di_rf_400_7_0067
	di_rf_400_7_0068
	di_rf_400_7_0069
	di_rf_400_7_0070
	di_rf_400_7_0071
	di_rf_400_7_0072
	di_rf_400_7_0073
	di_rf_400_7_0074
	di_rf_400_7_0075
	di_rf_400_7_0076
	di_rf_400_7_0077
	di_rf_400_7_0078
	di_rf_400_7_0079
	di_rf_400_7_0080
	di_rf_400_7_0081
	di_rf_400_7_0082
	di_rf_400_7_0083
	di_rf_400_7_0084
	di_rf_400_7_0085
	di_rf_400_7_0086
	di_rf_400_7_0087
	di_rf_400_7_0088
	di_rf_400_7_0089
	di_rf_400_7_0090
	di_rf_400_7_0091
	di_rf_400_7_0092
	di_rf_400_7_0093
	di_rf_400_7_0094
	di_rf_400_7_0095
	di_rf_400_7_0096
	di_rf_400_7_0097
	di_rf_400_7_0098
	di_rf_400_7_0099
	di_rf_400_7_0100
	di_rf_400_7_0101
	di_rf_400_7_0102
	di_rf_400_7_0103
	di_rf_400_7_0104
	di_rf_400_7_0105
	di_rf_400_7_0106
	di_rf_400_7_0107
	di_rf_400_7_0108
	di_rf_400_7_0109
	di_rf_400_7_0110
	di_rf_400_7_0111
	di_rf_400_7_0112
	di_rf_400_7_0113
	di_rf_400_7_0114
	di_rf_400_7_0115
	di_rf_400_7_0116
	di_rf_400_7_0117
	di_rf_400_7_0118
	di_rf_400_7_0119
	di_rf_400_7_0120
	di_rf_400_7_0121
	di_rf_400_7_0122
	di_rf_400_7_0123
	di_rf_400_7_0124



