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My dear lMr. Smith:

I wish to have a few words with you on the subject of Rosenwald schools.
I understand that you have adopted the policy to discontinue aid to cne-room
buildings, and after this session to two-room buildings.

My impression is that the adoption of tiis policy will very seriously
retard the movement to improve the negro schools in the south, and this for
several reasons: In the first place, an efficient system of consolidated
negro schools would be impossible of rsalization in Louisiana at thiz time,
for the reason that public sentiment will in most parishes not support plans
of transportation at public expense; and in the second place, one- and ‘two=room
sehools are essential in the case of both races in proper systems of consolida-
tion. There is not the least doubt in my mind that in this State we have carried
consolidation entirely too far., We have elinimated one- and two-room schools
and provided for the transportation of the children to large schools when a great
deal of money would have been saved, and nothing lost in efficiency, by teach=
ing the children of the lower grades in these smaller schools and transporting
to larger schools only the children in the upper grades. It is my opinion that
in the great majority of cases the negro ehildren should be taught in the small
schools through, say the, fifth grade, and that if transportation is to be pro-
vided it should be only for the upper grade children.

It seems to me that a much better planffor the guidance of your Board
would be the requirement that you be furnished/with a very definite program
looking several years ahead, containing such ihformation ag the loeation of the
different negro schools, the size of each school, the amount of tramsportation
that would be provided, and the reasons upon which the program is based. If
such a plan were employed, L1 think you would see the wisdom of meking pro-
vigion in many cases for one- and two-room negro schools. The argument
applies just as strongly in the case of white schools.

I trust that this matter may have your best consideration, for it is
ny judgment that a great mistake will be made and progress seriously hampered if
you should adopt the policy of discontinuing aid to the smaller schools.

With best wishes and assurances of highest personal regerds, I aT
‘ .‘ Yours sincérely-; ;. '

St&%e—Superin
| '



Junmuary 16, 1931

Dear Mr. Harriss In withdrawing {rom the ome- and two-teacher schools,

1 an sure you umderstend thet we ure not signifying
by this act that there is no further need for building these schools. e
realize that there will =zlways be 2 demand for cne- :nd tao-teacher schools,
but the oirficers and Board of Trustees noeessarily have to limit the Fumd's
activities in schoolhcuse comstruction since it hss gone into mamy other
puiegtalsyork, giving particular stiention to intensive svork meking im-
portan¥t demonstrationa. In keeping with this plan we have withdrszwn from
the one-tencher school the present school yesr amd propose o withdraw aid
from the two-teacher school next year., You will reesll thet Mr. Rosenasld
began with the one-teacher school im 1013-14, and the two-tescher in 1816-
17, while sid on the larger types was nod given till 1920-21., 1t secems
that from 12 to 15 yeers is smplie time for philapthropy to atimulate any
ons type of building. We hope that the demonstration is sufficisnt to
carry the work on without loss of momentum.

The officers are open-minded snd would be willing to
study end consider any well worksd out progrem of schoolhouse construe-
tion on & county-wide basis. 1 am sure you will sgres with me thut too
many of the one- and two-te:zcher schoola have been huilt without very
careful study and survey of the coumbies or districte to see whether
larger schools should not have been built, 2nd as a result we are some-
timss called upon mow.te help tuild o comsclidated Negro school im wshich
one- and two-teacher Rosenwald schools are sbandoned,

Ve shall appreciate your suggsstions on sny phase.
of the Fundls activitiss at any time and want to essure you that it
is the purpose of the officers to be &s helpful as possible to the
states in their progrems end polieciess

Sincerely,

SL3sme J

Mr. T. H. Harris,
Stote Department of Eduoc:tion, _ o J
Buton Houge, Louisiana.
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MI’. S- Lo Smth’
502 Cotton States Building,
Nashville, Ternessee.

Dear Yr, Smith:

In this letter I shall attempt to explain the situation
which has developed in the case of Armant School in St, James Parish.

Early in the year 1929, Superintendent R. P. Lowry
invited me to visit St. James Parish with a view of advising with
him about the negro school situation in general and a building at
Central on the east side of the Mississippil River and at Armant on
the west side of the Mississippi River in particular,

¥r. Lowry showed me a six-room school building with
concrete basement, built of excellent cypress material, hardwood floors,
above standerd size classrooms, in excellent state of repair except

for the roof which he proposed to replace. After looking the building
over carefully I agreed that it could be made to conform to the Rosen=-

wald standards and pointed out what should be done to have it meet
these standards. These things included a new roof, repainting inside
and out, rearranging and enclosing a section of the basement for home

economics, and placing an additional window in the front of the class-

room, Mr. Lowry stated that he had no funds available with which to
make these alterations, repairs, and changes, and acting upon his
assurance that these things wovld be done I submitted the inspection
report as though the work had already been completed and mailed him

our check No, 2163 on Nay 7, 1928,

Several weeks passed before 1 heard any more from the

project and it was some time in the month of July when Mr, Lowry told
me that the white people of the cormunity had begun to build homes and

improve the property around the school building and to urge him and the

school board through a petition not to permit the building to be used

for a negro school. He stated that he feared that if he proceeded with
the work that the building wald be burned. Again, the land on which the

school was built was donated by a citizen and this eitizen objected to

the use of the school as & negro school. Mr. Lowry s?hted that he.

thought that with patiently working with these peopl
time he would be able to persuade them to withdraw

thet in & short

jeir objections

and permit him to proceed with the work om the builﬁ'ﬁ§ ¥r. Lowry

| |
(] ‘.., i
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stated that he had deposited the Rosenwald money in a separate account
and aegsured me that it would remain there until such time as the build-
ing project could be corpleted in accordance with our originel agreement.
8ti11 believing that he and a few other citizens who were interested

in the project wald be able to complete it, I permitted the funds to
remain there.

During the early part of this present session I visited
St. James Parish again and learned from Mr. Lowry that the situetion
in this school would be hopeless and that his plan now is to tear the
building down and rebvild on a new site. MNr. Lowry is perfectly willing
now end has always been perfectly willing to return the funds which he
has on deposit and which I have asked him to return.

A few miles away another building in excellent condition
and which meets all the Rosenwald requirements has been abandoned by the
white school through consolidation. This building, the St. Louis School,
is now available for colored children. It contains six large classrooms,
principal's office, and industrial room, all constructed in accordance
with Rosenwald building standards. I had though of suggesting a sub-
stitution of this building for the original Armant bdbuilding. The only
condition here which is unfavorable is that the large site on which the
school was once located has been reduvced to about sn acre on account of
the i ssiseivpi River levee which has been moved to within a few feet
of the front of the building. The levee at one time was two or three
hundred yards from the f ront of the building. It will be possible to
obtain an additional acre or two of land in the rear of the building.

I am enclosing two pictures - the first showing the Armant
building as it is today after having been vacant for more than a year
and being the object of abuse from unfriendly citizens which causes it
to make a very much poorer appearance now than it did at the time I agreed
to accept it, and the other picture shows the St., Louis School.

This situation is embarrassing and I frenkly admit my error
in permitting this situation to develop, but I assure you and the Fund
thet it was my over-anxiety to get something started to improve the
situation in this river section of the State that has caused me to be
perhaps too lenient in this case. It is my firm belief, also, that g
Superintendent Lowry acted in good faith, Tf'haé never ‘been his intention 4
to do other than the right and decent thing for the negro children in 4
this and other communities in St. James Parish, The/white sentiment in K
this parish is very unfavorable to negro quE&tion. Y NA | 4

| 1"'.
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Wie are in position to refund the Rosenwald appronriation
either through Mr, Lowry's check direct to you or through our office, if
this seems to be the right course to take. Please advise me.

Yours sincerely,

ACL:S




GENERAL EDUCATION BOARD

FOUNDED BY JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 1902

LEO M. FAVROT | ” 70
General Field Agent | If /ﬁ ﬁl 22 %&"_'_'_—__J
910 Louisiana National p

i n:m April 20, 1931 ! ;ir o b M

Mr. S. L. Smith =T -
Cotton States Building v
Nashville, Tennessee =

My dear Smith:

I have just had a conference with Superinten-
dent Harris and gone over with him matters about which
you spoke to me concerning the Rosenwald building program.
in Louisiana. I learned from him that Mr. A. C. Lewis
had spoken to him about the Armant School in St. James
Parish and had shown him a copy of the letter written you
concerning this school.

Mr., Lewis was not in the office and Mr. Harris
is under the impression that the money was not returned.
He states, however, that it will be a very easy matter to
return the full amount as the money has not been disbursed
by the St. James Parish authorities.

I went over with Mr. Harris matters called to
my attention by you such as the fact that in at least two
instances in Tensas Parish, Rosenwald aid had been secured
on old buildings for white children while the applications
for aid reported new buildings. I also spoke of the fact
that some buildings were reported not to be equipped
properly, although the report made to you indicates that
they are equipped.

Superintendent Harris expressed himselfl as being
greatly disturbed over this situation. He states that on
Mr, Lewis' return to the office, he will insist upon a
thorough investigation and explanation of all of these
charges. Wherever conditions in the way of equipment
have not been met, he says that he will bring pressure to
bear upon the school sauthorities to meet the full require-
ments of the Fund. He is genuinely concerned about the




Mr. S. L. Smith A

whole situation and will write you his wish to rectify
past errors in so far as it lies within his power to do
so, and guaranteeing that in the future, no neglect or
misrepresentation of any sort shall be countenanced in
Louisiana.

I want to express my great appreciation of
your telling me frankly about this situation. It has
been understood from the beginning that the state agents
financed by the General Education Board should direct
the program of the Julius Rosenwald Fund. We all of us
genulnely regretted the situation that arose in
Mississippi and I am sure you can depend upon us to co=-
operate with you in every respect to correct any defect
in the work in Loulsiana or in any other state in which
difficulties of this kind may arise.

Yours very cordially, C;%

LiF *FM

B d N P
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liy dear Mr, Smith:

Mr. Leo M. Favrot has just held a conference with*lir. A. C. Lewis and my-
self in which he stated that you felt that in certain respects we have not acted
in an open and frank way with you in the handling of certain of the Rosenwald
funds., He mentions specifically a house in St. James Parish, which you under-
stood was a new project and that it had been completed, when as a matter of fact
the house was en old white school and was not finally turned over to the negroes
on account of the objections of certain white people living in the community. You
had advanced the donation promised and had reason to believe that a new school
house had been built for the negroes and was in use. He mentioned two houses in
Tensas Parish which you were led to believe were new projects and which were, as a
matter of faet, old white schools remodelled and made over into negro schools. He
stated further that in a number of instances projects were represented as having
been finally completed, which included the equipment, but which as a matter of
fact had not been equipped, except with rough, unsuitable benches.

Mr. Lewis' reply to these statements is that in the case of the St. James
building the house was thoroughly suitable and as good as new, and that it was
his belief that you would have no objection to its being turned over to the negroes;
that as to the Tensas buildings, the material in these houses was salvaged and
used to construct two thoroughly suitable negro school houses. He said that one
of these buildings he discussed with you before the alterations were made and that
you advanced no objection. As to unegquipped houses, he states that it has
happened in several cases that the superintendent promised to install immediately
suitable furniture and that on the basis of these promises he made his final reports,
indicating that the buildings had been properly eguipped. He says/ further that
he is now holding appropriztions made by you on several projects, for the reason
that the buildings have not been completed according to contract.

I have stated to Mr., Lewis, and he agrees fully with the viewpoint advanced,
that he made a serious mistake in not giving you the absolute facts in writing
concerning all projects, that you should have been apprised of the true conditions
in St. James Parish, that you should have been told that the two buildings in
Tensas were old buildings and were to be worked over, that these two statements
should have been made in writing, and thet no building shoulg heve been. reportad .
as completed until equipped in accordance with agreement”with your Board. ,/A
have further directed that all funds now held by us for buill fngs that are han
fire for one reason or another shall be immediate: o you, and this in= "4
cludes a balance of several hundred dollars which we héld e close of Mx. ( '

Favrot's administration, and covering which there!seems to e ho record. _ .

U NT VERS I I
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Page two, ir. S, L. Smith.

1 resgret exceedingly the embarrassing situation that has arisen, but I assure
you that there will be no room for criticism in the future, and further that I shall
endeavor to induce the superintendents who have received funds from your Board upon
the assumption that one or more buildings had been properly equipped, but which were
not equipped, should have the necessary furniture placed in them at the earliest
pogsible date. Your Board has cooperated with Louisiana in a generous, constructive
manner, for which I am more grateful than I am able to say. It is my desire to
demonstrate our appreciation by cooperating with you in the fullest possible manner,
and to deal with you as frankly and openly as if you were present and personally cog-
nizant of every step taken in our administration of the funds donated by you. HMr. Lewis
is in thorough sympathy with this viewpoint, and he regrets that in his zeal to cooperate
with the parishes in getting something done for the negro schools that he failed in
some cases to be as frank as he should have been. 1 sincerely trust that this explena-
tion will prove satisfactory to you, and I assure you that I should be very much
chagrined and humiliated to think that there was any lack of faith in us on your part.

Yours sincerely,

ot o

State Superintendent.
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April 30, 1981. 2
Dear Mr, Harris: Your letter of April £7th has been

read with unusual interest and I am
hastening to write you a word o say Ghat therc is mo lack
of faith in you and your oiffice on our part. F¥ie appreciate
more than we can bell the fine apirit of cooperatiocn at all
times shows us in your state.

I felt sure that the few mistakes
rade there by Mre Lewis were due to his zeal to stimulate
the backward counties to greater efforts for Negro education
and not with any intention of missppropriating the funds. I
notice in your letter you state that you have dirscted that
all funds now held by your Department for buildings that ave
hauging fire for one reason or anciber, shall bf immediately
returned to us, including & baiunce of several huundred dollars
which has been held ever since the close of Mr. Pavrot's admin-
istrationes Aoy balances sent should be made oub to the Julius
Rosenwald Fund and sent to this office with a detailed explagna-
tion of each ltem, so that we may make the proper adjustmect
in our records. AMAny refimd check or checks wovdd go from this
office to the Uhicago office with explanations, . However, if
it is possible bto have such building projects as ave hanging
fire meet fully the conditions so that payments may be pade
between snow and June $Qth, it would seem the proper mathod of
handling this, giving us definite reports ou such yrojects.

I note vith intereat that you and Mr,
Leuis will glve spociul atgentdon bo encouraging the super-
latendents who have not put in proper eguipment in Rosenwaid
schools to do this at an early date. I am sure we are all
agr=2ed that a new schoolhouse does robt have as much isfluence
when ¢ld furniture is installed, or practically uo furniture,
ag one properly equipped in keeping with the type of building
conatructeds The Fund can never cffer to.help build all the
Begro schoolhouses in the South becauge 1t has not monsy enough,
but where we do help we would like bto see a modern school badlt

without aid of the Fuad.

which will be a demonstration to oTtm;'s deairi;.k to bulld, possibly
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Assuring you again of our slicere
thanks and appreciation for your fine cooperation in the work,
ard of our hope for ite centinuance in the same fine way, I am
Very siscerely,
Mr. T. B, H&rris, State Supt,-,
State Department of Educatica,
Batoa Rouge, Louisiana,
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Mr. S. L. Smith,
502 Cotton States Building,
Nashville, Tennessee.

Dear lMr., Smith:

I am submitting, herewith, a statement of irregular cases in
Rosenwald school building projects during my incumbency as State Agent
of schools in Loui siana, in each case giving explanations or reasons
for withholding payment to superintendents for such buildings.

Lds
1, West Monroe, Ouachita Parish, Superintendent T. O. Brownm. T aed
Application for building a four-teacher school was submitted by Superin- 15Tt REPT

tendent T. O, Brown and enrroved as applicaetion No, 39-B on February 28, &4

L I‘ = _0' [0

A

1922, Just before the close of the budget year I saw Superintendent };‘r]-fﬁii“
Brown and he stated that the actual work on the building had not been f}.ﬁf gL
sterted but would be within a very short time and that the building o AT
could not be finished by June 30 but would be well under way and complatedf

and equipped during the month of July, Knowing Superintendent Brown as

& business like superintendent who would carry out his agreement, and in /?féml

order to save the approprietion from the budget of that year, I caused
check No., 7078 to be issued on June 29, 1923 for $1,100.00. BEarly in the
next budget year, 1923, I visited Monroe end saw Superintendent Browvm with
reference to this project. He stated that some difficulty had arisen in
connection with the site and that the project would be delayed. On my
return to the office I ordered the check No. 7078 cancelled and the fund
remained in the State Department of Education, This amount should un-
doubtedly have beenreturned to the Rosenwald Fund st least during the
session 1923, but Superintendent Brown continued to urge that he would
erect the building., I therefore p rmitted the funds to remain in our
office in the hope that the building would finally be completed. Superin-
tendent Brown's present plans are to build a permanent building at West
Monroe for a parish high school or training school.

2. Breaux Bridge, St. Martin Parish, Superintendent Chas, Perault.
Application for this two-teacher school was filed by Superintendent Cherles

gt

Perault in 1923 and was approved as application No, 25-C on December 26, ———

1923. The site was pointed out and approved by me during a visit to

St. Martin Parish. At the close of the budget year a report from the
superintendent stated that the building had been completed. I did not

have time to inspeet the building before the close of tﬁﬁf‘hdget year and
caused check No. 8266 for {700.00 to be issued on June 30, 1924. This check

wes held pending inspection of the school. When I saw the school it wes
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an old school somewhat remodeled but did not approach the standard of

the Rosenwald Fund at that time. I could not approve it and ordered the
check cancelled. In the meentime Superintendent Perault had resigned and
Superintendent Montegut succeeded him. Mr. Montegut told me he thought
he could make the building satisfactory; therefore, the eppropriastion was
held perding the probability that the school would be completed in a
satisfactory manner. The funds have been held in our office in a special
account since the cancellation of the check.

3. New Land, Union Parish, Superintendent J. N, Warner.
The application for this two-teacher schocl was made by Superintendent
Warner end approved as applicetion No. 20-D on August 30, 1924, Professor
J. S. Jones, State Rosenwald Building Agent, visited this project just P;;
before the close of the budget year and reported that the project had been [ 4"
started snd that both the superintendent and the citizens of the community
where the school was being built assured him that it would be completed {7}ﬂ
early in the summer, On this statement, believing that the project would
be completed, I caused check No. 9538 to be issued in peyment for this
school, check to be held until building was f inally completed and equipped.
Superintendent Warner retired from office end the present superintendent,
P. L. Reed, succeeded him. The building never has been completed and
equipped to the satisfaction of our department; therefore, the check for
$700,00 was cancelled on September 4, 1925 and funds have remained in the
Rosenwald account since that time,

4, Jenkins School, Webster Parish, Superintendent E. S. Richardson. L
On June 25, 1926, Superintendent Richardson's applicetion for $700.00 aid ﬂ P
in the construction of a two-teacher school at Jenkins was approved as
applicetion No. 43-E. This building was reported completed and on account ¥
of lack of time it could not be inspected before the close of the budget 73¢
year; therefore, I caused check No. 10977 to be issued. On subsequent
visits to the parish it was found that the building had not been completed P
and furnished to the sstisfection of our department; therefore, I caused the
check to be cencelled on July 3, 1926. In a telephone message from MNr.
Richerdson a few days ago he stated that this building had been completed
end equipped, but I have not seen it end am, therefore, returning the
appronriation which has been held in this office since the cancellation
of the check.

5. St. Beulah, Webster Parish, Superintendent E. §. Richardson.

Superintendent Richardson's epplication for $700.00 aid in the consbtruction Jffﬁ
of a two-tescher school et St. Beulah was submitted end aporoved as ‘;~£¢uu-
applicetion No. 42-E on June 25, 1926. The Qpnlicati¢ﬁy£br aid came so v

late in the budget year that it was hardly possible forme to visit the A
school before the close of the year. On the faith of &"statement that ! 7 |

the schoolhouse had been completed and would be equipped, I caused check -_l}ﬂév
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No. 10978 to be issued for $700.00 in pasyment of this project, check to

be held until final inspection could be made after the close of the budget
year. On a subsequent visit, it was found that the project had not been
comnleted to our satisfaction; therefore, we caused the check to be
cancelled on July 3, 1926. In a telephone message from Superintendent
Richerdson received a few days ago, it was stated that the building had been
completed and equipped but I have not had opportunity to see it; therefore,
I am returning the appropriation to the Rosenwald Fund.

6. Gleason, Webster Parish, Superintendent E. S. Richardson.
Suverintendent fichardson's application for $400,00 aid in the construction
of a school at Gleason was approved as application No, 30-E on February 1, i
1926, By the close o the budget year the building had not been completed 'o,wbuﬂ
to our satisfaction, but as we had the assurance of the superintendent that
it would be completed and equipped soon, I caused check No. 10903 to be ﬁﬁtro.
issued. On a visit to the parish shortly after the close of the budget
year it was found that this building was not completed and equipped. I rte.
therefore had the check cancelled and funds held in the office. In a
telephone message from Mr. Richardson a few days ago he steted that this
building had been satisfactorily completed and equipped, but I have not
had opportunity to inspeet it and am including the appropriation in the
check returning Rosenwald funds to the Fund.

7. Cedar Grove, Claiborne Parish, Superintendent John S, Patton.
On Decerber 2, 1925, Superintendent Patton's application for $700.00 aid
in the construction of a two-teacher school at Cedar Grove was avproved
as application No., 26=E. During the last inspection trip before the close
of the budget year the building had not been completed and equipped, but
assurance was given that it would be within a few weeks., I therefore s
caused check No. 10983 to be issued and it was held in our office pending r241¢~ﬂ-
final inspection and approval. Shortly after the close of the budget year
an inspection was mede and the building was not completed. The check was M\
therefore cancelled on July 3, 1926, The Jeenes teacher, Professor
G. C, Jones, stated that the building had been completed, but it has not
been seen by me; therefore, the Rosenwald appropriaetion has never been
delivered to the superintendent. I am returning the amount in the check
which is enclosed herewith.

8. Salem Addition, Claiborne Parish, Superintendent John S, Patton,
Superintendent Patton's epplication for $400.00 aid in constructing a
two-room addition to the Salem School was received and approved as applica=
tion No. 41-E on June 25, 1928. The addition was erected and was visited
by me in company with Mr. S. L. Smith. I caused check Ko, 10979 to be M
issued for $400,00 and to be held pending certain changh&’and complete
equipment, On a subsequent visit, the changes had not been made and the }41<f
check was ordered cancelled on November 9, 1926, The Jeanes tescher, ol P
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Professor G. C. Jones, states that the corrections have bsen made, but
the building has not been seen by me since receiving this report. The
funds have remained in the office of the State Department of Education
since the cancellation of the check and are returned to the Fund by the
enclosed check,

9. Shop at Vernon Parish Training School, Superintendent Finly

Stanly. Superintendent Stanly's applicetion for §600.00 aid in the con=- &MAJV
struction of a shop in connection with the Vernon Parish Training School was g
approved as application No. 4-H, At the close of the budget year the .
building hed not been completed and I caused check No, 2357 to be issued 2
and it was held pending the completion of the project. Subsequently

an acute financial situation developed whereby the superintendent was not
able to employ a special teacher and complete and equip the building.

The check was therefore ordered cancelled and has never been delivered

to the superintendent. The funds are returned herewith.

These building projects which have never been completed or accepted
by us aggregate an approprietion of $6,000.00 from the Rosenwald Fund.
I, nddition to this amount which we have been holding in this department
since the cancellation of the wvarious checks, there was a balance of
$450,00 to the credit of the Rosenwald Fund which I inherited as State
Agent. In addition to this, the Rosenwald Fund wes credited with $250.00
which was earned as interest on daily balances at a time when we operated
with working capital. The total amount of funds which we are holding to
the credit of the Rosenwald Fund at this time, therefore, is $6,700.00,
which we are returning by our check No, 2418 issued on April 29, 1931 by
order of State-Superintendent T. H. Harris.

I regret more than I can possibly express the fact that these con-
ditions have not been made known to the Fund before this time., The Fund
may be assured that in the future no project will be held over incomplete
at the end of the budget year,

In connection with this report, it may be proper for me to say, also,
that the following schools have been abandoned or consolidated and are no
longer being used for school purposes:

1, Bon Ami, a three-teacher school built in Baauregard Parish in
1919, Rosenwald appropriation $500.,00. The colored people moved out of the
community snd the school consolidated with DeRidder. // |\

2. Hoy, a two-teacher school built in Beauregard Parish in 1919,
Rosenwald appropriation $500,00. The colored people moved away. = __=a¥ _

3. Longville, a three-tescher school built in Beauregard Parish in |
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1919, Rosenwald appropriation $500.00.,

4. Strange, a five-teacher school built in Jackson Parish in 1917,
Rosenwald appropristion $300.00.

There may be other consolidations thet I don't know about. If it is
desirable, I can make a study and report further on this condition.

Yours very truly,

State Agent

Approved:

State Superintendent of
Public Education
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April 18, 1931

Dear Mr. Lewis: I have read carefully your letter of

April 16 relative to the case of the
Armant School in Saint James Parish which has just come to
my desk. At the moment my feeling is that you should hsve
the superintendent refund the money sent by the Fund on
April 29, 1929-—-$2,250, either to the State Department
of Education or through that Department to the Julius Rosen-
wald Fund. You or Superintendent Harris should then send
it to this office with explanstiong. We can then determine
just bow this matter can be handled. As I see it now, it
will be necessary to expunge this scheol from the records
in our office and the Chicagzo office, reducing the number
in your state by one and the total number of buildings by
one, including costs and contributions. But I shall write
you again after receiving the check. In keeping with the
policy of the Fund to give aid in stimil=ting the erection
of new buildings on modern plans I do not see how we could
give aid on the Saint Louis School.

Naturally, a case of this kind coming
up before the officers would raise this question in their
mindss Are there any other such cases in Louisiana? I
might ask now, do you happen to have any other similar cases
in your state?

Trusting to hear from you scon, I am
Sincerely yours,

Signed) S. L. Smith
SLS/KS {Sigmea)

Mr. A. C. Lewis,
Baton Ronge, Louigiana.
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May 11, 1951
Subject: St. James Parish S

Dear Mr. Smith: I have read over carefully the correspondence regarding the

St. James Parish School situation. I do not believe there
is the question of honesty or misuse of funds involved but rather such factors
as not living up to the policiecs of the Fund, an over-zealousness on Mr. Lewis'
part to make a showing, as well as an unselfish desire to do something.

It seems to me that we can profit to some extent from thig
experience and I should like to make the following generalizations based upon
it:

1. It should be re-emphasized that the Rosenwald Fund has not in the past and
will not, under any considerations, give aid on any renovated or any former
white school building.

2. That the present state agents for Negro schools have been driving the states
and counties in one direction too long and have not been resourceful enough
to exert themselves and obtain results along other lines in planning and financ-
ing Negro education.

This brings up the matter of securing younger and better trained agents to
attack this problem at different points.

3« The Fund might properly stimulate the states along other lines than the old
channels through which we have been constantly driving. These new direc-
tions have been well indicated in Mr. Foreman's report.

4, Does each State submit an annual report at the end of the school year in-
dicating exactly what disposition has been made of each payment from the
Fund? Such a statement certified by the state agent, supervisor of build-
ing construction and the state superintendent would be a verification of the
reports which you receive before making payment. If we are not getting
statements in detail from each of the States, it might be well to start such
a move for this past year.

You of course understand that whatever criticism has been
made of the handling of this Louislana case, as well as the revelations in
Mississippl, is in no way a reflection on the operation in your office or the
careful records which we know you have kept all through the years. In fact, I
am going to suggest to Mr. Embree that the next time he sends any material to
the trustees he include a memorandum covering this Louisiana situation by possi-
bly quoting from Mr. Lewis and Mr. Harris' letters, as well as indicating the
system which has been in operation in your office and the care with which our
records are kept.

Mr. Embree is in the East and when he returns I vill refer
this correspondence to him.

- Sincerely yukxg,
AKS:CM BN o o 44

ur. So Lo &Ili‘bh, Lt\ - p o e _._ Aa—
Nashville, Tennessee. g e :




I o Julius Rosenwald Fund

President 900 South Homan Avenue
Alfred K. Stern
Director CHICASO
Nathan Lewvin
Complroller M&y 19’ 1951
Dear Mr. Smith: I have read the file of correspondence with Louisi-

ana and also Mr. Btern's note to you concerning it.
Personally, I do not find as much charity in my heart for this whole
matter as Mr. Stern expresses. Your last letter however is more re-
assuring.

I think we should insist upon & return of our con-
tribution to the school in St. James Parish and on any other similar
situations. OSuperintendent Harris seems to imply that there are -
checks still being held on incompleted schools way back to the period
when Mr. Favrot was state agent. I think all these checks should be
returned and our records altered accordingly. While I do not gues-
tion Mr. Lewis' zeal, it seems to me that that is a poor substitute
for old-fashioned honesty.

Of course, none of this implies any criticism of
your office. All you would do was to rely upon the statements sub-
mitted by the regular constituted authorities in the given states.

Now that our faith in the state agents has been shaken by the happen-
ings in both Mississippi and Louisiana, I think we must find some de-
vice for a direct report from our own staff on each school before we
contribute. Fortunately, we have so reduced the extent of our program
that this will not be too difficult after July 1.

Even if there are more holes in our record than
we now know, we will still have done a magnificent thing in the school
building program. I imagine in the course of the coming year we will
decide to bring the extemnsive program rapidly to a close, and substi-
tute for more buildingq)efforts on improving what goes on inside the
schools already built. But we will have plenty of time during the year
to discuss future plans.

Very truly yours,

ERE:W .ZJ—*—L-TZ-M

Mr. S. L. Smith
Cotton States Building
Nashville, Tennessee
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Mr. S. L. Smith, e I
502 Cotton States Building, '
Nashville, Tennessee.

——

Dear MNr. Smith:

I am submitting, herewith, a statement of irreguler
cases in Rosenwald school building projects during my incumbency as
State Agent of schools in Louisiana, in each case giving explanations
or reasons for withholding payment to superintendents for such buildings.

l. West Monroe, Ouachita Parish, Superintendent T. O. Brown.
Application for building a four-teacher school was submitted by Superin=-
tendent T. 0. Brown and aporoved as application No., 39-B on February 28,
1922. Just before the close of the budget year I saw Superintendent
Brown and he stated that the actual work on the building had not been
started but would be within a very short time and that the building
could not be finished by June 230 but would be well under way and completed
and equipped during the month of July. Knowing Superintendent Brown as
a business like superintendent who would carry out his agreement, and in
order to save the appropriation from the budget of that year, I caused
check No. 7078 to be issued on June 29, 1923 for $1,100.00., Early in the
next budget year, 1923, I visited Monroe and saw Superintendent Brown with
reference to this project, He stated that some difficulty had arisen in
commection with the site and that the project would be delayed. On my
return to the office I ordered the check cancelled and the fund remained
in the State Department of Education. This amount should undoubtedly have
been returned to the Rosenwald Fund at least during the session 1923, but
Superintendent Brown continued to urge that he would erect the building.,
I therefore permitted the funds to remain in our office in the hope that
the building would finally be completed.

Superintendent Brown's present plans are to build a four-
teacher elementary school in West Monroe which he proposes to have under
way soon after July 1 and completed about December, and build a permanent
high school building in West Monroe for a parish high school or training
school. Mr. Brown states that he could not proceed with these buildings
until certain legal entanglements in connection with the bond had been
taken out of the courts. The recent court decisions have validated the
bonds and he proposes to proceed with the buiidiﬂga immediately; however,
we are returning the $1,100.00 which we have been holding in our office
on account of the four-teacher building which has not“been erected for
reasons stated above, i
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2. Breaux Bridge, St. Martin Parish, Superintendent Chearles
Perault., Application for this two-teacher school was filed by Superintendent
Charles Perault in 1923 end was approved as application No, 25=C on
December 26, 1923, The site was pointed out and approved by me during e
visit to St. Martin Parish. At the close of the budget year a report from
the superintendent stated that the building had been completed. I did not
have time to inspe ct the building before the close of the budget year and
caused check No, 8266 for $700.00 to be issued on June 30, 1924, This check
was held pending inspection of the school. When I saw the school it was
an old school somewhat remodeled but did not approach the standard of the
Rosenwald Fund at that time. I could not approve it and ordered the check
cancelled. In the meantime Superintendent Perault had resigned and Superin-
tendent Montegut succeeded him, Mr. Montegut told me he thought he could
make the building satisfactory; therefore, the appropriation was held pending
the probability that the school would be completed in a satisfactory manner.
The funds have been held in our office since the cancellation of the check.

3« New Land, Union Parish, Superintendent J. N. Warner.
The application for this two-tescher school was made by Superintendent
Warner and epproved as application No., 20~D on #ugust 30, 1924, Professor
J. 8. Jones, State Rosenwald Building Agent, visited this project just before
the close of the budget year and reported that the project had been started
and thet both the superintendent and the citizens of the community where the
school was being built assured him that it would be completed early in the
summer, On this statement, believing that the project would be completed, I
caused check No., 9538 to be issued in payment for this school, check to be
held until building was finally completed end equipped. Superintendent
Warner retired from office and the present superintendent, P. L. Read,
succeeded him, The building never has been completed and equipped to the
satisfaction of our department; therefore, the check for §700.00 was cancelled
on September 4, 1925, and funds have remained in the Rosenwald account since
that time,

4, Shop at Vernon Parish Training School, Superintendent Finly

Stanly. Superintendent Stenly's application for $600.,00 aid in the construction
of a shop in connection with the Vernon Parish Training School was approved

as application No. 4=H., At the close of the budget year the building had not
been completed and I caused check No. 2357 to be issued and it was held pend~-.
ing the completion of the project. Subsequently an acute financial situation
developed whereby the superintendent was not able to employ 2 special teacher
and complete and equip the building. The check was therefore ordered cancelled
and has never been delivered to the superintendent. The present unsettled
conditions in the office of parish superintendent in ?ngbn do not justify the

hope that this project can be completeds The funds are refurned'ﬁéféwith.
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The appropriations of the Rosenwald Fund in these building
projects which have never been completed or accert ed by us sggregate
$3,100.00. In addition to this amount which we have been holding in
this department since the cancellation of the various checks, there was
g balance of $450.00 to the credit of the Rosenwald Fund when I beceme
Stete Agent. In addition to this, the Rosenwald Fund has been credited
with $250,00 interest earned on daily balances during the time we
operated with working capital. The total amount which we are holding
to the credit of the Rosenwald Fund at this time, therefore, is $3,800.00
which we are returning by our check No. 2632 issued on June 24, 1931, by
order of State Superintendent T. H. Harris.

I regret more than I can possibly express the conditions
which have made these explenations necessary. The Fund may be assured
that in the future no incompleted building project will be reported and
thet the full and complete requirements of the Fund will be exacted in
every case. My sincere hope is that the Fund will accept these statements
and the refund check as a complete and satisfactory explanation of these
irregular conditions and that we will continue to enjoy the confidence of
the Fund.

Sincerely,

State Agent

Approved:

T Ao e

State Superintendent.



CONFERENCE WITH MR. A. C. LEWIS
IN MY OFFICE

May 28, 1931

l. He states that the shop at Leesville, which was reported to this
office completed as of June, 1929, and check issued by the State Super-
intendent out of the working capitel fund, was not fully completed and
equipped in June of that year and that the check was held in the State
Superintendent's office until after Mr. Lewis could inspect the school
sometime in July. When he inspected it he found that the work of con-
struction had been stopped because the Board had decided it could not
put in charge a trained teacher as required at that time. He returned
to the office and had the check marked "cancelled," expecting to send
it later on when the building was completed and other conditions met.
He states now that they agree to equip completely the building in June
of this year, at which time the check will be released.

2. Breaux Bridge, St. Martin Parish, was reported completed as of
June, 1924, and that check was 1ssued out of the working capital fund
and held pending his inspection of the school shortly after June 30.
When he visited the school he found that they had not built it accord-
ing to plans and specifications as agreed and he refused to approve it
and had the check for $700 marked "cancelled." By oversight the money
was not refunded and has remained in the State Treasury since thdt time.

8. New Land School, Union Parish, was reported completed as of June,
1926, and as Mr. Lewis was unable to reach it in June he had check is-
sued out of the working capital to pay the last half of the Fund's ob-
ligation. When the building was about half completed in keeping with
the custom at that time they had check issued to the parish out of the
working capital fund for one-half of the Fund's aid on this building
after an inspection by the Rosenwald Building Agent, J. S. Jones, who
stated that the Superintendent assured him that it would be completed
by July 1. When Mr. Lewis visited this school after July 1 to make an
inspection before sending the check for the second half, he found that
the Superintendent had resigned and a new superintendent had been
elected and, as a result, work had been stopped on this building before
final completion. He had the school board refund the one-half that had
already been paid for out of the working capital of the fund and had
the check for the other half cancelled, but by oversight the money was
not send as a refund to us but has remained in the Treasury ever since.
Mr. Lewis states that his great error and mistake was in not personally
seeing to it that this money was refunded to us, but thet every dollar
of it has been on deposit since the checks were cancelled.



4, Mr. Lewls has one or two similar projects to report omn a little
later after which final refunds of all balanced in the Treasury will
be turned orer to the Julius Rosenwald Fund with complete statements.
$450 of this amount has been in the Treasury since about 1918, at a
time when Mr. Favrot was State Agent. Mr. Favrot, when in the office
recently, said that this was a bslance sent to him by Tuskegee in 1918
for some purpose, possibly term extension. It was not used and by
oversight the State Treasury failed to refund it.
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CONSTRUCTION
Type - . JOOD JOTAL FOR ¥.& Be
Hos Allotment Anmt, Ko Allotmeat  Amb, Hos Amount
aach ecach
Sehools
Two-tessher 10, #400 RL.000 0 8 1o 4.0
Three-teacher — 700 %T}'—' s : S 3,500
Four-teacher 1000 —— 2200 s 4 £,00C
Five-teacher 2 1500 '5‘:75'073 1750 “SET TEl008
Six~teacher I 2000 2,000 __1 2600 22800 B, .4.500
Eight-teacher ___ 5000 4000
Hine~teachar 5400 .. 48500
Ten-teacher - 3800 3., 5000 15,000 3. 15,000
Elevan-teacher e 4200 - 5800
Twelve-teachar . 4500 6000 6,000 3 "€,000
Add'l Classrooms _ 6~ 150 - R
it e P T 5 ST 3 ﬁms‘%
Yocational Bldgs, or Unlts
One~room okl B GRAE L WS o b | JaBRR.
Two-roon 1 ‘. 500 500 1 €00 600 2 1,100
Four-room Y 900 900 1100 1 900
Fivoraoon A P 1100 1850
Six~room 1200 1800
TOTALS g §3,800 ~ 1 600 3 8,900
ZTeachers Homss
Four-roon 2 450 200 : 580 *_ z 900
Five-room - 600 1,200 ... 726 2 L1.200.
Six~-room et "I 750 900 PR
Seven~rcomn e W 200 1075
Edght-roon roosQE " e oniiben B TR 5 3 B o ¥ )
Nine-room ., 12080 1875
TOTALS " (S 4 $2 ,650 1 ;;i-,zﬁ-o "6 | 94,100
GRAND 't*cmu 40 $23,550 8 — @M 48  $52,350
%‘j.f Iﬂh



p— o e Ty, _.‘E\_r | - 'E':
SUDGaT RC. 1
1530 - 31
e g He. Azgunt
Schools '
Tac-teschsr 5 §2,000
Threa-teacher 4 2,600
Four-teacher 2 5,200
Five-taucher 2 34260
Six~teacher o 4,600
Total 16 §15,850
4 600
Total $20,150

In eddition to the czhove sllotments, luup sum
aporopristions huve been made by tac Fund for (1) school-
houses from seven-tescher to twelve-tescher tynes mnd
(8) teoshers' homes, specific alloeations to be made to
states by spproved applications, sfter & careful study
of esch individuel projsect.

The Fund will clsg comeider giving, for the yesr
1930-31, ong snd ome-half times the reguler cllotment
to the Rosemwald achool comatructed in any county
heving 104 or more Negre populotion. fThere ars mow 101
such counties in the Jouth with \Negre pesulctions rowng-
ing from 10% to 72%, which have mot built & single school
by aid of the Fande This speciel offer i3 meds with the
hope of stimulatinmg ¢ lurge mumber of iliess counties to
erect schools of three-twsachor type or lerger the current
years

The asttached plam for distribution of =id shows
for the year 1830-31 the schedule of sllotments for sll
types of comatruction snd some general requirsments.

) | J& ;J X

N J‘uf E R Sk - \_f’




July 1, 19%0 to y T 50, 1951

| #7 =

RECY¥IPTSs

P B

g &
For--Uonstrustion < _ ¢ /
Voecational ¥guipment < R <
Extension of School Terms
Transportstion of Puplles «
um:'lenl < . /
}1’ 400:!" OOE //
g } ‘l’mnl vutung Librarlan 2o & 2EB00 : ggg .80 ¢ ($33 80 bal.)
Maialetration-Bldg. Agent < .
Bosenwsld School Day Progrom < m/
Other Itemas 3
Shop Insbructor N (D O m (%6. 28 bal, )’
..... e Y S e {
Total Recelpts $.16,851,40(
DTSBURSEETNT S 5
Fore-lonatruction mm.m{(/
Vocational Equipsent ' ~ 7
Extension of School Terme ' _.LM/
Transpertation of Pupils ‘
Mhﬂr&ul _/Z
High Sehool % £
Travel Visiting Libdrarten | L _09,02.¢“ __1.880.682. 7
mummmz. Agent et 080000 £ ZK
Rosenweld School Day Program J— {0 s P00 B g
Other Itemos ) :
& Shop Instructor ‘l\-l-ﬁﬁﬁnﬂ&[
Totsl Disburssments $16,320,77,
Balance on Hend - 220383




July 1, 1931 to June 30, 1982

RECEIPTS:

i~
For « Construction $_1,600.00 /
Vocuticnel Equipment 41471
Extension of Schocl Terms 82625 ¢
Transportation of Pupile see
L‘lbrtrtm Southern University 500400 °,
Elementary $_350,00¢
High School _M'_
Travel Visiting Librarisa 125900 = 15165000 -
Suh Building Agent 1,080,00 */
Ropenwald School Day Program 100500 <
Other Itemss
Shop Instructor 1,500.00
Total Recedpts $6,512.96 {<
DI SBURSEKENTSs /
For - Construction 1,600400
Vocationel Equipment 41,’_!! {
Extension of School Terms 2
Transportation of Pupils 2o
Id.ll'a:riclt Southe:-n University 500400
iy
Iigh s-chucl. (.
Travel Visiting Librariem 44,84,
suu Bullding Agent %:ggg:% g :
Rosenwald School Day Program 100400 £
COther Itemss
Shop Instyuctor 1,500400<
Total Disbursements $ 6,102.80
Aepeil o Balance on Hand 210416
$ gf‘ "l\c"' &L:u.___to‘""- / -
Refunda July 15, 1932 130400 =
: L
REMARKS Septe 23, 1932 < 80416 w

8t. Joseph School, Tenses Parish, Rosenwald cormitment §1,000 paid by G.E.B.

Hoursa, Terrebonne Parish, Rosenwald comnﬂ.tmnt_.#z-,ooq/g by GeE+B.
: 20 818 4




Julius Rosenwald Fund

Edwin R. Embree

President 900 South Homan Avenue
Alfred K. Stern CHICAGO
Director

Nathan Levin
Comptroller

Y May 5, 1931

Dear Mr. Smith: It was good to have a sight of you

over the week-end, although at trus-—
tee meetings we get very little time for informal visit-
ing. One thing that I meant to speak to you about was
the importance of closing down absolutely on any gifts
for the transfer of white schools to Negro uses. This,
I understand we have done in a few cases, but it is not
at all the purpose of our program.

The communities should provide their
own school facilities. If they have school houses, they
should not sell them to us for new purposes. A gift for
the transfer of a white school to the Negroes is really
in effect a contribution not to the Negro school but to
the new white school. Under no eircumstances should we
allow our allocations to go to this kind of transfer of
existing facilities.

Very truly yours,

ERE:VD — .

Mr. S. L. Smith
Cotton States Building
Nashville, Tennessee



v
f&

Thus

.
?

&re

Reel o

— =

Dear Mr. Stern:

ana situation, perticulasrly the case in 8. James

Parish and the refund of §2,260 by the school officials
of St. James Parish. Because of the importance and sig-
nificance of this matter I hope you and Mr. Embree will
take time to read the entire file carefully. T hsve
some few other matters up with State Superintendent
Harris and Mr. Lewis at the moment which I cannot report
on definitely wntil & little later. Before this whole
matter is settled I think Nr. Lewis will have a different
feeling as to his responsibility in administering trust
funds for a psrticular cause in his state.

Sincerely,

b.L frd

lMr. Alfred K. Stern,
Chicago, Illincis.

P. 8« While this transaction as well a3 one or two others
which will likely be reported on later, cannot be considered
embezzlement, it does come close to malfessance.

Bhd al 74
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STATE OF LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
BATON ROUGE

Mr, S. L. Smith,
502 Cotton States Building,
Nashville, Tennessse.

Dear Mr, Smith:

Replying to your letter of April 18 which was written to
me in answer to my letter to you of April 16 discussing the case
of the [Armant School in St. James Parish| will say that I am
enclosing, herewith, the check from St. James Parish School Board
to refund to the Rosenwald Fund $2,250 which has been held in special
account to the credit of the Fund pending the remodeling and placing
of the building in what I considered satisfactory condition to
receive the appropriation and which, for reasons named in my letter
of the 16th, could not be done.

There are a few other cases of building projects which have
not been completed to my satisfaction and for which the Rosenwald
appropriation hag never been paid to the superintendents. MNr. Harris
has directed that I should mske a complete statement of each case and
refund the money which is being held in the State Derartment of
Education to the credit of the Rosenwald Fund on these sccounts. This
will be done within the next few days.

Yours very truly,

ACL:S



Mzy 6, 1951

Dear Mre Lewiss This #1ll acknosledge receipt

of 8t. James Parish Bozrd check
#8209 to the order of Supte Pe H. Harris and en-
‘dorsed by him, ns & refund on the 1928-20 budget
for the Armant School in St. Jumes Parish.
- today transmitting this to the Chicugo oifice with

edplanntion.

SLSsme

: HJ.'- Al c. LeﬂS’ :

Baton Rouge, Loulsiana,

Sincerely,
EhsE 8
~

I

1 am
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STATE OF LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
BATON ROUGE

Mey 20, 1951,

lir. S. L. Smith
Julius Rosenwald Fund
Cotton States Building
Nashville, Tennessee

My dear Mr. Smith:

I have your very kind letter of the 18th, returning my check
of §$6,700.00. .

I am delighted that you were able to join Mr. Lewis in the inspec-
tion of several Rosenwald projects in North Louisiana, and your generous
attitude in the matter of the administration of Rosenwald affairs here is
very deeply appreciated by me.

I am glad to hear you say that you have the utmost confidence
in Lewis, VWhile I rapped him pretty hard about the items concerning
which I wrote you, I really have implicit confidence in him and a very
high regard for his abilities and efficiency.

We shall be gulided by your suggestions with reference to payment
on the several projects.

Yours sincerely,

L

State Superintendent.
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Julius Rosenwald Fund

Southern Office
Cotton States Building
S. L. Smith Nashville, Tennessee
Director for Southern Schools

Fred McCuistion

Associate Director

W. F. Credle . June 29, 1931

Associate

Dear Mr, Embree: You will find attached the Louisiana

refund check of $3,800 on four build-
ings which were reported completed in former years but which,
as a matter of fact, were never fully completed and equipped.
This check also includes $450 which was left in the Treasury
by Mr. Favrot at the time he left to go to the General Educa-
tion Board. Mr. Favrot states to me that this is a balance
of money sent to him in 1918 by Tuskegee, possibly for term
extension, which was never spent. There is also an item of
$250 interest on balances.

0f the $3,800 total refund check

$3,100 is for schools;
450 is for balances of fund sent in 1918;
250 is for interest earned on daily balance.

In keeping with our agreement we are
expunging these schools from the records, including the one
in St. James Parish, for which refund has already been trans-
mitted to your office and shall meke construction report as
of June 30, 1931, accordingly.

As I have stated before Mr. Lewis has
not profited nor attempted to profit finaneially by these
irregularities but, as I have told him on two occasions, he
has mede a most serious mistake, as these buildings were re-
ported to us as complete without any exceptions. I am sure
you understand that they were paid for back at a time when
the Fund kept on deposit in each of the State Departments of
Education a sum of approximately $4,000 as a working capital.
This was & policy edopted by a committee composed of Buttrick,
Dillard, Flexner, Davis, Graves, Moton and others and approved
by Mr. Rosenwald just prior to my taking over the work im 1920, /
but which was discontinued a few years ago. ju

smeerelw, \ / g

- K 5 g -



JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
SOUTHERN OFFICE

COPY

June 29, 1u8l

Dear Mr, Lowisy This will scimowledge vith thenks receipt of

your letter of June &4 which reacued here on
the morning of June 20 to vhich was stteched check No. 20882 to
the order of the Julius Roseswalé Fund for £3,800 23 & refund om
the followings

1. Four Schools ‘
e. Weat Monroe Ouschita Parish 21,100

bs Bresux Bridge St. Mertia Parizh 700

. New Land Union Parish 700

d. Vernom Parish Trg Vernon Perlsh f 800

2. luterest on dsily balancss @50
5. Unused balence sent Uy Tuskzegee in 1318 489
Total 45,600

¥hdle I am coniident you have never profited
one pemny personelly by the Fund and have scrupulcualy guarded
every dollar sent you as far as paying the monsy oubl i3 concerned,
I am sure you wll agree with mo that it wes uwnbuainssslike, bed
Judgnent, and unnocesssry to meke peyment on these schiols untild
they were comploted end inspected by you im porsom. There was
never & tize uniil within ihe laat yeer thet every stcte did not
have a2 much money to spend for school bulldings as it nevcded and
there was always & surplus at the end of every year which could
bave besn uzed on legitimete projects. How much better 1% would
have beon if tucse had besn cancelled and appliceutiocn made on the
following yeur in cach cape rather than (o make payment from the
working capital which you hzd on hand refunding the belance to this
office.




Then, toc, efter you had made this error it
would hsve been far better if the miastskes had been reported
promptly with refunds.

We are expunging these schools, as well as
the school in St. Jemes Porish, for which refund waeg seat some-
time ago, from the records, and will make corrected report on
schoolhouse comstructiom in Louislienz as of June 30, 1931. You
will please maie these same corrections oz your records.

¥r. Rosenwald and the officers of the Pund
have had greet confidence in the state agerts of Negro schools
88 key men in our shole scheme of aid for the betterment of Nesro
education in the South snd I hope thet nothing mey ever come up
that will dnteny way wesken their faith in this fine group of men.
We hzve looked wpon these mem as our representetives sg well as
repregentatives of the General Educatiocn Bosrd and could not ac~
complish very much without their heerty suppert.

With best wishee, I am
Yours sincerely,

S. L. SMITH
SL8:me
Mr. 4. C, Lewis, :
State Department of Bducation,
Baton Rouge, Louiszians,.
ec to Mr, T, H, Harria,
‘ ' ‘ f:\'/\xiﬁ

¢

i
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FORM 123 ™

Julius Rosenwald Fund . . °
925 S. Homan Avenue f J (ﬁ'

CHICAGO ’

o

To | Credit Voucher No. 512
Se L. Smith Date Juae 30, 19I1

Refund of payment to(lﬂuisiana for School house comstruction - - -$35,800.00

F. 11.
Accounts A;;p_rop_::iation No. Debit Credit
Refunds of Contributions of Previous Years $3,800.00
| 1R &,
Prepared By Checked By | Posted By A i == el Enciay
MGI 1
I8 For Controller _




July 1, 1830 te June 30, 1851

BECEIRTS

CHECK

HBTR ABOUNT 2
4092 g 90,00

90, oo/
4198 90,005
4271 90,00 <<~
4280 40,00 <<
3136 1,000,00
4341 90.00 <<
4410 80.00 €=
4396 4,000,00<<
4429 90,00 <<
4487 680,00<<
4481 40,005 <
4535 90,00 <<
4571 200,00 <<
4566 40,00 <=
4607 700.00 <<
4636 90.00 €<
4659 280,00<<
4653 40,00 <<
4214 1,000, oo(
4710 327,00 <<=
4719 22,675
4750 1,101.65 <—
4732 90,00 S+
4768 100.00 <&
4767 200.005
4759 70400 5_
4826 90,00
4856 200, oo/
4850 40,00 =
4847 80,00 s<
4919 1,650,00 <e
4939 40,00 T <
4912 90.00
4978 %,500,00 <
5021 90,00 <
5048 300,00 <<
Total Recedipts .
Plus bal. $40.08/



EUEE Y 4
—Blcnville

St. Landry

E. Baton Rouge
West Carroll
Bossier
Claiborme
Bossier
Richland
Richland
Viebster

Claiborne

IHEPECTION

SLHoYk R Auoue
Roberson 3 & 400,00 <
Plaisance - Shop 4 300.00 < <
Demonstration - South, Univ. 5 4,000.00 <=
Ward Two 7 1,500.00 S
Walker 8 400,00 S <
Haynesville - Home 9 450,00 € <
Galilee 10 400.00 S <
Sixth Ward 17 1,000,00 § <
Holly Ridge 18 1,000.00 £ <
Parish Training - Addition 20 300,00 N <
Calhoun 21 400,00 (Z

Total Disbursements for Construetion




SOURTY SEHa00 P 1) - AMOUNT
Webster Jenkins Aeg 33433 é—
Webster Nottingham 5-a 33033 e
Allen Oakdale 6-a 326.67 -
LaSalle Line Branch 7-a 90,00 << €
LeSalle Mars Hi1l 8=a 50,00 &
LaSalle Trout~Goodpine 9-a 148.33 &~
Grant Colfex 10-a 200,00 «— &
St. Mary Rhoda 12-a 35.85 <
Webster Thomas % Rhone 13=a 60,00 6‘
Viebster St., Bulah l4-a 35,35 £
Webster Bell Mill 15-a 35.88 ~e
Webster Concord 16-2 60,00 g/r-




(Gne-fourth Bslaries for Schools Tualifying in 1628-1929)

R} APPLICATION _
SEBE SCHCOE SRR AMOUNT
Tensas Newellton 1-b 8 77.00 <
Lincoln Zion Hill 3-b 50,00 €T
St. ¥ary Patterson 5=b 93.75 S
St. Mary Morgan 7=b 106,20 Se—
v
s P
Total Distursements for Bxtension of Terss ) !._T.__TL. S
o pt ]
TP & /
. LB




NONE




[0 4 SCROOL —lEENER ...  ANOURT
$4) ELENERTARY.

Bossier Benton £3 & 40,00 <<
Allen Elizabeth 2 40,00 =<
Rapides St. James 3 40,00 < <
Acadia Crowley 4 40,00 < <
Rapides Peabody 5 40,00 ((
Tberville Parish Training 6 g0l €%
Iberia Parish Training 7 30600 (/
Sabine Perish Training 8 40,00 //
Quachita Mineral Springs 9 40,00 /'/
Orleans Gaudet 10 40,00 < ¢ =5
Calcasieu ' Sacred Heart 11 wiws: €5

Totsl Disburassments for




ANNUAL REPORT TO

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND
1930-1931

DISBURSEMENTS FOR LIBRARIES-CONTINUED

APPLICATION
COUNTY SCHOOL NUMBER AMOUNT

(B) HIGH SCHOOL

Lafayette Parish Training 1 340.004-/ :
Madison Parish Training 2 40,00 <
St. Tammany Parish Training 3 40,00 T
Lincoln Parish Trairing 4 40,00<"
Allen Elizabeth 5 40400 <=
Bossier Parish Training 6 40,00
Concordis Parish Training T 40,00
Natchitoches Parish Training 8 40,00 <&
St. lary Parish Training 9 40,00 g~
Tengipahoa Parish Training 10 40,00 <
St. Landry Parish Training 11 40,00 <—
Union Parish Training 12 40.00<<
Acadia Crowley 13 40,00 <<
Ouachita Monroe 14 40,00 ;
Morehouse Parish Training 16 40.00 << _
DeSoto Parish Training 17 40,00 << _
Iberia Parish Training 18 40.00qrf?¢;
Rapides St. James 19 40,00 €<
Tensas Perish Training 20 40,00 <
Lafayette Holy Rosary 21 40,00 <<
Webster Parish Training 22 40,00 <<
Rapides Peabody 23 40,00 < <«
St. Landry Holy Ghost 24 40,00 <<
Richland Parish Training 25 40,00 -
Calcasieun Lake Charles 26 40,00 < <
Iberville Parish Training 27 40,00~
Allen Parish Training 28 40.00 <
Washington Bogalusa 29 40,00 <<
Bienville Parish Training 30 40,00 €<
Grant Parish Training 3] 40,00 <<
Franklin Parish Training 32 40,00< <
East Carroll Parish Training 33 40,00 @
Lincoln La. Negro Normal 34 40,00< <
Sabine Parish Training 35 40,00 <
Orleans Gaudet 36 40,00 < <

Total Disbursements for

High School

Libraries

L
$1,400.00 (/'




$

Total Disbursesents fos Righ Scheol Libraries 8
* 59.62 (/
g 100.00 <<

£1080.00 { (

$1649.83 Z /'

;zaé'yé

EDIBURSEMENTS FOR SHOP SUPERVIS OR

VOIS \_:_,g,mnw b\—ﬁ—/uvtq-u\-z

I

\
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ANNUAL REPORT TO

JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND

1930~1931
DISBURSEMENTS
CHECK
DATE NUMBER TO WHOM ISSUED AMOUNT
Library Supervisor
2=24=31 2109 Miss Lois Shortess $ 10,30
5= 8-31 2381 Miss Lois Shortess 22.02
6=10-31 2569 Miss Lois Shortess 17.30
Total.............. 3 59{82
Shop Supervisor
9=20~30 1524 ' J. W. MecLeod 6.28
11-24-30 1754 J. W. McLeod 252.44
12-12-30 1832 J. W. Mcleod 141,66
12-22-30 1865 Je W, MeLeod 52.22
1- 6=31 1926 Je. W, McLeod 141.66
1- 6-31 1927 J. W, McLeod 687469
2= 4=31 2019 J« W, McLeod 141,66
2= 6=31 20356 J. W. McLeod 98.69
3= 4-31 2186 Je W. McLeod 141.66
3=11-31 2188 J« W, McLeod 48,886
4- 6-31 2338 J« W. McLeod 141,66
4-20-31 2380 : J. W. MeLeod 38.07
5=4- 31 2426 Je We McLeod 141,66
5=19=~31 2482 J. W. McLeod 44,08
6~ 8=31 2544 J. W. NMcLeod 141,66
6= 8=31 2543 J. W. MeLeod 49,88
Total.. LI O B O B B I $ 1’64?83
Rosenwald Building Agent
7=30=30 1404 J. 8. Jones 90,00
8-29=30 1473 J. 8. Jones 90400
10~ 1=-30 1577 J. 8. Jones 90,00
10-30-30 1664 J. S. Jones 90.00
11-29-30 1792 J. S. Jones 90.00
12-23=30 1899 J. 8. Jones 90,00
1-30=31 2003 J. S. Jones 90,00
2=-27=31 2138 J. S. Jones 90,00
3=30-31 2274 Je S. Jones : 90.00
4-29=-31 2412 J. S. Jones 90,00
5=29=31 2523 J. 8. Jones 90.00
6-30=-31 2625 J. S. Jones 80.00
Totalaessnnsscanse $ 1,080,00
.. | el
Program i
3=18-31 2225 Public School Pub. Company! . £ 46,90
7= 3=31 2653 Ramires Jones YA 53410

Potalsees 100,00
. HO :’ | 0
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STATE OF LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
BATON ROUGE

Novenber 16, 1931.

Mr! S. L. Smith,
502 Cotton States Building,
Neshville, Tennessee.
Dear Mr. Smith:
Superintendent R. P, Lowry of St. Jemes Parish states that
he is reedy to build a school on a new site at Armant. He thinks that
he will be able to build a five or six-teacher building. What aid would
be available from the Fund if he used plan #6-A? How much would be

availeble on plenm #57 The building could be faced in either direction.

Yours very truly,

ACL:S



STATE OF LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
BATON ROUGE

November 16, 1931.

Mr., S. L. Smith,
502 Cotton States Building,
Nashville, Tennessee,

Dear Mr. Smith:

With reference to the enclosed letter by Mr. Lewis, permit me
to say that sometime ago I returned to you Superintendent Lowry's check
for $2,260, representing an eppropristion for a Rosenwald school build-
ing which had not been built, This check has never been cashed and I
am assuming thet you held it on the assumption that the authorities
of St. James would arrange to erect a Rosenwald building for the benefit
of the negroes at some appropriate point in the parish. I hope I am
correct in this essumption and that you may find it possible to return
the check to us, thereby meking the contribution of $2,250 toward the
erection of the proposed building. All of your requirements will be met
and the school will be provided in a negro commnity and will serve to
great advantage large numbers of negro children.

I sincerely trust that we may have your cooperation in this
matter.

Yours sincerely,

State Superintondént of Education
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November 19, 1931

Dear Mr. Stern: On May 6, 1931, we sent you some
correspondence regarding the Louisi-

ana situation to which was attached & refund check for

$2,250 issued by the St. James Parish School Board.

Today I have a letter from Superin-
tendent T. H., Harris stating that the parish superintend-
ent says the check has not been returned for payment. I
am wondering what could have become of it? Superintendent
Harris writes now that he and Mr. Lewis have arranged with
the St. James Perish Superintendent to erect a brand new
Rosenwald school on e beautiful site st Armant and hopes
that maybe the check is being held and can be returned to
them as aid on this first new building. I am writing Super-
intendent Harris that this would not be possible but that we
would consider giving aid under the present budget for & satis-~
factery new building in that parish.

It would seem well to trace the check to
see what has become of it as funds are very low in many of
the counties of the South and it might have to be held up
quite a while if it has not already been sent.

Sincerely,

£ L LA~

SLSsme

Mr. Alfred K. Stern R | i3
Julius Rosenwald Fund, __l A K@_‘ W |90 &{dg—v

Chicego, Illinois. | l




e L The.aid would go % dong way towsrds peying tus/ digfars

i

-

Dea::' Bre Lesiss . You «dll fimd ; aogar cf a Yebter
Just writtm o Superintendont

Harvis, vhich ia seif-explapmetory: If a acw building
should be erectad on one of our plans at AXpend in Ste
Jawas Perish so fur as I can sge at the mewsnt 1t would
be- ant:lt.}.ﬁ'& to the regular eid plus o Ponus of 253 for

. %he/ firat Rosenwald building. We si1) tske the matter

S up ﬂ:mh, and dscide op 1t definitely whem' the applics~
tion comes’ to ws. 1If, for essmplog ho wlould erset a sixe
tescuar schwol of gemansnt comatruc soessding 1o one
of our pluas ha would be entitled to $2,000 with ine yos-
3ibility of £500 bouwusy or & totul of §2,500. Tho séme
bullding empebed of frams comstruction rould be £1,300 -
with o possible addition of §878, or « totel of, $1,875,

ange of brick venrar and {fiume canauquim. _ 2
’ £ 90 A S‘incer&ly,

Nr. 4o G, Lewis, .
© Stuse Depuriment of Edueu&ien_,
'Bg ton Enage, Louisieng. .

. >
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November 20, 1931

Deer Mr. Saiths Mr, Stern is not in the office today but

iiss Matz has handed me your letter to him
of November 19 regerding the refund check for $2,250 from
Superintendent Harris.

Your letter of May 6 enclosing this check
was addressed to Mr. Stern and through soze error on the part of
this office, the letter went dirsctly to file with the check
without being first referred to me. I had never seen the check
until this morning.

Thenks to your letier of Noveuber 18, however,
we have obtained the check sad sre today depositing it. We
reslize, of course, that this error is entirely the fault of this
offices I would like to suggest, however, that in the future any
checks that urs sent toc this office be sent directly for my stten-
tion as L don't think this could ever have heppened had the usual
procedure been followed of having all finances flow through my
hands.

I hsve cautioned the Filing Department to be
more careful about looking over correspondence before filing it
and I am sure this will never happen again,

I regret that this has coused your office
even the slightest inconvenience.

Yours very truly,
'NWL3CO

S X
\ _;kF
4

Comptroller

Mr, S, L, Smith
Cotton States Bullding
Naghville, Tennessee



FORM 23

Julius Rosenwald Fund
925 S. Homan Avenue
CHICAGO

To . Credit Voucher No.

Date ‘“Jiovember 21, 1931

S. L. Sattn nes

B B )

Refund of payment made to Louisiana for a school in

St. James Parish, $,2,250.00

F. H.
Accounts JR Approg-:;ria-tion No. Debit . Crcdit_ TR
1 |
Refunds on Contributions of Prior Yesrs ’ '$ 2,250.00
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Nashville, %annehsee._J

November 23, 19%1.,;:-";{_ y v
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Dear Mr. Levin: I am glad you found the check

of $2,250 sent to lMr. Stern on
liay 6th as a refund on the Armant School in St. James
Parish. Our plan is to send all refund checks to you
ag Comptroller, but as you know this was an unusual
occasion in which the refund check was only pasrt of the
file, and there was & rather serious sdminigtrative
problem involved. As I discussed the whole matter of
this school with Mr. Embree and Mr. Stern I felt that
I should attach the refund check to the whole file in
order that they mizht determine what procedure we
should take in expunging the school from the records,
feeling, of course, that it would be turned over to you
after the decision had been made.

Sincerely,

SLS/KS /é/ : f Lﬂﬁ\./

Mr. N. W. Levin, Comptroller,
Julius Rosenwald Fund,

900 South Homan Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois




STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
BATON ROUGE

September 23, 1932,

My. S, L. Smi‘bh,
502 Cotton States Building,
Nashville, Temnnessees.

Dear My, Smith:

Enclosed, herewith, you will find the financial report
of activities of the Rosenwald Fund in Louisiana for the year
beginning July 1, 1931 and ending June 30, 1932,

We are enclosing our check No. 682 for $80.16 to balance
the account., i

Yours very truly, i

ACL:S8



July 1, 1831 te June 30, 1932

RECEIPTS
AMOUNT

-
5362 $__ 400400 <
5400 700400 <
5439 5004007
5100 90400 /
5141 90400< _
5197 90400 <
5257 90400 <
5316 90,00 <
5584 90400«
5456 90400 <
5544 90,00 <
5620 90400 <
5682 9000
5757 9000 °
5798 90.00 <
5222 404,00 <
5236 125400 <
5408 120,00 <
5488 100.00 £
5470 12000 <
5560 40,00 <~
5582 500400<
5651 80400<
5695 40,00 <
5770 30600 <
5830 30.00 <
5809 30400 <
5853 10,00
5718 826425 <
5670 22,96
5732 18,755
6631 1,500400

Total Receipts e g Jeaoe B



INSPECTION
Sabine < M_( =K __5 ‘_ﬁmnm-—:—
Ste Mary - 6-=K ¥
Ferri_da‘y < § 2wl

Bienville €

T00.00 <
Concordia

500400 «

Note:

< 8te Joseph School, Tensas Parish, Rosenwald cormitment $1,000, paid by G.E.B.

to be
< Houma School, Terrebonne Parish, Rosemwald dommitmenmt $2,000,/peid by G. E. B.
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Totel Disbursements for Construction AN € Lx600.00



APPLICATION

SUUNEY _ SCHOOL — JNUMBTR AMOUNT
Tebster / Jenkins <~ 4-b = 3 25,00 g
Webster < Nottinghem < 5-b 26400 ©
Allen ¢ Oakdale B=b < 245,00 ¢
lLaSalles Trout=Goodpine < Geb < 111,25 ~
Grant & _ Colfax 10=b « 150400
Webster < Thomas & Rhone < 13=b < 45,00 <
Webster < St. Bulah < 14-b < 25.00 <
Websteru? Bell 111l < 15=b <« 25,00 <
liebster Concord 16=b < 45,00

s 4 .r..l."".."

Totzl Disbursements for Pxiension of Torms

;

.‘ 696425



COUNTY SCHOOL

APPLICATION
e JUNBER

AMOUNT

Total Disbursements for Transportation of Pupils



APPLICATION

COUNTY SCHOOL —NUMBER AMOUNT
(A) ELEMFNTARY
East Baton Rouge Lelend Collegey 1% o) <
Conordis < Ferriday & \ e 40,00
Winn & , Parish Training < 3 % 40,00 %
Ascension < Doneldsonville < 4 40,00 ©
Beauregard < Parish Training < 5 & 40.00 <
LaSalle “( Parish Training <~ 6 % 40,00 *
Webster ™ Parish Training € T 40,00
Iberia & Howe Institute g =~ 40,00 ¥
Lafayette <« Parish Training « 9 < 3000 &

Total Disbursements for Elementery Libraries e $ 350200 [



APPLICATION

COURTY SCHOOL e JUMBER AMOUNT
Caddo < Central € L5 §__ 40,00 <
Claiborne = Parish Training s;~ 2« 40,00 %
Winn Parish Training 3K 40,00 *
Bte Mary< Parish Training < 4 30600 ¢
Ste Tammeny Parish Training © 5« 30400 T
Lafayette < Parish Training 6 10.00 <«

Total Disbursements for High School Libraries

$90.00

$  44.84 4
LIImEmemmTn

r

o
2716 § 100.00 <
g

2792 90400 /
2889 g
2718 £90.00 Z412 $90,00 $
2792 90400 3521 90,00
2889 90,00 84 90.00
2977 90400 234 90.00
3174 90.00 345 90,00
3261 90.00 441 90400

Total Disbursements for Building Agent $ 1:‘3’80'05-0 §

DISBURSEMENTS FOR SHOP INSTRUCTOR
Check To.

5347 to Southern University

$ 1,5?6.00
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