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CABLE A~ h ESS. GUGMEMORA OF F I CE OF T HE SECRETA:rtY 

JOHN SIMON GUGGENHEIM MEMORIAL FOU N DATION 

H I FIFTH AVENUE• NEW YORK· N • Y· 

October 3, 1940 
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Mr. George M. Reynolds 
Director or Fellowships 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear George: 
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I certainly wwld not have the presidents or the colleges 
name the nominating committees and I don ' t think I would 
proceed by Committees . I would be inclined to rely on one 
member or the faculty and put the responsibility on him 
alone . I would tell him point blank that the Fund would 
know within six months whether or ot he ha._ banded us a 
lemon, and if he bai that that end his span of author-
ity. 

Do you know T.S. Eliot ' s "Difficulties of a Statesman"? 
It seems .to me pertinent comment on most foundation 
proce1dures . Here it is: 

"The first thing to do is to form the committees : 
The consultative councils , the standing committees , 

select committees and sub-committee. 
One secretary will do for several .committees". 

All the best to you1 

M:C 



C HAR LES S . JOHNSON 
DI .. ECTO R 

October 7, 1940 

F'ISK UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

NASHVILLE , TENNESSEE 

or. George M. Reynold■ 
Director for Fellowships 
Julius .H.osenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chio&go, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Reynolds: 

The outline of the plan for junior fellowships, in 
my judgment, is clear-cut, uncomp-lioated and sound. I have only 
these comments 1 

a) It ahould be clearly experimental for the first year . 

b) The committee of the school nak:ing the selection might 
include the Deans of the colleges and Personnel offi­
cers (mn and women) and two faculty members . 

c) Academic and personnel records should accomplny the 
recommendations . 

d) No assurance would be given that five candidates 
would be appointed from each school, or any without 
regard to the total character of the group. Although 
the average per school might be five it should be 
possible to award only one if only one seemed of pre­
vailing first rank. 

e) Need should not be given the same weight as scholas­
lrr"o'"excellenoe and general personal qualities. 

f') There might be an age limit of 25 years, and the 
school might be allowed, in an exceptional case, to 
name a graduate of the past year, of high qualifica­
tions, who has not found means of continuing with 
graduate work. 

g) The record of the student in graduate sohool might 
be kept as a further cheok on the separate institu­
tional ratings, and eventually have weight n deter-
mining wha.t schools shall • cl ded in the gro 
offered this privilege . 
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Regarding the list of schools, it seems to me a good 
selection. I should like to raise the question, to be checked by 
another opinion, regarding the substitution of, say, Lincoln Univer­
sidy in Pennsylvania, Virginia Union University and West Virginia 
State, for Southern and North Carolina A. and T. It seems to me 
the zraduates of the three 12amed schools ha·.re more often done suo­
cessful graduate and professional work. 

The draft for ~ervice will affect, so far I believe, 
only about 36,GOO Negroes. The chanc;es are snall that they will 
catch nany of the nale selections, a.nd of course none of the female 
select:i. ons. 

The presidents might be asked to pick the committees, 
with ::rour suggestion of the types of persons to be included on 
them. If they pick with consistent unwisdom that will eventually 
count against the school. 

If the schools unuerstand that no certain number of 
awards is guaranteed the number could most reasonably stand at ten. 
It Yrill be easier to do this than to explain to some why they were 
not ir1clud~d. 

I think the plan should go into effect promptly. It 
is a good one. 



THE ADVISORY COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 

FEDERAL RESERVE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

Mr. George Reynolds 
Julius Rosenwald Foundation 
4901 Elli• Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

M;y dear George 1 

October 14, 1940 

I tound your letter ot September 30th await­
ing rq return trom the trip to Chicago. 

I have examined the memorandum on junior fel­
lowships. It seems to me that the proposed plan 
is satiataotory. The only question I have 1 ■ 
about the list ot colleges to .be included in the 
experiment. You have included three state-. sup• 
ported institutions. I wonder how you happened to 
choose these as over and againat the others and 
it the list ot private institutions includes all 
the good ones. 

Sincerely yours, 



81RMINGHAM-50m,T E~N poLLEGE 
11) t 0 

BIRI\IIINGH M, LABAMA 
0Fr1CE OF THE PRESIDENT 

October 22. 1940 

Mr• George Me Reynolds 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

Dear George: 
,f • d 

I have been so busy serving my country 
on the local draft board that I have delayed a 
reply to your letter concerning the Junior Fellow­
ship proposal. I am in hearty sympathy with the 
plan contained in your communication and I hope 
that the plan will meet with the approval of the 
whole Corranittee. 

You raised some specific questions to 
which I give the following categorical replies: 

1. I don't believe that the draft should 
interfere with the proposed program. 

2. I suggest that the president of the 
institution suggest names but that 
the final selection be made by the 
Cominittee. 

3. I like the longer list of institutions 
instead of a smaller one since it 
gives us a wider area for selection. 

With warmest greetings to the whole 
group. I remain 

RRP:MC 



Same to 
Dr. \lexand.er 
Mr. Moe 

(Dr. Johnson got a special letter) 

November 18, 1940 

Dear Mr. Pa tyi lie haTe decided to go ahead with 

the scholarship aid program for 

this year. I am enclosing a memorandum which has 

Just gone to the following institutions, 

MLO 

Fisk University 
Howard University 
Morehouse College 
Prairie View State College 
Spelman College 
Ta.J.ladega College 
West Virginia State College 

Very truly yours, 

llr. Raymond Paty 
Birmingham-Southern College 
Birmingham, Alabama 




