
April 10 , 1948 

Dear Mr .Embree : 

1'zy report to you on the a.udi t.1ons is later 

than i t should have been , however I wanted t o wait until 

I heard :Hiss DeRanrus s o that the remarks could be com­

plei e. 

I t w~s p le"'sant to :rreet and hear all the 

candidat es p l ay as well as a plersure to meet h rs . 

Reitzes . 

Jvli gs Nat;i lie Hindera.s 
Mi ss 1-flnder a s proved to be the rrost rr.ature, 

both technically and musica.lly 01· a ll t e c~ndidates . 
She seem~ unusually g irted, poised and controlled , and ob­
viously or concert artist c aliber . She has ve rsa tility 
and a sure sense o:t' style ,and her pe:nsonali ty is the type 
needed for public work . I would say that she could be 
reconmended without the slightest reservation. 

}:r. Robert Pritchard 
I1r .P ri tch, rd impre~s ed r1e with his in telli g<:;nce, 

attitude, and innate pi&nistic and :rrus1cal talent. He .iS 

perhap s less mature then some of h e others , but s eemed to 
show g rea er potentialities fo r development , especially con-
sidering his aqe . He also has a good personal i ty fo r 
con cert work as well as bei ng g ifted in composition. I 
think he wouli. ryE" a good "inves tment" . 

Mr .La.wrence Mellon 
His playing was clean technicelly, showing 

qui t e a rhythmic sense in the Bach he pl ayed, and nice 
musical qualities in Chopin and Ravel . He too seeas c apable 
of development i:md would no doubt be wo rthy of help . 

Mi ss Anna DeRamus 
She did her best work in a 11o zart Sonata which 

was very intelligently and JrU.sically played. The r est of her 
playing weemed r r 1 her uneven . The :a~ ch har f a.ci li ty but 
not much color . Her Albeniz "2vocEt on" showed a sense of 
mood and style, however t e Liszt Ztude she played needed 
better technical control an4 greater brilliance. 
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Probably d id not do himself justi ce at the 
audition . His best playing was in a. Chopin Mo cturne which 
was mw:'lical and sensitive . 'Ille rest of his playi '"lg 
s e med r ather rough in for~e passages, the pedelling n e eded 
grea.ter c larity and occasionally the balance of tone between 
melodic and accompaniment lines could have been better . 

Mr . Calvin Brown 
A r a ,he r 11 flashy" type of pe rformer ; he 

showed f,-ciJity in pa""sages requiring bravura . His playing 
otherwi se was sketchy a.nd superficial . g ivi ng an arr.a teurish 
1mprei:;s1on . 

Miss Ella BoWD".an 
As a perforrrer, 1..i PS Bownan has not more 

.han av ~r ~g e talent . However she has no idea of concert 
•rork but a:::rparently is interes ted in education. 
,ith her personelity end general musical backg round 
r he might easily be able t o make a very wo rthwhile con­
tribution as a teeche r ~s ··he s eems very sincere , adoptable 

1d c .., ... able of •,,rorkin,... well with others . 
I. a ellowship i s being offered in music education , she 
\o'O 1 <t seen to be ·wo r thy of ac-sistl'nce . 

I hope these colYl'T!ents will be along 

the l ines you desire,and will be of assistP-nce in making 

your 1'1nal d ecisions . If I can be of e ny further help 

please let rre know . 

·1/i th best wi shes to you and to Mrs . 

Reitzes , 

Sincerely yours , 

~L 




