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Dr . 3asterling gr aduated from Tufts :Uiedical College in 1921, and 
was licen sed by t he Massachusetts Sta te Board of ::11edical Examiners , 
by e::-camination, in t h...at same year . She served one year of genera l 
interneship at the metropolitan Hospital , Hew Yor k City, and 
practiced medicine in Crunbridge , Yas sac husett s from 1922 to 1928. 
During that time she became interested L1 t he laboratory manife s­
tat i ons of di sease, and was associated vrith Dr . Wi lliam • :a:inton, 
Director of Wassermann Laboratories i n t he State of IJassachusetts . 
For a period of tvrn years s he worl::ed i n the Boston Dispensary and 
Wasseri.-1a.nn La.boratories in Boston. Here her interest wu.s particu-
larly dravm t o the -serological reactions o f tuberculosis , with t he 
ultimate aim of str i k i ng upon s ome mean s of making a serological 
diagnosis of t his di sease be fore the a ppearance of clinical or 
Roentgenological findings . 

In October 1931 Dr . Easterling took up e. ploy:ment in t he labora­
tories of the Veterans I AdrJ.inistration :?acility at 'l'uskegee , 
Alabama . For a period of a pproxima tely tvro years s he continued 
her exper i:nentation on serological r eactions of tubercu losis , in 
c ollaboration with Dr . John B. ~Jest (now District Hea l th Offi cer 
in Central Harlem, New York City ) through permission from the 
Vecer ans ' Administration. The tu erculosis serv i ce at Tus ke gee 
was ter mi nated, by executive order , on July 24, 1 934~ and t heir 
i nve sti gations had to be suspended due to lack of clinical case s 
and serum. 

Dr . Easterling is very anxious to continue her e xperimentation, and 
is re questing a grant in _order t o c ontinue the 1wrk unhfuupered by 
routine exruJ1i na tions . ::,he can get J.aboratory facilities at Har­
vard Un b rersity; Dr. Zinsser will offer unlimited assistance ; Sea 
View Hospital in Hew York can fur nish suffic ient b lood for t he 
pur pose; and i t is her hope to obtain a better grade of tuberculin 
t ha.n has yet been produced. 
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