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Plan of Work 
A survey of the entire field of historical writing on the Negro by 

Negroes in t he United States from 1844 to 1944. 
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toward M. A. at Columbia University under Harry J . Carman. 
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Plan of Jork 

PLEASE R!::TURN 
TO 

JULIUS ROS.:, -. N'ALD FU'.~D 

1 A history of histori cal writing on the Negro by Negroes 
in the United States f'rom 1844 to 1944 . An effort otherwise 
new , except l'or Loggin I s r:ork on earlier authors , to de t ermine 
the nature 01· such ·1ritines , to examine the authors I methods 
of co position , materials and scholsrsnip , to apprai se theri 
work 1'or its historical value a..>1d , i f poss i ble , to show h uw 
earlier ,rorks have been used Vii th or without quali:f!ications 
by later Negro historians . A brief' biography of each f..Utnor 
will be given . •rhe survey will begin with R. B . Lev,~s 1 

Light and truth and wi ll include all historical works published 
in 1944 . Orations and periodical articles will be omitted . 

One of the greatest problems in this study will be the 
determination of' the r e.ce 01' t"he author ur j ting on the r, e gro . 
l\lost bibliograi1hies , ork ' s being an exception, do not indi-
cute whether an author is a Negro or not . The study will 
necessiata te c r reful examination 01" ev ry book and title mentioneQ 
an d thouen the Schombur g Collection and those of other New York 
libr• ries wi ll be drawn upon, visits will hcve to be m&de to 
the Library of Congress and the .t<,ounder' s librc. ry at ttow& rd 
Uni ersity . In addition the f iles or the Journal of Negro 
History and its editor , ~r . oodson , cnsulted . 

This topic as a whole has not been the subject oi research. 
Some material on ,1ri ters oefore 1900 may be found in Loggin ' s 
1'iee;ro author-; the only discussion of' historical writing by 
Negroes may be r'ound in Kraus I History 01' .AJneric an History. 

2 Jv1y progress to date is a growing but so f a r small c a r d 
bibliogrEphy of n1ead material~ . As I am workin'--- 68 and 
1/2 hours a Heek and c Errying 12 points in graduate rustory 
courses I have not been able to eke out much time , but what 
little I have has been spent in reading background material 
and in combi ng the Columbia University Libra r·ies i'or the ,1or..cs 
oi' 1{ell , illiams etc . 

3 Columbia Uni versity. The .. ork wo ld be done under the 
supervisi n o f" Profess or Har·ry J. c ... rman and Professor Dwi gnt C. 
f.' iner . I lo not do Jbt th&. t I shall have to seek the advice 01· 

J r . ~e dn.ic;~ 01· the Schomburg Collection. 

4 Cannot s a y , but such a study is c ~rtainly needed. 

5 Ii' I c annot 1'inish this f-' tudy 1 or a h . h . I shall try and. 
,et p:eemission to use it as 1:1 Pt. :) . thesis and ,,ill .. rite tne 

p eriod 1 rom lo44 to 1909 for the . . A. degree . 



LETTiRS OF REFERENCE 

Joseph Alfred Borome 

Mr. Frank Tannenbaum, Columbia University, Morningside Heights , 
New York, New York 

Mr. Borome is an exceptionally able person . He 

is serious, intelligent and hardworking and will do a good and useful 

job of whatever he undertakes. I sincerely urge your granting him a 

fellowship . 

Mr . Dwight C. Miner, Assistant Professor of History, Columbia University 

Mr. Borome has not progressed far enough to make 

it possible to pass judgment on the details of his plan of work. I have 

talked with him a·~ length, however , on the general scope of his subject, 

the aspects to be treated, and methods of proceeding. His topic is 

excellent. It has not been done before and, if handled properly, should 

throw significant light upon the contributions of Negroes to our culture 

and the attitude of intelli gent, e.,ve.re Negroes during the last century 

towards the past development and future prospects of their race as part 

of the American nation. Mr. Borome is an able student and wholly capable of 

doi ng a first-class piece of histor ical r esearch. It i s my hope that he 

will confine his master ' s essay to one part of his subject and that he 

will continue on to the doctor ate . In so doing , I am certain that the 

final product wi ll show far greater maturity of thought and ripeness 

of scholarship. If the subject is worthy of financial assistance, as 

I believe it to be , it deserves more time and effort than can usually 

be allotted to a master ' s essay. • 

Mr . Ha~ry J . Carman, Dean, Columbia College 

Mr . Borome is now pursuing graduate work under my 
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direction. I have , therefore , had op_portunity to become fairly well 

~cquainted with him both as a person and as a scholar . He is a person 

of first-r ate character, trust-worthy, mature and in every respect a 

very real person . Or the scholarly si de I have been impressed by his 

deep interest in the Negro· and their many problems . He is widely read, 

has a penetrating min~ , is mature in judgment, has ability to get things 

done . He also expresses himself ex~remely well . The job which he has 

outlined in hi s plan of work i s in my opinion a task which i s eminently worth­

while . Mr. Borome and I have talked at considerable length, and he has 

long felt that a volume on the history of historical writing on the Negro 

by Negroes in the United States was very much neede , and I have every 

rea::;on to believe that Mr. Borome has the abili ty to produce such a 

volume provi ded that he can find adequate time for it. At present his 

heavy load of non-academic work makes it quite impossi ble for him to do 

much on this particular task. It was with the view of possibly relieving 

him of these out &ide duties that I suggested that he apply to the 

Rosenwald Fund for assistance . I commend him without mental reservation 

on my part. 

Mr . John Bert hel , Acting Librarian, Columbia College Library, New York, N. Y. 

l.lr . Joseph Bororoe has always impressed me as 

being intelligent, cooper ative, and ambitious . He i s perfectly conocious 

of the Negro problem and is interested in discu3sing i t . His approach 

to the subject, however, r emains objective and not an emotional, uncritical 

aisplay. He is a serious worker but not without a sense of humor. In 

this age of specialist s he has succeeded in achieving a well-rounded 

per sonality . He finas interest in subjects other than hi s chosen field . 
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He knows and enjoys music , poetry, psychology, and literature . 

If Mr . Borome has deciued upon a topic , I 

feel quite certain that he will devote himself to it until the problem 

of organization is solved and the paper finished. 

I am not specially qualified to discuss the 

importance of Mr. Borome's project. My major field of study has been 

Ameri can History but I have no special training or knowledge of Negro 

history. The outline of his project sounds reasonable . I believe he 

would handle his material in a scholarly way. A clearer knowledge 

of Negro authors should fill a long felt need in American history. This 

special knowledge should add to the general American cultural heritage . 
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Joseph Alfred Borome Field: History 

Reference librarian, Columbia College Library 
41-11 Twelfth Street, Long Island City 1, New York 

Plan of Work 
A biogr aphy of Justin Winsor, research to be done in Boston, under 

direction of Professor Allan Nevins of Columbia, to be published by a university 
press in 1947. ~- .... 

I > !I.; 
r ~' Requests grant for one year beginning July, 1945. Wishes to work 
~· .' toward Ph.D. at Columbia University under the supervision of Professor Allan 
:,. ·\ Nevins. 
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References 

College of 'the City of New York, A.B., 
Columbia University, B.L.s., 1943. 

Columbia University, M.A., 1945 • 

.., 

Junior clerk, New York Public Library, 20.3 West 115th Street, 
New York City, 1938-42, $405; library fellow, College of the City 
of New York Library, 140th Street & Convent Avenue, 1942-43, $750; 
head of circulation-reference librarian, Columbia College Library, 
Morningside Heights, 1943- , $1620-$1800. 

Has been added to reviewing staff of Phylon and expects to join 
Library; Journ§! staff in same capacity in April , 1945; has been 
offered opportunity to write biogr aphy of C. Jewett for American 
Library Association. 

Articles in Libraey Journal, Bulletin of Bibliography, Journal of 
Social Psychology. 

Library fellowship, College of the City of New York, 1942-43, 
$750 a year. 

Allan Nevins, Columbia University 
Harry J. Carman, " " 
Mar ge.ret Hutchins, 11 
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Helen E. Haines, visiting professor, University of Southern California 
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. Statement of Plan of Work 

1 - L, \. , .J •. LD FUND 
. I propose to write a de.fin t ve b i oeraphy of Just n .J;:,'insot>., poet , autho-P, 

ibliographer , edaeogue , authority oh cartography, historian and librarian, 
whose 1 fe , save for some periodical articl es of the last centurv and a f ew 
more recent encycloped e. sketckes , hes yet to be tre1-ted with be~omino- dio-nity 
in a book . ~ ~ ' 

The volume will a.i n to be as de.fini ti ve as possibl e and will embrs.ce all 
aspects of the sub j ect ' s life. Toe first part Will be bu lt around his early 
attempts at poetry, the History of Duxbury, publ shed when he W8S scarcely 
nineteen years of age , hls revolt aga nst the Har vard curricul um, those years 
of study in Europe which carried him to Pers and Heidelbere and his return to 
America . The second part w 11 deal with his courtship and mar·ia:::;e , his efforts 
as cha rman of t•,e visit ne comm ttee of' the Bos ton Publ c Library , his well 
nigh ace ental , but fortunate appointment as Librarian there , the lasting 
reforms in library service initiated, his founding of and elect on as president 
of American Library Association and finally, the storm vath munic pal officials 
that caused Vv'insor to leave the Boston Publ c Library when President Eliot 
called him to the more peaceful haunts of Harvard . The third part will open 
with his libr8ry reforms at Harvard and their suitability to Eliot ' s elective 
system, will continue with the conception and execut i ~n of his menu.mental co­
operative histori es , his rise t o fame as an authority on c artography ( a f&me 
so grert that the Un ted States government requested h im aid in the /enezuel1:1.n 
boundary dispute of 1895) , his untiring act i vities and efforts as a pedaeogue 
and as a member of vauious historical and 1 brary associations in America and 
abroad , his bibliographi cal handbooks and works , his fam ly life and soc al 
acti vities , his great work as president of the American Historical As,ociation 
and wi l l end w th his notable series of volumes begun with Chr stopher Columbus 
and terminated with the posthoumous ','Jes tward Move~ent . 

•11nsor ' s entire life will be pro j ected aeainst h is times , from the J ack­
sonian era to Cleveland ' s second presidential term. His opinions and actions 
on sub j ects the t enterta ined such importance then as id , among others , slavery, 
the Civil •·:ar , the scandals of t he Grant admi ni stration, the Hayes Tilden 
elect cm , l abor organi zations and the Venezuelan boundary dispute will be set 
forth. But si nce all the a:vailable published biographical material on Wi nsor 
concerns i tsel f with his rontiubutions to knowl e ee - there is nothing of his 
family l ife - it will be necessary to portray the man and h.:.s personality as 
such s the task of the bioerapher . A rare personality he must have had if 
one is to judge from the high praises he el c i ted from those who knew him. 3is 
personal friends and social acquaintances such as Henry Adams to whom he supplied 
such informatt n as f ound ts way into the latt er ' s History of the United States 
and such men as John Fiske , Melvil Dewey, Franc i s Parkman , Charles Eliot and 
'11homas Aldrich, whose home W&S an intellectual refuge fro the young 1"'insor , 
will be fo11nd in the pf ges of the volume . And equal attenti un will be given 
to h s ef orts es historian and as librarian. 

As to the present state of the pDo j ect I can only write that I began to 
collect informati n about the location of materisl in the early summer of 1944 
and havine found that most of the materials were available only in Boston 
have had to content myself with combine New York City libraries (Nevr York Public 
Library , Columbia University, New York Historicbl Soc i ety Library) for material . 
I have , however , lea'~:eed the exact amount of material and k i nds available in 
Boston ( see below) and could begin towork there Vii t h 5> me :,emblence of order­
lyness . I also have at hand an excellent biog:il!lpgpphf 'lJf ··r1nsor published by 
Harvard University n 1902 which covers almost all the mat r>ial on him to that 
date ; it is useful for checking items in Ne,-1 York. 

I cannot see a.YJ.y possibility of completing the task ahead before early 1947 o 
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Statement of Plan of '"'ork 
( 2 ) 

All research will have to done in or near Bosmn as the greatest amount 
of material , as previ ously noted, i s located 1) in the Harvard University 
archives , 2 ) at t he rtas8achusetts Histo~ical Society, 3) at the Boston Public 
Library and 4) at the few 3ngland Historical Beneological Society. I have 
bibliographi es of the Winsor holdings of these i nstitutions as well as assurances 
that these will be at my disposal . I n ··1orchester, Massachusetts , there s some 
mater al in the .American .t;ntiquar an Society an at ·"ashington, D. C., in the 
manuscr p t col ection f the Library of Congre8s . 

I shall work under the direct supervision and guidance of PDcfessor Allan 
Nevi ns of Columbia Uni vers i ty, but will of ne cess ty seek the help of such 
scholars as ~- . A. De Wolfe Howe , with whom at Professor Nev ns ' suggestion I have 
had correspondence. T'ne living rel at ves of .. linsor must also be contacted and 
c onsul terl as must be those who hav0 rnemor es of h ~ . 

There i s little doubt but that the biography will b e pnblished by a uni ver­
si ty pres, , as the sub j ec t s scarcel y of the genre to appeal to the commercial 
publisher . Suffice i.t to say thaL ''linsor is deserving of a biography when so 
many who have done less have been Vlritten about and that surely he merits a 
bioorn,hy of ,vhom Edwar,.l Shanning said in 1898, u As a h stor cal editor , as a 
lib;arian, as a master of .Amer can his f-or cc. l ca1•togr&phy , as a student of the 
biblloP-r8 hy of Jmerican history , Just n ·"insor Wa"' ,ii thout a. p "er ." But I 
t11 nk that Professor )Tevins mie;ht better tell of the value of the wor·k than I. 

I t ls impossible in these war times to lan awl thus write of one I sfuture 
ple.ns . 
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LETTERS OF REFERENCE 

Mr. Joseph Alfred Borome 

Miss Helen E. Haines, Instructor, Columbia University School of 
Library Service, New York 

My opinion concerning Joseph Borome•s qualifica­

tions for carrying through successfully the plan of work here out­

lined is based entirely on his work as a student in the Book Selection 

course that I conducted for Columbia University School of Library 

Service, at the Summer Session of 1942. - His final grade in that 

course was "A" which is a definitely high rating and indicates excel­

lent work; in seven individual problems he received three "B plus" 

grades, three "A minusn grades, and one A. This is an excellent 

record throughout; and not only in his work but in response and per­

sonality he was one of the first-rank students in the course. Mr. 

Borome•s aim at that time was to carry on reference work in a college 

library, specializing, if possible, in music reference service. For 

this it seemed to me that he was particularly fitted, and I had 

hoped that this would prove to be his professional. field. I found him 

promising and pleasing, sensitive to beauty, thoughtful and responsive 

in his work, with a genuine enthusiasm for books and a good reading 

background which he was diligently enlarging-all qualities for suc­

cessful librarianship. But I did not then, and do not yet, feel 

that he possesses distinctive ability as a writer; and by that I 

mean facility in literary expression, the power to produce a clear and 

interesting summary from confused and variant material, and some 

mastery of word use. Such abil.ity i s essential in any competent writing 
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of biography. His plan of work proposes an important, ambiti ous 

and very difficult undertaking which would demand not only sound 

scholarship but a high degree of literary abili ty. Justin Wi nsor is 

a many-si ded notable f igure in American librarianship and histori o­

graphy, and an adequate biography of him would be a val uabl e con­

tribution t o our lit erature . To build such a biography from the 

i mmense mass of mat erial concerning him--a bi ography, authoritative, 

vitslized and inter esting, and kept withi n publishable length--would 

tax bot h t he scholarship and t he lit er ary skill of an experienced 

and able writer. That it could be carri ed through by a novice in t he 

art of wri t i ng seems t o me doubtful. Mr. Bor ome 1s summary of Just in 

Winsor 1 s life , i n his pl an of work, i s excellent, but i t i ndicates 

t he magnitude of the fiel d he would have t o cover and the immense 

amount of material t o be digested, pr eport i oned , and int egrated into 

a Biography. I admit I feel uncer tain of his ability to do t hi s , and 

on t his point must suspend j udgment. If those who have been in cl ose 

personal t ouch (as I have not been) wi th his work as a r esearch stu­

dent in t his gener al field have a different opinion, I shal l be very 

gl ad. 

------
Dr . Margar et Hutchins , Assi stant Prof essor, School of Librar y Service, 

Col umbi a Univer sity, New Yor k 

Mr. Bor ome was an outstanding st udent in my 

course on bibl iography and r ef erence two year s ago. I beli eve t hat 

on account of his i nt el l i gence, enthusiasm, car efulness, t hor ough-
• 
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ness, and industriousness he is especially well-qualified for 

searching out the source materials on the life of such a person 

as Justin Winsor. 

-.3-

He also showed ability to organize material well, 

and I would expect that he would produce a good biography'. 

Mr. Harr:y J. Carman, Dean of Columbia College, Columbia University 
New York 

1944 Mr. Borome is now pursuing graduate work under 

my direction. I have, therefore, had opportunity to become fairly 

well acquainted with him both as a person and as a schol ar. He is 

a person of first-rate character, trustworthy, mature and in every 

respect a very real person. On the scholarly side I have been im­

pressed by his deep interest in the Negro and their many problems. 

He is widely read, has a penetrating mind, is mature in judgment, 

has ability to get things done. He also expresses himself extremely 

well. The job which he has outlined in his plan of work is in my 

opinion a task which is eminently worth-while. Mr. Borome and I 

have talked at considerable length, and he has long felt that a 

volume on the history of historical writing on the Negro by Negroes 

in the United States was very much needed, and I have every reason to 

believe that Mr. Borome has the ability to produce such a volume pro­

vided that he can find adequate time for it. At present his heavy 

load of non-academic work makes it quite impossible for him to do much 

on this particular task. It was with the view of possibly relieving 

him of these outside duties that I suggested that he apply to the 
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Rosenwald Fund for assistance. I commend him without mental reser­

vation on my part. 

1945 I should like most heartily to endorse what I 

said about him a year ago. Since that time he has completed his 

requirements for the M.A. degree and I have bad further opportunity 

to observe him and to reach conclusions about him as a human being 

and a scholar. He is unquestioDB.bly one of the ablest persons of 

his rank t hat we have ever had as a graduate student at Columbia 

and I hope very much that his application will receive favor at your 

hands. It is true that he has changed his topic. He has done so 

at the suggestion of Professors Commager, Nevins and myself. The 

task which we have suggested that he undertake is a most important 

one and has long awaited tackling by someone who has the ability to 

handle it. We un:i.uestionably feel that Mr. Borome can do it, and in 

masterly fashion. 

Dr. Allan Nevins, Professor of History, Columbia University, New York 

Mr. Borome is without exception the ablest 

colored student whom I have had at Columbia University; and this is 

high praise for I have had several who showed great ability. 

He has a quick mind, and a genuine power of analy­

sis. His written papers, though not brilliant, evince real force in 

self-expression. He does not always llrite with the precision and 

correctness that could be desired. Indeed, his "Statement of Plan of 

Work" shows a good many minor faults of style. But my experience is 
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that a student of Mr. Borome•s parts can be shown how to remedy his 

faults of diction and phrasing. What is important is that he has 

ideas, and is able to grasp a complicated subject. With a little 

assistance, he can make a clear and interesting statement of the 

results of his historical researches. 

He has read more widely in one field, American 

historiography, than most of our postgraduate students, and his 

reading had led him to the subject he now suggests. 

-5-

It seems to me a genuinely good subject for a 

book. (1) No life of Justin Winsor exists, and none is contemplated 

elsewhere save a short monograph on his career as librarian. (2) He 

was a productive historica.l scholar of marked talent, whose writings 

have never been adequs.tely surveyed. (3} He was still more important 

as our first organizer of large-scale cooperative undertakings in 

the field of history, e.nd his Narrative s.nd Critical History of 

America and his Memorial History of Boston are still works which 

(though even) are of the highest value to scholars. (4) His life as 

librarian, scholar, and friend of historians was of real interest, 

and will throw light on a number of aspects of American culture. 

Mr. Eorome has already made extensive investi­

gations and gather ed much material. I believe he will produce a valu­

able book. 

Dr. Frank TaIU1enbaum, Columbia University, New York 

Mr. Borome has been a student of mine for two years 



Letters of Reference - Joseph Alfred Borome -6-

now, and I have developed a very high regard for him both as a 

person and a worker. He is competent, diligent, thoughtful, and all 

around one of the most promising people I know and I shall be very 

happy to see you extend a fellowship to him. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Applic~tion and accompanying documents should be tiled as early as possible for the convenience of the Fellowship 
Committee, preferably during the early autumn. No application can be considered by the Committee unless the 
completely tilled-out blank and all of the materials requested reach the Director for Fellowships by January 3, 1944. 

Negro 0 White Southerner 0 

Name in full ...... J.Q~.~Ph . l.f;r:~p_ .!3.Q:r.QI\l~L ........................... . .. . .. . ... . ..... • • • • • • • • • 

Present address ... 1'.J. . :: . ;J.) •.. . 'fy~~f:~~A- .. ~~ .• ....... 4?~8. J~.J;M<;i .. Q1-.tY ....... .lf~~ . ¥.9rX ... . . . 
acy s~~ 

Permanent address ..... . .. ... ~-~·~ ......... . ...... . ......... . .. . .................. • • • • • • • • • • · · · · · · · · 
City S~te 

Present position (be specitic) .. Libr. !''3 . ASs.i s.tant ...... . ..... . ..... . ................. . ........... . 

I • • • • GoJ.nm1-..1 ° Colle"'e 1 , 1 i-::.20 nst1tut1on or organization. . . - ••Y ........... . . o ......... Annual sa ary :, . ... J. ·" .J • • • ••••••••••••• • • 

Address . . .l,J9.I?~.:i.t;l;-~;i...q.~ .. tl~tM~.~ .......... N.E!•?. x~.r:~ .......... ..... w~.V{ . X<?:r.~ ........ . 
acy s~~ 

Specific Field ..... ~erican. Hi :tor.y ............... ... . .. .... .. ............ . 

Concise statement of plan of work ..... A .SlU'Y.€lY .. Of .. tb~ . ~.~t.l:r~ . f .:1, ~J,c;l .. Qf. .J:i.1.~:t.9:J'.'.:1..~.e..l. .. . 

v1.i:-i.t;ing _ .C?~ .. th~ .. lf~g,:-~ . P.Y. ~~f!il'.'~.E?~ .. t!?-.. 1:1:1.~. :0.1:f.~~~ . ~~~-~ .3•
3 .. tr:?'.: .?:~~-~ .. ~? .. . 

194.4 •......... . ................. . ..... . . . ... . .. . ... •.· . ..... . ............ ................ ..... . 

Dates of period for which grant is desired .... 1 a:y: . l ~~.4 .. t9 . .Iua'Y. l 9~5 ................... . .......... .. 

What is your estimate of the total duration of the· proposed project'? .. ] ... y.e@.~ ..................... . ....... . 

Will you return to your present position? .. ':l !3.~ . .. : . If not, for what position do you seek further training? . ... ..... . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , • • • • , • • • • i , , • • , • • ' • , • , • , , , , • , , , , , , , , , , o , , , , , , , 4 , , , • ~ , • • , o • , • , , • , , • , , • • • • , • • 

I 

If you contemplate graduate study, please fill in the following: 

What institution do you wish to attend? .. Co.11.unbia .. Uni Vfil'S.it,3' ................................ . ... . 

H ave you been admitted? ...... Ye.s ........ For what degree will you work? .... . :flt .•. A ....................... . 

Under whose supervision? .•••• Hal'.'PY. · J •;. Ca3:ll1lan • ........ Department of .... • . Hi•stb'r '.9' .. •. • • • • • • .. 



Personal History 

Place of birth ... . ... _ij~.'L X9;t:ls:; .. C;i.tY. .............. . ........ Date of birth ... May .. 7 , .. 1919 ..... . . . 

Single, married, widowed, divorced ..... .. . 9;1..I}g,J,~ .... . ...................................... . .... : . .... . 

Name and address of wife or husband ........... . ..... . .. . ..... . ... . ............................... . .. .. . 

Occupation and salary of wife or husband ... . ... . ..... . ... . ............................... . .............. . 

Number and ages of children ....... . ... . . . ... , .... .' . .. . : ... , ................. . · ... _ . .............. . ........ . 

Dependents . . ... . O:n.~ . . ...... To what extent? ... ~ .. Totall.y .. . . . . Relationship ... ) ~Qth~:t: ...... . .... . 

Have you any constitutional disorder or physical disability? ... . :~ ~.e.r .. gJ..l:l-S.& e S .. f.o:r .. ray.opia.; .. s.l i.gb.t. . . 

. • .• ,.S. y,irt P.J..,J •. c. .• .heJ.r..t .. lJlP.rm.ur ............. . ........ . . . ........ .. ......... ........................ . 

. (i:h~ Committee on Fellowships reserves the right to require a full physical examination.) 

Draft status . • .. : ...... . .. ..... . . ............... . .... 1:E ............ . ...... . ......................... . 

E_ducadon 

One official transcript of your college and university records together with five copies must be submitted with your 
application. JC0pies may be typed by the applicant.) 

College 

University 

Professional 
or technical 

Special study 

Name of Institution Period of Study 
( Give dates) 

..................... . ... . . ... ... . ... ,Tµ_I}? . . ! :4.~ .• ........ . 

.Gr.a~u~t.~ . His.tor.y. J)e.rrt ... . .... 1at e . . ............. . 

Degrees, Diplomas, 
Certificates 

(Give dates) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... ............ . 

Significant extra-curricular activities .. _ ........... . ............................ . . . ......... : .............. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ; .. ' ~ .. ............ .......... ........................... ... ..... ..... . 



Experience 

Give record chronologically. 

Institution or Organization Address Position 

New Y _q:rk . P.~°9.J.J.~ .. :f.,Jl;>;r:~r.Y .... . gQP. . F .•.. ;l.+B .. ~.t; , ....... J.r '·. La~"e:rk 
.Q~ 9.d ~.~.:i:-.• .. k~l?~i?-t:Y ....... . f:Y~ .. $.~: .. ~Pa<l .. G9!1Y~n1 ... feJ-.J. O~'l. . . . 

AVE . 
Colv.: l!lP.:i..fJ . . C.q:J..;J..~ .}~ . ~:J.P.~?.:r:Y. h9;t:l):i..n~:i.P.~ . Ji{:l.igh~s. .Lib~ .. i\.s$:t. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... ... ... .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Accomplishments 

Inclusive Dates 

Sept . 1 38 to 
J.u.ne .. '. 2. •.... 
July 142 to 

. . June .. ! -:r.3 .... 

. .Jlll~ .. 1.43 .. tc 
date 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Annual 
Salary 

. . -i4O~ ... 00 

00 

20 

. . ,)7.50 ... 

. .• ':P.J. , 6 

......... . 

. .... ..... 

1. Of what learned, scientific, or artistic societies are you a member? ... ~rl: . Jqtntng .. ~};l-~ . An:i~.X::i-~. Wl ..... . 

2. What research or creative work have you done? ( If in business or a profession, give evidence of standing and 
achievements.) 

...... !3. ~ !3 . . 9.~+~-:f .. ( .:>.) . ..... ............. . . . ................................ . .... . . . ............. . 

• • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ♦ ••••••••••••••• • • • ••• 

3. Publications (Books and articles. Give title, date, and publisher). '.'.~i.<t~:t.:iP . . Ph.i?nQm~U.QU .. nd .. tb~ .... 

N~ g;l'.'.Q . P.r~.fJCh.0.Q:i-. . Gh.:i.l-rt. '.' .• ... . J:91--\:i;'A§}-., 9.t: . 899.i.~.~ , ~tV-,41-.~~ - .~ .. .',:J.:i)).:t.~:r . . :J..~49::J. .•. ... 

'.' R~P.:i.~J, . Y.l)P.~r.~ tA:r:i.~.~i;ig . ~l)Sl. . ~h~ .. +;t~r.B;:o('. .- .. Lil?r~ry _ 1ournal •.... Q~.~ L J,,. ) -.~4~-

Srri ':" .r-; . ;l.~ ;'3).-l ~.s. l ... '.' JHp).;l..Q&~?-P.IfY. . 9.1~ . M':t.!}V-F. . ~~.C?:r.~ . ~9~.~'{i.:i,y~1
•
1 

.• ••• f}\1-J.)?,~ in. 8:(' ..... . 

. f}tp.J.~.Qg;r;1il-P,lJ.:Y:• ... . <! f\1}, .-: Ty .. _9::i;-~- . !\P.J?.:i) .. :-.c:fV-.11~. ). ~.4'#.•, ....................................... . 

4. List scholarships or fellowships you _have previously held or now hold, stating in each case the places and periods 
of tenure, the studies pursued during your incumbency, and the amounts of the stipends . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



Budget Estimate 

Room and board ............ . ........... .. $ .. 13.50 .... . 
Clothing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 
Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . 19 .... . 
Tuition • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . .. . 
Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ~<:J ... . . 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ~O . . .. . 
• • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ ........... . 

Total amount needed 
Amount applicant can provide 

Amount requested from Fund 

$ ...... . ... . . 
$ ... 500. ... . 

$ .. 1000. ... . 

Clip ( do not paste) 
photograph here 

If you have applied or expect to apply elsewhere for any fellowship for the same period ( which is, of course, permissible) 
state the facts regarding such application. 

References 

List references from whom confidential information may be obtained concerning your professional qualifications and 
from whom expert opinion may be obtained as to the value and practicability of your proposed plan of work. 

Name of Reference Position Address 

1 Harr.y. J: ••. Ca:roi.~ ...... ..... .. .... ?.:r:'9ll?.~~·~.:r:' . . C?f . .l:ii~t.q:rY. ,Q9;:l,w.n.l:?;i..l:l . JJ.o:lv~.r.$it-y: .... . 
~1orningside Heigh-cs, .N . Y. 

l 'l;y{tg.q:t; .. Q, ... t,1.~:p..~r ....................... 
1
.
1 
... . .... ' '. ...... ''. ...... • .. -~~~~ .. · · .. • • • .... • .... · • • • • 

., J;t'l:'.l:l~.K. '.~E;1..nn~n'l;>.a.w.n. ..................... '.' : ...... :'. .... .. 1'. ....... . . s.eme ........... . ......... .. 

1 .J9.lw • .J~.~rt.lw.~ ........................ ~-~1?!:f!-r.t~n ... .... ...... ~9f-.~?t~ . 9.<?~.~~g~ .. 1:if~:r~ry 

Statement of Plan of Work 

i',1ornings l de Heights, N. Y. 

~~~ :' .. !.~r~ . !j~l?.~t~ .. ~Al?!:~!'.Y 
lOb J . 13b ~-c . N. Y. 

Submit a statement giving detailed plans for your work during the tenure of your fellowship. This statement should 
include: ( 1) a full description of the project, including its character, scope, and significance; (2) the present state 
of the project ( time of commencement, progress tci date, etc.) and expectation as to completion; ( 3) the proposed uni­
versity, institution of similar grade, or other place where work would •be carried on, and the authorities with whom it 
would be done; (4) your expectation as to publication or use of the results of your study; (5) subsequent plans for your 
career. 

Your plan of work should be carefully prepared. Submit seven copies typed on 8,¼"xll" paper. Your name should be 
on each sheet. 

SIGNATURE •••••••..•....... .. ........................... . ... . . . ........ . . . ...................... 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Application and accompanying documents should be filed as early as possible for the convenience of the Fellowship 
Committee, preferably during the early autumn. No application can be considered by the Committee unless the 
completely filled-out blank and all of the materials requested reach the Director for Fellowships by January 1, 1945 . . 

Negro ✓ White Southerner 0 

Nam, ;, lull ..••••• ~ .. ~ .. .11~ .. ........................ . 
Present address .••... i f ./ .~ .. /} ..... . r..~ ... ~ ..... . ~~·fy··'}·ft/'"' L T • C,ty : • • • / ~¥~ 7 
Permanent address . .. . .... . ... . . ~ ..... . .... . . . ................ . . . .......... . .. ... . . ... . 

t
. City Stete 

. . . l , , • P J , • ""b ~ ~ La ......... . 
Present po~1tJ~n (be spec1~c) •. • • • ~ ;;...;· b .t.~. . . . . (f . .. ,...-........-. -:--.1 .. 

Inst1tut10n or organization ... ~ . ~ . .. Annual salary . J t. 8:"°.lrt) . .......... . .. . 

Address .... . ~~o ' . . ~.1:.l~ . ....... .. 11 s-. . Y. ...... ~ .?.} . J .1 .. \.J., ... .... . . ,,~~~~·T.~ ~•r7 ~ c~ , . Lh 

D,io,; of p«iod fo, whk h ~<ant is d,,iml. ... ~ ... l.f/. 't: !£. ::7' ~ • . {f f b,., • • • • • 

What is your estimate of the total duration of the proposed project ? . . . / ~. . . . . . . . . ....... . .. . ........ . u... ~ ~IC) • 
Will you return to your present position? ·r- , ~ not, for what osition do you seek further training? . ... . .... . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ■ ... . ... .. .. . . .. 

I J you contemplate gr<ufaate study, please fill in the J ollowing: 

What L'lstitution do you wish to attend? .... : .. ~ · ~ ~ ..... . .. . ~ ..... . 
Have you been admitted ? . .. . ~ ..... For what degree will you work? . ..... . fl..~);?·., .... ...... ... .... . 
Undo, whose , upe,v;,;on? .. . .. '(jlr .b.Jl.r.,.../1~. Depuim,nt of .... ( ~ .. . .... . 



Personal History 

Place of birth ........ k..,_y , . . ( .............. ....... . . ....... Date of birth ... ~ .J., Jf.l Y, ... . 

S;ngle, mmh,d, w idow, d, d; ,ocood ..... ~ ....... ......................... . . · ............ . ...... . 

Name and address of wife or husband ......................... .. ... . ... . .. . .............................. . 

Occupation and salary of wife or husband ......... .... . . ... . .................................. . ..... ... .. . . 

Number and ages of children ..................... . . .. ... . .......................... . ....... .. ...... ..... . 

Dependents ... . -~ . ... To what extent? ... . 1~ ... . ..... Relationship .... ~ ........ . 
Have you any constitutional disorder or physical disability? .. ~ t .~ :~ . ........ . 

, 
••• • • • ♦ ••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • ••••• • ••• • •••••••••••••••• 

(The Committee on Fellowships reserves the right to require a full physical examination.) 

H p-
Draft status . . .... rt: ....... . . . . ............. . ............................... . .. . ...... ... ............. . 

Education 

One ofjicial transcript of your college and university records together with five copies must be submitted with your 
application. (Copies may be typed by the applicant.) 

College 

University 

Professional 
or technical 

Special study 

Name of Institution 
Period of Study 

(Give dates) 
Degrees, Diplomas, 

Certificates 
-(Give dates) 

Significant extra-curricular activities . • -" ~· 1 · -~ . ./J. :.~~ 1 · ~ · : ~ . · · · 

•• ~--=--,-•• { ~--~-~-· -········ ·· ··· · · · ····· ···· · ··· · ······ · ··········· ··· ········ ··· ·· ···· 



Experience 

Give record chronologically. 

Institution or Organization Address Position Inclusive Dates 
Annual 
Salary 

.. .. ........ . .... . . ....... .... .. ... .. ....... ... . . ...... .. . . ....... ..... ............ .. . . .. ... ..... ... . 

Accomplishments 

1. Of what learned, scientific, or artistic societies are you a member? .. _/~ -~ -~ -'€J>Mk • • • • • • • 

......... ... ..................................... . ....................... . ......... .. ... ..... ...... ... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. What research or creative work have you done? (If in business or a profession, give evidence of standing and 
achievements.) 



Budget Estimate 

Room and board ......................... . 
Clothing . .... ........................ . . . 
Insurance ........... . .. .. ... . .......... . 

$ .. 11...f.~ .. 
. ... .. f..O .. 

Tuition ... . ................... . ........ . 
Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : : :~ : ~ ~ : : 
Miscellaneous .. ~, ~..ct:) ... I . . Q • .C> • • 
... .............. . ... . ................... $ ....... . ... . 

$ . . l.?.f .(>. . 
- () $ ....... !> ... . 

Total amount needed 

Amount applicant can provide 

Amount requested from Fund 

Clip (do not paste) 
photograph here 

If you have applied or expect to apply elsewhere for any fellowship for the same period ( which is, of course, permissible) 
state the facts regarding such application . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -................... .. ...... . 

References 

List references from whom confidential information may be obtained concerning your professional qualifications and 
from whom expert opinion may be obtained as to the value and practicability of your proposed plan of work. 

Name of Reference Position Address 

~ .~.~~ ........ ..1 . ~ . ~ ·· ·-'~~1~MVIA/IO 

~ .~ -.. ~~ ..... . ~.~ ... ~b~ ......... . '.l············· · ·· ·~ ~ . . . 

I I I I 

~~~~ •• ~ •·· ~ ·7 ·~~·· ····· · ·· · · · ···· · ······ .. •• •••••• 

p}~(~ .~ .f~ . · · 1 ·~ · ~ ···· · .. ...... ~~· · ···· ·· ·· ··· .. ·· ~~ .. . 

,u -t ~ .. ~J.,.l~ ..... ... . ... ~ .. ;., .. ... ~ ~f.i --.. . . .1.1.?.~ .. ty_ .. ~ .~ . 
P~o..6.vN-.. ,-(o-A~ 

Statement of P1an of Work 

Submit a statement giving detailed plans for your work during the tenure of your fellowship. This statement should 
include: (1 ) a full description of the project, including its character, scope, and significance; (2) the present state 
of the project (time of commencement, progress to date, etc.) and expectation as to completion; (3) the proposed uni• 
versity, institution of similar grade, or other place where work would be carried on, and the authorities with whom it 
would be done; (4) your expectaton as to publication or use of the results of your study ; (5) subsequent plans for your 
career. 

Your plan of work should be carefully prepared. Submit seven copies typed on 8½"xll" paper. Your name should be 
on each sheet. ~ 

SIGNATURE . .. 

1 
... ~ •tiJ/d.·· ·: ···· ~ ····'. .......................... . 



C O P Y 

Mrs. William c. Haygood 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Ave., 
Chicago, Ill. 

Feb. 6, 1945 

Mr. Borome has been a student of mine 

for two years now, and I have developed a very 

high regard for him, both as a person a nd a 

worker . He is competent, diligent, thoughtful, 

and all around one of the most promising people 

I know, and I shall be very happy to see you 

extend a fellowship to him. 

{Signed) Frank Tannenbaum 



... 

C!tolumbia mtnitltr!iitp 
tn t~flitp of JJtrtn ~ork 

DEPARTMENT O F HISTORY 

Dr. Charles s. Johnson 
Fiske University 
Dept. of Sociology, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Dear Dr. Johnson: 

February 20, 1945 

I have just written a letter of 
recamnendat1on for one of my students, Jos­
eph E. Borome, a copy of which I am enclosing. 

Mr. Borome is applying for a Rosen­
wald fe l lowship and I write this note to you 
to call your special attention to him, as I 
have high confidence in his abilities and prom­
ise. He 1s a serious and able person·, and 
possessed of an excellent personality. 

I still hope that when you are in 
New York I shall have a chance to see you some 
time. 

~~ 
Frank Tannenbaum 



Ua._roh 1, 1945 

Dr. :'rank Tannenbo.um 
Department of History 
Col~mbia University 
New York, N. Y. 

D~ar Dr . Tannenbaum: 

I ro£rot being tardy in repl ying to 
yo .;.r letter of Febr uary 20th about Mr. J oseph E. 
Borome, because I have been out of the city £br the 
past week. However, I am ver y gla.d t o get your 
word about Mr. '3or ome, and I believe it will have 
a great deal of influence with t he Fellowshi p Com­
mittee . I shall attempt to do my best on t he matter. 

With best wishes , 

Si ncer e ly yours , 

Charles S. John son 



L 

191+6 EN 

Joseph Al fred Borome 

Reference librarian, Coi.umbia College Library 
41- ll Twelfth Street, Long Islund l, New York 

Field: History 

Plan of Work 

To write a biography of Justin Winsor. 

Born New York City, May, 1919 . 
Single, one dependent . 

26 
4A 

Undergraduate Work College of the City of New York, A. B., 
Columbia University, B.L.S., 1943. 

Graduate Work Columbia University, M. A. , 1945 • 
.. 
\ -. . .. ... 

"" ·- •• ,,,. 
"l 1 

. -• 

Experience 
I 

Library fellot1, College of the City of New York Library, New York 
City, 1942- 43, , 750J head of circulation, Columbia College Library, 
New York City, 194.3-44, $1620; r eference librarian, Columbia College 
Library, 194~ , ~2100 • .. 

Accomplishments American Library Association. 
Columbia Graduate History Club. 
New York Libr ary Club. 

Research: 

Publications: 

Fellowships: 

, 
Research work !'or State F. E.P,c .• What the People Say, Published by 
the American Council on Race Rel ations, 1945. 
Articles, "Racial Under sta.11ding a..'>'\d the Library," Libro.ry Journal, 
October, 1943; "Bi bliography of Arthur Elmore Bost wich, 1860-1942, 11 

Bulletin of Bibliography, January- April, 1944. 
Library fellowship, College of the City of New York, 1942- 4.3, $750. 

References 

r ._ 

I • 

Allan Nevins, Columbi a University 
Mar garet Hutchins, 11 n 
Frank Tannenbaum, 11 '' 

Harry J . Carman, n 11 

Helen E. Haines , University of Southern California 

... I I 

I 

r 
, 

I • _., I -

Budget Swnmary 

Total Amount Needed $2, u00 
From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 



~ .. 





JOSEPH B0R0ME 
Statement of Plan of Work I Pt.EASE REl\J~ I 

JULIUS Ros!iwALO FUND 
Description of ptn,ject: 

Biography of Justin Winsor, poet, ~athor, bibliographer, pedagog, authority on 
cartography, historian and librarian. First part: f'1Jnily background (packet ship­
ping), youthful poet ical attempts, History of Duxbury- published when but 18 
years of age -, revolt against Harvard curriculum and study years in Paris and 
Heidelberg. Second part: courtship and marriage, chairmanship of Boston Public 
Library's Examining Committee, accidental appointJp.ent as Superintendent, reforms 
initiated, founding of the .American LibrRry Associatainn and his presidency of 9 
years, the Library Journal, the storm with municipal officials, resignation and 
an answer to Eliot's call to Cambridge. Third part: reforms at Harva.rd and their 
aid to to the elective system, conception and execution of his cooperative historie1 
of Boston and of .America, bibliographical handbooks, notable historical works from 
his own pen, the controversy aroused by his Columbus, rising fame as authority on 
cartography and frequent se»vices for the government, particularly in Venezuelan 
boundar: dispute of 1895, eff orts as pedagog which, through stubborn refusal to 
accept grade" sys tem, brought conflict with Eliot, founding of the .American 
Historical Associat&nn and his presidency, the .American Historical Review, untiring 
activities as member of histori~al and library associations at home and abroad, 
promotion of bibliographical cooperation and historical knowledge among scholars 
through correspondence and personal contact (played large part in bringing the 
original MS of Bradford's Histor! of Plp!outh Plantation to .America. 

Throughout the work family an socia life, particularly of Cambridge, will be 
interwoven with his opinions on topics of the day (slavery, Civil War, Grant 
administration scandals etc.); all these against cultural background - rise of 
international library mo vements, interlibrary cooperation, bibliography as science 
in America (Evans, Sabin), scientific history, unusual phenomenon of historian­
librarian during the last half of 19th century, flowering of public library move-
ment etc. 
Materials to be used: 

Bulk of material, including correspondence, in Boston Public Library, Harvard 
University Library and Massachusett s Historical Soc~ty Library. First has MS 
Memorial History, letters to Ticlmor, of ficial correspondence; second MS life of 
DAvid Garrick, scrapbooks of poema, lett ers to Emerson, Aldrich; third MS , 
Narrative History, letterst to Rhodes, Parkman etc. etc. 

FAmily papers in hands of granddaughter in Cambridge; papers in private hands 
(e.g. letters to Scudder and Fiske in hands of daughters); letters in libraries 
throughout c ountry (e.g. 28 letters to R. Brock in Huntington, 20 tow. Poole in 
Newberr1, 18 to J. B. Angell in University of Michigan, 15 to H.B. Adams in Johns 
Hopkins); my correspondence with living relatives and friends (e.g. F. Carney, , 
assistant in Harvard Library under Winsor). Secondary materials such as Morison a 
Develo ment of Harvard Universit 1869-1929. 
resen s a e o ro ec : 

egan co ec ng ormation about l ocation of materials inApril 1944. Rather 
intensive research since carried out in New Y0 rk City, exhausting material in New 
York Public Library, New Y0 rk Historical Society etc. Estimated time to complete 
taak = 3 years. 
Where work will be car r ied on: 

At Columbia University, under direct su~ervision of Professor Allan Nevins, 
though most research will be done in'1:ro'ston. 
E ectation as to ublication· use of results of stud: i it~ 

As there is no full length biography o W nsor ii1seem:icl~~:1ih!h!!1:e~f v:~: 
press will undertake publication. My references w spe 
project. 
Subsequent p~ans for career: 

None at present. 



J,:.;?T!'P.S OP' tl firE'1\f1lC! 

Joeeph Al!red Boro~ 

1r , J.l,l nn •,.,1na, .Prof eesor or History, Colw:!t1~ Un1vereit,-

Ae I \frot.e laet 1• r , ar • .Eoroi.;.• na11 enat.J.y 1scpree:..ec1 

v.e antl t.11 coll.&guea at ColW!bh Uninr1it7. Indeed, na haa udo 10 dia­

tinct e.n 111~n•aion of eameatneH, cayacitJ, end en•r a tb.ut •• hope t hat 

we 0 1.n eventually f ind R place for bia on our own tettching aW.t 1n t.M.1 

Uni"farcdty. 

li1e ;,ro;x,sed to~ic .. . one or GJ'O&t i1ltereo\ . Ho l>io­

ti'Tnphy ha11 enr been writ.ten of Jut.in .1naoY, • men iet..1.nb-ui•hed both • • 

h1ator1rm ona ao llbnrian. A book o-:i llr. r.insor woula be a n.l.wi.bl.• 

c,1ntribut1.on to t-Cr ol. l.'ly kno• ledge . 

Nr. ~ro~e haac al.reectT me.de .roat pros"TelSa ~1th his 

aubj ect . He haa obtldned th• ooop.nti.on ot tho tna117. Be h~• uearched 

tu anJ 1t1ds tor letter• cmd other mat.eri~• -~c! h:.3 found a creat deal. 

'there can be no qu•&tion that he will be in posa.Hion or ds.tA to r.11.;b 

~ int6reetittc nod compl ete bio,nphy-. 

lie is t:. dl1 homlioap ,ed now tor l ~ck of fund• for 

t.r ~vel 11nd u rgent secreu.rinl. ex,:>enet1a, m! to Mhlo n1o to ,trop ao• or 

th s--rnll 11rudeeri •• thnt he ha.a been carryJ.nc. 

l "l"l!l.7 NCOIINnd hia to ibo f&Ton.blc cona1derat1oo 

or t hta Juliua ~ooen,mlcl Fund. fie 1e c. ,ou:i can or re.at pro~J OJ be ia 

'-lell b.u,cbod on an 1-cporttmt eohola.r.1.y Ytorlq h• hu u.pJ.t Ft·ov d hlt 

•.:.&TO ti on to le~rn.ing ,.nC, hla • i .Lli.114.net1e to .ko 6:-.crificflS f c,r 1 t D·,l.i.e ; 

onn he needs ae1i1ta.nce b~dly. 

Ublle I h~ h d perh~ps a coien ~utro ~t udent~ u~der 

my ohnra• in poe-t.tre.due.te ttork 1n history 1n ,be l aat ti!t.een yeara, 



peo;ile, ht1 occupies a. place in the vrry f ront rc.nk. 

A year llt:!O I rrote th• t ho na s.011nhat htmdict.pped 

1n tho t:'Attf'.-r ot t.aglish :stylo, but he be.:, ude eteady progreea i n thia 

r etara and now writee wi th ees~ and el.arity. 

Mips '1tre,~r 8t liutch1QI• Aesiatttnt .,ro!'e:s,or, School ot Libr ry Sc1.enoe, 
Columbi o. Uni vere1ty 

I n r.sy co\11:'0f.lfi in b1bllo&r 4phy , .. ml ref orc.noa, Joisel)h 

Borollle sho.,,ea exce.)tioo.o.l. abill tr in bibllot;.Tn.,..hi ct!l research tmd i n the 

orgAni zation or teri .la. Be 'tti.toa; wall, and i t is~ expectation that, 

tho b1ogr nr,hy of Justin Mnior which he proposes t-o produce 'tr'il.l be a 

v...lu~ble cootriwtion to aehol&rsb1p. 

I t.m iit;,reaud nth the c -ount of naeuch he ha• 

nlr G&dy done for it~ Ml ah01'll by the ~tnte111ent "litlob you l!flnt. i:at. Sino• 

he f irflt wl-:1 M about h.13 proJect a yetir or zio o.11to, he hna mado conaiderable 

pro&retu1, proa-.u.uably 1tork1n_g in the ep&rti ir.ot.:cnte at hi• diepoeal . I hope 

th.o.t bo ~Y have uuttic1ent financial aid to •n1.1.l:.le hiJII to dev"°te !\lll t.ime 

to the proJcct until ho ce liniab it. 

Adda f rom the • orth of tha proJect.eo. biogrnphy, 1'r . torome 

him ... ul!' i e , I ~::i eurc,1 11 youn 1:1cbol11r who i s worthy of encou.re.gement . B-oth 

or rr-~1t!ul oebolu.rq ~ursuits tor bia. 



!!1"1 Fmnls f un,.;rmbawn. Pro!esaoi- of Latin Amerioan Hiato17, C.'olurnli1n Univer si t y 

'th.is appl 1cad, is one of tho b$&t students •e h1tve in 

the Department o~ History t.1nd by f ar t."le b.aeit. colored 1;tudf.nt we have had 

tt.rour.1d here 1n nany yeare. Re is, in c.ddition, a person o! treat chars 

M.t'J ai gnit7 a.nd 1:f ;., iven the Jilcbte6t eacour agement, will turn out to be 

a prot1uct1 ve t1nt1, in i\ll. probo.bUi ty, ~ <l1ot tng,..!16hed s cholar. I cert.e.i nlT 

hope you ~ill meet hie •el'1 modes~ request for help • 

.... .... ... - ..... 

tt:r 1 He.rn: J1 Cnmn, Ilc1.n, Col.u=bia Colloge, ColuJn'bin 0n1ver sity 

:txcellE".nt p«3roeno.l1ty ~,d clmracter, o f irs t-rnta 

&ttLdent . ne i tt eaolly one of the 111.bl est g,radu~te etudentfl I have bad in 

tho 'l.r.$t t wo deoedee. In £act, i t i~ my intenti-0n that aa SQon ash• 

f in18h6d bis Ph . D. requira:.nt to raaowen-l him uu Wl inat ructor in Col un:bi a 

Coll•ge. ?his poaition i s open only to 1t.e11 ot i>roven outnt ru1dint ~bilit7. 

The prc'ject which be outlines has tho cmthusia.atic 

er.dorsemont o! Prot·eeaor Allen t-;cvi.nG "11.d TA,Yself. ,hen compl.eted, this 

~~~~uscript ~ill constitute & distinct contribution t ~ the lltnnrt~ire ot 

At.erieon hio ry. 

May I add thnt Mr . Bor<>.me 1u .f.'inan0-it.lly e_ntirel y 

dependent upon hie orm earning:,. which are emoll.. He ie nl.so the sol e sup­

port. of hia mot her. Becauae of th.la t act, hie out6tano1ng 0hAr8Cter, and 

ah:1 .1..1 t7 ~d gro~t future promise, I hope thr.t the Julius P.osenwllld. 1.l'und will 

gr ant his a?pllc~tion f or a rellowenip • 

.. -- ... --



-
Lettero of fteference - Jooeph Alfred I:oros:.-

I.tiff Helen F.1 .Haines , I nstructor in boo.k selttction., Colw,;bi ... Univerei ty 
i chool of Librt.ry Sern.ceJ Uniyereity of Southern 
Cill!ornia GraJUt1.te ~chool of Libl.·Ul'")· ~ctenco 

l NCOt)l1H the O>..'COllence1 of hh pl ml of v.ork in its 

pre:umt:>.tJon of scol)f! anct :,;. t,hod l.Ud the Jefiuit,e v1 lnc of such ,. biOijt'°'• b.7 

n~, r . ii-.?Qrt...nt coni.rltution to ~nericau llhrnry enu lltorc.r y history. But 

l h d ~ot then :rufficlent e<,nf1oonce 1n hi. ability LO.A ~riter(tbough not 

aa r eiords the reoca.rcb ,ork involTe<I) to ot..rry throtJ.(:ll oo c.1t' 1 tious ond 

Since sending in tb..,.t re ort, ho11ever, I huve (;eintsd 

!IDlCh r:ore confidence in Mr. foro:ine' :J c:,.pr.bili t.icc, for 11 t•r:u-y expre1sion 

j)rojectod c:o:-k. The :rec.con for th1~ oncn,o o.f judor:cnt ! ~ that during rcy-

book eelcction to~ch.i r.r & t Colmnbir, et.u--..u:icr oc:Jcion l ttst year ( .. '\tJ.1-Aucuat, 1945) 

hiotort ,toparteient, 1'bore h,. hl.lfl t>t,en working. rho~c h&.d not only e t ~,orough 

cmd excellcnt.l.y inter;ruted :reee .?"Ch bieis but oho .. ed fioY..ib111ty e.:nd et£i. 4l-

t! VE:neso ir. cxprea81on. I tl11nk h~ unqueet1onnbly hao &: de!'ini te gift nnd 

ontnuai•am for research; und I nog believe thot ho will be ttble also to 

ould his i:atorial into enti•fnctory r.nd '\ntorestine; litera.ry form. You 

probably k ow thr t he t'fnS ohooM l aot m::mr.:t1r bj,- th$ Ar:or icnn Library 

.:.~:;oci•. tion ' .. edi torit.l ccc:r::ti ttee to proparc a =hort bicernpbicAJ. volume 

The chaimn.n of the conr.ii ttee 'fl'i\tJ Mris. E1d.ly f¾illcr £:nnton, t111J ln oou 

oorreepondence '"1th hor ebout thie 1 f oUJ\d hor entirely ~tistiod dth 



-

~ opinion concel"llinb J'oseph horou.e• a quali1'1cat1ons 

for eArryin.; t.hroush successfully tbe pan ot work here out.lined is baaed 

ent1re11 on bis \•Ork .1e a. &'t.udent in tho b?ok aelection oour:>e that I 

conducted for Col\l.Qoio. Uuivoru1ty Cehool of Libr-n-y Sttrvice ... t the au1t.ter 

high r-..1.tin6 d incicatea excellent. Y.'Ork; in :sonn. indivicual. problemu he 

r ccoivod three B plue &l•ades, t hreo A- grnoeo, hnO one A. Thia ill an excel ­

l ent record t.l\ro-•i hout; nnd :10 t 002.y Jn hie 111ork t.ut 1n responae end 

porsona.Li ty he we.& one of the f iriat,..runk student s in tho cou.roe. Ur . lloro-cae•1 

Aic at th~t time was to Cnl'r'y on reference work 1n a college libr ~ry, 

to ~e th t be was pai-+"1cul.nrly fitt.ed, and I h~d hopeJ th~t thie would prove 

to be hiu proressionnl field. I f ound bica promi sing unci. plel'lnine a aensitin 

to bet,ut.y, thou.:htful and t"eoponeive in his work, with a gen111.ae entbuai:1s11 

for books .o.nd n good rell..dine. bnckgrouna. which he woo diligently enl arging -

\.. 
r.ll c. u~l1t1co t or w cceasful llbrL\rianchip. But I did not, then, anc:1 do:i1t 

yot , feel th •i t he t oseeuaea ti15tl_activo ab1l.1tJ na u writer; end by that I 

meun facility in lit~ro.ry e:xpreosiO!l, the power to produce a cl~ and in­

t ere11tin euw:.,.r y from confused o.nd variant mat oriti.l, .. no aome mastery ot 

•ord uae. Such abil1t7 is es1ential in ..ny cocpetent ~r1ting of biography. 



• 

Lot t or c of ?.oference - Joaepb l,lfr~d Eorome -6-

Hi a pan of work propooe:t an impor tnnt, ·Mnbitioue, end vecy d.1ft:1cult 

undertnldne which ,roul d detiW.nd. not onl y sound scbolar ehi p but ~~ high degre• 

or J.1 tor aey nbill t.y . Justi.n ~i n.sor i e n mzm;,- s i ded not ""blo f i t,"'llre i n 

~ erican l1bnrlanshi p 8.nd h1st or1oe,r n~y, :md ci..n e.tlequate biograph.:, ot 

hi m ~oul d be n vul uubl e aontri buti on to our liter atur e. To 1-uil d euch n 

bioi;raphy f rot1 the i mQenoe mae.a of mC1terial concorni ng hin - a biogr aphy, 

&.'\-'t hori t •i t i ve, vi t ul1 zed• tmd illteres t i ne, tm<l ke?t l:i t hi n n publi she.'ble 

loogt h - woul d tax both t he sohol nr shi p l!'QU the liternry $ki ll of GD 

axpor i e.nced r..nd able wri ter . That i t ¢Oul d be carri ed through by a novice 

in the art of t1ri t i ng soen,e to me doubtful. l~r . Bor-01\ie • u summa.r, of Justin 

i'iinsor ' a life 1n hio pl on of work is excellent, 'but i t indicatee the fl8.f;-

n1 tu.c..e of the f i el d he woul d have to cover and t.be i tuaenee amount of 

mat er i el to be d:1.geot et!. , proportionetl, en.ct integrated int o a biosr nphy. l 

.... dtni t 1 feel uncet"Win o! his ability to do this 1::nd on thi s point JIIU8t SU► 

pend judsmen t. It thoi.e who llnve ~en i n cloLise personul. touch ( a.o I have 

not been) wi th his work as a r oseo:r ch student i n thi ~ gene1·c..l f ield bavc a 

d~ffer6llt opinion, I ehill be vel"y gl ~d. 
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JOSEPH BOROME 
Statement of Plan of Work I PL~SE RETURN 

TO . 
JULIUS R05'N'flALQ FUND • 

Description of proj ect: 
Biography of Justin Winsor, poe t, author, bibliographer, pedagog, authority on 

cartography, historian and librarian. Firs t part: family background (packet ship­
ping}, youthful poetical attempts, History -of Duxbur~ - published when but 18 
year s of age-, revolt against Harvard curriculum an study years in Paris and 
Heidelberg. SecQnd part: courtship and marriage, chairmanship of Boston Public 
Library's Exami ning Committ ee, acci dental appointment as Superintendent, reforms 
initiated, founding of the .Ametican Library Association and his presidency of 9 
years, the Library Journal, the storm with municipal officials, resignation and 
an aaswer to Eliot' s call to Cambridge . Third part: feforms at Harvard and t~6r 
aid to the elective system, concept ion and execution of his cooperative his tories 
o# Boston and of America, bibliographi cal handb ooks, not able his torical works from 
his ~wn pen, the controversy aroused by his Columbus, rising fame a s authority on 
car<ogr aphy and frequent s e r vices f or the government, particularly in Venezuelan 
boundary dispute of 1895, efforts as peda gog which, through stubborn refus al to 
accept " grade" sys tem, brought confli ct with Eliot, founding of the .American 
His t orical Association and his pres idency, the Amer ican Hi storical Review, untiring 
activittes as member of h i stor ical and library a ssociations at home and abroad, 
promot ion of bibl iographical cooperation and his torical knowledge_ amon g scholnrs 
through correspondence and personal c ontact (played large part in bringirg the 
original MS of Bradford's History of Pl~outh Plantation t~ Amer ica. 

Throughout the work f amily and socia life, p articularly of Cambridge, will be 
interwoven with h i s opini ons on topics of the day (slavery, Civil War, Brant 
administrat i on scandals etc.); all these agains t cultural background - rise of 
internati onal library movements , interlibrary cooperation, bibliography as science 
in America (Evans, Sabin ) , scientific history, unusual phenomenon of historian­
librarian during the last half of 19th century, flower ing of public library move-
ment etc. 
Materials to be used: 

Bulk of material, i ncluding correspondence, in Boston Public Library, Harvard 
University Library and Mas sachusett s Historical Society Library. First has MS 
Memorial Hi8tory, lett ers to Ticknor, off icial correspondence; second MS life of 
David Garrick, scrapb ooks of poems , lett er s to Emerson, Aldrich; third M8 Narr ative 
His tory, let ters t o Rhodes, Parkman etc. etc. 

Family papers in hands of granddaughter in Cambridge; papers in private ~ands, 
(e.g. letters to Scudder and .Fiske in handsof daughters) ; lett ers in libraries t 
throughout c ountry (e.g. 28 letters to R. Brock in HUntington, 20 to w. Poole in 
Newberry, 18 to J.B • .Angell in University of Michigan, 15 to H. B. Adams in Johns 
Hopkins} ; my correspondence with living rels.tives and f riends (e.g. F. C&,rney, .., 
assistant in Harvard Librar y under Winsor}. Secondary materials such as Morison's 
Development of Harvar d UniveBsity, 1869-1929. ~ 
Present state of project: 

Began collecti ng i nf ormation about l ocation of materials in April 1944. Rather 
tntensive research since aarried out in New Y0 rk City, exhausting material in New 
York Publ i c Library, New York Historical Society etc. Estimated time to complete 
task = 3 years. 
Where work will be carried on: 

At Columbia University, under direct supervision of Professor Allan Nevins, 
though most rese#ch will be done in Boston. 
E ectatiai as t o ubl ication• use of results of stud: 

As there is no fu 1 length biography of Winsor it seem likely that a univer$1.ty 
press will undertake publication. My references will speak for the value of the 

proj ect. 
Subsequent plans for career: 

Noe at present. 
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LErTERS OF REFEREi.'ifCE 

Joseph Alfred Borome 

Mr . Allan Nevins, Professor of Histor y , Columbi a University 

As I wrote last year, Mr. Borome has greatly i mpressed 

me and my colleagues at Columbia University. Indeed , he has made so di s­

tinct an i mpression of earnestness , capacity, and energy t hat we hope that 

we can eventually find a place for hi m on our ovm teaching s t aff in t his 

University. 

His proposed topic i s one of great interest . No bio­

gr aphy has ever been wri tten of Justin Winsow, a man distingui shed both as 

historian and as libr arian . A book on rfir. Winsor would be a valuable 

contribution t o scholarly knowledge. 

Mr . Borome has already made great progress v;ith his 

subject. He has obtained the cooper ation of the f amily. He has searched 

far and wide for letter s and other .mat er i a ls and has found a great deal. 

There can be no question that he will be in possession of dat a to make 

an i nteresting and complete biography. 

He i s badly handicapped now for l ack of funds for 

travel and urgent secretari al expenses, and t o enable him to drop some of 

t he samll drudgeries that he has been carrying. 

I war mly recommend him to the f avor able consider ation 

of t he Julius Rosenwald Fund . He is a young man of grea.t promise; he is 

::ell l aunched on an i mportant scholarly work; he has amply proved his 

devotion to learning and his willingness to me.ke sacrifices f or its sake ; 

and he needs assi st ance badly. 

While I have had perhaps a dozen NeV:o students under 

my charge in pos t gr aduate work in history in t he l ast f i fteen year s , 



Letters of Refer ence - Joseph Alfr ed Borome - 2-

Mr . Borome is much the ablest of the group. In my present seminar , Y1hich 

contai ns sixteen young men and women and numbers some brilliant young 

people, he occupies a pl ace in the very front r ank. 

A year ago I wrote that he was somewhat handicapped 

i n the matter of English style, but he has made steady progress in this 

regar d and now writes with ease and clarity. , 

Miss Margaret Hutchins, Assistant professor , School of Library Science, 
Columbia University 

In my courses in bi bliogr aphy and r eference, Joseph 

Borome showed exceptional ability in bibliogr aphical research and in the 

organization of materials. He writes well, and it is uzy- expectation that 

the biography of Justin Winsor which he proposes to produ·ce will be a 

val uable contribution to scholarship. 

I am impressed with the amount of r esearch he has 

already done for it , a s shown by the st atement which you sent me . Sin~e 

he f irst told roe about his project a year or so ago, he has made considerable 

progress , presumably wor king in the spa.re moments at his disposal. I hope 

that he may have sufficient financial aid to enable him to devote full time 

to t he project until he can finish it. 

Aside from the worth of the proj ected biogr aphy , Mr . Borome 

hi mself is, I am sure, a young schol ar who i s worthy of encouragement. Both 

hi s ment al and personal qualities promise vJell , and I forecast a lifetime 

of frui t ful scholarly pursuits for him. 
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Mr. ~s..1k Tannenbaum, Professor of Latin American History, Columbi a University 

This applicant is one of the best students we have in 

the Department of History and by far the best colored student we have had 

around here in many years . He is, i n addition, a person of great cha.rm 

and dignity and if given the slightest encouragement, will turn out to be 

a productive and, in all probability, a distinguished scholar. I certainly 

hope you will meet hi s very modest request for help. 

Mr. Harry J. Carman, Dean, Columbia College , Columbia University 

Excellent personality a.~d character, a first-rate 

student. He is easily one of the ablest graduate students I have had in 

t he last t wo decades . I n f act, it is my intention that as soon as he 

finished his Ph. D. requirement to recommend him as an instructor in Columbia 

College . This position is open only to men of proven outstanding abil ity. 

The pr oject which he outlines has the enthusiastic 

endorsement of Professor Allan Nevins and myself. \Then completed, this 

manuscript will constitute a distinct contribution to the literature of 

American history. 

May I add that Mr. Bor ome is financially entirely 

dependent upon his own earnings which are small. He is also the sole sup­

port of his mother. Because of this fact, his outstanding character, and 

ability and great future promise, I hope that the Julius Rosenwald Fund will 

gr ant his application for a fellowship . 



.. .. -
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Miss Helen E. Haines , Instructor i n book selection, Columbia University 
School of Library Service; Uni ver sity of Southern 
California Gr aduate School of Library Sci ence 

1946 I recognize the excellence of his plan of wor k in its 

presentation of scope and met hod and the defini te va lue of such a biography 

as an i mportant contribut ion to American library and literary history. But 

I had not t hen sufficient confidence in his ability M .§a writer (though not 

as r egards the research work involved) to carry through so ambitious and 

exacting an under t aking and I fel t obliged on this point to suspend judgment. 

Since sending in that report, however, I have gained 

much more confidence in Mr. Borome ' s capabilities for literary expression 

and I would now sincerely approve the grant ing of a fellowship for this 

projected work. The reason for this change of judgment is that during nw 

book sel ection teaching at Columbia summer session l ast year (July-August, 1945) 

I examined t wo full-length essays that he had prepared for the Columbia 

history depart ment, where he has been working. These had not only a t horough 

and excellently i nt egr ated resear ch basis but showed f l exibility and effec­

tiveness in expression . I t hink he unquesti onably has a definite gift a.~d 

ent husiasm f or resear ch; and I now believe that he will be able also to 

mould hi s material into satisfactory and interesting literary for m. You 

probably k1ow that he nas chosen l ast sum.mer by the American Li brary 

Association ' s editor ial committee to prepaxe a short biogr aphi cal vol ume 

on Charles Coffin Jewett for the Association' s "Librar y Pioneer s " series . 

The chairman of the committee ~as Mrs . Emily Miller Danton, and in some 

correspondence with her about this I f ound her entirel y sati sfied with • 
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Mr . Borome' s capabilities and pl eased with his sel ection. I don ' t know 

whet her t hat minor pi ece of work is now under way, but it would have a 

useful background relationshi p to hi s biography of Winsor and should be a 

promising f irs t step into a f i eld where he may well prove to possess 

capacities for fine achievement. 

1945 My opinion concerning Joseph Borome's qualifications 

f or carrying through successfully the plan of work here outlined is based 

entirel y on his work as a student in the book selection course that I 

conducted for Columbi a University School of Library Service at the summer 

session of 1942. His final grade in that course was A- which is a definitely 

hi gh r ating and indicates excellent wor k; in seven i ndividual problems he 

r eceived three B plus grades, t hr ee A- grades , and one A. Thi s is an excel­

l ent record throughout; and not only in hi s work but in response and 

per sonality he was one of the f irst-rank students in the course. Mr. Borome 1 s 

aim at that time was to carry on reference work in a college library, 

specializing, if possi ble, in music reference service. For this it seemed 

to me that he was particularly fitted , and I had hoped that this would prove 

to be his professional field. r · found him promisi ng and pleasing: sensitive 

to beauty, thoughtful and r esponsive in his work, with a genuine enthusia sm 

for books and a good reading backgr ound which he was diligently enlar ging -

all qualities f or successful librarianship. But I did not then, and don't 

yet , feel that he possesses distinctive ability as a :writer; and by that I 

mean f acility in literary expr ession , the power to produce a clear and in­

t eresting su.,mary from confused and variant materia~ and some mastery of 

word use . Such ability is essential in any competent writing of biography. 
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Hi~ plan of work proposes sn i mportant, ambitious , and very difficult 

undertaking which woul d demand not only sound scholar ship but a high degree 

of literary ability. Justin Winsor is a many-sided notable figure i n 

American librarianshi p and historiography, and an adequate biography of 

him woul d be a valuabl e contribution to our literature . To buil d such a 

biogr aphy f rom the i mmense mass of mat erial concerning him - a biogr aphy, 

authoritative, vitalized, and int eresting, and kept wi thin a publishable 

lengt h - woul d tax both the schol ar shi p and the literar y skill of an 

experienced and abl e writer. That i t could be carri ed through by a novice 

in the art of writing seems to me doubt ful . Mr. Borome ' s summary of Justin 

Winsor1 s lif e i n hi s pl an of work is excellent, but it indicates the mag­

nitude of the f i eld he would have to cover and the i m.mense amount of 

material to be di gested, proportioned, and integr ated into a biogr aphy. I 

admit I feel uncertain of his ability to do this and on this point must sus­

pend judgment. If those who have been in close personal touch (as I have 

not been) with his work as a r esearch student i n this gener al field have a 

different opinion, I shall be very gl ad. 



r ~ "' 4(J. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. Joseph A. Borome 

Miss Margaret Hutchins 
Columbia yniversity 
N!3w York City 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

'2J~ ?;_--fl~9 ~ 
' Mrs. William C. Haygood 

Acting Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 
In T"V nonrses jn Pihliop-r<>rhy ,nr1 -q_,{'"'l'""'tif'lP ,Tos<>rh 'ForoMP ~ho•vPo 

ex0entjonnl. "hi]i+y in hih1ioP-rPnhic9l resRnrch Rnri in thP or~nnjzntion of 
rn-.i.:Pd.~ ls . HP •rrH~s wPll Rnri it is rry exnec ... ntion th~t thP 1'io~nrhy of 
Jw1+in insor whi ci-, he ,-,ronoses t.o rrodocP 'i 11 he "' vr lurhle contribution 
to schol.,.rshir, . 

In~ innressed ?ith the nmount of resenrch he hPs alrendy done for it 
us s ho--m h~, the s t'ltPMen+ ,•rhich you sent 1'le . :-iince he first t-old T11e ,:ihont 
his nro,iect r> yerr or so ""O he h?..:o !'ledA consider<1hle r,roprec;s , nrPSUMahly 
worl.::in,,. ;,., thP c;r,nrP rnon1ents nt l-\js djsnosril . I hone thflt hP 1!'lf1Y hl'.Ve 
snfficfF>nt fjn"ncifll <1id to PnnhlP MT" +o ctPvotf• f11l1 time to the rro ,ic>ct 
un+il he cnn finish it • 

.A.sidP f'rol"'1 the worth of the nrojected bi.oe:rP)"'hy l r . Rorome , himself, 
is , I <1.rn sure , 0 ?OllTI": schol9.r "·bo is worthy of encour"feMent . Roth his mental 
and nerson~ 1 qualities r,roynise well ~ end I f'oreci:>st a ] i fetime of f nuitful 
scbolnrly rursuits for hi~ . 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it dlff icult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

YES 

Signed ....... . 

Position or T itle ........ A~.1:.t~!-n.1:1.:t ... '.X.9.f.~.~.~.<?.!". ....................... ...................................................................... . 

Address. School _ of' __ 1 ir-rA.rY_.sE>rvice , .. Col11mhia _ _Pniversity, .. Nev,_.Yorl(-_.27 , .. F . Y •.......... ......... ..... 

Janurry 26, 1946 
........................................ ____ .................................................................... Date ................................... ___ . __ ........ . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. Joseph A. Borome 

Mr. Frank Tannenbaum 
Columbia Universiy 
New York City 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

¼ .. <e ~ 21. -)/ /4-c.tc;,.rr{ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

REPORT This applicant is one of the best students we have in the 
Department of History and by far the best colored student we 
have had around here in many years . He is, in addition, a 
person of great charm and dignity and if given the slightest 
encouragement will turn out to be a productive , and, in all 
p r obability, a distinguished scholar. I certainly hope you 
will meet his very modest request for help . 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to u~ilize his abiliti~s? 

Signed ........ Fr a nk .. Tannenbaum ... ··-····-···.·-····-··.·······-······-········ ............ _·--··---------····---·-·----··-------·---------···· 

Position or Title ..... f .r.Qf~.~.~Q.:r._ .. 9-.f. ... 1~J1-11 .. A.m~.:r.t~JHl_.ffJ ~.t_9-ry_. __ ········--······--·--··························· 

Address_._ ... G.Q.iw.nJ?J.~ ... V.niv..e.~.~.1.t,y:,,._.Ne.Yt.YQr.k .. 21.-, ... N .• Y ................................. -----·····--··----·-·-----·· 

.. _. __ ___ ... _ ........ __ ................... :· .................................................................... D ate._. ___ .J.an • . __ 2 5.,. __ l94.6 ........... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15', Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 

- • t 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 -

_ Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr ._Joseph A. Borome 
t 

Mr. Allan Nevins 
Columbia University 
h e w York City 

. a·. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
tale~t to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence, 

REPORT 

~ ◄• ~(} ;_ ~ //½ 9' -;:,,_; 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 
A cting Director for Fellowships 

.AJ3 I wrote last year , i.:r. Borome has grmi l y imp:eessed 100 o.nd my 
collee.gues at Col umbi a Univer sity. Indeed, he las IJade so disilinc-~ a n i mpr ess­
ion of eamo s; neas, capacity, and ener gy t m. t \7e hope tmt ·we can eventually f ind 
a plac e for him on our om1 -~eachi ng st a.f f i n t hi s Univers i ty. 

His p roposed t opic is one of grEa t interest. No biography has eirer 
been -rJri tten of J ustin 1.ii nsor, a rm.n disl;inguished bot h a.s hi st or i an and as 
librarian . A book on l.a- . ·.ansor uould be a valuabl e con:l;ribtttion to scho:!Arly 
knowl edge . 

1.r . Bor ome has alrw.dy m cie great pro gress uit h his subject. He has 
ob~a.inod t h e oo o-oerat ion of t h e fa mily. He has s oorche d far and \'fi de f or l et t er s 
and othe r nater ~ l s , and ha s f ourrl a great de~l . There can be no question t hat 
he \"t.i.11 be i n pos se s sion of date. t o tmke an int Gresting and compl ete biography. 

Hi i s lndl y m ndicapped nau for lac k of funds £ or travel and urgent 
secr e-tar:ial expenses, and to enable him to drop soim of t he sunll drudgeries 
t hat he has be en carrying. OVER 

r. 



---- y=ra: 

I uarmly recommqi d him to the :favorable consideration or ~neg«"& ·of 
the Julius Rosem.ald Ji\u1<l. He is a young rmn of gr1:at promise; he i e well 
launohed on an iniportant scholarly ,1orlq he m.s emply proved his devotion to 
lee.rningl, and his m.llingnes s to make sacrilic es for it::; sake<f' and he needs 
a ssis-tano e baily. 

\lhi le I have had p erm.pa a dozen llegro studE11ts w1der 7IJY olnrge in 
postgradt.8te trorlt i n histozy i n the last fif'teen years, Ur. Bor oma is much 
the ablest of the grpup. In nv presmt a emi.na.r , which contains sixteet1 young 
me11 and \'laJle~and numbers soma brilliant young people, he occupies a plo.ce 
in t h e very front r ank. 

A year ago I wrote that he vas scmm-,hat lundicapi:ed in t h e natter of 
Engli sh styl e. fut he l'E.a Il!\de stw.dy progi,~ss i n t his reg1. r , and now riritee 
m.th oo.se and clarity. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunit;y to utilize ;his abilities? 

• • f"! 'f .... 

Quite r r e <:1 
• 

Signe~ ••• : ~· -········i~~j~ .. • ......................... . ... : .... : .. -~·-···· 
• Professor of Hist orj 

Position or Title •• : •••••••••••••••••...................................................................................• •.................................. 
Col umb:ia UniveI'Si ty : • 

A ddress ••••• ··:··.:··············· ·········:··················~······ ··············-····················· ····~··········! .... : .. • .. , ......... • ... • .•. _ ···· ········ 

.. . . •··············--··· •····················································· _. ... Date ... ..:r~-¥-.J.6.,.19.46. ............. . 

Ple_ase return to the Division· for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15', Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is en<i:losed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. J oseph A. Borome 

Mr . Harry ..i . Cannan 
Columbia University 
New York City 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

W e shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

2/~ 0.~~ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

Excellent personality and character, a first r ate student. ~ he is 
easily one of the ablest gradua te students I have had in the l ast two 
decades . In fact,.it is my intention that as soon as he finishes his 
Ph.D. requirement to r ecommend him as an instructor in Columbia College. 
This position is open only to men of proven outstanding ability. 

The project which he outlines h~ the enthusiastic endorsement of ~~sor 
Allen Nevins and myself . When completed) this manuscript will constitute a 
distinct contribution to the literature of American history. 

May I add t hat .Mr. Borome is financially entirely dependent upon his own 
earnings which are small. He also is the sole support of his mother. Becaus e 
of this f act, his outstanding character, and ability and great future promise 
I hope that the Julius Rosenwald Fund will grant his application for a fellowship . 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Mr. Joseph Alfred Borome 
I 

Mi ss Helen E. Haines 
1175 North Mentor Avenue 
Pasadena Cali fornia 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. Since it is impossible to con­
sider the applicant's qualifications until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply v.:ill be held in strict confidence. 

a_., 

cl ... ,r J ~~ 
Mrs. William C. Haygood 

Acting Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 
My opini on conce r ning J o seph Borome ' s qualif ica t i ons f or carrying 

~hr ough succe s af ully t he ;Pl an of ,Work he r e putl i ned 1.4s ba sed en tire l y on 
hi s work as~ s tudent in t he Book Sel ec t ion cour se that I conduct ed fo r 
Columb i a Univers i t y School of Library Ser v ice , . a t t he Summer Session 
of 1942. Hi s f i na l gr ade i n that course wa s A- which is a de fini tel y 
h i gh r ating and indi cates exce lle nt work ; in seven i ndividual p r obl ems he 
r eceived three B~+grades , thr ee A- gr ades , and one -A. Thi s is an excellent 
r ecor d t hroughout ; and not only i n h i s work but in r esponse and per sona l­
ity he was one of the f i r s t - r ank students i n t he courze . Mr. Borome ' s 
aim a t that t ime wa s t o ca r ry on r e f erence work i n a college library , speciW=­
i z i ng , if possi ble , in mus ic r e f eTence ser vi ce . For t h i s it seemed t o me 

t hat he was par t i cul arly fi tted , and I had hoped t hat t h i s woul d pr ove t o 
be hi s professi onal f i e l d . I found h i m pr omising and pl ea s i ng : sensitive 
t 0 beaut y , t hought f u l and r e-spon s i ve in h i s work, wi th a genu i ne en t hus i asm 
!'or books and a good r ead i ng backgr ound whi ch he was dili gent l y enl a r g1n~-­
a l l quali t i es for s uccessfu l l ibr arianshi p . But I d i d not the ~ , and don t 
ye t , f eel t hat he po ssesses dis tinct i ve ability a s a "l.rltg; and by t hat I 
mean fac i l i t y in liter ary expr e ssi on, t he power t o pr oduce a cleatlff if 



interesting summary fr~m confused and variant mat erial , and some mastery 
of word use . Such ability is essenti a l i n any compe tent wr iting of 
biography . Hi s,llan of ,;Aork proposes an i mpor t ant , ambitious and 
very difficult undert aking which would demand not only sound scholarship 
but a h i gh degr ee of litera ry abil ity . J us tin Winsor is a map.ysided 
notabl e f i gure in American librar i anshi p and hi s toriography , and an 
adequate b i ography of hi m woul d b e a valuable contnibution t o our lit ­
er a ture . Tp build such a biogr aphy from the i mmense mas s of material 
concerning hi m - a b i ogr aphy, 'authori t a ti ve , vi t a.lized and i nt ere sting, 
and kept wi thi n publishable length-- would tax bo t h the s cholarshi p and the 
lite r a ry skill ~fan experienced and able writer . That it could be 
carried t hrough by a novice in the art of writing seems t o me do ubtful . 
Mr . Bor ome ' s summar y· of Jus tin Wi nsor ' s l ife, in his ,,fl an of !ork, is 
excellent, but it i ndi cates the magnitude of the field he would have 
to cover and the immense amount of mat e rial t o be digested , p roportioned, 
and i ntegrated int o a Bi ography . I admit I feel uncertain of his 
abilit y t o do t h i s , and on t h i s po int must suspend judgment. If t hose 
who have been i n c lose personal touch (as I have not be en) with his 
work as a r e search $tuden t in t his general f i e ld have a di ffe r ent opin­
i on , I sha l l be ve r y glad . 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and hold a 
position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

- Yee·, entire1.y -so . • He- seems t o me personalhle and engagi ng, 
with a gentle and fr i endly spirit and a magne tic spark of inter est 
in books and his work . · 

. . ft. ~- , i, 1 I • 
S1gned ........... : ... ~ ......... .. : .... f::t.~ ....... . ... ..... .... . 

•• ···································••.•···························· ··· 
Position or Title Instructor, ,Columbia Univ . School of Library Service , Summer 

·············s~·l!~l"ot:rr······-vrsTt!·ng··-pr,·c5r-e-l:!·s0 r-···(5-r··1·1:b't'ttr'y···st!1:en·ce·;···un1ver-
Address si ty of So • Cal ifornia Graduate Schoo.l of Library Science Lo s Angel1:, i:; 

• ••• • ••• • ·A-ctdr-e-a·s ··1·,n ····· 11Ts··w~···1mrt1 wr ··A'tf e· ~· ·; ·· 'PB:sa:di:ma·; • ··c a::t1t'orn1·s ··"{-zone·· 6 ) 

•••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• •••••• ••••••••••··•······ •• .•.••.•......... ........... Date.f.~J;:n:::.\J.~r.Y. ... :J.;?., ... ;t.24.5. ..... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is en~losed. 



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 
' 

Mr. Joseph A. borome 

Miss Helen t. liai ses 
I nstructor in Library Service 
1175 North Mentor Avenue 
Pasadena, California 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

W e shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

?/~ o. j cL<-f(j~ 

Mrs. William C. Haygood 
Acting Director for Fellowships 

REPORT ~ .1 a,.,,..the....se qp nd Confidential Repoi:-t - form _ sent to me con­
Q&rn ing J-0seph B or ome •~s applica t ion f .or a Rosenwal9- fellowship , t o carry 
!,_hr ~ugh his px-oje c t ed bio~aohy of JusM.-n ·\'~inao-r·. - -The first r eport was 
pra-rnptoly- f,4.~ll-ed-out aoo· r e turned. to you --I think in. February (possibly 
Ma:r.Gh)-of --1945 i like- t h preaen.t " one , it bore no date) ; and -y01;1p aeknow- . 
!edgment (also undated ) was duly recei.v.e.d . :E-.wo-ul4- ,re-fer- you-to that 

e or -.1'-0X,...JlLY- .bACkgn.o.und. -1.n.f,ox,ma.,.t lon conc_er..za.ingc M-r -; ~B-0r eme '..s Jiorlf. j.n 
my_ Columbia- Summer- .Se . .ssJ..on~ b,ooj{...,s§.,J..ec tion course- of 1942-, --and~f-Gr- -m~-..ap­
pr .eciatio.n .. oLhi.s~ pe11s0:r:iaH.~, -a.g,. weJ.l as oL bi.a ~ nthu1e.,ia,_sm and domina ting 
tA--t.er.~.,.s-t in- his -"ctio"s-en -prof:e&s,io nal- f i .eJ.d . It included a full s tatement 
of my opini o n concerning h .:. s P l an of •,;ork anc'.h l s qualifica tions for 
carr ying it .through . My juue;ment a t that t~ e cognizej t he excellence 
of h i s Plan, in i ~s pr esenta tion of scope and m • hod , a nd the def i nite 
value or s uch a b i ography as an i mporta nt contribution to American library 
and li terar y hi s tory . But I had not then suffic i ent conf i dence in his­
ability as a writer (though not as r egar ds the re s e¥ach work involved) 
t o carry thr ough so ambiti ous and exacting an under aking , and I fe lt 
obli ged o n thi s po i nt t o suspend juagment . 

OVER 



S1nce sendi ng i n that r Jport however , I have gai ned much more 
confidence in Mr . Borome ' s capabili~ es for l iterary expression , and 
I would now sincerely approve the granti ng of a fellowship for thi s projected 
work . The reason fo r this change of judgment is that during my book selecti cn 
t eac hing at Columbia Summer Session last year (Jul y-August , 1945) 
I examined two full-lengt h essays that ne had prepared for t he Col umbia 
Histor y Depart ment, where he has been worlting . The se had not only a 
t horough and excell ently i ntegrated r e search basis , but showed flexi b ility 
and effectiv.enass •· in expression. I think he unque s tionabl y has a defin­
ite gift and enthus i asm for r esearch; and I now bel i eve t hat he will be 
able also to mould h i s mat e rial into satisfactor y and intereot ing 
literary for m. You probably know that he was cho sen last summer by 
the American Library Associa tion' s editoria l committee to prepare a short 
biograp hical volume on Charles Coff i n J ewett for t he Assoc i a tion ' s 
"Library Pi oneers" s eries . The cha irman 01' t he commi ttee was Mrs . 
Emily Mill -;r Danton, and i n some corre t pondence with her about t h i s I 
f ound he r entirely s a tisfied with Mr . Borome ' s capabil itjes and pleased 
with his se l ection , I don ' t know whether t hat mi nor p i ece ot work 
i s now under way , ·but it would have a useful backgr ound r ela t ~onship 
to h i s oiogr aphy of Winsor, and shoul d be a pr omi s i ng firs t step int o 
a f ield where he may well prove to possess capac i -t ies for fine achi evement 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold_ a position givi!lg him opportunity to utiliz_e h is abilitie~? ~.'"'·'~·-<-'Ir~... Vl,+,. ~ ·-~ 

Please return to the Divi~ion for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



FEL J\J~SH lP 

April 15, 1946 

D~~r Mr . Borome: I had hoped to be able to see you when 
I was in New 1ork l ast week but I i:;ot 

enmeshed in a number of enga6ements and faile~ to do so. 

The Fello~ship Committee has bad its 
preliminary meeting, a t which time I was asked to write you 
for some further information about your a;iplication.. While 
we do give grants for periods a.s short c.S six months, the 
Committee greatly prefers to w~ke grants for more intansive 
periods of o.t l e&st an ... cademic year. Your b-.idget estimate 
i s..;. little aoove the average gr ant ed fc:!' a uine- rr.onth period, 
an<l I um wonde:rin~ if you '='o..ild cc1.re to a:ilend your application 
to i nclude u longer period of work . 

'l'hil:i is meral y a letter of inquiry, and 
if you do aot car e to make any chc:n6es, pl e<lse don ' t hasita te 
to say so . In any event I «ould appreci,.te hearing from you 
soon , ~:;.nee the Collll!1i t te: ILeets the l ast few .i .. ys of t his 
month f or its final decisions, and I would like to be able 
t o report back t o t hem. 

Sincerel.y, 

WCH: EN 
llUWAM C. HAYGOOD 

Mr. hoseph Alfred~ ro~ 
41.- l t T,· elfth St~~ -
Long Island 1 , New York 
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AIRMAIL 

May 3, 1946 

Dear Mr. Borome: I\ i s a pleasure to i nform you 
tha t you have been s e l ec t ed by t he 

Commi ttae on Fello'.-=:stips of t1,e J ulius Rosenwe.l c Fund t o 
recei ve a grant of One thousand eieht hundred doll~r s 
{-$-.l. ,~£(2J-_t~·s:-nlne~cmth· perfod"to write· a""'biogre.ph y of 
Justi n Wi nsor . • • • • • ·• ·- • • • • -~ •• 

I want to point out the fact tha t 
the f1.nds included i n this award are not subj ect to Feder nl 
I ncome T.1x . 

Will yo1J please l a t us know at once 
\,hcther or not you C£t n accept. the fellowship? An announce­
ment of ~he Commi ttee ' s selections will soon be made , and 
it can i nclude o!.11.y thof}e from , ·horn accept ,·nces have been 
r ecei ved . 

WCH:RFL 

Mr . Joseph Al f red), Borome 
~:Ji"!'.) 

41-11 ~~elfth Str ee~ • 
Long I ol a nd l, New York 

Sincerely yours, 

~~'4 ~ HAVGOOO 

Director f or Fellowships 



Ds:..r Mr. Dorome : I have seen the recern:, corr espondence 
·:!hicn ,you buve hJ.u ~·,:. th t. r . nuygood 

in comiection with the ftillo ,.aaip grant al\arded t o you a 
snort tine a 0 0 . I t i ~ cu~tom~ry ior us t o make payment 
in JJor.thly installment.; spr.:ia.d over the period for l'i'hich 
the &w.,.rd was :1taC.e , but , l f ~rou .Jref€r "1no:;1e_ )lan, £eel 
4ui t·3 free to s:i5 <>i::s t :it, . 

When you are re,,.Jy to be"'ln work under 
.)';)Ur _;run..,, ple:.i.:;e r1r11:,•~ we , givint, tha payi.1ent i)la.n best 
suited to your needs and the c.uld1·es., to which your check;; 
shoul d be :i:::.iled. Any ch..:.age of a.dd.cess during the tenure 
of your follo,,shi p i:.hould Le r ai)orted i !!llllediately so th1::t 
you will receive your payments without delay. 

Very t ruly yours , 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 

DAE:LC!A 

&r. , Jo "'e ph ~ orome , • · .,,.,.., 
41-11 r wel- 1,h 'St ree t 
Lon& I sland Ci ty 1 , Hew York 
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Dear Mr. Borome: 

May 17, 1946 

Your letter of •,~a.y 15 

to Mis.:; Elvi dge will 

be hel u for her attention upon r e turn to 

the off i ce a.bout May 24. 

I ~ ' Mr. ~Joseph µ,o~ 
41- 11 Twel~ ~treet 

I/er.;- truly yours , 

LORETTA C. f,:;OLLOY 

Secret,.;.cy t o Mi ss El vidga 

Long I s land City l , New York 



Des.r Mr . Borome: 

May 23 , 191+6 

The payment plan submitted in your 

r ecent l etter i s qui te acceptabl e 

to us, and I shall see that the checks are :nailed t o you 

accc~ ~r~ly. We shall conti nue to u~e the address on ~c.i s 

l etter until we are notif i ed of a change . 

DAE: Lill! 

Mr. {Tosepb) orome 
41- U,, T-welttli Street• 
Long Island City 1 , New York 

Verj' t ruly yours, 

DOROTHY A. ELVIDGE 





Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
Ur Jo.:.;1,h l,oror;1e ~ 

t i-• :..:..;..;..;..-·-.,.;~~;;;, 
4J..4.L lffli'th .. ire~t 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH IC AGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. .t~t>;., 

First pe.yiaent on fo:Uowahip ~ - - - - - - - - - - - ~oo~oc 

Ac-counts 

Prepared by 

l ei.. 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No, Debit 

.45-7 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

1.1.- 11 r~elfth otreet 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH IC AGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 2516 

Date Jul y 1, 1946 

Payn~nt on reL2owebip - - - - - - - - - - - - '350. CO 

Ac-counts Appropriation No. Debit 

Nogro Fellowships 45-7 $.350. 00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 21.l!.9 

P'lym=-nt on f t.1llows:.ip - - - - - - - - - - - i 35C. OO 

Accounts 

~egro Fello,shi ps 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

45- 7 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

Accounts 

Prepared b y 

l t·n:, 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 26~9 

Date Au~,ust, .;l, 1')46 

F :Lt_ \N HI:-~ 

Pu.,:.,m.mt on f <>llowatdp - - - - - - - - - - - - ?,l 00. 00 

Appropriation No. Debit Credit 

45-7 

Checked by Posted by 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 1 5 

To Payment Voucher No. 2767 

Date September 30, .1946 

Long Isl und t..i ty l , Now Yor k 

Paymen t on f ollowsbi p - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $100. 00 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

45- 7 &100. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

Loo"" tsl "lnd City 1, Now York 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH IC AGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. ;;912 

Date Ocwco .. ~ 31, 1S4Z 

Payment on f ollov,ship - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $].00. 00 

Accounts 

Negro Fell owships 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. 

45-7 

Posted by 

Debit 

$100. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 





Boveaber 15, 1946 

Dear llr . Borome: In r esponse to your recent l e t t er, I 

am sending you herewi th a set of r e-

newal bl anks whi ch I hope you will f ill out and ret urn t o 

me befor e Februar y 1 . I am gl ad thnt the work on the 

biogr a phy i _s going wall, and I hope to be abl e t o meet 

and t al k with you the next t ime I am i n Kew York. 

WCH: r f l 
enc. 

11r l Josep· \ t;r oae -
412h_ Twelrt "Street 
Long I sland Ci t y 1, Rew York 

Sincerel y yours , 







To 
ii&r . J oeeph B ot·0111e 

41- 11 h elfth Stree t 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 3049 

Date November -t9, 1946 

Long I sJ.,..Jtd Cit y l , New Yor k 

Paym~nt on f ollo\Dhip - - - - - - - - - - - $100. 00 

Ck. 635980 

Accounts 

Negr o Fell owships 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by 

Appropriation No. 

45-7 

Posted by 

Debit 

$100. 00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



December 10, 1946 

Debor Y.r . Borome: I am encl.osLri.g t he lett er wllich 

you -c-equested for the Housing 

Auth0rjty end I hope it will be setisfact or;v . lf 

t twre is anything further thc1.t I can do , please let 

me know. 

M;tl: en 
Enclo1:tir e 

Mr . \JosephJ~r ~ ,..,..,.,.. 
41- 11 T~e.lf n r eet 
Lonb I sland City , New York 

Si ncerel y yours, 



December 10 , 1946 

Dear Miss 1(nudsen : Mr. Joseph Borollie h~s ~sk ed that I wri t e 
you, clarifying his Bt~tus under t he 

gr ant whic.n he currentl y hol ... s f roo t hs J ulius Ro~5nnb.L .i Fund. 

Mr. Borome w&s given a gr unt of , 1, 800 
to enal,l e hi m to .,,ri t~ e_ :..icholar ly bio{;r..::.phy of Justiu m.nsor . 
The gre.nt 7,ss JJ1ade i:ic t h.,t ,1e could get a l 9c.Ve f or tt e ==-ummer 
i n ordoJ" t o de-.ro~.e f ; ll tL1e to :'lis rei,e~.rch ao.ci. _lso to •1el p 
meet LJ..:.. co,;, I,!, of ':..ri>V8-, _?hotost"'"ts , ~ a t..-.;,c>li:..:;; n eccss.-:.ry to 
the su cce&sf ul completion of his project. Dt;~ri:lg t he su..1:mcr we 
made .-,£ .• ; r.1~t, t;, t,.'.) hi r.1 ~:., fo ::.l oi, s: , 400 in J ,,ne, : ; 5C i n J ..!ly, 
arid ~350 in Imgust, 1ii t:1 t.he -::i:'.ldcntsm.ing thc..t tbc re:n.1:.inder 
of hi~, &ru1t ,;ould be 1-..sed for tJ10 pn rpo:.. .. !J enu:.1~rttted i.:i the 
above p ~, ro.gr ~\ph. 

lf any f urtra,r ::.nfor;:c tia:m i s dc&ired, I 
shall b (:' hi;pp,r to supvl.)- it. 

ViCH: en 

Miss Km ... dsen 
New :lork Cit~, Housing Authority 
New York, Ne·:, York 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
1lir. loseph Borom• 

......... ..__ ___ ,.;::.,,.., . ..,. ... _. ~-
41-ll twelfth Street 

Lon Island City 1, t1ew Yor k 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 3178 

Date December 20, 1946 

Payment on felloweMp - - - - - - - - . - - - 1100.00 

Ck. /136158 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

lcm 
Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

45-7 $100. 00 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 
r. Oveph rome 

41-11 1welfth S~reet 

Ac-counts 

Negr o Fell owships 

Prepared by Checked by 

1cm 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. .33:4 

Date Janue.1-y 31, 1947 

FELLO\A/SH i Pf 

Appropriation No, Debit Credit 

45- 7 $200.00 

Posted by 

Co.mpttoller 



.1947 LM Reappointment 

Name Joseph Alfred Dorome Field: Hist.cry 

Grnduate student, Colt1r.1bia University 
41- 11 Twelfth Street , Long Island CitJ l; NGw York 

Plan of Work To travel und do r esearch work f or n scholarly biography of Justin Winsor .. 

Requests renewal of grant for eight months beginning June 1947. Will continue 
study for Ph. D. degree at Col umbia University under the supervision of Professor ;\llan 
gevins. Half the time of the grant will be spent in field wor k . 

Appl i ed 1944 and 1945. 

Personal Data Born New York City, May 1919 
Singl e , one dependent . 

Age: 27 
Draft Status: 4F 

Undergraduate Work College of the City of New York, B.A. , 1942 

Graduate Work Colwnbia University, B. L. S ., 1943 
Columbia University , M.A. , 1945 
Columbi a Univorsi ty , 1946-

Experience 

Accomplishments 

Research: 

:publi cations : 

~ 

Junior Li brarian, New York Public Li brary, 1938-42, t405J library 
follow, College of the Cit~ of New York Libr ary, New York ~ity, 
1942- 43, i 750J head of circulat ion, Columbia College Li br ary, 
:tor ningsido Heights, New York., 194.3-44, $1620; reference librarian, 
Columbia College Librar y, 1944- , l2100. 

Americo.n Library Asaocie.tion; Columbia Graduate Hi story t:l ub: New 
York Library Cl ub 

Research work for Stato F.E.P. c., ?hat the People Say, publi shed by 
the American Council on Race Relations, 1945 
Articles: 0 Raoie.l Understru.lding ~nd the Library11 , Li brarv Journal , 
October, 194.3; "Bibliography of Arthur FJ.m.ore Bostwich, 1860-194211, 

Bulletin of Bibliography, Januar y- April, 1944; 11Randalls Lincoln", 
Columbia Revi ew, Jnn..--Maroh 1946; "Indians of Venezuela", Phy:lon , 
Spring 1946; "Begi nnings of Grend Opera in New York•, New York Hi story, 
April 1946 

uchol arships: Rosenwal d Fu..~d fellowship, 1946, ;1800; Library fellowship, 
College of the City of N~w York, 1942-43, $750 

Refertnc0e 
University 

11 
Budget Summary 

r.. .. 
f 

Al lan :fovins, t:ol umbia 
Margaret Hutchins , n 
Harry J. Garman, n IJ Total Amount Needed ~2000 

From Applicant 
From Fund $2000 

AMOUNT GRANTED 

J. 



~ U ~ Progress under Grant 

Entire summer spent in Cambridge and Boston , li.fassachusetts , 
exhausting the resources of the Harvard Library and of the Boston 
Athenaeum, Boston Public Library, Massachusetts Historical Society, 
and Unitari an Society . Intermittent tri ps made to the American An­
t i quarian Society Library i n Worcester and Yale University Library 
in New Haven . Time was devoted to examination of manuscript mater­
ials and i nterviewing persons who had reminiscences of Justin Winsor . 

Duri ng fall and wi nter I journeyed both to Cambridge and 
,'lashi ng-ton to consult with :.1r . :linsor ' s granddaughter; and to per use 
family treasures and to work in the Library of Congress respectively. 

The grant was also employed i n havi ng some l i brary collec­
tions searched , in obtaining photostats of J i nsor letters i n collec­
t ions throughout the country , and in engaging assistance with the 
transcripti on of pho tostated materials.~ . 

I . A list of the coll ections in which Wi nsor letters were 
found is as follows : (Does not i n clude collections examined which 
contained nothing of value. ) 

Amer . Anti . Soc. 

Boston Public Li brary 

Columbia University 
Harvard 

Library of Congress 

Mass . Hi stori cal Soc. 

Itj private hands 

Society file 
Bowen papers 
Haven " 
BPL cor r espondence 
Chamberlain papers 
Trustees " 
Wi nsor " 
Dewey " 
Aldrich 11 

Briggs " 
Eliot " 
Emer son " 
Fiske " 
Furness " 
Harvard Coll. " 
Harvard Library Correspondence 
lforton paper s 
Scudder " 
Trustees" 
Winsor " 
American Historical Association papers 
Vinton papers 
Adams " 
Bancroft " 
Dean e " 
Elli s " 
Parkman" 
Rhode s " 
Wi nsor " 
Winthrop " 
Longfellow papers 
Winsor family papers 



II. Photostats or t ranscripts of Winso r letters were or are 
being obtained from the following librar i es : 

Annmary Brown 
John Carter Brown 
Buffal o .Publi c 
Chicago Historical 
Wi lli am Clements 
Cornell 
John Crer ar 
Folger 
Huntington 
Johns Hopki ns 
Library of Congress 
Mi nnes<ita Hi storical Soc . 
Morgan 
n ewberry 
1' aw York Histori cal Soo. 
liew York Public 
Pennsylvania Hi storical 
Universi ty of Mi chi gan 
University of Vi rginia 
Wellesley 
Wi sconsin Histori cal 
Yale University 

Bartlett, Brown papers 
Larned papers 
Poole " 
Vi gnaud , Weld papers 
Eggleston papers 

Norrie papers 
Brock " 
Adams , Gilman papers 
!:eicknor pa pers 
Hosmer " 

Poole " Decosta " 
Saunders ft 

Stone It 

Angell ft 

Stevens lt 

Coman n 

Draper , Thwaites papers 

Plan of Work for Coming Year 

Obtaining photostats of Winsor letters in collections which 
must be sea rched , e . g. Moses Coit Tyler and Andrew D. White papers at 
Cornell , or collections recently a cquired , e . g. Alexander Brown papers 
at William a nd Mary College , and f rom collections abroad , e . g . Acland 
papers i n Bodleian Library, Oxford , England. 

Travel and research duri ng the summer i n Cambr idge on pri mary 
and secondary materials , e . g . Osgood-Ticknor papers at the Bos ton Athe­
naeum, i n Duxbur y , Mass. , etc. eta. Emphasis to be placed on assem­
bling baokground ma terial relative to the development of cartographical 
stud i es , library service , and hi s toriography in ni neteenth centur y 
Ameri ca , also to bibliography a s a science , internatio#a,l bibliothecal 
and historical exchange and cooperation , and Shakespeare bibliograpijy 
(in which ·ransor was an authority ). Soma inves t i gati on will be made , 
also , i nto the ac tivities of the Venezuelan Bounda ry Commission of 189~ 



LETTERS OF REFCP..ENCE 

Joseph A. norome 

Mr . Allan Nevins, Professor of History, Columbia Universit y 

Mr . Borome ha.s been known to me for three or f our 

years, and. during one year was e member of my seminar in Columbia. Uni­

versity . I have watched his work closely. 

He can in my opinion be ranked among the topmost 

f ive f)er cent of our gr aduate student s in histor.;;.' at Colurabia during 

t he past five years for industry a..~d zeal; and among the topmost t en 

per cent for ability . 

A number of us in the Hi story Department regard 

him so highl y that we hope that he can in a short t ime be appoi nted as 

t he first Negro instructor we have had in history in Columbia College. 

Initially Mr . Eorome was handicapped by awk\~ardness 

in writing English; but he has s t eadil y impro,red, and can now express 

himself with more than average s.bili t y , wr i t j ng clearly and vri t h finish . 
I 

His subject, a biography of Juston Winsor, is im­

portr.nt , and will interest bot h the library profession and t he hist ori­

cal pr ofession . He has mapped it out well , has made sorne progre.Js in 

writing, a.~d has as sembled a large body of materials . No student Vfho 

ha,s v10rked under me hos shov.-n more skill in s earching out original papers . 

I believe t hat Mr . Borome, who i s a young man of 

vigorous o.nd attractive personality as well as of makred sincerity and 

real talent, will produce a valuable book. I also believe th~t t he 

experience he is gathering will help t o make him a well- rounded 

schol ar and teacher, and a useful ad~ tiou to t,he academic corps . I 

recommend him without reservation. 



Letters of Reference - Joseph A. Borome 

'&a.rgaret .dutchins, Associate Professor, School of Library Service, 
Columbia, Onivarsity, Nev, York Ci t ~ 

- 2-

From the co,~ of Mr . Borome 1 s statement of his prc­

gress which you enclosed I would judge t~1s.t he is .r;'voceeding in an 

effi cient i nd thorough manner in hi s research on Justin Winsor, that 

there i s ::;till considerable -reseLrch to be done before he starts 

writ ing and t h&t he needs another grant in order to complete the work. 

I have no doubt he wil l thereby be enable to produce a valuable con­

tribution t o Knowledge . 

Dean Harry J . Carman, Columbia Universit y, Ne~ York City 

There i s little t h~t I can add to my earlier st ate­

ment concerning Jose,.Jh A. bOrome . Hi s report of' progess under the 

grant whioh he nov, holds from t he Julius Rosenwald Fund speaks for it­

self. He is a t op per$on, i s doint l:ill important job and will I run 

sure ::i.e.:-ce an outst anding oontribut ion t o t ne literature of Ao.erican 

Biography e.nd History. 



1947 LM Reappointment 

Name Joseph Alfred Borome Field : History 

Gr aduate student, Columbia University 
41-11 'l'welfth ~treet, Long I sland ~ity 1, New York 

Plan of Work 'fo travel and do research work for a scholarly biography of Justin Winsor. 

Requests renewal of grant for eight months beginning June 1947. Will continue 
study for Ph.D. degree at Uolumbia University under the supervision of Professor Allan 
Nevins. Half the time of the grant will be spent in field work. 

Applied 1944 and 1945. 

Personal Data Born New York Ci ty, May 1919 
Single, one dependent 

Age: 
Draft Status: 

27 
4F 

Undergraduate Work Uollege of the City of New York, B.A. , 1942 

Accomplishments 

Golumbia University, B.1 .• ;:;., 194.3 
uolumbia University, M.!., 1945 
Uolumbia Univer sity, 1946-

Junior librarian, New York Public Library, 19.38-42, J405; library 
fellow, uol l ege of the City of New York Library, New York City, 
1942-4.3, 1750; bead of circulation, uolumbia College Library, 
Morningside Heights, New York, 194.3-44, $1620; reference librarian, 
uolumbia t:ollege Library, 1944- , ,2100. 

American Library Association; uolumbia Graduate thstory club; New 
York Library ulub ' 

Research: Research work for State 1'' • .l!:.P.c. 1 What the People ~y. published by 
the American uouncil on Race Relations, 1945 
Articles: "Racial Understanding and the Library", Library Journal, 
October, 194.3; "Bibliography of Arthur Elmore Bostwich, 1860-1942", 
Bulletin of Bibliography. January-April, 1944; "Randalls Lincoln", 
Columbia Review, Jan.-March 1946; "Indians of Venezuela", Phylon, 
opring 1946; nBeginnings of Grand Opera in New York•, New York Historx, 

baMMRi April 1946 

References 

;:;oholarships: Rosenwald Fund fellowship, 1946, $1800; Library fellowship, 
College of the Uity of New Yor k, 1942- 4.3, f750 

Allan Nevins, volumbia University Budget Summary 

Margaret Hutchins, " " 
Harry J. uarman, " Total Amount Needed $2000 

From Applicant 
From Fund 

AMOUNT GRANTED 

$2000 



Progress under Grant 

Entire summer spent i n Cambridge and Boston , Massachusetts . 
exhausting the resources of the Harvard Li brary and of t he Boston 
Athenaeum, Boston Public Library, M'a.ssachusetts Historiial Society, 
and Unita~ian Society. Inte rmittent trips made to the American Anti­
quarian Society Li brary i n Worcester and Yale University Library in 
New Haven . Ti me was devoted to examination of manuscript materials 
and interviewing persons who had reminiscences of Justin rlinsor . 

During fall and winter I journeyed both to Cambridge and 
,'/ashi ngton to consult with Mr. '1Vi nsor ' s granddaughter ; and to peruse 
family treasures and to work in the Library of Congress reppectively. 

The grant was also employed i n having some library collec­
tions searched , in obtaining photosta ts of :Vinsor letters in collec­
tions throughout the country , and in engaging assistance with the 
transcription of photos ta ted ma teriala . + 

I . A list of the collections in which Wi nsor letters were 
found is as follows : (Does not include collections examined which 
contained nothing of value . ) 

Amer . Anti . Sao. 

Boston Public Library 

Columbia University 
Harvard 

Library of Congress 

Mass . Historical Soc. 

.f 

In :private hands 

,. . 

Society file 
Bowen papers 
Haven " 
BPL correspondence 
Chamberl ain papers 
Trustees " 
Winsor " 
Dewey " 
Aldrich " 
Briggs " 
Eliot " 
Emerson " 
Fi ska " 
Furness " 
Harvard Coll . " 
Harvard Li brary Correspondence 
Horton papers 
Scudder " 
Trustees " 
Wi nsor " 
American Historical Association papers 
Vin ton papers 
Adams " . 
Bancroft .'lff •• -f • 
Deane " • -,. · ' Elli s •. i,~ ·-· ;i,,~ .( · 

Parkman " Rhodes r . -~, . -

·:/ins or n 
Winthrop " 
Longfellow papers 
Winsor family papers 



II . Photostats or transcripts of ·,7i nsor letters were or are 
being obtained from the following librari es: 

Annmary Brown 
John Carter Brown 
Buffalo Publi c 
Chicago Histori cal 
\Villi am Clemen ts 
Cornell 
John Crerar 
Folger 
Huntington 
Johns Hopkins 
Library of Congress 
Minnesota Historical Soc. 
Morgan 
Newberry 
New York Hi storical Soc. 
New York Public 
Pennsylvania Histori cal 
University o~ Michigan 
Unive r sity of Virginia 
Weitlesley 
Wisconsin Historical 
Yale Universi ty 

Bartlett , Bro\m pape r s 
Larned papers 
Pool e " 
Vignaud , ,leld papers 
Eggleston " 

liorris papers 
Brock " 
Adams , Gilman papers 
Tickno r papers 
Ho smer " 

Poole " Decosta " 
Saunders " Stone " Angell " 
Stevens " Coman " Draper , Thwaites papers 

Plan of ·,7ork for Coming Year 

Obtaining photosta ts of ·,'linsor letter s in coll ections which 
must be searched , e . g . Moses Coit Tyler and Andrew D. White papers at 
Cornell , or collections recently acquired , e . g . Alexande r Brown papers 
at 'lvilliam and iJary College , and from collections abroad , e . g . Aaland 
papers in Bodleian Li brary , Dxford , England . 

Travel and research during the summer i n Cambridge on pri­
mary and secondary materials , e . g . Osgood- Ticknor papers at the Bos-
ton Athenaeu.m, in Duxbury, ~fass., etc. etc. Emphasis to be placed on 
assembling background mate rial relative to the development of carto­
graphical studies , library servi ce , and historiography i n nineteenth 
century Ame r ica , also to bibli ography as a science , i nternational btb­
liothecal and histori cal exchange and cooperati on , and Shakespeare bib­
liography ( in which \'li nsor was an authori ty). Some i nvestigation will 
be made , also , into the activi ties of the Venezuelan Boundary Commis­
sion of 1895. 



LETTERS OF REF~CE 

Joseph A. Borome 

Mr . Allan Nevins, Professor of History, Columbia University 

Mr . Borome has been kno~n t o me for three or four 

years, and during one year was a member of my seminar in Columbi a Uni­

versity . I have watched his work closely. 

He can in my opinion be ranked among the topmost 

five per cent of our graduate students in history at Columbia during 

the past five years for industry a..l'ld zeal; and among the topmost ten 

per cent for abili ty. 

A number of us in the History Department regard 

him so highly that we hope t hat he can in a short time be appointed as 

the first Negro instructor we have had in histor y in Columbia College . 

Initially Mr. Borome was handicapped by awkwardness 

in writing English; but he has st eadily improved, and can now express 

himself with more than average abil ity, writing clearly and with finish . 

His subject, a biography of J uston Winsor, is im­

portant , and will inter est both the library profession and the histori­

cal pr ofession. He has mapped it out nell , has made some progress in 

writing, and has assembled a l arge body of materials . No student who 

has worked under me has shoYm more skill in searching out original papers . 

I believe t hat Mr. Borome , who is a young man of 

vigorous and attractive personality as well as of makred sincerity and 

r eal talent, will produce a valuable book. I also believe that t he 

experience he is gathering will help to make him a well-rounded 

scholar and teacher, and a usef ul addition to the academic corps . I 

recommend him without reservation. 



Letters of Reference - J oseph A. Borome 

Margaret Hutchins, Associate Professor, School of Library Service, 
Columbia, Oniversity, New York City 

- 2-

From the copy of Mr . Borome ' s statement of his pro~ 

gress which you enclosed I woul d judge t hat he is pi,oceeding in an 

ef f icient and t horough manner in his research on Justin Wi nsor , that 

there is still considerable research to be done before he starts 

writing and that he needs another grant in or der to compl ete the wor k . 

I have no doubt he will thereby be enable to produce a valuable con­

tribution to Knowledge. 

Dean Harry J. Carman, Columbia University, New York City 

There is lit tle that I can add t o my earlier state­

ment concerning Joseph A. Borome. His r eport of progess under the 

gr ant which he now holds from the Jul i us Rosenwald Fund speaks for it­

self. He is a top person, is doing an i mportant job and wi l l I am 

sure make an outst anding contribution to the literature of American 

Biography and Histor y. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Joseph Alfred Borome 

Professor Allan Nevins 
Columbia University 
New York, N. Y. 

The above,named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

~~~:i?.:i 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT Lr. Borome has been knoYn t o me -for three or four ymr s , e.nd during 
one year Tit>. s a member of my semine.r i n Coluabi a University. I have rmtche d his 
uork closely. 

He ce.n in r:iy opinion be ranked among t he topmost five per cent of 
our graduate students in h istory at Columbia during the past f i ve yre. r;; for 
industry e. ni zeal; and among t he t opmost ten per cent fo r a bility. 

j _ number o f u s i n tho Hist ory D epartmrnt r egard him so highly t ha.t 
n e hope t hat he c D.n i.'1 a short time b e e.ppointed as the f i rst IJegro instructor 
,1e have had i n hi story in Columbia Col lege. 

Initial ly r:r. Borooie uas handi capped by a¥11ITr . .rdness i n uri ting Engli sh; 
but he hs s steo.dily inprov ed, and can ncr.-, ex-.i;,ress himself ni th norc t han aver e.r;e 
o.bili ty, tJri tine; clco.rly and Ylith fini s.1 • 

His subj ect, a bi ography o f Just on ,1insor , is importarrt , and wi ll inte r esst 
both t h e librn 1y profession arrl tho hist ar-ica.. profession. He has napp ai i t O½R 



'\7el l , has made some progress in mi t i n g, and has assembl ed a l er Be b OC:y of 
aateri...a l s . Ho s t udent , h o l:as work cd under ne has s.110\""m nore skill in 
searching out ori ginal pop ers. 

I beli eve t hat 1.'ix·. Borcme, m-io i s a young man of vigorous and attractive 
pers01~lity as uo.1.1 as of nar ked si ncerity e.m r ea l tal ent, wil l prodtice a 
valua.ble book. I o.l so believ e thut the experience he is ~.thering fi.i..11 
hel p t o make him a. uell- rounded s chol ar and tea dler, and a v seful addition 
to the a cademic corps. I recomnend him ,ithout reservat i on. 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Quite. He has tac t; bro rs hi ri.13 e 1f well:l; shows greet pers one.1 -vigor; and 
has a sunny, ploosing di sposition. 

Signed ••••••. - ...• ~ •. ~ ·····-·· ...... .. ...... . . ........................................ ·····-···· 

Position .or Title ••••••••••• f ~ tr::-L •••• l"..... ... • . . ······················---···················---·········· 

Address ..................................... ~ .... · · ··· ······· · •... . .... ~..e:i ... <: ........................ . 

.................................................................................. • ............................ Date. ... ~ ..... l.~1 . .J.f ··Y::.•7 .. 

Please return Jo the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, / 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS AVENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Joseph A. Borome 

Professor lilargaret Hutchins 
Columbia University 
New York, N. Y. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statemen~. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

J/~~~::?L.::r 
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT Colurobi 1 niv ~r sity 
3chool of ljhr rl Jervice 

,-rch 7 , ]0117 

Fror, trfl' cor:' or r . 7 orome ' '" stete,~snt ofhis nrotre~s which you -nclosf'd I 

-.rnuld jndr;o th~ t hl'l is r,roceedj nr- in "n effi dent "nd U•orough 1'\e.nn.-r lil l1 J-,is 

con+.ribtrb ion to Kno"l"'.,"""' • 

~~~ 

OVER 



Is the candidate free from personality hang_icaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving Wm opportunity to utilize his abilities? 

Signed ................................ • ............................................................................................................................. . 

Positionor Title ........................................................... -......................................................... . . ................. . 

Address ........................................................................... -............................................................................... . 

................................ . ............................................................................... Date. ................................. ........ ....... . 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15, Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



Name of Candidate 

Report Requested of 

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 
4901 ELLIS A VENUE 

CHICAGO 15 

Confidential Report on Candidate for Fellowship 

Joseph A. Borome 

Dean Harry J . Carman 
Columbia Uni versity 
New York, N. Y. 

The above-named candidate has applied to this Fund for a fellowship and has given your name 
as a reference. The candidate's plan of work is attached. Please return it with your statement. 

We shall appreciate your frank opinion of this applicant's qualifications and an appraisal of his 
plan of work and of his ability to make a noteworthy contribution in his field. These fellowships 
are not intended to give aid to "worthy and deserving" students, but to enable people of exceptional 
talent to come to their fullest powers. Since it is impossible to consider the applicant's qualifications 
until all of the references are in, a prompt reply will be appreciated. 

We request candid and critical comment. Your reply will be held in strict confidence. 

y~~~~ -
Director for Fellowships 

REPORT 

There is little that I can add to my earlier statement concerning Joseph 
A. Borome. His r ei.i>ort of progress under the grant which he now holds from the 
Julisu Rosenwald Fund speaks for i tself. He is a top person, is doing an 
important job and will I am sure make an outstanding contribution to the literature 
of American Biography and Hi story. 

OVER 



• 

', 

Is the candidate free from personality handicaps which would make it difficult to obtain and 
hold a position giving him opportunity to utilize- his abilities? 

- - -- ... --- - - .. --.... --- - - --- - - ----- - - --. - --- - - - -- -- - - - . -- ---- - - - .. - - - - ---- -. - .. - - --- - -.. -- -- - - - ----- - -- - - ----............... -... --- - .. - - .. ---------- - -.. . 

Position or Title _____________ .. ______ ... __ ... _. __________________ ._. ___ .... ____ .. __ ._. ____ . _______ ... _________________________________________ . __________ --· 

Address ____________ . _______ .. ___ ._ .... _ .. ________ . ___ . __________________________ . __ . __ . ________ . _________ ._ .. _____________________________________________________ _ 

... __ . . ______ . ______ . _ . _____ _ . ___________ _______ . _______ . ________________________________ .. • ________ ..... _ .. ____ Date. _________________ . _________ .. ___ . _______________ _ 

Please return to the Division for Fellowships, Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
4901 Ellis A venue, Chicago 15', Illinois. Addressed, stamped envelope is enclosed. 



AI Rhi..'\lL SPECIAL 

May 7, 1947 

Dear Mr. Borome: I t i s a pleasure to i nform you tha t 
you hnve been sel ected by the Committee 

on Fellowships of the Julius Rosenwal o Fund to r eceive a 
renewa.l grant of One thousand ei ght hundr ed dollars (f l ,800) 
for an ei ght-month per i od t o ennble you t o travel and do 
r esearcTi~ t or'I?:"'l'Oi-" .. a "biograph-y-of .Just i n-,W-1.nso~ ,;,._, -··· • , -• -

I t i s understood t ha.t this award is for 
current work and unles s such work is begun before J anuary 1, 1948, 
the gr ant will automatically l apse . I want t o point out the 
f act that the funds i ncluded in thi s ar.~rd are not s ubj ect to 
Feder al Income Tax. 

Will you please l et us know, at once, 
whe ther or not you c~n accept the fellowship? An announcement 
of t he Committoe 1s sel ections uill soon be made , and i t can 
include only those f r om whom ...:.cceptunces have been recei ved. 

WCH: rfl 

Sincerely yours, 

WILLIAM C. HAYGOCD 

»r./4osepb Alfred )orome 
41-~l Twelfth Styee~ -------- -
Long I sl and Ci ty 1, Rew York 



Mr. Will i am C. Huygood 
Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis ~venue 
Chicago 15, Illi nois 

Dear Mr. Haygood: 

41- ll 1i th Street 
Long I sl and City, N. Y. 
May 9, 1947 

(JX.H- o 
- - · 
lg:> ..S / ? 
I 

-'----i--1 
! 

Thunk you for your kind letter i nformi ng me 
that I have been selected by the Committee on Fellowshi ps 
of t he J ulius Rosenwald Fund to receive a renewal gr ant 
of ~1800 for a period of 8 months to enable me t o travel 
~nd do research wor k for a biography of Justin Winsor . 

Since I s ubmitted my application i n J ~nuur y I 
r eceived a promotion in the Libraries. In February 
I was appointed librurian of the Burgess Library at 
Col umbia University. The library was in an absolutely 
chaotic condition and i n order to bring the work up to 
an effi ci ent l evel I have h&d 11my shoulders t o the wheel'1 . 
But by October t hings wi ll be running in a normal way, and 
I can once more take up my researches where I l eft them 
at the expiration of my previous gr ant. 

iould the Fund be willi ng to spread my payments , 
for travel 6.nd research, over a ten months ' peri od beginning 
with the month of November, 1947? I f t hi s plan i s agreeable 
I am most happy t o accept the Fellowship,to enable me to 
complete my research on J ustin Winsor. 

With deep appreci ation for all your efforts on 
my behalf, I remain 

Sincerely yours , 

J-r:.Q./3~ 
( Jos eph A j Boro..;)!;...,_...,__,,,,.. 
' / 
I 

I 
\ 



Aay 13, 1947 

Dear Mr . Boromez Mr. Ha.ygood has r eferred to me your 

l etter of May 9 i n which you sug-

gested thut payment of your r enewal fellowship grant be 

made in t en insttllments of $180 each beginning November 1 , 
"""' ~ ' .... ,,_ • ..., -~ ,.......,_~ . ...... '" ...... , ... -~--:-.11. - t~~••."i'\1"'1~·• :J,,''.,,, 

1947. I shall see that t his plan is f ollowed and will 

mai l the checks to tho adaross on t his letter until I am 

notified of a change . 

Very trul y you.rs , 

DAE:LC!J 

Ur. J'oseph A. Bor ome . e--=-w~ ._-;--.!' 

41- ll l.2 t h ' Feet 
Long 'Island City , New York 

DOROTHY A. ELVlDC~ 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

Mr .~ ooeph \ Boromo P:J••-nlillllt■fiillli••r lififMII07Nilllltlll1 

41-1. 'l'fiolfth .$trea t 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH IC AGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 4340 

Date October 311 1947 

Long I sland City, Nev Ioi•k FELLOVV~!ili->~ 

First payment on f ellowshi p - - - - - - - - - Jl80. l 0 

Ck . 1137551 

Accounts 

Negr o Fellov;shipe 

Prepared by 

1cm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

$180.00 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 

Ur, (.r o, opb. _:Do::;:.:r;.;:o_m_a~--­

- ll Twelfth Streot 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CH IC AGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 4449 

Date November 28, 1947 

Long I slana ~1ty, no Yor k LO SH PS 

P.!.ymont on f'el l oTJship - - - - - - - - - - 80 . 00 

Ck. ."J767ff 

Ac-counts 

Negro Fellowshi ps 

Prepared by 

lam 
Checked by 

Appropriat ion No. 

44-13 

Posted by 

Debit Credit 

$180 .00 

Comptroller 

I 



To 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Mr. ~ oao~,_;!<'-.rome __ _. •• llii!!il • .,...,_.,:;,i,,, 

41,..11 'fl;l'eltth Street 

Payment Voucher No. 4565 

Date Deoentor 19, 191..7 

l on,3 I sl l\Dd Cit.y, New York FEL O VvH\PS 

P&YJ.t<'D.t 'In fellowship - - - - - - - - - - - ,?l.SC •. (.(1 

Ck. #37810 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

l.cm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

/44-13 $180 .00 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

for. t••Ph J:l:3o:,:r:.ao;m~erlli'_.ami~-~~ 

41- ll !'11el fth Street 

LonJ Island City, Uc.w York 

Ck. #J7946 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by Posted by 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 1./-79 

Date J anuury JO, 1948 

u JI \ 

Appropriation No. Debit 

$180 .00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 

Lout: . elund City, t1ev, York 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 4807 

Date Fe br1131~y 2.7, 191+5 

P«.vroent on fellowship - - - - - - - - - - 1180.00 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowshi ps 

Prepared by 

J.cm 

Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

44- 13 $180.00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



_ j-)rvl 31L--~-• 
----,-----1- I 2200 Ma i son Avenue 

' -- Y A.pt 7B I 3 "'"''"' 9 4ll 

Mall oy : I 

Would you be so kinci as t o me.il the s ubsequent checks of my / ~;,.,( 

f ellowshi p t o the a bove addres s . Thi s iB a :permene nt address . J... 1'1-\...., 

Thank you f o r ~iving this matter your k i nd at t enti on. 

~ 
rome 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

T o 

Ur . , ose~_ro_m_•..--

2200'..a~;-Avonue, Apt. 7B 

New i ork 35, New York 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
C HI C AGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 491♦ 

Date Murch 31, 1948 

Payment Oh fellowshi p - - - - - - - - - - - - - e1so.OO 

Ck. #.382J6 

Accounts Appropriat ion No. Debit 

Negro Fe~lowships 44-13 $180.00 

Prepared by Checked by Posted by 

l om 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
Mr . ~se~) aorome 

2200 Madison. Avenue, Apt. 7B 

ij◊w York 35, New l ort 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
C HICAGO 1 5 

Payment Voucher No. 5119 

Date April .30, 1948 

Final payment on fellowship - - - - - - - - 3540. 00 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 

1cm 
Checked by Posted by 

Appropriation No, 

44-13 

46-13 

Debit 

$ 55.00 

485.00 

$540.00 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Julius Rosenwald Fund 

To 
Mr. 

2200 ~adison Avenue, Apt. 7B 

New York 35, Naw York 

4901 Ellis Avenue 
CHICAGO 15 

Payment Voucher No. 5029 

Date April 301 1948 

Pn~ent on fellowship - - - - - - - - IJ.S0.00 

Ck . ltJ6357 

Accounts 

Negro Fellowships 

Prepared by 
1cm 

Checked by 

Appropriation No. Debit 

44-1.3 $180.00 

Posted by 

Credit 

Comptroller 



Jlay 13, 1948 

Dear Mr . Boromei Since this tund is closing in 
June, we are including in the en­

closed check the balance due on your fell owship award. 

We hope that you are enjoying your 
work and will find your peri od of fell owship study to 
be a profitable one. 

LAEiRC 
Enc . 

Mr •k" osep*,_95~2 .. !!W~~-----• .,., ... .., . MUii I IQ~ 
220' Madi n Avenue 
Apo.rtment 7B 
New York 35, Nev, York 

Very truly yours, 
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