Lo
2
E
£
e
6.
T

HBale A, Woodruff (Megre)
Bsther Worden Day (White)

Julisn Binford (¥hite)
Charles White (Heogro)
Virginis Dudley (White)
Ellis Wilson (¥egre)

Julian L. Rayford (White)



Both ave wonderful bsta,

There is, in my opinion,; a toush of greatness in at least two of
these appliecants in ersative writings Woody Guthrie and Thomes Sanecton,

by the following orderg

addeds

1943

Group
1. TVoody Cuthrie Wi 439
2. Thomas Sanoton Mkt 4
3. Robert Penn Wariren e 45
4o Robert Hamsey % A5
5+ Robert Gibbong W 4

6. Hudson Strode Wi 4
7+ Stetaon Kennedy e 4
8, Berbara Tunnell Anderson #% 45
9. Filliam Kimbrough *% 4
10, Frank Goodwyn # A5

The stars indicate my om odds., One or itwe obssrvations wight be
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The case of Strode ssems rather odéd, One wonders howv he could

be helped by a fellowship, considering hias age, his sesoure
gition and the nmature of his project. It would seem & pity
?;m my point of wiew) to deny the young fellow who follows
hin on the 1list a chance in view of the above, despite the
fact that Strode's socomplishment is obwviously far greater,

Gibbons locks very good, but it might be fair to ask what he
éid with his Knopf fellowship.

Kimbrough i2 rather remarkable in view of his age, but the
above list was not influenced by such consideration, He 1s &
talented story-teller but doesn't seem to have anything
important te ssy at this stage of hia career,

I'n impressed with Kennedy's lsst book, His now one, too,
iz promiging,

Berbare Anderson's outline puzzles me., The mulatto theme is
a great one and urgent, but I'd hate to see it muffed, The
note sbout Strode also applies to her (though her achievement
is less): age, security, etec,

The rest of the field shapes up sbout as indiceted
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Roi Ottlay ™

Ottley 1a easily the beat reporter the
Negro press hes produced in recent times,

Florsnce Rogers lhurray

Hra, Murrey io not, in my judgment,
fellowship tinber,




1943

Lust night we went over the music very carefully, end I honestly
wish I were able to reporty that something proved to be culstanding, but I
gan't. At the moment it appears to me that last year's candidates, on the
whole, seemed more promising than these,
I rete this year's cendidates in the following order:
1, Edward Hargetson (Negro)
2, Herbert Mella »
3s Jessis Fitagerald "
4e Janmes Price Johnson ¢
If the music you sent from Hargetson represenis what he has turned
out during 1942 under his fellowship, then I would sey that he has done a
greet deal of work and hes used his fellewship well, Ouiside of that, there
is nothing thet I oould say about him other then what I said last year, He
is still writing in his own conscnant, academic stylse.
(In 1942 #r, Sti1l said the following regarding Mr, Margetsons
Hre Horgetson is & very competent composer, I liked the things he wrute a
g‘rua.t deal, 0is melodies sre good, and the compositions are tsstefully and
intelligently written, WMy only reason for rsnking him alter ¥r. Ksy snd
Mr, Korr is that I feel that he has consciously limited himself to an academic -
&t times alwmost ecclesisstiocal - styls, This is cnly & ccmment, not & criti-

cism, for I found nothing wrong with his work, He has & great deel of talent,)

hs for Mr, HMellss I liked his arrazngement of the Spiritual, It is
& good melody, and he has made & nice arrangement of 1%, I d1d not care
especially for his piano pleces (although st firat I thought they wuight have
posgibilities) becsuse in many respects they were Tus.uifo /ﬁ ff Gh?ﬁn Td P! /
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Commentes by Willism Grant S5iill 2

Lisst, and once of Debussy and French Impressionism, The piano pleces did
not appear to show melodie invention of a superior sort, for they leaned too
much toward excessive embellishments., They were overly florid, snd contained

more decorstions then meat,

Miss Fitz d geve me a problem to consider, insgmuch as she sent
& syaphonic score which was composed with limitations imposed on the somposer,
which of ccurse would make 1t lack originalily since it had to imitate the
style of & certain period; and she sent arrangements of folk tunes, Frankly,
I ean't think of an srranger in the ssme way that I think of a creative musi-
«m.‘ Very often good arrsngers sre not good eomposers, I regret that she
did not send some originel compositions on whieh to pass judgment, La for
the song srrangements themselves, I would consider them well done znd

gapable, but not outstanding or original,

whom I know as Jimmie Johnson, ia the last on

my list, He is & writer of musical comedles which have been suesessful, It
would seem that he should heve known better than %o send only the orchesirs-
tions of his compositions, since in order to pess judgment on them I would
have to go over the entire scores end reconstruct them, a job that would take
me several weeks, He should have sent some sort of conductor's score., There-
fore I can't give an opinion on the two works he sent. However, I can tell
you that I have knowm hiam in the past as a populer song writer, As a mabter
of feet, I orchestrated some of hiz things in years gone by. Lutely he has
been stepping out of his fleld into that of serious musiec, but I have not
been impressed by anything he hag done, Of course I have heard only some of

his compositions, not all of them, T J : // f an J /
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