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Plan of Work : 

Graham, Shirley (Mrs. McCanns) (W) 1904 

Supervisor or- the Negro Unit of the Chicago 
Federal Theatre 
Ob~rlin College, A. B., 1954 

1958 
1959 Negro Ix] 

White Southerner □ 

Special Field :Fine Arts 
Group Drama 

Oberlin College, A. M., 1955; Vassar Theatre Summer School, 1957; 
Columbia University, summers df 1929 and 1956. University 
of Paris, one term, 1950; \ Howard School of Music, 1927-28 

(Washington, D. C. 
1938 One year in the Yale School of Drama, specializing in playwriting, 
production methods, dramatic eory and criticism; also the re1Jriting and prepar­
iI~ for production of her music-drama "Tom-Tom." 

1939 Same plan of work but toward Ph . D • 
• 

Action of Fellowship Committee: 

Awarded $1,800 for one year of study. Awarded $2 ,000 for renewal, 1939. 



Graduate scholarship at Oberlin, 1954; Rockefeller Foundation scholarship to 
Federal Theatre at Vassar, 1957. 

Music Department of Morgan College, 1928- 51; taught music, history and dramatics 
at Washington Conservatory of Music arrl Expression, summer of 1954; fine arts 
and music history at T'ennessee A and I College, 1955-56; supervisor, Negro Unit 
of Feder al Theatre, Chicago, 1956-. 

Composed libretto and music for "Tom-Tom" which was produced in Cleveland in 1952; 
"Mississippi Rainbow Song," and 11 I Promise." Has . contributed to Opportunity, 
Crisis, Etude Music Magazine, Arts Quarterly. 
~Ausic score for Little Black Sambo. Hel ped produce "Mikado ," Federal Theatre 
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GRAHAM, SHIRLEY CAREER SINCE TENURE OF FELLOWS.HIP 

9/24/40 Miss Graham finished her work under f ellowship in June of 1940 . 
In August she went to Indianapolis to direct a summer community theatre sponsored 
by the YWCA, and as a result of her activity was invited to return as Director of 
Adult Activities of the Phyllis Wheatley Branch of the~VCA. She has established 
a theatre workshop , and the program includes a seminar on the American theatre . 
Several white students have registered for this course. 

Miss Graham was invited by Dr. Alardyce Nicoll to return on Yale fel­
lavvship in 1940-41 to complete her work toward 'her d'octorate . Because of the above 
post and because the stipend was not large enough for her and her children she was 
forced to refuse the offer . 

11/22/41 In the fall of 1941 Miss Graham became United Service Organizations 
director at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, where there is the largest aggre6ation of 
Negro troops in the United States . 

Staff of the N: A. A. C. ¥., New York. 10/12/43 

/1~6"- ~~/ lb', .i. ~ .;~ 

1947: The Julian Messner Award of 6~500 ($5,000 outright and $1,500 against royalties) 

for the Best Book Combating Intolerance in America was r eceived Dec . 16: THERE WAS 
ONCE A SLAVE - story of Frederick Douglass . 



GRAHAM, SHIRLEY PRODUCTIONS AND PUBLICATIONS 

"Coal-Dust," a three-act play was produced by the Gilpin Players at Cleveland, Ohio, 
April 26 to May 27, 1959. 

"Deep Rivers, 11 a music-fantasy, was broadcast by the Yale Drama School over the 
Mutual Network, May 7, 1939 

Music score (choruses, solos, dances) writte for three-act play, 11Garden of Time," 
which was produced in Yale Theatre May 17, 18, 19 , 1939 

"Dust to Earth, 11 play now in rehearsal at Yale, will be produced in 1~ovember, 1959. 
This play, now in hands of New York producer, is being considered as a possible 
vehicle for Paul Robeson. 

"I Gotta Home," will be produced by Gilpin Players in Cleveland if finished before 
December of 1939. The· Gilpin players produced this in February, 1940, at Oberlin 
College, and gave it for two weeks in the campus theatre of Western Reserve College 
in Cleveland. 

"Elijah's Ravens" was accepted by Brandt and Brandt of New York. 

"Little Black Sambo" for which Miss Graham wrote musical part, was produced in 
the fall of 1941 by the Catholic Women's Club of Cincinnati. 
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RENEWAL 

SHIRLEY GRAHAM (N) 34 

Drama 
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RENEWAL 

LEILA S GREEN (N) 23 

- Chemistry 
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1938 JULIUS ROSENWALD FUND I Age 

Candidate 

I 
Plan of Work ', 

~. rw.-~ ~atd.cuJ.,1:U,,liU :ln the !t.l!-' School r>t r.n-~, takint 00\U't4t)~ in •Pla)'­
ttrl til:tS" i tti~;ut"\tey of Pr¢d'u¢U.~~ Mt.rl'-noib~•, "lira•tio ili«Jt'.Y ltld Ori t1c1m&"'J ci-l.to the 
r~i tint! o.t1,,l:l p:roJ&rint; tv p,r-oi.iu()t1Qtl of ~ ~s1~l'ffl00. "Til)ffl;,..Tam• .•. 

~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ 

' 
Digest of Af9!jftfiWbv•be.'r, l,~Ot~· Indian "l;l.31 ~~,U-~,- l'id.o-:,~ , twt, Qhildrt'>tt• 

"\ 

Obtair1$4 A.tt. troQ ·Obelln Ooll~R:e; l~tJ4J , A, t~ Slk?ltli ijflbool,l\fSl. V~tlWc.'r 
~nti-e St'f.!Qler St,b®l.3 1051 /f f.}Jl-W.~ Ullivo-rlll'i tq i ~1.1~~ ,:;.t 10!0 & l ~~. 0"l!'tlfiortt&) 
in r'J>llnoh.; Un:tv&l"F.:it_r tttf ?n"'iz., .~mtuata, l:iiO. R~~;J S¼sh.oo1 or tnade, 1{•~~~n., n.J •• 
19$1- 28. P~iftt.: intttt"Uet:.lGtt 1n pi~l, pJ.p.i,, o~t.Ln,,. -vo1a~, hu@l;ocy1 ti orctni?:!trat1on.' . 

~11r,ehff 'I'.! f' ~.t11,1tb'>f$"..W ;J1ll~ae, B1.l till~~~, lbt!"J l1Z¥t1 l~!i!~-t,11 ;1eo~ • T~.1te~\tJ:~ 
r>t ~lHl1~ lii:att1-ey !.:n~ D~iuc~, ,~~M.n~ton 0<?:;.~trvt\to.ey ;J.t Jue.te ,I !:~11r~~ail4a, ~~sblzii~ton, 
n .. o .. , t1Wl'ltfl.!1',l.iJ~-4,t?OO. hP,,~ier- Qf l'inrt trt.t} ,td Mu$1,:l lU.~tt>·.ry ,, !,, ~ !., ttt~fa, C-o1li1tt•, 
th1eh"11ill.c1 T~r..n.~1a~~,l?:!f.r:,..za1~14Xjrt. ,'$\1:pe.rvi.~t- ,:;f ~ffSTQ flr.tt, )'tdfl!'rl. tb:.$.ttriiii1 Chic~go, 
ltl1noln1 lijSe- r1, t1aoo, 

1't'H.~~eil'e!l w:rk in lift&;~ ~'l;,H1ii, .., ~:;;it",U,1'J~l~ &, J';s1-0. ($,es th.iii~ • s~nrivi,l i! -of 
Afirtc.imi~ in !l•d~rn *I-'-'?i<!e &: t·U.-,lo,e,:) . f3all. ~ude .. ¢~?-~~it1i:tng ~ i\1:,l·J ,t, t\hot~l 
(H!utt!Gtlp-pi n~b1~-- S-::.rng, Ul1!Cd (l·.,.:ti!l$ ri.i.1.·btaU w~ek I r ... n cf S')U,7 ln lO,'Vj: tlv.Mttrt,.t (J~dca~o}. 
ruu:t,o...e:r~ •cr~,o~, u libt<etto -,r.,i\ .u-.ttli~. {f"-f!C f ~ll!.).~in.i J)'~S'-'} 

Im~~s fJ111kineon,. PrG.fe$~Gr1 !m~ic ii:1,at4>cy ti !lt' ... :ticlam, Budget Summary 
· tJ~-r,11n G,J 'l l~ria.. 

✓ l)it., 'H. t:,·,..r:; .. Du il'.ll1t~, Atltm.ta On!Wl"~V . Total amount needed 

✓ ij1GS. .;;i\\~J:il flJ.A~pe:ll, Fii(l..$)15.l. ?h'IP,tt't.r~r {:b!~-A$t't11U~ia F r 
✓¥bf. !Jlt,J,l,ph 0*1'to:,ec:r; iedi!ll" ' l 'fheetr~,. Cht<tll~<ti Illinotf.l rom app tcanr 
✓'.D~ • n.e.:rbert lili~:r 1 ~tt 1'ti.Wt' ;~1 ~ ­
vf.-t t~ ,,-C 

Commi ttee Notes 

Documen~s submitted 
Photograph X 

Exhibit material X 

Transcripts x 
Oberlin College 
Oberlin College (Graduate) 

Plan of work x 

From Fund 

Granted 

Digest /;A 11. \ ,..,. 
f 

Sent to Committee JAN 14 1938 

Documents returned 

1 1,frV-iJ 



i i U, <. r t. ''J. ~ :t... - 1( ~ t<•L..t_;,,,, ' J;\ 
~-li..-,;,,.V ,->- t C• • 

J 
~., ,t,! C.t ' 4. ?.(...,. 

\ . 

""'J 1..- A 

\ 

C,6-1,t l.M t lt• (,, 0 t 

i:.!~:i.1.~:.1 r,,,c:,£:1n)oG 1 

• 1 

:J ~· -~, 10 ··FI 
fr.i~~ . '-· ;t': f/fi 

"t 

-

-.-~--·-~~·- ...... ,.,--·-· ii -------- ---•· ___.,_______ "------



Candidate 

JULIUS ROSEN\V ALD FUND 

( ftii iVtt.) 
SM.t-l(,y- Gr;a1UtS (•r~C::tnu0) 

Age 

Special Field 

Supt<,ffl~or ,;;f J'-'~t'{) Unit or Cbi~b.t10 Federal The i.,r((I 
(~n ~ea-ve~ %~1~ Univor~it,y) 
45 !t1e~cn-man Streat , tfo,r l .'vcn ,, Co.nnao't.ieut 

Plan of Work 

"-b.01J,tt"t1 Art 
(Drin~~ and 'u~ic) 

To continue w~rle !n t£ ort ot th tte tre w1 
Cl"Ol;1 t! ,rn. writ 1.s;- ill d ?:';ll,I?.&, ~nd .uzdc • ttt Y~.l Utli ~..-,1 ty ~· 

Sp ai !:.tpl:ui$11 -Oll 
On y~!<:,r ., 

({z,,~-.'1 ".....; h.~:tt ••4 >t ~<:' .. t,,' u (!_ u. .c • L /u.,, lt.1.,,/t.,li"' ( ,. ,. ; l · 
1 . r , - ,, fh __ • J ~ ? 't . , 1 
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Digest of Application 

Ro11t N,;,v mbii,,~, 1904, :tn~nn90U.s, In .. ihfi.a . r:tdo'lfed, two ehlln?"~tn. 

Alf "' . Oburlin Col.lfJf!t1-; €154 . M • .,.. . 0 u:rUr,, l:J,Ni . .,. V-&~sa1• T'te11:tre 
SW't:t.~r Sob.ool, 1957. Col.U..ibi Univereity, 13~~ :rs of l ?O n, l9 s. Co1"t!:fic e 
1n ,nch , Univeri.u.1 of Ph::.•in,. 5~1!l.e&t,-r. l:ll~O. H~~rcl Schoo of 4U.::ie, 
l9;27- 2e. f'!•inta ini;tructi n in pJ.Mo, ~ipe l"~lln . voice, la.,:-i.1on;t ,. ~M 
orob.•t!ltrc t 1on. 

Ta~x.oiu;'lr of ~\ls c, ;.for a flol.l JlQ, l· 26-Z. , tl.GOO; uo, r ot' tine ~ 
anci zudc hi· tor.1, t,. ~ l • .,H;,t,t Oo ~~, ~.aohvtil , SMS-1:16, J;ld)O; upteirvif.lor 
-ot !t,;t.gro 'IJAtt, Fecu,r~l '?!l tre, Chlcx-1::;·o, lH~-t:7 1 i:.1800. 

ilt.\G ~i tten nrtiol s ,bl.ch tip1,ear1M! i Otpo:rtuni ty Cri ,1s . ~.G.1ino, 
r:tudtl J.u.\$1Q ~ ni.f~Zine, J;rta ~U{S,t'terlr a sont; - ,.I 'Prol':!i •1 ho ... i t.Hti&~ipr 1 

inbo• ~u 1 , u .ed du~• a1xwn -;6~k.s run er play :ln Ct-J.Q~;o; -r.nt.. tb.e 
l ihret.to ti.nd nl'llSi !or t... ~;d,c- d:rua •·rore-'!'o • • " 

References 

Jr., .Al :..ird;ree tticoll1 Yal~ trrd. V9r{i ty 
i i-« Fr~ttk e,;!w..l , t. 1 & Univer:11·,,. 
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Transcripts 
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Granted 

Digest 

Sent to Committee 

Documents returned 

- - -----



SHIRLEY GRAHAM 

Will remain in east during sum.mer. (4/15/59) Has taken place on Long Island 
and after two weeks of rest hopes to get some worth while creative work done. 

Play "Coal-Dust" is now in production in Cleveland, with the Gilpin Players. 

111-48 142nd Street , Ozone Park, Long Island, New York, until middle of September. 

45 Dickerman Street, New Haven, Connecticut, winter of 1939-40 


