v 1938

Name Grgham, Shirley (Mrs. McCanns) (W) 1904 Negro X 1929
White Southerner [ ]

Special Field Fine Arts

Position Supervisor of the Negro Unit of the Chicago Group Drama
Federal Theatre
College Oberlin College, A. B., 1934

University ~ Oberlin College, A. M., 1935; Vassar Theatre Summer School, 1937;
Columbis University, summers of 1929 and 1936. University

Plan of Work: of Paris, one term, 1930;‘Howard School of Music, 1927-28
_ (Washington, D. C.
1938 One year in the Yale School of Urama, specializing in playwriting,

production methods, dramatic theory and criticism; also the rewriting and prepar-
ing for production of her music-drams "Tom-Tom."

1939 Same plan of work, but toward Ph. D.

Action of Fellowship Committee:

Awarded $1,800 for one year of study. Awarded $2,000 for renewal, 1939,



Graduate scholership at Oberlin, 1934; Rockefeller Foundation scholarship to
Federal Theatre at Vassar, 1937.

Music Department of Morgan College, 1928-31; taught music, history and dramatics
at Washington Conservatory of Music and Expression, summer of 1934; fine arts

and music history at Tennessee A and I College, 1935-36; supervisor, Negro Unit
of Federal Theatre, Chicago, 1936-.

Composed libretto and music for "Tom-Tom" which was produced in Cleveland in 1932;

"Mississippi Rainbow Song," and "I Promise." Has contributed to Opportunity,
Crisis, Etude Music Magazine, Arts Quarterl

Music score for Little Black Sambo. Helpeé?broduce "Mikado," Federal Theatre
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GRAHAM, SHIRLEY CAREER SINCE TENURE OF FELLOWSHIP

9/24/40 Miss Grezham finished her work under fellowship in June of 1940.
In August she went to Indianapolis to direct a summer community theatre sponsored
by the YWCA, and as a result of her activity was invited to return as Director of
Adult Activities of the Phyllis Wheatley Branch of theWCA. She has established
a theatre workshop, and the program includes a seminar on the American theatre.
Several white students have registered for this course.

Miss Graham was invited by Dr. Alardyce Nicoll to return on Yale fel—
lowship in 1940-41 to complete her work toward her doctorate. Because of the above
post and because the stipend was not large enough for her and her children she was
forced to refuse the offer.

11/22/41 In the fall of 1941 Miss Graham became United Service Organizations

director at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, where there is the largest aggregation of
Negro troops in the United States.

Staff of the N. A. A. C. P}, New Ibrk. 10/12/43

ca was ::

for the Best Book Combating Intolerance in i
UNIVERSITAYJ

1947: The Julian Messner Award of $6,500 (

ONCE A SLAVE - story of Frederick Douglsss




GRAHAM, SHIRLEY PRODUCTIONS AND PUBLICATIONS

"Coal-Dust," a three-act play was produced by the Gilpin Players at Cleveland, Ohio,
April 26 to May 27, 1939.

"Deep Rivers," a music-fantasy, was broadcast by the Yale Drama School over the
Mutual Network, May 7, 1939

Music score (choruses, solos, dances) writtensfor three-act play, "Garden of Time,"
which was produced in Yale Theatre May 17, 18, 19; 1939

"Dust to Farth," play now in rehearsal at Yale, will be produced in November, 1939.
This play, now in hands of New York producer, is being considered as a possible
vehicle for Paul Robeson.

"I Gotta Home," will be produced by Gilpin Players in Cleveland if finished before
December of 1939. The' Gilpin players produced this in Febriary, 1940, at Oberlin
College, and gave it for two weeks in the campus -theatre of Western Reserve College
in Cleveland.

"Elijah's Ravens" was accepted by Brandt and Brandf of NewhYor :
"Little Black Sambo" for which Miss Graham te musica t, mas pro i §

the fall of 1941 by the Catholic Women's C f Cinei
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1938 JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND Age
0.4 m}a‘n alsnn 3 €3 L g i - ﬁmm M
Candidate v (la@ ’ ) 6157 e ant Special Fiddpnans snd Wnsie)
— Bupervigor of Negro Unit of fthe Chiesgoe Federsl Thestre ;
70 ¥est Jeckzon Zeuleverd, Chicsgo, Illinodis
Plan of Work »

One yorr meiriculation in the Ysle School of Dreme, taking sourses in *Play-
writing®, ¥iurvey of Production Yethods®, "Drametic Theory end Oriticisa®; slso the
rewriting end prepsring for production of my muslcedraue "fom-Tou®,

.’\-T

5.5
4
S

Digest of Applif#fidfowenber, 1904, Indfenspolis, Indisna, Widoved, two shildrens

Obtained A.By from Oberlin College, 19¥4; HM.4, from same school,1985, Vassar
Theatre dummer Sehool,1237, Columbie Univercity, sumsers of 1929 & 1986. Certificate
ie French, University of Paris, somester,l370, Howard School of Muszie, Fashington, D.0.,
1027-88¢ Private insftrustionm in pleno, pips orgun, voloe, haraony, & orchestratiom,

. Teschar of Wusle Morgan Uollege, Baltivcee, Marylend,l928-31,81600, Tesches
of ¥uslio History and Dramstics, Yeshington Comservelory of Hueie & Nxpression,¥eashing

gﬁﬁ}’ m,iﬁﬁ«ﬁ,%@. Tesohayr of Pine drés od Husieo ﬁﬂm &g & I Btnte Qﬁllm,
Heghville, Tonmessee,l085.88, 81400, Bupervissr of Begro Unit, g'mﬁwi Thestres, Chicsgo,
~  Illineis, 1988-27,81800,

Resesrch work in Wegre music - Splrituels & Jazs, (Ses thesis "Survivels of
Africanism in ¥odern Musis & articles). Small musie sompocitions 2 sole & choral
(#izsiesippi Reinbow Somg, used durlng sixteen wesk: run of play in loop theatre,Chiscaze),.
Waolowdrems *Tom-Tom,® 1ibretto sod mueie, (Bee following pegs)

= s

Refersics® Dickineon, Professor, ¥usic Eistory & Oritlolem,  Dudges Summary ,,

- . oberlin College, AT
Dre We EuBJDu Bols, Atlente Usiversity : otal amount neede

v #ias Busan Glaspell, Fedarsl Thealrs, Chiocsge,lllinodis . -

Viir, Adolph Gertner, Federsl Thestrs, Ghissge, Illimeis [rom applicant

/Pr, Herbert Hiller, Brya Mewr Collese §2,200
y by ot From Fund

W o] Lﬂf L2 PR
Committee Notes ; Granted % / ,W
Documents submitted ' Digest ¢iaai e ?&wf’f;’ \ "-‘ ¥ § £

Photograph X
Exhibit material ¥
Transcripts

X
Oberlin College - + 107
Oberlin College (Graduate) Sent to Commicree JAN 14 1938

Plan of work x Documents returned
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1939 :
ST JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND Age ?4
( RENPWAL) :
Condidate - Tlay Goshan (Nofmma) Special Field
Supervisor of Hegro Unit of Chicapo Federsl Theatre Thestre Art
(on leave, Yals University) {Drane and ¥usie)
e 48 Lickerman treet, New Haven, Conneoticut
an o or. 3

To continue work in the srt of the theatre with special emphasis on
ereative writing in drazs and wuzie, at Yale University. One yesr,
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Digest of Application
Born Rovember, 1904, Indianapolis, Indisna. Widowed, two children.

Ae Be Uberlin College, 10B4. ¥, 4. %@rliﬁ, 1828, Vasgsar Theatre
Sunzer School, 1957. Columbia University, sumwers of 1920 & 1038, Ulertificste
in Freneh, University of Paris, semester, 1080, Howsrd School of Wusis,
19R7-28. Private instrustion in plano, pipe organ, volce, harmony, and
orchestrztion,

Tencher of music, Horgan College, 1928-81, $1800; tencher of fine arts
and music history, 4. & I, State Oollege, Hashville, 19%6-36, §1400; supervisor
- of Segro unit, Federal Theatre, Chicage, 1986-87, $1800.

Has writien articles which appearsd in Opportunity, Crisis Hagagine,
Etude Wusic ¥agssine, Arts Quarterly; a song - "I Promise! the Hiselesdppl
Hainbow Jong, used during sixteen weeks run of play in Chicage; and the
1ibrstio and musie for the susic-frams "Tow-Tom."
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References a5 “Budget Summary
dr, Allardyce Nicoll, Yale University 8
dre Frenk Moflullan, Yale University Total amount needed £000
ir. George Kondolf, New York Federal Theatre. . B
From applicant
From Fund £ 2000
Committee Notes Granted # PR )
Documents submitted Digest
Photograph
Exhibit material
Transcripts
- Sent to Committee
Plan of work Documents returned




SHIRLEY GRAHAM

Will remain in east during summer. (4/15/39) Has taken place on Long Island
and after two weeks of rest hopes to get some worth while creative work done.

Play "Coal-Dust" is now in production in Cleveland, with the Gilpin Players.

111-48 142nd Street, Ozone Park, Long Island, New York, until middle of September.

45 Dickerman Street, New Haven, Connecticut, winter of 1939-40



