
MFMORA.NDUM TO THE MEMBERS OF 
THE P'ELLOWSHIP COMMI TTEE 

As i s t o be expected, the wsr1s effects are more evident 1n the 

Fellowshi p progr~m than in any other area of the Fund' s activities . 

Since the current group of applications, both in their quantity and 

quality, probably foreshadow the future of the program, I am present­

ing thi s memorandum for the Committee1e informat i on. I am !l.so includ­

ing n.otes on the course of t he fellowship program a1nce the l ast maot­

ing at Hampton Institute in April, 1942. 

Current Applications 

It is only natural that the number and calibre of applicants are 

inferior to other years . Only 250 applications were r eceived thi s year, 

as against 4o6 in 1942 - a decline of 70 per cent over the numbe~ re­

ceived in 1937, the first year of the program. There is a marked decline 

in the number of white sout hern app1ications , an increase in the propor­

tion of womBn applioo.nte ( from about 28 per cent to 50 per cent) , and a 

rise in the average age of applicants from about 28 last your co .34 at 

pr esent. 

~n spite of t he lessening of the general quality, applicants in 

eeveral fields are unusually strong t his year. In religion, for the 

first t ime , we have a really distinguished group of men for consideration . 

The Art Jury regards both the whi te and Negro pai nter, as exceptional. 

And the whit& creative writers, as was true of last ye,..;r, are composed of 



younger writers of t alent and i,ooi al promise . Sociology has taken a 

,1~ , end the Committee will doubt less be gratified by the fewer 

appl ications in education. 
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Although the number o! digests presented to the Collllllittee is 

smaller (157) than formerly, the proportion of digested appli oati ons t o 

the tot al number received is higher. Several considerations made the 

director l ean toward lavishness this year. 

l . The decline in quality and quantity made i t seem wise to pre­

sent the Committee nth a fuller panorama for making compari sons. 

2 . The military and civilian man and woman power draft s will 

obviously ?1J£.lce it impooaibl e for many awards to be taken up. The Com­

mittee may want to dra • up a list of alternate awards , &.3 was done last 

year, in the case of the schol rship aid grant3, to oare for this con­

tingency. 

3. Some oaaos which are obviously not fellowship mater ial ore 

presented as matters of general interest - unusual occupations , odd 

fields of interest, etc. Unl.ess an application is digested it is not 

retained in the ~'und'3 files , and since these files are uaed to answer 

employment r equests, nnd in a variety of other ways, there ia an advan­

tage 1n adding to them peopl e we 111ay want to follow in other contexts. 

4. At a rump meeting of the Committee in Philadelphia last July 

(Dr~. 'Alexnnder and Johnson, Mr. F..mbree and tbe director present), i t 

was decided that, in vie• of the inevitable shrinkage in the number of 

appl ications , the Committee should consider the advisability of appoint­

i ng on a grant- in-aid basis, older persons who would not normally quali­

f y for fellowships but for whom a year's subsidy might mean the dif fer-
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enoe between stagnation or being brought baok into the lllllin stream of 

creative endeavor. No publicity was envisaged i n connection with suoh 

awards . I t was also auggested that with the Fund' s widening interest 1n 

r'oe r•lationa that likely oond.idates i n this field, regardless of age, 

color, or sectional i dentificat i on might be considered by the Committee. 

Several such applications are to be f ound 1n the current roste~ of 

candidates . 

Sc1olarship Aid Candidates 

Thirteen white candidates f r om 3 southern schools, ~ 51 Negro 

candidates f"?'om 21 schools have BUde applicati on. The list is large~ 

femi.ne, and i t is doubtful if any of the young men, unleso seriously 

maimad, oould accept grants, even if appointed. Some new school s were 

added to t he program this year, and a good many schools, notably i n the 

whi te group, ,ithdrew fol:' lack of candidates. All of these have been 

invited to ramein in the program and t o submit candidates when it becomes 

possi ble. The quality of these college senior applicants i s higher each 

year. This year ' s group of white girls is markedly superior to t hose of 

1942 . 

As they did last year, Lillian Smith nnd Paula Snelling are attempt­

ing to visit aa many campuses as possible in order to get personal inter­

views,. wid W.ss Smith will meet with the 0omm1 t tee in April to make re­

commendations . 

Extensions Made Since La.et Meeting 

The director for Fellowships and the pre!ident of the Fund were given 

author ity by the Committee t o make interim emargencj grants not in excess 



of $JOO to current and past Fellows . In September, 1942 the Committ ee 

voted to raise this figure to ..,600. Requests above this amount are 

brought to the full Committee for consideration. 

Negro 

Walter Booker 
Gordon Parks 
Edmonia White Grant 
Clinton Oliver 
Samuel Westerfiel d 
Shirley Graham 
Arna Bontemps 
Lorenzo Turner 

1'h1te 

Edward C. Solomon 
Ralph McGill 
Otto Hol1oway 

$ 75.00 
300.00 
2.00 .00 
600.oo 

(2 extens1o~800. 00 
300.00 
300.00 
200.00 

$.3075. 00 

Jam.es E. t!ontgomery 
Ellen Rull Neff 

$200.00 
.300. 00 
.300.00 
600. 00 
300.00 

$1700.00 

Total 

Fello•s 1n the Armed Forces 

l,-175,00 

Fellows who were well into their f ellowship year, and whose work 

hae been interrupted by armed service, ha•e been notified that the un­

expended balance in their fellowship will be held for them until af ter 

the war . ·elve white a.nd three Negroes now have amounts totaling 
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The majority of these m9n are in the army. Tom tea is a war cor­

respondent-pa.inter for l!!!! and~. John Faulk, who has made sev-eral 

Ol>Ssings to England and Russia with t he Merchant Marine , is to servo 

overseas with the Red Cross. 



A complete list of these Fellows i s gi ven below, together with the 

amounta owing them, 

Negro 

Charle3 T. Davis 
J amas Wal.ter Fisher 
Freder i ck D. Jenkins 

White 

Frederick S. Barkalow, Jr. 
John H. Faulk 
Tom Lea 
John w. Lipscomb 
John N. Lyl e 
Raymond R. llaoCurdy, Jr. 
Edward A. McLellan 
Jesse w. Markham 
James K. Offen 
Henry A. Page, Jr. 
J ames 1' . Rabun 
LeRoy W. lfatson, Jr. 

$ 620 
600 
618 

$1400 
1350 
750 
125 

1350 
725 

1170 
300 

1400 
1020 
810 

1784,50 

$ 18,38. 00 

$12,184.50 

*¾,022.50 
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In add.1 tion to fellowships being held for military reasona, an 

additional sum of $14,432. 00 is being kept in reserve for Fellows who 

have had t o suspend fellowship work for other r easons . The majority of 

these Fellows are in civilian positions directly r elated t o the war 

effort. 

These parsons and the amounts owing a.re: 

Negro 

Ada Bough Anderson (Scholarship Aid) 
L. Howard Bennett 
Charles W. Buggs 
Lyonel. o. Florant 
Cornelius L. Goli ghtly 
Robert Lloyd 
Thomas N. Roberts 
Uark Hiuma Watkins 
J. Ernest Wilkins, Jr. 

White 

Alfred B. Bonds, Jr. 
Herschel Brickell 
Raven I. MoDavid, Jr. 
Dan Rutledge Vi ning 

Fellowship Cancellations 

. 

f 355 (plus t uition) 
507 

1575 
1600 

.300 
1500 
1875 
2600 
850 $ll,162.oo 

$1J.50 
1020 

450 
450 $ 3«270.00 

8:Yu432.oo 

The Committee will r emember that the director was instructed to 

stipulate in his lett er of sard that shoul d the appointee be oalled 

into tb.e armed forces bevore taking up hi n fellowship the grant would 

automatioally lapse. Three such cancellations occurred, Owen Dodson, 

WilJ.iam Ale:n.nder l'fit chell and Herman SpiTey. Likewise, all or part of 

three aoholarahip aid grants were r eturned by three white southern boys 

who entered the at'Jlzy'. 
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In nddition, a ouooesaful effort was made to get men who had been 

grant ed fellowships a number of years ago and who had never ta.ken them 

up, to clarify tbeir intentions or to relinquiah the f unds being held 

in their names. 

The list of onnoelled fellowships and schol arship aid grants re-

turned aums i s as followsa 

Negro 

Owen Dod9on 

Olysses Lee 

Hugh Slnythe 

Clarence F. Stephens 

Myron B. Toffllee 

Alvin B. Jones 

Fellowships 

White 

$1650 Rufus c. Harris 

900 Ellis Hartford 

500 W. A. llitohell 

1000 Mayor D. l!obley 

750 r.i. E. Thomp son 

Leon Sensabaugh 

Herman Spivey 

woo 

Scholarship Aid 

$400(Plus Louie Kassouf 
Tuition) (P id Tuition for 

2 quarters) 

Pn.lil Manner~ 
(Plu3 Tuition) 

Marion Rice 
(Paid Tuition f or 
2 quarters) 

~000 

150 

1500 

2000 

500 

10 

2000 

. ~oloO 

400 

" 
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Fund.a Available for A1looat1ou 

The following funds are available to the Fell owehip Committee for 

alloaation in 1943-441 

Appropris.tion approved bi/ the Trustees, April, 1942 

Unallooated baianoe o! previous yea.r ' s appropriation 

Total tunda available to CoJ11.1Uttee for allocation 

$7; .ooo.oo 

10.,440. 20 

es, . 440. 20 

Respsctfully submitted, 

w~o•~ 0 . -\--\-°141/"bl_ 




