
Trustees, JU.liu.s Rosenwald Fwld. 

Gentlemen: 

April 30, 1928 

I am happy to present herewith to the Tru.atees of the Julius Rosenwald 

Fund certificate for twenty thousand shares of the stock of Sears Roebuck and 

Company. 

\Then the Julius Rosem,ald :b'und was created and sums of money turned over, 

it •s provided that the principal as well as the i ncome might be spent from time 

to time at the discretion of the Trustees and it was ~ expectation from the 

beginning that the entire principal should be spent within a reasonable period ot 

time. J.l'J' experience is that Tru.stees controlling large funds are not only desir­

ous of conserving principal but often favor ad.ding to it from surplus income. I 

am not in sympathy with this policy of perpetuating endowments and believe that 

more good can be accomplished by expending funds as Trustees find opportunities 

for constructive work than by storing up large sums of money f or long periods of 

time. By adopting a. policy of using the Fund within t his generation, we may avoid 

those tendencies toward bureaucracy and. a formal or perfunctory attitude toward 

t he work which al most inevitably develop in organizations which prolong their 

existence indefinitely. Coming gererations can be relied upon to provide for 

their own needs as they arise. 

In accepting the shares of stock now offered, I ask that the TNstees do 

so with the understanding that the entire fund in the bands of the Board both 

income and principal be expended within twent1-five years of the time of my death. 

It gives me great pleasure to offer this additional :fund at the time of the 

first meet ing of the enlarged Boa rd of Trustees. 

Si~ erely yours, 



August iz, 1928 

Dear William: 

)4r. Rosenwald hos just received e. letter from l!rs. 
Dugdale, of which the enclosed is a copy. He is propared to 
go rorward 1'or snother year on the basis of this report. Before 
sending a letter t o Mrs. Dugdale~ to that effect, I thought I 1ould 
nske sure mether or not you have had any corroa ,ondence with her 
since you and I exchaneed letters. Unless you have any questions 
or r eservations, or unless you have already written her, I shall 
send off a letter in 11r. Ilosenwald's bah.elf, aereeing to ppymont 
tor &nother yenr with the understanding tha t the whole matter 
wlll again be reconsidered before any obligations are assw::l&d tor 
a third yeor. 

Mr. William RoselJ.IMMltl~ 
Sear , oelmck ~ Comr<1DY 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

:ERE:UWS 

Sincerely you1·e, 



Nov<J:ilber G, 1928 

Dear Willim:i: Your l etter ot Uova:iber 2 hao arrived and 
I hcve beon bt\lohine up on n::, oeloulus. 

r!e hove not , hafevor. received the previouo letter to irhich 
you rotor, nor tho cal.lay prooto on T.hich I o.ooumo your 
e~o1fic 61J&!Cat1one ore notod. 

i thrut diseusoing differential cquat1onn, 
I 8€1"88 that the impQrtnnt thiD&J tor foundations to do often 
aro in i nverse ratio t o the il:r.lediate relief given by thtn , and 
also 1n i nverse ratio to popul ar intereot. The history of t:ioat 
tunde end philanthropies 1A that tbqr start \"11th the im:lediate 
and conorote 8Ild tond to find thaneel ves moro and moro inter­
ested, as t:l'l'.ie goes on, in prevention and in the l ona- t1.'1e 
effort. 

I think there 1e nothi ng inconsiot-ent w1 th 
opondinc tunds in a ei nel,o coneration, and o.t the om.no tir:10 
ovendlll8 it T11. th a viem t:> f'uture bone:f'i te and particularly 
to the prevanti on or ill o that by wiee pre-v1o1on need never 
mator1al1ze . 

I e.wai t eOBerly t he arrival of' the gallq 
proofe. 

Ur. w1111~ poaen.wal<.\ 
Seers, oebuek & Coml)any 
Ph1la.delplite. Pennsylvania 

Very truly youro, 



Nov em b er 5th, 19 2 8 -
Mr . Edwin R. Embree, 
c/o Julius 3osenwald, 
4901 Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Uy dear Mr . Embree : 

My previous letter to you 
thanked you for the flattering courtesy you extended 
to r.:ie in sending the galley proofs of the Fund ' s 
report . As you know, I a.m in no way connected with 
the Fund, hence I am a little timid about offering 
any suggestions or criticisms . On the other hand, 
I take the greatest i nterest in i ts work; and in 
looking over the proofs, there are certain things 
which appear to me to be of such vital importance 
that I should like to suggest my ideas concerning 
them to you . Of course, you will feel perfectly 
free to make such changes as you see fit. 

As you state in your letter , as 
fa r as the philosophy of philanthropy goes , you are 
•~xposing surfac e" more than is customary in such 

cases. In the material I recogni ze much from your 
original docket; but if my memory is correct , you 
have imp roved this greatly . When we met in Chicago , 
I congratul~ted you on this excellent analysis , and 
especially on the method of attack on the different 
fields and, as a result of our conversation, I am 
convinced that we are in fundamental agreement on 
these matters . A second, and e v en more enthusiastic 
occasion for congratulating you now presents itself, 
for the retort is sing ularly clear and we l l written 
and compare¾I'a-v'o-rably with the Rockefeller F ounda ­
tion report which you enclosed . 

All of the following material 
you would have to reword before using it in a repo r t . 
It is neither as precise nor as thorouzh as I should 
like it to be . 



- 2-

To take up the requested suggestions 
as to changes in subject matter, I should say first 
of all that in r eading over page one :ind the first 
half of page two of the galley proof (pages 5, 6 and 
7 of the report) , I gather the impression all the way 
through that your understanding of father's letter 
was that the present generation should be the ones to 
benefit by the expenditures of the Fund . My under­
standing, and I a m sure father ' s intention, is that 
the Fund should be used during this generation . I t 
may be used on a type of problem from which benefits 
can only accrue to future generations . I have marked 
all the way through changes which would make this po r ­
t ion read differently. The changes are not so much 
in the actual contents as in what they suggest to the 
reader . The emphasis should be on giving help during 
the present generation to the problems it is trying to 
solve , rather than on giving help to the present gen­
eration. At first sight, this may seem like a hair­
splitting difference. My opinion is that its 
su:;gest ive value to the reader, and especially to 
people directly connected with the Fund, would be 
enormous. 

Before reading over your report, I 
jotted down the three or four points which to me were 
mos~ important in the philosophy of philanthropy . 
You may, or may not, agree with them . The first one 
is the most difficult to explain . 

In the realm of philanthropy, the mo st 
obvious benefits are those such as: feeding poor 
children, helping the sick, and in general alleviating 
present misery . One step higher in this thought 
leads one to methods of preventin~ illness and misery . 
The next step higher leads one to the study and in­
vention of methods of prevention . 

To me the most fundamental point in 
the philosophy of philanthropy is that it must be 
something which will have its effect throughout the 
generations to come an~the higher up this scale of 
refinement this effort is, the less will it bear fruit 
during the present generations, and yet the more val­
uable it vrill be. Of course, in any one case, the 
money ,~~b wisely spent; and in any one plane of 
this scale" it must only be distributed after the most 
careful thought and study . Onf\l difficulty in the way 
is that the higher the plane, tlle mo.re difficult it 
becomes to evaluate the various fie~ds in that plane. 
All this is of the most highly bstt-usd nature . 



-3-

Nevertheless, to my mind, it is of the most fundam ent a l 
im po rtance . The logical position of any person dis ­
agr~eing with this is that the help should be given to 
this generation , which is of course most directly aided 
by alms . I must confess that a person taking this 
latter position has every bit as good an argument as 
the person taking the position I suggest . He simply 
says: " I am not interested in future generations•~, and 
nothing under heaven nor on earth can make him be in ­
terested in them . 

Secpndly , corollary of the first -
since the raising of funds for immediate aid is usually 
the more appealing , it is advisable for a fund to give 
to v,ork which has the least possible popular appeal . 
However, the most cogent reason for giving to less 
popular works (it being understood that , as far as can 
be discovered, other f a ctors and considerations are 
equal) is that the more popula r the work the greater 
chance it has of securing support elsewhere . 

The third point I jotted down is that 
the function of a Fund is primarily to assist in the 
discovery and l a unching of new move~ents in the same 
fields of endeavor . 

The fourth point is that the Fund is 
in a particula. rly advantageous position to do this, 
as it is freer from personal influence than is any 
indi vidua 1. 

Fifthly , most philanthropists tend to 
regard money given to work done in their own or nearby 
countries as of greater value than work done in more 
distant or less familiar countries . Natu r ally , in 
certain distant countries, it is impossible to do any 
work at all , due to the unsettled state of their 
politic9.l or social organizations . However, one of 
the greatest duties 0£ the philanthropist who would 
be thorough, is to free himself fron this geographical 
pre£f;z~~ • To do so , he must exert a conscious in-
tell effort , and achieve a truly international 
outlook . The first step in the elimination of any 
undesirable bias is the realization that such a bias 
exists. Whether or not you wish to include 
these basic ideas in your report must be left to you 
and to the officers of the Fund . 

To take the galley proofs and comment 
on t he s u 6 g e st e d c o r re c ti o n s I 1 ave mad e : 

1) A trivial suggestion to conv ~y 1fila.t the 
Fund is an integral part of Mr. Rgsenwald ' s 
personal phi lanthropi es~,-and not--.:t__.o give the 
impression that it is something apart . 



2) I thought that this change would make 
the sentence easier to read. 

3) A typ ograp hica l error. 

4) S ee general comment above. 

5) An elaboration of the idea discussed 
under the hea ding : 0 Materia l Necessities" 
is the pr otection of the cons umer against 
being imposed u p on by something which 
a p p ear s t o him a t t he t i me of p u r c ha s e j u st 
as g o od . This is particular ly nec essary 
in businesses where the consumer is unable 
to cha nge or in which he is infrequently 
engaged; e . g. the purchase of a house . 

6) Thi s mi Jht cause a feeling of resentment 
on the part of doctors a nd I would su ggest 
saying "among those ills which most .... •~ 

7) To my mind , the most important work which 
can be done in co-operating with govern­
ments is to interest them in new fields . 
A s plendid example of this is the work 
of the Fund in int e resting the southern 
sta tes in the rural schools . Uy point 
number three bea rs most directly on this 
paragraph of your re p ort. 

Again thanking y ou for the privilege 
which you have so kindly accorded me , und looking 
f o r ward t o s e e in g you in t he n ea r fut u re , I am 

\7R: CF 



, 

Dear WilliaI:1=:=---

November 10, 1028 

The proof eheeta arrived. Tho delay was 
occaaioned by their 3oing to Bl . is Avenue. 

I h:;vo taken e.dvantOBe or practically all 
of your specific DU€88ations, but I run not tryiD.t to l'l?'ite 
into the 1-eport tho moro general philosophy which you ootliM 
in your letter. Thero will be many reportJ to cane. I think 
i n succeeding editions we r.io.y well e.ophaeize e~ecial ma.ttors. 
In thi a one I ar1 ct,ncenti·trting on ( l) roorcruuzo.ti on, ( 2} 
question of ')OrJetuities , {~} bacY,cround ot rork or other 
t'oundetiors, {4} 8\Zl!O:ll"'/ o:: the off'orts ill Negro rural sc.'t).oola. 

Yc:;,1r point concCJ."ning expenditures durin~ 
this eenoration e.e contrasted uith expenditures for this cen­
eration 1a very uoll tfllren. I ho.vo made tho sovarol changoa 
surneoted by you to shift tho UJ. ho.sis in tllia 1oottcr , end in 
addition I 8!!1 adding a p~a!)h to thio effect: 

"This of course does not mean simply e.ttontion to current 
needs, wi thrut cons1dero.t1on of tho effect upon the 
i'utur~. Efforts I for instance, in the !)l'evention of 
diaeaso actively carr ied out today may beneti t coming 
generations even moro than those noo living; oound 
education, im1)Tovements in livine conditions anri ad­
ditions to knowl edge not only help the ~resent 
conoration but aro the best inheritance to vase on to 
thoae ,1ho aro to follow. tlise stateSI:l!lnOhi]") will 'Plan 
and act so that nresent efforts may have far reaching 
reaulto. " 

This uoint is so sound that I think 1 t ffOll to meke definite 
reference to 1 t in such n paragranh es well es to correct the 
wordine in the other atatemnts. Thank you very much tor your 
counsel md suggestions which are all very hel pful. 



Ur. t'illiam Rooonwnld - 2 11/10/00 

I oont this report to about halt-a-dozen people, 
1nclud1n,:; I.Ir. Vincent or tho Rockefeller Foumation, end I am 
cotting :' n interootinc and vo.luablo co .. immta. Oddly enrugh, 
ov9r1 rum has fixed upon a different eulject for hie major 
attack. The result, 1 think, will be o. !!lUCh better etatoment 
than the one oririnal.l.y prepared. 

Ur. llil.luJ;l Rooenwald 
Seara, floebuek f:. Con.)a.,y 
Philo.del. -hie., l'onnoylvani u 

Ver; t1tly yours , 

.,;..;J 



January 4th, 1929 

Dear ''r . ~r.,bre e : 

Thank you for you . u , J 

draft of the le+ter you propose writing to Qr. 
Fle)!;n~r . :t ratter 3ur 11r..:.ned me, as it differed -so from that -hich, ac·ording to my recollection, 
was our final understanding . Please read care­
fully the fe7 sugBest~ons below, as I have tried 
t o to u ch on on 1 y on e or t w o po int s ,,, Li ch I th i n k 
may d9termine the result. Uith one or two slight 
chanf;es, I think \7e can corre neare- to our mutual 
goal, namely: to interest father in European uni ­
vers:ities . 

As you poinL,d out to ~e, the priI'Ci?al, 
unconocious attraction to fathar is h:s interest in 
Renee . Renee is principa:..ly interest d in '1avir.r; 
him contribute to t'1e University o~ Vienna, ar..d as 
such n contribution vould redound more to the credit 
oft my f~mily-in-law than would any other Suropean 
contribution, father would, I think , be ~ore incl..:.~ed 
to ii v e to it t 1 an he v, o u 1 d to an y o the r . l' at u r a 11 y , 
he would be the last to admit , evon to himself , this 
infl• ence. 

vou also r,u,;ccsted to me th:::.t t'1e 
bro + , r s F 1 ex n e r rat h er under e s t i mu t e th e Uni v e rs it y 
of Vienna as cornp:!red .. ,::.tl, t'1ose of Ge:·mo.ny, a.lthour;l1, 
as I pointed out to you, these universities ~re not 
so urcently in need of help as is the one in Vienna, 
nor are they on the uhole more deserving of assistance . 

Y•our point , if I recall it c;orroctly, 
was t hat i t vr as a mi st a k e t o h e 1 p Vi en n a , a s t ho c it y 
is 011 the doun grade . Later you seemed to agree 
with my suggestion that there vas much to be said in 
favor of helping it just because Vienna is in a 
difficult position, as , althou3h the city itaelf may 



eventually lose its pre - var importance and prestige , 
tho kno~led~e r epreserted by the Unive-sity of Vienna 
as a body ~ill be passed on to the ~ext ge~cration, 
~nd thus not be loct . 

For this r-eason , I an a:: r aid t h r..t if 
you su~gest Germany and Vienna in the same breath to 
1\braham Flex11er, he .. 1i ll i□meclL ... tely reco Dmend giving 
to the Ger~n.n universities . The in::luence mentioned 
above 1'lill be r end0red inactive, and, in my opinion , 
there is little chance of success should things ~ork 
ou t in this way . r:erely st r iking out the wo r ds '' and 
Ger~any " in the opening par agraph would p r event this 
chain of events , and it would aloo make the paragraph 
.., tr on r:e r a n d mo r e a c cur at e . 

Se c on d 1 y , I 110. d 11 o idea that you "' ere 
to o;'.'f'cr "Mr . Flexner a fee "or making a detailed study, 
I thought you were me rely to request his offhand opinion . 
I am afra.:.d thut the fornality of the detailed stuc1 y 
will in the be [; in11ing te nd to f r ighten father a l i ttle , 
although certo.inly one should be nade at a later dato) 
~hen he is ~or e enthusiastically in accord with our 
ideas . 

Thirdly , I ~onder if you could not reword 
the letter so as to make it a little war rne r, that is so 
as to encour age a fri e ndly reply . This mi~~t be in 
par t done by lcavin~ out the last hnlf of the third 
paragraph st~rtinz: "t~aro are too types of thincs thet 
we ini ght do ... ~, a.lt rnatives of ··11,ich r.:r . Flexnor i ::i 
sur ely aware . You mi5ht frame n sqnt ~ce ry~ich i n 
Cour t ,-rould be called " a leading question , that is , 
sor.ieth i ng in tho general tone of : " Don ' t you think 
giving to the Univcrqity of Vienna mieht be a wise 
thing fo r us to do at the present time ? " 

It rrould be i mpossible fo r ~e to tell 
you how much Renee and I appreciate your helpin; us 

i n th is ma t t e r , c 1 t n o ugh I mu st s a y t 1--, at a t t ri e o an e 
t i me v, e f e e 1 , e "" r c , t o n c e r ta i n e x t ~ n t , h e 1 pin 5 y o u • 
The breadth of view you have always rnan~ f esteJ led us 
to confide in yo u as co~pla tely ns ~e have tlo~e ~nd to 
count on your sincere support in achievinG the desi r ed 
end . 

and. your 

"JR : CF 



W I LLIAM ~O;Si~N­

F>HILAOE:LF>HIA 

December 4th , 1928 

De a r Alfred: 

I have not yet had time to 
read t h e book by .J . G. Rice , which you sent 
me; and I can onl y r ~p eat , in unsuer to your 
letter of Novenber 15th , what I have already 
told you - that I a m not a very ent husiastic 
supporter of having father ' s biography written . 

Ho ~ever , I am quite willinB to 
do whatever you request me to do , to get her 
vtith the other children , in this respect , so 
please take my a p proval for granted in making 
a ny plans you wish . I shall alws.ys be de­
li g ht e d to look them over . One thing seems 
certain , a nd that/is that soo e one v!ho can 
devote his full time to the work would be 
preferable . 

Yours, 1/ 

~/~~ 
k ~ l-,._,._J 

0 n., - ~ --,_ t.: 
M~ . Alfred K . Stern , (,VV° r 
ulius Rosenvm l d F..ind , ~ 

Chicago, Illinois . ~~ 

~ . 0- ~ 
~ I 

,r/Jvf 

f . s. 

W!{ : CF 



Jonuary ? , 1029 

Do::ir \. illinra: '!'hon:: you for ~·our not o of 

;'nnum y 4. I ho.ve rcvwoa 

the lotter in acco:rdanco v,i th noot or your sug­

rostionn. I could 11ot bI·ing z:iysclf to }.mt in 

tho 0 lontlinc quonticn" o::.ncc ao you l:nou I ctill 

hn~rc 00·10 rouc:rvations concol'nhir Vienna. 1 thiak 

tho note uo it ston~~ covers the ~ointa that ~o 

For your recordn I w enclooing 

a copy oi" tho lotter oa it ha.o gone out. 

Vc1y truly youra, 

mm:m:s 

f!W N n r, RtE 

enc . 1 

I /· I" 
I i 

)J~\:t 
I Lt'~~. 11hr 

f" 

/ 

) 



9120 CEDAR ROAD 

ELKINS PARK, PA, 

February 14 , 1929 

De a r Hr . ::::more E\ : 

~~/-B_ 

lu-1,-lcaso illform me Will 

whether or not l'r . .... ilbur C. Phillips , 18 

East 41st Street , New York City , is the man 

who approached father with a achene fo r 

pr otecting consu1°ers , the files of vrhich you 

sh ov,ed me . 

Thai kin's rou in advance for 

your uttention , I am 

Yours very truly , 

hlr. Edwin R. Smbr cP, 
Julius "osen~ald Furd , 
925 South Homan Avenue, 
Chicago , ,.ll i rtois . 

V!R : CF 



Dcc.r \ ill io.::.: 

~ 
li'ebruary 10, 1029 

\ ilbur C. •h.illips ii-: tho mnn 

,•ho p:t•ecmted to you1· f e. i,hc:r 

a cchume for organi 7'i ll£ c-:>n~um,-rs. J hap:pcn to have 

l::nomi somothin,.. atout this rmn, He ii; f•.ill of 

brillinnt idcar; . t.n1'01·tunately it does not cccm 

to mo that his r0cora. i r: c ,iUtLll:,, cllstln,=t.iohcd in 

execution. 

Very truly your. , 

.J~ : 

-~ ~,m-->?.tn.:jcnf."(l!O. __ a,;,,,.fi.M\IHt R. E W! :g pr-~ 

01r.o Cedar Road 
'!!:lkino .t-or k 
"cunn,rl vn.--iin 

J r( 
-J [1~~1-

h~~J l flliU. r _) 

J 
.-, 

_ ,.,I 

; 
/ 

I 



W ILLI AM ROSENWALD 

4840 ROOSEVELT BOULEVARD 

PMILADELPHIA, PA, 

(J 

Dear :Mr. Embree: 

March 4th , 1929 

Thank you for your letter 
of Febr uary 19th. 

As always , I am agreeable 
to any suggestion for biographer. It seems . 
offhand, that David Lawrence is better t han 
any yet suggested , except for the one objection 
you mention - his being a Jew. 

}lease count on my support for 
whatever may be decided by the other members 
of the fanily in this connection. 

Mr. Edwin R. Zmbree , 
Julius Rosenwald Fund , 
925 South Homan __ venue , 
Chicago , I llinois . 

VlR : CF 

Sincerely, 



WILLIAM ROSENWALD 

4640 ROOSEV£l..T BOULEVARD 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Dear Mr. Embree: 

March 5th , 1929 

Thank you for your letter 
confirming my guess that Mr. Phi llips is 
the man whose folder I had previously seen. 

Mrs . Alexander 11. Hadden 
writes to me enclosing a copy of a letter 
written to the Foundation, dated February 
13th. I availed myself of the services of 
the Students ' International Union in Geneva , 
when I was there in August and Sertember 
1925, and I found it doing an extremely 
useful piece of work: giving the students 
an opportunity to meet students of other 
nationalities, and making the student life 
in Geneva more agreeable and interesting. 

I , myself , contribute to this 
organization, and if the Foundation is in­
terested in encouraging this type of wor k , 
I can heartily recommend Students ' Inter­
national Union I nc . to them. 

Sincerely yours , -1/ 

Mr. Edwin R. Embre/~..;::,., --­
Julius Rosenwald Foundation, 
Chicago , Illinois. 

'llR: CF 



Door Willi ams V1e have not been negleot1n e t be V1e1111& 
profeoaore 1n w J:on you are 1ntereeted • 

In answer 1n my letter, w, bad sane weokB ago the enclosed 
reply trcm Abrohem F.lexner. To this , after oonsulti.Dg with 
J.tr. RoeeDlWild, we eent too tollot71ng oablea 

"WILL J;'Rl'l'E REGARD:UO LASr L.L!i.'TE:A BELIEVE 
WE SHOOW PROBABLY OONTINOE Im'ERE&r OUR• 
SELVBS OtTLY IN VlmY EXCEPTI<Jat OASES. " 

1'e ha~ not bad further oord tran IA'. Flexner . Copy- ot my 
tollowtna l etter to Flexoor is also enclosed. 

Xt occurs to me that you my be interest• 
od 1n ooioo of the top1co that we are proposing to brblg up be­
fore the 'l'rt.wtcee o.t the~ meeting. Ilop1n6 toot you ore, I 
em enclooiJJG herewith tentative drafts oonceming three itel'IE: 
(1) New School !'or Social Research, {2) Southern Fellowships 1n 
the Socinl. Sciences, (3) Exceptional Colleces am un1vereities. 

'l'his third 10 not 1n docket term but is sim­
P~ a preltmimcy ioomrondum v.h1oh l have sent to your father 
am one or two otoors by we.y ot eettinB t.be matter tonnul.o.ted 1n 
our minds. I shall bo very glad to have a~ co.moonta that you 
care to rmke on these papers. 

ERE&meB 

~ .William Rooen~~ 
Son.re , noobUck and Co pmy, 
Philadelphia, Ponn. 

Very truly yours, 

EPWIN R. EMBREE' 



- -...; 

WI LLIAM ROSENWALD 

.... ~~009'~~~ 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Dear 1:iss Sargent : 

~-Ugll.St 19th , 1929 

_lease sign the carbon copy as 
' 

witness end nave :.1iss _.art in do likewise , 

then mail in the enclosed envelope . 

rim. Ro sen·•,ald. 

Liss :.:argaret Sargent , 
Sears , ~oebuck anu Co ., 
Ohicabo , Illinois • 

• 'R : u:' 



CMARLES B . STUME:$ 

ARTHUR A LOEB 

GENERAL AGENTS 

PENN MUTUAL LIF"E INSURANCE CO. 

STAN DARD TRUST BUILDING 

112 WEST ADAMS STREET 

TELE:PHONI'. RANOOLP" 0!5eo CHICAGO 

August 14 , 1929 

Mr . William Rosenwald, 
c/o Sears-Roebuck & Company, 
Chicago, Illinois . 

Dear Mr. Rosenwald: 

we are returning beneficiary paper s 
which you signed properly but overlooked the 
sheet underneath . Will you kindly sign this 
duplicate copy and return both of the papers 
to this office? 

With ldndest regards, we beg to remain 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
GENERAL ~S '; 0:--":t. . 

AAL:AEB 



November 25, 1929 

Doer i,'ill lrun: You will be inter·eato<l to know, I am sure, fas.t the trustees 
took very kindly to the momo,..andum on Program ,,rta ?ollcies . 

While I kno:, 7our dcsL•e to soe the .l"und cn-·~e-;ec:l in even inore recondlte activities, 
I c.m sure thls wns the propor prenent ste? . TLoy took the propos als hoof, bait 
and sinker, rnc:i while timy did not, nct.ur lly c.'311 for thcr:,, I think ntt>r(> ,J:Jy be 
offered the:,1 in ti10 courr.e of a yea.-r or so, wit.'1. good e.xpectnLion of i'lnding 
their r.ppetites whetted. 

The specliic voteo adopted nru the follor1L15: 

RESOLVED ..,hrt the trust.oc,3 ex1:1rcan cm interest in ,,entfll hy 'iene,ospccltilly as 
it; lfi'ects child growtL o.nd the treining of t>ersonncl £or the educntionP.1 
en, modic,.:i. a.,plictttions of ncnttl hyi;i-ene, t.nd t.l.c t the 't!ustees express 
an lntero':jt in experbonts end t.he de·,,reloc>ment 01.~ new si tuntions tn 
education . 

RESOLVZD that the trustees expre:J::; sn :'lnt•.?rost ln sir;niflmint .1roj 'lCt..s fol' im­
provenent in the ndni~Lstrs.tion of i ovcrnmcnt, in s .. uJie::; mr-1 iem~n­
strations iu t.l'i.c opplication o! soclcl scb1.ce ud i.n L: , ;,ro:r.otion 
of the socicl oeicnces, especially in situr tions whore the i.dvence­
mont micrht be cxooctod to contribute hel ,rt,Uy to oth6r )rogrrJns 01' tho 
li\md. 

in addition, specific co.c:imant~ Wt:tt·e made to a number of projects 
in these nev; fieldu , i ncludlng the montel hyiienc ,10t"k in 'l'oronto, tho City 
Managers ' Associe.t5-on end n t:1ird of o. mi l.iion to Swartlunore . 'j,'hi:3 seen~ to me 
pretty good progreos for e. board which Ut1 to a ye: r 1• ;o h::-d done nothing but build 
rurcl schoolhouses wi tn individual contributions r.ml';ln : from $20J t o c. noxir:ru.r;i 
of t2, JOO. 

I ru:i not .L'orJettine your invitation to B philoeophicf,l and 
mather.iaticcl dis..:rnsion ln P: . .:.: . .:Jolp:.ia . I hereby .-:r.ger ten dollcrs thct I 
£cc~pt it ~itnin si~ty doys . 

On tho Willlet.. Rosenwal d Trustoe /:ccount #'6, s..,ocko ht..vo boen 
purchllsed ·totalling about €;49, 0JO . Dotvilcd sta.tcr.:cnt c01:ce:rnin; t ls frvr:: the 
brokers will be sent tn the ne--~ future, as ru..so tho life in::rut·once policy, whlch 
is in fae wo::.--ks . 

Mr . T.illicm Rosonw~ 
'"'S"etir·o; ~£~"'company 
Philc..del '.ie. 
Pennsylv~nla 



WILLIAM ROSENWALD 

4 ~0 !5 EVE LT tr~~ 

F=-HIL.AD l!!: LPH I A. PA. 

(f 

'T ~ .. ~o .(>or ., 1.mr lett •r 
of -·ovem· "r :-.:~th. I sh .... 11 -1 C..ly ace J.._ t 
-·o 1r bet , - ... be'u' i <., t· t ;"OU ill ot 
visi:; o bafo~e J._ 1 ry 2~~h; ~10 ct kos J 

For :y con731ie ce , I ·ould 
o."'rrec.i ":ie ~our 'oi ,.,. tll -';}-3 "tr ~-·.n..., on 
r., el.. .4,. ,,r;, J"' .. i. - t . rr;is uee ~cc~u.. " 1, D .: rou..,n -ue 1. , '!:'l. 1 

D 

& Co ., us t· ·s • -~~ 1·Ae. tho &.1.., .ts s,. r-
t '1 d. 1 t, u -v e r J ~ • c 3 c e "'"'it ;y o: o ~ o i lt, 
1. r ta bookc. ~ho~ ... re to 1 old all tLe 

stoc·:s to ';i:1 l ..,rod.it )f tliut 2.CCO l t . If 
1y :ocl L • .. iv"'· :ie· J.,7 ·v :rd , I"') ::;c :::-A"!iurn 

~·iori :;o tc:1 , l.:.tri .. ~ C?., "' c->:l t"':-al . 

.... ut.'..c3J. ~- ._'; il b :i. .. i1:.., fif.1-;y 
s' j_"".)S o.,... _,3• ror' "'e:nt::." l , :·ou c..lt.o bo~:i.It 
t' e :-· ~·1,..s. .. lt:i,01...,· c n ru ·~r ~.; .d ,>.:>u:::-
<1O.:. _,-:;·is, C. '-i '3 t .'..lYOlv~· 17 S ·1 o.i....,-
li..,,ic +, I"t:::-u .... t ..,.Ju, Ll: ....... r cl te :;·1 t t· e 

t ~sr e ~ 1S-3d ::Cvr l Lrc" sas "or ..,";:...•ic~­
l~r ir:o.·,.,·o t .u:::-... se., to :ie omed outri...,ht. 



~ Dece:nbcr Bl, 1929 

My dear VIilliam: I am hoping to be in the East 
for the most of next wee~. I 

a.l!l not; sure that this will be o. convenient time to 
you for our proposed l eisurely discussion of Fund 
work. I shall teleph~ne you from New York. If this 
is not a convenient season for you, I think we can 
arrange another !!looting later in the t!onth. 

I &'ll enclosing a statement from 
Stein, Alstrin showing the present condition of ':rt~!3tee 
Account Uo. 3. The only chan;e that I run planning in 
the account is the exorcising of rights in tho case 
of Mew York Central which will nrJ.d five shares ot ~"....e 
comoon stock of thnt connany to the preSi.mt holdings. 
All of the ~tocks, with~~~ exception of Colorado Fuel 
and Iron, are, 'l.t the moment, lower than tho prices et 
l"th1.ch they wore bought. Ho,:,revcr, one hes hopes of a 
nore favorable market after the New Year. 

Very truly yours, 

'ERE:F 

Ur. i'iilllam Rosen.mild 
care of Sears, Roebuck and Company 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

enc. 1 



March 15, 1950 

Deer Willicm: Your note of l~ay 11 asked for an answer r.t 
my cerliest convenience. I ao roe.kine it i'ii'teen 

minutee after your note reached my desk, which hns allowed simply 
time for me 1,,0 1·and iJ' [~d to do a little thinking-, Ia this :~/ 
;prompt enough? ✓ J,,/ 

A era all for tho ~roposul to oake it p sible 
for the Fq.b~ So~iety to give body to t~1e ·\.dens on i ernetional 
n.ffeirs of the left wing . I don' t know Uitrv.ny, but I do know 
a nu?:lber of the other peo!>le referred to end they are just tlie 
ones that, to oy mind, should have cheir day i.n court. O! 
cour~e, we would not want international O?inio.n to bo dictrtod 
by them, but there is no dnnger or their position beinJ over­
emphasized. Tho danger if' that it will not be tekcn into con­
sideration nearly enough. r wee t't first fri,~ttoneo by the 
word "endowment" but I see what they v.re pro.)Osinz is sir.iply 
support for a five-yerir period. 'fhtt sccr2s to zie just riJht . 
A perpetuity set up under such~ grou~ r.ould be luel1 to 
become ns wooden and stodgy as in aey other case, but certPinly 
these peo_>le cnn bo trusted to do vslunble things for at lersst 
five yea~s . 

I think thls would be an excellent ct.use for 
you to put in whatever r..ttount would be your share. 

ERE:MS 

Mr. \':illiam Rosenl'i<" s:l 
=sears, ~buck ~ Co::i;,r.ny 

Philedelphln, Pennsylvania 

Ver✓ truly yours, 

EDWIN R. EM BRfE 



March 17, 1950 

Dear William: I have juet aeen the ner,s rele::i.se 

of the U.A. A.C.P. reporting thnt your 

conditionnl 6ift has brought in pleuges 0£ i5,445 a 

yea.:r for three yem·s to thnt arnociation. The recent 

repor,:; of President 1.ycielotte cnnouneed your gift of 

i-i's,ooo, under re:narkubly generous teres, to Swarthmore. 

fil,.ilc a great :rnany people will doubtless continue to 

criticize the fact that you do not give liberally to 

local charities, to my mind you are going about your 

philanthropy in a statesmanlike manner. 

ERE:DC 

Ur. Tlilliam IlosQX1.11ald 
- ~~ c.oebuck and Compnny-­

Philadclphia 
Pennsylvania 

Vory truly yours, 

t'W\N R. EmsRE 
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I-larch 51, 1930 

:Iiy dear Wi2:Lian: 

ments r:,.:.ght be conducted m.t.'1 n ":.ow to Gf3cing r.!lcthcr 

on t.~ u llll.P.i:,or Qf T':.',f fritmds .!n ,:.o~o~v vncl chc::-::1.r.try. It 

wouJ..rl bt.1 u v.orlc-.-ti.1::..ki:l~ c.v.mt ii' 1:1..r.yth.i.."lg C{'.S.e of such 

exµo.rir.1::c lio.;eve!" unli.ka.ly thoy ore to ,~rk out ,?OSl-

ERE: DC 

Mi· . rlilliam Rosomvtld 
Seo.rs Roebuck a.."ld eompeny 

Philadcl,)hia 
Pennsylvania 

Ve1·y t ruly j\JUXi::.1 

tPWIN R. £ E 



Sears ,Roebuck and Co. 
Executive Offices 

Phi+adelphia, Pa. , 
April 3rd, 1930 

., - - -· - . - - -- . . 

ERE! _ CZfl.f.,, 
Mr. Edwin R. Embree, 
Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
Department 702X, 
Chicago Store. 

Dear Mr . Embree: 

-

-- --

. 

It would help me greatly if you could write 
to me and tell me if the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund has been giving away 90% of its income. 
In figuring this 90%, money paid out as 
taxes can be included in gifts . The exact 
paragraph of the income tax law which I 
have in mind follows: 

"If, during the taxable year and each of the 
10 preceding taxable years, the amount con­
tributed in all the above cases combined plus 
the amount of income, war-profits , or excess­
profits taxes paid during such year in respect 
of preceding taxable years exceeds 90% of the 
taxpayer's net income for each such year , as 
computed without the benefit of this article , 
the full amount of such contributions and 

. - --

f/7 

gifts made within the taxable year is deductible. 
(See section 120)" 

If the Julius Rosenwald Fund has not been giving 
away the proper money for the last ten years, 
for the last how many years has it been doing 
so? 

Could you also please tell me if the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund pays income tax on its income? 

WR : L lliem Rose~wald 



April 7, 1950 

My dear William: In reply to your lotter of April 3 
I may report that the Julius Rosenwald 

Fund ha~ beon ( i ving away more thml 90% oi' i tD income during 
all the yoe.rs of i!1Y acquaintance ,nth it. At present, of 
course, we are giving aHay not only al:. of tho incom0 ~t 
n ~ood deal of the principal each year . This Fund, incorp­
orated ao a charitable corporation undor the laws of the 
State of Illinois, is free of all ta.~es. For this reason 
exact records of the percentage of income nctua.lly dis­
persed were not kept during the enrly years. So far, how­
ever, as the period of careful account£ng and auditing is 
concerned, evory year shows dispensing of more than 90% 
of the income. 

ERE:DC 

J!r. Willia.'11 Rosenwald 
--Sears Roebuck and Company 

Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania 

Very truly yours, 

tPW\N R. t MBREE 



r , , 

' I 
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PRIVATE WIRE 
SEARS, RoEeucK AND Co. 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

' I 

\.. I ,- l 

1'2635 

•r 

= 



Dear WHlirun: By a.11 :i.eens attenJ the ceremonieo at the 
Uurses ' Home of Uorcy Hospital. 'l'his ts ono 

of tho best of the smsllor !fogro l:ospitols, ti·ouih it is still 
ir. -;oor.quarters und struggling along with inadequate funds . 
As you know, the Julius Rosemr.: .. ld :F'Un i J ... ve C36, uOJ t owfrrl the 
rocent drivo. I run hoping that the interest stirred up in 
Phile.delp:.ln nt thot time 11111 menn incretising suprort fron 
locul sources f or the institution. It hao an excel lent informal 
arrnngoment with the Phipps Clinic whereby Dr. Minton, '.!hi.ef of 
staff or Mercy lloopital, serves as one of t!1e iJhysiciens of the 
clinic and whereby a numbar of nurses ere taken for special 
training ut. the cli::1ic in out-patient uork i.n tuberculosis 
familie~. 

If you nre called upon to opeuk, I think it 
would be pro~er to malco rofercnce ll) to t:10 diatreaning dif.1.'e"'­
(';,1Ce ln tho dent!l rates of Negroes Pnd whites in th.is country; 
( t ) to the i'!ict thc.t an i!:lprover:1ent in thv gono:-r.l nvtlonnl death 
rate oay 100st easily bo had by reducing the ~orta.lity in this 
si~le grou; or the population, whoso deaths are well obove 
t1hat should be allowed in o.ny civllized countryJ (5) to tho 
f eet that Negro death mid sicl.-no$G ccn be in.fluenced only as 
tiospi tal i'e.cll ities are built up :o t" the race end as physi c ions 
and nurses fro:n their own group are adequately trained for 
profossiv.w.l Ytork; (4) to the fact tl,a.t w: ites and ?:egrocs 
hnve conn.on interest in the reduction o!' sickness and thus 
a. CO!I' .. 'llon interest in l .nproving public heal th faciliti es for 
c..11. 

I ao enclosing n reprint o!.' a paper whic)i I 
prepared nbout two yecrs ~go on this generiJ. subject, which 
will give you SO!:l.e i'ncts a.nd somo general be.ckiround. 

Very trnly yours, 
E1E: ,:S 

Ur. William Rosenwald 
- ~ ec~'"~~ 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvc.nia 



May 26, 13~0 

.iy dear 1ill1a.;;i: 

bullet:!.!l of tho In~o1·.'la.t.to:1al Union t'.1:lt you n1.y en.re t" look 

oYcr. D:> not troubla to return it. / 

As yon may how, thare is a ScriJps Founda­

tion for the ::itudy of population problems, the president of 

which is Dr. Wsrran S. Thomnson. Ho a~d his associ ates are 

de•,oting thc:::cclvcs to a ~tudy of t..l-1e subject fro"l n nu.'!lber of 

an;los. A. recent smnll :;::iopular volume iasued by Dr. Thompson 

i~ entiUed "D[!llgcr Spots 1n ~orln Population." If you find 

yourself interested you can easily obtain a copy through any 

b:>ok dealer. 

EREzDC 
O."'lC. 1 

Mr. Ylilliar:1 Roeemrald 
Sc::irs, P..oeb:tc end""'~~pf'ly 
P~iladelphia 
Pcnnsyl van:t.a 

Very truly yours , 

EllWIN R. EMBREE 
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Octobor l , 1951 

Dear Lh·• oscnrmld: Mr; :;torn ~anted y.:>u to 

h vo t :ie t'ollo\71.n • nnme 

and address: 

Guitol Llontnr;ue 
579 UPdi on .ve~ue 
1:ot :&:or ~l tJ 

{!~porter of antique 
jer,elr,1 ond Dllver) 

Ver., truly youro., 

Ur. illi n ~,o .. cn• J.d 
r;,.. '!' ?~e~ 
Phil delphis, Pennsylvc.nle 



WASHINGTON LANJ 
WYNCOTE, PENNSYLVA IA 

A l(S n-- vJ Al(J 
' 

Hov Er.1 bar 23rd , 

Dear Sir ... 1 : 

I shall read \,ith a great 
dea 1 of interest the Sumnu ry Report of 
the ~arge Scale Operations Committee , 
uhich just arrived . Thank you for 
sending it . 

'.:he tno IOOL who c ene to see 
you in l,ew Yo r1:: are : 

Geo rue ,lh1;1rton _e:p:per , J .... . , 

() 

--

1608 .l ... lnut Stre1..+ , ... hiladel.hia ~ 

::riCTnel , ?.0 
10 Sou~h 18th Street , :hiladelphiv. . /I -' ./ 

and Fatime. 
Renee joins ue in love to you 

7R : CF 

. .u:. .Ll.lf'rod ::. Ste::-11 , 
Julius Rosenrn:ild Fund , 
900 Sr·1t,._ Homan Avenue , 
Chical o , Tllinois . 



Feb~uary 11, 1932 

Dear Mr. Hoscm-mld; r "Y I tho.nk you in I l' . 

,,tern• s abs<";nce for the 

articlo, 11The l'uturo of Bui· ding Gcnstr uction, 11 

which you ,1ent to hl!!l . It r1ill ~ t brought to 

his ctt·ent ion upon his rc t.u.rn . 

r r ... r n ; ~ e .... ) .-"'r;· n 1 ,1 
: O"l.'S .• oebuck and .:> .. ,any 
Roo evc't l oulevar 1 
Philadelphia, Pennnlyvn."lia 

Verr trul:•- yonrs, 

0. H. MATZ 
1/ecrew.ry "t "J 

lh- . Stern 

/( 
jj~~1 
J•~ilf 
tr111fr'. ~ . 

• ✓. 
j b-

;I J J I F'. 

r- r / 
I 

_) 
~_J 

- .J r 
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Dear M~. Rosem,ald: l have written person•llly t.o 

.Jr . Cn1;:ist in .1.~esponae to ht::; 

he receives .,;y note (fro.a a .letter ad1resssd to Dr. 

LeJu,1 oy Le:-m.tna Rosenwald) that the questlon ol !:.he 

Berlin dcnt-1 cl1nil'.: is eo:i1plicat.~a by t.he death of 

tlr. tlv,.,em1ald, 1.na o.t beat the ,i1ole matter V?ill 

Ellli:I.tLU 

Mr. t. .1.lliarn .ttosenwuld 
4640 Roosevelt Doulevard 
?uilc1u.el):1ia, Penr.cylvania 

Vor:1 truly yours, 

tPWIN R. EMBREE 

- ~ r I. I 

iJ~~~ 
Jr.[3ff, 6,/ 
u .. 

ti 

-r-

~ .._,.. __/ 
l.,1 J J j r 

r', ., 
·- .J 

( / 

-- _J 

f ( 



----

Copy sent to him 
Grand Hotel , Vienna 9/60/3~ 

~eptcmber 7, l9St 

Dear ,illiam: iihen you ara nsxt in Chicugo, with . little 
time on your hsnds, l shculu lik,;, to lrnve 

another talk with you cbout the J ulius Rosem,ald .t'una. 

I hope thnt thlo f ll you mll be el octed 
a trustee of th!? J'una, and th!lt you ill be willJ.n.., to join our 
forces. f-fe shill be at the begi nni."lt. of' a new ph ,se of the l'und I s 
activity, one Vihlch may be much more interest,lng than any r-:e hnve 
been thr .. ugh bet'oro. The shrinkL'lg of ·our c:ipitul 1·e.,ou.rces 
forced UJ>on us a. reducti on oi' our appropriCtti ons to current sup­
port of institutions, uni finally brought cl ont to ter~d.n~tio~ 
all or our proscnt pro"'1· ms. Our execuLiva staff has boon re­
duced to a minir..UC1 and ouc· comitments, both a~t· .. l end icplied, 
are being rapidly cloaed out. Therefore, if' nd .$ our capital 
resources i:nprove , we are free to contemplate nu. d.n1s of nc­
tivlty almost n:, 11' 1':e ve1~e otarting as a new i'oundation. 

Tnl s is Just the tlrue when 'fie need new 
m1nds in our councils anc mn, idean. It is Just the tios, thero­
i'ore, a t r.hich I shoulu like to see ;you ..:ome activel y into our 
directing bot.1.rd. 

About t!li.., Hna u number of i d.can tha.t w.·e 
rumbling in m:r mind I Ytnnt to tnlk T:ith you at the f'ir~t con­
ver..ient opportunity. 

Very truly your~, 

Llill, MLU r. 

filr . W~r•;.i,Jk,a r u •~ o..,. 
b.11 ~tW % s ~ 

"'"te&rs, ltoebuck encl Company 
• Philadel1-hia 



7 
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ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

SIGNED 

FORM NO. O99cfl 



Noverube.r 15, 1952 

Dcn:t· M-r. Ro~en ,o.ld; ! n~v'.l the honor to infcrr.1 you 

thttt. u., a ineetir.u of th• a bars 

o!' tho Juliue Rosenw ... J.1 Funct, held Nove,ilb 1· 1:., you 

-!'£.! el ct d ... eubcr &Jld trust c cf the Fur..1 to serve 

tmtil tho an.ni.uu. meetlat of 19.>5. You were also el1Jcted 

a c...:bcr cf the co........ittec tc brin .i.r1 no, .. -4ns.t.'t'Jns of nou 

m~mbers of tho Fund and of its co1!l..1itt0en ,~t t.h {.u.ll.ual 

Com.mi t te • a.c·e ilcurdslcy .P..u,111 anc. ,, • , . lilox,.mder . 

. care o.111.1eli~tea ano. honored 

to buve you ~crv~ with ~s. 

Very tro.l.J yours, 

Via"lllu, Austria 
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