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3670 Cimarron Street
Los Angeles 7, California
April 4, 19458
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Mre William C, Haygood ; : e u}};
JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND N, 00 v
4901 Ellis Avenue KA

Chicago 15, Illinois

Dear Mr. Haygood:

In a day or so I will return to you the manuscripts of
Fields and Fax, by kxpress Collect, as is our usual customs.
I'11 put them all in one package. I have gone over them very
carefully, and this is my opinion of them:

First of all, I was most please? to see this particular
group of scores, because before there has been such a great deal
of material which clearly showed that the authors didn't know
how to go about doing things. These showed talent, and also they
gave evidence that the composers are making constructive efforts
to do something worthwhile. .

Of the two, I would prefer Fax above Fields. My reasons are
that he (Fax) has good technical equipment, and that he lmows
counterpoint and orchestration. His orchestral works, obviously
written while under a teacher, don't show a great deal of melodic
inventiveness, and yet it was apparent from some of his other
works (evidently written some years before) that he actuslly has
a melodic sense. it is, of course, possible for a person's melodic
sense to be hampered while he is studying and concentrating on
other, more technical aspects of music. in my opinion, Fax has
talent and is worthy of help.

This should not be construed as being derogatory to Fields,
for the latter has ability, but I do not see in his works the
same quelities T see in those of Fax.

I find Fields using a certain intellectual, cacophonous
style of writing at times. Fax also utilizes the same style, but
when Fax uses it, he makes it serve his owvm ends. In other words,
he has & reason for doing whatever he does.

I am glad to see that these men are working and studying,
for thet's a commendeble thing=-in such contrast to the people

J_h_oggg to win success without expending any effort whatsoever.
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Will the foregoing be of any help to you? If not, please let
me know end I will be glad to answer any questions. By the way, the
third package you mentioned in your letter--Fax's additional works--
has not yet arrived. When it does, I will examine its contents and
write to you again. ;

All good wishes to you, as always! % ﬁg %
Sincerely, M





