
April 14, 1947 

Dear ■r. Tb0118on: Arm. Bonteapa, Li brarian at F1ak, 
who 1• a member of the Coamitte• 

which selects the annual fellowships g1ven by the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund, has auggeated that perhaps :,ou aight be 
w1111og to help us out of a d.Uena we find oursel ves in 
this J'e&r. 

!&ch year n get hundreds ot appU.­
cationa froa Wegroes and white Southerners in all fiel ds 
or knowledge. In the f1~lde ot" creat.lve writing , singing, 
painting, and so forth., we have outside Juries who Judge 
the candi ds.tea and advise the r lowabip C0111a1ttee. Thia 
78ar. for the first tiae~ we have a large nuaber of oand1-
datea in piano. or the four who seem to be of 110re than 
a~erage ability, three are yo1mg women either attendlJ21 
or teachina at fie.It and one is a student at the Juill.1ard 
School. llr. Bontemps tells ae th:..t 1ou are to e.ttend the 
ausic Festival at Fisk, a.Di it occurred to both ot us 
that you 11ight be wil 1~ to let these four 70ung people 
play for you 8.Jld to giTe us a criti cal judgaent as to which 
or thea, if any, might be worth an 1nvestaent on our part. 
llr. Bonteaps could arrange for the three young dies at 
Fisk to audition for you while you are th-sre, and I would 
arrange with the luill.iard etudent to play for you at your 
c011Tenience ln •ew York. The date of tbe aeeting at the 
tim.l aelect1ona ot all candidates in all flel ds will be 
aade is llay J . 

I realise tba t this is qu1 te an 
. 1apoa1t1on, blit if there ie an7 •Y you could help us, we 

; would all be 110st grateful . If' ,ou lfOuld rlre ae collect 
at the address on this letterhead, I would appreciate it. 

WCBirtl 

Ir. Virgil Tboms011 
Hotel Chelsea 
222 Weat 23rd Street 
•e• York, lew York 




