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February 26, 1946 

Dear .Arna: I h vc been hoping to hear thr,t you would be abl e 
to make the Uarch 23-24 meeting . Bob Weaver is 

leqving for the U.icraino end Doctor Johnson h.~ alrer dy l eft for 
Je.pan, so wit!:lout you na Bill Paty it will be an int.ramu-nl affair. 

Enclosed ia · ~e f irst ins~4llment of thi s year' s sagfl , 
some sixty &pplic tions. A lot 01 the~ are first r , te , and ~e hftve 
one literary c~ndid~te, Will~rd Motley, a Chicago Negro m-i ter whoD 
you probably know, who strikes mens b3lng on~ of the aost exci t i ng 
c~ses r h~ve 9ver seen. 

I h_ve a question which I want to raise and get your 
aye or nay on. You may recall th t before I l eft I was i nstructed 
to write men who h . .1.rl been gi ve;n gr"..n::.s, but reli n:,uished the• in toto 
in order to enter the service or te.ke ff~r-connected j obs , inviting 
the• to reapply when their service was over. There Tere about nine 
such people . One of them, William Mi tchell, a white southerner t o 
whom t1500 was gr nted for s t udy or politic~l science, gets out of 
the army this wee~ and ants to ~,egi n rork nt Princeton in l arch. 
n t I "ant to mow is this~ Would you o6ree to giving hi.a h1s 

former ~rot no~, or would you prefer to have him 1nke a regular 
application and take his chances with the others and be noti f i ed in 
Uay? 

My own feeJ.ing is that we have a definite obligation 
to these people; that if they wet·e once thought worthy to be :'allows 
they probabl y till are; i nd th t to refuse them now would be both 
aorally snj psychologic<>lly b!:ld. I would like to h •ve the authori ty 
to give the• th~ir old grants whenever they apply. 



" 
Mr. Arna Bont emps -2- 2/26/46 

Civilian life still fi ts like a loose shirt , 
but I am growi ng back into i t . Know you must be up to your ears 
i n the play. Let us hear f rom you. 

WCH: RFL 
encl. 

Yr . Ar na Bont emps , Li br arian 
Fisk University 
Nashville a, Tennessee 

Sincerely, 

WILLIAM C. HAYOOOO 




