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Ul'lder separ-xLe c.,ver·1-rui~e sent b-1 ck to .fou (.yester·l ·✓) 
by R..ilw .i F.x!'re-,s , collect, all 'the .,core:: o recor ings ~ent 
b.r thf' sev"'l'l contestants . TheJ are all in one· p.LCk...uP , an I ho .. e 
:it r ,che.s ou s·..f<'~ • The followin" ure r.v re.l-'orta 011 e ch 
a~ .. licant I s work, listed in th<> order oi' theil reS}'PCti ve merit~ 

" 1 . 'iialter F . .1\N'er::;on. This ~ .1i, I - oul con;:;i "'r to b not 
otl. the be ,t ol th~ current .,e....r 1 3 c ... ._,lic,Hlts , but the 
be3t cantid,te to have <.l-.P.1-er,re"i durin~ nv Jevrr ... l y 0 nrs 
of jUd.gin, for th Rosemuld. I woula like to ask t.>ie 
~r:'lber~ of+ 1 CoITlit~ee to listen to th~ recor ine~ he 
has .Jent, t.o sec if th<?-- "?"ill 1.gree with m. ju,grr. nt as 
to hi3 ability .• . In his music as well as in his ·~roject he 
ha::: 3ou11d , clear ideas . He has some thine th t is lacking 
in so 1!4..tzy' yo'Ul\, LJUsicians to1" .,' ( I don I t kno ru..m 
per.,ona~.r , but takE' it for :;,-r&nt,,.,1 th.-.t hP ia youn.) , an:l 
th t is h.11 nee. He kee~s a sane outlook rathE>r than 
leaning too f_r to onP side or th,. other. He has a gru.sp 
of h.i!nself u"l - of hi 3 orn resources , arrl seems to k>1ow 
ex.....ct]J ~ h t ' he i , oin;. His technicu.l e ... ui. -:nent i.3 0 ood. 
H;e is consisti:mt : he .orchestrates well an V.'l ites well. 
There is a ri~hness in hi~ music and an intelli~ent 
han:iling° of fol.< 'Illa terial. B,1 thi, I 'lllE'an t.ha t he hus 
1<e ... t the essential element of fo...iC music ~n' h.s added 
somethi l\: - ~ich lifts it ~ut of tne ordi narf . .. • I might 

• ad<'' al ,o th .. t I fePl th-t his wo""k h .s much more taan a 
nusic_l vr~lu<> . In his . os:£ tion, .. hicL he ">.~ - • on b,r merit, 
he c-n ro a great ,e~l to furthe~ 0 00 inter- r~ci~l 
relationshi.1-1s in 1,,1is country arr in this , also, I fef!l 
th~t he is goi ng about things intelligent]., an.l cvnstructivRl 

2. r.rm.;. I . Hey en. I cond er her - ort:v of assist __ 11ce , 
bee.use she OP h,ve a b-?sic ere tive feeling in ~usic 
an it L, obvious th, t shP h,_._s wo:-ke I harl an well . She 
is re·:1.c .• iflL out fo'l" things v,orth,hile. I note that she 
em ... ~lo s bot. tne tr . ii tioru.l .a.u • rnoi ern IJIU;:,ic l i ions 
ca ab~- , but ,i thout escen lin"' to etual i.Iri:w.tion. ',hen 
sh ... 1-1ri tes in a contra.i:'untal st,yle she h ... n lPs it well. 

5. Joseph R. Johnson. This Ill," n ha..:; h.Ld <'nouJl exi,erie .cP to 
en ble hir. to han le hi.:, roject 1n to o it v-ell. He is 
more music l th::in m!ley . r"' .... C'1t-r1a;,· so-c·.lle • 11 com ... ..o ~ ·s" , 
tin n ... p .r<>m:,J., hu.s a soun tee 1nic l e 1ui pn:ent. He li.l:oo 
has n si.Jn!,lic.itJ in his •·tyle t.h&t ,tlght r,rRvent him ,·rom 
i:;oing to evtremes . So,;ie other . eo11 o1re so int~nt on 
0 te11t<1.tio 1 th t the.,· destroy i'!l t they o.re trJing to 
attain. 



4 . UJ.., sses Kuy . It is evident th,.t he ha;:, be<;!n ,orking. Also, he 

is technically W"'ll-groun ~d. But, although be is Jifte , his 

OO.!'l.ic cre ...... tlve ab.i..lit~· -. his lnn.:..te feelintJ for .::1usic o not 

me4"'ure up to tho ,e of the precet'in., three c -'-nHd,.tes. The music 

he h•s turned out in thP . .. st er SA.ems to me to oo more 

cerebra.l th-..n ari· I hav~ seen fro:-" his. n bPfore, an I run 

temyte<~ to <1sk wh~ther it is re::.lJ.J mu ic ; ii it so closelv 
~pproaches mental exercises? • 

5. Jame" E. Dorsey. He h~s "'cert ... in Jegree of c.1bi1ity, but not 

rare ~bilitJ. He ,oes , however , st~n out from tLP crovrc: . He 
has sent for exrunin.<ttion his settings of Net,ro folk tunPs , and 

thr-se in.. ic·:1te th t he could do well in th'4t field . In f4ct , 

s: 

I ish he were lJlOrP intel""sterl in ::ie"'. o folk music th rn in the 

Schillinger s:·stem~which, fro Ll~ I h ve he r .l of i t--is t n 

atte1 t to reduce music to a series oi formulae which woulr:J. 

autom tic ~' discount. in.:;r-iration . As .. m;_tter o. fact , why 

doe he n, r> _ ~ ellovshll-' in or er to '-'tu • th Sch ·.1lingPr 

sy,tem? He c£tn bey the books· fox a mo est sum (the !JUblishers 

hnve i.rlicn.ted thPir e"'{..erness to sell ther.i to ~rvone who 

~ ri affo'" to ~......t) an:: can ~e ..,oo, use of tnem as lon.._ s s 

he 3ePIDS to be uO intere·ted. 
Rachel A. Eubanks. It i.; evident that sh<> has studied anc 

h .s ac .ui-r"' ~ oo tt=>c.mic i e 1ui9ment. Her ,t-1roject h.:..s to 
do ·vi th. "'Ork concernin .N.-,.bro folk mt sic, ,;J.n I u.m sorry to 

re,1.>0rt th. •t if her present, exceedin.; l, di,:,: omnt st.rle of 
com,1.>0sin v•ere to be ,. _ lie 1 to folk music , th," folk mu de r.ould 

emt=>rg» virtu .11 •■■I unreco nizRble . It rrou.l,, uf1er indeed. 

At best , this p. rticular idiom consi~tut'3s ment~l exercise 

a.n is alre y de cu.dent. In the .Jtrict sensf' of the - or it is 

not music . 'Sxcei t c...S a me .ns to - more 1-leasin en , I stro~]y 

dis~.yMJVe of it, an see no r~ason for the encoura0 ement of it 

in .mttsic, art , lite3:ature , ·etc. 
7 . Eileen J . Southern. Thi· 1 tzy" laments the de rth of .American 

piuno mu~lG . It io true th tit is limite , but sh- ls not ~ell 

info.1.·me· on the :mbject or sh0 r:oul not makr> such sweeping 

st tcment regi r ·ini it. It is true th&.t this is ... ood field 

for future en ea.yor ' bu+ if aeyone is uoin.g to co:n or;e for the 

. . pi~no he must firJt of · .ll ~e co~poser ~n ~econ~ , a pinnigt • 

Unfortun.i.tel., , this.111/ is not ,' comr1oser. She lacks oricirolity 

an t..1e:::e iJ nothl,1 outst~.1 in._; in ta 3t.fl ~ she h -.J emvlo.:ed 

in her composition~. 

I \70uld •.t ,1-1reci~ tp knov i~ aether thio lettPr, 1. i th 
its enclosures , and thP ~cks.i;,e containin"' the nrusic, .. l :c..:iteri:il, 

re .ch Jou safelv • And all .,oorl ,.iohes, a$ al\VU,/3 , to my 

frien:ls at the l osermalc' Fun'1! 



BERNARD TAYLOR 

46_., RIVERSIDE D lllVE 

NEW YORK 27, N.Y, 

Miss Hilde Reitzes 
For the Committee on 
Rosenwald Foundation 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Miss Reitzes : 

February 28 , 1948 

Fellowships 

Just a note in reply to yours 
of February 16 . 

I will be in Chicago on the 
morning of March 7 and will meet you in 
the lobby of Roosevelt College, 430 South 
Michigan Avenue at one o ' clock . 

Since we will have only two 
candidates , I am p lanning to take a train 
back to New York in the m~ddle of the 
afternoon and I think one hour there with 
these candidates will be ample time to 
hear them satisfactoril y . 

Things are working out well for 
the audition here on the 21st . 

Looking fa ward to seeing you 
on March 7 at one 0 1 clock. With my 
k indest regards , I am, 

Very sincerely yours , 

~-;-~, 
BT : kk Bernard Taylor 

~ ~ vt,.M.. . 



Jf t.ak 1ltniner.aity jj1brary 
NuJ!liuillr 8, ultunt.11.11u 

OFF IC E O F L IBRARIA N 

Mrs. Hilde Reitzes 
4901 Ellis Avenue 

March 1, 1948 

The Julius Rosenwald Fund 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Hilde, 

The second batch of Digests arrived, and they are 
being worked on most energetically. 

Don't be surprised if you get them back just before 
my arrival. I am thinking of sending them ahead 
by mail or express--in case I finish my work early 
enough. 

, B~ 

Arna Bontemps 

AB/rdj 




