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October l, l9~6 

Dear Dr. West: I wisb to aoknow~. dge your le tter of 
Sep t e1T1bar :!4t 1 • I am turn. by~c~ -

flicting emotions '.'Ji th 7ef ersnee to Dr • . Eas t .er ~in · d 
her work . I tun form.:i.rdlng her ~:u {;._?~ i , .. !cm 't. -­
wi t i out eny obligation upon t be part or the f'und . o 
g:rant her a ocholarship and f;Veu with t he i'eeling tha t 
it will not be poas:1.ble to fine.nee sue_1 a project us 
s he has in mind . I be.d ~lreud~- antici._puted t.ho. t it 
r.qouJ.d ·trl.ke (tbout five ;vears to e t aeyr:1here on a study 
of t.hi ~· klnd . 

The o.ppHea\l. ti on t11hich I air! s ending 
will uot bn pasaed upon by my department but will be 
sen t to e co,n.nittee whic~1 ruts to do ~it.h the &Hlectio:n 
of outs ia.ndin~ Negroes for grants, u.n.d I ~m quite una ble 
to anttci ;J<'.t te. hct tbE!il· e t.t.i. t ude will be . I simply do 
not ·ish to taJrn tho responsibility of fllil in"' to give 
a study of t his kind €Ivery op1 or tunit:,, for aid . 

I expect to be in flev York 0n Mo.aduy, 
October 5th, and if i t i.s at al l possible I she,.ll a ttempt 
to see y ou. 

:-SOB : rh 

Dr. John B. West, Health Officer 
Centrul Harlem District 
Department of Health 
108 »est 156th Street 
Ne'll7 York, New York 

Copy t o: Dr . Ruth M. Eas 
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