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Mr . George Reynolds 
Director for Fellowshi s 
Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis venue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr . Renolds : 

45 

R 
-~ ~f . ,., 

ickerman Street 
aven, Connecticut 

7 , 1939 

In accordance with your r equest , I am enclosin a 
brief r eport of my ro ress s ince r eceiving the 
r en ewal of Fellowship . I hope i t will meet with 

our a roval . 

From all indications , the work this year is going 
to be even more interesti g and enlightening than 
l ast year's. If only t i me would pause a moment in 
its flight l 

Best of ood wishes to you and gra teful ap r ecia tion 
for your conti nued interest and assistance . 

Sinc erel ours , 

q-~ ~-~ 
Fannin s. Belcher 
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· ' Fannin s. Bel cher 

A ORT 'PORT OF MY PROGRESS 

One year's wor- a t the Drama School of Yale University 

has been completed wi th honor. No incom letes , no f ailures , and good 

grades in al l subjects ! Jum ered among the highlights are three i t ems : 

1) Tutr . Nicoll 1 s(Director of the Dr ama School) approval of and active 

interest in my exhaustive s tudy, 11 The Negro : His Theatre and His .,_ 

Critics" . I unders tand now that my work i n this fi el d was mentioned 
- --------
to one of the Foundations which was pl anning a simil ar project . 2) he 

inclusion of one o my pays on the list from which stu ent productions 

for t his year wi l l be chose~. 3) The success of t he fourt session of 

the 1res t Virginia tate Coll ege Summer Theatre . Although this was out­

side the year of study, the contri utions which the year had made coul d 

be noticed . 

On the as is of the grades for the first year and by 

recommendation of the f aculty, I have een accept ed into the Yale 

Grad ate School as a candidate for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy 

in Dramatic i s tory and Criticism. There is a f aint ossibility( the 

minimum re uirement is usual three years ) tat the degree might be 
;• ~ -~~""' _,,, ..-.;•.~~ ... . ~"": --:;..""'-':~ ~~ 

conferred upon me t his June . I n f act t e ossibility i s so f aint as 
- .,...,.,,. ........ ~':"~~-·J.i, .... ~-.,:'••~ - f.: 

a resul t of the curricula arrangement, I can but work and hope . 

Sinc e the su j ect of the boo unon ·1i ich I am still 

working has now been accepted as my is sertation topic , pu lication 

lans are very indefinite . Enl argement of the r os ectus has opened 

new fie l ds of investi gation . I n ad 

restricted by the detention of 'Ir . 

zine ar ticles pu lished , however , i 
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Vadi s 11 in the fall issue of the Arts Quar t erly; 11 0ur Negro Drama" in 

the October issue of the Opportunity Magazine . I n preparation, by re-

uest, are 11 The Drama Criti6s 11 , 11 Negro Ver sions of the Classics" and 

11 The War Theme in American Fiction11 • The Columbia Workshop has been 

sent a radio pl ay and the Cleve and Players hold a pl ay script. 

Of the school year just beginr~ng , I can write little 

ot her than that my work is much more advanced and is composed of Drama 

and Graduate courses . At the present moment I am also kept busy 

tabulating the responses to the ques tionnaire I sent t o the two hun­

dred accredited Negro high school s in connection with a phase of my 

s tudy on 11 Drama in t he Cu.rricu.la 11 • 

The second year of my Rosenwald Fell owshi promi ses to 

be an enrichi ng one . I shall try to make t he mos t of it . 
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