
1f!t 
MRS MAX ASCOLI 

Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Gentlemen: 

, , 1/_.:.,u 1-'"' 
I trv. • 

I 

C,Li1fd&. e F1r 
Teatoim R ad 
Croton- on- Hurtson, NPw Yorx 

May 28, .. '/4~ 

Mrs. Ascoli would appreciate it very 

much if you would be good enough to senc:1 her three 

copies of your pamr1hlet 11Chilctren and You11 • 

~ • ,,. •.., 1., yours• 

-Vt{,__~~ 
f:"'"- T T°';f t.-, !('I'.' / • 



MRS . MARION ASCOLI 

4-28-42 

Country Address: 

Teatown Road 
Croton-on-the-Hudson 
New York 



Mr. Edwin R• Embree 
4901 Ellis Aveuue 
Cliicugo, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Embree : • 

570 Lexlngton Avenue 
New York, New York 

June 8, 1943 

L.l\C. JD £2~ /) 

---
\ 

~ I I! --~---
Mrs. Ascoli has asKed me to let 

you know thr;.t she received your letter of June 1st 

er closing copy of the Boogie-Yioogie Ballads and 

how much she appreciates your thoughtfUlness in 

seridir.g these to her. 

deal of pleasure. 

She read them with a great 

.. 
I 



June 25, 1943 

Dear Utri on: The other evening I took port i n ates-
t i monial dinner to Bob Teyl or. The hi gh 

~oint were little t~lks by a young girl from the "Rosen­
wqld kpartmentsff and a young boy from the Ida Wells liomes 
wher e t he di nner was held. I don ' t know who bad the bril­
l i ant i dea of ht>ving t.ilk:s i'rorn child.cen instead of grown­
ups but it ~as~ t en strike t Each of the ki ds spoke well 
and wi t h th ,t n· t1ve eio'iuance tht.t so many Negr_pes h&ve . 
The l ittl e girl was Or tha Shands and in the c0uroe of her 
t alk, she spoke gl owingly of your s ,,rvicas ct the curner y 
school when sne wcs a l ittle tot. She said, "Mrs . Stern 
was a fine woman. We a.11 liked her V<Jry much. " 

I j ust thought you might like t0 know 
th" t you are still i n the heart of so .t'i1.e ,-,. youngster . 
So you a.re -- in spi te of superfici al differences f rom 
time to t i me - - in the hearts cf all the r ~st Emong your 
home-town fri ends . 

ERE: SO 

( Mrs. Max tscoli 
23 Grrune cy ar South 
New York, Ne• York 

Very truly yours, 

~ i_OWIN R. t.Mt:3Rtc. 
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assistance and which she asks Miss Madden to ass on to 

ERE 

SEE FELLOWSHIPS (CHRISTIAN E MUSETTE) 

DATE 

FILE CROSS REFERENCE RECORD U NDER NAME OR 

SUBJECT LISTED AT T OP OF THIS SHEET, AND IN 
PROPER DATE ORDER. 
THE PAPERS REFERRED TO SHOULD BE nLED 
U NDER NAME OR SUBJECT LISTED UNDER "SEE " 

YAWMANAND~EMFG.@. 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

FILE NO. 

SIGNED 

FORM NO. O99CR 



The ''Panel f A . '' o mer1cans 
A P resentation of tfie.J 

r' 
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MEXICAN 

SCOTCH 
WELSH 

FRENCH 

ENGLISH 
IRISH 

DUTCH 

CHINESE 

A cross section of America- a. 

collection of the people you might 

find in any community anywhere 

in America-a group of college 

girls with widely varied racial and 

religious backgrounds-your fel­

low Americans. 

A panel is concrete evidence 

that America is a land of many 

peoples. The panel is living proof 

that these people can be friends 

- and live and work and play har­

moniously together, even though 

they differ widely in the things in 

which they believe. But the girls 

are friends because they "Agree 

to disagree agreeably." 



Dr. Byron Done introduces the Panel of Americans at Minter 
, Fie ld, California, where they spoke in connection with Army 

Orientation. 

What the P anel D oes ~ 
' 

High school assemblies, women's clubs, civic and educational organizations, 

church groups have all played host to the Panel. They presented a series of 

radio programs over station KFWB, and they toured Army camps in Southern 
California in connection with the Army Orientation program. 

Each member of the panel has a story to tell-a story about her own family 

and why they came to America. Each story is different, because none of the 

girls are alike, but each story carries one thought "America is a good place 

in which to iive, because here people have the right to be different." 

NEGRO P ROTESTANT RUSSIAN JEW RUSSI,AN PRO ESTANT 



The University Religious Conference is a corpor­

ation formed by official representatives of all major 

religious faiths in Los Angeles. Organized in 1928, 

the Conference has for 16 years carried on the work 

of inter-faith understanding and cooperation Activ­

ities include work among East side and Sawtelle 

children, summer camps for underprivileged chil­

dren, student religious groups, supplying the needs 

of Army and Navy chaplains, and sponsoring the 
"Panel of Americans." These activities are carried 

on through various divisions of the Conference, 

including the Women Associates, Junior Associates, 

the Business Men, the Advisers, Student Board and 

the Chaplains Service Corps. The University Re­

ligious Conference is the Southern California agent 
of the National Conference of Christians and Jews. 

To secure the Panel of Americans for your club 

meeting, write or phone The University Religious 
Conference, 10845 Le Conte, Los Angeles 24, Calif., 

Arizona 31148, Bradshaw 22352. 



NATHAN W. LEVIN 
!570 LEXINGTON AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N . Y . 



We 

University Religious Conference 

a 

California Corporation (Cbartered 1928) 

Headquarters 
10845 Le Conte Avenue 

Los Angeles (24), California 

I 
I 



HISTORY 

Prime mover in the events which lead to the founding of The University 
Religious Conference was Dr. 0. D. Foster who was then secretary of the 
Council of Church Boards of Education. During his service as Chaplain in 
the first World War he had formed with Catholic and Jewish Chaplains 
whom he met there an organization called "Comrades in Service" and dem­
onstrated some of the values of inter-faith cooperation. In Los Angeles he 
succeeded in interesting the members of the Protestant Superintendents' 
Council, the Roman Catholic Archbishop and the leaders of the Jewish com­
munity, and after many months of consideration, a committee composed of 
Dr. \.Y_alter C. Buckner, Father Thomas K. Gorman (now Bishop of Reno) 
and Rabbi Edgar F . Magnin invited Thomas S. Evans to come to Los An­
geles and form an inter-faith organization. The charter, prepared and written 
by J. Wiseman MacDonald, for many years legal counsel to the Catholic 
Archdiocese, was granted by the State of California in 1928. In 1931, Mr. 
E. L. Doheny made a gift of $30,000 which purchased the site for the head­
quarters building. Mrs. 0. P. Clark for the Women and Mr. Cecil B. deMille 
as Chairman of the Building Committee, with Bishop W. Bertrand Stevens 
as president of the Corporation opened the first wing of the building in 1932. 
In 1933 a small dormitory wing was added through the gifts of Mrs. Lyman 
Farwell, Mrs. 0. P. Clark, and Mrs. Milo Bekins. In 1937, the second wing 
of the building was completed through special g ifts from the Latter Day 
Saints Church, Louis B. Mayer and Alphonzo E. Bell. 

The first project of the new organization was the developing of a coopera­
tive religious program at the state University. The second was the open­
ing of a similar program at the Los Angeles City College. In 1934 the 
Extension Department "to coordinate our community outreaches" was 
organized and a secretary hired, who within a short time worked out a 
functional relationship with the National Conference of Christians and Jews. 
In 1935 the UCLA student group developed a community program and 
started University Camp for underprivileged children, which has grown until 
now there is owned and operated an 11 acre site in the San Bernardino 
mountains with $8,000 worth of equipment. In 1938 trialogue teams were 
developed in which a Catholic, a Protestant and a J cw spoke together and 
this developed into the "Panel of Americans" in which representatives of the 
many other groups within the nation were represented. The radio depart­
ment was organized in 1940. In 1941 the annual meeting marked a change of 
emphasis-the organization was no longer merely the coordinator of pro-
grams, but the originator of a cooperative program. In 1942 the vVomen's 
Division organized the Chaplains Service Corps, and the idea of the Confer­
ence was carried by men in khaki and blue to all corners of the g lobe. In 
1943 the students social service program was recognized as a worthy activity 
and a full time secretary placed in charge. In 1944 the first High School 
Student Religious Board was organized. 

The history of the Conference is the story of what happens when religion is 
recognized as the creative force it is and set to work on the problems of the 
community. Starting with the idea that all groups could work together in 
religion for the young people at state educational institutions, various other 
activities have grown up around it, all designed, in the words of the official 
dedication of the headquarters to promote: 

"Our common faith in God ... Keener appreciation of the values inherent 
in our religions ... Harmony and friendly understanding among peoples 
of varying religious faiths." 



CLERGY DMSION 

The official clergy appointee to the Board of the University Religious Con­
ference is in most cases the ranking ecclesiastical leader, and within the 
Religious Conference they meet as the Clergy Division. To them are com­
mitted all problems of policy with regard to cooperation, and out of their 
association has come, and will come, a degree of acquaintance and under­
standing which will be helpful in other fields. Before the Conference was 
organized, there were no channels through which leaders of the different 
religious groups could meet naturally and normally for cooperative work. 
Since the Conference has developed there are many other groups which 
bring together the heads of the various religions. The Clergy Division has 
several times considered whether it cannot as a group of religious leaders 
designate this branch of the Conference as their official channel for coopera­
tive effort in all fields of community interest, but at the present time their 
relationship is concerned, within the Religious Conference, only with matters 
of education, problems of friction and tension between the groups and the 
building of a joint program of goodwill. 



BUSINESS MEN'S DIVISION 

This is the group made up of the business man appointed by each of the con­
stituent groups, and any others whom they may select from the community 
to work with them. Their job is that of managing buildings and budgets, 
facing and raising deficits and doing all the things which make that possible. 
For this purpose they have set up a Radio Committee with an active chair­
man, who calls into consultation with him other men in the radio industry 
when questions affecting radio procedure are involved; a Motion Picture 
committee to represent the Conference within that industry and to secure 
funds from it; and a Public Relations Committee composed of some of the 
leading experts in this field. The Business Division has also created a 
Membership group. To become a member, the payment of one dollar per 
year is required, plus whatever contribution the individual may wish to 
make. To these members there goes a constant stream of reports, informa­
tion and inspirational material, designed to make them intelligent supporters 
of the idea of cooperation among men of all religions and races. 

At present the Conference owns, debt free, its headquarters building, valued 
at one hundred thousand dollars, and rents for the work at the Los Angeles 
City College another building from the Roman Catholic Diocese. Its budget 
is approximately $25,000 annually. Between one-fourth and one-third of 
this comes in regularly appropriated contributions from the denominations 
who make up the Conference, as material evidence of their cooperation, 
and in payment for the quarters and service which their representatives 
receive from the Conference. The balance of the Conference budget is raised 
from members and friends under the direction of the Business group. Spe­
cially designated funds are frequently received, for improvements of the 
building; for training of young men; for special war work; for temporary 
and especially required additions to the staff and other purposes, and these 
are administered also by the Business group. 

There is now in view an effort to provide a dual membership for those who 
wish to support not only the cooperative work, but the work of a particular 
denominational group, so that by the payment of a $5 fee, an individual is 
at once a member of the University Religious Conference and a sponsor of 
one of the denominational programs. 



EDUCATIONAL DMSION 

Those experts in religious education appointed by each constituent group 
to the corporation Board of the Religious Conference, meet and work to­
gether as the Educational Division. Their particular interest is the whole 
problem of teaching of religion-and from their work has stemmed the 
assembly credit course in religion at the City College, the work of the 
advisers at UCLA in presenting courses, the supervision of Religious 
Emphasis Week, Religious Book Week, Brotherhood Week, etc. They arc 
the group who will be in charge of the library on cooperative religion when 
the money for that is available. Under their supervision, the gift to initiate 
a training school for workers in cooperative 1·eligion will be spent. 

Related to the Educational Division are Faculty Advisory Boards at each 
of the schools at which the Conference functions, and also a High School 
Advisory Board to assist in the presentation of the Conference idea at High 
Schools. The first and experimental High School Board was begun in 
Beverly Hills, under the direction of an alumnus of the Beverly Hills High 
School, who had beeen active in the student board at UCLA, and this 
procedure will be followed at other High Schools. 

This division was also in charge of the development of the trialogue plan, 
and later the panel of Americans. Their most pretentious achievement was 
the Institute on Religion and Contemporary Civilization put on by the 
University of Californfa at Los Angeles in collaboration with the University 
Religious Conference, for which Dr. W. E. Hocking of Harvard, Dr. Arthur 
Compton of Chicago, Dr. Ellsworth Faris of Chicago, Mr. Alfred Noyes, 
distinguished English poet, and Dr. Ch'en Shou-yi, were the leaders. 



THE WOMEN'S DMSION 

In 1930, the late Mrs. 0. P. Clark began to organize an advisory group of 
women to assist and further the work of the Conference. When the building 
was dedicated, these women planned and carried through a whole series of 
denominational days, so that the building was first dedicated by the Con­
ference as a whole, and then by each of the constituent groups. When the 
corporation was set up in its present five-member plan, these women were 
almost as a unit designated by their groups as the Women's Division. In 
1938 Mrs. George L. Reynolds was the chairman and under her stimulus 
a group of Women Associates was formed. Women Associates are those 
women who pay one dollar to the Women's Treasury and participate in the 
educational program of the group. The Women's Board, namely those 
women who are among the trustees of the corporation, form the governing 
body of the Women Associates who now number between six and seven 
hundred. 

The Women Associates have a two-fold program. They look after the wel­
fare of the buildings of the organization, and they put on a program for 
themselves, designed to teach all of them about the doctrines and usages of 
the twelve different religious groups which make up the Conference. On 
occasion the program has consisted of visits to one outstanding church of 
each group with an explanation of its work; of a series presented by leaders 
of the various groups on The Will of God in Man's Work; of a series on 
Religion in the Post-War World. In addition, the Women's Board handles 
the social affairs of the corporation. For purposes of efficiency, they are 
divided into House Committee, Hospitality Committee, Program Com­
mittee, Publicity Committee, Associates' Membership Committee, Speakers' 
Committee, Chaplains _Service Corps. 

During the early days of the organization, it was only the series of highly 
successful benefits put on by the Women's group which made it possible for 
the Religious Conference to survive. At present, the Women Associates 
offer a unique opportunity for women of all groups to learn to understand 
each other, and to work together. Mrs. George L. Reynolds, Mrs. Bertrand 
Stevens, Mrs. Willsie Martin and Mrs. Edgar F. Magnin have presided over 
the group throughout the years of its work. 



CHAPLAINS SERVICE CORPS 

Shortly after Pearl Harbor a young Catholic Chaplain came to the University 
Religious Conference and said: "I have twelve hundred men stationed not 
far from here, and half of them are Protestants. I am not equipped to give 
them the type of service to which they are accustomed. Can you tell me 
where I can get some music and enlist the help of a Protestant minister or 
church people?" 

Out of the answer to this request g rew the Chaplains Service Corps. At the 
beginning of the war there were in the Army 140 Chaplains and in the Navy 
less than a hundred. There are now about 10,000 Chaplains in the service. 
When a Chaplain goes into the service he is appointed to serve men of all 
religious faiths. He is not to try to make men agree with him religiously, but 
to try to help the Catholic be a better Catholic, the Jew a better Jew, and 
the Protestant a better member of his individual church. 

Since the Chaplains must of necessity work on an inter-faith basis, the logical 
place for them to come for help, for equipment, for techniques of inter-faith 
work, was to an inter-faith group. Their needs have been many and varied, 
ranging from strictly religious equipment to morale helps for the men in far 
places. Those who now compose the Chaplains Service Corps-some 600 
women of all faiths-work at this task because they are sure that even if they 
looked after their own Chaplains of their own faith, they would not be looking 
after the spiritual welfare of all their own membership in service. T hey 
reason : A Catholic Chaplain understands the Catholic boy and so will 
be able to help him, but the Catholic boy under the Protestant Chaplain 
should have just the same understanding. So if we arc to help all of our 
boys, it must be done through the Chaplains on an inter-faith basis. 

The headquarters of the Chaplains Service Corps and its shipping center 
and work rooms are at the Farmers' Market through the courtesy of Mr. 
Roger Dahljclm. The Corps is interested in contributions of books, radios, 
musical instruments, handicraft materials and money to purchase those 
special items to fill special needs. 

The intense spirit of cooperation which has been built up through this war 
service will no doubt issue, when peace comes, in some equally important 
type of community service. 

Dear Mn. Sims: 13 October 1944. 
A chaplain on the West Coast wrote recently: 
"Throughout the years of the emergency the Chaplains' Service Corps. headed by 
::\frs. Sims, has not only done marvels for the enlisted men through the chaplains but 
has done much to preserve the morale of both Army and Navy chaplains." 
That is high praise and because of reports and comments from various sources I con• 
sidtr- it a privilege to compliment you and your associates for the grand work you 
have done. 
The task of preserving and promoting the spiritual v:ilucs in men who must engage in 
war is not an easy one. • either is it a hopeless one. But the degree of success depends 
as much on the noble "!Torts of people like yourself as on the chaplains themselves. 
Fighting men at the front could not win the war without the guns and nmmunition 
from the home front. Likewise, the chaplains could accomplish little without the help 
of organizations like yours. 
~fay God bless you all and help you to make certain a spiritual victory that will pre• 
1ervc and ~rpctuatc the fruits of a military victory. 

Devotedly yours, 
WM. R. ARNOLD, Chief of Chaplains 
Army Service Forces, Washington 25, D. C. 



THE ADVISER'S DIVISION 

Within the organizational framework of the Religious Conference, those 
professional student advisors appointed by each denomination to look after 
their students, form the Advisers' Division. In many cases the denomination 
has appointed one student worker for all the educational institutions within 
the city, or the county, or even in some cases, in Southern California. Some­
times there are separate clergymen appointed by the group for each institu­
tion. In any case there is at each campus a denominational student club 
under the supervision of these advisers who are appointed by their own 
churches, carry on their own programs without supervision from the Reli­
gious Conference, and yet form the Advisers' Division of the Religious 
Conference Corporation when they act together. The cooperative program 
of the groups forms a part of the program of the University Religious Con­
ference and the employed officers serve any one or more groups when called 
upon to do so. 

The student groups at present organized are: 

AT UCLA 
Roger Williams Club 
Campbell Club 
Plymouth Club 
Stevens Club 
Hillel Council 
Lambda Delta Sigma 
Luther Club 
Wesley Foundation 
Westminster Foundation 
Quaker Club 
Newman Club 
Liberal Club 
Y.M.C.A. 

DENOMINATIONS 
Baptist 
Christian 
Congregational 
Episcopal 
Jewish 
Latter Day Saints 
Lutheran 
Methodist 
Presbyterian 
Friends 
Roman Catholic 
Unitarian 

AT LACC 
Roger Williams Club 
Campbell Club 
Plymouth Club 
Canterbury Club 
Hillel Council 
Lambda Delta Sigma 
Luther Club 
Wesley Foundation 
Westminster Foundation 

Newman Club 

Y.M.C.A. 
Y.W.C.A. 

At both schools two members of each of the above clubs are united in an 
Inter-Faith Council, which is coordinated by a member of the Conference 
staff and advised by the chairman of the Advisers' group. This Inter-Faith 
council arranged joint affairs for acquaintance and sociability, the joint 
Christmas-Chanukah festival, special joint summer programs, etc. 

Each denominational adviser to students builds a program which carries the 
educational plans of his church to the campus, and enlists the students there. 
At many points cooperation is possible, and because they operate in the same 
building cooperation is much easier and more effective. 



STUDENT BOARD 

Up to 1934 cooperation between the groups on the student level, was 
secured by bringing together the representatives of the denominational 
student clubs. In 1934 there was organized the first Student Board of the 
University Religious Conference at UCLA, and by a provision of the 
By-laws it is directly related to the corporation. Membership on the student 
board is by appointment only, and has come to be a coveted prize among 
campus leaders. Their task is to represent the University Religious Confer­
ence at the campus, to create an atmosphere in which religion can grow and 
express itself and discover for themselves the meaning of religion and the 
thrill of cooperation. 

At the first meeting of the group, they began a serious study of how religion, 
cooperatively, could serve a community and various reports were brought in. 
These reports included cooperative action for underprivileged children which 
eventuated in University Camp ( see page 11); cooperative action for good 
government; cooperative action for combatting prejudice and intolerance; 
cooperative action for giving campus religion standing and importance. 

All of these lines have developed. But the primary achievement of the 
Student Board is that it provides a training ground for its members, who in 
the meetings discover the tremendous thrill which the recognition of a 
stranger as a brother can give. Just as the denominational clubs exist for 
the propagation of institutional religion, the student board exists to promote 
the ideal of the cooperation of men of all faiths and colors, for the benefit 
of religion and the community. 

Each group sets its own task each year, and the ideal behind all their work 
is that religion is a creative force which knows no limits when courageous 
individuals accept it as the motivating force of their lives. 

Out of the student board grew an Alumni Board which was most effective 
in carrying the Conference doctrine into the community. The coming of 
the war broke this group up, but the Conference has kept in touch with 
hundreds of them through letters and bulletins and their interest and effec­
tiveness will not have waned when they return home. Up to the fall of 1944, 
three student board chairmen had been killed in action and some suitably 
inspiring memorial is contemplated for them. 



UNIVERSITY CAMP, AND STUDENT SOCIAL SERVICE 

University Camp is located in the San Bernardino mountains, on the south 
fork of the Santa Ana River. It comprises eleven acres of flat sandy soil, 
heavily wooded with pine, cedar and redwood. Improvements consist of a 
large stone lodge now being used for kitchen and mess hall, seating eighty 
people; a swimming pool with a good filtering and chlorinating system; a 
small hospital and headquarters; and sanitary facilities adequate for seventy 
or eighty campers. The purchase price and funds for all improvements 
except the lodge was raised by the s tudents on the campus and the Camp 
Drive is a big feature of the spring semester's work. Mrs. Frank Good con­
tributed $1750 to purchase the buildings and pool and also erected the small 
hospital cabin. They have also becen assisted from time to time by gifts 
from Shirley Temple, and by Mr. & Mrs. Joe E. Brown, whose son, the late 
Captain Don Brown, had been a head councillor at the camp while a senior. 
Within a few years a suitable memorial to Captain Brown ,-..-ill be erected on 
the camp site. The camp could easily accommodate a hundred and fiftr 
campers. 

Up to the present the camp has fulfilled two functions. It has provided a 
social service activity for the students throu~h which they can become 
acquainted with the problems. the responsibilities and the rewards of such 
community service. Also they have offered it as an experimental center. 
Immediately prior to the outbreak of the war, there was a special camp for 
diabetic children, under the supervision of the Diabetics Association of 
Southern California. During the time when the State Relief Association 
was functioning at its maximum, six hundred children under state care 
were taken care of by the campus group. During the summer of 1944, in 
cooperation with the Probation Department of the County, two small experi­
mental camps were held for adolescents under the care of the Probation 
Department to observe the possibilities of using a camp program for them. 

University Camp has also been an experiment center for complete inter­
racial and inter-religious activity. 

Special camps have also been held for the children of aircraft workers as a 
contribution to the problem of absenteeism. 

The entire camp drive, the conduct of the camp, the selection of the children, 
(from sources offered by the Family Welfare Association and simila r groups) 
is in the hands of the Camp Committee of the Student Board. 

Three years after the camp program was begun, ·follow-up clubs were begun 
and these grew in number and importance until in 1940 a part time worker 
was employed to coordinate them. In 1943 a full-time social service depart­
ment was begun with an advisory board of its own. The idea that student 
service in all such activities should be experimental was carried out by 
working with the Probation Department in Mexican districts, by a three 
day Latin-American Fiesta desgned to provide funds for the department, 
and to awaken the pride of the Mexican-American children in the cultural 
heritage and by the development of special clubs and activities for Latin­
American students. The most recent activity in the spring of 1944 was the 
opening of the Hi-House activities for High School students in the vicinity 
of the Conference headquarters under the supervision of, and in cooperation 
with the UCLA students. 



\(_ WORK m INTER-GROUP RELATIONS 

Out of the student board's earliest interests in inter-group relations, the 
"trialogue" technique was developed-three people from different back­
grounds, and different beliefs, who went out speaking together. At first 
their presentations were made separately, and the three speakers would be 
a Catholic, a Jew and a Protestant. Later on the question and answer 
method was developed, and the groups were more specifically designated, 
as Catholic, Jew, Baptist, or Episcopalian, or even at times three different 
Protestants. The idea was to present a technique for inter-group discussion 
and cooperation. Shortly after the outbreak of World War II when the 
young men who had composed most of the trialogue teams were no longer 
available, there began some experiments with a "United Nations Team." 
Very quickly this became a Panel of Americans, and as such has had tre­
mendous success in appearing before High School groups, Rotary Clubs, 
Women's groups, and even under the Orientation Program in Army camps. 

The panel was made up of from five to eight college girls, each representing 
a different racial or religious group, and included always one of those Amer­
icans who had lost track of the fact that they too were once immigrants. 
Together they talk about what America means to them in terms of hopes 
and fears, and then they open the group to questions from the audience and 
conduct a panel on the problem of minorities, their problems, their value 
and their future. 

Both of these two activities, the trialogue and the panel, represent merely one 
expression, and probably a passing one, of the way in which the Conference 
functions. When a problem arises on which the voice of cooperative religion 
can speak or to which it can offer a solution, techniques are developed that 
will enable religion to make that solution. When that particular technique 
is worn out, it is set aside for something else necessary, creative and dynamic. 



JUNIOR ASSOCIATES 

In 1934, Miss Betty Jones, now Mrs. Dean Christy, organized a group of 
younger women in the community into the Junior Hostesses of the Uni­
versity Religious Conference. They have no official relationship, but they 
have chosen the Conference as their project, and their purpose as set forth 
in their by-laws is to further and promote its work. For some years their 
chief project was the work at the Los Angeles City College, and they pro­
vided living accommodations for needy students, paid the salary of the secre­
tary, undertook the repair and maintenance of the building and at the same 
time offered their services for the social functions of the Conference corpora­
tion. In 1943, they changed their name to Junior Associates and took on as 
their special interest the social service projects which the students had 
initiated. In 1944 they celebrated their tenth anniversary with a tea at the 
home of Mrs. Cecil B. deMille where they had had their original meeting. 
There are sixty members, a waiting list and provisional members who become 
eligible for full membership after a certain number of hours work at the 
headquarters becoming acquainted with the whole plan of the Conference. 
The Chairman is a Trustee of the corporation. 

In addition to their benefits and social activities, the Junior Associates have 
an educational program of their own, and their benefits are taking the form 
of presenting to the community outstanding educational and political leaders. 



L 

THE PRACTICAL BASIS OF 
THE UNIVERSITY RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE 

The practical basis of "The University Religious Conference" is completely 
creative. There were certain things assumed at first, when official represent­
atives of many religious groups who were in dogma and tradition quite dif­
ferent, first began to work together. The first was that any limitation of any 
group's belief, any watering down of their own fundamental doctrine, would 
not only be impossible from the standpoint of honest devoted religious people, 
but would be impracticable because it would introduce a note of weakness 
into the new organization. There was to be no compromise of essential con­
viction. It was therefore seen at once that only those who were profoundly 
convinced of the truth of their own position would be willing to put them­
selves into continuous and close association with one another. The effect 
they hoped for was speedily proved-any uncertainty of conviction was dis­
covered and weeded out. A fundamental idea was thus established-cooper­
ation builds individual conviction, rather than weakens it. 

The second fundamental of the Conference was that there is great profit and 
pleasure to be gained from cooperation in things of community and social 
interest. Once it is seen that the field of cooperation is not that of religious 
worship, or personal belief, but rather of action which is always the result of 
religious conviction, many of the doubts which people who have not seen 
the Conference in action, feel about it, vanish completely. 

Within the Conference structure there has of necessity been much thinking 
about democracy, and one of the results arrived at is that democracy does 
not mean that the majority rules, but that the minority have rights. There is 
no rule of the majority in the Conference. If there is not unanimous agree­
ment on a course of action, the whole Conference does not proceed. Two or 
more groups can agree on a course of action, and the machinery of the Con­
ference is there to assist them, but within the actual framework of the 
Conference no group can ever be out-voted. 

Finally, it has been proved again and again that religion, pure and undefiled 
is creative and dynamic and expresses itself in cooperative action. Conversely, 
without that spirit of religion, no good can be permanent in any community. 
Therefore, The University Religious Conference which brings into one 
organization all the major religious groups within the community is com­
mitted to two principles, the free expression by each man of his own beliefs, 
- and the promotion of the spirit of religion without which no cooperation, 
no brotherhood, no democracy can be effective. 



NATIONAL EXPANSION 

At the same time that The University Religious Conference was being in­
corporated in Los Angeles, the Federal Council Committee on Friendly 
Relations Between Jews and Christians was beginning its work, which later 
eventuated in the National Conference of Christians and Jews. By 1934 
The University Religious Conference felt a need for a national affiliation 
and the National Conference of Christians and Jews was making itself felt 
nationally through local community organizations. In order to avoid any 
competition the National Conference recognized the Extension Department 
of the University Religious Conference as its local agency, and later on the 
whole corporation was recognized as doing in Southern California the work 
which a local chapter of the National Conference would do. The president 
of the National Conference is an honorary trustee of the University Religious 
Conference, and the executive secretary of the local group is listed as a staff 
member of the National. There is no other organizational connection, but 
many of the techniques which the local group found most effective have been 
promoted by the National in other localities, and the National has supplied 
the local with materials on Brotherhood Weck, the results of special research 
and with occasional help on special community problems. 

The relationship at the present time is one between a local organization 
which is experimenting in, and developing techniques for inter-faith work, 
and a national promotion group which can afford intensive research and 
publicity. 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES 1944-45 

Baptist 
Dr. Ralph A. Jensen 
Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed 
O lin J . Hessell 
Mrs. T hos. W. Warner 
Rev. Stanley Jacobson 

Christian 
Dr. Cleveland Kleihauer 
Kenneth Holst 
Louis K. Foley 
Mrs. C. 0 . Goodwin 
Donald Hitchcock 

Congregational 
Dr. Nelson C. Dreier 
Dr. Rosco Ingalls 
Blake Franklin 
Mrs. J . V. McCandless 
Rev. Peter Jansen 

Episcopal 
Rt. Rev. 'vV. B. Stevens 
Rev. S. C. Clark, Jr. 
Frank Harwell, Jr. 
Mrs. Harry Masser 
Rev. Gilbert Prince 
Rev. Don Brown 

Jewish 
Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin 
Rabbi facob Kohn 
Judge Harry Hollzer 
Mrs. S. H . Berch 
Rabbi Bernard Harrison 
Rabbi Henry Rabin 

Latter Day Saints (Mormon) 
Dr. Frank 'vVest 
Vern 0. Knudsen 
P reston Richards 
Mrs. Louis K. Sims 
Dr. G. Byron Done 

Lutheran 
Rev. Robert D. Kerstetter 
Dr. Harry Hoijer 
C. B. Runkle 
Mrs. W . L. Dickson 
June Sederstrom 

Methodist 
Bishop James C. Baker 
Dr. Calvin Holman 
Paul H elms 
Mrs. Willsie Martin 
Rev. Herman Beimfohr 

Presbyterian 
Dr. Glenn W . Moore 
Dr. Eugene C. Blake 
Alphonzo E. Bell 
Mrs. J . K. Lytle 
Rev. Wm. Macinnes 
Rev. Kenneth MacLennan 

Quaker (Friends) 
W . 0. Mendenhall 
Helen C. Stevenson 
John Mott 
Alice T. Weed 
Pa trick Lloyd 

Roman Catholic 
Msgr. John Cawley 
Dr. P . J . Dignan 
H arry G. Johansing 
Mrs. Geo. L. Reynolds 
F r. Benj. F. Bowling 
Fr. T imothy Crean 

Unitarian 
Dr. Ernest Caldecott 
Dr. Bennett M. Allen 
Gerry Fitzgerald 
Mrs. Ernest Caldecott 
Rev. W illiam Taylor 

Y.M.C.A. 
Guy C. Harris 
Robert W. Kerr 

AT LARGE 

Clergy Division 
Bishop Joseph T. McGucken 
Dr. Ralph Mayberry 
Dr. Wm. E. Roberts 

Business Men's Division 
George L. Eastman 
Byron C. Hanna 
Wm. M. Henry 
Harold Jackson 
Jesse R. Kellems 
Sol Lesser 
Leon L. Lewis 
Marshall F. McComb 
Mendel Silberberg 
Walter Wanger 
Thomas P . White 

Educational Division 
Mrs. Arthur Heineman 
Dr. Vincent P. Maher 
Dr. Hugh Miller 
Dr. Gordon S. Watkins 

Women's Division 
Mrs. Gordon Boucher 
Mrs. Joe E . Brown 
Mrs. Muriel Clark Ezell 
Mrs. F rank Good 
Mrs. Rex Hardy 
Mrs. Edg_ar F. Magnin 
Mrs. W. L. P ierce 
Mrs. Rex Ross 
Mrs. W. B, Stevens 
Mrs. David Tannenbaum 
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• By strengthened religious convictions. 

• By inter-/ aith cooperation on common principles 
of justice and charity toward all. 

• By common defense of-freedom through commow 
opposition to all divisive JY?Vements preach-
ing bigotry and hate. t.fiill1,i 

T"' 

... 

r 



~ow many times have you heard somebody say, "If the churches would just get together they 

would get something done?" or "then I would be interested in doing something for them!" They have 

gotten together in Los Angeles, in a manner different from anything else in the world. 

Thirteen religious groups: ,. 
BAPTIST 

CATHOLIC 

CoNGREGATCONAL 

DISCIPLE ( CHRISTIA ) 

EPISCOPAL 

}EWlSH 

LATTER DAY SAINT 

LUTHERAN 

Y.M.C.A. 

METHODIST 

PRESBYTERIAN 

QUAKER 

UNITARIAN 

Each of them appoints five representatives who together form the Board of Trustees of 

The University Religious Conference 
They have hought property, built a building, and hired a staff which has been working since 1928. 

Although the Conference program is one of cooperation and working together on 
common problems, this organization does not stand for a levelling of religious differ­
ences. It does stand for the idea that people can work together, must work together, 
as Americans, even though they may not agree on religious dogma and forms of wor­
ship. Furthermore, it stands for the idea that intolerance and discrimination because 
of religious label is un-American, and dangerous to the welfare of democracy. 

The organization functions through separate d ivisions. 

CLERGY DJVTSION-the ranking official clergy leader of each of the groups who together make up the Conference. They 
confer on matters of policy and are the ultimate source of authority. 

EDUCATIONAL D1VISION--<>ne educator from each church group. They talk about how religion can be taught, and where 
and by whom, and handle all relationships of the cooperative group to high schools, public schools, and so forth. 

Bus1NESS MEN'S D1v1st0N--<>ne business man from each church, plus others who are much interested. l11ey pay the 
bills and handle the finances and property. One of their chief functions is enlisting other people to become mem­
bers, at from $5 to $500 per year, and thus help support the work of the Conference. 

WOMEN'S DJV1st0N--<>ne woman from each church forms the nucleus of this division. They have enlarged their group 
to include, under the name Women Associates, some five hundred women of the city, of all faiths, who like this 
idea of working together. l11ey run an educational program for themselves each fall and winter and they have 
organized as their special war-time service the "Chaplains' Service Corps." 

AoVTSER's D1VTSION-this is composed of those people whom the churches employ to do their work at the universities 
and colleges. They are the trained experts, in full ch1rge of the campus programs for their students. 

STAFF-The principal executive of the University Religious Conference is l1101 as S. Evan. His associate is AdalineJ 
Guenther and they are assisted from time to time by young men and w~en wlio, for mor or less financial cor­
siderarion, give their time to promoting some of the things the Conference scan'ZJ for. 

NATIO:-.AL CONFERENCE-The National Conference of Christians and Jews recognif e 4 e University Reli , ious eoiJ/ 
ference as the agency for its work in Southern California. f{Ji [ 

✓ 



I'm all in favor of people getting together 

OR 

The Golden Rule is my standard 

OR 

I'm against all these hate movements and rumors. 

There are a lot of Americans who think they are not religious. Yet 

they are the ones who would not under any circumstances live in a com­

munity where there was no church. They are also the ones who stand out most strongly in favor of the 

ideals of religion, when they are attacked. 

Many of them find in the Uni versity Religious Conference an organization through which they can 

channel their altruistic impulses. It is also the organization in which many of them have found out that 

the modern expressions of religion are much more to their liking than they thought. 

One individual who has a good idea can accomplish just one individual's work. United with thousands 

of others, who are moved by the same good idea, he and they can accomplish the work of thousands. That's 

the reason for organized religion, and things like the University Religious Conference. 

One of the Conference "graduates" 1s now in North Africa. His 

last letter says: 

"The spirit of the Conference is what this sick world needs. The nations 

need lo saJ1 to each other: 'Let's work together on our common problems; let's 

see what is the ca.use of our various misnndersta11dings; m~ybe we need to know 

each other better. The trouble with this world is really the J1eople that live in it. 

"I'm a pretty good disciple of the Conference and at home we were some­

times alarmed at the state of prejudice and intolerance. But I have found it is 

nothing, com/1ari'd to the forces of prejudice, intolerance, hatrrd, fear and thirst 

for revenge that contaminate Europe. America, even as she is today, with all brr 

shorlco111i11gs, is the world's ho/11'. She alone can be leader and inspiration in thl' 

building of a 11ew world. So here's another $50 ... you seem to know a.i!.Jv 

things that need doing in this line." 



1- At U.C.L.A. 

2-At the City College. 

At each campus there is a building, in which all the religious groups 

in the Conference have meetings. Each group plans its program for its stu• 

dents, in full knowledge of what the others are doing. When two or more 

groups do the same thing, they do it together. They have one central off ice, 

and one overhead. 

Each group tries to give its students a complete education- what the 

students learn in the classroom is motivated by the spirit of unselfishness and 

service, which is the heart of religion. 

Together, through their common staff, they give all the students a pic­

ture of the real America-where men of all races and religions work together 

to achieve the ideals of democracy--separated for worship, together for ser­

vice. 

This last is done through a Student Board composed of individuals of 

all religious faiths. They run a camp for less fortuna te children, which has 

developed into an all-year program of clubs, athletic teams, big-brother move­

ments, etc., in Sawtelle. "University Camp" has a $7,000 property and 

equipment in the San Bernardino Mounta ins, Lo which an average of four 

hundred children are taken each summer. 



Because this is a group of people of a ll religions working 

together, their service to the men of the army, navy and air 

force has been through the chaplains, who work on the same 

principle as the Religious Conference ... working with men 

regardless of race or creed. 

In one six months period, this group furnished 20 day 

rooms; placed 120 radios with isolated groups; sent 74 phono-

graphs and 1,000 records to Alaska; sent sheet music to Mid­

way and books and projection machines to the Solomons; provided choral music for 453 chaplains' 

church services, collected musical instruments for a complete orchestra, purchased recreational equip­

ment for men in the far regions of Alaska; provided toilet articles and recreational equipment for 300 

men in the evacuation hospital; and put on innumerable parties, song services, and so forth. They find the 

things to do which no one else is doing . . . and they do them for the boys whom no one else is serving. 

This part of the Conference is called THE CHAPLAJ S' SERVICE CORPS. 

The young people who are working in defense plants. and who spend part of their evenings in help­

ing with the recreational programs of the CHAPLAINS' SERVICE CORPS, are organized into a Junior 

Auxiliary. The " men in uniform" on the campus are the special care of the Conference and of its con­

stituent organized religious groups. 



I. Every Sunday morning from 8:15 to 8:30, over KFI, readings from 

THE BOOK OF BOOKS with a background of recorded music -

done by four young men- students at U.C.L.A. The Student Board 

of the Conference sponsors the program. 

II. Every Saturday night over KFWB, from 6 :30 to 7:00- Rabbi Bernard 

Harrison, Father Benjamin F. Bowling and Reverend George Hill 

in a What's Y our Answer program. They answer questions directed 

to all of them, on which they may or may not agree, and they answer 

questions individually. 



W/2ai we do 

Recommended by the Clergy Division of the corporation, which is the policy making group of the 
corporation, the Conference has constituted a COMMU ' ITY COMMITTEE ON INTERFAITH AFFAIR~ 
and has secured the official a ppointments to this committee from the denominational groups. 

TRIA LOGUES 
A trialogue is three people, with three different points of view, and three different 

backgrounds, who believe that the American way is to learn how to live and work with peo­
ple who are different and believe differently. This means an ability to talk about things, 

It'• effective. come to different conclusions, and to do it in an atmosphere of respect- agreeing to dis-
agree, agreeably. It also means that one goes for information to the sources which know the correct an­
swers. So for years, we have been sending out teams of three different people, of different religions, who 
answer questions, illustrate their essential unity and demonstrate the American way of dealing with dif­
ferences. 

ROUND TABLES 
In many small communities- and some not so small- Round Tables are set up 

in which citizens of different faiths come together, when occasion demands it, to prove 
that although tJ1ey believe differently about many things, they do agree that in Amer­
ica there is an honest respect for differences, and that loyalty to the nation does not 
demand uniformity of religious or political belief. 

JUNIOR HOSTESSES 
This is a group of younger women who have made the Religious Conference the 

subject of their philanthropic efforts. The bills of the corporation have to be paid , 

and under the leadership of a vet y efficient chairman each year, these young women do 

their part to see that it is done. 

STUDY GROUPS 
The Religious Conference believes in people thinking--+Sq,..-wherever smali number 

of people want to get together,-to talk about post -war p'~allning, or the contributio 1 

of religion, in any field of human interest, the organ'zatiq,6tf i ready to offer guidance 
l· 1 

11 
and secure leadership. fujf 



L,n: MEMBERS- those who have contributed $1,000 or more Lo the capital fund ( the corporation owns, 

debt free, a hundred thousand dollar property, which is its headquarters.) 

Louis D. Beaumont 

Alphonso E. Bell 

Lucy Mason C lark 

Cecil B. DeMille 

Mrs. E. L. Doheny 

Edith Pierson Evans 

Gerry Fitzgerald 

Edwin and Harold Janss 

H arry G. Johansing 

Gordon B. Kauffman 

S~I Lesser 

Louis B. Mayer 

Ben R. Meyer 

Mrs. Seeley W. Mudd 

Joseph Schenck 

James G. Warren 

CoNTRlBUTORS- six hundred and five individuals who givP anywhere from $5 to $1,000 per year lo sup-

port the budget. 

TRUSTEES-officially nominated by the denominations a nd elected annuaJly. 

WoivJEN AssOCJATEs- more than five hundred. 

AND- hundreds of a ffiliated ministers. interested students and friends, who like the idea of rel igions 

work ing together to perpetuate the American way of life. 

You can act as though you believed in the idea of the Religious Conference yourself. This means 

judging a man for what he is, instead of through pre-conceived prejudices. It means believing in the 

fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. It means stand ing for these things under all circum­

stances and in all conditions. 

You can join with the other people who believe in these things and help support the University Re­

ligious Conference. If a soldier in Africa thinks enough of the idea to send a hundred dollars out of 

a second lieutenant's pay, it must he worth something. A contribution of five dollars a year will make 

you a member and the gifts range from there to one thousand dol1ars a year. 

You can use the va rious agencies like the Chaplains' Service Corps, the Junior Auxiliary, the cam­

pus groups, the Women Associates-to keep yourself informed and intelligent on the subject of the place 

which religion has in the new world we must build after the war is over. 

Make checks payable to 

1 ' • 

THE UNIVERSl~!uct;~~f~~~L9.~x~ ( '}~FERENCE 
i' 1/.: /\ and send to the headquarters-10845 LeConte Avenue, 1(,.... , ngeles. 
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_ _I ___ \ August ,:~'---

~ t Dear-.!Jr E:nbre~: \ \ 
Many--~ .,n.1Cs ~-o-r _y_o_ur_ ~-ic_e_ l_e~_t_e_r __ , 

enclosing copy of le"ttef' ! rom President Pc1.t1.- P--.r-s ... o_n,..•­
of Tuskegee Instlt1.1te. It sounds as though this 
pr::>ject, has become an outstanding success. 

I am allfs.ys very interestei in 
the work of tr Fund and appreciat" your thought­
fulness in keep'ng me informed. 

Do hope you are having a pleasant 
summer. 

Mr. Edwin R• Embree 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Very sincerel:r, 

I 
l 
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Oct ober 21 , 1943 

Dour Sir: I em lfri ting to c1,ll your a t.e,~tion 
to Corpor•.l J,_fred Cockr~ll r.ow of 

t he 644 th Orn,1.~ r.ce A.n..111uni tion Com p&.ny, s~ vcnr,al, 
Cr1lntU1co D~,p0t, Proving vrrJnn::l , Illinoi s . 

Cor_t>ore l Coc'.!rell i::, !.pplyi : 6 !:o­
trf' inir i 119 ·l flyi .. ,:; canc.1,1. ... te . I ~G101"' hi.11 l'n:3 
l~is i'£,:r.ily t""~ll '3nough to : ·ecc.,,mcn::l heartily t ht. t 
tie be g i ven an ex!Hninati on for thi.i service . 

As you knov,, the Julius ~o~emw-!..ld 
: ur.d l ::..s be,er, 0 ru1. tly int-:,r1.:r, ttld in traini nt; f!E:rv­
icei:1 for· Negro flier$ . I fee.1. tlit•t l,hi s i :.. a .. 1&n 

wto ~t,ould be given ev"ry con3id.erll tion for this 
service. 

MaJor Laurh:.i )( . Eel!:: 
Air Liuison O ficer 
6th Ser,ice Com~and 
Army Ai r Forces 
Uni t,.,,d ~ti•. t es Army 
Civic Opera Buildi ng 
Chicago, Illinoi s 

Very truly yours , 

EDWIN R. EMBREE 



October 22, 1943 

Dear Vnrion: I can scarcely im~gi ne 
any call from you that 

woul d be an i mposi tion. I bave t alked 
wi t h Urs . Cockrell and have star t ed the 
beut machi nery I know for t he consi deru­
t i on of her son f or t he f lying forces . 
I shull follow the mutter up . 

I f the l ~d passes hi s 
exruninati ons satisfactori l y - - as we 
are all sure he wi l~ -- I t hi nk an op­
t>Qrtunity for training is assured. 

E!-tE: S0 

Mrs . Max Ji.scoli 

Ver y truly yours, 

Eow1N R. EM h.t.c. 

., r 2' 
23 Gramercy Par~ Sout h 
New York, hew York 

J 
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October 27, 1943 

Dear M&.rion: You will be glad to i<r,o" tht.t t he 
aµplication of Mrs . Cockrell 1 t:i son 

for tne Ai r Corps has been fiCC6!Jted. he b&.~ passed. 
his _µhysical examinati on t-na is now t•t Camp Grar,t 
where ne fini Gbed bi s ruer.tnl e.JC&.B1ir.ii1.tion and !'4f,d e a 
f>Cor~ of 234 -- the requir~d score being .lJ7. he 
stil l h,-s eo equilibri um test t.o tuke. I f the boy 
i s ~i:, 5ood we we thiru: :.e i ti , he should get i nto t he 
Ai r Corps prompt ly. 

Vary truly your&, 

EDWIN R. EMB~EE 

' '.II, ~ ,,,- ..... W.rs. Mta Aecoli i.,,...-:v, """" 

~3 Gru,11ercy E'f,r.c South 
N""w York , New York 

J 
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ERE ,, /t ~ ·\_ C . .J. 

C I ft=OALIE --.1:A.TOWN ~ 

CID()T() ~-()N- tiUO --
October 28, 1~4J 

De, ir Edwin: -- -
I have already received the most 

enthusiastic letter from Mrs. Cockrell thanking 
me for putting her in touch with you and telling 
me of your kindness to her. As you know, she is 
one of my very good friends and her son seems ~o 
be an unusually fine lad. It means a great deal 
to me to have you helping on this case. 

I was delighted to receive a copy o1 
"Brown Americans" and appreciate your thought­
fulness in sending it to me. I am looking 
forward to reading it with much interest. 

With kindest greetings, 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinoi$ 

Very sincerely, 

'M ~ ) fJ--0 </4.,' 
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MRS. MA~ ASCOLI 11 
23 Gramercy Park south 
New York J, New York 

December l, 1943 

Dear Edwin: 

As you probably know, I showed the study or Race 
Relations, which the FUnd got out, to my friend, Mrs. Eli 
Nathan, who works for the American Jewish Committee. It 
made a big hit and they are now eager to get a dozen more 
copies. Q~ ~o ,r, 

Mrs. Nathan tells me that she wrote to you abour11 ~ml 
this and that you sent l:er five copies with a note saying \ ;..~~-'- . 
that no more were avliilable. She really needs fifteen copiee,,,.t.~. J 

to sena to Inter-Racial Committees in different cities sucb 
as Baltimore, Detroit, st. Louis, Los Angeles, etc., etc. 
These Inter-R~cial ~ommittees are non-sectarian in membership 
and are dealing with the entire racial problem. 

However, the Jewish members of the different 
committees, knowing that the American Jewish Committee has 
some material on Inter-Racial matters, are now asking for it 
and Mrs. Nathan feels that the Fund's magazine or survey is, 
by far, the best she has seen. She telJ.s me that five copies 
do her no good at all. 

Because of the demand for them, it seems to me 
that it is very important for the FUnd to send out this very 
important material to the places where it will do the most 
good. Mrs . Nathan would like to have twelve more copies ot' 
the present issue and fifteen copies of any future publications 
on this subject. Couldn' t you please send them on to her? 
If' you wish, she will make a detE.iled report to you as to 
where the material has gone and what the reaction was. Her 
address is: 

c/o Amerjcan Jewish Committee 
J86 Fourth Avenue 
New York, New York. 

I can't tell you how much I appreciate your 
thoughtfulness in sendi~ me the the three books. I am 
particul arly enjoying Bayous of LouiEiana. 

With warmest personal greetir.gs, 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
49Ul El lis hvenue 
Chi cago 5, Illinois 



December 11, 1943 

Dear l1ari on: I am writing directly to firs . 
Nathan about the reports on r ace 

relations. We will , of course, supply whatever 
real needs she has . The t t i ng that she specifical-
l y oug6est s , nsmely her sending copi es t o i nter­
raci&l committees i n different cities , i s just whht 
we are trJing to c~void. •These committees are re­
ceiving copies directly . fte are very hnxi ous to pre­
vent duplicc.tion and t o El.Voi d any impr essi on t hat 
these r ef)orts ar e other than very valuable con­
fidenti al documents . 

We will certai nl y furni sh Kr~. 
Nathan whatever she needs. 

Very truly yours, 

EDWIN R. EMBRc.E­
ERE:SO 

Mrs. 1'io: Ascoli 
23 GramercYPe"Fk South 
New York J, Ne• York 

J 
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NEWYOR IC NY FEB 2 1944 

DR WILL ALEXANDER - -t -I --r 
I - - I - 1--if CARe: JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND 4901 E IS AVE CHIC~GO ILL• 

ADELE AN]) URGENTLY IN NEED OF YOUR WISDOM AHD-COUNSEL ON MATTER Of 

IMPORTAHCE COULD YOU POSSIBLY MEET US HERE IN NiWYORK EITHER ON 

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 8TH MONDAY FEB 14TH TUESDAY FEB 15TH AROU~ FOUR - -- ~ 
IN THE AFTERNOOH PLEASE WIRE REPLY 23 GRAJERCY PARK SOUTH. 

~AR 10~ t~C!\- lpw-.w-

830PM 

THE OOMPANY WfLL APPlUICLI.TE SUO-OESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNINQ M1l 8ERVYOl!l 



r f;EDRC:Y liPilRIK SOlJTIH 

I:--l - - , Fe brue.ry 

Alexander: 

8 ., 1944 

- Dea.TW. 

Adele and I and a friend of our s would 
be very glad if you could see us Saturday 
morning, February 26th , at ten- thirty at Adele ' s 
apartment, 300 Park Avenue . We were hoping that 
you could give us the whole morning. Please let 
me know if this time is convenient for you. 

Max and I would be so happy if you could 
dine with us either Friday night or Saturday 
night ., the 25th or 26th, whichever would suit 
you best. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon . 

\ armest gr eetings , 

Dr. w. w. Alexander 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chica.go , Illinois 



February 9, 1944 

Dear Mrs . Ascoli: I shall be very glhd to 

gi ve •h~tever time is desirable 

for the discussion with you and others ttt Mr..; . Levy•s 

apartment Saturday , Februlil"y 26, at 10.JO a.m. i n 

New York. 

I regret t hat I b~ve commit­

mants for botn FridGy and S&turday evenings in New 

York. I should like so much to sit down with you and 

Mux for u lonb visit. Let us try i t E:gain. 

WVtA:SO 

"""-
Mrs. Max Ascoli • 

With best wishes , I am, 

Sincerely, 

WILL W . AL!!:XANDER 

~~~ ~ 
23 Gramerdy PaPi" South 
New York, New York 
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Dear Edwin: 

MR S. MAX ASCOLI 

23 Gramercy Park South 
New York 3, New York 

April 6 , 1944 

Do you know anything about the 
Highlander Folk School, Mt . Eagle , Tennessee , 
or any place where I could find out about it? 
A friend of mine said she thought the Rosenwald 
Fund contributed to it. 

Delly wants e. job worldng with young 
children for the summer and I thought this 
might be an opportunity for her. If you don 1 t 
know anything about it, don 1 t take any trouble 
to find out . I hate to bother you ,•i th this 
but hope you will turn it over to somebody else 
to answer. 

r armest personal greetings, 

Very sincerely, 

Mr. Edwin R. Embree 
4901 ~llis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 



Ap:ril 11, 1941+ 

My dear lla.rion: On April 6 you vrote Edwin in-
quiring about Hi chlander School 

Et, Mt. L~gle. $ince hd i b out of tLe city c r.d I 
have bad contact with the school for ti l r,ng time, 
I shall &ttemi't t,o r eply. This is t ' verJ "well­
intE>ntionej" anterpriBo. I thir.k i t tin, not been 
~ rtict.1.f:rl.. , -.·11 tlihil<1.6Rd, nor do I thlnk it h~s 
had any sopre-ciable influence on the 6ener i;.l southern 
situa tic,n tows r e wh1 cc the er•E>rgi efi of the- school 
have been directed. The proll'.ioters of the school have 
l cAn , bl~ to get tbe atte~tion cf tt lOOd r~ny liberals 
t hroughout the country, includif!g Wr-.. Roosevelt . 
Uoot ~f t i:,e~a !'>eoµle nav ci met tt.f lN .:':ers £,n,'. b~v• 
made hurried vj.site to t he ~chool and have assumed 
tt.~t t.ir:c.e the pta-pos&E< of the .,cl1ool t1ri, sc 6ood, it 
must be e;ettin6 good r etiult& and ha1,e let it go a t 
t ll<'.t . 11:, own fP()lir,c:, k: be~n tb&t it i s itot an ef­
fective or influential i nsti tut ion. 

It - ~s good to bae you in New York 
W1d I ~e-Ld ,ff,rn, ragax·ds to you and Jiax. 

WWJ. :SO 

Mrs. life.x ~~l:i 
~·-3 Gr~.mercy Park South 
New York .3 , Ne ~ York 

Sincerely your s , 

WILL W. ALEXAND'::R-



--

-
I 

MRS. MAX ASCOLI ; 
- -

- ,~ ~JWA z..3 
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Dr. w. V . Alexander 
c/o Julius Rosenwald Fund 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago , Illinois 

Dear Doctor Will: 

23 Gramercy Park south 
New York 3 , New York 

May 12 , 1944 

Enclosed you will find a letter from 
Mr. Roy ¥. . l ilkins of the H. A. A. C. P. This is 
the first case we have sent you and I do hope 
that you can do something about it with the 
War Department. I also hope that I can get rv1r. 
\,ilkins to furnish me with more material . He 
doesn ' t seem to move very fast on t:his; hence 
the 1 ng delay in sending t his off to you. 

I would like very much to see you v.hen 
next you are in New York: 

a . For the pleasure of having a visit 
with you. 

b . To discuss the Service Bureau. 

I know how busy you always are but maybe you 
could come out to the country and relax for a 
day. If not, I will be glad to rome to town 
any time . 

Wannest greetings . 

mra hh 
enclosure 

Very sincerely, 



ROY WILKINS 
Editor 

GEORGE S. SCHUYLER 
Business Manager 71 lHIIE ClRJSIIS 

Official Orqo n of the 
No Ii on o I Association 
for the Advancement 

FOUNDED 1910 

of Colored People. 

~HO 

69 F,FTH AVE. • NEW YORK 3, N. Y. TELEPHONE ALGONQUIN 4-3550 

--- - --

~~~ l~\~A ~ 

I -

bl.y 
5 
1944 

} [r'ae!l. . . r lrs . Asooli . 

I am so sorry to havu delayed sendinG you this note , but things 
are rath\,r hectic around here and most of us are in and out 
of tho city on short trips two or three times a week. 

The one case I have at hand at the moment on which I think 
Dr. Alexander might be able to do somethiLg is a very fresh one, 
and very specific, which was presented to me in Cinoi:r:natti 
last Sunday by a llegro ·;1AC : .. 

' This "lAC is stationod at Camp Gruber , Oklahoma. She 
said there are about 150 oolortid 1{ACs there. They 
are stationed near the entrance to the camp, apnarantly 
because they are narforminr, duties for nost headquarters, 
etc . She said thnt although theru is a PX (rost 
Exchange) right across t 1 e street from their barracks, 
they are forced to walk or hitch hike 2½ mil6s to a 

PX located near the colored troops stationed in the 
camp. She said that while they wero not absolutely 
barred from the PX nearest them, they werb so humiliated 
and delayed if they went in that it was much easier 
on their self resnect to walk the 2½ miles . Of course 
th i s does not moan they would be served anything to eat 
or drink, but, for example , if they wanted to make a 
purchase , they would be forced to wait until all white 
uersons had been waitod on and if any person ca.me in 
a"ter a clork began to wait on them, the clerk would 
sto.., n,..,r! nait on tkfl whitr, uerson. 

She said th() r,irls also had ootin notiftid that two 
rows int hti reur of the theatre had been saved for 
them if they cared to go, but she added that she did 
not believe a single Hegro .. ,Ac had gone to the- theatre . , I 

I hope very much that this is the kind bf thing t;hat 1r. AlJxanaer 
can do someth~ng about . This nae a fiJe, i1te±higent young 

~L 
u nt 



2 -

woman and vury anxious to make r;ood in her army career. but terribly 
disooura.gttd at the discriminatory treetment. As soon as I oan 
fasten on .some additional situation_s. I will forward tr-.em to you. 

I,irs . l.'.ax Asooli 
23 Gramercy Park South 
Hew York. liew York 

RVf/dp 
uopwa/19 

~:;:: 
Editor 



May ~3 , 1944 

Dear Murion: I h~ve sent t ne report ubout con­

ditions at Ce.mp Gruber, Okb.homa, 

on to Washington. I hope we gat r esults . 

Thank you very ruuch for the invita­

t ion to eomo out to the country end relax. There is 

nothing better I ~ould l ike to do and i f I get a 

chance, l will take you up on i t . 

Mrs . ( Mar ion R kscoli 
2J G~mercy ?ark doutfi 
New York J , New Y0 rk 

Si ncerely :,our.:J, 

I was in Nev, York ten days ago - I had hoped to see 
you but got sick and went to bed instead . I hope for 
better luck next time. Thanks . 

WWA 



MRS, MAX ASCOLI 

570 Lexingt~n Avenue 
New York 22, New York 

June 21, 1944 

~-
1-..:...i~._;_i_"')t.;___ --~--,..J-;IL,:,~ ~ ..!..-

Dr. W. 71. A~cxander L----1-----
c/ o Julius Rosenwald Funl __ _.., __ _ 
4901 Ellia Avenue ,-
Chicago, Illinois '=--=-----
Dear Doctor Will: 

I am wonderi~ what happened 
to the Cam~ Gruber case which I wrote you 
about on May l2. 

I am also hoping that you will 
get to New York soon and that you will get in 
touch with me when, as and if you do. 

mr&. hh 

Very sincerely, 

(Mrs. Ascoli haa tJ leave 
the office before the 
above letter which she 
dictated as reudy for 
her signature) 



Dear Mrs. Ascoli: 

June 22, 1944 

Your l etter of June 21 has 

come 1n Doctor Alexander's 

absence f rom the city . I know tha t he i s workir:g 

on the Camp Gr uber material and t o date has nothi ng 

t o report f rom t he sources he has got ten i n t ouch 

wi th . I r he has any l ater inf ormation when he re­

turns , I am sure he will write you imaediatel y . 

so 

Mrs . Max Ascol i 
570 Lexing~venue 
Ne-;1 York 22 , ~ew York 

Sincer ely yours , 

MIKO OURA 
S•cr etary to Doctor Alexander 



Dear Mrs. Ascoli: 

June 22, 1944 

Your l etter of June 21 has 

come 1n Doctor Alexander's 

absence f rom the city. I know tha t he is workir:g 

on t he Camp Gruber material and to date has nothi ng 

to report from t he sources he has got ten in touch 

with . Ir he bas any later information when he re­

turns, I am sure he will write you i11111ediately. 

so 

Mrs . Max Ascoli 
570 Lexing~venue 
Ne11 York 22 , t'ew York 

Sincerely yours , 

MIKO OURA 
Secretary to Doctor Alexander 



J uly 11, 1944 

My ddRr Marton, As soon ea your f irst letter came wi th 
the detail:. of the Orunp Grubsr case, I 

sent it on to tha War Depurtmant. However, I discovered 
l Pter that Mr. Wilkins who upparently handed it to you 
had ~lready sent it to the ~rune eource and i t would e.ppenr 
to me that he was trying to awke fooli shness with us. 

Don ' t say anything about thi s phase of it . 
I will talk to you about the whol e thing when I em agai n 
in New York . 

Wi th warm regards, 

llrs. !lox Ascolt , a } 'AA,.1 
570 Lexir·gt;n ven~e 
Neri York Ci ty 22 

Sincerely, 

WfLL W. ALE'XANOER 



~ 

le Farm 
ea Road 

- -
__ on-Hudson, 

--1---\-1 
N.Y. 

24, 1944 

Dear Dr. Will: 

The enclosed letter is self-explanatory. 
What shall I do about this girl if she is so 
super-duper? Why can't the Rosenwald Fund renew 
her fellowship? 

I am still looking forward to that 
visit you promised me a long time ago . I know 
how busy you are but I really would like to see you 
and talk over quite a number of things. 

Max joins in sending warmest greetings, 

Very sincerely, 

Dr. W.W. Alexander 
4901 Ellis Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

enclosure 

fr/~ 



August 25, 1944 

My dear Max: Some weeks ago, you wrote to me 
regarding the Cahnnmns at Fisk. 

Shortly after receiving your l etter, I was spending 
a week at Fisk. At that time, I had a talk with 
Dr. Cahnman. At present, Dr. Cahnman i s in Chicago, 
and this week I had an extended conversation with 
him here . He i s returning to Fisk and informs me 
that both he and Mrs. Cahnman have employment there. 
He seemed to be in a good state of mind, and to feel 
that the situation there was satisfactory. I get the 
impression that Dr. Cahrunan has been under consicierabl e 
personal strain, and naturally apprehensive about his 
future work. This i s easily understood. I am sure, 
however, that his work at Fisk i s appreciated, and 
that he i s in a very sympathetic atmosphere with 
opportunity to develop professionally. 

With best wishes to you and t&...rion, I run 

Sincerely yours , 

1fflA:D 

Mr./ Max) AscgJ 1 • 
23 'Gramercy Park South 
New York, New York 

WILL w. AL-=-Y.\NDER 



August 29, 1944 

Ky dear Marioni I have looked into tn~ recorct of 
Miss Menard at Yale, on which the 

Comnittee based its decision not to renew her fellow­
ship. I t is e mixed picture . She i s evidently a person 
with a con~iderable rus.ount of drive, and certain 
intellectual ability. Her background training wao such, 
however, that the faculty of Yale di d not feel like 
encouraging her to go ahead now with hor ~ork for a 
Ph.D. The letters ~hich we had from New Iork UniTersity 
indicated there was some doubt as t o whether she could 
be encour aged to do so there. On that basi s , we did not 
renew her fellowship. One of our references suggeated 
t.~nt she neetiod to go to an under&raausto school with 
high standards and be thoroughly disciplined in :Engli sh, 
Latin, German, and French. With thi s , she might; be able 
to go ahead with her doctor ' s degree . You can readily 
oee why we did not rene~ hor f ellowship. 

I will be in New York the f ifteenth 
and sixteenth, t nd I hope to see you t.~en. 

ffith best wishes, I am 

Mrs. Max ! ~~JJ.:. f 
Cliffdale -rarm­
Teatown Road 
Croton-on-Hudson, New York 

Sincer el y, 



I MAX, ASCOl-1 

W* A 

My dear Will: 

570 Lexington Avenue 
New York 22, New York 
September 1, 1944 

Thank you very much for your letter 
of t he 25t h regarding Dr. Cabnman. I got myself 
direct news f rom Dr. Caruiman who seems to be now, 
thanks to your intervention, reassured about his 
immediate future and on the whole, rather happy. 

Best greetings, 

Mr. Will W. Alexandr 
Juli us Rosenwald Fuh-4a===a:=il-==..J!==----'~-----f 
4901 Ellis Avenue 1 ► 
Chicago 15, Illinois 
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MRS. MAX ASCOLI ---
;,7 Lex·ngton Avenue 
New Ycrk ~~ , Nev york 

\~ -!---t--i------1 

I 

Se te~ter 7, 1944 

'--..!....--!.-- --.i..--.,.__-- - - · 

Dr- , • l. \'. • A 

J l • ftoc e v 
~ l El C ,..v ,... f' 

cticag0 15, r~1·r0is 

r r Doct I ~i l: 

l!nf0rttPl..te\y, I am g ing to be ·n cr·c·g0 
wt·le you nr~ in Ne York. very tot.gh luckl Id 
rov w C gE+ toGetter soon. 

I think 
Many trank 1 r your ncte e.bout Mi"'-s e rd. 

oth'Pc b ,ut ter. 

~ax ~oinc n ~end· ng ~ar ert grf'f'tir.gr. 

Tl t t !==\ e you. 

~ t c re 1 , 

( r~. Ace • tna T leave 
the off ice be! rt U u 
€ttPr vaf; ready f0r ter 

f:igr.ature 



November 3, 1944 

Dear Marion: Mike Giles has told me of the 

very fine way in which you 

proposed my memoership on the Bureau for lnter­

culturtl Education. I must say that I do not 

r elish membership on any more boards or committees. 

But l do appreciate the good things you said about 

me. And if you ana. Giles think I can help, I will 

be very glad to join the Bureau . It has a touah 

job to do ana a very important one . 

ERE:YII 

Mrs. MaxJAscol; / "' l\.'41.Jv. 
23 Gramercy~ outh 
New York City, New York 

Very t ruly yours , 



Charge to the account of - . - -.J ('• AS') .'f 

JULIUS RO.::iEt-.'WALD FUND,- 4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago 1~ 
r· D \_ 

WE STE RN DOMESTIC CABLE 1206 
1Et. GR"M ORDINARY 

c;, URGEM 
l[TT(R RATE 

Sf:RIAL CH ERRED UNI 0 N NIGHT NIGHJ 
LETTi:R LETTER 

,. ,'J ,r. ,hou ,J c,1,.. k cl~ of $tn.i.ce 
C:.,.ar _ J otl ttw,-. the tnf'S,.li,:t- will be 

tr.1n~.,, •tfoll :u :a tt-lt,rr.tm or A. N. WILLIAMS N EWCOMB CARL TON J C. WILLEVER 
01 I ·,1,1,.~,rr, PRESIDl!'.NT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARO FIRST VICC·PAESIDENT -

SoJnd the following mes$age, subject lo the term$ on bac~ hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

\ ' 
I NIGHT LET'TER ~ovember 20, 1944 

Mrs. Max Ascoli 
23 Gramercy Park bouth 
New York City 

julius Rosenwa~d Fund appropriates $25,000 to Bureau for 
Intercultural Education with payment from the Fund at 

CHECK \. 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

-TIME FILED 

"' 
WANT A REPLY? 

"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 
or similar phrases may be 
included without charge. 

the rate of $1. for each $3 . collected from other sources . 

Edwin R. Embree 

ERE:SO 



Cl.Ass OF SERVICB 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable, 
gram unless Its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the address. 

WES TE RN .-~· 
· UNION1 (•(/j 

A. N. WfLLIAMS / 

SYMBOLS 

DL • Day Leiter 

LC•O.fcm,dCablc 

NLT•Cablc Nl&ht Lett« 

ShlpRadloc<om 
PRl!GIOENT t': 

The filiDJ< time shown in the date line on telegrams and day Iott.ere ia STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt ia 8'l'ANDARD TIME at point of deatination 

LD'/ I 1'.1 E 'RREE C: lvl , JUL I US ROSEitJ LD FUND = 
\944 . •J 22 PM 3 4 9 

· .' 901 ELL I S VE CHGO = 

DEL IGHTED rm THR I LLED HOPE .IE CAN L I VE UP TO YOUR F 1TH 

1 ~· u sl -d m hr.. ; u R ~' ~ 1 TH . If ( E G I L Es n I -
1 E c • r, = 

( : R I ON SCOL I . 
\. .,I' - -~~oiiiiiiiioo .. zaz=v 

ERE ~1 ~~(M/ 0 -

-
-

---
THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



ERE 

MRS. MAX ASCOLI 
~.,.. 

D 

U)IJ) r () 

.,. 
• ) ,. ,t!I 

,, \l,-l •ttl¢1' ~~ 

h 
r 

,. ... 


	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0001
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0002
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0003
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0004
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0005
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0006
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0007
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0008
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0009
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0010
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0011
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0012
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0013
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0014
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0015
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0016
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0017
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0018
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0019
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0020
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0021
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0022
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0023
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0024
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0025
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0026
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0027
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0028
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0029
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0030
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0031
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0032
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0033
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0034
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0035
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0036
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0037
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0038
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0039
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0040
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0041
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0042
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0043
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0044
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0045
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0046
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0047
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0048
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0049
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0050
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0051
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0052
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0053
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0054
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0055
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0056
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0057
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0058
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0059
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0060
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0061
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0062
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0063
	fisk_rf_ab_92_7_0064



